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THE FOUR GOSPELS 
HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 
Volume I. 


1881-1882 





FROM (“THE AUTHOR 


My friends have proposed to print this Harmonization 
and Translation of the Gospel, composed by me ten years 
ago, and I have agreed to it, although the work is far 
from being finished, and there are many defects in it. I 
no longer feel the strength to correct and finish it, because 
that concentrated, ecstatic tension of my soul, which I 
constantly experienced during the whole time of this long 
work, can no longer be renewed. 

But I think that even such as it is this work may be 
useful to some men, if to them will be communicated 
even a small part of that enlightenment which I experi- 
enced when I wrote it, and of that firm conviction of the 
truth of the path which has been revealed to me, and on 
which I travel with ever greater joy, the longer I live. 

Lev ToustToy. 

Ydsnaya Polydna, August 29, 1891. 





PREFACE 


Havine been brought by reason without faith to de- 
spair and negation of life, | looked around at the living 
humanity and convinced myself that that despair was 
not the common lot of men, but that men have lived and 
still live by faith. I saw all about me men who had 
that faith and who deduced from it a meaning of life 
which gave them strength to live and die quietly and 
joyfully. I could not explain that meaning through rea- 
son. I tried to arrange my life like that of the believ- 
ers; I tried to blend with them, and to do all that 
they did in life, even as to the external worship of God, 
thinking that in that way the meaning of life would be 
revealed to me. The more I cultivated the acquaintance 
of the masses, and lived as they did, and executed all 
the external rites of divine worship, the more I became 
conscious of two forces which had diametrically opposite 
effects upon me. On the one hand, there was revealed 
to me a meaning of life which more and more satisfied 
me, and which was not destroyed by death; on the other 
hand I saw that in that external confession of faith and 
worship there was much deception. I saw that the 
masses, because of their ignorance, lack of leisure, and 
unwillingness to think, failed to see the he, but I could 
not help seeing it, and, having once beheld it, I could 
not shut my eyes to it, as educated people who were 
believers advised me to do. The longer I lived, fulfilling 
the obligations of a believer, the more did that lie startle 
me and demand an investigation of where that lie ended 
and truth began. I no longer doubted that in the Chris- 
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tian teaching was the truth of life. My internal discord 
finally reached such a stage that I no longer could inten- 
tionally shut my eyes, as I had done before, and was 
inevitably compelled to investigate the doctrine which I 
wanted to make my own. 

At first I asked for explanations from priests, monks, 
bishops, metropolitans, learned theologians. There were 
explained to me all the obscure passages, and these ex- 
planations were frequently unscrupulous, and more fre- 
quently contradictory: all of them referred to the holy 
fathers, to catechisms, to theology. And I took the 
theological books and began to study them, and that study 
led me to the conviction that the faith which our hier- 
archy confessed, and which it taught the masses, was not 
only a lie, but also an immoral deception. In the Ortho- 
dox doctrine I foand an exposition of the most unintel- 
ligible, blasphemous, and immoral propositions, which 
were not only incompatible with reason, but were also 
entirely incomprehensible and contrary to morality, and 
not the slightest teaching about life, nor about its mean- 
ing. I could not help noticing that the exposition of 
the theology was clearly directed, not to the explana- 
tion of the meaning of life and to the teaching about life, 
but only to the confirmation of the most incomprehensi- 
ble and useless of propositions, and to the refutal of all 
those who did not recognize those propositions. » That 
exposition, which was directed to the refutal of other 
teachings, involuntarily compelled me to turn my atten- 
tion to those other creeds. These refuted creeds proved 
to be of the same character as the Orthodox, which re- 
futed them. Some are even more stupid, others are less 
so, but all of them alike affirmed incomprehensible prop- 
ositions which are useless for life, and in their name 
deny each other and violate the union of men,— the 
chief foundation of the Christian teaching. 

I was brought to the conviction that there was no 


PREFACE 7 


church at all. All the differently believing Christians 
call themselves true Christians and deny each other. All 
these separate collections of Christians call themselves 
exclusively the church and assure us that their church is 
the true one, and that the others have departed from it, 
while it alone has remained intact. All the believers 
of whatsoever denomination entirely fail to see that the 
church is not true because their faith has remained such 
or such, but that they call it true because they were born 
in it or have chosen it, and that all the others. say 
precisely the same about their own faith. Thus it is 
evident that there has never been one church, that the 
churches count by the thousand, and that they all deny 
each other and only assert that each one of them is the 
true and only church. They all say one and the same 
thing: Our church is the True, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, 
Universal Church. Our Scripture is holy. Jesus Christ 
is the head of our church and the Holy Ghost guides it, 
and it alone comes by direct succession from Christ the 
God. 

If we take a twig of a spreading bush, it will be quite 
correct to say that from twig to twig, from twig to branch, 
and from branch to root, every twig is derived from the 
trunk, but none of them is so exclusively. They are all 
alike. It will be absurd to say that every twig is the only 
true twig, but that is exactly what the churches say. In- 
deed, there are a thousand traditions, and each denies and 
curses all the others, and regards its own as the true one: 
Catholics, Lutherans, Protestants, Calvinists, Shakers, Mor- 
mons, Greek Orthodox, Old Believers, the Popish and the 
Popeless sects, Milkers, Mennonites, Baptists, Mutilators, 
Dukhobors, etc., etc., all of them equally assert about their 
own faith that it is the only true cue, that in it alone is 
the Holy Ghost, that its head is Christ, and that all the 
others are in error. There are a thousand faiths, and 
each calmly considers itself to be holy; and all of them 
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know that, and each man who confesses his faith as the 
only true faith knows that every other faith is just as 
much a stick with two ends, regarding itself as true and 
all the others as heresies. It will soon be eighteen hun- 
dred years that this self-deception has been going on. 

In worldly matters men know how to discover the 
most cunning of traps and not to fall into them, but in 
this deception millions have been living for eighteen hun- 
éred years, shutting their eyes against it, both in our 
European world and in America, where everything is new. 
All, as though by plotting together, repeat one and the 
same stupid deception: they confess each his own truths 
of faith, regarding them as the only true ones, without 
noticing that all the others do precisely the same. 

More than that. Long, very long ago freethinking men 
have cleverly and sharply ridiculed that human stupidity 
and showed to what extent it is stupid. They have clearly 
proved that that whole Christian teaching, with all its ram- 
ifications, has long ago outlived its day and that the time 
has come for a new faith, and some of them have even 
invented new faiths; but nobody listens to them or fol- 
lows them, and all believe as of old, each in his own 
special Christian faith: the Catholics in their own, the 
Lutherans in their own, our Popish dissenters in their own, 
our Popeless dissenters in their own, the Mormons in their 
own, the Milkers in their own, and the Orthodox, those 
whom I wished to join, in their own. What does that 
mean? Why do men not give up that teaching? There 
is one answer to it, and in this all the freethinking people, 
who deny religion, and all men of other religions agree, and 
that is, that Christ’s teaching is good, and so it is dear to 
people and they cannot live without it. But why have 
men, who believe ir - ‘hrist’s teaching, all divided into all 
kinds of creeds, and why do they keep dividing more and 
more, and denying and condemning each other, and why 
are they unable to agree on one confession of faith ? 
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Again the answer is simple and obvious. The cause 
of the division of the Christians is precisely this teach- 
ing about the church, a teaching which asserts that 
Christ has established the one, true church, which, in its 
essence, is holy and infallible, and can and must teach 
others. If this conception about the church did not 
exist, there could be no division among the Christians. 
Each Christian church, that is, the creed, incontestably 
rises from the teaching of Christ himself, but it is not the 
only one to come from it: all the other doctrines come 
just as much from it. They have all grown from one 
seed, and what unites them, what is common among them 
all, is that from which they have grown out, that is, the 
seed. And so, in order properly to understand the teach- 
ing of Christ, we must not study it, as the only creed 
does it, from the branches to the trunk; nor must we, as 
uselessly as science, the history of religion, does it, study 
this teaching by starting from its foundation, by going 
from the trunk to the branches. Neither the one nor the 
other gives us the meaning of the teaching. The mean- 
ing is given only by the knowledge of the seed, ot the 
fruit, from which they have all come, and for which they 
all live. They have all come from the life and works 
of Christ, and all live only in order to reproduce the 
works of Christ, that is, the works of good. And only 
in these works will they all meet. 

What brought me in particular to faith is the search 
after a meaning of life, that is, the search after a path of 
life, — how to live. When I saw the works of the life 
of men who professed Christ’s teaching, I clung to them. 
Such men, who profess Christ’s teaching by works, I meet 
without distinction among the Orthodox, and among the 
dissenters of all the sects, and among Catholics, and 
among Lutherans, so that obviously the general meaning 
of life, as given by Christ’s teaching, is not received from 
the creed, but from something else which is common to 


10 PREFACE 

alf creeds. I have watched good people of more than one 
creed, and in all I saw the same meaning, which is based 
on the teaching of Christ. In all those different sects of 
Christians I saw a complete agreement in the conception 
of what is good, what evil, and of how one ought to live. 
All these men declared this conception of theirs through 
the teaching of Christ. The doctrines have multiplied, 
but their foundation is one; consequently, what is lying 
at the foundation of all faiths is the one truth. It is this 
truth that I am trying to find out now. The truth of 
faith is not to be found in the definite interpretations 
of Christ’s revelation, those interpretations which have 
divided the Christians into a thousand sects, but is to 
be found in the very first revelation of Christ himself. 
And so I turned to the study of the gospels. 

I know that according to the teaching of the church 
the meaning of the teaching is to be found not merely in 
the Gospel alone, but also in the whole Scripture and Tra- 
dition, which are guarded by the church. I assume that 
after everything said before, the sophistry, which consists 
in this, that the Scripture which serves as the foundation 
for my investigation is not subject to investigation, because 
the true and holy interpretation belongs exclusively to the 
church, that this sophistry cannot be repeated, the more so 
since every interpretation is destroyed by the contrary 
interpretation of another church, and because all holy 
churches reject one another. The prohibition to read and 
comprehend the Scripture is only a sign of those sins of 
interpretations, which the interpreting church is conscious 
of in its own case. 

God has revealed the truth to men. I ama man, and 
so am not only entitled, but also compelled, to make use 
of it and stand face to face with it without any media- 
tion. If God speaks in these books, he knows the weak- 
ness of my mind and will speak in such a way as not to 
lead me into deception. The argument of the church that 
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the interpretation of the Scripture by individuals must not 
be permitted, lest those who interpret it be led astray and 
the interpretations multiply greatly, can have no meaning 
for me. It might have had a significance, if the interpre- 
tation of the church were intelligible, and if there were 
but one church and one interpretation ; but now, since the 
interpretation of the church about the Son of God and 
about God, about God in three persons, about the virgin 
who bore a son without losing her virginity, and about 
the blood of God which is eaten in the form of bread, and 
so forth, can find no place in my sound mind, and since 
there are thousands of different interpretations, this argu- 
ment, no matter how often repeated, can have no meaning 
whatever. Now, on the contrary, an interpretation is 
needed, and it has to be such that all could agree on it. 
But an agreement will only then be possible when the 
interpretation is rational. All of us agree on what is 
rational, in spite of our differences. If this revelation 
is the truth it cannot and must not fear the light of 
reason, if it wishes to be convincing, and is obliged to 
invoke this light. If the whole revelation will turn out 
to be absurd, sc much the better, and God help it. God 
can do anything, but this: he cannot talk nonsense. And 
it would be stupid to write a revelation which cannot be 
understood. 

I call revelation what is revealed to reason which has 
reached its highest limits, the contemplation of what is 
divine, that is, above the reason of the standing truth. I 
call revelation what gives an answer to the question, 
insoluble to reason, which has brought me to despair and 
suicide, the question as to what meaning life has. This 
answer must be intelligible and must not contradict the 
laws of reason, as would the assertion that an infinite 
quantity is even or odd. The answer must not contradict 
reason, for I will not believe a contradictory answer, and 
so it has to be not only intelligible and the contrary of 
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wilful, but also inevitable to reason, as inevitable as is the 
assumption of infinity to him who can count. 

The answer must reply to my question what meaning 
my life has. If it will not give this answer, it is useless 
for me. The answer must be such that, although its 
essence, in relation to God, may remain incomprehensible 
in itself, all the deductions of the consequences, derived 
from it, should correspond to all rational demands, and 
that the meaning ascribed to my life should solve all the 
questions of my life. The answer has to be not only 
rational and clear, but also true, that is, such as I can 
believe in with my whole soul, inevitably, as I believe in 
the existence of infimty. 

Revelation cannot be based on faith, as the church 
understands it, as a trust in advance in what I shall be 
told. Faith is the consequence of the inevitableness and 
truth of the revelation, which fully satisfies reason. 

Faith, according to the conception of the church, is an 
obligation which with threats and enticements is imposed 
on the soul of man. 

According to my conception, faith is this, that the 
foundation on which every action of reason is reared is 
true. Faith is the knowledge of the revelation, without 
which it is impossible to live and think. Revelation is 
the knowledge of what man cannot attain by reason, but 
what is carried away by all humanity from what is hidden 
in the infinitude of the beginning of everything. Such, 
in my opinion, is to be the quality of the revelation which 
fosters faith, and such I seek in the Tradition about 
Christ, and so I turn to it with the sternest and most 
rational of demands. 

I do not consider the Old Testament, because the ques- 
tion does not consist in this, what was the faith of the 
Jews, but what does the faith of Christ consist in, for 
there men find that meaning which makes it possible 
for them to live. The Jewish books may be interesting 
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for us as an explanation of those forms in which Chris- 
tianity has been expressed ; but we cannot recognize any 
consecutiveness of faith from Adam to the present, for 
previous to Christ the faith of the Jews was local. The 
faith of the Jews is as foreign and as interesting to us as 
the faith of the Brahmins. But the faith of Christ is the 
one we live by. To study the faith of the Jews in order 
to understand the Christian religion is the same as study- 
ing a candle before lighting it in order to understand the 
significance of the light which proceeds from the burning 
candle. All that can be said is this, that the character 
and quality of the light may depend on the candle itself, 
just as the form of the expressions of the New Testament 
may depend on its relation to Judaism; but the light 
cannot be explained from the fact that it proceeds from 
this, rather than from that, candle. And so the blunder 
made by the church, in acknowledging the Old Testament 
as much a divinely inspired Scripture as the New Testa- 
ment, is in the most obvious way reflected in this, that 
the church recognizes this in words, but not in fact, and 
so has fallen into contradictions from which it would 
never extricate itself, if sound reasoning were at all obli- 
gatory for it. And so I leave out the writings of the Old 
Testament, the revealed Scripture which, according to the 
expression of the church, is expressed in twenty-seven 
books. In reality, this tradition is not expressed in 
twenty-seven books, nor in five, nor in 138, just as the 
revelation of God cannot be expressed in a number. of 
pages or letters. 

To say that the revelation of God is expressed in 185 
pages on paper, is the same as saying that the soul of 
such and such a man weighs fifteen hundredweights, or 
the light of the lamp measures seven bushels. 

The revelation was expressed in the souls of men, and 
men transmitted it from one to another and wrote a tew 
things down. From what has been noted down, it is 
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known that there existed more than one hundred gospels 
and epistles, which were not accepted by the church. 
The church selected twenty-seven books and called them 
canonical. It is evident that some books expressed the 
tradition better, some worse, and that there is no break 
in the gradation. The church had to draw a line some- 
where, in order to separate what it regarded as divinely 
inspired. But it is evident that no such line could 
sharply separate the full truth from the full lie. The 
tradition is a shadow from the white to the black, or from 
the truth to the lie, and no matter where the line may be 
drawn, the shadows would inevitably be separated where 
the black is. This is precisely what the church did, 
when it separated the tradition and called some canonical 
and the rest apocryphal. This was done remarkably well. 
The church chose so well that the newest investigations 
have shown that nothing is to be added. From these in- 
vestigations it became clear that what is best known and 
is best has been included by the church in the canonical 
books. ; 

More than that: as though to correct the inevitable 
error, which was due to the drawing of the line, the 
church has accepted some of the traditions from the 
apocryphal books. 

Everything which could have been done was done 
excellently. But in this separation the church erred in 
this, that, wishing more emphatically to reject what was 
not received by it, and to give more weight to what it did 
receive, it put one general seal of infallibility on what it 
accepted. Everything is from the Holy Ghost, and every 
word is true. With this it ruined and harmed everything 
which it received. By inevitably accepting in this strip 
of the tradition the white, the bright, and the gray, that 
is, the more or less pure teaching, and by imposing on 
everything the seal of infallibility, it deprived itself of 
the right to combine, exclude, elucidate what was ac- 
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cepted, which, indeed, was its duty to do, and which it 
has never done. Everything is sacred: the miracles, the 
Acts of the Apostles, Paul’s advice concerning the wine, 
and the delirium of the Apocalypse, and so forth, so that 
after the eighteen hundred years of their existence these 
books lie before us in the same coarse, clumsy, absurd, 
contradictory form in which they have ever been. By 
assuming that every word of the Scripture is sacred 
truth, the church tried to combine, elucidate, solve the 
contradictions, and understand, and did everything which 
could be done in this sense, that is, gave the greatest 
possible meaning to what is absurd. But the first mis- 
take has been fatal. 

By recognizing everything as sacred truth, it was 
necessary to justify everything, shut the eyes, conceal, 
make false deals, fall into contradictions, and, alas, fre- 
quently tell an untruth. While accepting everything in 
words, the church has been compelled to reject certain 
books in fact. Such are the whole of the Apocalypse 
and parts of the Acts, which frequently not only fail 
to be instructive, but are even offensive. It is evident 
that Luke wrote about the miracles in order to strengthen 
people in the faith, and no doubt there were some who 
were confirmed in their faith by such reading, but now it 
is not possible to find a more blasphemous book, one 
which more undermines faith. Perhaps a candle is 
needed where there is darkness. But if there is light, 
there is no sense in illuminating it with a candle, for 
it will be seen without it. Christ’s miracles are the 
candles which are brought into the light in order to 
illuminate it. If there is light, it will be seen any- 
way; and if there is no light, then it is only the 
candle which is shedding light. 

And so it is impossible and unnecessary to read 
the twenty-seven books in succession, recognizing each 
word as holy, as the church reads them, for one would 
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only arrive at what the church has arrived at, namely, 
at the negation of self. In order to comprehend the 
contents of the Scripture which belongs to the Christian 
faith, it is necessary first to solve the question which 
of the twenty-seven books that are given out as con- 
stituting Holy Scripture are more or less essential and 
important, and then to begin with those that are most 
important. Such unquestionably are the four gospels. 
Everything which precedes them may, in a large measure, 
be only historical material for the comprehension of the 
Gospel, and everything subsequent only an elucidation 
of these books. And so it is not necessary, as the 
churches do, inevitably to harmonize all the books (we 
are convinced that that, more than anything else, has 
led the churches to preach unintelligible things), but in 
these four books, which, according to the teaching of the 
church, expound the most essential revelation, to find the 
most important bases of the teaching, without conforming 
with any teaching of the other books, not because I do 
not wish to do so, but because I am afraid of the errors 
of the other books, which offer such a bright and palpable 
example. 

What I shall try to find in these books is this: (1) 
What is comprehensible to me, for no one can believe 
what is incomprehensible, and the knowledge of what is 
incomprehensible is equal to ignorance ; (2) what answers 
my question as to what I am, what God is; and (3) what 
the one chief basis of every revelation is. And so I am 
not going to read the incomprehensible, obscure, half- 
intelligible passages as I want them to be, but so as to 
bring them most in agreement with entirely clear pas- 
sages, with which they can be reduced to one basis. By 
reading in this manner, not once or twice, but many 
times, both the Scripture itself and what has been 
written about it, I came to the conclusion that the 
whole Christian tradition is contained in the four gos- 
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pels; that the books of the Old Testament can serve 
only as an explanation of the form which Christ’s teach- 
ing has chosen, and that they can only obscure, but in no 
way elucidate, the meaning of Christ’s teaching ; that the 
epistles of John and James are teachings which were 
called forth by the peculiar condition of the private eluci- 
dations, and that it is possible to find in them at times 
Christ’s teaching expressed from a new side, and nothing 
more. Unfortunately, we frequently can find, especially 
in the epistles of Paul, an expression of the teaching 
which is lable to fill the reader with doubts, which 
obscure the teaching itself. But the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, like many of the epistles of Paul, not only have 
nothing in common with the Gospel and with the epistles 
of John, Peter, and James, but frequently contradict 
them. The Revelation absolutely reveals nothing. But 
the main thing is that, no matter at what different times 
they were written, the Gospel forms the exposition of the 
whole teaching, and everything else is only an interpreta- 
tion of it. 

I read the Gospel in Greek, in the language in which 
we possess it, and I translated as the sense and the dic- 
tionaries demanded, now and then departing from the 
translations which exist in the modern languages and 
which were made when the church had comprehended 
and defined the meaning of the tradition in its own way. 
Besides translating, I have inevitably been led to the 
necessity of harmonizing the four gospels, since they all 
expound, though variously, the same incidents and the 
same teaching. The new proposition of exegetics, that 
the Gospel of John, being exclusively theological, should 
be discussed separately, had no meaning for me, since my 
aim is not historical, nor philosophical, nor theological 
criticism, but the finding of the meaning of the teaching. 
The meaning of the. teaching is expressed in the four 
gospels, and so, if all four are the exposition of one and 
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the same revelation of truth, then one must confirm and 
elucidate the rest. And so I considered them by uniting 
them, without omitting the Gospel of John. 

There have been many attempts made at combining 
the gospels, but all those which I know, Arnolde de 
Vence, Farrar, Reuss, Grechulévich, harmonize them on a 
historical basis, and are all equally unsuccessful. Not 
one of them is better than another in the historical sense, 
and all are equally satisfactory in the sense of the teach- 
ing. I leave the historical meaning entirely alone, and 
harmonize ovly in the sense of the teaching. The har- 
monization of the gospels on this basis has this advantage, 
that the true teaching represents, as it were, a circle, of 
which all the parts determine their mutual significance, 
and for the study of which it is immaterial from what 
place we begin. In studying in this manner the gospels, 
in which the historical events of Christ’s life are se 
closely connected with the teaching, the historical con- 
secutiveness appeared quite immaterial to me, and for the 
historical consecutiveness it made no difference to me 
which harmonization of the gospels I took as my basis. 
I selected two of the latest harmonizations, by authors 
who made use of the labours of all their predecessors, 
Grechulévich and Reuss, but since Reuss has separated 
John from the synoptics, Grechulévich’s harmonization 
has been of greater use to me, and I took it for the basis 
of my work, collating it with Reuss and departing from 
both whenever the sense demanded it. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 
HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 





INTRODUCTION 


ETATTEAION KATA EVANGEL« FROM? THE ANNOUNCE- 
MATOAION, KATA MATTHEW,FROM MENT OF GOOD 


MAPKON, KATA MARK, FROM ACCORDING TO 
AOTKAN, KATA LUKE, FROM MATTHEW,MARK 
IQANNHN. JOHN. LUKE, JOHN. 


1. “’Apyh rod evay- Markit. 1. The begin- 1. The beginning of 

px" Y £ th f th e f 

, - - ning of the gospel of the announcement o 

yerlou — Ingod Xpwrot jesus Christ,; the Son good of Jesus Christ, 
viot Tov Oeod. of God.@ the son of God, 


(a) The word Evangel is generally not translated. Under 
this word are understood the books of the New Testament 
about Jesus Christ, and no other meaning is ascribed to 
it. However, this word has a definite meaning, which is 
connected with the contents of the books. 

The literal translation of the word evayyéNuov is in 
Russian dlagovyest’ (glad tidings). That translation is 
not correct : (1) because blagovyes?’ has in Russian a differ- 
ent meaning ; (2) because it does not render the meaning 
of the two component parts ed and ayyédvov. Ev means 
good, well, true; ayyédov means not so much informa- 
tion given, news, as the very action of informing, impart- 
ing news, and therefore the word is more exactly translated 
by the expression announcement. Consequently the com- 
pound word evayyedov ae to be translated by an- 

1 
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nouncement of good, or, more intelligibly in Russian, by 
announcement about what is good. 

(b) The words cata Mar@aiov, and so forth, indicate 
that the announcement of good was made from stories, 
or notes, or indications, and, in general, from the in- 
formation furnished about this announcement by Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, John, and, as it is not known in 
what manner the evangelists imparted their information, 
and as it is not mentioned that the evangelists wrote it 
themselves, the preposition cara must be translated by 
according to, that is, that the information about the 
announcement, in whatever manner it may have been 
transmitted, was given by Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

(c) The word Xpiords means the anointed. 

The meaning of this word is connected with the tra- 
ditions of the Jews. For the meaning of the contents of 
the announcement of good, this word offers nothing and 
may be indifferently rendered by anointed or Christ. I 
prefer the word Christ, as anointed has received a differ- 
ent meaning in Russian. 

(d) The expression son of God is assumed by the 
church to be the exclusive appellation of Jesus Christ, 
but according to the gospel it has not this exclusive 
meaning: it refers equally to all men. This meaning is 
clearly expressed in many passages of the gospel. 

Speaking to the people at large, Jesus Christ says: 


Matt.v. 16. Let your light so shine before men, that they 
ay see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
eaven. 


In another place: 


Matt. v.45. That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Luke vi. 36." Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful, 
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Matt. vi.1. Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, 
to be seen of them : otherwise ye have no reward of your Father 
which is in heaven. 

Matt. vi. 4. That thine alms may be in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in secret, himself shall reward thee openly. 

Matt. v. 48. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect. | 

Matt. vi. 6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. 

Matt. vi. 8. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask him. 

Matt. vi. 14. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 


And there are many other passages in the gospels 
where all men are called sons of God. More than that: 
In the Gospel of St. Luke there is a passage in which it 
says that by the word son of God is to be understood 
every man, and also that Jesus is called the son of God 
not in any exclusive sense, but because, like all men, he 
came from God and, therefore, was a son of God. 

Setting forth the genealogy of Jesus, Luke, ascending 
from his mother to his grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
farther back, says: Which was the son of Enos, which 
was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which 
was the son of God (Luke iii. 38). 

Thus the words, Of Jesus Christ, the son of God, indi- 
cate the person by whom the announcement was made. 
This person is called Jesus, the name given him by men, 
and, besides, Christ, that is, God’s chosen one, and, be- 
sides, the son of God. 

The title defines the contents of the book. It says 
that in the book the good is announced to men. It is 
necessary to remember the meaning of this title in order 
to be able to pick out in the book the more essential from 
the less important passages; since the contents of the 
book are the announcement of good to men, everything 
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which defines this good to men is most essential, and 
everything which has not this aim of announcing the 


good is less essential. 
Thus the full title will be: 
The announcement of the true good, made by Jesus 
Christ, the son of God. 


THE AIM 


31. Tatra 6é yéypar- 
Tat, iva muctevonte Ore 
{elit a c 
6 “Inoots éorwv 6 Xpio- 
Tos 6 vids TOD Oeov, Kal 
iva misrevovres (whv 


John xx, 31. But these 
are written, that ye 
might believe that 
Jesus¢ is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have 
life in his name,? 


OF THE BOOK 


31. This is written that 
men might believe that 
Jesus Christ is the son 
of God, and that believ- 
ing they might receive 
life through what he has 
been. 


éxnte €v TH dvduare 
avrov. 


(2) In many texts these words are differently placed, not 
dt. 0 Inaods éotw 6 Xpiotds 6 vids, but dt 6 “Inaods o 
Xpictes éotw 6 vids. 

I accept the second order, regarding it as clearer. 

(b) The words év T@ dvdware avrod literally translated 
by in his name represent one of those expressions to which, 
through a verbal rendering, we ascribe an arbitrary and 
most frequently an indistinct meaning. 

The Hebrew word which corresponds to the word dvopa 
designates not the name, but the person himself, that 
which he really is, and therefore the words might have 
life in his name must be understood as meaning that life is 
given by the very essence of that which is the son of God. 


1. "Emecdjmep moddol 
érexelpnoav davardtac- 
Bat Sinynow wept rdv 


memA\npopopnucvay ev 
huey mpayuarwr, 
2. Kaéas mapédocav 


juty ol dm’ dpyfs abrér- 
Tat kal vrnpéra yevd- 
Mevot TOD Abyou, 


Lukei. 1. Forasmuch 
as many have taken in 
hand to set forth in 
order a declaration of 
those things which are 


most surely believed 
among us. 
2. Even as they de- 


livered them unto us, 
which from the begin- 
ning were eyewitnesses, 
and ministers of the 
word ;4 


1. Since many have al- 
ready begun to tell con- 
nectedly of the things 
which have happened 
among us, 


2. As the eyewitnesses 
and executors of the 
teaching have transmit- 
ted to us; 
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8. “Edoke kauol, Tapy- 
koNovOnkdTe kvwhev wa- 
ow axpiBds, Kabetts 
oo ypdwat, KparicTe 
Gcddire, 

4, "Iva érvyvgs rept 
Ov Karnxnens Adywr 
Thy aopddeav. 


3. It seemed good to 
me also, having had per- 
fect understanding of 
all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee 
in order, most excellent 
Theophilus,? 

4. That thou mightest 
know the certainty of 
that teaching, wherein 
thou hast been in- 
structed. 
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3. I, too, decided, hav- 
ing learned everything 
correctly from the very 
first, to write to you, in 
order, Mr. Theophilus, 


4. That you might find 
out the real truth of 
those injunctions which 
you have been taught. 


(a) The words avtomtat kal irnpérat Tod Adyov are in- 
correctly translated: in Slavic witnesses or servants of the 
word, and in German Diener des Wortes. Aoryos in this ex- 
pression cannot mean word ; one cannot be a witness of a 
word. The translation of the Vulgate viderunt et ministri 
sermonis is more correct. Here the word Adyos cannot sig- 
nify anything else but the sermon of the teaching or 
wisdom. 

(6) Luke’s introduction is a private address to Theoph- 
ilus, expository of the gospel, and does not touch the 
teaching. 


In this preface it says that through faith in the fact 
that Jesus Christ was the son of God men will have life. 
Just as by the words the announcement of good is to be 
understood a certain special, more definite, more real good 
than that which men consider good, so by the word life, 
which men will have, apparently is meant a different 
life from what men regard as life. This other life is 
obtained through believing that there is a son of God, 
and it is pointed out that with this filial relation to God 
is connected the announcement of good itself. The verses, 
which say that these things had been written about before, 
and which tell what it is that has caused Luke to write 
out his exposition, do not touch the teaching and are, 
therefore, left out in my exposition, or ought to be printed 
in a smaller type, as an appendix. 

Thus the meaning of Luke’s verses is as follows: 
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The announcement of good is written in order that all 
men, having convinced themselves that Jesus Christ is 
the son of God, might receive life through believing that 
there is a son of God. 


THE COMPREHENSION 


au n 4 John i. 1, Ine the be- 1. The comprehension 
st Hy AEX Oke inning?® wase the of life became the begin- 
nie Word. a ning of all. 


In order to understand the necessity of elucidating the 
first verse and the following verses of the Introduction, it 
is necessary to have a clear account of the meaning of the 
existing translations. 

The church translation of the first verse has no mean- 
ing whatever. The translation is: Jn the beginning was 
the Word. This is not a translation of a thought, but of 
words. No sense results from it, and each separate word 
is invested with a mystic and arbitrary gloss. In order 
to discover the meaning of these expressions, it 1s neces- 
sary to discard the church gloss, and to analyze each 
word. 

(a) The preposition év signifies sojourn in something ; 
with a verb of motion it signifies transposition and sojourn 
in something. 

(b) apxy signifies not only temporal and fundamental 
beginning, but also beginning as the foundation of every- 
thing, and so I translate it by beginning of all. 

(c) mv from the verb e¢u/ signifies, in addition to exist- 
ence, also change, and frequently may and must be trans- 
lated by the words become, turn. 

(d) Xéyos has eleven chief meanings: (1) word, (2) 
speech, (3) conversation, (4) report, (5) eloquence, 
(6) reason, as distinguishing man from beast, (7) reflec- 
tion, opinion, precept (it is the same which is rendered 
by sermo in the Vulgate), (8) cause, foundation of thought, 
(9) account, (10) esteem, (11) relation (Adyos éyéveto pds) 
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to be in relation with some one. Ask a pupil, who knows 
Greek, but who is not acquainted with the church teaching, 
to translate the first verse from John, and he will, to get 
any sensible translation of this passage, from the context 
immediately reject seven impossible meanings of Néyos 
from this sentence, namely, the meanings of word, speech, 
conversation, report, eloquence, account, and esteem, and 
will be choosing between the meanings of reason, cause, 
reflection, and correlation. All these four meanings, given 
to the word Adyos in translations, fit the sense of the clause, 
but each of them, taken separately, fits it only partially. 

Reason is a man’s capacity to think. 

Reflection is only the action of this capacity. 

Correlation is that which furnishes the material to the 
capacity to think. 

Cause is one of the forms of thinking. 

Each meaning, taken separately, defines one side of the 
activity of thought. Adyos apparently has here a very 
broad and fundamental meaning. In order to render this 
word in Russian, [ find most appropriate the word com- 
prehension (razumyente), because this word combines all 
the four possible meanings of Adyos. 

Comprehension is not “only reason, but also the action 
of reason leading to something; nos only cause, but also 
the seeking of it; not only reflection, but also reflection 
elucidating the cause; and not only relation, but also 
reasonable activity in relation to cause. This translation 
is completely confirmed by the introduction to the teach- 
ing of the same writer, namely, in the first epistle of 
John. Thus, in the first verse the same expression is 
used: 5 Hv am’ apyis, 5 axnxcawev, and so forth, zrepi 
Tov Aoyou THs CwHns. It is evident that it can be trans- 
lated only by the words comprehension of life. By the 
addition of the word ris fw%s, which John makes in 
the epistle, the meaning becomes absolutely clear and 
defined — comprehension of life. Therefore, I translate 
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the word Adyos by comprehension of life, because I find 
such translation clearer and more precise, though I do 
not refute any other translation. We may equally put 
down the word reason, and all-wisdom, and even the word 
word, by ascribing a broader meaning to it; we may even 
leave the word Adyos untranslated, — the meaning will 
always be one and the same. 

Consequently I literally translate the first verse thus: 
In the beginning of all there grew to be the comprehen- 
sion of life. This translation gives a clear sense, if the 
title is kept in view, that is, the announcement of good 
by Jesus Christ. In the beginning of all, or, the begin- 
ning of all grew to be the comprehension of life according 
to the announcement of Jesus Christ. 


1, Kat 6 dédyos Fv _John i. 1. And the 1. And the compre- 


mpos Tov Oebv. Bia was with? a ay of life stood 


(a) The second part of the verse is still more hopelessly 
incomprehensible in the church translation. In order to 
remove this perplexity, it is necessary first of all to direct 
our attention to the word God. The word God serves, 
as it were, as a definition of what Acyos is. Therefore 
we must above all else know what the author understands 
by the word God. There is an indication of it in the 
eighteenth verse of the same chapter, and in the first 
epistle of John (iv. 12) it says: No man hath seen God 
at any time. Therefore, in order that the reader may 
not unite with the word God a meaning which the author 
himself did not connect, it is necessary to remember how 
the author understood the word. Only through the indi- 
cation that the word God must not and cannot be under- 
stood as something comprehensible and definite, does the 
meaning of the first verses become comprehensible. 

(b) The preposition wpds with the accusative has eleven 
meanings: (1) to; (2) in the direction of ; (3) the major- 
ity of meanings of the same preposition with the dative; 
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there are three such meanings: (a) near, (8) in, and, on, 
and (‘y) besides, in addition to; (4) for, in view of ; (5) in 
reference to; (6) against; (7) on an equality with, for 
somebody, for something; (8) in respect to something; 
(9) because of; (10) during the time of, and (11) 
almost, near something. The simplest and directest 
meaning is to. 

(c) The words apés tov Gedv in the literal translation, 
as given in the Slavic, are was to God. But the words 
was to God have no meaning. The translation of mpés Tov 
Geov by with God, erat apud Deum, bet Gott, has also no 
meaning, and has the further disadvantage that mpés with 
the accusative never means apud, and I have purposely 
written out all the meanings of apes with the accusative 
in order that it may be clear to all that mpos with the accu- 
sative can never mean with. Apud means lefore, near, 
and nothing else. The only philological excuse for trans- 
lating it so is that apes with the accusative sometimes 
(very rarely) has the same meaning as with the dative, 
namely near, and apud also means near. Out of a thou- 
sand cases of mpes with the accusative there will, proba- 
bly, be one when it has the meaning of near; admitting 
even that apes means in this case apud, it will only give 
us that the word was near God, and not with God. For 
the church translation that was the only issue from a 
difficulty. 

The church translation with God has received a mystic 
interpretation, and the church was satisfied with it, for- 
getting that this is not a translation, but an arbitrary 
interpretation. But since I am looking for sense in the 
book which I am reading, and do not allow myself to give 
arbitrary meanings to words, I was compelled either to 
reject these words as incomprehensible, or to find a mean- 
ing for them which would correspond to the laws of the 
language and of common sense. In order to ascribe some 
sense to this sentence, it is possible, by taking Adyos in 
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the sense of word or wisdom, to give to the preposition 
mpos the meaning which it has in Greek, namely, relative, 
in relation to something, so that mpés may in this place 
be translated merely by the genitive, without any prepo- 
sition, namely: And the comprehension was, or, there grew 
to be a comprehension of God, and then the translation 
will be like this: In the beginning was the comprehension. 
And the comprehension was the comprehension of God. 
But in this case the meaning of the preposition apes will 
be stretched. It is also possible to give to the word 
Aoyos the meaning of comprehension, the activity of reason 
always directed toward something, and then the preposi- 
tion pds may be translated in its direct and first mean- 
ing to, having in mind that the comprehension is directed 
to something, and that the translation will be: Zhe com- 
prehension was, or, grew to be directed to God ; but in that 
case the. superfluous word directed must be added, or the 
translation will not be very clear. Then again, we may 
give to mpds the meaning of equality, exchange of one 
thing for another. This meaning is precisely covered 
by the popular against (swprotw). Oxen will not work 
against horses. He respects him against his father, and 
so forth, and then the third translation will be: Compre- 
hension grew to be the beginning of everything. And the 
comprehension grew to be against God (that is, the compre- 
hension took the place of God). 

The first two translations have almost the same mean- 
ing, but they are neither of them precise. In the first, 
the meaning of the words mpos tov Gedy (twice repeated 
and therefore obviously necessary for the expression of the 
thought) is entirely omitted ; in the second, it is necessary 
to add a new word dvrected, in order to give any meaning 
to this preposition. 

The third translation expresses the same thought, and 
has this advantage: it renders mpés by a preposition, 
and adds nothing more. 
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In order to decide among these three translations, it is 
necessary to analyze all four sentences, which are con- 
nected with each other, where the preposition pos is 
used. 

The four sentences are these: 

(1) In the beginning was the Adyos, or, the Adyos grew 
to be the beginning; (2) the Adyos was to God, or, the 
Aoyos grew to be mpos tov Gedy; (3) the Adyos was, or, 
grew to be, God, and (4) in the beginning, or, as the 
beginning, the Aéyos was, or grew to be, pds Tov Oedv. 

In all three translations one part of the thought is 
equally clear, and the other part equally obscure. What 
is clear is the first sentence: The comprehension of God 
was, or grew to be, in the beginning, or, as the beginning, 
and the third: The comprehension was, or grew to be, 
God. 

In the meaning of the first sentence, that in the 
beginning, or, as the beginning, grew to be comprehen- 
sion, and of the third, that the comprehension was, or, 
grew to be, God, all three translations and the church 
translation agree. 

In the beginning was the comprehension, or, compre- 
hension grew to be the beginning, and, it was, or, grew to 
be, God, — that is the main idea. And one results from 
the other. 

The second sentence explains this idea; it explains in 
what manner the comprehension grew to be, or, was, God, 
and the fourth sentence only repeats the first and the sec- 
ond. It says that it became God in that it was, or grew 
to be, pos Tov Oecv. Three meanings of mpds fit in here. 
The comprehension was, or, grew to be, the comprehen- 
sion of God. It was, or, grew to be, turned to God, and 
it was, or, grew to be, against, in the place of, God. 

The first two translations reduce themselves to one, 
namely, that the comprehension is that which expressed 
God. The comprehension was the comprehension of God 
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means: the:comprehension expressed God. The compre- 
hension was turned to God, and grew to be God, also 
means: united with God, expressed God. The third 
translation expresses the same, namely : the comprehen- 
sion grew to be against, that is, in the place of, God, 
expressed God. This translation includes the meaning of 
the other two. It is sufficient to put in the place of the 
awkward against, the preposition for, which expresses ex- 
change, and we get the broadest and fullest, and literally 
most exact translation, which, for the Russian, preserves 
even the case of the original: And the comprehension 
stood for Cod. 


1. Kal Ocds Fv 6 N6- | John. 1, And the word 1. And the compre- 
“yos was God.« hension of life became 


aoe Goda. 
2. Otros jv év apxn 2. The same was in 2. It grew to be the 
mpos Tov Oedp. the beginning with God. beginning of everything 
or God. 


(2) In the first verse I transpose the words, and trans- 
late: The comprehension. became God. 1 place the word 
comprehension before the word God, because, according to 
the spirit of the Russian language, the subject must pre- 
cede the predicate, and Adyos is the subject, because it has 
the article, whereas the predicate is without the article. 

(0) The verb e¢ué,in addition to meaning fo be, live, exist, 
has also the meaning of to become, grow, originate. If it 
says that in the beginning was the comprehension, or word, 
and that the word was to God, or with God, or for God, 
it is impossible to go on and say that 2 was God. If it 
was God, it could stand in no relation to God. And so it 
is necessary in this place to translate Av by became, grew 
to be, and not by i was. The two verses translated 
accordingly receive a definite meaning. 


The conception about God is assumed as known, and 
mention is made of the source from which this concep- 
tion came. It says: According to the announcement of 
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Jesus Christ the beginning of everything was the compre- 
hension of life. And the comprehension of life, accord- 
ing to Christ’s teaching, took the place of the conception 
of God, or blended with it. 

If it were necessary to get a confirmation of such an 
understanding of these two verses, the eighteenth verse, 
which includes the whole discussion and directly ex- 
presses the idea that no one has ever known God, but 
that the son has manifested him in the Aeyos, and the 
whole discussion, which tells us the same, and the follow- 
ing verses, which tell us that by the Adyos everything is 
born, and without it nothing is born, and the whole sub- 
sequent teaching, which develops the same idea, every- 
thing confirms the same. The meaning of these verses is 
this: According to the announcement of good by Jesus 
Christ the comprehension of life became the foundation 
and beginning of everything. The comprehension of life 
stood in the place of God, — the comprehension of life 
became God. 

It is this which according to the announcement of 
Jesus Christ became the foundation and beginning of 
everything in the place of God. 


3. IIdvra 8¢ adrod Johni. 3. All things 3. Everything was 
evé MOISE TOU Le made« by him; born through the com- 
TOPE ee Ke pe a and withoute himé was prehension, and without 
éyévero ovdé év, 6 yéyo- not any thing made the comprehension is 
vev. thate was made.f not anything born of 

that which is alive and 
lives. 


(a) The words 8’ adrod mean by means of it, through 
it, and cannot be rendered (in Russian) by the ablative 
case alone. Av avtod does not mean by him, but by tts 
aid. I translate through the comprehension, substituting 
the word which is meant by the pronoun. 

(b) The word éyévero means was born, in its first straight 
simple meaning. According to all the dictionaries this 
word has only five chief meanings: (1) to be born; (2) to 
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become ; (8) to be, ewist (the first three meanings are all 
applicable in this sentence) ; (4) to be frequently, to happen 
frequently ; (5) to be occupied with something (the last two 
meanings are inapplicable). There are no other meanings. 
The meaning facta sunt (according to the Vulgate), 
gemacht (in Luther), cannot be applied to this verb, but 
in the Vulgate and in Luther these words are translated 
by omnia per ipsum facta sunt, Dinge sind durch dasselbe 
gemacht. In Church-Slavic it is translated by byst’, but 
from the explanations which are attached to this word, 
namely, that everything was created by him, this word 
byst’ is taken in precisely the same seuse as that in which 
it is translated in the Vulgate and by Luther; that is, as 
made. 1 translate the word in its first and simplest 
meaning, which includes the meanings of become and be, 
and so it is not for me to justify the departure from the 
customary translations, but for the previous translators to 
justify their own departures from the original. There 
can be no justification of the arbitrary translation of the 
word éyévero by facta sunt and gemacht. The explana- 
tion why the word is so incorrectly translated may be 
found in the church interpretation of the whole passage. 
According to the church interpretation the Adyos is the 
second person of the Holy Trinity, and to it is ascribed 
the creation of the world. In translating into Latin jio 
was used, which does not correspond to yiyvomat, but 
only to one of its meanings, to become. In Luther’s trans- 
lation the verb gemacht is used, though it answers but 
one of the meanings of fio in the active voice, and the 
word has entirely departed trom its meaning. 


Here is the interpretation of the church (Archimandrite 
Mikhail) : 


Interpretation of St. John i 3. All things were made by him: 
all things received their existence, all things were created by 
him (Gen. i.; Heb, i. 2; Col. i. 16). 
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All things: St. Paul, in evolving the same idea about the 
creation of all things by the Word, explains all things in the fol- 
lowing manner: All things that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin- 
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him 
and for him (Col. i. 16). Consequently, in the sphere of all 
things created, whether in heaven, or in earth, whether in the 
spiritual, or in the material world, there is not a being, nor a 
thing, which has not received its existence through him. Con- 
sequently, the Word is the Creator of the world; consequently, 
it is God. The expression by him does not mean that that Word 
is a dependent Creator of the world, and not the prime moving 
cause of the creation of the world, or that God created the world 
by means of the Word, as an artist creates by means of a tool ; 
such a turn of speech is used in Scripture whenever it speaks of 
the first cause, acting of its own force and independently (cf. 
1 Cor. i.9; xii. 8,13; Chrys., and Theophilac.). Here it is so 
expressed in order to prevent one from imagining that the Son 
was not born (Chrys.). 

By such a turn of speech our attention is directed to that rela- 
tion of the Word to the Father, by which God the Father, who 
is invisible and abides in the inaccessible world, appears and 
always acts in his Son, who, therefore, is the image of the in- 
visible God (Heb. i. 3). The Son never acts as though he fell 
away or separated from the Father, so that the creative activity 
of the Son is at the same time the activity of the Father, and 
the will of the Father is at the same time the will of the Son 
(John v. 19, 20). 

Without him was not anything made that was made. Repeti- 
tion, explanation, and intensification of the preceding expres- 
sion and of the creative activity of the Word. In the created 
world everything is made by him, not excepting anything, but 
only in the created world (that was made). That no one might 
think that, if everything was made by him, so was also the Holy 
Ghost, the evangelist found it necessary to add that was made, 
that is, that was created, but the Holy Ghost is not a created 
being (cf. Chrys. and Theophilac.). “I shall not be frightened 
by what it says that all things received their being through the 
Son, as though in the words all things is also included the Holy 
Ghost ; for it does not simply say all things, but all things that 
were made. The Father is not by the Son, nor is all that by 
the Son, which had no beginning of existence ” (Greg. the Div. 
iii. 1138). 
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(¢) The simplest and most common meaning of the word 
xopis is outside of, and I leave it so. 

(d) Instead of the pronoun, I for clearness’ sake again 
put the word for which it stands. 

(¢) To oI, in accordance with the demands of the Rus- 
sian language, add of that. Any one who knows the 
Greek and the Russian languages knows that the relative 
pronoun is not translated literally into Russian, but 
always demands the addition of the word that. 

(7) yéyover is a perfect, and so it is incorrectly translated 
by byst’; the perfect in Greek denotes what was and is, 
and so it has to be translated by was born and lwes. 


4. "Evatroe toh Fv. John 7.4. Int him was 4. In it there grew to 
kal} wh Fv Bi Fhe life; and the life was be life, the same as, the 


: . the light’ of men. light of men grew to be 
avopworwy: : life. 
5. Kat 7d ods év TH . And the lighte shin- 5. Just as the light 


the Sly ‘ eth. in darkness; and shines in the darkness 
gore paiver, Kal ) oKO- the darkness compre- and the darkness does 
tla avrd ov karé\aBev. hended2 it not. not swallow it. 


(a) év besides meaning im means also im one’s power: 
év ool, év éxyove, and so forth. It is used here in that 
sense. Jn a is life means in it is the power over life, 
in it rs the possibility of life. 

(0) From the construction of a sentence like cal 7 Gon 
mv To Pos and from the omission, in many texts, of the 
article before das, light is the predicate. 

John aii. 36. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye 
may be the children of light. 


(c) Pos light from all the contexts signifies the true 
comprehension of life. 

(d) katadapBdve, to grasp, take, meet, understand, take 
in, accept, hold back, swallow. I translate it in the sense 
of to swallow, put out, extingutsh. 


Before that it said that the comprehension of life grew 
to be the beginning of everything. Now it says that only 
the comprehension gives life, and that without the com- 
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prehension there can be no life. Life consists only in its 
comprehension. The fourth verse confirms that, and 
says: Life is in the power of the comprehension. Only 
the comprehension gives the possibility of life. The true 
life is the one which is illuminated by the light of the 
comprehension. The light of men is the true life; light 
gives light, and there is no darkness in it. Even thus 
the comprehension gives life, in which there is no death. 

Everything which became truly alive, is so only 
through the comprehension. The true life, according to 
the announcement of Jesus Christ, grew to be such only 
in the comprehension. Or, to say it differently: The 
light, the comprehension of men, became the true life for 
men, even as the light is that which truly exists, while 


the darkness is only the absence of light. 


ness cannot destroy the light. 


6. "Eyévero &vOpwros 
deat ahévos rapa Beov, 
dvoua ait@ *Iwdvvns. 

7. Otros HdOev els 
paptuplar, iva = wap- 
Tupjoyn wept TOU Pwrds, 
iva mwavres TisTebowot 
dt abrod. 

8. OvK fv éxelvos 7d 
pas, GAN iva pwaptupy- 
on wept TOU pwris. 


John i. 6. There was a 
man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 


7. The same came for 
a witness,¢ to bear wit- 
ness of the Light, that 
all men through him 
might believe. 


8. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to 
bear witness of that 
Light.2 


And the dark- 


6. A man was sent 
from God, whose name 
was John. 


7. He came for the 
showing, to show the 
light of the comprehen- 
sion, that all men might 
believe in the light of 
the comprehension. 


8. He himself was not 
the light, but came 
only to show the light of 
comprehension. 


(a) paptuptla testimony, proof, showing. 
(>) These verses sharply interrupé the train of thought 


and even the very discussion about the meaning of the 
light, by introducing details about John the Baptist. 
These verses by their contents do not confirm, nor contra- 
dict, the fundamental thought, and so do not enter into 
the exposition, but form only an addition. 


9. "Hy 1d gas 7d 
adnbivov, d pwrifer rav- 
Ta dvOpwrov épxduevov 
els TOY Koo MOY. 


John %. 9. That wase 
the true? Light, which 
lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world, 


9. It became the true 
light, such as lights up 
every man who comes 
into the world, 
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10. "Ey 7r@ xbopp Fy, 
kal 6 kdopos d¢ avrov 
éyévero, kal 6 Kécpos av- 
TOV OvK ey VW. 

11. Els 7a téca HrGe, 
Kaloi Vdi0c adrdv ob map- 


édaBov. 
12. “Ooo. 6& %daBov 
abrov, @dwkev avrots 


étovclay réxva Oeod ye- 
véoOat, Tots misTevovolv 
els TO bvoua avTov: 

13. Ot otk €& aipd- 
Twy, ovde €k OeXjuaTos 
capkds, ovdé é€k Oehjpa- 
Tos avdpds, aN éx Oeod 
fyevynOnoav. 


10. He was in the 
world, and the world 
was made bye him, and 
the world knew him not. 


11. He came unto his 
own,? and his own re- 
ceived him not.e 


12. But as many as re- 
ceivedf him, to them 
gave he powery to be- 
come? the sons of God, 
even to them that be- 
lieve on hist name. 


13. Which were born,* 
not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of 
God. 
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10. It appeared in the 
world, and the world 
was born through it, 
and the world did not 
know it. 


11. It appeared in sep- 
arate people, and the 
separate people did not 
receive it within them. 

12. But to all those 
who understood it, it 
gave the possibility of 
becoming sons of God, 
through faith in its 
meaning; 


13 They were gener- 
ated not from blood, nor 
from the lust of flesh 
nor from the lust of 
man, but from God. 


(a) nv signifies, as in former passages, not only was, but 


also became. 


(b) &dnOwes does not mean truthful, but real. 
(c) &a must again be translated by through, and has the 


same significance as before. 


éyéveTo means was born. 


(d) ra iva means separate, special, and is obviously said 


in contradistinction to the world at large. 


The light 


was in the whole world and in separate men, and so to 
the word iévos separate, which expresses that which in 
scientific language is expressed by the word individual, I 
add the word people. 

(€) wapadapBavev means to receive within oneself. 

(f) XapRavev to receive and more commonly to wnder- 
stand. 

(g) €Eovota means the permission, liberty, right, possibil- 
ity to do something. On the other hand, this word ex- 
presses what is expressed by the preposition év in év atT@ 
fw7 mv. In it was the power to give life, and therefore, 
having been born in it, they received the possibility. 

(h) Though yevéo Oar means also to be born, it can be 
translated here as to be or to become. 

(t) dvowa avrod occurs for the second time, and both 
times it is used after the word to believe. To believe in 
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évowa avtod. In Russian dvowa means name, in Hebrew 
the person itself. To express both ideas, it is necessary 
to say: in its essence, in its significance, in its meaning, 
and that is the way I translate it. 

(j) ot, which refers to trois, has to be translated as since 
they. 

(k) yevvdw means to germinate and then to bear. 


It said before that the life of the world is like the 
light in the darkness. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness does not detain it. Life lives in the 
world, but the world does not retain the life. Now, con- 
tinuing the discussion about the comprehension, it says 
that it is that light which illuminates every living man, 
that real light of life which is known to every man, 
so that the comprehension is distributed throughout the 
world, which lives by it, but the whole world does not 
know it, does not know that in the comprehension alone 
is the power, foundation, strength of life. The compre- 
hension was in separate people, and the separate people 
did not accept it within them, did not make it their 
own; they did not understand that life was only in it, 
or, the comprehension was in its own production, in the 
son, but the son did not recognize his Father. 

Neither all humanity, nor the majority of men taken 
separately understood that they lived only through the 
comprehension, and their life was like a light that appears 
in the darkness, flickers up, and goes out. 

There was a life which appeared amidst death and 
again was swallowed up by death. But to those who 
understood the comprehension it gave the possibility 
of becoming its sons through faith in their origin. The 
twelfth verse, which appears so incoherent and mixed up 
at its first reading, is so precise and clear when it is trans- 
lated rigorously that it is impossible to add anything for 
its elucidation, except to repeat it with the substitution 
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of a verbal noun in place of the participle muxTevovow, as 
it expresses strictly the same idea. After it was said 
that the life of men was like the light in the darkness 
and that life appeared and was swallowed by death, we 
get: But, although it was so, the comprehension gave 
men a chance to become the sons of comprehension, and 
thus to free themselves from death. In the twelfth 
verse it says that the comprehension gave men the chance 
to become the sons of God. In order that we may under- 
stand what is meant by the expression to become the 
sons of God, which is expounded clearly and in detail 
in the discourse with Nicodemus (John iii. 3-21), it is 
necessary to recall what was said at first. 

The comprehension is God, consequently, to become 
the son of God means to become the son of the compre- 
hension. 

What does son mean? In the third verse it says that 
everything which was born, was born of the comprehen- 
sion. What is born is the son, consequently, all of us 
are sons of the comprehension, so, then, what is meant by 
to become the sons of the comprehension? To this 
question we find an answer in the fourth verse. It says 
that life is in the power of the comprehension. Thus 
there is a double sonhood of the comprehension: one, the 
natural, — all are sons of the comprehension ; the other, 
which depends on the will of men, on the recognition 
of the dependence of one’s life on the comprehension. 
Even so carnal sonhood is always of two kinds. Every 
man is, whether he wants to be or not, of necessity the 
son of his father, and yet he may, or may not, acknowl- 
edge his father. Consequently, to become the son of the 
comprehension is the same as to acknowledge that life is 
all in the power of the comprehension, The same is 
expressed in verses 9-11. It says that men did not 
acknowledge that life was all in the comprehension, and 
m verse 12 it says that by believing in the significance 
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of the comprehension they could become fully its sons, 
because all men were born not of the lust of man and 
the blood of woman, but of the comprehension. 

It is necessary to acknowledge that, in order by origin 
and acknowledgment to be fully sons of the comprehen- 
sion. 

The meaning of the verses is as follows: 

The comprehension was in all men. It was in that 
which it produced: all men are alive only because they 
are born of the comprehension. But men have not rec- 
ognized their Father, the comprehension, and did not 
live by it, but assumed the source of their life to lie 
outside it (10,11). But to every man, who under- 
stood that source of life, the comprehension gave the 
possibility through the faith in it to become a son of 
God — the comprehension (12), because all men are born 
and live not through the blood of woman and through 
the lust of man, but through God — the comprehension 
(13). In Jesus Christ appeared the full comprehension. 
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John i. 14. And the 
Word was made flesh, 
and dwelte among us, 


(and we beheld his 


14. and the compre- 
hension became flesh 
and took its abode 
among us, and we saw 


14. Kal 6 déyos cape 
éyévero Kal éoKnrwoev 
év hutv, (Kal ebcacdueda 


thy dbéav adbrod, ddgav 
ws movoyevods mapa ma- 
Tpos) mAnpyns xapiTos 
kal dd7Oelas. 


glory,> the glory ase of 
the only begottene of¢ 
the Father,) fully of 
gracef and truth.” 


(a) oxnvdw to pitch a tent, make an 


settle. 


its teaching, as of him 
who is of the same origin 
with the Father, —the 
perfect teaching of god- 
liness in fact. 


abode, begin to live, 


(0) de€azfrom Soxéw means Ansicht, conception, opinion, 


teaching. 


Adéa cannot here be translated by rwmour or 


glory. The most correct would be proposition, that which 
some one proposes, but as the word is not used in this 
sense, I substitute for it teaching. 

(c) povoyerrjs besides meaning born alone, only begotten, 
means also of one origin, eines Geschlechts, of one kind, one 


essence, the same in essence with some one. 


Movos in this 
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connection does not mean only, but one, or, as in wovexpv- 
vos of the same sort of time, and many other words. In 
the Gospel of St. John the word is used but four times, 
in the present case and in the following: 


No man hath seen God at any time; the one-born Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared Lim (i. 18). 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one-born Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life (iii. 16). 

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the one-born Son of God (iii. 18). 


(d) In many places in John prepositions are used for a 
predicate. Thus pos is used in the first verse, and thus 
mapa is used here: it means coming out of, just as mapa 
Geod means having come down from the Father. 

(¢) ws has to be translated, not by as, but by i that. 
Here the construction demands that it be translated by as, 
but with the meaning in that. 

(f) xapis means: (1) charm, agreeableness, kindliness, 
beauty ; (2) favour; (3) gratitude; (4) everything which 
produces gratitude, beneficence ; (5) even sacrifice, offering, 
godliness, cwdte, I translate it here by godliness, because in 
the sixteenth verse it says that Christ gave us yapiv avth 
xXapuTos, tuat is one yapis for another. Now, yapus is the 
law of Moses, that is the law of godliness, consequently 
its ydpis is godliness according to Christ’s teaching. 

(y) Instead of wAnpns many texts read mAnpn, that is 
the accusative case, and that refers to d0&a, and not to 
Aeyos, and signifies complete, full, accomplished. The gen- 
itive case ydpiros and adnOelas may depend both on 
mAnpn and on Sé£a. In either case the meaning is one 
and the same. Whether the comprehension was com- 
plete, as given to us by the teaching, or whether the 
teaching of the comprehension was completely carried 
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out, I prefer to refer it to dd£a, and not to Adyos, because 
in the oldest variant, which I accept, dd&a stands later 
and seems to be intentionally repeated. 

(h) adnGeaa means truth, verity, reality, actuality. In 
order to render the first two meanings, the word truth is 
proper, but in order properly to render the meaning of 
reality and actuality, it would be necessary to periphrase 
it and say in fact, and so I use that expression. 


By accepting the canonical order of the words, nanely, 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full 
of grace and truth, and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, the translation will 
be: And the comprehension settled among us, the com- 
prehension of perfect godliness in truth (or, in fact), and 
we understood its teaching, as the teaching of the one- 
born, coming from the Father. 


15. "Iwdvyns pap- Johni. 15. John bare | 15. John shows about 
~ ) ae Sa ) witness of him, and _ him, and cries, andsays, 
TupeL Tept aUTOV, Kat cried, saying, This was This is he of whom I 
Kéxpaye éywv, Otros heof whom I spake, He spoke, Who comes after 
hy ov eirov ‘O éricw that cometh after me is me was born before me, 
om eer féy preferred before me; for he was the first. 
Hou EpXoMEvos EUMPOTVEY For he was before me. 
pou yéyovev: bru rpwrds 


fou Hv. 


The fifteenth verse about John the Baptist is striking 
by its irrelevance, and by the violation of the sense, and 
even from philological considerations. In the fourteenth 
verse mention was made of perfect glory, or the teaching 
of grace, or the serving of God; in the sixteenth verse the 
same word a)/pys in the form of the noun 7Ajpopa con- 
nects the further exposition about grace, and suddenly in 
the middle of it all there appears the verse about the wit- 
ness of John the Baptist, which is in no way connected 
with the preceding, nor with what follows. This verse 
does rot enter into the exposition, and may be printed 
as an addition. 
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0 _ Johni. 16. Andeofhis 16, For from its fulfik 

j6. Kat & hey mM fulness? have all we re- ment did we all get god- 

DWUATOS AUTO NMELS MAY- Coived,c and grace uponé liness in place oO godlis 
res éAdBouev, kal xdpw grace. ness. 

pies TL the 1 17. Because the law 
sy 5 4 17. For the law was F 

a ne % es oe given by Moses, but was given by Moses, 

Mwcéws €6607, 1 X4PS Srace and truth came Godliness in fact took 

kal 4 ddjdea dua Inood by Jesus Christ. place through Jesus 


Xpicrov éyévero. Christ. 


(a) dru is given in all the oldest texts and means because. 

(b) TAnpowa means fulness, superabundance, comsple- 
dion, fulfilment. 1 translate it by fulfilment, because this 
whole passage in John, which speaks of the meaning of 
the teaching of Jesus Christ in relation to Moses’ law, is 
apparently closely connected with and, as it were, eluci- 
dates the seventeenth verse of the fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, where the verb wAyjedcae is used in the sense of 
fulfilment: ov« 7A@ov KaTaddoal, AAA TANPaTat. 

(c) AapBdvw means to accept, understand, that is, to take 
into one, év col AauBavev. I use here get as having a 
broader meaning and embracing the majority of meanings 
of AapBavw to comprehend. 

(d) avré has precisely the meaning of the Latin pro, and 
of the Russian in the place of, and so it has to be trans- 
lated. The rendering of the preposition avré by vtiz in 
Church-Slavic, iber in German (Gnade tiber Gnade), 
in Russian grace upon grace, sur and apres in French 
(grace sur grace, or grace apres yrace, as Reuss translates 
it), is not justified by anything. Only the English trans- 
lation, which uses the preposition for (for grace), comes 
near to using one of the meanings of in the place of. 


In the translation of verses 16 and 17 I depart from 
the usual translation. The departures made by me are 
justified by the demands of language, by the clearness of 
the meaning thus obtained, by the connectedness of the 
whole discourse, and by the strict correspondence with 
what precedes, As in the translation of the words Adyes 
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word, ylyvouat to be born, even thus now the translation 
of the word d0&a glory, wovoyerrjs only begotten, avrt above, 
upon, quasi, als, ydpis grace, and of the verb AapBdvew 
in this place as receive, demands explanations not from 
me, but from previous translators. 

Only the desire to press the words into the service 
of a biassed opinion could have led the translators 
to such an obscure rendering of this passage, which is 
so out of keeping with the character of the language 
AcEa means opinion, dogma, teaching, belief, and only 
in rare cases does it mean glory, and then only in the 
sense which it has in popular Russian (rwmowr, report). 
- The church translation gives in this place gloria, glory, 
for d0&a. But the meaning of these words is not ap- 
plicable to comprehension, and so the church has given to 
the word glory the real meaning of teaching of faith, which 
it has, and says, We beheld his glory as of the only be- 
gotten Son, meaning by glory not exactly gloria, but 
something else. Frequently the church uses the word 
glory directly in the sense of belief, teaching, as for ex- 
ample, in the expression 607 dc&a right glory, or, right 
belief. I use teaching instead of glory, as being a more 
exact word, but do not mind leaving the word glory, 
provided it has the meaning of belief. 

The meaning of povoyerys of the same origin is con- 
firmed by the version of this passage by Origen, where it 
Says aAnOGs wovoyerns ws Tapa tapes, that is, truly one- 
born, as from the Father. Wlapa mrarpos is only an expla- 
nation of what wovoryevys signifies: precisely such as from 
the Father. 

Xdpis is translated by the word gracia, grace, Gnade, 
blagodat. The first two, gracia and grace, mean charm, 
but although the words are so translated, they are not 
used in that sense, but in the sense which they have 
acquired later. Just so the word Gnade, which signifies 
mercy, is not taken in the sense of mercy, but in another 
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sense given to it later. Similarly blagodat’ is not taken 
in the sense of good gift, as the composition demands, 
but in the sense which it received later. But if the word 
ydpis is to be taken in the sense of church grace, the 
seventeenth verse, where it says, grace im place of, or 
for, grace, does violence to this meaning. Grace in place 
of grace means that the former grace has given way to a 
new grace, but that meaning was contrary to the church 
interpretation, and so the translators had to change the 
meaning of the preposition avré, on which the whole mean- 
ing is based, and quite arbitrarily rendered it by viz, na, 
sur, tiber, for. 

With this change the required meaning was obtained, 
namely, that from Christ we received an addition of 
grace. But with this arbitrary translation the expla- 
nation of the whole passage and especially of the six- 
teenth verse became harder still. It says, Of his fulness 
have we received grace upon grace, and these words are 
explained to mean that from Jesus Christ we received an 
addition to the grace which we had from Moses. But 
later it says that the law was given by Moses, while 
grace and truth were given by Jesus Christ, that is, grace 
and truth are opposed to the law of Moses. 

The difficulty of the translation of this passage consists 
in this, that in the fourteenth verse it says that the com- 
prehension became flesh, and we saw its teaching, or glory, 
as of one origin with the Father, filled (as the church 
understands it) with yap and truth. No matter how 
xapis be understood, it is clear so far that the Adyos was 
full of yapus and truth. 

But in the sixteenth verse, which begins with 671, it 
says: Because from the fulness of Jesus Christ have we 
received yadpis in the place of, or for, ydpis, and nothing 
is said about truth, whereas in the beginning it says that 
he, Christ, was full of yapus and truth, and in the seven- 
teenth verse it says again that ydpus and truth are from 
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Jesus Christ. If the sixteenth verse did not exist, we 
might be able to say that the Adyos was full of yapis 
and truth (though, instead of, he taught us, gave us, 
xapis and truth, it says very awkwardly, He was full 
of); but if he is full of ydpis and truth, then it is clear, 
as it says in the sixteenth verse, that the law was given 
by Moses, and yapis and truth were given by Jesus 
Christ; but the fifteenth verse, which stands in the 
middle, and, as it were, explains the connection of 
the fourteenth with the seventeenth, completely upsets 
it. Even if we translate (which is impossible) avri by 
upon, and yapw avti ydpitos by grace wpon grace, and 
under the first grace understand the law of Moses, then 
it is hard to understand why it says in the seventeenth 
verse that grace and truth were given through Jesus 
Christ. It ought to have said that an addition to grace, 
and not grace and truth, was given. In order to give 
a meaning to this passage, yapis has to be translated by 
godliness, and adrnOaa by im fact, m reality, which, in- 
deed, we received from Jesus Christ, for from his perfec- 
tion did we get a joyful, free, vital godliness, in the place 
of the external godliness. The law was given by Moses, 
but godliness, as performed in fact, was given us by Jesus 
Christ. 


The previous verses spoke of the manner of the appear- 
ance of the comprehension in the world and in men. We 
were told that men could, by recognizing the comprehen- 
sion as the foundation of their lives, become sons of God, 
—retain withia them the comprehension. Now we hear 
of how that took place in the world. It says that the 
comprehension became flesh, appeared in the flesh, lived 
with us. Those words, in connection with the seven- 
teenth verse, in which it says that the new teaching was 
given to us by Jesus Christ, cannot be understood other- 
wise than by referring them to Jesus Christ. 
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The teaching consists in that which, as said above, 
gives the true life, in the recognition of oneself as the 
son of God, as of one birth with him. These words, in 
accordance with the meaning of everything which pre- 
cedes, signify that the basis of Jesus Christ was the fact 
that life originated from the comprehension and was of 
one birth with it. Farther on it says that this teaching 
is a full, complete teaching about godliness in fact. This 
teaching is full and complete even because to the teach- 
ing of godliness according to the law it adds the teaching 
about godliness in fact. All the consequent teaching, as in 
John, about the relations of the father to the son, and in 
Matthew and the other evangelists, about Christ’s having 
come not to change the law, but to fulfil it, and many other 
things, clearly confirm the correctness of this meaning. 

In the fourteenth verse it says that the teaching of 
Jesus Christ, as of the one-born Son of the Father, is the 
complete teaching of godliness in fact. 

The meaning of the verses is as follows: 

In Jesus Christ the comprehension blended with life 
and lived among us, and we understood his teaching, 
which was, that life originated from the comprehension 
and was of the same origin with it, as the son comes 
from the father and is of one birth with him; we have 
received the complete teaching of godliness in fact, be- 
cause through the fulfilment by Jesus Christ we all 
comprehended the new teaching in place of the former, 
for the law was given by Moses, whereas godliness in 
fact originated through Jesus Christ. 


WHEREIN THE COMPREHENSION OF JESUS CHRIST CONSISTED 


18. Gedy ovddels éb- poh i. a No man 18. No one has eyer 

1 Jee _ hath seene God at any comprehended or will 

PAKS prea , ° ,He% time; the only begotten ever comprehend God; 

yerns vids, 6 @y eis TOY Son, which is? ine the the one-born son, being 

Kxod\rov TOO mwarpos, éxet- bosomé¢ of the Father, in the heart of the 

vos éénryhoaro. he hath declared.e Father, he has pointed 
out the path. 
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(a) opdw to see, comprehend directly. Here the perfect 
is used, and so it means has not comprehended and will 
not comprehend. 

(6) oy is most correctly translated by an adverbial 
participle, which shows that, being in the heart of the 
Father, he only points out the path. 

(¢) ets denotes motion into something ; es and not év is 
used here, because o py eis denotes not so much being in 
the Father, as striving to be in the heart, the pith of the 
Lather. 

(d) kodrros breast, bosom. To be in the breast, bosom, 
heart denotes that one is included in the other, is em- 
braced by it, exists in it. To be in the heart renders that 
meaning. 

(¢) €Enyéowat has the meaning of ¢o tell, guide, point out 
the path. 


The words, No man hath seen God at any time, in 
addition to the general significance, have also this special 
meaning that they deny the Jewish conception of God, 
who was seen on Sinai and in the burning bush. If there 
could be the slightest doubt lett about the direct and 
exact meaning of the words of the first verse about the 
comprehension having become God, this eighteenth verse, 
which does not permit any other interpretation, says that 
we cannot speak of God, whom we do not comprehend ; 
that there is, and can be, no other God than the one who 
is revealed by the son of God in the comprehension of 
life, if the life is included in the comprehension: No one 
has ever seen or comprehended God, but the one-born son, 
being in the heart of the Father, has pointed out the 
path. 

The son means life, the living man, as it says in the 
third verse, Everything which is born is born by the 
comprehension, and in the fourth verse, In him is life, 
and in the twelfth and thirteenth verses, The sons of God 
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are those who have recognized that they are born through 
the comprehension. 

The one-born son means such as the Father. Being m 
the heart of the Father means that life, the living man, 
being in the heart, that is, without coming out of the 
comprehension, blending with it, only points out the 
path to it, but does not declare it. 

The meaning of the verse is as follows: 

No one has ever seen or ever sees God, but the life in 
the comprehension has pointed out the path to him. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, 
THE SON OF GOD 


INTRODUCTION 


This announcement is written in order that men might 
believe that Jesus Christ is a son of God and that, by the 
very faith in the same which he was, they might receive 
life. No one has ever comprehended or ever will com- 
prehend God. All we know about God, we know because 
we have the comprehension, and so the true beginning of 
everything is the comprehension. (What we call God is 
the comprehension. The comprehension is the beginning 
of everything, — it is the true God.) 

Nothing can exist without the comprehension. Every- 
thing has originated through the comprehension. In 
the comprehension is the force of life. Even as the 
whole diversity of things exists for us only because 
there is light, so there exists for us the whole compre- 
hension of life, life itself, only because there is the 
comprehension. The comprehension is the beginning 
of everything. 

In the world, life does not embrace everything. In the 
world, life appears as the light amidst the darkness. The 
light shines so long as it shines, and the darkness does 
not retain the light and remains the darkness. Even 
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thus in the world, life appears through death, and death 
does not retain life and remains death. 

The source of life, the comprehension, was in the 
whole world and in each living man. But the living 
men, living only because the comprehension was in 
them, did not understand that they originated from the 
comprehension. 

They did not understand that the comprehension gave 
them the possibility of blending with it, since they were 
not living from the flesh, but from the comprehension. 
By understanding this and believing in their sonhood to 
the comprehension, men could have the true life. But 
men did not understand that, and the life in the world 
was like the light in the darkness. 

God, the beginning of all beginnings, no one has ever 
comprehended, or ever will comprehend, but the life in 
the comprehension has pointed out the path to him. 

And so Jesus Christ, living among us, has declared the 
comprehension in the flesh, in as much as life originated 
from the comprehension and is of one birth with it, just 
as the son originates from the father and is of one birth 
with him. 

And looking at his life, we comprehended the complete 
teaching of the godliness in fact, because, on account of 
his perfection, we comprehended the new godliness in the 
place of the old. The law was given by Moses, but the 
godliness in fact originated through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen, or ever can see, God, but the 
son of God in man has pointed out the path to him. 


CHAPTER I. 


THE INCARNATION OF THE COMPREHENSION. THE BIRTH 
AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST i 


LUKE i. 5-25. In these verses are told the miraculous 
occurrences in relation to the birth of John the Baptist. 

These occurrences not only have nothing in common 
with the teaching of Jesus Christ and the announcement 
of good, but do not even touch.on Jesus Christ himself, 
and so, no matter how these occurrences may be under- 
stood, they can change nothing in the meaning of the 
teaching of Jesus Christ. 

Luke i. 26-79. These verses tell of the miraculous 
occurrences which preceded the birth of Jesus Christ, 
and are connected with just such miraculous occurrences, 
which are foreign to the teaching, at the birth of Jesus 
Christ. 

Matt. i. 1-17 and Luke iii. 23-38. In these verses 
two genealogies of Jesus Christ are set forth. Even if 
the genealogies agreed with each other, they do not 
touch on the teaching and, no matter how they may be 
understood, can add nothing to, or take away from, or 
change in, the teaching, and so all these verses must be 
referred to an addition. 


BIRTH 


18. Tot 6¢ "Inood ; Te te Ae Ne, the ou The ear of Jesug 

~ ‘ pir of Jesus Christ hrist was like this: 
Xpioroi ty YErrnes was on this wise? When when his mother was 
otrws Fv. pvnorevel- as his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph 
ons yap THs unTpos air») espoused to Joseph, be- before they came to- 
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Maplas TG "Iwohd, rply 
h ovvebetv avrovs, evtpé- 
On év yaorpi éxovca ék 
Ilvevparos ‘Ayiov. 

19. "Iwond 586 avhp 
avrhs, dikaws vy, Kal 
BH OédXwv adbrhy mapade- 
yeatiocat, éBovkynbn d- 
Opa arodtoa avrjy. 

20. Tatra dé adrod 
évOuunbévros, lov, dyye- 
dos Kuplov kar dvap 
épdvn atte, Aéywr, Iw- 
ond, vids AaBld, uh do- 
BnOjs mapadaBety Ma- 
pid THY yuvaikd cov: Td 
yap év abrty yevynber éx 
Ilvevpards éoriv ‘Aryiov. 

21. Téferar dé vidy, 
kal kadéces 7d dvoma 
avrod “IHZOTN: airds 
yap cwoe. Tov Nady airod 
ano T Ov duapridy abr adv. 

24. Aveyepbels dé 6 
"Iwonp dd Tod tarvov 
érolncev ws mpocéraker 
avr@ 6 dyyedos Kupiov. 
kal wapédaBe THY yuvat- 
Ka avrod, 

25. Kal ov éylywoxev 
airhyv, ws ob €rexe Tov 
vidy abris Tov mpwrdro- 
Kov: kal éxddece TO Svo- 
wa airod IHSOYN. 


fore they came together, 
she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost. 


19. Then Joseph her 
husband being a just 
man, and not willing to 
make her a public exam- 
ple, was minded to put 
her away privily. 


20. But while he 
thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him 
in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take 
‘unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. 


21. Andshe shall bring 
forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from 
their sins. 


24. Then Joseph being 
raised from sleep did as 
the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and 
took unto him his wife: 


25. And knew her not 
till she had _ brought 
forth her first-born son: 
and he called his name 
JESUS. 


gether, she was found to 
be pregnant. 


19. Joseph, her hus- 
band, was just: he did 
not wish to arraign her, 
and intended to send her 
away without public 
announcement, 


20. But while he was 
thinking of this, he 
dreamed that a messen- 
ger from God had ap- 
peared to him and was 
Saying, Fear not to re- 
ceive Mary, thy wife, 
for what will be born of 
her will be born of the 
Holy Ghost. 


21. And she will bring 
forth a son and will call 
him Jesus, which means 
the Saviour, for he will 
save people from their 
sins. 


24. When Joseph 
awoke, he did as the 
angel of God had com- 
manded him to do, and 
received her as his wife. 


25. And had nothing 
to do with her till she 
had brought forth her 
first son, and he called 
him Jesus, 


(a) The words of the Holy Ghost in this place desig- 
nate birth from above, the same birth which in the dis- 
course with Nicodemus is ascribed to all men. 

Verses 22 and 23 affirm that the birth of Jesus 


fulfilled a prophecy. 


This prophecy is in the highest 


degree far-fetched and not only fails to confirm, but 
even subverts, the author’s thesis. 


The meaning of the verses is as follows: 
There was a virgin Mary. This virgin became preg- 


nant by some unknown person. 


Her husband, who was 
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betrothed to her, took pity on her and, concealing her 
shame, received her. From her and an unknown father 
a boy was born. The boy was named Jesus. (And 
this Jesus was the comprehension in the flesh. He it 
is who declared to the world God, whom no one has ever 
known.) This Jesus was the son of God who gave to the 
world the teaching of which John speaks and which is 
expounded in the gospels. 

Luke i. 1-21; Matt. i. 1-12; Luke ii. 22-38; Matt. ii. 
13-23; Luke ii. 39. In these verses is described the 
birth of Jesus Christ and his wandering with his mother, 
which is accompanied by miraculous occurrences and 
prophecies. These verses contain nothing which. refers 
to the teaching of Jesus or even any occurrences which 
might have had some influence upon him. The only 
explanation of these chapters is that they are legends 
which were formed, even as they are formed now, about 
the childhood of a person who after his death has become 
of great importance. The motive of these chapters is to 
enhance as much as possible the importance of the person 
by means of miracles and prophecies. The invariable tone 
of these descriptions, especially in Luke, reminding one of 
many apocryphal accounts, is striking by its irrelevance 
as compared with other places of the same books. It is 
impossible to imagine a man who should have completely 
understood the teaching, as expressed in the introduction 
of John, and yet should have accepted the legends of his 
birth. One excludes the other. To him who has com- 
prehended the meaning of the gon of God as the son of 
the comprehension, as it ig explained in the introduction 
the stories about the occurrences which preceded the birth 
of John and of Jesus and the story of the birth itself 
and of the consequent occurrences cannot be intelligible 
and certainly not important; while he who ascribes a 
meaning to the miraculous birth of J esus from the virgin 
and the. Holy Ghost as her husband, and _ believes in the 
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possibility of it, has evidently not yet come to understand 
the significance of the son of the comprehension. 
The meaning of the whole passage is to justify the 


disgraceful birth of Jesus Christ. 


It was said that Jesus 


Christ was the comprehension, — he alone declared God. 
And this Jesus Christ was born in what was considered 
to be the most disgraceful of circumstances, from a virgin. 
All these chapters are a justification, from the human point 
of view, of that disgraceful birth. The disgraceful birth 
and the ignorance of Jesus as to his father in the flesh 
are the only feature of these chapters, which is to have a 
meaning for the consequent teaching of Jesus Christ. 


40. Td dé rardlov ni- 
fave, kal &ékparaovro 
mvevuatt,  mAnpovpuevov 
copias: Kal xapis Oeod 
hv ew ard. 

41. Kat éropevorro oi 
yovets a’tod Kat &ros 
els ‘lepovoadiy 17 €opTy 
Tov Tdoxa. 

42. Kal bre éyévero 


éerav Owoexa dvaBdvTwv 


a’ray eis ‘Tepooddupa 
Kara 70 €0os THs Eoprijs, 
43. Kal rerewodv- 


rwv Tas hudpas, év TO 
broorpépery avdrovs, bré- 
pewvev “Inoods 6 mats év 
‘Tepovoadju Kal odk 
Zyvw "Iwohp xal 7 
parnp avrod. 

44. Nouioavres dé av- 
vov év TH ovvodla eivat, 
FrOov Hucpas oddv, Kal 
dve(nrovy avrov év Tots 
ovyyevése Kal év Tots 
yvworTots: 

45. Kal wh edbpdyres 
abrov, tréotpeparv eis 
‘Tepovoadiu,  <nrovytes 
avrov. 


CHILDHOOD 


Luke wi. 40. And the 
child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the 
grace of God was upon 
him. 


41. Now his parents 
went to Jerusalem every 
year at the feast of the 
passover. 


42. And when he was 
twelve years old, they 
went up to Jerusalem 
after the custom of the 
feast. 


43, And when they had 
fulfilled the days as they 
returned, the child Jesus 
tarried behind in Jeru- 
salem; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not 
of it. 


44, But they, suppos- 
ing him to have been in 
the company, went a 
day’s journey; and they 
sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ance. 


they 
they 


45. And when 
found him_ not, 
turned back again to 
Jerusalem, seeking him. 


40. The boy grew and 
became manly in spirit, 
and his reason im- 
proved. And the love 
of God was upon him. 


41. His parents went 
to Jerusalem every year 
for the feast of the pass- 
over. 


42. And when he was 
twelve years old, his 
parents went to attend 
the feast in Jerusalem, 
as was their custom. 


43, When the feast was 
over and they started 
home, the boy Jesus 
tarried behind in Jeru- 
salem; and Joseph and 
his mother did not no- 
tice it. 


44, They thought that 
he was with his com- 
panions, and they wenc 
a day’s journey, and they 
sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ances. 


45. And they did not 
find him and returned 
to Jerusalem to find 
him. 
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46. Kal éyévero ped” 
nuépas Tpels, eipov avrov 
év T@ iep@, Kabefsuevov 
év péow TOY dWacKddwr, 
kat adkovovra a’r&v, Kat 
érepwt GvTa avrovs. 

47. ’Eéloravrto 6é 
mavres of dkovovTes av- 
roo éml rH ovvéce Kal 
tals dmwoxploeow avrov. 

48. Kal lddvres abrov 
éfem\dynoay: Kal mpos 
airov ) pnrnp avTov 
eime, Téxvov, Tl émolnoas 
huiv otTws; ldod, 6 
marhp cov Kaya ddvva- 
Kvevoe é(nrovuév oe. 

49. Kal eize pds av- 
rovs, Th dru éfnretré we; 
ovk noere bre ev Tots 
Tod marpbs mou det ecival 
HE; 

50. Kat atrol ov cvv7- 
kav 7d phua d édXadnoev 
a@urots. 

51. Kal xaréBn per’ 
atra&v, kal ROev eis Na- 
fapér* kal Fv vroracc6- 
Héevos avrots. Kal n unTHp 
avrov dueTHper mavTa TH 
phyaratratra év ry Kap- 
dig avrhs. 

52. Kat’ Inoods mpoé- 
korre copia kal rcKla, 
kal xdpite mapa Sew 
kat dvOpdros. 


46. And it came to 
pass, that after three 
days they found him in 
the temple sitting in 
the midst of the doc- 
tors, both hearing them, 
and asking them ques- 
tions. 

47. And all that heard 
him were astonished at 
his understanding and 
answers. 


48. And when they saw 
him, they were amazei(: 
and his mother said unto 
him, Son, why hast thou 
thus dealt with us? be- 
hold, thy father and [ 
have sought thee sor- 
rowing. 


49. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye 
sought me ? wist ye not 
that I must be about my 
Father’s business ? 


50. And they under- 
stood not the saying 
which he spake unto 
them. 

51. And he went down 
with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was sub- 
ject unto them: but his 
mother kept all these 
sayings in her heart. 


52. And Jesus. in- 
creased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour 
with God and man. 
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46. And they found 
him after awhile in the 
temple: he was sitting 
amidst the teachers, 
asking them questions, 
and listening to them, 


47. And all that heard 
him were astonished at 
his understanding and 
at his speeches. 


48. His parents saw 
him and were surprised, 
and his mother said to 
him, Son, what hast 
thou done to us? Thy 
father and I have been 
worrying and looking 


for thes. 4 

49. And he gaid to 
them, Why are you 
looking for me? Do 


you not know that I 
must be in my Father's 
house ? 


50. But they did not 
understand what he was 
saying to them. 


51. And he went up 10 
them, and went with 
them to Nazareth, anil 
obeyed them. And his 
mother took all 
words to heart. 


his 


52, And Jesus in- 
creased in stature and 
understanding, and was 
in favour with God and 
man. 


All these verses are translated without a change of 
meaning, and so do not demand any explanations. 


23. Kal atrds Av 6 
*Inoods woel érdy rpid- 
KovTa apxdpmevos, Oy, ws 
évoulfero, vids Iwohd. 


Luke iti. 23. And Jesus 
himself began to be 
about thirty years of 
age, being (as was sup- 
posed) the son of Jo- 
seph.a 


23. And Jesus was 
about thirty years of 
age, and men thought 
that he was Joseph’s 
son. 


(a) The twenty-third verse of the third chapter is placed 
here for the sake of the consecutiveness of the exposition. 
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The verses about John the Baptist will be found in their 
proper place. 


The meaning of the verses is as following: 

About the childhood of Jesus Christ we are told in 
general only this, that without a father he grew, became 
manly, and increased in understanding beyond his ‘years, 
so that it was evident that God loved bim. From his 
whole childhood only one particular incident is men- 
tioned, and that is how he was lost when Mary and 
Joseph were at the feast in Jerusalem, and how he was 
found in the temple with the teachers. He listened and 
asked questions, and all marvelled at his understanding. 
His mother began to rebuke him for having gone away 
from them and because they had been looking for him. 
But he said to her: Why did you look for me? Do you 
not know that you ought to look for each man in the 
house of his father? I have no man-father, consequently 
my Father is God. The temple is God’s house. If you 
had been looking for me in the house of my Father, in 
the temple, you would. have found me. This story, 
besides indicating an unusual intellect in the child Jesus, 
very clearly brings out the one train of thought, by which 
the clever, neglected child, seeing about him children who 
all of them had carnal fathers, and no father in the flesh 
of his own, recognized as his Father the beginning of all, 
God. The conception that God was the Father of all men 
was expressed in the Jewish books: 


Mal. vi. 10. Have we not all one father? Hath not one God 
created us? 


JOHN THE BAPTIST 


, ! Mark i. 4. John did 4. John the Baptist 
oh ee Arid baptizes in the wilder- appeared in the prairie 
Barrlfav év 77 €p7it®%, ness, and preach the and preached bathing as 
kal knptoocwv BdrTicua baptism of Sep opeanee: nok of the cee tot 
fore the remission 0 ife, as a sign 0 8 

Senor clad ab Geaty sins.¢ liberation from error, 


56 THE FOUR GOSPELS 

(a) Barrtf& means to bathe, wash down. T prefer the 
popular expression to bathe to the word baptrze, because 
baptize has the ecclesiastic significance of a sacrament and 
does not express the action itself, which is expressed in 
the verb Barrifo. 

(0) eis I translate by in sign of, as it is frequently trans- 
lated, since the meaning 7m is not applicable here. 

(c) werdvora is word for word afterthought, change of 
mind. Repentance would correctly render the meaning 
of the word, if repentance had not received a peculiar 
ecclesiastic significance. I prefer the word renovation, 
which in the popular language has the meaning of re- 
pentance, but not so much in the sense of penztence, as in 


the sense of an inward change. 
(d) dpapria means sin, not in the sense of a religious 
sim, but in the sense of mistake, oversight, and so I trans- 


late it by error. 


4, Adrds dé 6 “Iwap- 
ys eixe TO €vduma adrod 
amd TpLx @v kaunrov, Kal 
Fovav Sepparivny arept 
Thy dopdy avrov- % dé 
Tpoph avrov Hy axpldes 
kal wéde dypiopv. 

1. "Apxy rob evayye- 
Nou Incod Xpicrod viod 
Tov Oeod- 

2. “Os yéyparrar év 
rots mpopyrais, ‘’ 1dov, 
éyo dmoaré\d\w Tov dy- 
yedbv ou mpd mpoo wou 
gov, ds KaTacKkevdoe Thy 
0d6v cov Eumpoabér cov.’ 

3. ‘wv BoSvros év 
TH éphuw, ‘Eroudoare 
THhv 0ddv Kupiou: evdelas 
movetre Tas TplBous ad- 
TOU.’ 

5. aoa pdpayé rdn- 
pwOyoerar, kal may dpos 
kal Bouvds rarewwOhce- 
Tat Kal €orat TA TKONL 


Mark wi, 4. And the 
same John had his rai- 
ment of camel’s hair, 
and a leathern girdle 
about his loins; and his 
meat was locusts and 
wild honey. 


Mark 4. 1, The begin- 
ning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God; 

2. As it is written in 
the prophets, Behold, I 
send my messenger be- 
fore thy face, which 
shall prepare thy way 
before thee (Mal. lii. 1). 


3. The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths 
straighte (Ig, xl. 3). 


Luke iii, 5, Every vai- 
ley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill 
shall be brought low; 
and the crooked shall be 


4. John’s raiment was 
of camel’s hair, and he 
was girded with a leath- 
ern girdle. He fed on 
locusts and herbs. 


1. The beginning of 
the announcement of 
good of Jesus Christ the 
son of God was :) 

2. As it is written in 
the prophets, I send my 
messenger to prepare 
my way. 


3. A voice calls to you. 
In the wilderness pre- 
pare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths 
easy. 


5. So that every hollow 
shall be made even, and 
every hill and mound 
shall be brought low; so 
that all the crooked 
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els ebOeiav, kal ai Tpa- TAGS straight, cont the ied shall be made 

Nai toy rough ways sha e straight an the 

xetat els odovs elas. made smooth; mounds shall be made 
a smooth road. 

6. Kal dpverar maca 6. And all flesh shall 6. And the whole world 


\ D - see the salvati i 
cape ae cwrhpiv Tod fees a ion of God shan eee the salvation 


Cc08.’ 


(a) Scholars think that by wild honey is to be under- 
stood resin. In order to be intelligible and express the 
same strictness of the fast, I use the word herbs. 

(0) To connect the words, The beginning of the an- 
nouncement, and, as i 1s written, it is necessary to add 
the word was, that is, that the beginning of the announce- 
ment was, that according to the words of certain prophecies 
there appeared John the Baptist. 

(c) The change of punctuation, and therefore the change 
of the meaning of the passage, I take from Reuss’s Les 
-Prophétes, Vol. Il. (1878). 

This is the way it is translated there from the Hebrew: 


Une voix crie: 

Par le desert frayez le chemin de |’Eternel! 

Aplanassez, & travers la lande, une route pour notre Dieu! 
Que toute profondeur soit exhaussée, 

Que toute montagne, toute colline s’abaisse, 

Que ce qui est inégal se change en plaine, 

Et les crétes escarpées en vallons, 

Pour que la gloire de |’Eternel apparaisse 

Et que tous les mortels ensemble ’apergoivent |! 

C’est la bouche de |’Eternel qui l’a dit. 


Matt. iii. 1; Luke iii. 1. In these verses are set forth 
historical occurrences, which have no reference either to 
Christ, or to the contents of the teaching. 

_ Matt. iii. 2. And say- 2. John said, Come to 

Pee OTe ee foes epeut ye: for the our senses, for the 


voeire: iy yexe yap 7 BA- Kingdom of heaven? is kingdom of heaven is 
citela TOV otpavar. at hand. here. 


(a) ijryyxe is a perfect and signifies what has taken 
place and is now taking place. The verb means to 
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approach. In the perfect it signifies that the kingdom of 
heaven has approached in such a way that it cannot 
approach any nearer. Indeed, according to all the proph- 
ecies, the kingdom was in the future and still coming. 
Now it was already here. And so jyysxe must be trans- 
lated in this place by has come now, is here. 

(b) The kingdom of heaven. These words have received 
their church significance. They designate the kingdom 
which is formed of all the believers. Its king is Jesus 
Christ. Obviously John the Baptist could not have been 
speaking of that kingdom of heaven before Christ. In 
the mouth of John the Baptist and of Jesus Christ these 
words must receive a meaning which was intelligible to 
all the hearers of that time. The kingdom of heaven, 
for all the Jews who heard that, was the coming of God 
into the world and his enthronement over men, that with 
which are filled all the prophecies of Zechariah, Hosea, 
Malachi, Joel, Jeremiah. The peculiarity of the meaning 
of John the Baptist’s words in distinction from the other 
prophets is this, that while the other prophets spoke 
indefinitely of the future enthronement of God, John the 
Baptist says that this kingdom has arrived and the en- 
thronement is completed. Nearly all the prophets with 
this enthronement of God predicted external, miraculous, 
and terrible events; Jeremiah is the only one who pre- 
dicted the enthronement of God among men not by exter- 
nal phenomena, but by an inward union of God with men, 
and so the assertion of John the Baptist that the kingdom 
of heaven has come, although no terrible event has taken 
place, is to be understood in this way, that what has 
arrived is the inward kingdom of God, which Jeremiah 
had predicted. 


THE CONCOURSE OF PEOPLE TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN 


5. Tére ékerropevero ase: a oe went 5. And to John came 
, « out to him Jerusalem, the people from Jeru- 
mods adroy ‘Tepoodduma ang ali Judea, and all salem and from the vil- 
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kal waca 4 “Tovéala Kal 
waca  meplxwpos Tov 
*Topddvou- 

6. Kat éBamrifovro 
év T@ “lopddvy bm’ av- 
Tov, EEomohoyoumevor Tas 
dpaprias avr av. 


7. "Edeyev ody Tots 
€xmopevopevors 3x dows 


Barricbfvar br adrod, 
Tevyjpara éxidvav, tis 


imébetev duly guyetv 
amo THS  peovans 
py iis 5 

8. Iloujoare otv 


kaptovs a&lous THs meTa- 
volas: 

9. "Hon 6é cal 4 délyn 
mpos Thy pifav Toy dév- 
Opwv Keira: wav oby 
O€évdpov ui rovoty Kaprov 
KaNov é€xkdmrerat Kal ls 
mip Barrera. 

10. Kal érnpwrwr ad- 
Tov ol dxNor, AéyorTes, 
TL of mroujooper ; 


11. “Aroxpibels dé 
éyer avrots, ‘O exwv 


Ovo xiTa@vas peTaddTw 
TR oH exovTe Kal 6 


% i tacky 
exwv Bpwuara opuolws 


movelTo 

12. “HXOov dé xal 
TehOvat PBamrTicOHvac, 
kal elrov mpd avror, 
Avddokade, Th mownoo- 
MED ; 

138. ‘O 6é etre mpds 
avrovs, Myndév mdéov 


Tapa Td dwaTreTaypmevov 
vulyv mpdocere. 

14. ’Emnpdrwv be 
abrov Kal orparevopevot, 
Aéyorres, Kal mets ri 
Tomoouev; Kal eime 
mpos abrovs, Mndéva dia- 
aoelonre, pndé cuxopay- 
THhonTe Kal dpkeiobe 
rots bWwvlois Uudr. 


the region round about 
Jordan, 


6. And were baptized 
of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. 


Luke vii. 7. Thensaid 
he to the multitudec 
that came forth to be 
baptized of him, O gen- 
eration of vipers,> who 
hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath: to 
come ? 


8. Bring forth there- 
fore fruits worthy¢ of 
repentance, 


9. And now also the 
axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees: every tree 
therefore which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire. 


10. And the _ people 
asked him, gaying, What 
shall we do then ? 


11. He answereth and 
saith unto them, He 
that hath two coats. let 
him impart to him that 
hath none; and he that 


hath meat, let him do 
likewise. 

12. Then came _ also 
publicanse to be bap- 


tized, and said unto him, 
Master, what shall we 
do? 


13. And he said unto 
them, Exact no more 
than that which is 
appointed you. 


14. And the _ soldiers 
likewise demanded of 
him, saying, And what 
shall we do? And he 
said unto them, Do vio- 
lence to no man, neither 
accuse any falsely; and 
be content with your 
wages. 
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lages along the Jordan, 
and from the whole 
country of Judea. 


6. And he bathed in 
the Jordan all those who 
confessed their errors. 


7. And he said to the 
people, O tribe of 
snakes! Who taught 
you to flee from the 
approaching will of 
God? 


8. Bring fruits which 
are in conformity with 
the change. 


9. The axe is already 
laid upon the root of 
the tree, and if a tree 
does not bring forth 
good fruit, it is cut 
down and burnt up. 


10. And the _ people 
asked him, What shall 
we do? 


11. He answered them, 
He that has two coats, 
let him give one to him 
who has none; and he 
that has bread, let him 
do likewise. 


12. The farmers of 
taxes came to his bath- 
ing, and said to him, 
Teacher, what shall we 
do? 


13. John said to them, 
Exact no more than is 
your right. 


14. And the soldiers 
asked, What shall we 


do? And he - said, 
Trouble no man, and 
accuse none falsely. Be 


content with your con: 
dition. 
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(a) In Matt. iii 7 it says that the following words 
‘of John are addressed only to the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, while in Luke it says that they are addressed 
to all. As there is nothing in the words which refers 
especially to the Pharisees and the Sadducees, Luke's 
version is preferable. 

(6) There is a superstition that snakes have a presenti- 
ment of a fire and creep away from where one is to 
happen. 

(c) dpyyj natural disposition, expression of will. I 
translate it by will of God. 

(d) d&os with the genitive, worthy of something, as 
much as, cannot be translated into Russian precisely, and 
is best rendered by in conformity with. 

The words which serve as a continuation of the eighth 
verse, and which are that the Jews regard Abraham as 
their father, refer only to the Jews and contain no in- 
struction and, besides, interrupt the speech about the 
fruits and the tree, and so are omitted here. 

(€) Terovns tax-gatherer. The taxes were farmed out, 
and so the tax-gatherers were farmers of taxes. 

Verse 15 says, according to Luke, that the subsequent 
words about the one who is mightier who is coming 
into the world are spoken by John in reply to the suppo- 
sition that he is Christ. But these words directly con- 
tinue the speech about preparing the way for him who is 
coming, and do by no means answer a supposed question 
as to whether he is Christ or not. He does not say that 
he is Christ or not Christ, or that he who comes after 
him is Christ or not Christ, and so this verse is omitted. 


18. Tlo\ka perv ody 
Kal &repa tmapaxahady 
eunyyerifero Tov Nady. 


Tuke wii. 18. And 
many other things 


in his exhortation 


18. And, calling up 
the people, he announced 
many other things about 


11. Ey) wev Barrltw 
Duds év vdare els merd- 
vouav' 6 6€ dmlow pou 


preached he unto the 
people. 

Matt. iii, 11. Lindeed 
baptizee you with water 
unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after me is 


the true good. 


11. And he called out 
to the people, and said, 
I bathe you in water in 
sign of the renovation. 
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€pxouevos  loxupdrepds 
pou €oTiv, ob ovK elulixa- 
vos TA VITOOHUaT a Bacrd- 
cau avros buds Barrice 
év Ivedpare ‘Ayl@ Kat 
wupl. 

8. “Eye peév éBarrtica 
vas év Vdatt- adros dé 
Bamrrices tuds év Ivev- 
pare “Ayly 

12. OF rd mrvov év 
TH xewpl adrod, Kal dia- 
Kabapiel riy dwva av- 
Tov, Kal ovvdter Tov 
otrov avrod els Thy ao- 
Onkny, TO 5é dxupor ka- 
Takavoe. Tupl aoBéorTy. 

13. Tére rapayiverac 
6 Inoots ard rHs Tate 
Natlas él rov ’lopddvnv 
mpos Tov Iwdvynv, Tod 
BarricOjvat tr adbrod. 

16. Kal Barricbels 6 
*Inoots avéBn eb00s ard 
Tov bdaTo3. 


mightier than I, whose 
shoes 1 am not worthy 
to bear: he shall baptize 
you with the sioly Ghost, 
and with fire, 


Mark i. 8. I indeed 
have baptized you with 
water: but he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy 
Ghost.d 


Matt. wi. 12. Whose 
fan ts in his hand, and 
he will thoroughly purge 
his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; 
but he will burn up the 
chaft with unquencha- 
ble fire. 


13. Then cometh Jesus 
from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John, to be bap- 
tized of him. 


16. And Jesus, when 
he was baptized, went 
up straightway out of 
the water. % 
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but he is coming who is 
mightier than I and of 
whom I am not worthy. 


8. I wash foe in water, 
but he will purify you 
by the spirit (and fire). 


12. The fan is in his 
hand, and he will clean 
his floor. He will gather 
the wheat, and will burn 
the chaff. 


13. And Jesus was 
purified by John. 


(a) Barrifo not only means ¢o bathe, but also to 
purify: the context demands the latter meaning here. 


(6) With the Holy Ghost and with fire. 


The word 


holy is added later, as appears from many texts, and as 
it is always attached to the word Ghost. The word 
jire is not given in Mark, but is added in Luke and 
Matthew. The idea is that as the master purifies the 
threshing-floor with fire, so he will purify you who is 
mightier in spirit. 

The fourteenth and fifteenth verses are not very intelli- 
gible and, in the sense in which they are taken, add noth- 
ing to our teaching. 

The continuation of the sixteenth verse speaks of a 
miracle, an unnatural and unintelligible event. It adds 
nothing to the teaching, but, on the contrary, obscures it. 
How the miracles violate the sense of the teaching will 
be mentioned in its proper place. 
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THE GENERAL MEANING OF JOHN’S PREACHING 


In what did John’s teaching consist? It is generally 
said that we know nothing or very little about what 
John preached. Indeed, if we assume that John merely 
announced the coming of that kingdom of heaven of 
which Jesus taught, or preached, like the previous 
prophets, the coming of God, no contents will be left 
in John’s preaching. But if we stop looking upon the 
written words as a magic fairy-tale, and trying to find in 
everything miracles and prophecies, John’s preaching will 
become full of contents. Men of the church generally 
represent him as a forerunner of Christ ; and freethinkers, 
as one of those liberal poets, called prophets, of whom 
there was never a lack among the Jews and who uttered 
moral commonplaces.* But if we only give ourselves the 
trouble to understand the words which are before us in a 
simple manner and without any preconceived notion, the 
contents of John the Baptist’s preaching, and the very 
important contents at that, will appear at once. 

It says that the kingdom of heaven my yKe, was already 
at hand. Not one of the prophets had said that. They 
had all said that God would come, would be king, would 
do this or that, but all that would be in the future. John 
said: The kingdom of heaven is already here. Nothing 
manifest has happened, but it is here. That the peculiar- 
ity of John’s preaching consisted in the announcement 
that the kingdom of heaven was already at hand, or had 
come, or, at least, that Jesus Christ thus understood these 
woras, is proved by this, that later on Jesus Christ said, 
The law and the prophets were until John: since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it (Luke xvi. 16). 

Consequently, that is the meaning of John’s preaching. 
Not one prophet said that before. All the former prophets, 
with the exception of Jeremiah (xxxi. 31), predicted un- 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 63 
usual external occurrences in connection with the coming 
of God: - executions, frosts, plagues, destructions, wars, and 
carnal pleasures. John does not predict anything of the 
kind. All he says is that no one can escape the will of 
God, that what is not: needed will be destroyed, and that 
only that which is needed will be left. All he says is, 
Be renovated! That is the chief characteristic of his 
preaching, and the most important part of what he says 
is: | purify you with water, but what will purify you 
completely is the spirit, that is, something invisible, non- 
carnal, John says, Heretofore you have been told that 
the kingdom of heaven will come some day, but I say to 
you that it is already here. In order to enter heaven it 
is necessary to become renovated, to renounce error. I 
can cleanse you externally, but only the spirit will purify 
you. That is the teaching which Jesus Christ heard. 
The kingdom is here, but in order to enter it, it is neces- 
sary to become purified by the spirit. 

And thus Jesus Christ, full of the spirit, goes into the 
wilderness to try his spirit. 


CHRIST'S TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS 


Lukeiv. 1. And Jesus 1. Then Jesus being 


1. "Inoods dé TIvev- 


paros ‘Aylou mdyjpns 
iméorpeper amd Tod’ Lop- 
ddvouv: kal Hyero év TH 
Ilvedpare eis Thy Epnuov 

2. ‘Hyudpas reccapa- 
KovTa, meipagouevos vd 
Tov dtaBddov. 

13. Kail Av exe? év rH 
épnuw Tuépas Tecoapa- 
KevTa, tmeipagduevos rd 
Tov Darava, kal Hy wera 
TOv Onplwv. 

2. Kal ovx payer 
obdev ey Tals tuépass 
éxeivais’ kal cvvTedeo Be- 
cay attay,. tvgerepov 
émelvace. 


being full of the Holy 
Ghost returned from 
Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wil- 
derness ,# 


2. Being forty days 
tempted of the devil.é 


Mark i. 18. And he 
was there in the wilder- 
ness forty days tempted 
of Satan; and was with 
the wild beasts. 


Luke iw. 2. And in 
those days he did eat 
nothing: and when they 
were ended, he after- 
ward hungered, 


fuil of the spirit went 


from the Jordan into 
the wilderness, 
2. And there’ the 


tempter tempted him. 


13. And Jesus was in 
that wilderness forty 
days, and ate nothing, 
and grew thin, 
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2. Kai ynoTevoas 
neéepas TETTAPAKOVT A 
kal wwKTas Tecoapda- 
Kovra, vaTepov érrelvace. 

3. Kal mpogehOav 
avT@ 6 mepdtwy elmer, 
Ei vids ef Tod Ocod, elie 
iva of AlOou oboe prot 


yévwvTat. 
4. ‘O 68€ daroxpibels 
elre, Téyparta, ‘ Ovx 


én dptw povy Choerac 
AvOpwiros, adN él mravth 
Pnwate exrropevomevyr duc 


Matt.iv. 2. And when 
he had tasted forty days 
and forty nights, he was 
afterward a hungered. 


3. And when the 
tempter came to him, 
he said, If thou be the 
Son of God, command 
that these stones be 
made bread. 


4. But he answered 
and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every 
worde that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. 
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3. And the tempter 
came to him, and said, 
If thou art a son of God, 
command that these 
stones be changed into 
bread. 


4, But Jesus answered, 
It is written, Man does 
not live by bread alone, 
but by everything which 
proceeds out of the 
mouth of God (by the 


- spirit). 
oTbuartos Qeod.’ ae 


(a) In Luke it is written cal jyero év re Lvedpate evs 
Thv épnuov, but in the older texts it is always written 
év TH épyjuo, that is, it says simply and clearly that Jesus 
passed forty days in the wilderness, in the same spirit in 
which he went away from the Jordan. It is true in Mat- 
thew it says aviyOn eis thy épypov vre tod Ivedpatos 
and in Mark 76 Ivedua abtov éxBarre eis THY Epnpor, 
that is, that he was carried by the spirit and that the 
spirit cast him away in the wilderness. Luke, apparently 
combining the two versions, says that he was full of the 
spirit, and in that spirit passed forty days in the wilder- 
ness. 

(b) duaBoros I translate by tempter, in order to give the 
word its proper meaning, and not that of devil, which it 
now has. 

(c) I omit the word f7ma, because it is not found in 
the Hebrew text, Deut. viii. 3, from which these words 
are quoted. That passage determines the meaning of the 
words, and here is the translation of it. 


Deut. viii. 2-5: 2. And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder- 
ness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, 
or no, 





on of Christ. 


ui 


Temptat 
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3. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and 
fed thee with manna, which thon knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord, doth man live 

4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot 
swell these forty years. 

5. Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. 


9. Kal #yayev adrov 
eis ‘Tepovcadhu, Kai 
éotnoev attoy émi TO 
mTepvy.ov Tov lepot, Kal 
> , od e er a 
elev atirw, Ki 0 vids ef 
Tov Qeot, Bade ceavTov 
évrevdev Kat w* 


10. Téyparra: yap, 
“Ore rots dyyédous 
avrov éyredelrar epi 


gov, TOU diapuddgar ce: 

11. Kat 6re émi yer- 
p&v apotoi oe, pujmroTe 
mpooKkowys mpos NiOov Tov 
mda gov.’ 

12. Kat  dsoxpibels 
eirev atT@ 6 “Inoods, 
“Ore elpytas, ‘ Od« éxrrec- 
paces Kvpiov tov Ocdy 
gov.’ 

5. Kal  dvayayav 
atrov 0 didBodos eis pos 
byydov, deéev adT@ 
macas Tas Bacidelas THs 
oixoupévns év oTryun 
x povou* 

6. Kal eirev atta 6 
diadBodos, Dol ddaw THv 
éEovclay TavTny dracav 
kal Thy ddfav a’Tov- 
Ore é€uol mapadéborat, Kal 
@ édv Ow Oldwue adr Hy: 
7. 2d ody éav mpoo- 
Kuvnons 


évisTridy ov, 
éoTat cov TayTa. 
8. Kal aroxptlels 


eee , a 
avT@ eimev 6 Ingoos, 
U7 

"Yraye éricw pov, Da- 


Luke iv. 9. And he 
brought him to Jeru- 
salem, and set him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, 
and said unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down from 
hence: 


10. For it is written, 
He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to 
keep thee: 


11, And in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a 
stone (Psalm xci. 11, 12). 


12, And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto him,+ It is 
said, Thou shalt not 
tempt? the Lord thy God 
(Deut. vi. 16). 


5. And the devil, tak- 
ing him up into a high 
mountain, shewed unto 
him all the kingdoms of 
the world: in a moment 
of time, 


6. And the devil said 
unto him, All this power 
will I give thee, and the 
glory of them: for that 
is delivered unto me; 
and to whomsoever I 
will, I give it. 


7. If thou therefore 
wilt worship me, all 
shall be thine. 


8. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Get 
thee behind me, Satan :4 
for it is written, Thou 


9. The tempter brought 
Jesus Christ to Jeru- 
salem, and set him on 
the roof of a church. and 
said to him, If thou art 
a son of God, cast thy- 
self down from here: 


10. For it is written 
that he will charge his 
messengers in regard to 
thee, to keep thee: 


11. And they _— shall 
catch thee in theirarms, 
so that thy foot may not 
strike against a stone. 


12, And Jesus an- 
swered him, and said, 
Because it is said, Thou 
shalt not tempt thy God. 


5. And again the 
tempter took him to a 
high mountain, and pre- 
sented to him all the 
kingdoms of the earth 
in a twinkling of the 
eye. 


6. And said to him, I 
will give thee all this 
power and their glory, 
for they are delivered to 
me, and to whomsoever 
I will, I give thein. 


7. If thou wilt worship 
me, all shall be thine. 


8. Then Jesus an- 
swered, and said, Go 
away (evil) foe! It is 
written, Thou shalt wor- 
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a: b , shalt worship the Lord ship the Lord, and for 
hei ee thy God, and him only him alone shalt thou 
Upockurjces Kupiov shalt thou serve.e work. 
Tov Ody cov, Kal avT@ 
ebbig iharictneia I he devil 13. Th the tempter 
3 i 13. And when the devi 5 en e tem] 
ae at a de) had ended all the temp- departed from him fora 
TWAvTa TelpagMoy O Ol" +otion, hedeparted from time, 
Bodos aréorn am avTov him for a season. 
aia And be- 11. And God’ 
c } \ Matt. iv. 11. An e- . An od’s powei 
eee ee hold, angels‘ came and came and served him. 


x ‘ : 
mpoomGov kal dinkovour ministered unto him. 


wr@. 
Sal ov 5 ITuke tw. 14. And 14. And Jesus returnea 
1 1d a el aaa! Jesus returned in the in the power of the 
ngous ev TH OUPGMEL jower of the Spiritinto spirit to Galilee. 
Tov JIvevuaros els THY Galilee. 


Tadtrtalav. 


(a) In Luke 671 stands in this place, for Jesus says, I 
will not cast myself down, fer it is written, Thou shalt 
not tempt. 

(b) éxrrepatm means properly to make a trial of ; but 
from the reference to the passage in Deuteronomy, from 
which it is quoted, it means to doubt. 

Deut. vi. 16 is based on Exod. xvii. 1—7, where it 
says: The people began to murmur against Moses be- 
cause there was no water. Moses turned to God. God 
told him to go up on the mountain and to strike it with 
the rod, and the water would come. And he called the 
name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because the 
Jews had murmured, and because they had despaired 
of the Eternal One, and had said, Is Jehovah among us, 
or not ? 

(c) oixovpevos inhabited, viz. the earth, and the transla- 
tion is of people living wpon the earth. 

(d) Satan is a word that has no definite meaning. In 
Hebrew it means foe, and so I translate it. 

(¢) Aatpevw to work for pay. The significance of this 
word, which is rarely used and which is only once used 
in this sense, is very important. It does not mean to 
serve, not even to work, in the sense which it has in Rus- 
sian, namely to do a thing, but to work for a reward, that 
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is, unwillingly, with difficulty, not for the work itself, but 
for another purpose, 


(f) Since dyyedeu is used in the sense of messengers of 
God, I translate it by power of God. 

This passage about the temptation is particularly re- 
markable in that it forms a stumbling-block for the 
church interpretations, since the very idea of God being 
tempted by God himself forms an internal contradiction 
from which it is impossible to emerge. 

This is the way the church interprets this passage 
(Archim. Mikh, Gos. of Matthew, p. 63): 


Then: Immediately after the Holy Ghost at the baptism de- 
scended upon Jesus, and not at a later time, as some suppose. 

Of the Spirit: By Spirit not the spirit of Jesus is to be under- 
stood here, nor the tempting spirit, but the Holy Ghost who 
descended upon Jesus. After the baptism Jesus gives himself 
up to the Holy Ghost and is led by him, whither he is com- 
mauded, and is brought into the wilderness for a struggle with 
the devil. 

Into the wilderness: Tradition points out as the place of the 
Lord’s temptation the so-called forty days’ wilderness, which is 
to the west of Jericho, a wild and terrible place, where wild 
beasts and robbers sought shelter (it is also called the Desert of 
Jericho). 

- To be tempted: To tempt means in general to put to trial, 
to question. In a narrower sense to tempt means to seduce peo- 
ple, to turn them to something bad, pointing out the good side 
of that which is bad, by which the power of moral good in men 
or their impotence is made manifiest. Here to tempt means to 
try whether Jesus is really Christ, to try him by means of entice- 
ments to commit sinful acts. 

Of the devil: The devil is properly speaking a renegade, antag- 
onist, enemy. In Scripture the devil is properly called a fallen 
angel, who did not persevere in the good, an enemy of every- 
thing good, an evil being, hostile to the good, hostile in particu- 
lar to the salvation of man. The evangelists do not tell in what 
way he approached the Saviour, Perhaps not in a coarse sen- 
suous form, with which his subsequent actions do not fully har- 
monize ; but, on the other hand, it is not to be doubted that he 
is not a personification of the Roducuine thoughts of the Lord 
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himself, as some have assumed. He was the spirit of evil who 
in one form or another actually appeared to the Saviour. 

When he had fasted: He entirely abstained from food (he ate 
nothing in those days) forty days or forty nights. Examples of 
such protracted fasts are known from the Old Testament. Thus 
Prophet Elijah fasted forty days, and so did Moses. Christ 
fasted not because he needed to fast, but in order to instruct us ; 
he fasted forty days, and not more, in order that the excessive 
grandeur of the miracle might not make doubtful the very truth 
of his incarnation. If he had continued the fast much longer, 
that might have served for many as a cause for doubting the 
truth of the incarnation. 

He was afterward a-hungered: After the lapse of forty days he 
felt the need of food, thus showing his humanity. 

He came to him: When the Lord was a-hungered, the tempter 
for that very reason approached unto him. 

The tempter: That is, the devil. 

Tf thou be the Son of God: That is, the Messiah, whom God 
himself at the baptism solemnly called his beloved Son. Hayv- 
ing heard the voice which had descended from heaven and had 
testified, This is my beloved Son, and having heard just as glo- 
rious a testimony from John, the tempter suddenly sees him 
hungry; that startles him: recalling what was said about Jesus, 
he cannot see how Jesus can be a simple man; on the other 
hand seeing him hungry, he cannot believe him to be the Son of 
God. While in this state of perplexity, he approaches him with 
ambiguous words. 

These stones: They were, no doubt, in the wilderness, in the 
place of fasting and of temptation. The essence and strength of 
the temptation consists in this, that Christ is asked to perform 
a miracle without any cause, for the gratification of his sensuous 
needs, that is, to make a bad use of the miracle, which would 
display his pride and opposition to God’s intentions. He has 
just been proclaimed the Son of God, and now he has a chance 
to show that to him. «He was a-hungered. If he is the Mes- 
siah, why should he be a-hungered, since one word of his is 
enough to turn stones into bread and satisfy his hunger with 
them? What sin was there in changing stones into bread? 
Know that it is a sin to obey the devil in anything.” (Theophil.) 

It is written, ete.: Christ repels this temptation as also the 
two next ones by the word of God. He points to the utterance 
from Deut. viii. 3. Moses says in that passage that God, hum- 
bling the nation of Israel, tormented it with hunger and fed it 
with manna, which neither it nor its fathers knew of, that he 
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might make it know that man doth not live by bread only, that 
is, sustain his existence, that there are other objects which can 
support man’s existence, for example, the manna and, in general, 
everything which the word of God, that proceedeth out of his 
mouth, may point out. And thus, the Saviour, pointing to this 
utterance, shows to the tempter that it is not necessary to do the 
miracle of turning the stones into bread, and that it is possible 

- to satisfy the hunger with other objects than bread, according to 
God's indication, or word, or action. That is the nearest direct 
meaning of the utterance. But, without doubt, in this utterance 
is contained a hint at the spiritual food, on which the believer 
feeds, and with which he, as it were, for a time forgets about the 
bodily food and feels no need of it; this spiritual food is the 
word of God, the divine teaching, and the divine commandments 
and injunctions, the fulfilment of which forms -the spiritual 
food, which is of greater use to the soul than bodily food. Every 
word of God to him who is a-hungered supports his life like food. 
God can feed him who is a-hungered with a word. And so the 
meaning of Christ’s answer is this: My need of bread is at 
present not such as to compel me to do a miracle. Life depends 
on the will of God. God can support it, not with bread only, 
but with anything he may point out as food. Besides, the word 
of God, his commandments and injunctions, which man must 
carry out, are a spiritual food with which the hunger of the body 
is forgotten, and man, living by this word, as by food, does not 
seem to feel the need of bodily food. 

Taketh him up and setteth him; That does not mean that the 
devil carried Jesus through the air, or that he compelled him to 
go against his will, or that he did anything miraculous for the 
purpose. There is nothing to prove that the devil had such 
power and force, and the meaning of the word taketh does not 
compel us to accept any of the propositions mentioned ; the word 
designates to lead or accompany, and Satan led, or accompanied, 
Jesus, of course, not against his will, not by force, not by 
compulsion, 

The devil, in tempting the Lord to cast himself down from 
the top of the building, refers to the text from the psalms, say- 
ing that if he is the Son of God, there can be no danger for him, 
for, it every one who puts his trust in God is promised his aid, 
so much the more will this aid be given to the Son of God, and 
the angels will keep him unharmed. The essence and strength 
of this temptation consists in inciting Jesus, so to speak, to 
exact a miracle on the part of God, which would manifest 
Christ's vanity, self-confidence, and spiritual pride. If thon be 
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the Son of God, says the devil, God will do everything for thee 
and will do a miracle in response to thy mere wish. 

And saith unto him, etc.: To these words the Lord again 
answers with words from Deuteronomy vi. 16: Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. Moses says that to the Jews, torbid- 
ding them to tempt Jehovah, as they tempted him at Massah, 
saying, Is the Lord among us, or not? when they asked him for 
a miracle on account of the lack of water. Consequently the 
meaning of Christ’s answer is this: It is not right to demand a 
miracle from God at will. It is true, God aids those who fear 
him and promises them miracles, but only in order to free them 
from danger. and not whenever they ask for them. Conse- 
quently the tempter, who was distorting the meaning of the 
passage from Scripture, was rebuffed by another passage which 
correctly interpreted the meaning of the utterance pointed out 
by the tempter. 

An exceeding high mountain: It is not known which. Ap- 
parently it is the summit of some mountain, from which a great 
part of Palestine can be seen. Abbot Merit speaks of the top of 
one such mountain: this summit commands the mountains 
of Arabia, the land of Gilead, the land of the Amorites, the 
valleys of Moab and of Jericho, the current of the Jordan and 
all the country about the Dead Sea. It is that mountain which 
even now is called the Mountain of Temptation. Even so Moses 
before his death went up unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top 
of Pisgah, and the Lord shewed him all the land, from Gilead to 
Dan, and all the land of Ephraim and of Manasseh, and all the 
land of Judah, up to the Western Sea, and the southern land, 
and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, 
unto Zoar. From this we see that there were mountains, from 
which could be seen a great part of the land of Canaan and 
of Palestine, and of their surroundings. 

All the kingdoms of the world: It must be assumed that the 
tempter showed them to Christ by some logical, incompre- 
hensible action, and of this we find a confirmation in the words 
of St. Luke concerning this: In a moment of time (iv. 5), “in a 
vision ” (Theophil ). 

All these things will T give thee: The tempter appropriates to 
himself the power over all these kingdoms, as though they 
belonged to him and he had the right to transfer to whomsoever 
he pleased the power and the right which belonged to God alone. 
It is true, the pagans were for a time in the power of Satan, and 
the inhabitants of Palestine, who were degraded in morals, were 
under his rule; nevertheless, in these words of the devil is 
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expressed a proud and false enjoyment of power which belongs 
to God alone, as the Creator and Provider of the world, in whose 
power are all the kingdoms on earth. 

Lf thou wilt fall down and worship me: In appropriating to 
himself the power and the right over the whole world, wkich 
belong to God, the tempter also asks to be worshipped like God, 
that is, he asks for religious worship, in which should be ex- 
pressed complete humiliation, and the power of the temptation 
consists in this, that instead of the unusual work of the redemp- 
tion of humanity by means of the death on the cross and the 
foundation in this manner of a universal, spiritual, and eternal 
kingdom, Christ is offered the external royal power over the 
world, that is, this temptation is a deviation from the whole 
great work of his ministration to the human race in the capacity 
of Messiah the Redeemer. 

Then saith Jesus unto him, etc.: This is a bolder temptation 
than the first two. The Lord again repels him with words from 
Scripture, but before that he with his almighty word commands 
the tempter to stop his temptations: Get thee hence, Satan! 

It is written: From Deut. vi. 13. In that passage Moses ad- 
monishes the Jews, when they come into possession of Palestine, 
not to follow the gods of those nations, who will be living 
around them, that is the pagan gods, for to Jehovah alone, the 
true God, does divine worship belong, and to no one else. . 


Reuss, the esteemed writer of the Tiibingen school, 
explains the passage as follows (La Buble, Nouveau 
Testament, Vol. I., pp. 179-185): 


Le récit de cette célébre péricope, qui a exercé la sagacité des 
commentateurs plus qu’aucune autre, est connu sous le nom 
histoire de la tentation. Cette formule, cependant, n’exprime 
pas exactement la nature du fait relaté. Car tandis que le texte 
du second évangile ne parle que trés-vaguement d’une tentation 
qui dura quarante jours, celui du premier se borne & raconter 
explicitement trois diverses tentations qui eurent lieu aprés ces 
quarante jours; enfin Luc combine ces deux versions et les 
adopte toutes les deux. Cette différence n’affecte pas le fond du 
récit. On peut en dire autant de quelques autres que nous 
voulons signaler en passant, sans y attacher de l’importance. 
Ainsi Matthieu seul dit que la tentation était le but de la 
retraite de Jésus au désert, Esprit voulant quw’il fat tenté. Les 
bétes sauvages, mentionnées par Marc seul, servent simplement a 
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exprimer d’une maniére plus pittoresque l’idée de la solitude, 
rien ne nous obligeant de songer & des bétes féroces. Des deux 
premiers textes nous recevons l’impression d’une retraite de 
Jésus en un lieu solitaire oti il serait resté pendant quarante 
jours, pour s’y livrer (comme le veut l’explication populaire et 
usuelle) & des méditations sur son futur ministére. Le texte de 
Luc, corrigé d’aprés les anciens manuscrits, nous suggére au con- 
traire Vidée d’un séjour sans repos, d’une course agitée et pro- 
longée, et troublée en méme temps par les assauts répétés du 
tentateur. Puis il y a cette différence assez notable que les trois 
scénes particuliéres ne se suivent pas dans le méme ordre chez 
les deux évangélistes qui les racontent. Tous les commentateurs 
sont d’accord & donner & cet égard la préférence a Matthieu, et 
lewrs raisons sont si évidemment fondées en logique et en psycho- 
logie que nous pouvons nous dispenser de les exposer au long. 
Nous ferons seulement observer qu’elles n’ont de valeur absolue 
qwautant qu’on admet la réalité historique des faits eux-mémes. 
Enfin les trois récits se terminent d’une maniére différente. 
Matthieu donne a entendre que le tentateur, trois fois repoussé 
avec dédain, quitta la partie pour tout de bon; Luc, au contraire, 
insinue quwil revint & la charge plus tard. Cet auteur songeait 
sans doute, soit aux luttes que Jésus eut a soutenir pendant 
toute la durée de son ministeére, soit & sa passion et a sa mort. 
Matthieu ajoute que le diable vaincu fut aussit6t remplacé 
auprés de Jésus par des anges serviteurs, envoyés, comme on 
peut le penser, soit pour pourvoir a ses besoins, soit pour rendre 
hommage a sa sainteté victorieuse. Marc aussi parle d’anges, 
mais il parait vouloir dire qu’ils se trouvaient présents pendant 
tout le séjour au désert, lui tenant compagnie et le servant, ce 
qui exclurait encore l’idée du jefine et de la faim dont parlent les 
autres textes. 

Toutes ces différences, nous le répétons, ne portent que sur 
des détails accessoires. Nous avons maintenant & nous occuper 
du fond méme de cette narration unique dans son genre, non- 
seulement dans les évangiles, mais dans la Bible tout entiére. 
Avant tout rendons-nous bien compte du sens que nous devons 
attacher au mot tenter. Le langage biblique (Ancien et Nouveau 
Testament) emploie ce terme dans trois applications différentes : 
1° on dit d’un homme qu'il tente Dieu, quand il prétend provo- 
quer, par des sollicitations impatientes, une manifestation quel- 
conque de sa puissance, par ex. un miracle; comme une pareille 
sollicitation a toujours sa source dans un manque de confiance 
ou de résignation, l’Ecriture déclare qu’elle est un péché ; 2° on dit 
de Dieu qu’il tente les hommes, quand il met leur foi & )’épreuve 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED (fs) 


par des tribulations et des contrariétés de tout genre. Comme 
ici le but et les moyens sont également salutaires, les apdtres 
déja ont compris que le terme était mal choisi (Jacq. i. 13) et le 
langage moderne l’abandonne de plus en plus, pour y substituer 
celui d’éprouver; 3° enfin un homme tente l’autre quand il 
cherche a Ventrainer au mal. Nul doute que les faits racontés 
dans notre péricope ne rentrent dans cette troisiéme catégorie et 
non dans la premiére. Le tentateur ne s’adresse pas & la puis- 
sance de Jésus pour lui extorquer des miracles & son propre 
profit; il y a plutot un conflit moral, entre la sainte volonté de 
Christ et les tendances perverses du diable. 

Ceci étant généralement reconnu, nous établirons avant toute 
autre chose que les trois narrateurs entendent bien raconter un 
fait objectif et matériel; des rencontres et des conversations 
entre deux personnages distincts, dont l’un était Satan lui-méme, 
apparaissant d’une maniére visible, & Veffet d’entrainer Jésus 3 
des actes que celui-ci repoussa avec énergie. Et d’abord, lorsque, 
apres avoir miraculeusement traversé une période de quarante 
jours sans prendre aucune nourriture, les besoins physiques se 
firent de nouveau sentir chez lui, le diable lui proposa de les 
satistaire par l’opération d’un miracle. Jésus s’y refuse en allé- 
guant un passage scripturaire (Deut. viii. 3), qui lui permet 
d@espérer ou de trouver des moyens de sustentation 1a méme ou 
les resources ordinaires lui faisaient défaut. Dieu, dit-il, peut 
me nourrir, de telle maniére qu'il lui plaira; il n’a qu’aé parler, 
qu’a commander, sans que j’aie besoin d’intervenir moi-méme de 
maniére & changer la nature des choses. (ll est également faux 
de traduire: homme peut vivre de toutes les choses [mangeables] 
créées par Dieu; ou: je puis me nourrir de /a parole de Dieu, 
spirituellement, et n’ai point besoin de nourriture matérielle.) 
Le texte de Luc, rétabli d’aprés les plus anciens manuscrits, n’a 
pas cette phrase; celle qu’y ont insérée les copies vulgaires (toute 
parole de Dieu) ne donne point de sens plausible. 

La seconde tentation consistait & inviter Jésus a s’exposer de 
gaité de coeur & un danger imminent, en se précipitant du haut 
d’un édifice, dans la conviction ou dans l’espérance que Dieu le 
préserverait miraculeusement de tout accident. Nous ne savons 
pas quelle localité les évangélistes ont entendu désigner par le 
terme que nous avons traduit au hasard par le fatte du temple ; il 
est douteux qu’il soit question du Sanctuaire lui-méme, sur le toit 
duquel on ne montait pas. Peut-étre s’agit-il d’un autre édifice 
compris dans l’enceinte sacrée, et placé du cdté de Vest ot le 
mont Moria dominait la profonde vallée de Qidron et présentait 
une paroi coupée a pic. Le tentateur prétend déterminer Jésus 
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en lui rappelant les paroles du Psaume (xci. 12) interprétées au 
pied de la lettre. Jésus lui répond par un autre passage (Deut. 
vi. 16), qui condamne tout essai de tenter Dieu, dans le sens que 
nous avons indiqué plus haut. 

Enfin le diable ’emméne sur une montagne du haut de 
laquelle il pouvait voir tous les royaumes de la terre, et con- 
templer leur grandeur, leur puissance et leurs richesses. Tout 
cela lui est promis & condition qu'il serve les intéréts de celui qui 
s’en dit le maitre. Jésus le repousse en invoquant simplement le 
principe fondamental de la religion révélée (Deut. vi. 13), Jequel 
suflisait & lui seul pour écarter toute velléité ambitieuse. On 
pourrait presque dire & ce sujet que la tentation la plus sédui- 
sante des trois, est vaincue & la fois avec le. moindre effort et 
avec le plus d’énergie. 

La forme concréte de ces trois tentations a quelque chose de 
singulier, surtout la seconde, dont on a de la peine a entrevoir le 
motif. Mais pour le fond, elles ne sont point sans analogie dans 
Vhistoire évangélique. Nous rappelons la scéne de Gethsémané 
ou Jésus disait: Si je le voulais, mon pére m’enverrait douze 
légions d’anges; ou celle de Golgotha ou le peuple criait : S’il est 
le fils de Dieu, qu’il descende de la croix; puis cette parole 
adressée aux Pharisiens: Cette génération demande un signe ; 
mais elle n’aura que celui donné par Jonas aux Ninévites ; enfin 
les occasions ot la foule voulait le proclamer roi et sa déclaration 
solennelle: Mon royaume n’est pas de ce monde. 

Tout de méme le présent récit, tel qu’il est donné et compris 
par les évangélistes, présente des difficultés insurmontables, qu’ il 
est de notre devoir de signaler. Nous ne nous arréterons pas 
a celles qui ne tiennent qu’au cadre de Vhistoire, par ex. a la 
question de savoir sous quelle forme le diable apparut? comment 
Jésus fut transporté du désert au temple, du temple sur la mon- 
tagne, et de la de nouveau au désert? ott doit étre la montagne 
assez haute pour permettre & l’homme d’embrasser d’un seul 
coup d’ceil tous les royaumes de la terre? et autres questions 
semblables qui peuvent embarrasser l’exégése littérale, mais qui 
sont des bagatelles a cdté de celles qui se présentent & la médita- 
tion du théologien. Celui-ci est autorisé 4 demander d’abord si 
Jésus a reconnu le diable? Quelle que soit la réponse qu’on 
voudra donner (le texte dit positivement ou/), la notion de sa 
divinité se trouvera singulitrement amoindrie; car, ou bien lui, 
Dieu, n’aurait pas connu celui qu’il était venu combattre et 
vaincre sur la terre, ou bien, tout en le connaissant, il se serait 
mis ou trouvé en son pouvoir. Or, il nous semble impossible 
que le diable ait eu prise sur le Fils de Dieu, dans le sens 
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physique, et beaucoup moins possible encore que celui-ci ait 
consenti a suivre le diable, & entrer en quelque sorte, en le 
suivant, dans ses vues, & lui donner prise sur lui-méme, dans 
le sens moral. En général, Vidée dune tentation de Dieu dans ce 
sens, est une idée contraire aux notions les plus élémentaires 
dune religion digne de ce nom; et cependant les textes eux- 
mémes disent que la tentation était le but du séjour de Jésus 
au désert. Il s’ensuit de tout ce qui précéde que Ja narration 
contenue dans notre péricope, telle qu’elle est sous nos yeux, est 
incompatible avec la formule ou conception consacrée officielle- 
ment, concernant la divinité du Christ. Ajoutons encore que 
cette conséquence résulte surtout de ce que le diable propose 
a Christ de Vadorer. D’aprés la théologie de l’Eglise, Christ, 
c’est-a-dire la seconde personne de la trinité, est le créateur du 
diable comme de tout ce qui existe. Le diable le sait mieux que 
personne. Sa prétention n’est done pas seulement un blasphéme, 
elle est la plus inconcevable sottise. Or, les évangélistes n’out 
pas voulu raconter une absurdité: ils nous représentent Jésus. 
tenté comme un homme, mais triomphant sans hésitation, sans 
effort, d’une maniere parfaite et décisive. 

Mais encore a cet autre point de vue, qui, nous le répétons, est 
celui des évangélistes, il y a de graves difficultés qui arrétent le 
lecteur. Car lors méme que nous voudrions écarter toutes celles 
qui résultent de la présomption de la nature divine de Christ, 
notre sentiment religieux se refuse encore a admettre que la ten- 
tation, c’est-a-dire la provocation au mal, ait pu exercer sur lui 
une influence quelconque, ne fit-elle que passagere ou provisoire, 
ne se présentat-elle a son esprit que comme une question a ré- 
soudre, comme une hypothese. En effet, si le mal a pu, nous 
ne disons pas obscurcir pour un instant la lucidité de son esprit, 
ou travailler fugitivement sa conscience morale, mais seulement 
glisser pour ainsi dire comme une ombre devant ses yeux de 
maniere & attirer momentanément son attention, la notion de sa 
sainteté absolue, qui est un élément indispensable de la foi chré- 
tienne, est nécessairement remise en question, ou plutdt elle* est 
positivement compromise. Cela est si vrai que déja quelques- 
uns des anciens péres de l’Eglise ont été d’avis que les scénes du 
temple et de la montagne n’ont pu étre des faits réels, puisque 
autrement il faudrait admettre que Jésus a cédé jusqu’a un cer- 
tain point 4 la tentation, sauf & s’arréter au moment décisif. Des 
auteurs modernes ont été plus loin, et niant la réalité objective 
et extérieure de toute cette histoire, n’ont voulu y voir qu’un fait 
intérieur et subjectif, une évolution de la pensée de Jésus, une 
contemplation contradictoire de ses buts et moyens, un drame 


76 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


purement psychique. Mais il serait facile de prouver que cet 
expédient, dont le moindre tort est d’étre contraire au texte, 
n’écarte pas la difficulté que nous venons de signaler; tout au 
contraire, si nous mettons 4 la place du diable personnel, les 
propres pensées de Jésus, n’importe qu’elles aient surgi dans un 
songe, ou dans une vision, ou dans une lutte intérieure, nous ne 
faisons qu’affirmer la présence, dans sa nature morale, d’un élé- 
ment de faiblesse qui est d’autant moins propre a nous rassurer, 
que Vobjet de la tentation a été plus insolite. On pourrait méme 
dire qu’a cet égard la ridicule explication des interprétes ratio- 
nalistes, qui ont entrevu dans le diable un émissaire du Sanhédrin, 
ménageait beaucoup mieux lintégrité du caractere de Jésus. 
Un grand nombre de théologiens allemands de notre siécle, 
désespérant de faire accorder le récit des évangiles avec une 
gaine appréciation de la personne et de la dignité de Jésus, et 
convaincus qu’aucune des transformations de l’histoire succes- 
sivement essayées par les commentateurs n’efface complétement 
ce qui nous y arréte et nous choque, ont proposé Vexplication 
trés-spécieuse que voici: Ce que les évangélistes nous racontent 
comme un fait historique aurait été dans Vorigine une parabole 
racontée par Jésus a ses disciples a Veffet de leur faire saisir la 
différence entre une conception fausse et mauvaise de l’ceuvre 
messianique et des pouvoirs donnés & celui qui devait l’accomplir, 
et la conception vraie, qui était la sienne propre. Le diable, le 
désert, le temple et la montagne appartiendraient au cadre du 
récit figuré; l’inévitable contradiction entre les quarante jours 
passés au désert, et les deux jours qui (d’aprés Jean) séparaient 
1a noce de Cana du séjour sur les bords du Jourdain, disparaissait 
en méme temps. On a objecté avec raison que ce serait le seul 
exemple d’une paraboie dans laquelle Jésus se serait introduit 
lui-méme nominativement, et de plus qu’elle aurait dt étre bien 
mal comprise par les auditeurs pour finir par nous arriver dans 
la forme actuelle. Cela est trés-vrai, cependant, de toute facon, 
& moins de dire que nous n’avons ]& qu’un pur mythe, il faudra 
adwhettre que la narration a été formulée primitivement par 
Jésus lui-méme, qu’elle n’a pu étre communiquée aux disciples 
que dans un but pédagogique, et qu’ainsi, parabole ou non, e’est 
le sens intime du récit, son élément moral et religieux, que nous 
avons @ rechercher. Le jugement & porter sur les accessoires 
historiques est pour la chrétienté chose secondaire. Elle a un 
moindre intérét 4 résoudre les questions que nous avons posées 
en commengant, qu’a savoir comment Jésus comprenait sa mis- 
sion, ou plutot quels moyens il entendait ne pas employer & 
Pappui de son ministére. Ses besoins personnels, dont la faim 
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nest tci que l’individualisation symbolique, ne devaient point 
étre pour lui une préoccupation, un souci, un motif directeur 
de ses actes. Tout aussi peu la vaine gloire & obtenir auprés des 
hommes devait ’engager a faire parade de ce qui le distinguait 
du commun des mortels; il devait se défendre jusqu’au plaisir 
de constater pour lui-méme, et sans utilité pour le monde, la 
puissance protectrice du rapport qui le rattachait & Dieu, et con- 
naitre la différence entre le dévouement salutaire qui sacrifie la vie 
parce qu’il en sait la valeur, et la folle témérité qui Ja risque parce 
qu’elle n’en a aucune. Enfin il ne pouvait se tromper sur la 
nature du royaume qu’il se proposait de fonder, ni ignorer que 
la direction mondaine, dans laquelle les espérances fantastiques 
et superstitieuses de son peuple auraient voulu Ventrainer, loin de 
servir son vrai but, lui ferait manquer sa vocation, et renier son 
Dieu par une idolatrie aussi méprisable que blasphématoire. 


Reuss assumes, like the church, that the author pre- 
sented to himself a real person of Satan; but he does not 
explain why he assumes that. In this assumption, how- 
ever, lies the whole mistake. From the meaning of the 
whole chapter it does not at all appear that the author 
imagined a real person under the name of Satan; on 
the contrary, the very opposite is quite obvious. If the 
author had imagined a person, he would have said some- 
thing about him, about his appearance, about his actions, 
whereas not a word is said about the person itself. The 
personality of the tempter is mentioned just to the extent 
to which it is necessary, in order to express Christ’s 
thoughts and feelings. Nothing is said as to how he 
appreached him, nor how he carried him, nor how he 
disappeared. All that is mentioned is Jesus Christ and 
that foe, who is in every man, that principle of struggle 
without which the living man is unthinkable. It is 
evident that the author wants to express the ideas of 
Jesus Christ by simple methods. To express ideas, it is 
necessary to make him speak, but he is alone. So the 
author makes Christ speak with himself, and he calls one 
voice the voice of Jesus Christ, and the other now the 
devil, that is, the deceiver, and now the tempter. 
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In the church interpretation we are told directly that 
we must not and cannot (though, as always, it does not 
say why we must not and cannot) regard the devil as an 
idea, but must take him as a real person, and we are 
used to such an assumption, but why Reuss assumes the 
same demands an explanation. To any man who is free 
from the church interpretation it will be clear that the 
words which are ascribed to the tempter express only the 
voice of the flesh, which is contrary to the spirit of which 
Jesus Christ was possessed, after John’s preaching. Such 
an acceptation of the meaning of the words “tempter, 
deceiver, Satan,’ which express the same thing, is con- 
firmed by this: (1) that the personality of the tempter is 
introduced only to the extent to which it is needed to 
express the inward struggle; not a single feature is added 
about the tempter himself; (2) that the words of the 
tempter express only the voice of the flesh and nothing 
more, and (3) that all three temptations are the most 
common expressions of an inner struggle, which is re- 
peated in the soul of every man. 

Wherein does this inner struggle consist? Jesus is 
thirty years old. He regards himself as a son of God. 
That is all we know about him at the time that he is 
listening to John’s sermon. John preaches that the 
kingdom of heaven has come upon earth, and that, in 
order to enter it, one needs a purification by the spirit, 
in addition to the purification by water. John does not 
promise any striking external condition. There will be 
no external sign of the approach of the kingdom of 
heaven. The only sign of its coming is a certain inward, 
non-carnal manifestation, the purification by the. spirit. 
Filled with the idea about this spirit, Jesus Christ goes 
into the wilderness. His idea about his relation to God 
is expressed in what precedes. He regards God as his 
Father; he is a son of God, and, in order that his Father 
may be in the world and in himself, he has to find the 
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spirit which is to purify the world, and with that spirit 
to purify himself. 

In order to discover this spirit, he is subjected to 
temptation, departs from people, and goes into the wil- 
derness. In the wilderness he suffers hunger. While 
he is conscious of his sonhood to God and of his spiritual- 
ity, he wants to eat and suffers hunger. And the voice of 
the flesh says to him, If thou be the son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread. If we are to under- 
stand these words as the church understands them, 
namely, that the devil, tempting the son of God, wants 
of him proofs of his divinity, it is impossible to compre- 
hend why Jesus Christ did not change the stones into 
bread, if he was able to accomplish that. That would 
have been the best and simplest and shortest answer, 
that would have attained its purpose. If the words, If 
thou be the son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread, are a provocation to perform a miracle, then 
it is necessary for Jesus to say in reply, I do not want to 
perform a miracle, or something to that effect, but Jesus 
Christ says nothing about being willing, or not willing, to 
do what the devil proposes to him, and answers some- 
thing entirely different. He does not even mention any- 
thing about it, but replies, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. These words not only are no reply to 
the devil’s mention about the bread, but say something 
quite different. From the fact that Jesus not only fails 
to change the stones into bread, which is an obvious 
impossibility, but does not even answer this impossibility, 
but replies to the general meaning, it is evident that these 
words could not have the direct meaning, Command that 
these stones be made bread, but have that meaning which 
they have when they are directed to a man, and not to 
God. If they are directed simply to a man, their mean- 
ing is clear and simple. These words mean: Thou want- 
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est bread, and so take care that thou hast the bread, for 
thou seest that thou canst not make bread with words. 
And Jesus does not reply to why he does not make 
bread out of stones, but to the meaning which lies in 
the words, Dost thou submit to the demands of the flesh ? 
He says, Man does not live by bread, but by the spirit. 
The meaning of this separate utterance is very general. 
To understand it more definitely, it is necessary to recall 
the whole beginning of the chapter, and what these words 
refer to. In quoting the words from the book of Holy 
Scripture, Jesus Christ obviously has in mind the mean- 
ing which is to be found in that chapter. 

In Deuteronomy, Chapter VIII, the fifth book of 
Moses, it is said: 


1. All the commandments which I command thee this day 
shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in 
and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers. 

2. And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. 

3. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed 
thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither di7 thy 
fathers know ; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord doth man live. 

4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot 
swell, these forty years. 

5. Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. 

6. Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord 
thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him. 

7. For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out 
of valleys and hills. 


And so, to the devil’s words about hunger, Jesus 
recalling Israel, who had lived for forty years in the 
wilderness without perishing, answers the tempter with 
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the following words, Not by bread does man live, but 
hy the will of God. And as Israel relied on God, and 
God brought the nation to Palestine, so I rely on God. 

At these words of Jesus, the devil takes him and 
carries him to the top of a temple, again repeating, If 
thou be the son of God, cast thyself down. 

These words have cost much labour to the church 
commentators ; but no interpretation is wanted: the voice 
of the flesh, speaking in Jesus, is called the devil, and so 
these words mean simply that his imagination carried 
him to the top of the temple. Or: and he imagined that 
he was standing on an eminence, and the voice of the 
flesh said to him, repeating as before, If thou be a son of 
God, cast thyself down. 

According to the interpretation of the church, these 
words are in no way connected with the first, and again 
have no other significance than that the devil is provoking 
Jesus Christ to perform an unnecessary miracle. The 
words of the devil from Psalm XCI. about the angels bear- 
ing him up, according to the church interpretation, are 
again not connected with what precedes, and the whole 
conversation is represented as aimless. The disconnected- 
ness and senselessness of the church interpretation of the 
second temptation is due to the error in the comprehen- 
sion of the meaning of the first words. The first words, 
Make bread out of stones, which are not understood as an 
expression of impossibility (to .have bread when there is 
no supply of it), but as a provocation to perform a 
miracle, have compelled the commentators to look also 
upon the subsequent words, Cast thyself down, as upon 
a provocation to perform a miracle; but evidently 
these words are connected with the first inward mean- 
ing. This connection is obvious, if from nothing else, 
from the fact that both the first and the second series of 
words begin with the same expression, If thou be the gon 


of God. 
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Besides, the word 671 because, in the second answer, which 
is found in Luke, shows clearly that Jesus Christ is not 
answering to the words of the devil, Cast thyself down, 
but to his own refusal to cast himself down. Neither in 
his first, nor in his third temptation, does Christ say, It is 
written, and so forth, but, Because it is written, that is, he 
says, I will not cast myself down, because it is written. 

From the very start the voice of the flesh wants to 
show to Jesus the falseness of his convictions about being 
a spiritual being and a son of God. Thou sayest that 
thou art a son of God, and wentest into the wilderness, 
and thinkest to free thyself from the craving of the flesh ; 
but the craving of the flesh is tormenting thee. Here 
thou wilt not gratify thy craving, thou wilt not change 
the stones into bread, so thou hadst better go where there 
is something to make bread of, and make it, or provide 
thyself with it and eat like all men. 

That is what the voice of the flesh said in the first 
temptation. To this Jesus Christ, recalling Israel in the 
wilderness, says, Israel lived forty years in the wilderness 
without bread, and found food, and remained alive, be- . 
cause God wanted it so. Consequently man lives not by 
bread, but by the will of God. 

Then the voice of the flesh, making him think that he 
is standing on an eminence, says to him: If that is so, 
and thou, as a son of God, dost not need to trouble 
thyself about the bread, prove it by casting thyself down. 
For didst thou not say thyself that everything is due, not 
to the care of man, but to the will of God? That is ap 
actual truth, and in David’s psalm it is written, In their 
hands they shall bear thee up and keep thee from suffer- 
ing harm. So why dost thou suffer? Cast thyself down! 
No harm will befall thee, for the angels shall bear thee up. 

The moment the correct explanation is given to the first 
words, namely, that they are not a provocation to perform 
a miracle, but an indication of an impossibility, these 
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words, too, assume the same character and clear signif. 
icance. In the words of the devil, Cast thyself down, is 
to be found an objection to Jesus’ reliance on God; but 
in the subsequent words from the psalm there is expressed 
this idea, that if one is to believe in God’s will and live by 
it alone, he cannot be subject to suffering, and the angels 
will preserve him; and so the devil expresses his idea: 
(1) that if a person believes that man lives by the will of 
God, and not by his own care, he need not be heedful of 
his life, and (2) that for the believer there can be no pri- 
vations and sufferings, nor thirst, nor hunger, and all he 
has to do is to cast himself down headlong and abandon 
himself to the will of God, and the angels will bear him 
up. That this second idea about Jesus Christ’s ability to 
free himself from hunger, if he really believes in the will 
of God, by casting himself down from the temple, is con- 
tained in the words of the devil, is confirmed by Jesus 
Christ’s answer about not tempting God, as had happened 
at Massah. The voice of the flesh with the words, Cast 
thyself down, not only proves to Jesus the injustice of 
his proof about life not being from human bread but from 
God, but from the very fact that Jesus does not cast him- 
self down we see that he does not believe in it. If he 
believed in this, that life is not from human bread, not 
from human cares, but from God, he would now not spare 
himself in his hunger; but he suffers hunger and yet 
does not fully abandon himself to the will of God. To 
this Jesus answers with a refusal to cast himself down. 
He says, I will not cast myself down, because it is 
written, Do not tempt thy Lord. 

Jesus Christ again answers with words from a book of 
Moses, recalling the incident at Massah-Meribah. This 
is what happened at Massah (Exod, xvii.) : 

2. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give 


us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why 
chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord? 
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3. And the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou 
hast brought us up out of Egypt to kill us and our children and 
our cattle with thirst? 

4, And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, What shall I do 
unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. 

5. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the people, 
and take with thee of the elders of Israel: and thy rod, where- 
with thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 

6. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in 
Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come 
water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

7. And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, 
because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they 
tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not? 


With this reference Jesus Christ answers both consid- 
erations of the devil. To the statement made by the 
voice of the flesh that he does not believe in God, since 
he takes care of himself, he says, One must not tempt 
the Lord. To the suggestion of the voice of the flesh 
. that, if he believed in God, he would cast himself down 
from the temple, in order to give himself into the charge 
of the angels and free himself from hunger, he replies by 
saying that he does not rebuke any one for his hunger, 
as the Israelites rebuked Moses at Massah. He does not 
lose his hope in God, and so he does not need to tempt 
God and finds it easy to bear his condition. The third 
temptation is a strict deduction from the first two. The 
first two begin with the words, If thou be the son of 
God, but the last has not that introduction. The voice 
of the flesh speaks directly to Jesus Christ, showing him 
all the kingdoms of the world, that is, how all men live, 
and says to him, If thou wilt worship me, I will give 
thee all these things. The absence of the introductory 
clause and the entirely new turn of speech, as though not 
addressing a man with whom one disputes, but a man 
who is vanquished, point to the connection of this pas- 
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sage with what precedes, if the preceding passages are 
understood in their real sense. 

At first the voice of the flesh discusses, saying, If thou 
wert a son of God and a spirit, thou wouldst not suffer 
hunger, and if thou didst suffer hunger, thou wouldst be 
able by thy own will to make bread out of stones and 
gratify thy appetite. But if thou sufferest hunger and 
canst not make bread out of stones, thou art not a son of 
God and a spirit. But thou sayest that thou art a son 
of God in the sense of putting thy faith in God. That is 
not true, for, if thou didst rely upon God, as a son relies 
upon his father, thou wouldst not now suffer hunger, but 
wouldst at once abandon thyself to the power of God 
and wouldst not spare thy life, but no, thou wilt not cast 
thyself down from the roof. 

To this Jesus Christ replies that he has no right to 
demand anything from God. What Jesus Christ meant 
by these words will be\mentioned farther down, but the 
devil does not understand the argument. 

The arguments of the devil are as follows: 

Thou wantest to eat, so bestir thyself about the bread. 
If it be true that thou givest thyself over to the will of 
God, thou wouldst not try to save thyself; but thou dost 
save thyself, consequently thou art not right. And so 
the voice of the fiesh says triumphantly, If thou dost not 
wish to think of food, do not spare thy life; but since 
thou art caring for thy life and dost not wish to cast thy- 
self down from the roof, why dost thou not provide 
thyself with bread? The voice of the flesh seems to 
compel Jesus to recognize its might and the inevitable- 
ness of life of the flesh, and so it says, All this reliance 
of thine upon God and certainty concerning him are 
empty words, but in reality thou hast not gone away, and 
wilt not go away, from the flesh. Thou hast been and art 
just the same son of the flesh like all other men. And 
if thou art a son of the flesh, worship it and work for it. 
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I am the spirit of the flesh. And he shows the kingdoms 
of the world to Jesus. Thou seest what I give to ; those 
who serve me. Worship me, work for me, and thou wilt 
have the same. 

To this Jesus again replies from a book of Moses (Deut. 
vi. 13): Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him, 
and swear by his name. 

This is not said simply in Deuteronomy, but is said to 
the Israelites, lest they should forget God and should for- 
get to work for him alone, when they received all the 
benefits of the flesh. 

The voice of the flesh grows silent, and the divine 
strength helps Jesus Christ to bear the temptation. 

Everything which has to be said has been said. The 
church interpretations are wont to represent this passage 
as a victory of Jesus Christ over the devil. From no 
interpretation does a victory result: the devil may be 
regarded as much a victor as is Jesus Christ. There is 
no victory on either side: there is only an expression 
of two diametrically opposed principles of life, and both 
the one which Jesus Christ rejects and the one which he 
accepts are clearly expressed. Both trains of thought 
are striking in that all philosophic systems, the systems 
of morality, the religious sects, the different tendencies of 
life in this or that historical period have for their founda- 
tion nothing but the different sides of these two reflec- 
tions. In every serious conversation about the meaning 
of life, or about religion, in every case of an inward 
struggle of each individual, there are always repeated the 
same “discussions of this discourse of the devil with Jesus 
Christ, or of the voice of the flesh with the voice of the 
spirit. 

What we call materialism is only an adherence to the 
whole discussion of the devil; what we call asceticism is 
only an adherence to Christ’s first answer about man’s 
not living by bread, 
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The suicidal sects, the philosophy of a Schopenhauer 
and of a Hartmann, are only the evolution of the devil’s 
second reflection. 

In the simplest form the discussion represents itself as 
follows : 

Devil. Thou art a son of God, and yet hungry. With 
words thou canst not make bread. Talk what thou pleas- 
est about God, but the belly craves for bread. If thee 
wantst to be alive, work, and provide thyself with bread. 

Jesus. Man lives not by bread, but by God. What 
gives life to man is not the flesh, but the spirit. 

Devil. Tf itis not the flesh that gives life, then man 
is free from the flesh and its demands. And if thou art 
free, cast thyself down from the roof, and the angels will 
bear thee up in their arms. Kill thy flesh, or kill thyself 
at once. 

Jesus. The life in the body is from God, and so it is 
not right to murmur against it and doubt in it. 

Devil. Thou sayest, What is the use of bread? and 
yet art suffering hunger. Thou sayest, Life is from God, 
in the spirit, and yet carest for thy flesh, consequently 
all that is nothing but talk. Not thou beginnest the 
world, and not with thee will it end. Look at people: 
they have lived and still live, providing bread for them- 
selves and taking care of it. And they provide it not 
for a day, nor for one year, but for many years, and 
not bread only, but everything which man needs. And 
they take care of themselves and try not to fall, not to 
be killed by misery, and not to be offended by man: 
live likewise! If thou wishest to eat, work! If thou 
pitiest thy body, take care of thyself! Worship thy flesh 
and work for it, and thou wilt live, and it will repay 
thee. 

Jesus. Man lives not by the flesh, but by God. It is 
impossible to doubt the life from God, and in this life we 
must: worship God alone and work for him alone. 
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The whole discussion of the devil, that is, of the flesh. 
is incontestable and invincible, if we place ourselves at 
his point of view. Christ’s contention is just as invinci- 
ble, if we place ourselves at his point of view. The only 
difference is that the contention of Jesus Christ includes 
the contention of the flesh. Jesus Christ understands the 
discussion of the flesh and takes it for the basis of the 
whole discussion, but the discussion of the flesh does not 
include that of Jesus Christ and does not understand 
his point of view. The devil’s want of comprehension 
of Christ begins with the second question and answer. 
The devil says, If thou sayest that thou canst live with- 
out bread, which is necessary for life, then thou canst 
renounce thy whole carnal life, simply reject it, and cast 
thyself down from an eminence, in order to annihilate it. 

Jesus replies, While refusing the bread I do not reject 
God, whereas by casting myself down from the temple 
l reject him. But life is from God, and life is a manifes- 
tation of God within me, in my flesh. Consequently, by 
renouncing life and doubting in it I doubt in God. And 
thus, it is possible to reject everything in the name of 
God, but not life, because life is a manifestation of the 
Deity. 

But the devil does not want to understand this. He 
assumes that his contention is correct, and says, Why is 
it possible to reject the bread which is necessary for life, 
and not life itself? That is not consistent. And if it is 
not possible to reject life, it is not possible to reject any- 
thing which is necessary for it, and he makes the deduc- 
tion, And if thou dost not cast thyself down from the roof 
and thinkest that thou art obliged to take care of thyself, 
thou art obliged to take care of everything and provide 
thyself with bread. 

Jesus says that it is not possible to compare bread with 
life, that there is a difference there. And the argument 
of Jesus leads him to an opposite conclusion. 
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The flesh says, I have placed within thee the necessity 
of caring forme. If thou thinkest that thou canst neglect 
any appetites of mine and go hungry, when thou wantest 
to eat, do not imagine that thou canst get away from me. 
If thou abstainest from them, thou dost so only because 
thou sacrificest some needs for other needs of mine; thou 
sacrificest them only for a short time and continuest to 
live for the gratification of my demands of the flesh. 
Thou sacrificest one set of needs for another, but the 
flesh itself thou wilt not sacrifice in any way. And 
so thou wilt not get away from me, and thou wilt 
always serve me alone, like all other men. 

It is this one incontestable truth that Jesus Christ 
takes for the foundation of his discussion, and with the 
first word, while acknowledging the whole truthfulness 
of this discussion, transfers the question to another point 
of view. He asks himself, What is that demand to take 
care of the flesh, which I feel within me, those appetites 
and that inner strugele with those appetites? and he 
answers, It is the consciousness of life within me. What, 
then, is that consciousness of life? The flesh is not the 
life? What, then, is life? Life is something unknown, 
but something which does not resemble the flesh, some- 
thing quite different from it. What is it, then? It is 
something from another source. 

And so, recognizing the first proposition, that there is the 
flesh and that there is the necessity to preserve it, he says 
to himself that none the less everything which he knows 
about the flesh and its needs he knows only because there 
is life in him, and he says to himself that life is not from 
the flesh, but from something else, and this something else, 
which is the opposite of the flesh, he calls God, and says, 
Man lives not because he eats bread, but because life is with- 
in him; but that life comes from something else, from God. 

To the second proposition of the flesh, that, after all, it 
is impossible to get away from the flesh, and that a man 
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lives only because he keeps it by a feeling of self-preser- 
vation, Jesus Christ says, continuing the discussion from 
his standpoint, that he is preserving his life not for the 
sake of the flesh, but because it is from God, and because 
life is a manifestation of God, and so, in the last conclu- 
sion about the necessity of working for the flesh, he 
entirely departs from the tempter, and says, It is neces- 
sary to work for the spiritual principle of life, for God. 
it is necessary to AaTpevev not for the flesh, but for 
God alone. The word Aatpevev, which designates the 
work of a hired labourer, compulsory work, for pay, is 
not placed here by accident. It is important to keep in 
mind the meaning which this word has. 

Jesus says, It is true, I shall always be in the power of 
the fiesh ; it will always urge its demands, but outside the 
voice of the flesh I know also the voice of God, which is 
independent of it. And thus, as in these temptations in 
the wilderness, so also in my whole life, the voice of the 
flesh and the voice of God will contend with each other, 
and I shall have to work for the one or for the other, like 
a labourer expecting to be paid. Two voices will be call- 
ing me and demanding my work for the one or for the 
other. And I will make an effort for God in all such 
controversies, and from him alone will expect my (reward) 
pay, that is, in case of a struggle I will always choose the 
effort for God. 

And the spirit obtains a victory over the flesh, and 
Jesus finds the spirit that is going to cleanse him, so that - 
the kingdom of heaven may come. In the consciousness 
of this spirit Jesus Christ returns from the wilderness. 

If we give the words G'od and life the meanings which 
these words have in the Introduction, the words of Jesus 
Christ became clearer still. In response to the devil’s 
first remark about the bread Christ says, Man lives not 
by bread, but by the comprehension. To the devil’s re- 
mark that Jesus should cast himself down from the roof, 
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he replies, I cannot doubt the comprehension; the com- 
prehension is always with me. It gives me life, and life 
is the light of the comprehension, so how can I have any 
doubts about the comprehension and tempt it? And so 
I cannot work for anything else but that which is the 
_ source of my life, which is my life itself. The compre- 
_hension alone do I worship and it alone do I serve. 
Besides the inward meaning of this passage as regards the 
evolution of the teaching in Christ himself, it has the 
other meaning of the elucidation in the consciousness of 
Jesus Christ of God as the comprehension. 

In the beginning of the temptation Jesus Christ speaks 
of the Jewish God, the Creator of everything, of God as a 
separate individual, distinct from man, of God who is pre- 
eminently carnal. 

Thou canst make bread, says the tempter; and in reply, 
Christ says, though not clearly, that God is not an exclu- 
sively carnal God: Man lives not by bread alone, but by 
God. The words, Cast thyself down, or, If a man can 
deprive himself of bread, he can also deprive himself of 
life, express a doubt as to life being itself from God: Life 
is not from God, but in my power. And Christ says in 
reply, Everything is in my power but life, because life 
itself is from God. Life is a manifestation of God, life is 
in God. 

Here we have a conclusion, from an entirely different 
side from what it was in the Introduction, that life is the 
light of men, and light is comprehension, and the compre- 
hension is that which men call God, that is, the beginning 
of everything. 

The third temptation transfers the whole discussion 
from the internal sphere to the external. It says, Thy 
judgment cannot be correct, since the whole world lives 
differently. 

In replying to this, Christ repeats his conception about 
the inner, non-carnal God. He says, Amidst those bene- 
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fits which I did not give to myself, I must worship none 
but my God and serve him alone. Besides, it is neces- 
sary to remember, in the evolution of the further teach- 
ing, that this idea of God and those relations of man 
to God, which are expressed in this passage, are worked 
out by Jesus Christ on the same path of thought. 
We must remember that in reply to the question as 
to what man lives by, bread or God, Jesus for the 
first time makes clear to himself his own teaching 
about the meaning of God and man, and for this reason 
he in very many places, whenever he wishes to express 
this relation of man to God, has recourse to the same 
train of thought and to the same comparison with the 
bread, through which this meaning had become clear to 
him. 

Of the agreement of all the passages, where mention is 
made of the bread, food, and drink, with this passage we 
shall speak in another place. 


THE MARRIAGE IN CANA 


John ii. 1-11. This incident in Cana of Galilee, which 
is described with so much detail, is one of the most in- 
structive passages in the gospels, instructive in so far as it 
shows how dangerous it is to accept the whole letter of 
the so-called canonical Gospel as something sacred. The 
event in Cana of Galilee does not present anything re- 
markable, nor anything instructive, nor anything important 
in any respect whatsoever. If -it is a miracle, it is sense- 
less ; if it is a trick, it is offensive; but if it is a picture 
of life, it is unnecessary. 

Matt. xiv. 3-5; Mark vi. 17-20; Luke iii. 19, 20; 
Matt. iv. 12; Mark i. 14; John iv. 1, 2; John iv, 
44-54; Luke v. 1-10; Matt. iv. 19, 20; Mark i. 17, 18. 
In all these passages we have descriptions of events which 
do not give us the teaching. 
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BEGINNING OF CHRIST'S PREACHING 


17. ’Awd rére Hotaro 
5’ Inoots knptooew 

14. Td — evayyéduov 
THs BaoiNeias TOU Oeod. 

15. Kat Aéywr, “Ore 
TeTARPWTAL O Katpds, Kat 


Matt. iv.17. From that 
time Jesus began to 
preach 

Mark i. 14. The 


ospel 
of the kingdom o 


God, 


15. And saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at 


17. 
Jesus 
claim 

14. The kingdom of 
God. 


15. He said, The time 
has come, the kingdom 
of God is here. Renovate 


From that time 
began to pro- 


WY yexev  Baoirela Tod hand: repent ye, and yourselves and believe 
Ocod: peravoeire, Kal believe the gospel. in the announcement of 
mucteveTre €vy TH Ev- the true good. 
ayyeriy. 


John i. 19-34. All it says is that upon seeing Jesus 
Christ John said, He comes after me, but was before me, 
but it does not say whether he was the Christ. And so, 
both in this place, and in the following ones, which have 
references to Jesus’ being the Christ, it is necessary to 
separate the indications about his being the Messiah from 
the teaching, with which they are frequently blended. 
Whether Jesus, whose teaching has encompassed half of 
the world, was, from the point of view of the Jews, that 
Christ whom they had been expecting, or not, 1s a ques- 
tion which is quite foreign to the teaching. 

For the Jews who became converted to Christianity it 
could have a meaning, and so it is easy to understand 
why the meaning of certain passages is obscured : this is 
done in order to prove that Jesus was the Christ, that is, 
the anointed one, and that, as David and Saul had been 
anointed, so Christ was anointed by John. But for people 
who were not followers of the Mosaic law and who were 
in no way convinced that Jesus was the true messenger 
cf God, John’s assertions about Jesus, even if they were 
made, are quite unnecessary. 

Jonnsi 19-345 -Matt.in, 16,17; Mark 1.10, 11; 
Luke iii. 21, 22. These verses contain the assertion and 
proof that Jesus Christ is the son of God. 

Whether Jesus Christ is the son of God according te 
the conceptions of the Jews is a matter of indifference for 
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us who are not Jews. If there were no other proofs 
of his filial relation to God, than the voice which eighteen 
hundred years ago was heard no one knows by whom, this 
tradition about the voice from heaven would not convince 
any one of his being chosen by God and being his son. 
But for those who understand the reality of Jesus and his 
filial relation to God as explained in Chapter I., the tradition 
about the dove and the voice from heaven are, to say the 
least, superfluous. 


CHRIST'S FIRST DISCIPLES 


85. T7 ématpioy modu 
elor jer 6 Iwdvvns, Kal 
éx TOv pabnrav avrov 
Ovo. 

36. Kal éuBdépas re 
"Inood mepiurarobvrt, é- 
yer, “Ide 6 dvds Tod 
Oecov. 

37. Kal Frovcay ad- 
Tov of dvo paébnral 
AadovvTos, Kal ko\ov- 
Onoav T@ Inood. 

38. Zrpadels dé 6 
"Inoots, kal Geacduevos 
avrovs  akoovGovvTas, 
eyes avrots, Ti (nretre ; 
oi 6¢ eirov atr@, ‘PaBBi, 
(6 Aéyerac Epunvevopevor, 


John i. 35, Again the 
next day after, John 
stood, and two of his 
disciples; 


36. And looking upon 
Jesus as he walked,« he 
saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God! 


37. And the two dis- 
ciples heard him speak, 
and they followed Jesus. 


38. Then Jesus turned, 
and saw them following, 
and saith unto them, 
What seek ye? They 
said unto him, Rabbi, 
(which is to say, being 
interpreted, Master,) 
where dwellest thou?® 


36. And John again 
came together with 
Jesus and said about 
him, This is the lamb of 
God. 


37. Two of John’s dis- 
ciples, hearing these 
words, followed Jesus. 


38. Jesus turned 
around and, seeing that 
they followed him, said 
to them, What are you 
looking for? They said, 
Rabbi (which means 
Master), where dwellest 
thou? 


Avddokane,) mod péves ; 


(@) €uPrepas 7@ Tepiratodvt. seeing Jesus as he 
walked. Under these words is to be understood that 
when Jesus went into Galilee, John saw him again. 
The word mad points to that. John the evangelist 
tells the events in the curtest manner possible, but it 
does not follow from that that nothing else happened. 
It is as though a man, repeating a certain story about an 
event, should mention only the prominent and memorable 
points. Obviously Jesus saw John and spoke with him, 
and after the conversation John said, He is the lamb 
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appointed by God, and these last words clearly defined 
what John had been talking about. 

(b) mod pévers where dwellest thou ? 
disciples and the answer of Jesus Christ, You shall see 
where I dwell, and the fact that the disciples see where 
he dwells, apparently mean more than what is said here. 
Apostle John mentions only the prominent words of the 
conversation, but the meaning of the whole passage obvi- 
ously is’ this, that the disciples wish to be with him, to 
hear his teaching, and, perhaps, to see how he lives, and 
he invites them “to come with him, and they see how he 
lives and hear his teaching, and are convinced of its truth. 


39, Adye: avrots, ”Ep- 
xerbe Kat idere. Ov 
Kal eldov mod méver Kal 
map avr@ euewav Thy 
huepay éxelyny: wpa dé 
Hv ws dexdrn. 

40. “Hy ’Avipéas, 6 
addedpos Diwwvos Ileé- 
Tpov, els é€x THY S00 THY 
axovedvTw. mapa Ilwdv- 
vou, Kal dkoNovOnodvTwy 
are. 

41. Evpioxe.  ofros 
‘ap@tos Tov adehpov Tov 
YOvov Lluwva, cal Néye 
ait@, - Eipykayev Tov 
Meoclay (6 éoTt pmebep- 
pnvevouevov, 6 Xpiords): 

42. Kal fyayev av- 


tov mpos Tov "Inaoby. 
éuBrépas dé atr@ oO 


"Inoods eire, DV ef Diuwy 
6 vids "Iwvd: od kd Ohon 
Kngds (0 épunveverac 
Ilérpos). 

19. Kat mpoBas éxet- 
dev ddrtyov, eldev *Idkw- 
Bov rov rot ZeBedaiov, 
kal’ Iwdvyny Tov adehpov 
airod, xal avrovs év TO 
mroiw karaptlvovTas TH 
OlkTva, 


John 4%. 39. He saith 
unto them, Come and 
see. They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and 
abode with him that 
day: for it was about 
the tenth hour. 


40. One of the two 
which heard John speak, 
and followed him, was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 


41. He first findeth his 
own brother Simon, and 
saith unto him, We 
have found the Messias, 
which is, being inter- 
preted, the Christ. 


42, And he brought 
him to Jesus. And when 
Jesus beheld him, he 
said, Thou art Simon 
the son of Jona: thou 
shalt be called Cephas, 
which is by interpreta- 
tion, A stone. 


Marki. 19, And when 
he had gone a little 
further thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebe- 
dee, and John his 
brother, who also were 
in the ship mending 
their nets. 


The words of the 


39. He said to them, 
Come and see. They 
caine and saw where he 
dwelt, and they re- 
mained with him a day. 


40. One of these two 
was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 


41, He looked up his 
brother Simon, and said, 
We have fcund the Mes- 
siah, which means, the 
chosen one of God. 


42. And he was 
brought to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him, and said, 
Thou art Simon the son 
of John. Thou shalt 
be called Peter, which 
means, A stone. 


19. And when he went 
a distance away from 
there, he saw James the 
son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother: they 
were in a ship mending 
their nets. 
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20. Kal ed0éws éxd- 
Necev adrovs: Kal apév- 
Tes Tov Twatépa abTray 
ZeBedatov év TO trolw 
mera TOV ptcOwT Oy, 
dm7nOov dricw avrov. 

43. TH éravtpiov 70é- 
Anoev 6 Inoods éfedOecv 
els tTHv Tadt\alav> kal 
ebploxee Pidurmov, Kal 
héyer adt@, “Axodovder 
LOU 

44, “Hy 6é 6 Bidurmos 
amd BnOcatda, ex Tis 
modews Avdpéov kat Ilé- 
Tpov. 

45. Evpioxe: idurmos 
tov Nadavainr. Kal Neyer 
ait @,” Oveypaye Mohs 
év T@ vouw Kal ol mpo- 
ofa, ebpjxaper, *In- 
cody Tov vidv TOO Iwahnp 
Tov dd Nagapér. 

46. Kal cirey air@ 
Nadavayr, “Ex Natapéer 
Svvaral Te ayabv eivat ; 
héyer adt@ idurmos, 
“Epxou kat ie. 

47. Eidev 6 “Inoois 
Tov NaBavayr épyduevov 
mpos avrov, Kal éyeu 
mepi avrod, "Ide adnbds 
"IopanXirns, év @ dddos 
ovK €oTL. 

49. ’ArexplOn Na- 
Oavahr Kal réyer atro, 
‘PaBBl, od ef 6 vids Tod 
Bcd, ad ef 6 Bacideds 
Tov Iopann. 

51. Kat déye are, 
"Auhy dunv Néyw dcr, 
"Am dpte SWerbe roy 
otpavdy avewydra, Kal 
Tovs ayyédous Tod Ocod 
avaBatvovras Kal KaTa- 
Balvovras émt tov vidv 
TOU avOpwrov. 


20. And straightway 
he called them: and 
they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with 
the hired servants, and 
went after him. 


John i. 43. The day 
following Jesus would 
go forth into Galilee 
and findeth Philip, and 
saith unto him, Follow 
me. 


44. Now Philip was of 
Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 


45. Philip findeth Na- 
thanael, and saith unto 
him, We have found 
him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph. 


46. And Nathanael said 
unto him, Can there any 
good thing come out of 
Nazareth? Philip saith 
unto him, Come and see. 


47. Jesus sawe Na- 
thanael coming to him 
and saith of him, Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile! 


49. Nathanael an- 
Sswered and saith unto 
him, Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God ;? thou art the 
King of Israel, 


51. And he saith unto 
him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Hereafter ye 
shall see heaven open, 
and the angels of God 
ascending and descend- 
ing upon the Son of 
man.¢ 
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20. And he called them 
at once: and they left 
their father Zebedee in 
the ship witb the hired 
servants. 


43. Later, before going 
to Galilee, Jesus met 
also Philip, and said to 
him, Come with me. 


44, Philip was of Beth- 
saida, of the same village 
with Peter and Andrew. 


45. Philip found Na- 
thanael, and said to him, 
We have found the one 
Moses wrote about in 
the law, —it is Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


46. And Nathanael said 
to him, Can any good 
thing come out of Naza- 
reth? Philip said to him, 
Go and see for thyself. 


47. When Nathanael 
came and Jesus had a 
talk with him, he said 
to him, Now here is a 
man in whom there is no 
guile. 


49, And Nathanael said 
to him, Thou art a son 
ot God; thou art the 
King of Israel. 


51. And he said, Thou 
wilt find out something 
more important than 
that, for I tell you the 
whole truth: You shall 
now find out that heaven 
is open and the powers 
of God will descend to 
the son of man and will 
ascend again to heaven, 


(a) Saw hom means here: had a conversation with him, 


followed him. 
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Verse 48 of the first chapter of John is a hint at some- 
thing well known to the author, but it is entirely lost on 
us. What happened under the fig-tree and when Jesus 
saw him is unknown, and so the verse is omitted. 

(b) Nathanael’s assertion that Jesus is the son of God, 
that is, that Jesus thought of himself in the wilderness, 
and a King of Israel, that is, that with Christ the kingdom 
of God had come, precisely what John had been preaching 
about, shows that John talked a great deal with his first 
disciples, and interpreted things to them. When Nathanael 
understood the interpretation, he said, Yes, thou art a son 
of God, and thou art the King of Israel. 

Verse 50 is a continuation of the conversation which 
took place under the fig-tree, during the event which is 
lost to us, and so it is omitted here. 

(c) vies Tov avOperrov the son of man, both by its sig- 
nification and by its use can mean nothing but a man 
possessed of qualitres common to all men. In these words 
Jesus Christ says what he has come to understand in 
the wilderness. 


According to the previous teaching God was a distinct 
being, separate from man. Heaven was the abode of 
God, and God himself was hidden from man. Accord- 
ing to the teaching of Jesus Christ, heaven is open to 
man. The communion of God with man is established. 
The life of man is from God, and God is always with 
man, and so the power of God descends upon the son 
of man: man becomes conscious of it and ascends into 
heaven. Man recognizes God from within. In this con- 
sists the coming of the kingdom of God, which John 
preaches and Jesus confirms. 


JESUS CHRIST PREACHING IN NAZARETH 


} Luke iv. 16. And he 16. And Jesus came to 

16. Kat aneee o ile came to Nazareth, where Nazareth, where he had 
Nafapér, ob Hv TeOpav- he had been brought been brought up. And, 
uévos: kal elojOe kaTa up: and, as his custom according to the custom 
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7d elwOds atte, év TH 
nuepa THY caBBarwr, 
els THY ouvaywyhy, Kal 
avésTn avayvdvat. 

17. Kat éred66n aire 
BiBdlov ‘Heatov rod rpo- 
pnrod: Kal avarrvéas TO 
BiBXlov, ebpe Tov rérov 
ob Hv yeypaupevor, 

18. ‘Tveiua Kuptov 
er’ éue of Evexev expicé 
pe evayyerlfeobar wTrw- 
ots améoradké pe, idoa- 
cba Tovs curreTpiupé- 
vous Thy Kapdlayv, knpvéac 
aixuahwros ker Kal 
Tuphots avd Brewev, dro- 
oTetAat TEApavawévous ev 
apéce, 

19. Kypvéar énavrov 
Kuplov dexrév.’ 


20. Kal arvéas rd 
BiBXlov, drodods TH bry- 
péern, exdOice xad mdv- 
Twv év TH suvaywyy ol 
bpOarpuol Foav drevigor- 
TES AUTO. 

21. "Hpéaro 5é Néyew 
mpos abrovs, “Ore otue- 
pov memAnpwrar 7 ypa- 
on altn év rots daly 
Upuav, 

22. Kal mdvres éuap- 
TUpovv atr@, Kal ebav- 
Magov émt rots Noyous Tis 
xd piros, Tots éxmopevope- 
vous €k Tod orbjaros 
avrod, kal eyo, Ovx 
otrbs éorw 6 vids *Iw- 
oH ; 

3. Odx obrébs éoriy 6 
TEKT WY ; 

55. Otx ofrés éorw 
6 Tod TéxTovos vids ; odxi 
7 eATNP abrod héyerat 
Mapiap, kat oi adedpot 
wrod "IdkwBos Kal *Iw- 
ons Kal Diuwy Kal ’Lov- 
das ; 


was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sab- 
bath day, and stood up 
for to read, 


17. And there was de- 


livered unto him the 
book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he 


had opened the book, he 
found the place where 
it was written, 

18. The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed 
jue to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliv- 
erance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are 
bruised, 


19. To preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the 
Lord (Isaiah 1xi. 1, 2).¢ 

20. And he closed the 
book, and he gave it 
again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. 


21. And he began to 
Say unto them, This 
day is this Scripture ful- 
filled in your ears. 


22. And all bare him 
witness, and wondered 
at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of 
his mouth. And they 
said, Is not this Joseph's 
son? 


Mark vi. 3. 1s not this 
the carpenter? 


Matt. viti. 55. Is not 
this the carpenter’s son? 
is not his mother called 
Mary? and his brethren, 
James, and Joses, and 
Simon, and Judas? 
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of the holiday, he went 
into an assembly, and 
began to read. 


17, And they gave him 
the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. And he opened 
it at the place where it 
was written, . 


18. The spirit of the 
Eternal One is upon me: 
he has ordained me to 
announce the good to 
the unfortunate, the 
broken-hearted, to pro- 
claim freedom to those 
who are bound, and 
light to the blind, and 
salvation and rest to 
those who are weary. 


19. To announce to all 
the time of God’s mercy, 


20. And closing the 
book and giving it back 
to the servant, he sat 


down. And the eyes of 
all were fastened on 
him. 


21. And he began to 
speak to them, Now is 
the Scripture fulfilled in 
your eyes. 


22. And all wondered 
at the graciousness of 
his words, and said, Is 
not this -Toseph’s son? 


° 


3. Is not this the car- 
penter? 


55. And is not this the 
carpenter’s son? Is net 
his mother called Mar- 
iam’? and his brothers 
James, Joses, Simon, 
and Judas? 
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23. Kal lire pds 
avrovs, Idvrws épeiré 
oe THY TapaBodny Tav'- 
Tnv, Larpé, Oepdmrevoov 
ceavT by: 

57. Ovd« ore mrpogr- 
Ts Ariuos, el uh ev TH 
marpld. avrod Kal év TH 
olkla avrod. 

18. Kal xaradurdy 
Thv Nagapéer, éMdv Ka- 
TwKnoev els Karepvaodu 
Thy Tapadaracclay éy 
oplors ZaBouhwy kai Nep- 
Oanelm. 

21. Kal ev@éws rots 
odBBaow elcehOay els 
Thy cuvaywyhy, édlda- 
oKE. 

22. Kal é&erdjocov- 
To éml tH diay ad- 
TOU: Fv yap diWdoKwy 
avrovs ws ékouclay éxwr, 
kal ovxX ws of Ypau- 
parets. 


Luke wv. 23. And he 
said unto them, Ye will 
surely say unto me this 
proverb, Physician, heal 
thyself. 


Matt.xitii. 57. A proph- 
et is not without honour, 
save in his own country, 
and in his own house. 


Matt.iv. 13. And leay- 
ing Nazareth, he came 
and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is upon the sea- 
coast, in the borders of 
gepeion and Nephtha- 
im. 


Mark 7% 21. And 
straightway on the sab- 
bath day he entered into 
the synagogue, and 
taught. 

22. And they were as- 
tonished at his doctrine: 
for he taught them as 
one that had authority,¢ 
and not as the scribes. 
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23. And he said to 
them, Of course, you 
Bay, Physician, heal thy- 
self. 


57. Because no proph- 
et is understood in his 
own country. 


13. And from Nazareth 
he went to Capernaum., 


21, And _— straightway 
on the Sabbath he went 
into the assembly and 
began to teach. 


22. And they were de- 
lighted with his teach- 
ing, for he taught them 
freely, and not as the 
scribes. 


(a) This passage from Isaiah breaks off where it begins 
to speak of the vengeance of God. In Isaiah it is thus: To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God. I quote this, to show that the 
words cited from the book of Moses and the prophets 
have to be taken in the sense only which Jesus Christ 
gives to them. Apparently he selected those familiar 
words which expressed his idea, rejecting those which 
were opposed to it. 

(0) The meaning of the verses about the prophet in 
his own country and about the physician is not clear to 
me. In any case, the meaning of this passage, as it is 
understood, has nothing in common with the teaching 
and so ought to be referred to the addition. 

(c) ws éEouvciav éywy means, having freedom ; éfouola 
has for its first meaning freedom. Here it inevitably 
means freedom, and not power, because it is opposed ta 
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the doctrine of the scribes. The scribes had power, and 
so it could not be said, Having power, but not as the 
scribes (who have power). The contradistinction con- 
sists here in this, that the scribes did not teach freely, for 
the very reason that they had power, that is, that the 
teaching of the scribes (as actually was the case) regarded 
men as the slaves of God and not free, while according 
to the teaching of Jesus Christ men were free. With 
such an explanation it becomes clear what the people 
were delighted with. If Jesus taught like one having 
power, that is, with boldness and impudence, the people 
would have nothing to be delighted with. But appar- 
ently there was something else in the teaching. And 
this other thing was that he taught ws é£ouvcl/av éyav, 
that is, freely, as being free from all bonds. 


JESUS CHRIST’S BIRTH, CHILDHOOD, AND 
BEGINNING OF PREACHING 


The comprehension was made incarnate in Jesus 
Christ. Jesus Christ announced the true good to men. 
But the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. His 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they 
began to live together as husband and wife, Mary turned 
out to be with child. Joseph was a good man and did 
not wish to disgrace her, so he accepted her as his wife. 
And he had no relations with her until she bore her first 
son, whom she called Jesus. And the boy grew and 
became manly and was intelligent above his years. 

Here is what happened with him in his childhood. 
Jesus was twelve years old, when Mary went with 
Joseph to Jerusalem to celebrate a holiday, and they took 
the boy with them. The holiday was over, and they went 
home and forgot about the boy. Then they thought of 
him, and it occurred to them that he might have walked 
off with some children, and they asked about him along the 
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road. The boy could not be found, and they returned to 
Jerusalem after him. Not until two days later did they 
find him in a church, and he was sitting with the teach- 
ers and asking them questions and listening. And all 
marvelled at his intellect. 

His mother saw him, and said, What hast thou done 
with us? Thy father and I have been worrying and 
looking for thee. 

And he said to them, Where did you look for me? 
Do you not know that the son must be looked for in ‘the 
house of his father ? 

And they did not understand his words. They did 
not understand that he, knowing that he had no carnal 
father, regarded God as his Father. After that Jesus 
lived with his mother and obeyed her in everything, and 
he increased in stature and understanding, and was in 
favour with God and man. 

Thus he lived until he was thirty years of age. And 
all thought that Jesus was Joseph’s son. 

This is the way Jesus began to announce the good. 
The prophets had predicted that God was to come into 
the world. Prophet Malachi had said, My messenger 
will come before me to prepare the way for me. 

Prophet Isaiah had said, A voice is calling to you: Pre- 
pare the way for the Lord in the wilderness, make his 
path even; let there be no hollows, nor mounds, nothing 
high, and nothing low. Then God will be among you 
and all will find their salvation. 

In accordance with these words of the prophets, a new 
prophet, John, made his appearance in the time of Jesus 
Christ. John dwelt in the prairie of Judea on the Jordan. 
His raiment was of camel’s hair, girded with a leathern 
girdle, and he fed on tree bark and on herbs. He called 
the people to a new life. And they confessed their errors 
to him, and he bathed them in the Jordan as a sign that 
their errors were corrected. He said to ali, If you have 
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observed that you shall not escape the will of God, be 
renovated. And if you wish to be renovated let it be 
seen from your works that you have changed. John 
said, Heretofore the prophets have said that God will 
come. I say to you that God has already come. He 
said, I purify you with water, but after me the one who 
is mightier than I will purify you with the spirit. When 
he comes he will purify you, as the master cleans his 
threshing-floor: the wheat he will gather, but the chaff 
he will burn. If a tree does not bring forth good fruit, it 
is cut down and burnt up. And the axe is already laid 
upon the root of the tree. 

And the people asked him, What shall we do? He 
answered, He that has two coats, let him give one to him 
who has none; and he who has food, let him give it to 
him who has none. 

Farmers of taxes came to him, and asked him, What 
shall we do? He said, Exact no more than is your right. 

And the soldiers asked, What shall we do? He said, 
Offend no one. Do not cheat. Be satisfied with what is 
given you. 

And many other things he proclaimed to the people 
about what is the present good. 

Jesus was then thirty years old. He came to the 
Jordan to John, and heard his preaching about God’s 
coming, about the necessity of being renovated, about 
people being purified by water, and about their future 
purification by the spirit, when God would come. Jesus 
did not know his carnal father and regarded God as his 
Father. He believed in John’s preaching, and said to 
himself, If it is true that God is my Father, and Iam a 
son of God, and if what John says is true, I need only to 
purify myself by the spirit that God may come to me. 

And Jesus went into the wilderness to test the truth of 
his being a son of God, and of God’s coming to him. He 
went into the wilderness and there lived for a long time 
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without food and drink, and finally grew thin. And then 
doubt came over him, and he said to himself, Thou sayest 
that thou art a spirit, a son of God, and that God will 
come to thee, and yet thou art tormented because thou 
hast no bread, and God does not come to thee: conse- 
quently thou art no spirit, no son of God. But he said 
to himself, My flesh craves for bread, but not bread is 
needed for life: man lives not by bread, but by the spirit, 
by what is from God. 

But hunger kept tormenting him. And he was over- 
come by another doubt, and he said to himself, Thou say- 
est that thou art a son of God, and that God will come to 
thee, and yet thou sufferest and canst not make an end 
to thy sufferings. And he imagined that he was stand- 
ing on a roof of the temple, and the thought occurred to 
him, If I am a spirit, a son of God, I shall not be killed 
if I cast myself down from the temple, but an invisible 
power will preserve and sustain me, and will free me 
from all evil. Why should J not cast myself down, so 
’ as to cease suffering hunger ?° 
. But he said to himself, Why should I tempt God 
whether he is with me or not? If I tempt him, I do 
not believe in him and he is not with me. God the 
spirit gives me life, and so in life the spirit is always 
within me. And I cannot tempt him. I may stop eat- 
ing, but I cannot kill myself, because I feel the spirit 
within me. But hunger continued to torment him. 
And it occurred to him, If I must not tempt God by 
casting myself down from the temple, I must not tempt 
him by starving when I want to eat. I must not deprive 
myself of all the appetites of the flesh. They are given 
to all men. And he imagined he saw all the kingdoms 
of earth and all men, as they lived and worked for the 
flesh, expecting a reward from it. And he thought, They 
work for the flesh, and the flesh gives them all which 
they have. If I shall work for it, the same will happen 
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with me. But he said to himself, My God is not flesh, 
but spirit; by him I live, him I know always, him alone 
I worship, for him alone I work, and from him I expect 
my reward. 

Then the temptation left him, and the spirit renovated 
him, and he knew that God had come to him and was 
always in him, and, having learned that, he returned to 
Galilee in the strength of the spirit. From that time on, 
having learned the power of the spirit, he began to 
announce the presence of God. He said, The time has 
come, renovate yourselves, believe in the announcement of 
‘the good. 

From the wilderness Jesus went to John, and was with 
him. 

When Jesus went away from John, John said of him, 
He is the true son of God (the chosen one). Two of 
John’s disciples, hearing these words, left their old teacher 
and followed Jesus. Jesus saw that they were walking 
behind him, and so he stopped, and said, What do you 
want ? 

Teacher, we wish to be with thee and to learn thy 
teaching. He said, Come with me, and I will tell you 
everything. They went with him, and remained with 
him the whole day, staying until the tenth hour. 

One of these disciples was called Andrew. And An- 
drew had a brother Simon. Having listened to Jesus, 
Andrew went to his brother Simon, and said to him, We 
have found the chosen one of God. Andrew took Simon 
with him, and brought him to Jesus. This brother of 
Andrew Jesus called Peter, which means a stone. And 
these two brothers became the disciples of Jesus. 

And Jesus walked on with his two disciples. After 
they had gone a distance, Jesus saw some fishermen in a 
ship. Those were Zebedee the father with hired servants 
and with two sons, James aud John. They were sitting 
and mending their nets. Jesus began to speak with 
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James and with John, and James and John left their 
father with the hired servants in the ship and went with 
Jesus and became his disciples. 

Later, just before entering Galilee, Jesus met Philip, 
and he called him. Philip was of Bethsaida, of the same 
village with Peter and Andrew. When Philip recognized 
Jesus, he went to find his brother Nathanael, to whom he 
said, We have found the chosen one of God, of whom 
Moses has written, He is Jesus, the son of Joseph, of 
Nazareth. Nathanael was surprised to hear that the 
chosen one was from a neighbouring village, and he said, 
Brother, it is queer that a messenger of God should come 
from Nazareth. Philip said, Come with me to him, and 
thou shalt see and hear for thyself. Nathanael agreed to 
it and went with his brother and met Jesus. When he 
heard him, he said to him, Yes, now I see that it is true 
that thou art the son of God and the King of Israel. 

Jesus said to him, Thou wilt learn what is more im- 
portant than this. Thou wilt learn that the kingdom of 
God has come, and so [ tell you truly that the divine 
power will descend to all men, and from them will 
emanate the divine power. From now on God will no 
longer be separate from men, but men will blend with 
God. 

And from the wilderness Jesus went to his home in 
Nazareth. And on a holiday he went, as usual, into an 
assembly and began to read. And they gave him the 
book of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled it and began to 
read. In the book it was written, The spirit of the Lord 
is in me: he has chosen me to announce the good to the 
unfortunate and the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom, 
light to the blind, and salvation and rest to the weary, to 
announce to all the time of the salvation, of God’s mercy. 
He closed the book and gave it to the servant, and sat 
down, and all waited to hear what he would say. And he 
said, Now is the Scripture fulfilled in your eyes, God is 
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in the world. The kingdom of God has come, and all the 
unfortunate, the broken-hearted, the blind, the weary, — 
all shall receive salvation. 

And many wondered at the goodness of his speech. 
And some said, But he is a carpenter and the son of a 
carpenter. And his mother is called Mariam, and his — 
brothers, James, Simon, Judas, and Joses, and we know 
them all: they are as poor as we are. And he said to 
them, No doubt you think that because I say that there 
are no longer any unfortunate and weary, and I have a 
poor father and mother and brothers, I am telling an 
untruth, and that I ought to make them happy. If you 
think so, you do not understand what I am saying. And 
thus, a prophet is never understood in his own country. 

And Jesus went to Capernaum, and on a Sabbath 
entered an assembly and began to teach. And all the 
people marvelled at his teaching, because his teaching was 
quite different from the teaching of the scribes. The 
scribes taught the law, which must be obeyed, and Jesus 
taught that all men were free. 


CHAPTER II. 


GENERAL REMARK. THE NEW WORSHIP IN THE SPIRIT 
BY WORKS. THE REJECTION OF THE JEWISH GOD 


THIS second chapter contains a negative definition of 
God. John said, When you are purified by the spirit, 
God will be in the world. Jesus went into the wilder- 
ness, recognized the power of the spirit, returned to the 
world, and announced that God was in the world and his 
kingdom had come. 

The meaning of the kingdom of God in the world 
Jesus expressed with the words of the prophet Isaiah. 
The kingdom of God is happiness for the unfortunate, 
salvation for the sufferers, light for the blind, freedom for 
those who are not free. Jesus told his disciples that the 
kingdom of God consisted in this, that henceforth God 
would no longer be that inaccessible God that he had 
been heretofore, but: that he would be in the world and in 
communion with men; if God is in the world and in com- 
munion with men, what kind of a God is he? Is he God 
the Creator who sits in heaven, who had appeared to the 
patriarchs, and who had given the law to Moses, the 
revengeful, cruel, and terrible God whom men knew and 
worshipped, or another God ? 

In this chapter Jesus defines what God is not. In order 
that this may become clear, it is necessary to reéstablish 
the real significance of the discourses of Jesus Christ, a 
significance which all the churches have carefully obscured. 
The significance of the words and actions of Jesus Christ, 


as adduced in this chapter, is this, that Jesus Christ 
107 
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denies the whole, absolutely the whole Jewish faith. In 
reality this is so clear and unquestionable that one feels 
ashamed to have to prove it. It was necessary for our 
churches to succumb to that terrible historical fate, which 
contrary to common sense compelled them to combine into 
one the non-harmonizing, absolutely opposed teachings, 
the Christian and the Jewish, to permit them to affirm 
such an absurdity and to conceal what is manifest. 

It is enough, not to read through, but only to run 
through the Pentateuch, in which all the actions of man 
are determined in tens of thousands of most varied cir- 
cumstances, down to the minutest details, in order to see 
clearly that with such a detailed, petty definition of man’s 
actions there can be no place for any continuation or 
completion of the teaching of the law, as the churches 
assert. There might be room left for some new law, if 
it were said that all the laws were human. But no, it 
says clearly and definitely that all this, as to how and 
when to cut off, or not to cut off, pimples of the extreme 
flesh, as to how and when to kill all the women and chil- 
dren, as to what people are to be reimbursed, and in what 
manner, for an ox accidentally killed, it says clearly that 
all these are the words of God himself. How can such 
a law be enlarged? Such a law can be enlarged only by 
new details about pimples of the extreme flesh, about who 
else may be killed, and so forth. But, by accepting this 
law as inspired by God, it is by that very fact impossible 
to preach the doctrine of Christ, or even any other teach- 
ing, however insignificant it may be. Everything is deter- 
mined, and there is nothing to preach about. 

For the first word of any sermon with the Pentateuch 
in view, it is necessary to destroy the Pentateuch, the law 
of the Pentateuch. And yet the church had to convince 
itself and others that the Pentateuch and the Gospel were 
both from God. What, then, could it do but close its 
eyes to what was manifest and strain all the powers of 
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the glibness of mind in order to unite what cannot be 
united? That was done in consequence of Paul’s false 
teaching, which preceded the knowledge of Christ’s teach- 
ing, and by which the ill-understood teaching of Christ 
was represented as a continuation of the teaching of the 
Jews. But when this took place and the problem was 
no longer in the comprehension of the meaning of Christ’s 
teaching, but in uniting what cannot be united, there 
was nothing left to do but look for subterfuges and utter 
those misty, incoherent, flowery discourses, such as Paul’s 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and all that rigmarole of the same 
character which for eighteen hundred years has been 
preached by the so-called fathers of the church and the 
theologians. Indeed, we may as well imagine that men 
have proposed to themselves to harmonize Volume X. of 
the Code of laws and the works, say, of Proudhon, regard- 
ing both works as true to the very last line. I have 
selected Volume X. and Proudhon, but these works can 
much more easily be harmonized than the Pentateuch and 
the Gospel. Indeed, let us take anything we please: 

In the Gospel we are prohibited not only from killing 
any one but even from bearing any one any ill-will; in the 
Pentateuch: Kill, kill, kill women, children, and cattle. 

In the Gospel wealth is an evil; in the Pentateuch it is 
the highest good and a reward. 

In the Gospel bodily purity consists in having but one 
wife ; in the Pentateuch, Take as many wives as you please. 

In the Gospel all men are brothers; in the Pentateuch, 
all are enemies, except the Jews. 

In the Gospel there is no external divine worship; in 
the Pentateuch, the greater half of the books defines the 
details of the external ministration of God. 

And this teaching of the Gospel, we are assured, is an 
enlargement and continuation of the Pentateuch. 

In another place we shall speak of the lie and the 
inevitably false comprehension of Christ’s teaching, which 
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result from this absurd assertion in regard to other pas- 
sages of the Gospel; now we are concerned with the 
external divine worship, against which Jesus contended. 

According to the interpretations of the church all those 
passages which are put down in Chapter II., the rejection 
of the ablutions, of the non-communion with those who 
are not cleansed, of everything considered impure, the 
rejection of the fasts, the rejection of the most important 
covenant of the Jews with God, of the Sabbath, the rejec- 
tion of all sacrifices, of the necessity of the hand-worked 
temple, the rejection even of the city most precious to 
the Jews, of Jerusalem, and finally the rejection of God 
himself as something external, and the recognition of 
God as a spirit, who must be served in the spirit, —all 
that, according to the interpretations of the church is 
some unnecessary, superfluous finesses invented by some 
Pharisees. 

In the first place, if all that is merely a verbal contest 
with the Pharisees, it is superfluous; in the second, to 
every man who knows how to read and who reads the 
Pentateuch, and who can reason with his own mind, 
the assertion that Jesus contended with the Pharisees, 
and not with the law of Moses, becomes obviously false. 

Jesus was contending against all the laws of the 
Pentateuch, with the exception, of course, of some 
truths, which could not help but be in that mass of 
monstrous and absurd things. Thus he understood the 
command to love one’s father and mother, and one’s 
neighbours. But the fact that the Pentateuch contained 
two or three sentences which Jesus could accept does 
not prove that he enlarged and continued it, just as 
nothing is proved by the fact that a man, in contend- 
ing with another, uses a few of his antagonist’s words 
in order to confirm his proofs. Jesus did not contend 
with the Pharisees, but with the whole law, and in his 
rejections of the external divine worship he took up 
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everything which formed a dogma of faith of the exter- 
nal divine worship for every adult Jew. 

This is the way the divine worship of the Jews was 
defined according to Deuteronomy : 


On Purification. Lev. xvit. 7. And they shall no more offer 
their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring: 
This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their 
generations. 

8. And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be 
of the house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among 
you, that offereth a burnt-offering or sacrifice, 

9. And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, to offer it unto the Lord; even that man shall be 
cut off from among his people. 

Num. «iz. 13. Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man 
that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle 
of the Lerd ; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel : because 
the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be 
unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him. 

14. This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that 
come into the tent, and all Ppt is in the tent shall be unclean 
seven days. 

15. And every open Soe which hath no covering bound upon 
it, is unclean. 

16. And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with the sword 
in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, 
shall be unclean seven days. 

17. And for an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of 
the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall 
be put thereto in a vessel : 

18. And a clean jperson shall take hyssop, and dip it in the 
water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, 
and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched 
a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave: 

19. And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on 
the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day 
he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself 
in water, and shall be clean at even. 

20. But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify 
himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation, 
because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the Lord: the water of 
separation hath not been sprinkled upon him ; he is unclean, 
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21. And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that he 
that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash his clothes ; 
and he that toucheth the water of separation shall be unclean 
until even. 

22. And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be un: 
clean ; and the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean until even. 

On Fasting. Lev. xvi. 29. And this shall be a statute for 
ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of 
the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, 
whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that 
sojourneth among you: 

Lev. wziii. 27. Also on the tenth day of this seventh month 
there shall be a day of atonement; it shall be an holy convoca- 
tion unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer au offering 
made by fire unto the Lord. 

On the Sabbath. Exod. xxxi. 13. Speak thou also unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: 
for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations ; 
that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. 


It is not worth while to quote passages in reference to 
the sacrifices, since a good part of the Pentateuch is filled 
with definite decrees by God himself as to what kind of 
sacrifices are to be brought to him. 

The same may be said about Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
is a city of God. God lives there. That God is not 
a spirit, but an external being with arms, eyes, and legs, 
is to be seen from all passages where only God is men- 
tioned. And so, rejecting the purification, and the fasts, 
and the Sabbath, and the sacrifices, and the temple, and 
the carnal God, Jesus did not continue the faith of Moses, 
but denied everything to the root. 


THE ABOLITION OF THE LAW OF THE SABBATH 


DTuke vi. 1. And it 


1. "Eyévero 8¢ év caB- 
came to pass on the 


1. He happened on a 
Sabbath to cross the 


Barw devrepor pry dia- 
mopever Bat adroy did TOY 
oropluwy Kat &riddov 
of padnrai ad’rod rods 
oraxuas, Kal HoOiov, pu- 
xovres Tals xepol. 


second sabbath after the 
first, that he went 
through the corn fields; 
and his disciples plucked 
the ears of corn, and did 
eat, rubbing them in 
their hands. 


corn fields; and his dis- 
ciples plucked the ears 
of corn and rubbed them 
in their hands and ate 
them, 
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2. Tuves 6¢ rOv api- 2. And certain of the 2. And a few of the 
solo elnov arate, i Fuster, Sut Unee Ounedry, sy that and 
moire 0 OUvK eeore which is not lawful to you do that which ought 
mov év Tors céBBac.; Go on the sabbath days? not to be done on a Sab- 

bath ? 

(a) The word Pharisee I translate by Orthodox, because 
from aJl investigations it appears that it means precisely 
the same as Orthodox. It comes from the Hebrew 
parash, and means interpreter éEnyérns Tod vopou Kat’ 
efoynv, which the Pharisees claimed to be, according 
to Josephus, cr in the sense of parush, that is, he who 
separates himself from the crowd of unbelievers, and 
considers himself right, that is, Orthodox. The peculi- 
arity of the Pharisees (according to all investigations, 
which agree among themselves) consisted in the fol- 
lowing : 

(1) Besides the Holy Scripture they recognized also the 
oral tradition, 7apadokw holy tradition, which demanded 
certain external rites, which they regarded as peculiarly 
important. 

(2) They interpreted Holy Scripture literally, and re- 
garded the fulfilment of the ceremonial as more important 
than the fulfilment of the moral law. 

(3) They recognized the dependence of man on God, 
which, however, did not entirely exclude the freedom of 
the will. What, then, are they if not the same as our 
Orthodox? Of course, they were not exactly our Ortho- 
dox, but they occupied precisely the same place as our 
Orthodox. 

Luke vi. 3,4; Matt. xii. 5. These verses contain proofs 
of how David ate the shewbreads, and of how the priests 
defiled the Sabbath. These proofs were conclusive only 
for the Jews; for us they are the more superfluous since 
the last proof that God rejoices in love, and not in the 
sacrifices, excludes the necessity of the previous proofs. 
Of these verses the only important part is Christ’s answer, 
which refers to us. 


114 
6. Aéyw 6@ dptv, ore 
Tod tepod pelfwy éorly 
Ode. 
7. El dé éyvaéxere rl 
éoruv, *’EXeov Oé\w Kal 


2 x 
od Ovclav, ovK av KaTe- 
ducdoare Tovs avavTlous. 


27. Kal édeyev avrois, 
To odBBatov dia Tov 
dvOpwrov éyévero, odx 6 
dvOpwros bua TO od B- 
Barov. 

28. “Qore ktpibs éoruv 
6 vids ToD dvOpwrov Kal 


Matt. xii. 6. But lsay 
unto you, That in this 
place is one greater than 
the temple. 

7. Butif ye had known 
what this meaneth, I 
will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not 


have condemned the 
guiltless. 
Mark w%. 27, And he 


said unto them, The sab- 
bath was made for man, 
and not man for the sab- 
bath: 


28. Therefore the Son 
of man? is Lord also of 
the sabbath. 
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6. I tell you, Here is 
something which is 
more important than ex- 
ternal holiness. 

7. If you knew what it 
means, I will have love 
for men, and not sacri- 
fices, you would not be 
condemning the inno- 
cent. 

27. And Ae said to 
them, The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath. 


28. Therefore man is 
lord of the Sabbath. 


Tov caBBarov. 


(a) The words 6tt Tob fepod" weiSwv eotiv Ode I translate 
by, Here is something which is more important than ex- 
ternal holiness, because ‘epov designates the abode of God 
upon earth, the holiness. Nothing was said here about a 
temple, and so these words refer in general to external 
holiness. 

(6) The son of man can here in no way be taken in the 
sense of a divinity, for it was said that the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath, and so the 
conclusion can in no way refer to the new person, the son 
of man, to God. The son of man has here the same mean- 
ing as everywhere else, the meaning of man in general. 

This whole discourse, which had an enormous impor- 
tance when it was uttered, has also an enormous importance 
for us, if we wish to understand the teaching of Jesus. In 
consequence of the false representation of the interpreters 
that Jesus only continued the law of Moses, nothing is 
left of the discourse but a useless contention with some 
Pharisees. 

For an unbiassed reader this passage has an enormous 
meaning, which is, that Jesus at his first conflict with the 
law of the external divine worship with all his might 
radically rejects it. The Sabbath is the chief covenant of 
God with his people. The non-observance of the Sabbath 
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is punished by death. The Sabbath has been observed 
and still is observed, and half of the Talmud treats of it. 
The observance of the Sabbath is for the Jews what com- 
munion is for the Christians. Just as he who does not go 
to communion is not an Orthodox or a Catholic, so he who 
does not observe the Sabbath is not a Jew. ‘To defile the 
Sabbath and to defile the communion are equally terrible. 

And here Jesus says that this Sabbath is meaningless, 
a human invention ; that man is more important than all 
external holiness; that, in order to understand that, it is 
necessary to understand what is meant by the words, I 
will have mercy, and not sacrifices; and that it is not 
necessary to observe the Sabbath, that is, that external 
divine worship which is regarded as most important. 
And this meaning is concealed by the interpreters. They 
say : 


Moses commanded men to work on six days of the week, and 
forbade men on the seventh day (the Sabbath) to perform the 
customary work of every-day life, except what was most neces- 
sary (Exod. xx. 10; xxxv.2, 3; Num. xv. 32-36). The tradi- 
tions of the elders still more increased the severity of the Sabbath 
rest, so that even good works, works of godliness, were at times 
prohibited on the Sabbath. However, the Pharisees, who looked 
unfavourably on the Saviour, seem to have exaggerated the 
severity of the demands of the Sabbath rest toward him and his 
disciples; in respect to themselves and others they were, no 
doubt, more condescending. The plucking of the ears of corn 
by the disciples of Jesus, even in order to satisfy their hunger, 
consequently from necessity, they regarded as a violation of the 
Sabbath rest, as a defilement of the Sabbath, and they did not 
miss the opportunity of directing the Lord’s attention to it, and 
of rebuking him for allowing his disciples to commit that which 
to them was such an obvious violation of the laws of the Sabbath, 
which was so offensive to others (Archim. Mikh., Gospel of 
Matthew, pp. 206 and 207). 


Thus has the meaning of the passage been stealthily 
concealed. Nor could they help doing otherwise, for 
thieves give themselves away. 
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The words against the Sabbath refer only to the exter- 
pal divine worship, which was established by the church. 
But there are left the words, In this place is that which is 
greater than the temple. The church mutilates the text 
and says one, but that one still means man, as is evident 
from the meaning of what follows. But the commentators 
assure us that Jesus is speaking of himself as of God. 


In this place is one greater than the temple: By these words the 
Lord speaks metaphorically of the grandeur of his person, as 
the Lord of his temple. The temple with all its arrangement, 
rites, ceremonies, sacrifices, was only an image of truth, but Christ 
is the truth itself, and so greater than the temple, as much as 
the truth is greater than an image. Thus, if the priests of the 
temple, the servants of the image, are permitted on a Sabbath 
day to perform their duties, and they are not to blame for violat-- 
ing in this manner the Sabbath rest as prescribed by the law, 
then how much less are to blame for the violation of the 
Sabbath the servants of that very truth which has the power 
to abolish the laws about the Sabbath, when they, those servants 
of truth, from necessity pluck the ears on the Sabbath day, in 
order to appease their hunger, and eat them for the glory of God. 
(Jd. p. 209.) 


The meaning of the interpretation is that Jesus himself 
is a temple, and so his disciples may eat on the Sabbath. 
And such corrupt interpretations take the place of the 
profound and clear meaning of Christ’s words. 


But if ye had known, etc.: Having thus justified the action of 
his disciples by pointing to examples, the Saviour now discloses 
to the Pharisees that the source from which flowed their incor- 
rect condemnation of his disciples is the non-comprehension of 
the character of the false prescriptions in their relation to the 
higher moral demands. They, the Pharisees, lack the merciful 
and compassionate love of their neighbours, such as, for example, 
God demands through his prophet Hosea (vi. 6); their whole 
attention is directed only to sacrifices, rites, ceremonies, and 
customs of tradition, which for them conceal the source of the 
pure love. If they understood that the compassionate love for 
the hungry man is higher than all tradition and ritualistic 
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customs, even higher than sacrifices, they would not condemn 
the innocent, who to appease their hunger pluck some ears of 
corn. 

Lord also of the sabbath: He who is higher than the temple is 
also higher than all law, which is centred on and in the temple, 
higher, also, than all statutes in regard to the Sabbath, is the 
Lord of the Sabbath itself. He who is to abolish the Sabbath of 
the Old Testament can even now command his disciples to 
renounce the protection of the Old Testament: “for the time 
has arrived for them to learn everything through most exalted 
subjects, and no longer is he to be bound by the law, who, 
having freed himself from malice, is tending toward all which 
is good.” (Chrys.) (Jd. pp. 209 and 210.) 


It turns out that the fact that the son of man is the 
lord of the Sabbath, and that the Sabbath is made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath, as is said in Mark, 
—that the whole utterance is abolished and that the 
Sabbath is done away with, not by man, but by God. 


Luke xiii. 10. And he 10. Jesus happened to 


10. *Hy 6&8 dddoKwy 


év mud TOY cUVAywy av 
év Tots odBBace: 

11. Kal i600, yurn jv 
veda €xovon doGevelas 
érn déxe xal oxTo, Kal 
hv ovyKirrovea, Kal uy 
duvapévn dvaxdpar els 
70 mayTenés. 

12, ’Iddy 6€ atdrny 6 
"Incots mpocepdrnce, 
kal eimev adtn, Tdva, 


dmohé\voal THS dobe- 
velas gov. 

18. Kal  éré@nxev 
ait Tas xelpas: Kal 
Tapaxphua  dvwpbh0n, 


Kal éddgate Tov Oedr. 

14, ’Aroxpifels dé 0 
dpxXlouraywyos, aya- 
vaxt av bre TS caBBarw 
eepdrevoev 6 ‘Inoois, 
Zreye 1@ Sxrw, “EE 
ayugpar eloly, év als det 


was teaching in one of 
the synagogues on the 
sabbath. 

11. And, behold, there 
was a woman which had 
a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years, and was 
bowed together, and 
could in no wise lift up 
herself. 


12, And when Jesus 
saw her, he called her to 
him, and said unto her, 
Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity. 


13. And he laid his 
hands on her: and im- 
mediately she was made 
straight, and glorified 
God. 


14. And the ruler of 
the synagogue answered 
with indignation, be- 
cause that Jesus had 
healed on the sabbath 
day, and said unto the 
people, There are six 
days in which men 


be teaching in one of 
the assemblies, and it 
was a Sabbath, 

11, And a woman was 
there, and a spirit of 
infirmity had been in 
her for eighteen years. 


12. Jesus saw her, and 
called her, and said 
Woman, thou art freed 
from thy infirmity. 


14, The elder of the 
assembly grew angry 
because Jesus was prac- 
tising on the Sabbath, 
and said to the people, 
There are six days in 
the week to work in, so 
practise in those six 
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épydferbar: év Tatras 
oty épxduevor Oepareve- 
oe, kal wh TH Tepe 
Tod caBBarov. 

3. Kal daoxpibels 0 
*Inoots eire mpds Tovds 
vourkod’s Kal Papicalovs, 
Aéywr, El eects To 
caBBarw Oepareverv ; 

4. Oi 6é jnovyacav. 


> 
15. “Amexpi0n  obv 
7 ita BS y 
aitw 6 Kupus, Kal 
eimev, ‘“Lroxpita, é&xa- 


oros Wudy TH caBBdrw 
od NUeL TOY Body adTod 


Tov bvov ard THs 
parrvns, Kal dmayayov 
mor leet. 


16. Tatrny dé, duya- 
tépa ABpadu otcav, jv 
ednoev 6 LDaravas, (6ov, 
déxa Kal dxrm ern, ovK 
ede AvOAvac dd Tod 
decuod TovTov TH imepa 
Tov caBBarov ; 

6. Kal ovx itcyvoay 


3 2 As “~ 
avramoKplojnvat auT@ 
mpos TAUTa. 

5. Kal  dmoxpibels 


mpos avrovs etme, Tlvos 
budy dvos 4 Bods els 
ppéan eurecetrar, Kal 
otk ev0éws dvacrdce 
avtov év TH hueoa Tod 
ocaBBarov ; 

12. Ildcw ofv diapé- 
pet &vOpwros mpoBarou ; 
wore terri Tots ch BBace 
KaN@s mrovecy. 


ought to work: in them 
therefore come and be 
healed, and not on the 
sabbath day. 


Luke viv. 3. And 
Jesus answering spake 
unto the lawyers and 
Pharisees, saying, Is it 
lawful to heal on the 
sabbath day ? 


4. And they held their 


peace. 

Luke TOs Le 
Lord then answered 
him, and said, Thou 
hypocrite, doth not 
each one of you on the 
sabbath loose his ox or 
his ass from the stall, 
and lead him away to 
watering? 


xiit. 


16. And ought not 
this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eight- 
een years, be loosed 
from this bond on the 
sabbath day ? 


Luke xiv. 6, And they 
could not answer him 
again to these things. 


Luke xiv. 5. And an- 
Swered them, saying, 
Which of you shall have 
an ass or an ox fallen 
into a pit, and will not 
Straightway pull him 
out on the sabbath day ? 


Matt. xii. 12. How 
much then is a man 
better than a _ sheep? 
Wherefore it is lawful 
to do well on the sab- 
bath days. 
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days, and not on the 
Sabbath. 


3. And Jesus turned 
tothe learned Orthodox, 
and asked, Is it not law- 
ful to help people on the 
Sabbath? 


4. And they did not 
know what to say. 

15. And Jesus said to 
them, Hypocrites! Does 
not each one of you on 
the Sabbath untie his ox 
or his ass from the stall, 
and lead him away to be 
watered? 


16. Why, then, is this 
woman not to be 
helped? 


6. And they could not 
answer him this. 


5. And again he said, 
If a sheep of yours falls 
into a pit, will you not 
pull it out at once, even 
though it be a Sabbath? 


12, But aman is much 
better than a sheep. He 
said, For this reason, it 
is necessary to do well 
on the Sabbath. 


REMARK ON THE HEALING ON THE SABBATH 


If there could be any doubt as to what the foundation 


is on which Christ rejects the observance of the Sabbath 
this passage, it seems, would dispel it. 


’ 


Jesus rejects the 


Sabbath, that is, the external worship, not on the basis of 
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his supposed Godhead, but on the basis of common sense, 
of that same comprehension which has come to be the 
foundation of everything. He says, A sheep may be 
pulled out from a pit, and a man may not be helped, — 
that is stupid. Most important are man and good works. 
All external worship can only be in the way of the per- 
formance of the work of life, and so it is not only un- 
necessary, but even harmful. And so he takes that 
which is regarded as the most important of all the 
works of the divine worship, adduces an example when 
it is diametrically opposed to good works, and rejects it. 
What is there here that cannot be understood? But no, 
the church has its own interpretation. 


The Lord presents an objective rejection of the injustice of 
the imaginary tradition of the elders that it is not lawful to do 
even any works of mercy on the Sabbath. If somebody’s only 
sheep (an only sheep would be so much dearer to him than to 
a man who has a whole flock) should fall into a pit, and he 
should thus be subject to the danger of losing it, would he not 
make an effort to get it out from there? 

Of course he will pull it out, out of pity for the animal, and 
out of regard for his property. A man is more important than 
a sheep. If, then, you act with compassion on the Sabbath in 
relation to a speechless animal, you must act with so much more 
compassion and love in relation to man, the image and likeness 
of God, to man, for whose salvation and to give the everlasting 
life to whom the Saviour came. 

It is lawful to do well on the sabbath days: The Pharisees could 
not help knowing that, but such is the power of preconceived 
notions, habits, and traditions, that what is clearly conceived to 
be true in the abstract is frequently subject to blame in practice. 
The Lord reproves such inconsistency. (Jd. p. 211.) 


“The Lord reproves such inconsistency,” — very well. 
But this does not refer to the Sabbath in particular, but 
to the external divine worship, the strongest example of 
which was then represented by the Sabbath. Jesus could 
not then have spoken in advance of our churches, masses, 
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images, sacraments. These did not exist then, but of all 
of them he was speaking then. 

Is not the same Sabbath represented by the Sunday, 
by the expenditure for candles and for the pay of the 
popes, by those riches of the churches, those cares about 
the external worship, which always are diametrically 
opposed to works of love toward man for the simple rea- 
son that the works of the worship are never directed 
toward man, but toward something dead, while the work 
of love can be directed only toward man. In no way 
can it be said, as I am always told, that masses, com- 
munion, prayers, do not keep people from doing good to 
men. Of course they keep one from doing good, since 
they are directed toward something else than men. 

It must not be forgotten that the teaching of Jesus 
consists in directing every step toward doing good to men. 
How, then, can an activity which is directed away from 
men be useful for the fulfilment of this teaching? It is the 
same as though one were to assert that smoking a pipe is 
very useful for the ploughing of a field. It may be that it 
does not interfere with it much, and wastes little time, and 
even furnishes rest and pleasure, but this matter in itself 
does not help the ploughing of the field, and is opposed to it. 


THE CALLING OF MATTHEW 


9. Kal mapdywv 6 
"Inoots éxetOev, eldev 


&vOpwrov Kabhuevov él 
TO TeNdMOY, MarOaiov 
eyouevov, Kal Néyer 
avtw, “AxodovPer noc. 
kal dvacTas HKohovOnoev 
avr@. 

10. Kal éyévero av- 
Tov dvaxeyuévouv év TH 
olkia, kal idod, moddol 
TeAovar Kal dpapTwrol 
éMbvres cvvavéKevTo TH 
"Inood Kat rots wadnrats 
atrod: 


Matt. ix. 9. And as 
Jesus passed forth from 
thence, he saw a man, 
named Matthew, sitting 
at the receipt of custom: 
and he saith unto him, 
Follow me. And _ he 
arose, and followed him, 


10. And it came to 
pass, as Jesus sat at 
meat in the house, be- 
hold, many publicans 
and sinnerse came and 
sat down with him and 
his disciples. 


9. One time Jesus saw 
a man sitting on the 
road and _ collecting 
taxes. That man’s name 
was Matthew, and Jesus 
said to him, Follow me. 
And he got up, and fol- 
lowed him. 


10. And Matthew en- 
tertained Jesus. And 
it happened that when 
Jesus was sitting in his 
house, there came other 
farmers of taxes and 
those who had gone 
astray, and they sat with 
Jesus and his disciples. 
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(a) apaptarot those who are mistaken. 
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I translate it 


that way, and not sinners, because sinner has received a 
Here duwaptwrof has the meaning of 
men opposed to the Pharisees, that is, to the Orthodox, 


different meaning. 


who regarded themselves as in the right. 


And so I put 


down a word which corresponds to dmaptwdoé and is 
the opposite of Orthodox, namely, those who have gone 


astray. 


THE DESTRUCTION OF THE RITES 


11. Kat lédvres_ ot 
Papicato: efrov rots pa- 
Onrats abrov, Avarl mera 
TaY TedkwvoY Kal duap- 
Twroy écbier 0 diddcKa- 
Dos Uudv ; 

17. Kal dkotoas 6 
"Inoots Aéyer avrois, Ov 
xpelav Exovory of laoxv- 
ovres larpod, aX ol Ka- 
K@s €xovres, ovK HAOov 
kadéoat dcxaiovs, ad\NG 
apuapTwovdsels ueTavoray. 


13. ILlopevOévres dé ua-. 


Gere Th éortiv, *”EQeov 
Oé\w, Kal od Ouolayv:’ 

1. Kai = cuvayorrac 
mpos avrov of Papicator, 
kal Ties TOY Ypaupa- 
tréwy, édOdvres dd ‘Lepo- 
ToNUWY" 

2. Kal iddvres Tivas 
Tov uadyrayv avrovd Kol- 
vais xepol, Trotr éoruy 
dvimros, écOlovras dp- 
Tous, éuéuwavto: 

3. (Ol yap Papicator 
kal mdvres of ’Tovdator, 
éay wh mvyun vipwrrac 
Tas xEtpas, ovK écOlovc., 
KparovrTes Thy Tapd- 
doo. T&Y mpecBuTépwr- 

4. Kal dd dyopas, 
éay wh Bawrlowrrat, ovK 


Matt.ix. 11. And when 
the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto his disci- 
ples, Why eateth your 
master with publicans 
and sinners? 


Mark ti. 17. When 
Jesus heard it, he saith 
unto them, They that are 
whole have no need of 
the physician, but they 
that are sick: I came 
not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repent- 
ance.¢ 


Matt. ix. 13. But go 
ye and learn what that 
meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice. 

Mark vii. Then 
came together unto him 
the Pharisees, and cer- 
tain of the _ scribes, 
which came from Jeru- 
salem. 


2. And when they saw 
some of his disciples eat 
bread with defiled, that 
is tosay, with unwashen 
hands, they found fault. 


3. For the Pharisees, 
and all the Jews, except 
they wash their hands 
oft, eat not, holding the 
tradition of the elders. 


4. And when they 
come from the market, 
except they wash, they 


11. And the learned 
Orthodox saw it, and 
said to his disciples, Why 
does your teacher eat 
with farmers of taxes 
and with those who have 
gone astray? 


17. Jesus heard it, and 
said, Not those who are 
well, but those who are 
ill need a physician, I 
do not wish to call the 
Orthodox, but those who 
have gone astray to re- 
pentance. 


13. Go and learn what 
is meant by, I want love 
toward men, and not 
sacrifices. 

1. And there came to- 
gether at his house Or- 
thodox people, and some 
of them were learned, 
who came from Jerusa- 
lem. 


2. And when they saw 
his disciples eat bread 
with unclean, that is, 
with unwashed hands, 
they began to curse. 


3. For without wash- 
ing their hands they do 
not eat with the hands, 
holding the tradition of 
the elders. 


4. Nor do they eat 
when they come from 
the market, unless they 
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éxOlovor kal dda TOG 
éoTiv & mapédaBov Kpa- 
relv, PBamrTicpovs moTn- 
plwy Kal keor@v kal 
xarklwy Kal K\uv@y") 

5. "Erera érepwr@- 
ow adrov of Papiator 
Kal of ypauuarets, Avari 
ol uabnral cov ov Tept- 
TarTovol KaTa THY Tapa- 
Ooo. Tv mpecBuTépwv 
GAG avlrros xepolv 
écBlovor Tov dpToP ; 

6. ‘O dé dmoxpiBels 
elev adrots, “Ore kad@s 
apoephrevcev ‘Hoatas 
mepl tuav Tov vroKpl- 
TOY, ws ~yéypamrat, 
‘Obros 6 Nads Tots xel- 
Reol we Tysa, 7 OE Kapdla 
airy woppw améxer dw 
éuov. 

7. Marny dé céBovral 
be, OvddoKovTes didacKka- 
Alas, €vTaduaTa avOpw- 
muy.’ 

8. "Adévres yap Thy 
évrodnyv Tod Oeov, Kpa- 
TELTE THY Tapaddoo. TOv 
avOpwrwv, Bamricpovds 
teary Kal mornplwy, 
kal dd\Aa mapbuowa ToL- 
adra mod mrovetre. 

9. Kal édeyev adrois, 
Kan@s aderetre rh évro- 
Any Tod Ocot iva Thy 
Tapadoow wvuav Tnph- 
onrTe. 

10. Mwofjs yap eize, 
‘Tiua rov marépa cov 
kal Thy pntépa gov.’ 
cal, ‘‘O kaxodoy&v ma- 
Tépa H pntépa Bava 
TeheUT ATW’ 

11. ‘Ywets dé déyere, 
"Edy efry &vOpwros Te 
marpt 7% untpl, Kop- 
Bay, (5 ésrt, AGpov,) 
éav €& €uod wpednbjjs: 


eat not. And many other 
things there be, which 
they have received to 
hold, as the washing of 
cups, and pots, brazen 
vessels, and of tables. 


5. Then the Pharisees 
and scribes asked him, 
Why walk not thy disci- 
ples according to the 
tradition of the elders, 
but eat bread with un- 
washen hands? 


6. He answered and 
said unto them, Well 
hath Esaias prophesied 
of you hypocrites, as it 
is written, This people 
honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is 
far from me. 


7. Howbeit in vain do 
they worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the 
commandments of men 
(Isaiah xxix. 13). 

8. For laying aside the 
commandment of God, 
ye hold the tradition of 
men, as the washing of 
pots and cups: and many 
nas such like things ye 

0. 


9. And he said unto 
them, Full well ye reject 
the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep 
your own tradition. 


10. For Moses said, 
Honour thy father and 
thy mother; and, Whoso 
curseth father or moth- 
er, let him die the death: 


11. But ye say, If a 
man shall say to his 
father or mother, It is 
Corban, that is to say, a 
gift, by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by 
me; he shall be free, 
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wash their hands. And 
they keep many other 
commandments, such as 
the washing of dishes, 
pots, and pans. 


5. For that reason the 
learned Orthodox asked 
him, Why do not thy 
disciples hold to the tra- 
dition of the forefa- 
thers, but eat bread with 
unwashed hands? 


6. And he said to them 
in reply, Well has Isaiah 
said of you hypocrites, 
as it is written, These 
people honour me with 
their mouths, but their 
hearts are far from me. 


7. They worship me 
badly, teaching doc- 
trines and command- 
ments of men. 


8. You lay aside the 
commandment of God, 
and hold the enactments 


.of men, the washing of 


cups and glasses, and 
you do many other such 
things. 


9. And Jesus said to 
them, You have readily 
rejected the command- 
ment of God, that you 
may keep your own de- 
cree. 


10. Moses has told you 
Honour thy father and 
thy mother, and, Whoso 
curses father or mother, 
let him die. 


11. But you think that 
if a man says, Corban 
(which means,a gift to 
God), that by which thou 
mightest profit by me, 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


12. Kal ovxér: ddlere 
auroyv ovdéy rohan TH 
marpi avrod Ty pnyrpl 
avrod, 

13. ’Axkupofvres roy 
oyov Tov Geod TH Ta- 


paddce vudy 7 mape- 
Odkate: Kal mapdmuoa 


ToLavTa TWoAAa ToLEcTe. 

14. Kal mpocxarerd- 
Mevos mavTa Tov dxXor, 
Zdeyev avrots, “Axoveré 
pov mdvres, xal ouviere. 


15. Ovdév éoriy €Ewbev 
700 dvOpwmmou elatropevd- 
pevoyv els avrov, 6 dvva- 
Tat avTov Kowwdoa- 
GAG TA €Exrropevdueva 
dm adrod, éxeivd éort Ta 
KowvouUvTa Tov &vOpwror. 

16. Et rus éxea dra 
axovery, aKoveTw. 

17. Kal 6re elondOev 
els oikov amd TOU dxovu, 
éernpwetav avrov oi wabn- 
tal avrod wept THs Ta- 
paBor7js. 

18. Kal \éyer adrots, 
Otrw kal welts aovverol 
éoTe; ov voeire OTL Tay 
70 €éwbev eloropevduevov 
els Tov &vOpwrov ov dUva- 
TAL AUTOY KOLY@aAL ; 

19. “Ore ovk eiomopev- 
erat avrov els THY Kap- 
Slav, aN els THY Kol- 
Mav: Kal els Tov ade- 
Opava éxrropeverat, Kaba- 
plfov ravTa Ta Bpwuara. 
20. "Edeye 62, “Ore 
70 éx Tod dvOpwrov éxro- 
pevopuevorv, €xelvo Kotvot 
Tov dvOpwrrov. 

21. "Eowbev yap ékx 
THs Kapdlas TOY avOpa- 
mwv ot diaroyicpuol of 
Kakol éxmopevovTar [Mol- 
xXElar, mopvelat, Pbvor, 


12. And ye suffer him 
no more to do aught for 
his father or his mother; 


13. Making the word 
of God of none effect 
through your tradition, 
which ye have deliv- 
ered: and many such 
like things do ye. 


14. And when he had 
called all the people unto 
him, he said unto them, 
Hearken unto me every 
one of you, and under- 
stand: 

15. There is nothing 
from without a man, 
that entering into him 
can defile him: but the 
things which come out 
of him, those are they 
that defile the man. 


16. If any man have 
ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

17. And when he was 
entered into the house 
from the people, his dis- 
ciples asked him con- 
cerning the parable. 


18, And he saith unto 
them, Are ye so without 
understanding also? Do 
ye not perceive, that 
whatsoever thing from 
without entereth into 
the man, it cannot defile 
him; 

19. Because it enter- 
eth not into his heart, 
but into the belly, and 


goeth out into the 
draught, purging all 
meats? 


20. And he. said, That 
which cometh out of the 
man, that defileth the 
man. 


21. For from within, 
out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 
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12. Him you no longer 
permit to do anything 
for his father or mother. 


13. You destroy the 
word of God by that 
tradition of yours, 
which you have deliv- 
ered. And you do many 
such things. 


14. And he called to- 
gether all the people, 
and said, Listen to me 
every one of you, and 
understand. 


15. There is nothing 
which, entering man, 
can defile him; but what 
comes out of him will 
defile a man. 


16. If you have ears to 
hear, then understand! 


17. When he went 
away from the people 
into the house, the disci- 
ples asked him concern- 
ing the parable. 


18. And he said to 
them, Have you _ not 
understood it? Do you 
not know that nothing 
that enters man from 
without can defile him? 


19. Because it enters 
not his heart, but his 
belly, and goes out 
through the back, purg- 
ing all food. 


20. But that which 
comes out of man can- 
NYY help but defile him. 


21. For from the heart 
of men proceed evil 
thoughts, fornication, 
fechery, murders, 
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22. Knromral,  meo- 
ve&lar, movnplat, dddos, 
dcédyera, dpOadpos mro0- 
yypos, Bracpynula, vare- 
onpavla, apportyy. 

23. Ildvra ratra Ta 
movnpa eowlev éxmopev- 
eTat, Kal Kowvotd Tov dy- 
Opwirov. 


22. Thefts, covetous- 
ness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness: 


23. All these evil 
things come from with- 
in, and defile the man. 
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22. Stealing, 
ness, deception, impu- 
dence, envious’ eyes, 
calumny, pride, foolish- 
ness. 


selfish: 


23. All these evil 
things come from with- 
in, and defile the man. 


(a) Having rejected the chief expression of the divine 
worship of the Jews, the Sabbath, and having shown that 
it is inapplicable, Jesus shows that it is also harmful in 
that people who perform external rites by this very 


performance consider themselves to be right. 


But, in 


regarding themselves as being right, they no longer seek 


deliverance from error. 


And he repeats once more that 


definite sacrifices are not necessary, but what is necessary 


is love for man. 


THE DESTRUCTION OF THE EXTERNAL TEMPLE 


13. Kal éyyls Rv 7d 
maoxa Tov ITovdalwy, 
Kal avéBn eis ‘Lepooddupa 
6 Inaots. 

14. Kal eipev év r@ 


leo@ Tods mwdodvras 
Boas kal mpbBara Kal 
TepitTepas, Kal  Tovs 


KepuaricTas Kabnuévous. 

15. Kal rovjoas ppa- 
yor ék axorviwr, 
mavras €&éBadev €x Tod 
lepov, Ta Te mpbBara Kal 
Tovs Bdus. Kal T@v Kod- 
AuBior dv ekéxee 7d 
képua, kal Tas Tparétas 
avéorpeve: 

16. Kat rots ras repi- 
TTEpAS Mwdovay elmer, 
“Apate Tatra évretOev: 
Un mwoveire Tov oiKoy TOU 
mwarTpos ou otKov éwrro- 
ylov. 


John ti. 13. And the 
Jews’ passover was at 
hand, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem, 


14. And found in the 
temple those that sold 
oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the changers 
of money sitting: 


15. And when he had 
made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, and 
the sheep, and the oxen; 
and poured out the 
changers’ money, and 
overthrew the tables; 


16. And said unto them 
that sold doves,« Take 
these things hence; 
make not my Father’s 
“house a house of mer- 
chandise. 


13. And the Jewish 
passover was at hand, 
and Jesus went to Jeru- 
salem. 


14. And he saw them 
sell oxen, sheep, and 
doves in the temple, 
and the changers were 
sitting there and chang- 
ing money. 


15. And he plaited a 
whip out of ropes, and 
drove out of the temple 
the sheep and the oxen, 
and scattered the chan- 

ers’ money, and threw 

own the tables of the 
dove sellers. 


16. And he said, Take 
these things away from 
here, and do not imagine 
that a market can be 
a house of my Father 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


16. Kai ovx #guev iva 
Tis OvevéyKyn oKedos dud 
Tov iepov. 


17. Kal édl6acke, Xé- 
yor avrots, OU yéypar- 
Ta, ‘Ore 6 oikds jou 
olkos mpoceuxts KAnO}- 
oeT ai TAot TOLs COvecty;’ 
vets O€ errorjnoare avrov 
‘amndavov AnoT Oy.” 

18. ’ArexplOncoay cov 
oi “Tovdatoe Kat elroy 
ait@, TL onueiov de- 
Kydes Nutv, bre Tatra 
TOLELS 5 

19. ’AmexplOn 6 “In- 
gots kal eimev adrtots, 
Avoate Tov vady Totiroy, 
kal é€v Tpilvy juépars 
eyep® avrdv. 


(a) There ought to be a period after 
must be added xal eizev. 


Mork. .f1.. 16. And 
would not suffer that 
any man should carry 
any vessel through the 
temple. 

17. And he taught, 
saying unto them, Is it 
not written, My house 
shall be called of all 
nations the house of 
prayer? but ye have 
made? it a den of thieves 
(Isaiah lvi. 7).¢ 


John w%. 18. Then an- 
swered the Jews and 
said unto him, What 
sign¢ shewest thou unto 
us, seeing that thou 
doest these things ? 


19. Jesus 
and said unto them, 
Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will 
raisee it up. 


answered 


Otherwise 
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16. And he did not 
suffer any articles to be 
carried through the 
temple, 


17. And he instructed 
them, and said, Do you 
not know that it is writ- 
ten, My house shall be 
called a house of prayer 
forall nations? But you 
consider a den of robbers 
to be my house. 


18. And the Jews be- 
gan to speak, and they 
said to him, What right 
wilt thou show us for 
doing these things? 


19. And Jesus gaid to 
them, Destroy this tem- 
ple, and in three days f 
will resuscitate it, 


Todovet, aud then 
it is Incomprehen- 


sible why Jesus should say to the sellers of doves only, 
Take these things away. Evidently what he says has 
reference. to all those whom he is driving out, and to 
everything that he is overturning. 

(b) érroujoate has to be translated here not by do, but 
by “imagine, consider that a market can be the house of 
my Father.” It is difficult to think that Jesus should in 
the same discourse, in which he says that a temple is not 
necessary, call the temple the house of his Father. He 
says, A market is not called a house of God. 

(c) The words of the prophet Isaiah are used here in 
the same sense that the words to the Samaritan woman 
are used in the next chapter, Take all this away, for my 
house is not the one where sacrifices are brought, but the 
whole world, where men know the true God. The subse- 
quent passage from Jeremiah, And not a den of robbers, 
confirms this meaning. Here is the passage from Jere- 
miah (vii. 4-11): 
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4. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the 
Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are 
these. 

5. For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings ; 
if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his 
neighbour ; 

6. If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk 
after other gods to your hurt; : 

7. Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land 
that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

8. Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 

9. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear 
falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods 
whom ye know not; 

10. And come and stand before me in this house, which is 
called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these 
abominations ? 

11. Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den 
of robbers. 


(d) onpeior sign, symptom of justice. I translate it by 
right. 

(c) éyeipm never means, or can mean, to build, raise, but 
means to waken, and in this passage it means to waken as 
something living, and so it has to be translated by, “1 will 
resuscitate the living temple.” 


The significance of this verse is explained in verses 
21 and 22, where it is said that the temple means the 
body of Jesus Christ, and three days designate the time 
after which he shall rise from the dead. This explanation 
cannot satisfy me, who regard the resurrection as a most 
blasphemous invention, which lowered the teaching of 
Christ, of which mention will be made in its proper place. 
Jesus Christ could not have meant his resurrection in the 
body, for that would be a conception which destroys his 
whole teaching. This explanation has been invented 
later by those who believed or invented the story of the 
resurrection. But the words which gave rise to this 
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explanation were said, and evidently had a definite 
meaning. This explanation is very unsatisfactory. 

Why, speaking of his body, did Christ say a temple, 
and why did he speak of the resurrection after driving 
the sacrifices out of the temple? It is enough to for- 
get the false church explanation in order that the mean- 
ing of the words should become not only clear, but even 
necessary as an explanation of what precedes. Jesus 
Christ drives out of the temple everything which is 
needed for the bringing of sacrifices, consequently for 
prayer, in accordance with the conceptions of the Jews, 
and, recalling the words of Jeremiah, he says that it is 
necessary to do good, and not to gather in the temple for 
the purpose of offering sacrifices. Thereupon he speaks 
not conditionally, as Jesus’ words, Destroy the temple, are 
generally understood, but positively, I will make it alive, 
I will rear a new one. He quotes the words of Jeremiah, 
in which it is said that the house of God is the whole 
world of men, where all people recognize God, and not a 
den of robbers, and says, Destroy the temple, and I will 
make a new, a living temple for you, —I will show it to 
you and will teach you. And I will make this new 
temple quickly, because I do not have to build it with 
my hands. I will do in three days what you have made 
in forty-six years. 


John ii. 20, Then said 20. The Jews said, This 


20, Eizov ody of ’Tov- 


Gator, Tesocapdxovra Kal 
@ erecw wKodounbn 6 


vaos ovTos, Kal ov ép 
Tpioly nuépars éyepets 
avrév ; 


6. Aéyw dé buty, re 
Tod lepot pelfwv éoTly 
oe. 

7. El 6¢ éyvdxerre rl 
éoriv, ‘"EXeov Gédw kal 
ov buclav,’ ovk av KaTe- 
Oucdoare Tovs avaitiovs. 


the Jews, Forty and six 
years was this temple in 
building, and wilt thou 
rear it up inthree days ? 


Matt. xii. 6. ButIsay 
unto you, That in this 
place is one greater than 
the temple.¢ 

7. Butif ve had known 
what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy,? and not 
sacrifice, ye would not 
have condemned the 
guiltless. 


temple was_ forty-six 
years in building, and 
thou wilt resuscitate it 
in three days. 


6. And Jesus said to 
them, I tell you that 
more important than the 
temple is this, 

7. That you should 
understand what is 
meant by, I want com- 
passion toward men, and 
not church seryices, 
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(a) This verse, which is given in the chapter where the 
disciples are rebuked for plucking the ears of corn, 1s out 
of place there, since nothing is said there about the temple, 
but Jesus says, This is more important than the temple. 
In any case, the idea which is expressed in this verse and 
is repeated in Matt. ix. 13, answers directly the conten- 
tions of the: Jews and expresses Jesus’ view about the 


temple. 


(b) édeov sympathy. 


men. 


I translate it 


by compassion for 


After that follow verses 21 and 22 of Chapter II. of 
John, which contain the author’s imaginary explanation 


of these words. 


23. ‘Os dé av év ‘Tepo- 
corvmors Ev TH TATXA, EV 
TH €0pT?, moNdol éni- 
orevoay els TO byoua av- 
Tod, Oewpodyres avrot TA 
onpeta & érrole. 

24. Adrds dé 6 Incods 
ovK éwrlorevey éauTov av- 
Tots, Oud TO avTov yuvw- 
oKev TayTas: 

25. Kat 8rc od xpelav 
eixev iva Tis wapTupnocy 
mept Tov dvOpwrrov: av- 
Tos yap éyivwaoxe Th Fv 
ev TO avOpwrw. 

18. Kal jrovcay ol 
ypauuarets Kal of apx- 
lepe’s, Kal é€¢(ynrovy wos 
avroy amroNécovatv: édpo- 
Botvro yap avrov, bre 
mas 0 dxNos ckerAHooETO 
él Ty SLdaxy avrod. 


Johnii. 23. Now when 
he was in Jerusalem at 
the passover, in the feast 
day, many believed in 
his name, when they saw 
the miracles which he 
did. 


4. But Jesus did not 
commit himself unto 
them, because he knew 
all men.« 


25. And needed not 
that any should testify 
of man; for he knew 
what was in man. 


Mark xvi. 18. And the 
scribes and chief priests 
heard it, and sought how 
they might destroy him: 
for they feared him, be- 
cause all the people was 
astonished at his doc- 
trine. 


(a) In many texts it reads wapra. 


Here are the explanations of the 
expulsion from the temple. 


23. And when he was 
in Jerusalem at the pass- 
over, many believed in 
his teaching, compre- 
hending the proofs 
which he adduced. 


24. But Jesus himself 
did not commit himself 
to their faith, because 
he himself knew every- 
thing, 


25. And so he did not 
need to have any one 
point out about man to 
him; for he knew him- 
self what was in man. 


18. And the scribes 
and the elders of the 
priests heard it. And 
they sought how they 
might destroy him: for 
they feared him, because 
ali the people marvelled 
at his teaching. 


church about the 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 129 


And found in the temple: That is, in the courtyard of the 
temple, called the yard of the pagans, they sold, ete. 

A scourge of smali cords: A symbol of the Lord’s wrath against 
those who defile the sanctity of the temple, as also a symbol of the 
power of the Lord who is jealous of the purification of the house 
of his heavenly Father. 

Take these things hence, etc.: ‘The doves were in cages or 
baskets, and so the Lord, driving out the venders of animals with 
the latter, mentions especially that the venders should take them 
out. 

Make not my Father's house a house of merchandise: When the 
Lord left the temple the last time, he called it not the house of 
his Father, but your house (Matt. xxiii. 38), meaning by it that 
the temple was left desolate by God; but now Christ calls it 
still the temple of my heavenly Father, for there has not yet 
been manifested the opposition of its devotees to Christ and to 
God, and he is expecting the repentance of the people in the per- 
son of their representatives. 

A house of merchandise: A less strong expression than is used. 
at the second purification of the temple, when the Lord said that 
the Jews had made the house of prayer into a den of thieves 
(Matt. xxi. 13). The first expresses that into the holy ministra- 
tion of the church have entered highly impure worldly transac- 
tions, while the latter expresses a complete subversion of the 
character of the holy work, an iconoclastic fanaticism, to which 
the defilement of the whole worship had come and in which it 
found its expression. If one should ask how it happened that 
these venders submitted to the Lord’s will and words, so that at 
his command they left their trade and went out of the temple 
with all their objects of trade, we should remark: (1) that their 
conscience naturally told them that they were, indeed, not doing 
a good work in a holy place, and so, when the Lord forcibly re- 
minded them of it, their conscience spoke up more strongly still 
and caused them to carry out his command without gainsaying ; 
(2) the fame about Jesus of Nazareth as a prophet or unusual 
man had by that time well spread among the people; pilgrims 
from Galilee naturally brought news to Jerusalem about the 
miracles wrought by him in Galilee, about the event at the Lord’s 
baptism, and the testimonies of the prophet John in regard to 
him were, of course, fresh in the memory of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and its surroundings ; (3) in any case the Lord mani- 
fested here his divine power, which nothing could oppose in the 
present case. 

Then answered the Jews: Perhaps those were some of the 
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venders, who had been ordered to leave the temple with 
the objects of their trade; more probably still those were the 
chiefs of the temple: the priests and the elders, who felt them- 
selves offended in their power over the temple by such an unusual 
action of a Galilean who did not belong to it. With this action 
of his the Lord unquestionably appeared to them also in the 
capacity of a prophet, an extraordinary messenger of God; but 
those who were more reasonable among them could have guessed 
from the words of the Lord, who called the temple the house of 
his Father, that he was more than a prophet. Since Moses, 
Elijah, and other extraordinary messengers of God now and then 
proved their extraordinary mission by means of unusual deeds 
and miracles, the Jews who now surrounded the Lord demanded 
of him some unusual action, a miracle, as a proof of his having 
the right to order them about in the temple like a prophet, like 
a son of God. 

And said unto him: Assure us by some miracle that thou art 
the son of God, and that thou art sent by him, for how shali we 
know the Lord of this house is thy Father? (Theophil.) They 
overlooked the sign shown them in the very act of clearing the 
temple, as an unusual act which had a powerful effect upon 
those who defiled the holy place by commerce, and demanded of 
the Lord a miracle which would be more striking to them in their 
spiritual blindness. 

Destroy (the imperative has frequently the meaning of a 
future: ye shall destroy) this temple, etc.: The evangelist pro- 
ceeds to explain what is meant by this utterance of the Lord 
when he says that he spake of the temple of his body (v. 21); it 
means that he spoke of his violent death. The words which 
correspond to this, In three days I will raise it up, hint at his 
resurrection, three days after his death, precisely as his disciples 
interpreted it after his resurrection (v.22). Thus, in reply to 
the demand made by the Jews that he should work a miracle as 
a proof of his having the power to act so in the temple, he points 
to a very great miracle which bore testimony as to his being the 
Messiah, the miracle of his resurrection. Thus the Lord from 
the very beginning of his social service predicted his death and 
his resurrection. 

L will raise it up : With these words the Lord proves his divine 
almightiness, for not one man who dies can by his power and 
force raise his body froin the dead. He did not say, My Father 
will raise it, but, I will raise it, using my own power, without 
invoking any other power. (Theophil.) (Archim. Mikh. 
Gospel of John, pp. 72-75.) 5 
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This is what Reuss says (Reuss, La Bible, Now. Test., 
Vol. VI, pp. 187 and 138): 


En face des disciples qui croient se trouvent (ici pour la 
premiere fois) les Juifs qui doutent, qui ne comprennent point, 
qui refusent de croire. Loin d’étre convaincus par ce qu’ils 
viennent de voir, ils demandent un signe, c’est-a-dire un acte 
extraordinaire, un miracle, quelque chose enfin qui puisse provver 
que Jésus était autorisé a agir comme il l’a fait. Son procédé 
avait bien en quelque chose d’imposant, de messianique méme 
(Mal. iii. 1 suiv.), mais ils exigent une preuve plus palpable, 
une manifestation plus irrécusable. La réponse que Jésus leur 
fait a donné leu a des discussions fort animées parmi les com- 
mentateurs. D’aprés Vautenr lui-méme, voici ce qu’il a voulu 
dire: Tuez-moi, et en trois jours je reprendrai la vie. En d’au- 
tres termes: la résurrection de Jésus sera la preuve la plus écla- 
tante de sa dignité supérieure. Elle l’a été en effet, et toujours, 
dans Venseignement apostolique, au point de vue duquel ce dis- 
cours se comprend parfaitement (comp. Matth. xii. 40). Si l’on 
objecte que Jésus n’a pas pu parler ainsi en ce moment, ot. aucun 
danger ne le menagait ot aucun conflit sérieux ne s’était encore 
élevé entre lui et le parti pharisaique, on oublie complétement 
que dans notre livre il ne s’agit pas d’une évolution lente et suc- 
cessive des rapports ou des situations, mais que d’un bout & 
Vautre nous avons sous les yeux l’antagonisme du monde et de 
Christ, de la lumiére et des ténébres, et que Jésus n’est repré- 
senté nulle part comme ayant besoin d’apprendre peu a peu et 
par divers incidents qu’il a des adversaires, qu’il court des dan- 
gers, qw’il pourra éventuellement étre mis & mort. Au contraire, 
il connait dés le début tout ce qui arrivera, parce que cela ne 
dépend pas du caprice des hommes, mais de l’ordre providentiel 
établi d’avance. Ainsi rien n’est plus conforme a l’esprit de cet 
évangile que le discours mis ici dans sa bouche. Il y a plus; ce 
discours est trés-bien placé 1a ot nous le lisons. Les scénes rela- 
tives aux disciples sont terminées, action du révélateur sur le 
monde doit maintenant commencer; l’auteur indique ici d’avance 
quelles chances, pour un succés définitif, il a devant lui: le monde 
sera sollicité, mais non gagné; il sera vaincu, non par une sou- 
mission volontaire, mais par la condamnation qu’il se sera attirée. 
C’est le programme de l’histoire que nous allons lire. Ces réfle- 
xions écarteront aussi l’objection que les paroles de Jésus, telies 
qu’elles sont relatées et expliquées ici, n’auraient pu @tre com- 
prises par personne, par les disciples tout aussi peu que par les 
Juifs. A ce titre, on pourra faire ses réserves a Pégard de la 
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presque totalité des paroles mises dans la bouche du Seigneur 
dans tout le cours du livre, car & la fin les disciples n’en com- 
prennent pas plus qu’au commencement (chap. xiv. 9). Jésus 
parle et auteur écrit pour les intelligences chrétiennes, et pas 
le moins du monde pour la plébe juive qui l’entoure. Enfin il 
ne faut pas perdre de vue cette circonstance que l’auteur dit lui- 
méme que les Juifs se méprirent complétement sur le sens des 
paroles prononcées, en les appliquant au temple dont la construc- 
tion avait été commencée sous Hérode. Mais c’est un phénomene 
qui se reproduira désormais dans chaque scéne, nous aurions 
presque dit & chaque ligne. C’est l’expression vivante et concréte 
de ce fait fondamental de la théologie de notre évangile, que le 
monde est incapable de saisir le sens des révélations célestes qui 
lui sont faites (chap. iii. 12). 


Everything is talked about, even what the whip was 
made for, but not a word about what is the meaning of 
the whole passage, which is repeated in all four gospels. 
From the interpretations of all the churches it follows 
that the whole meaning of this passage lies in the double 
repetition by Christ of the police duty in regard to the 
cleanliness of the temple, and in the two verses (21 and 
22) which were said not by Christ, but by one of the 
writers of the gospels, the very verses which I omit. 
The meaning of it is that Christ will rise from the dead 
after three days. Very well, he rese from the dead and 
predicted his death. Was it really impossible to predict 
that more clearly and, above all, in a more appropriate 
place ? 

Something entirely different is meant. He came into 
the temple and threw out of it everything which was 
necessary for their prayers, just as a man would do who, 
going into our church, should throw out all the consecrated 
bread, the wine, the relics, the crosses, the corporals, and 
all those things which are considered necessary for the 
mass. He is asked what onpetov he will show of what 
he is doing. netov never and according to no diction- 
ary means miracle, but let us suppose that it does mean 
that. What, then, is the meaning of the question of the 
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Jews? The man throws everything out which is needed 
for the prayers, and they ask him, What miracle wilt 
thou show us that thou art doing all this? To say the 
least, such a question is unintelligible. The Jews can 
ask why he does that; they may ask what he will put 
in place of what he is destroying, or what right he has to 
do so. But why, instead of driving him out, do they ask 
him, Show us a miracle? Still more surprising is this, 
that to the request of the Jews to show them a miracle, 
he does not answer by, I will show you, or, I will not 
show you a miracle, but by, Abaudon this temple, I will 
make you a new, a living temple in three days. 
According to the interpretations of the church this 
means that the miracle which he will do he will perform 
after his death, a miracle which none of the Jews will 
believe in, even after his death. And these words of his 
convince all. And soon after, it says that his miracles, 
that is, what he promises to do after his death, convince 
all, and many people believe him. It is enough to take 
off the church spectacles in order to see that this is not 
mere talk, but the delirium of insane people. Jesus does 
a reckless thing, — he drives the cattle out of the temple. 
The Jews, instead of driving him out, for some reason say 
to him, Show us a miracle. He forgets that he for some 
reason has driven out everything necessary for the service, 
and says, I will show you a miracle when I am dead, and 
I will do that in such a way that you shall not see it, — 
and these words made all men believe in his teaching. 
And so the meaning of the whole passage is that Jesus 
shall rise from the dead in three days. And it is not 
Christ who says that, but the writer of the gospel, in 
parentheses. It is enough to keep the senses together 
and for a moment to refer to the words of the gospel, 
the divine revelation according to the doctrine of the 
church, with at least the respect and attention with 
which a farce is read, that is, without imagining in 
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advance that we are going to hear the delirium of an 
insane man, so that we shall not understand a word, but 
supposing that what is written must have some meaning, 
and that it is not without interest for us to comprehenG 
what is said, and everything will become clear to us. 

According to the teaching of John the Baptist, it is 
necessary to be purified by the spirit in order to know 
God. Jesus is purified in the wilderness by the spirit 
and finds out the power of the spirit and announces the 
kingdom of God in men. He tells his disciples that God 
_ is in communion with men. 

According to the evangelist John, the first work of 
Jesus is the so-called purging of the temple, in reality 
the destruction of the temple, and not any kind of a 
temple, but the temple in Jerusalem, the one that was 
regarded as the house of God, the holy of holies. Jesus 
comes into the temple and destroys everything needed for 
its ministration. In addition to what has been said in 
the Introduction about God, about no one having ever 
seen God, and about having received a new godliness 
through Jesus, Jesus repeats in the temple the words 
of the prophets, that the temple of God is the whole 
world of men, and not a den of robbers. To explain 
all this would be the same as trying to explain the inci- 
dent if in our time Dukhobors should go to an Orthodox 
chureh and throw out all the corporals and say,-God is 
spirit, and we must serve him in spirit and in deeds. The 
action and the words of the Scripture speak so plainly 
that there is nothing to add or interpret. The action and 
the words say clearly: Your worship is an abominable 
lie; you do not know the real God, and the deception 
of your worship is harmful, and it has to be destroyed. 
Precisely the same is expressed by the actions and words 
of Jesus in the temple. 

He denies the worship and conception of the Jewish 
God. To these actions and words of his the Jews say, 
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What right hast thou to do this? And he replies, My 
right is this, that your service of God is a lie, and my liv- 
ing service is the truth. My service of God is a living 
service, by means of works. And many believe Jesus. 
The first act of his sermon is to reject the false, visible 
God of the Jews. In the next chapter he says that God 
is spirit, and he must be served by works. And it is 
evident that, in order that men may believe in God the 
spirit and serve him, it is necessary to destroy the false, 
invented God and the false worship of him, and that is 
precisely what Jesus does. It is impossible not to see 
this. If this passage is not understood by the churches, 
it is not through stupidity, but through too much under- 
standing. We shall come across many such intentional 
insipid interpretations. Such interpretations occur every 
time when the church legalizes exactly what Jesus denies. 
Even so now Jesus denies God the Creator, the external 
God, and every divine worship, except the worship of God 
with works. But the church has legalized the external God 
the Trinity, and exists only by performing services and 
sacrifices. That will make a man stupid against his will. 

But if one wants to understand the Gospel, it is neces- 
sary above all to remember that the first action of Jesus 
before preaching was to deny the external God and every 
kind of worship. The destruction of the temple, repeated 
by all the evangelists (which is very rare), is the purging of 
the soil for the sowing. Only after the destruction of the 
former God the teaching about the God of Jesus and about 
that service of God, which Jesus teaches, is made possible. 

The whole passage is an elucidation of the verse. No 
one has ever seen God at any time. 


CHRIST'S DISCOURSE WITH A WOMAN OF SAMARIA 


83. °AdF \y "Tou- John iv. 3. He left 3. And Jesus went 
3 a atid stag an Judea, and departed away from Judea, again 
Coy Re OMT NUE TEM Sa cain into Galilee, into Galilee. 
els THY T'adtAalav. 
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4, "Héder 6é avrov diép- 
xecOar did THS Dapa- 


pelas. 
5. "Epxerar oby els 
modu THS Dapyapelas 


eyouevny Bixap, wAy- 
. clov Tod xwptou  EdwKev 
"TakoB Iwohd To vig 
avrov. 

6. “Hv dé éxe? rnyh 
ro)" Taxép. 6 ovp 
"Inoods Kexkomuakas €K 
THs Odovroplas éxabéfero 
olrws éxt TH THY]. wpa 
hv woel Exrn. 

7. “Epxerar yur ék 
THS Dapmapelas avrAHoae 
vdwp. DAéyer adr 6 
*Inoots, Ads poe muety. 

8. Ol yap pmabnral 
avrod dmedndvOecay els 
Thy modu, iva Tpopas 
ayopacwsr. 

9. Aéye ody ait@ 4 
yurn 7 Dapapetris, as 
ad Tovdaios ay map euod 
muety alrets, ovons yuvat- 
Kos Zapapelridos; ov 
yap avyxp@vrar “Iov- 
dato. Damaperr aus. 

10. ’Amexpi@n ’Incods 
kal elrev adr, Ei deus 
Thy Swpeav Tov Oeod, 
kal Tis éotiv 6 éywv 
aot, Ads pot mrretv, od dv 
arnoas abrov, kal ZowKev 
dv cor bOwp Fav. 

11. Aéyer 
yur, Kupre, 
TAnua exes, Kal 7d 
ppéap éort Bad’ mbdev 
ody exes 7d Ydwp Td 
fGr; 

12. Mh od peltwv ef 
Tov TaTpos judy’ lax, 
8s Cdwxev Huiv rd dpéap, 
kal adrdos é& adrod emue, 
kal ol viol a’rod, kal Ta 
Opénpara avrod ; 


aro 
ovre &p- 
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4. And he must needs 
go through Samaria. 


5. Then cometh he to 
a city of Samaria, which 
is cailed Sychar, near to 
the parcel of ground 
that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph. 


6. Now Jacob’s well 
was there. Jesus there- 
fore, being wearied with 
his Journey, sat thus on 
the well: and it was 
about the sixth hour. 


7. There cometh a 
woman of Samaria to 
draw water: Jesus saith 
unto her, Give me to 
drink. 


8. (For his disciples 
were gone away unto 
the city to buy meat.) 


9. Then saith the 
woman of Samaria unto 
him, How is it that 
thou, being a Jew, ask- 
est drink of me, which 
am a woman of Sama- 
ria? for the Jews have 
no dealings with the 
Samaritans. 


10. Jesus answered 
and said unto her, If 
thou knewest the gift of 
God,’ and who it is that 
saith to thee, Give me 
to drink; thou wouldest 
have asked of him, and 
he would have given 
thee living water. 


1l. The woman saith 
unto him, Sir, thou hast 
nothing to draw with, 
and the well is deep: 
from whence then hast 
thou that living water? 


12. Art thou greater 
than our father Jacob, 
which gave us the well, 
and drank thereof him- 
self, and his children, 
aud his cattle? 
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4. And he had to go 
through Samaria. 


5. One day he comes 
to a city of Samaria, 
Sychar by name, near 
to the place that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph. 


6. Jacob’s well was 
there. Jesus was weary 
of his journey and sat 
down near the well. 


7. There comes a 
woman of Samaria to 
draw water, and Jesus 


says to her, Woman, 
give me to drink. 
8. For his disciples 


were gone to the city 
to buy food. 


9. Then the woman of 
Samaria says to him, 
How is it that thou, a 
Jew, askest to drink of 
a Samaritan woman? 
for the Jews have no 
dealings with the Sa- 
maritans? 


10. But Jesus, on the 
contrary, said to her, If 
thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is 
that says, Give me to 
drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of him, and 
he would have given 
thee spring water. 


11. And the woman 
said to him, Thou hast 
no bucket, and the well 
is deep, from where, 
then, wilt thou get that 
spring water? 


12. Art thou greater 
than our father Jacob? 
He gave us this well. 
He drank of it himself, 
and his children, and 
his cattle. 
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13. ’AmexplOn 6 “In- 
gods xal elev airy, Ids 
6 mlvwy éx Tod Vdaros 
Tovrou dufjoe madi: 

14. “Os 3 dv ain éx 
Tov Vdaros ob €yw Sbow 
atdT@, od uh dubhon els 
Tov al@var adda 7d 
viwp 8 Sdsw aire, 
yevhoerar év adT@ THYH 
Ydaros addomévou eis 
Sony alwnor. 


13. Jesus answered 
and said unto her, Who- 
soever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again: 


14. But whosoever 
drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him 
a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting 
ife. 
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13. And Jesus said to 
her in reply, Whosoever 
drinks this water shall 
want to drink again: 


14. But whosoever 
drinks of the water that 
I shall give, shall never 
thirst. But the water 
that I shall give him 
brings forth in him a 
spring of water which 
runs into everlasting, 
non-temporal life. 


(a) The unnecessary details, such as the definition of 


the time when this happened, as also certain words of 
the woman of Samaria, which express nothing, may be 
transferred to the addition, so that the reader may not 
lose the essential meaning of this chapter. 

(b) The words, If thou knewest, e¢ 7des Tv Swpedy Tod 
Geod I translate by, If thou knewest what the gift of God 
is and what God, and after éorw I put a comma, because 
after that Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that there is 
a God. 

Verses 15-18 have no meaning whatever. It says 
that Christ divined that a woman had five husbands, and 
that now she was not living with her husband. This un- 
necessary and annoying detail only impairs the exposition. 


Johniv. 19. The wom- 19. The woman says to 


19. Aéyee ait@e 
yuvn, Kuipie, Oewp® are 
Tpopyrns ei ov. 

20, Ot marépes Hudv 
év TOUTw TH Sper TpoceE- 
Kbvycay: kal Uyers 
Aéyere, dtu év ‘Tepoco- 
Nopois é€otly 6 Téros, 
8rov Set mpookuvety. 

21. Aéyea airy 6 
"Inoots, Tuva, rlorev- 
oby mot, Ort Epxerat wpa, 
Sre otre ev TH Spe 
trovTw ore év ‘lepoconv- 
Mois mpookuyyjceTe TH 
rar pl. 


an saith unto him, Sir, 
I perceive that thou art 
a prophet, 

20. Our fathers wor- 
shipped in this moun- 
tain; and ye say, that in 
Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to 
worship. 


21. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in 
this mountain, nor yet 
at Jerusalem, worship 
the Father. 


him, Sir, I see that thou 
art a prophet. 


20. Our fathers wor- 
shipped God _ in this 
mountain, and you say 
that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought 
to worship him. 


21. And Jesus said to 
her, Woman, believe 
me, the time is near 
when you shall neither 
in this mountain, nor at 
Jerusalem, worship the 
Father. 
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22. ‘Yuels mpookv- 
veite 6 ob oldaTe Huels 
mpookuvovmer 6 oldapev: 
bre 4 owrnpla éx Tov 
*Tovéalwy éorly. 

23. "ANN epxeras 
pa, Kal viv éoriv, bre 
of a\nOivol mpooxuynral 
mpockuvpcover TO Tarpl 
év rvevuate Kal adnbelq: 
kal yap 6 marhp To.ov- 
Tous (nTet TOUS TpoTKv- 
vodvras avrov. 

24. IIvetua 6 Ocds- 
kal Tovs mpooKuvovryTas 
avrovy év mvevuate kal 
adyOela et mpooKuvety. 

25. Adya atte F 
yuvh, Olda bre Meooias 
epxerar (06 Deydpevos 
Xpicrds): Srav e€dOy 
éxelvos, avayyeder Tucy 
TavTa. 


26. Adye airy 6 
*Inoots, “Ey elm, 6 
AadGv oot. 


(a) adnOeta I 


22. Ye worship ye 
know not what: we 
know what we worship; 
for salvation is of the 
Jews. 


23. But the hour com- 
eth, and now is, when 
the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him. 


2%. God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship 
him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth. 


25. The woman saith 
unto him, I know that 
Messias cometh, which 
is called Christ: when 
he is come, he will tell 
us all things. 


26. Jesus saith unto 
her, I that speak unto 
thee am he. 
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22, You worship you 
know not whoin, but we 
worship whom we know. 


23. But the time is 
coming, and is already 
here, when the true 
worshippers shall wor- 
ship the Father in the 
spirit and in deeds, for 
the Father demands 
that such to worship 
him. 


24. God is spirit, and 
he ought to be wor- 
shipped in spirit and in 
deeds. 


25. And the woman 
said to him, I know that 
Messiah will come, who 
is called the chosen one 
of God. When he is 
come, he will tell us all 
things. 


26. And Jesus said to 
her, I that speak to thee 
am he. 


translate by in deeds, because in many 


passages in the New Testament it has this meaning, and 
here it seems to point to the contradistinction between 
external worship and works; besides, truth and spirit 
would be a pleonasm. 


Verses 27-42, with the exception of 32-38, which will 
be translated elsewhere, contain particular and accidental 
details, which have no general meaning. 

While preaching the kingdom of God, which consists 
in the love of men among themselves, Jesus goes from 
village to village, and once, upon entering the land of 
Samaria, which is hostile to the Jews, asks a Samaritan 
woman for a drink. Under the pretext that he is a Jew 
and she a Samaritan woman, she refuses him in the 
simplest act of love. 
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In explaining this passage, men generally forget this fea- 
ture of the woman’s refusal to give him to drink, and yet 
this is the key to the comprehension of the whole passage. 

The woman says that the Jews may not have any 
dealings with the Samaritans, and so does not give him 
any water. To this he tells her that she thus deprives 
herself of the living water, the communion of love with 
men, of that which gives the true life. He tells her that 
he not only does not loathe receiving drink from her, but 
that he is prepared to teach her, like any other person, 
that renovation which will give her the true life. 

To her remark that he cannot do that, because they, 
the Jews, have their own God, while the Samaritans have 
their own, or their own place of worship of God, he says 
to her, as though explaining the destruction of the temple, 
Now has come the time to worship God not here or there, 
but everywhere, because we ought to worship not the God 
whom we do not know, but the one whom we know as 
the son knows the father, that is, he repeats what was 
said in the Introduction, that no one knows God, but that 
the son has declared him, and what was said in the dis- 
course with Nicodemus, namely, that we speak of what 
we know and see and that only the son who has come 
down from heaven has declared God. And speaking of 
God he calls him Father. And, expressing the idea 
of the Introduction, where it said that the teaching of 
Jesus was the teaching of what is good, he says that the 
Father is searching for worshippers everywhere, wor- 
shippers in deeds and in spirit, because God is spirit. 


THE WITNESS OF JOHN CONCERNING CHRIST 


4 Tau John iii. 22. After 22. After that Jesus 
: Rice Meré raer eg heey these things came Jesus and his disciples came 
6 “Ingots Kal of wabyrat andhisdisciplesintothe into the land of Judea, 
abvrod els thy “Tovdalay landof Judea; andthere and there lived with 
yiv. Kal éxe? diérpiBe he tarried with them, them, and purified. 
bag A and baptized. 
per atrdv Kal €Bdr- 


TLGev. 
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28. "Hy 6¢ kal Iwdy- 
vys Barrifwr év Alvav 
éyyos Tot Dadelu, sre 
dara moda Fv éxel 
kat mapeylvovro Kal 
éBarrigovro. 

24. Ovrw yap jv Be- 
Brywévos els Thy puda- 
Kyv 0 lwavvns. 

25. “Evyévero oby ¢7- 
Tho €k TOV wadnrav 
"Iwdvvov meta lovdatwy 
mepl Kabapic pov: 

26. Kal 4dOov mpds 
Tov “Iwdvynv kal etrov 
att @, ‘PaBBi, ds Av wera 
cod wépav Tod Lopddvou, 
@ od peuapripnKas, ide 


otros Barriga, Kal 
mwavrTes epxovTar mpos 
avrov. 


27. ’ Amexpl0n “Twav- 
yns Kal eirev, OU Sivarat 
GvOpwros NapBavery ov- 
dev, éav pip T Sedomévoy 
abt@ ék Tod odpavod. 

31. ‘O dvwbev épxdpe- 
vos érdvw mavrwy éorty. 
6 dy €xk THS yas ek THs 
vhs €or, kal €x THS Vhs 
Aare? 6 ék TOD odpavod 


Epxbmevos Erava avr wv | 


éoTl. 

84. “Ov yap dé 
oTeidev 6 Ocds, TA PH- 
para ToD Oeov ahee: 

82. Kal 6 éwpaxe kal 
Hkovge, TOUTO papTupel 
kal Thy paprupiay avrod 
ovdels hauBdver. 

33. ‘O AaBadv adrod 
Thy pwaptuplay éoppdyt- 
cev Sri 6 Oeds aXnOrs 
éoru. 

34. OU yap éx mwérpou 
dl5wovy 6 Geds 7d IIvedua. 

35. ‘O marhp dayara 
Tov vidv, Kal mavTa 5é- 
dwxev év TH xeupl adrod. 


23. And John also was 
baptizing in Enon near 
to Salim, because there 
was much water there: 
and they came, and were 
baptized. 


24. For John was not 
yet cast into prison. 


25. Then there arose a 
question between some 
of John’s disciples and 
the Jews about purify- 
ing. 

26. And they came un- 
to John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was 
with thee beyond Jor- 
dan, to whom thou bar- 
est witness, behold, the 
same baptizeth, and all 
men come to him. 


27. John answered and 
said, A man can receive 
nothing, except it be 
given from heaven. 


31. He that cometh 
from above is above all: 
he that is of the earth is 
earthly, and speaketh 
of the earth: he that 
cometh from heaven is 
above all.. 


34. For he whom God 
hath sent speaketh the 
words of God: 


32. And what he hath 
seen and heard, that he 
testifieth; and no man 
receiveth his testimony. 


33. He that hath re- 
ceived his testimony 
hath set to his seal that 
God is true. 


34. For God giveth not 
the Spirit by measure 
unto him. 

35. The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hand. 
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23. And John was pu- 
rifying in Enon near to 
Salim, because there 
was much water there, 
and they came and were 
purified. 


24. For John was not 
yet cast into prison. 


%. And there arose 
a contention between 
John’s disciples with a 
Jew about the purify- 
ing. 

26. And they came to 
John, and said to him, 
Sir, he who was with 
thee at the Jordan, and 
to whom thou borest 
witness, is purifying 
also, and all men come 
to him. 


27. And John said, A 
man cannot take upon 
himself, if he is not in- 
structed by God. 


31. He who is above is 
higher than all, and he 
who is of earth will be 
of earth, and will speak 
of earth. 


34. He whom God has 
instructed speaks the 
words of God. 


32. And what he has 
comprehended, that he 
proves. No man receives 
his proof. 


33. He who has re- 
ceived his proof har 
confirmed that God is 
true. 


34. For it is impossible 
to measure the spirit of 
God. 

35. For the Father 
loves the son, and has 
given all things into his 
power. 
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36. ‘O micretwy eis 
roy viov exer fwipy aid- 
vov' 6 dé dreday Tw 


36. He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall 
but the 
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36. He who believes in 
the son lives for ever, 
and he who does not 
believe in the son is 


not see life; 
wrath of God abideth 
on him, . 


vig ovk bWerar fwhp, against God. 


GX’ 7 dpyh Tod Cet 
péver ér abrov. 

John declared before that the real purification is the 
purification by the spirit. Now Jesus has appeared and 
he destroys the external forms and purifies without the 
temple and even without the water. And the doubt 
arises as to which purification is the real one. And 
John’s disciples contend with a Jew about the purifica- 
tion, and they go to John to ask him about it. John 
says in general words what he said before, that the chief 
purification is a purification by the spirit, and that this 
purification is not transmitted in words. As to whether 
Jesus really speaks the words of God, John says that no 
one can define that, and that there can be no proofs of 
what are the words of God. The one proof is that man 
accepts them, for it is impossible to measure the manifes- 
tation of the spirit. 


JESUS DINING WITH SIMON. MARY MAGDALENE 


14. Kal pijun é&9dOe 
Kab’ dns THs Teprx Wpov 
mept avrov. 

37. Ev dé T@ Aadfj- 
cal, Hpwra avroy Papi- 
caids Tis Orws dpicT Hon 
rap avr@: eioeNav be 
avérecev. 

38. ‘O dé Papicatos 
lidv é0avmacey Oru ov 
mperov éBarricOn mpd 
Tov dplorov. 

39. Eire d¢ 6 Kupuos 
apos avrov, Nov dpets of 
Papicaio. rd eEwhev rod 
mornplov Kal Tov mivaKos 
kabaplvere: To 5¢ Eowbev 
tua yeuer aprayhs Kal 
movnplas. 


Luke iv. 14. And there 
went out a fame of him 
shrough all the region 
round about. 

LIuke xi. 37. Andas he 
spake, a certain Phari- 
see besought him to dine 
with him: and he went 
in, and sat down to meat. 


38. And when the 
Pharisee saw it, he mar- 
velled that he had not 
first washed before din- 
ner, 


39. And the Lord said 
unto him, Now do ye 
Pharisees make clean 
the outside of the cup 
and the platter; but 
your inward part is full 
of ravening and wicked- 
ness. 


14. And there went out 
a fame of him in all the 
surrounding country. 


37. After thatacertain 
Orthodox came to him 
and asked him to lunch 
with him in his house. 


38. And the Orthodox, 
seeing that Jesus did not 
wash before the lunch, 
was surprised. 


39. And Jesus said to 
him, You Orthodox peo- 
ple wash the outside of 
the cup and the platter, 
but your inside is full or 
plunder and untruth. 
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40. "Adpoves, ovx 6 
mwoinoas TO €&wlev Kal TO 
Zowbev érrolnce ; 

41. Il\nyv ra évovra 
bore éAenuootyny: Kal 
lov, mavra kadapa bucv 
éoTU. 

32. OvK édndAvda Ka- 


Néoat Otxalovs, adda 
GuapTwrovs els peTa- 
vo.ay. 


37. Kat ido, yurh év 
TH WONEL, TUS Hv awap- 
Twos, €émvyvotoa Ore 
dvaKerar év TH olkia 
Tov Papicalov, Kkouicaca 
GdA4BacT pov wtpou, 

38. Kal oraca mapa 
Tovs mbdas avTov drricw 
kKNalovoa, Hp~aro Bpé- 
xev Tovs mwddas avroo 
Tots ddKpvot, Kal Tats 
Opel TAS Kepadhs avrAs 
éF€uaocoe, kal Kxarepide 
rods médas avrod, Kal 
Hreche TO pty. 

39. “Tdav dé 6 Papi- 
oatos 0 KaXéoas avrov 
elrev év éavT@, éywr, 
Otros ef Hv mpopyrns, 
éyivwoxev dv rls Kal 
ToTarn  Yyuvn, hres 
dmrerat avrov: br. duap- 
Twos éoTL. 

40. Kal droxpibels 6 
*Inoods ele mpds atrov, 
Liuwr, éxw col re elev. 
6 6€ por, AddoKare, 
elrré. 

41. Avo xpewperérac 
hoav davecrn Tim 6 efs 
Spere Snvdpia wevrako- 
gia, 0 dé Erepos mevrn- 
KovTa. 

42. Mh éxdvTwv be 
avray amodotvar, duo- 
Ttépos éxaploaro. ris 
obv alt@y, elré, melov 
auroy ayamrjce ; 


40. Ye fools, did not 
he, that made that which 
is without,-make that 
which is within also ? 

41. But rather give 
alms of such things as 
ye have; and, behold, 
all things are clean unto 
you. 

Lukev. 32. [came not 
to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 


Luke vii. 37. And, be- 
hold, a woman in the 
city, which was a sinner, 
when she knew that 
Jesus sat at meat in 
the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster 
box of ointment, 

38. And stood at his 
feet behind him weep- 
ing, and began to wash 
his feet with tears, and 
did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and 
kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the 
ointment. 


39. Now when the 
Pharisee which had bid- 
den him saw it, he spake 
within himself, saying, 
This man, if he were 
a prophet, would have 
known who and what 
manner of woman this 
is that toucheth him; 
for she is a sinner. 


40. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat 
to say unto thee. And 
he saith, Master, say on. 


41, There was acertain 
creditor which had two 
debtors: the one owed 
five hundred pence, and 
the other fifty. 


42. And when they had 
nothing to pay, he 
frankly forgave them 
both. Tell me therefore, 
which of them will love 
him most ? 
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40. Fools, he who has 
made what is without 
has also made what is 
within. 

41. Be merciful from 
within, and then you 
shall see that everything 
is clean. 


32. For I have come 
here not to call the 
righteous to the reno- 
vation, but those who 
have erred. 


37. And a woman of 
the city, who was an 
infidel, hearing that 
Jesus was sitting in the 
house of an Orthodox, 
went there and brought 
a pitcher of oil, 


38. And standing at 
his feet behind, began to 
weep and to wash his 
feet with her tears, and 
to wipe them with the 
hair of her head, and to 
anoint him with the oil. 


39. When the Ortho- 
dox host saw this, he 
thought, If he were a 
real teacher, he would 
know what manner of 


woman this is that is 
touching him, 
40. And, turning 


around, Jesus said to 
him, Simon, I will tell 
thee a few words. And 
he said, Master, speak! 


41. A certain master 
had two debtors; the 
one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other 
fifty. 


42. And neither the 
one nor the other had 
anything to pay, and the 
master forgave them 
both. Tell me, which of 
them will be most ob- 
liged to the master ? 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


43. "Asoxpibels 58 6 
Dluwy eirev, ‘Yrodap- 
Bavw dre @ 7d Wetov 
éxaploaro. 6 6€ etme 
avT@, Ops Expivas. 

44. Kalorpadels mpos 


. bs A 
Thy yuvatka, TH Zluwve 


égn, Bréres rat’rny 
Thy yuvvatka; elondOdy 


cov els THY olklay, Vdwp 
ért rovs médas pou ovK 
édwkas' aitn dé Tots 
Sdxpuowy EBpeEe ou Tovs 
modas, kal Tats Opel THs 
Keparys airhs eEéuake. 

45. Dinud por ovK 
Zdwxas’ ality dé, ad Fs 
elandOov, ov diédurre Ka- 
Tagpidovod pou Tovs 16- 
das. 


46. *Edalw rhy xepa- 
Anv wou ovK Hrenas: 
atirn dé wpm Arewé wou 
Tovs 1édas. 

47. O68 xdpw éyw 
oo, Adéwrrar ai auap- 
tlat a’rhs ai modal: 
ore Hydmrnoe won dé 
oNlyov adlerar, ddlyov 
ayard. 

48. Rire 62 atry, 
*Adéwrrat cov al duap- 
That. 

49. Kal 4Hptavro ol 
ovvavakelwevor every ev 
éavrots, Ths otrbs éoriy 
Os kal duaprlas ddlynow ; 

50. Eire dé rpds rH 
yuvaica, “H wloris cov 
céswké oe mopevou els 
elpnyny. 


43. Simon answered 
and said, I suppose that 
he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto 
him, Thou hast rightly 
judged. 


44, And he turned to 
the woman, and said 
unto Simon, Seest thou 
this woman? I entered 
into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for 
my feet: but she hath 
washed my feet with 
tears, and wiped them 
with the hairs of her 
head. 


45. Thou gavest me no 
kiss: but this woman, 
since the time I came in, 
hath not ceased to kiss 
my feet. 


46. My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint: 
but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with 
ointment. 


47. Wherefore I say 
unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are 


forgiven; for she loved 
much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the 
same loveth little.« 


48. And he said unto 
her, Thy sins are for- 
given. 


49. And they that sat 
at meat with him began 
to say within them- 
selves, Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also ? 


50. And he said to the 
woman, Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace. 
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43. Simon said, Cer- 
tainly he to whom he 
forgave most. And 


Jesus said Thou hast 
judged rightly. 


44. And he pointed to 
the woman, and said to 
Simon, Here I have come 
to thy house, and thou 
gavest me no water to 
wash my feet with; but 
she washes my feet with 
tears, and wipes them 
with the hair of her 
head. « 


45. Thou didst not em- 
brace me when I en- 
tered; but she has not 
ceased kissing my feet. 


46. Thou didst not give 
me oil to anoint my head 
with; but she anoints 
my feet with costly oil. 


47. For this very rea- 
son, I tell thee, she has 
been delivered from 
error and from great 
error, because she loves 
much. But he to whom 
little is to be forgiven 
loves little. 


48. And he said to her, 
Yes, all thy errors are 
corrected. 


49, And those that 
were sitting with him 
began to say to them- 
selves, Who is he that 
he frees from error ? 


50. And he said to the 
woman, Thy faith has 
saved thee; go in peace. 


(a) In my opinion verse 47 ought to read like this: dru 
‘has to be transposed ; instead of being before jyaryce, 


it ought to stand before Aéyw cou. 


will be as above, 


Then the translation 
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The Pharisee is not pleased to see the sinner touch the 
teacher. Jesus says, A master had two debtors: he for- 
gave one much, and the other little) How can he whom 
he forgave much help expressing his gratitude? These 
debtors before me and before all men and before God art 
thou and is this smning woman. Thou imaginest that 
there is little to forgive thee, and thou hast not shown me 
any particular love ; but she considers herself guilty before 
all,and before me, and before thee. Thou thoughtest thy- 
self that she ought not to have been permitted to touch me. 
Well, I have not driven her away, and as I did not contemn 
thee, coming to thy house, so I do not contemn her, and for 
this she expresses her love for me. (She expresses her 
love for me, because I did not upbraid her for her sins.) 
She has many sins, and she expresses much love. Thou 
hast few sins, as thou thinkest, and thou expressest little 


love, and little will be forgiven thee. 
she is a sinner, and she is saved from her sins. 


THE PARABLE OF THE PUBLICAN 


10, ”AvOpwroe Sto 
uvéBnoav els Td lepov 
mpocevéacbar: 6 eis Pa- 
picatos, Kal 6 &repos Te- 
Aw@vys. 

11. ‘O bapicaios ora- 
Gels mpds éavTdyv Tatra 
mpoontxeTo: ‘O Oeds, 
evxapisT® got, OTe ovK 
eit Womep of Nowrolt TOV 
avOpwrwy, dptayes, &bu- 
kor, povyol, 7 kal ws 
otros 6 TeXdrns. 

12. Nyoredw dts rod 
caBBarou,  dmrodexaTd 
wdavTa boa KTOpat. 

13. Kal 6 redrdyns 
maxpddev Err as ovK HOe- 
dev ovd5é Tods ddOaru0ds 
eis TOv ovpavdy érapat: 


Luke aviii. 10. Two 
men went up into the 
temple to pray; theonea 
Pharisee, and the other 
a publican. 


11. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extor- 
tioners, unjust, adulter- 
ers, Or even’ as this 
publican, 


12. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all 
that I possess, 


13. And the publican, 
standing afar off, would 
not lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his 


She believes that 


AND THE PHARISEE 


10. And Jesus said to 
them, Two men went 
into the temple to pray; 
the one an Orthodox, 
and the other an infidel. 


11. The Orthodox 
thought much of him- 
self, and prayed as fol- 
lows: I thank thee, O 
God, that I am not as 
other men are, selfish, 
unjust, adulterers, not 
as this infidel is. 


12. I fast twice on the 
Sabbath, and give tithes 
of all I get. 


13, And the infidet 
stood off and could not 
lift up his eyes to 


heaven, but struck his 
breast and kept saying, 
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> a 
aX erumtev eis Td OTH- 


Bos avrod, éywr, ‘O 
eds, ihdoOnri mor TE 
GMapTwr. 


14. Aéyw duty, Ka- 
TEBn obTOS Sedikarwuévos 
els Tov oikoy avrov, # 
éxetvos. 8ru ras 6 Wer 
éauTov TamewwOjceTat: 
6 6€ tamrevdv éavrov 
bWwOnoeT ar. 


breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner. 


14. I tell you, this man 
went down to his house 
juscified rather than the 
other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. 
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God look at me erring 
one, 


14. So I tell you, the 
infidel returned more 
delivered than the Or- 
thodox; for ne who ex-. 
alts himself shall be 
abased, and he who 
humbles himself shall 
be exalted. 


The Orthodox does not consider the deliverance neces- 
sary for himself and could not be freed from anything. 
The infidel wished to be freed from error and confessed 
it, and so was freed from it. 


14. Tére mpocdpyov- 
Tat atr@ of pabyral 
*Twdvvov, Méyovres, Aca- 
Tl nyets Kal of Papicaio. 
vnoTevouev oA, ol dé 
pabnral cov ov vnoret- 
OVC ; 

15. Kat edrev adrois 
6 “Inoots, My dSvvavrat 
oi viol Too vuudOvos mev- 
tv, Ef? Boov per abr av 
éoTiv 6 vuudlos ; édhevcov- 
Tar O€ nuépar bray arap- 
04 am adr dv 6 vupdios, 
kai réTe vnoTevcovcty. 


Matt. tx. 14. Then 
came to him the disci- 
ples of Jobn, saying, 
Why do we and the 
Pharisees fast oft, but 
thy disciples fast not ? 


15. And Jesus said 
unto them, Can the chil- 
dren of the bridecham- 
ber mourn, as long as 
the bridegroom is with 
them ? but the days will 
come, when the bride- 
groom shall be_ taken 
from them, and then 
shall they fast. 


14. Then the disciples 
of John walked up to 
him and said, Why do’ 
we and the Orthodox 
fast oft, but thy disci- 
ples do not fast ? 


15. And Jesus said to 
them, The guests cannot 
mourn at the wedding, 
as long as the bride- 
groom is with them. 
When the bridegroom is 
not there, they mourn. 


The words about the bridegroom are obscure, for 


there is no explanation of what is to be understood 
by the bridegroom. In the parable of the ten virgins 
life is to be understood by the bridegroom, and then, 
by giving the same meaning of life to the word bride- 
groom, the meaning of the utterance will be this, that 
there is no cause for mourning as long as there is life 
in man; one ought to mourn and fast only when life is 


gone. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE GARMENTS AND THE WINE 


36. "Edeye dé Kal 
mapaBodhy mpos avrous, 
"Ore ovdels erlBAnua 
iuariou Kacvod ém:Badde 
él iudriov madady> el 
6é wtyye, Kal 7d Kawvov 
oxlger, KalT@ Tara ov 
cuupwvet érliB\nua TO 
dro Tov KaLvod. 

37. Kat ovdels Bader 
oivov véov els daoxovs 
madras: ef dé pnye, 
pyger 6 véos oivos Tos 
doxovs, Kal avros éxxu- 
Ojoera, Kat ol doxol 
amohovrrat* 

88. "AAG oivoy véov 
els doKods Katvovs BAn- 
_ Téov, Kal duporepor ovy- 
TNpovvTat. 


Luke v. 36. And he 
spake also a_ parable 
unto them; No man put- 
teth°a piece of a new 
garment upon an old; 
if otherwise, then both 


the new maketh a reut,- 


and the piece that was 
taken out of the new 
agreeth, not with the 
old. 


87. And no man put- 
teth new wine into old 
bottles; else the new 
wine will burst the bot- 
tles, and be spilled, and 
the bottles shall perish. 


38. But new wine must 
be put into new bottles; 
and both are preserved. 


Luke v. 39 is not clear. 
Luke iv. 33-37. These verses may be printed in the 


addition. 


36. No man tears a new 
garmeut, in order to put 
a new patch on an old 
garment, for it will tear 
the new, and the old will 
be of no use. 


37. And no man puts 
new wine into old bot- 
tles; else the bottles will 
burst, and the wine will 
run out, and the bottles 
will be lost. 


38. But new wine must 
pe tee into new bottles; 
and both are preserved. 


The prediction and expulsion of the unclean 


spirit and the repetition of what Christ has been teach- 
ing, and that the fame of him has spread, have no signifi- 


cance. 


The same is true of the following verses: Luke 


iv. 88-41; Mark i 35-39; Matt. viii. 18; Luke viii. 
26-40; Luke v. 17-26; Mark v. 22-438; Matt. ix. 


27-34. 

15. Kal adros éél- 
dackev év Tals ouva- 
ywyats at’ra&v, doéatd- 
pevos brd mavTwr. 

42. Kal #dOov ews 
avrov, Kal  Karetxov 


avrov Tov uh mopever Oar 
an avrav. 
43. ‘O 6é etre mpds 


” ix 
avrovs, Oru Kal ais 


CHRIST'S PREACHING 


Luke iv. 15. And he 
taught in their syna- 
gogues, being glorified 
of all. 


42. And came _ unto 
him, and stayed him, 
that he should not de- 
part from them. 


43. And he said unto 
them, I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other 


15. And he taught in 
the assemblies and was 
respected by all. 


42. The people held 
him back, that he should 
not depart from them. 


43. But he said to 
them, I must preach the 
true good to others also, 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


érépais modeow evayye- 
NoagGal we Set rhv 
Baorrelav rod Oeov- bri 
els TOUTO améoTahmat. 

14. “Iva wdypwd} 7d 
pnbev dia ‘Hoatov rod 
tTpopytov, éyorTos, 

15. ‘T'4 ZaBouvdey cal 
yn NepOarelu, odd ba- 
Adoons mépayv Tod ’Iop- 
Odvov, TariAala Trav 
eOvar, 

16. ‘O Xads 6 Kabrpue- 
vos év oxdre cide pas 
béya, Kal rots Kadnuévors 
év xHpq Kal oKid Oavd- 


Tov, pas advérerrev 
avrots.’ 

17. "Orws mdpwOh 
TO pnbév did ‘“Hoatov 


Tov mpopyrov, éyorTos, 

18. ‘’Id0d 6 rats you, 
bv jpética: 6 ayamnros 
pov, els dv evddxnoey 7 
wuxn pour Oyow 76 
mvedud pov éx avrop, 
kal kplow Tots eOveouy 
amar yenet* 

19. OvK €pioe, ovde 
Kpavydoe ovde axovoe 
Tis év Tats wraTelats THY 
puvinyv avrov. 

20. Kddapov curre- 
Tpiupévoy od Karedéer, 
kal Nivoy Tupbuevoy ov 
oBéva, ews av éxBadn 
els vixos THY Kplow. 

21. Kal éy r@ év6- 
ware avrod eOvn éd- 
movct.’ 

7. Kal 6’Inoots dve- 
xwpyoe pera TOV waby- 
Tv avTod wrpds THY Od- 
Nacoav: kal ov rAHOos 
amd THs TadtAalas jKo- 
AovOnoav a’t@, kal dd 
Ths Tovdalas, 

8. Kal dd ‘Tepoco- 
NWuwv, Kal ard Tis 


cities also: for therefore 
ain I sent. 


Matt. wv. 14. That it 
might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Hsaias 
the prophet, saying, 

15, The land of Zabu- 
lon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, by the way 
of che sea, beyond Jor- 
dan, Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles ; 


16. The people which 
sat in darkness saw 
great light; and to them 
which sat in the region 
and shadow of death 


light is sprung up. 
C(saiah ix. 1, 2.) 
Matt. xii. 17. That it 


might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias 
the prophet, saying, 

18. Behold my servant, 
whom I have chosen; 
my beloved, in whom 
my soul is well pleased: 
I will put my Spirit, 
upon him, and he shall 
shew judgment to the 
Gentiles. 


19. He shall not strive, 
nor cry; neither shall 
any man hear his voice 
in the streets. 


20. A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and 
smoking flax shall he 
not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto 
victory. 


21. And in his name 
shall the Gentiles trust. 
(Isaiah xlii. 1-3.) 


Mark wii. 7. But Jesus 
withdrew himself with 
his disciples to the sea: 
and a great multitude 
from Galilee followed 
him, and from Judea, 


8. And from Jerusa- 
Jem, and from Idumea, 
and from beyond Jor- 
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for I am intended for 
that. 


14. And the word of 
the prophet Isaiah was 
fulfilled. 


16. In the pagan coun- 
tries the people walked 
in darkness and saw a 
ae light; to them who 

ad lived in the dark- 
ness of death, a new 
light sprung up. 


17. So that also another 
prophecy of the prophet 
Isaiah was fulfilled. 


18. Here is my child 
whom I love, my beloved 
one, in whom my soul is 
pleased. Ihave put my 
spirit in him, that he 
may show the truth to 
the nations. 


19. He does not quar- 
rel, nor cry; and his 
voice is not heard in the 
streets. 


20. He will not break 
a bruised reed, and will 
not put out the light 
when it goes out, so that 
the truth may vanquish 
the lie. 


21. In him is all the 
hope of men. 


7. Then Jesus went to 
the sea. 


8. And a great multi- 
tude followed him from 
Galilee, and from Judea 


148 


‘Idoumalas, xal mépap 
a? ti 
rod lopddvou: Kat ot rept 
Tupov kal Dodava, wh- 
Gos odd, dxovoarTes 60a 
érole., AAOov Tpods avr dv. 
35. Kal mepifyev 6 
> ~ A A 
Inoots Tas rdders Taoas 
Kal Tas Kwuas, OudoKwv 
év tais cuvaywyats av- 
Tav, Kal Knptoowv Td 


dan; and they about 
Tyre and Sidon, a great 
multitude, when they 
haa heard what great 


things he did, came 
unto him, 
Matt, ix. — 35. And 


Jesus went about all 
the cities and villages, 
teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the king- 
dom. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


and from Idumea, and 
from Jerusalem, and 
from beyond the Jor- 
dan, and people from 
Tyre and Sidon. 


35. And he went about 
the cities and villages 
proclaiming in the as- 
semblies the announce- 
ment about the true 

ood of the kingdom of 

eaven. 


evayyéAuov THs Bact 
Aelas. 


THE NEW WORSHIP IN THE SPIRIT BY WORKS. 
THE REJECTION OF THE JEWISH GOD 


And Jesus showed to all people that the former wor- 
ship was a lie, and that God ought to be served by works 
and by compassion toward men. 

He happened on a Sabbath to walk with his disciples 
across a field. On their way the disciples plucked some 
ears of corn, and rubbed them in their hands, and ate 
them. 

The Pharisees, the Orthodox, saw that, and said, It is 
not proper to do that on a Sabbath. It is not lawful to 
work on a Sabbath, but you rub the ears. Jesus heard 
that, and said to them, If yeu understood what is meant 
by the words said by God to the prophet, I rejoice in the 
love of men among themselves, and not in the sacrifices 
which they bring me, you would not be condemning the 
innocent. The Sabbath has not been established by God, 
but by man, consequently man is more important than 
the Sabbath. 

It happened another time on a Sabbath that, as Jesus 
was teaching in an assembly, a sick woman went up to 
him and asked him to help her. 

And Jesus began to treat her. Then a lawyer, an 
elder of the assembly, grew angry at Jesus for it and said 
to the people, In the law of God it is written, Six days in 
the week are for work, but on the Sabbath God has not 
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permitted men to work. Thereupon Jesus asked the 
lawyers and the Pharisees, Is it according to you not 
permitted to aid a man on a Sabbath ? 

And they did not know what to say. 

Then Jesus said, Does not each one of you untie the 
cattle from the stall and take them to drink on a Sabbath ? 
Or if one of your sheep should fall into a well, would you 
not run quickly to pull it out on a Sabbath? And is not 
a man much better than a sheep? What, then, according 
to you, is a man to do on a Sabbath, good or evil? ° To 
save the soul or to let it perish? One must always do 
good, even on a Sabbath. . 

Pharisees and lawyers came to Jesus from Jerusalem. 
And they saw that his disciples and he himself were 
eating bread together, with unwashed hands. And the 
scribes began to condemn them, because they themselves 
lived strictly as of old, washing their vessels, and without 
washing them they would not eat. Nor would they eat 
upon returning from the market, unless they first washed 
their hands. : 

And the lawyers asked him, Why do you not live 
according to the old customs, and why do you take and 
eat bread with unwashed hands? And he said to them, 
Well has the prophet Isaiah said of you. God had said 
to him, Because these people cling to me only with words, 
and worship me only with their mouths, while their 
hearts are far from me, and because their fear of me is 
only a human command, which they have learned by 
heart, I will make a wonderful, unusual work over this 
people. The wisdom of their wise men shall disappear, 
and the reason of their thinking men shall be obscured. 
Woe to them who bestir themselves to conceal their 
desires from the Eternal One, and who do their works in 
the dark. Even so you omit that which is important 
in the law, that which is the commandment of God, and 
observe your own commandments, which is, to wash the 
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cups. Moses said to you, Honour your father and your 
mother, and who will not honour his father or mother 
shall be put to death, but you have invented what any one 
may say, I give to God what my parents have given, and 
tail to provide for your father or mother. Thus you 
destroy the commandments of God by human enactments. 
You do many suck things. 

And Jesus called all the people, and said, Listen all, 
and understand, There is nothing in the world which, 
going into man, can defile him, but that which comes out 
of him will defile a man. Let there be love and mercy in 
thy heart, and then all will be pure. Try to understand 
that. , 

And when he returned home, his disciples asked him 
what those words meant. And he said, Have you really 
not comprehended them? Do you not understand that 
nothing external and carnal can defile a man, because 
it enters not his soul, but his belly. It enters the belly, 
and with the excrements comes out of the back. Only 
that can defile a man which comes out of his soul, for 
from a man’s soul come: fornication, lust, murder, theft, 
selfishness, malice, cheating, impudence, envy, pride, and 
every foolishness. All that evil comes out of the soul, 
and this alone can defile a man. 

Jesus teaches the people that a new life has begun and 
that God is in the world upon earth, and this he tells 
everybody, and he tells his disciples that between man 
and God there is always a communion. This he teaches 
to all. And all are delighted with his teaching, because 
he teaches differently from the lawyers. The lawyers 
teach men that they must obey the laws of God, but 
he teaches them that they are free. 

After that the passover came, and Jesus went to 
Jerusalem, where he entered the temple. 

In the hall of the temple there were cattle, cows, oxen, 
and sheep, and baskets with doves, and behind counters 
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sat changers with money. All that was necessary for the 
offerings to God. The animals were killed and sacrificed 
in the temple, and the money was offered there. In that 
consisted the prayers of the Jews. 

Jesus entered the temple, plaited a whip, and drove all 
the cattle out of the hall, and let out all the doves, and 
scattered all the money. 

And he commanded that no one should carry those 
things into the temple. He said, the prophet Isaiah has 
said, the house of God is not the temple in Jerusalem, 
but the whole world of God’s people. And the prophet 
Jeremiah has also said to you, Do not believe the lying 
words that here is the house of the Eternal One, the 
house of the Eternal One, the house of the Eternal One. 
Do not believe that, but mend your life, do not judge 
falsely, do not oppress the stranger, the widow, and the 
orphan, do not spill innocent blood, and do not come into 
the house of the name of God, and do not say, Now we 
can calmly commit evil things. Do not make of my 
house a den of robbers. 

And the Jews began to dispute, and they said to him, 
If thou prohibitest our prayer and our image of God, 
what kind of prayer wilt thou give? 

And turning to them, Jesus said, Abandon this temple, 
and in three days I will call to life a new, a living 
temple to God. 

And the Jews said, How canst thou make at once a 
new temple, since it took forty-six years to build this 
one ? 

And Jesus said, I am speaking to you about what is 
more important than the temple. You would not be 
speaking thus, if you understood the words of the 
prophet, I, God, do not rejoice in your sacrifices, but in 
your love among yourselves. The living temple is the 
whole world of the men of God, when they love each 
other. 
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And then many people in J erusalem believed in what 
he spoke. 

But he himself did not believe in anything external, 
because he knew everything which was in man. 

He did not need to have any one to teach him about 
man, for he knew that the spirit of God was in man. 

And the lawyers and the elders heard all that and 
sought how they might work his ruin, but they were 
afraid of him because all the people marvelled at his 
teaching. 

And Jesus went again from Judea to Galilee. And it 
happened that he had to pass through Samaria. He was 
going past a Samaritan village, Sychar by name, near the 
place which Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 
well was there. Jesus was tired from his journey, and 
he sat down near the well; but his disciples went to the 
town to buy bread. 

And there comes a woman from Sychar to fetch water. 
Jesus asks her to give him to drink. 

She says to him, How is it thou askest me to give 
thee to drink? You Jews do not have dealings with us 
Samaritans. 

And he says to her, If thou knewest: me and knewest 
what it is I teach, thou wouldst not say that, but wouldst 
give me to drink, and I, too, would give thee living water. 
He who drinks of this water will want to drink again, 
but he who drinks of my water will be satisfied for ever, 
and this water of mine will lead him to life eternal. 

The woman understood that he was speaking of divine 
things, and said to him, I saw that thou art a prophet 
and want to teach me; but how canst thou teach me 
divine things since thou art a Jew, and I a Samaritan ? 
Our people pray to God in this mountain, and you Jews 
say that it is necessary to pray in Jerusalem. Thou 
canst not teach me divine things, because you have cne 
God, and we another. 
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Then Jesus said to her, Believe me, woman, the time 
is near when neither in this mountain nor at Jerusalem 
will they pray to the Father. Yoa pray to him whom 
you do not know, but we pray to the Father whom it is 
impossible not to know. 

And the time has arrived and is already here when the 
true worshippers of God will worship the Father in the 
spirit and with deeds. The Father needs such wor- 
shippers. God is spirit, and he ought to be worshipped 
in spirit and with deeds. 

The woman did not make out what he was telling her, 
and she said, I have heard that a messenger of God will 
come, the one who is called the anointed. He will tell 
everything. 

And Jesus said to her, I who am talking with thee am 
he. Wait for nothing else. 

After that Jesus came into the land of Judea, and 
there he lived with his disciples, and purified. : 

At that time John purified men near Salim in the river 
Enon, for John had not yet been cast into prison. 

And there arose a dispute between the disciples of John 
and those of Jesus as to which was better, John’s purifi- 
cation in water, or the teaching of Jesus. 

And they came to John, and said to him, Now thou 
purifiest with water, but Jesus teaches only, and all men 
go to him. What dost thou say about it ? 

And John said, A man cannot teach of himself, if God 
does not instruct him. Whoever speaks of earth is 
earthly ; and whoever speaks from God, is from God. 

It is impossible to prove-in any way whether words 
that are spoken are from God or not from God. God is 
spirit. He cannot be measured nor proved. He who 
understands the words of God by that proves that he has 
comprehended God. 

At one time Jesus saw a farmer of taxes collecting 
taxes, His name was Matthew. Jesus spoke with him, 
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and Matthew understood him and liked his teaching and 
invited him to his house, and entertained him. 

When Jesus came to Matthew, there came also Mat- 
thew’s friends, tax-collectors and corrupt people. Jesus 
did not loathe them, but sat down himself with his disci- 
ples. And the lawyers and Pharisees saw that and said 
to the disciples of Jesus, How is it your teacher is feast- 
ing with tax-collectors and corrupt men? Jesus heard 
that, and said, He who boasts of being well does not 
need a physician. but he who is sick needs one. For 
this reason I do not wish to convert those who regard 
themselves as just, thinking that they are living in the 
truth, but teach those who think that they are living in 
sin. 

While he was sitting in Matthew’s house, there came a 
city woman, who was a whore. She had heard that 
Jesus was in Matthew’s house, and came thither, and 
_ brought a vial with perfume. And she knelt down at 
his feet, and wept, and washed his feet with her tears, 
and wiped them with her hair, and poured the perfume 
out of the vial upon them. 

Matthew saw that, and thought, He is hardly a 
prophet; if he were really a prophet, he would know 
what manner of woman is washing his feet; he would 
know that she is a whore, and would not permit her to 
touch him. 

Jesus divined it, and turned around to Matthew, and 
said, Matthew, shall I tell thee what I think 2 

Tell me, he said. 

And Jesus said, Listen. Two men considered them- 
selves debtors of the same master: one to the amount of 
five hundred pence, and the other of fifty. And neither 
the one nor the other had any money to pay his debt. 
The master forgave both. Well, according to thy judg- 
ment, which of them will love the master and tend on 
him ? 
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And Matthew said, of course, the one who owes most. 

Jesus pointed to the woman, and said, Even thus it 
is with this woman. Thou considerest thyself a small 
debtor. I came to thy house, and thou didst not give me 
water with which to wash my feet, while she washes 
them with her tears and dries them with her hair. 

Thou didst not kiss me, but she kisses my feet. "Thou 
didst not give me oil with which to anoint my head, but 
she is rubbing costly ointments on my feet. He who 
thinks that he has nothing to be forgiven does not love. 
He who thinks that he is very guilty loves much. But 
for love everything is forgiven. 

And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven thee. And 
Jesus said, the whole thing is what each considers himself 
tc be. He who considers himself to be good will not be 
good, and who considers himself bad is good. 

Two men once came to the temple to pray, one of them 
a Pharisee, the other an infidel. 

The Pharisee prayed lke this, I thank thee, O Lord, ° 
that I am not as other men are, neither stingy, nor a 
cheat, nor a debauchee, nor such a worthless man as this 
tax-collector. I fast twice a week, and of my possessions 
I give away a tithe. 

But the infidel stood at a distance and did not dare to 
look up to heaven, and only struck his breast with his 
hands, and kept saying, O Lord, iook down upon me, 
worthless man ! 

Well? The infidel was forgiven more than the Phari- 
see, because whoever exalts himself shall be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 

After that John’s disciples came to Jesus, and said, 
Why do we and the lawyers fast much, while thou and 
thy disciples do not fast? And Jesus said to them, As 
long as the bridegroom is at the wedding no man mourns. 
Only when the bridegroom is not there do they mourn 
If there is life there is no need of mourning. 
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And Jesus said also this, No one tears off a piece of a 
new garment to sew it on an old garment, for the new 
garment will be torn and the old one will not be mended. 
So we cannot accept your fasts. And we cannot pour 
new wine into old bottles, for the bottles will be torn, 
and the wine will run out. New wine has to be put in 
new bottles, and then both will be preserved. 

And after that a Pharisee came to him, and called him 
to lunch at his house. He went in and sat down at the 
table. The Pharisee observed that he did not wash before 
lunch, and was surprised. Jesus said to him, Pharisees, 
you wash all the time from without, but are you clean 
from within? Be merciful to men, and everything will 
be clean. 

And the fame spread about Jesus, and he was re- 
spected by all, so that the people kept him that he might 
not go away from them. But he said that he came to 
announce the good not only to one city, but to all men. 
And he went on to the sea. 

And a large multitude followed him from various 
cities. And he helped all. And he walked through 
cities and villages, everywhere announcing the kingdom 
of heaven and freeing men from all sufferings and vices. 

Thus in Jesus Christ were fulfilled the prophecies of 
Isaiah, namely, that the people who had lived in darkness, 
in the darkness of death, saw the light; that he who re- 
ceived this light of truth will do no violence and nc 
harm to men; that he is meek and humble; that, in 
order to bring truth to men in the world, he does not dis- 
pute and cry; that bis loud voice is not heard; that he 
will not break a straw and will not blow out a night 
candle, and that the whole hope of men is in him. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


2. O de’ Iwdvyns axov- 
cas év TO Oecuwrnolp 
Ta &pya Tov Xpicto, 
méuwas d00 Tv uadnt Gv 
curod, 

3. Eirev aitg, Dv eid 
épxouevos, 7) repov mpoc- 
OoK@mev ; 


CHAPTER III. 


JOHN 


Matt. xi. 2. Now when 
John had heard in the 
prison the works of 
Christ,« he sent two? of 
his disciples, 


3. And said unto him, 
Art thou he that should 
come, or do we look for 
another? 


(a) Many texts read of Jesus. 


(6) Many texts have dua instead of dvo. 


CHRISTS TESTIMONY CONCERNING 


2. John heard in the 
prison about the works 
of Jesus, and through 
his disciples he said to 
him, 


3. Art thou he that 
should come, or shall we 
look for another? 


Aca is better, 


because the number of disciples is unnecessary. 


John in the wilderness preached ‘the kingdom of God, 
and said after him would come the one who was mightier 


than he, and would renovate by the spirit. 
John sends to find out whether he was 


Jesus’ works, 


Hearing of 


that person, or whether another would come, that is, 


whether Jesus is fulfilling his two predictions, 


the an- 


nouncement of the establishment of the kingdom and of 
the renovation by the spirit. 


4. Kal daroxpifels 6 
*Inoods elev avrots, Mo- 
pevlévres amayyelNate 
‘Iwdvyn & dxovere Kal 
BYérere: 

5. Tupdr0ot dvaBré- 
movat, Kal xwdol mepiTra- 
rovot' dempol Kabaptl- 


Matt. vi. 4. Jesus an- 
swered and said unto 
them, Go and shew John 
again those things 
which ye do hear and 
see: 


5. The blind receive 
their sizht, and the lame 
walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf 
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4, And in reply Jesus 
said to them, Go and 
tell John those things 
which you hear and see 


5. The blind see, the 
Jame walk, the deaf hear, 
the impure are cleansed, 
the dead wake up, and 
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fovrar, kal kwpol aKov- 
ovat vexkpol éyelpovrat, 


Kal mrwxol evayyedtfov- th 


Tal" 

6, Kal paxdpids éo- 
tiv, ds éav wy oKavdaNnl- 
oOn év éeuol, 


hear, the dead are raised 

up, and the poor have 

the gospel preached? to 
em. 


6. And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall not be 
offended¢ in me. 
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the poor learn of their 
good. 


6. And happy is he 
who will not renounce 
me. 


(a) cxavdarifew év Tu means to be offended by one, and 


In 


to renownce one. Matt. xiii. 57; xvii. 27; xxvi. 31. 
reply to John’s question, Art thou he who will come and 
reveal the kingdom of heaven, he says, Tell them that 
happy are all those who do not turn away from me. 

(b) mrwxol evayyerGovta. In Luke and Matthew 
these words stand last. Everywhere this is translated by 
the good is announced to the poor. The meaning of the 
translation is almost correct, but the translation itself is 
not quite correct. In Luke xvi. 16 it says 17) Baowdeta 
Tov Oeod evayyediferar and that is not translated by the 
gospel is preached to the kingdom, but by the kingdom of 
God is preached. Thus here it ought to be translated by 
the poor are evangelized, that is, the poor receive the an- 
nouncement of the good, or the poor learn of their good. 
On the other hand, these words express the same as 
what is said in the words, Blessed are the poor; in 
Matthew and in Luke these words stand last, showing 
thus that the whole essence of the matter is in them. 
And it must not be forgotten that all the subsequent dis- 
course only develops and explains this idea about the 
blessedness of the poor in contradistinction to the rich 
Pharisees and lawyers. 


The words from Luke vii. 21 are evidently put in as an 
explanation of the intelligible words about the blind 
seeing, ete. 

John asks, Dost thou announce the kingdom which 
was preached by the prophet Isaiah (xxv. 5; Ixi. 1), and 
of which I said that it is at hand, and that for its attain- 
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ment nothing but the purification by the spirit is needed ? 
And Jesus replies, Go and tell him what you see, namely, 
that men are now blessed in the spirit. What Isaiah has 
prophesied is fulfilled: all men are blessed in the spirit. 
The poor have learned of blessedness. 


7. Totrwy dé mropevo- 
pévav, ipéato 6 “Inaods 
Aéyerv Tots &xois trepl 
"Iwdvvov, Th é&h)dOere 
eis Thy Epnuov Oedoa- 
oGar; Kddapmov Wd avé- 
pov ganevomevor ; 

8. "ANXAG Th e&AdOeTE 
idetv ; &vOpwrrov év uada- 
Kois inariow nudrecué- 
vov; ldovd, of Ta wadaka 
popovyres év Tots olkous 
TOV Baciéwy eiciv. 

9, “ANAd ri é&jOere 
idetv; mpopyrny; vat, 
éyw buiv, Kal mepicod- 
TEpov TpopHrou: 

10. Obros ydp éore 
wept ov ryéypamTal, 
“dod, ya damocré\kw 
Tov dryyerdy jou mpd 
mpoowmouv gov, ds kaTa- 
oKevdoe. Thy O0dy gov 
Eumpoobév cov"? 

11. “Auhy réyw dpiv, 
OvK eynyeprat ev yevyn- 
Tots Yyuvatk@v pelfwv 
*Twdvvov Tod BarricTod- 
6 6é yuKpérepos ev TH 

_Bacirela Trav ovtpavdr 
uelfwy avdrov éorty, 


Matt. wi. 7. And as 
they departed, Jesus 
began to say unto the 
multitudes concerning 
John, What went ye out 
into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken 
with the wind? 


8. But what went ye 
out for to see? A man 
clothed in soft raiment? 
behold, they that wear 
soft clothing are in 
kings’ houses. 


9. But what went ye 
out for to see? <A 
prophet? yea,I say unto 
you, and more than a 
prophet. 


10. For this is he, of 
whom it is written, Be- 
hold, I send my mes- 
senger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. (Mal. 
ili. 1.) 


11. Verily I say unto 
you, Among them that 
are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist: 
notwithstanding, he 
that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.? 


7. When they went 
away, Jesus began to 
talk to the multitudes 
concerning John, What 
did you go to see in 
the wilderness? A reed 
shaken in the wind? 


8. Or what else did you 
go out to see? A man 
clothed in rich raiment? 
Here they are before 
you, those who wear 
rich raiment and Jive in 
ease, — they live in pal- 
aces. 

9, So what did you go 
out to see? A prophet? 
Verily, I shall tell you 
about what is greater 
than a prophet, 


10. This is he, of whom 
it is written, I send a 
messenger before thy 
face; he shall prepare 
the way before thee. 


11. Verily I tell you, 
No greater man has been 
born of a woman than 
John the Baptist. The 
least here is there, 
in the kingdom of God, 
greater than all. 


(a) Aéyw bwiv, Kal tepicodtepov mpodpytov I will tell 
you what is greater than a prophet. 
(b) Generally the words 6 6€ puxpdrepos év TH Bacthela 
Tov ovpavev pelSwov avTod éotw are translated by the least 


in the kingdom of God ts greater than he. 


This translation 


is incorrect, because the least in the kingdom of God is 
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opposed to the greatest in something else. It ought to 
be: the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he who is not in the kingdom. This translation is incor- 
rect chiefly because it violates the meaning of everything 
which precedes and which follows. It has just been said 
that John is grecter than ali men, and suddenly he is 
less than the least in the kingdom of heaven, whereas 
Jesus preaches only the kingdom of heaven for all; avrod 
is here an adverb and means ¢here, and then the meaning 
is connected with the rest of the discourse. 

John is less, more insignificant than all, according to 
the judgment of men; he is a beggar. But it says that 
the most insignificant is the greatest in the kingdom of 
God; the same is many times repeated in the gospels, 
beginning with the sermon where it says that blessed are 
the poor, and not the rich. Besides, the words puxpos, 
éyas, as used in the gospels, have to be translated not 
by small and great, but by imsignificant, low, and impor- 
tant, high. 


Luke xvi. 16. The law 16. The law and the 


16. ‘O vduos Kat of 
mpopAra: ws *“Iwdvvov: 
amd TéTe 7 Bacirela Tod 
Oceot ebayyerlferar, Kal 
mas els abrhy Bidfera. 

13. Ildvres yap oi 
mpopnra: Kal 6 vduos 
&ws Iwdvvov mpoepirev- 
cay: 

14. Kal ef 6édere 
défacOar, avrés esti 
"HNlas 6 uéd\A\wy epxeo- 
Bat. 


and the prophets were 
until John: since that 
time the kingdom of 
God is preached, and 
every man presseth¢ into 


it. 

Matt. wi. 13. For all 
the prophets and the 
law prophesied until 
John. 


14, And if ye will re- 
ceive it, this is Elias, 
which was for to come, 


prophets were before 
John. Since that time 
the kingdom of God has 
been preached and every 
man passes into it ac- 
cording to his strength. 

13. For all the prophets 
and the law before John 
expressed the will of 
God. 


‘14. If vou will, receive 
him as Elijah, who was 
to come, 


(2) In Matthew xi. 12 it says, From the days of John 


the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. In Luke it 
says, Kal was els avtiv Bidbera, that is, pushes his way 
in as if by force in a crowd, Therefore, choosing Luke’s 
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version, which is more exact, I render the word Aiafouat 
by to enter according to his power. 

(6) mpopnredo means to have the power of prophecy, to 
express the will of God. 


What is said is that the law and all the prophets 
expressed the will of God before John. All that came 
to an end with John. From his time on the kingdom of 
God is taken by internal effort, and so everything which 
was said before the coming of Elijah has to be abandoned. 
If you think that Elijah must come before the coming of 
God, you may regard John as having come in the place 


of Elijah. 


15. ‘O éyawv 
dxovery dKovéTw . 


Ora 


Matt. wi. 15, He that 
hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 


15. He who wants to 
understand will under- 
stand. 


This expression is three times repeated in Matthew, 
and each time in those passages where the words may 


‘have a double meaning. 


This expression 1s a warning 


that the words are not to be taken coarsely, but in a 


transferred sense. 


29. Kal mas 6 dads 
adkxotoas kal of TeX Ovar 
édixalwoav Tov Qéedr, 
Barticbévres 7d Bar- 
Tiga "lwdvvou- 

30. Ob dé Papicator 
katoi voucxol Thy Boudhy 
Tod Ocod 7Oérnoay eis 
éavrTovs, py BamricGév- 
res br avrod. 

831. Eire 5é¢ 6 Kupuos, 
Tin ofv 6uoudow Tovs 
avOparovs THs ‘yeveds 
taitys; Kat thy eloly 
Soro ; 

82. “Oporol elor racdi- 
ous Tots év ayopa Kabrpé- 
pois, Kal mporpwvovor 
adAHdos, Kal Néyovauy, 


Luke vii. 29. And all 
the people that heard 
him, and the publicans, 
justified God, being bap- 
tized with the baptism 
of John. 


30. But the Pharisees 
and lawyers rejected the 
counsel of God against 
themselves, being not 
baptized of him. 


31, And the Lord said, 
Whereunto then shall I 
liken the men of this 
generation ?« and to what 
are they like? 


32. They are like unto 
children sitting in the 
market-place, and call- 
ing one to another, and 
saying, We have piped 


29. And all the rabble 
heard him and the tax- 
collectors justified God, 
having been purified by 
John’s purification. 


30. But the Pharisees 
and lawyers rejected 
the counsel of God, not 
being purified by John. 


31. And Jesus said, To 
whom are the men of 
this tribe to be likened? 


32. They are like little 
ehildren. The children 
sit in the street and 
prattle with one another. 
They say, We are play- 
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HirAjoaper vulv, kal 
ovK wpxnoacbe: EOpnvy- 
capev vty, Kal ovK 
éxX\avoare. 

33. "“EAjAvde yap 
"‘lwdvyns 6 BamrioTis 
pare dptov écOlwy unre 
oivov mivwy, kal NéyeETe, 
Aawoviov éxeu: 

34. “"EAjAvoev 6 vids 
700 dvOpwrrou éobiwy Kal 
mivwv, Kal Néyere, dod 
dvOpwiros payos kal oivo- 
morns, TEAWwYaY Ppidos 
kal duapTwray, 

85. Kal édicarwOn 4 
copia amd Tay TékvwY 
auras WavT wy. 


unto you, and ye have 
not danced; we have 
mourned to you, and ye 
have not wept. 


33. For John the Bap- 
tist came neither eating 
bread nor drinking 
wine; and ye say, He 
hath a devil. 


34, The Son of man is 
come eating and drink- 
ing; and ye say, Behold 
a gluttonous man, anda 
winebibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners! 


35. But wisdom is jus- 
tified of all her chil- 
dren.? 
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ing, and you do not 
dance; we mourn, and 
you do not weep. 


33. John came, and he 
does not eat, nor drink, 
and you say, The devil 
is in him. 


34. The son of man 
comes and eats and 
drinks, and you say, He 
is an eating man and 
a drunkard, a _ friend 
of tax-collectors and of 
pecple who err. 


35. And wisdom is jus- 
tified by its works. 


(a) Men of this tribe evidently refers to the Pharisees. 
(>) In many texts it reads épyov; the meaning is the 
same, but clearer, and so I choose épyov. 


The obscure place about the children becomes clear 


when it is referred to the Pharisees and lawyers, that is, 
to the rich proprietois in distinction from the rabble and 
despised tax-collectors. The idea is that, in order-to find 
out God, the Pharisees and lawyers accept the teaching 
from one another. 


John v. 43. I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive 
me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive. 


44, How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 


They prattle like children in the street, and so marvel 
why they are not listened to and why they do not under- 
stand. But how are they to understand since they hear 
only themselves? They want to make merry, and John 
demands repentance and the rejection of wealth. They 
want fasts, the observance of the Sabbath, the rejection of 
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the sinners, — while Jesus orders neither fasts, nor the 
observance of the Sabbath, nor the rejection of the sinners. 


THE UPBRAIDING OF THE CITIES 


20. Tére Hptaro dvedltev ras 1é- 
deus, év als EyévovTo ai rrelora Suva- 
ues adTov, dre ov pwerevdnoay: 

21. Oval cot, Xopagiv, oval cor, 
ByOcatddv: bru ef év Tipw kal Diddu 
éeyévavto ai dSuvdues ai yevduevar év 
Yutv, madar av év odkkw Kal orod@ 
perevonoar. 

22. IIAyy Néyw vutv, Tipw xat 
DiGu dvexrorepov tora ev juéoa 
Kploews, 7) bucv, 

23. Kal od, Karepvaodu. 7 ews 
Tov otpavod WWwhetca, ws Gdou KaTa- 
BiBacOjon: dru ei év Doddiuos éyévovro 
al duvdmers al yevduevac év col, Euecvav 
av wéxpt THS oHmEpov : 

24. IINny Adyw buiv, dre yp Dodd- 
Mwy avexTorepoyv ecTar ev juepa xpl- 
gews, 7) ool. 


Matt. xi, 20. Then began he to up- 
braid the cities wherein most of his 
mighty works« were done, because 
they repented not: 

21. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe 
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the 
mighty works, which were done in 
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. 


22. But I say unto you, It shall be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the day of judgment, than for you. 


23. And thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the 
mighty works, which have been done 
ih thee, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained? until this aay. 


24. But I say unto you, That it shall 
be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment, than 
for thee. 


(a) duvapes is translated by miracle, a meaning which 


it never had. 


(b) €ueway refers to.Sodom, though it stands in the 


plural and in context with dvvdues. 


Just so petevonaav 


in the 20th verse refers to some unknown persons, though 


in context with dvvdyes. 


These verses, translated as they are, not only fail to be 


instructive, but even make no sense. 
If they did not believe his miracles, 


braid the cities ? 


Why does he up- 


there evidently was no need of performing them, or he did 
not perform enough and did them badly. But even if he 
upbraids them for their unbelief of the miracles, what is 
meant by the words that if the same miracles were per- 
formed in Tyre and in Sidon as in Chorazin and Capernaum, 
they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes, and if the 
same were performed in Sodom as in Capernaum, it would 
have remained until this day 2 
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Besides, this translation does not connect with what 
precedes, nor with what follows. Suddenly, on the occa- 
sion of the explanation of John’s meaning and of the 
kingdom of heaven there begins a vituperation of the cities. 
Such is the meaning, or, rather, the absence of meaning. 
The translation is quite arbitrary, and nothing but an 
absurdity results from it. 

I have tried to translate differently, but I must confess 
even my translations do not remove all the difficulties, 
and so this passage, obscure as it is and containing 
neither a negation of what precedes or follows, nor any 


new meaning, must remain unintelligible. 


THE 


20. Ezepwrnels dé 
bro tv hapicaiwy, wore 
épxeTat 7 Baoirela Tov 
Ocot, amexplOn advrots, 
kal eimev, OvK Epxerar 4 
Baowhela rod Ocot pera 
TApaTnpnoews: 

21. Ovdé épodary, 150d 
be, 7, “dod exe? idcd 
yap, 7 Baciela Tod Geot 
évTos budy éoruv. 

25. Kal épodouv duty, 
"1600 Géde, 9. L500 exe? 
un améNOnre, unde dih- 
énre. 

24. “Qomep yap 4 do- 
Tpamrh 7 aoTpdrrovea 
éx Tis br ovpavoy eis 
Thy bm obpavdy dures, 


ottws ora Kal 6 vids 
Tov dvOpdmrov év rq 


nuépa avrod. 


COMING 


Inke «vii. 20. And 
when he was demanded 
of the Pharisees, when 
the kingdom of God 
should come, he an- 
swered them and said, 
The kingdom of God 
cometh not with obser- 
vation: 


21. Neither shall they 
say, Lo here! or, lo 
there! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is 
within you. 

23, And they shall say 
to you, See here; or, see 
there: go not after them, 
nor follow them. 


24. For as the light- 
ning, that lighteneth 
out of the one part un- 
der heaven, shineth unto 
the other part under 
heaven; so shall also 
the Son of man be in 
his day. 


OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


20. And the Pharisees 
asked Jesus, When and 
how does the kingdom 
of God come ? And he 
answered them, The 
kingdom of God does 
not come in such a way 
that it can be seen. 


21. And it cannot be 
said about it, Here it is, 
or, There it is, for the 
kingdom of God is with- 
in you. 

23. And they shall say 
to you, Here it has come, 
or, Here it is; do not go, 
do not run after it. 


24. For it shines sud- 
denly, like sheet light- 
ning in the sky; and so 
shall also be the 30n of 
man in his time. 


THE DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS 


1.°Hy 68 &vOpwmros 


éx TOv bapicalwy, Nixd- 


Snpos dvoua avT@, dpxwy 


T&v’Tovdalwy. 


John wi. 1. There was 
aman of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, 
ruler of the Jews: 


1. There was a man,a 
Pharisee, named Nico- 


a demus, a Jewish elder. 
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2. Obtros HAGe mpds 
rov “Inoodv vuKrds, Kal 
elev aT @, ‘PaBBpi, ofda- 
mev Ore ard Oeod éAyjdv- 
Gas iddoKaros: ovdels 
yap Tatta Ta onueta 
OvvaTar outy ad ad 
movels, éav un 7 6 Oeds 
per avrod. 

3.’ AmexplOn 6’ Inaods 
kal eimev at’r@, “Apuhy 
dunv Néyw cor, Eav uh 
Tis yevynOn dvabev, ov 
Ovvarar ldety Thy pa- 


2. The same came to 
Jesus by night, and said 
unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these 
miraclese that thou 
doest,o except God be 
with him. 


3. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be borne 
again,? he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 
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2. He came to Jesus at 
night, and said to him, 
Sil, we know that thou 
comest from God _ to 
teach, for no man would 
be able to prove it in 
such a way, if God were 
not with him, 


3. And Jesus replied 
to him, Verily, I tell 
thee, Only he who is not 
begotten by God from 
above can fail to under- 
stand what the kingdom 
of God is. 


gitelav Tod Qeod. 


(4) onpeiov means a sign by which 
nized. 

(b) mrovety besides meaning to do, in connection with 
a noun expressing action loses its meaning and acquires 
the meaning of the action of the noun, for example, 
mpofecw trovetvy to make up the mind (Eph. ii. 11), 
0 Towoas TO édeos to be merciful (Luke x. 37), and so 
forth. oneta trocetv has to be translated by to prove. 

(¢) yevvdopat to be begotten, to be born of the Kather. 
The expression, To be born from above, means to be 
begotten by God the Kather. 

(d) dvabev from above, from him who is in heaven, 
from God, because later this word is exchanged for 
“from God.” To avoid obscurity, I translate it from 
heaven, that is, from the Eternal One. 


something 1s recog- 


To the words of Nicodemus, We know that thou art 
from God, and so forth, Jesus replies by speaking of the 
kingdom of God. The absence of any connection in 
Jesus’ answer and the words of Nicodemus has been 
noticed by all. But it seems to me that if the discourse 
with Nicodemus is to be understood as it is always under- 
stood, there is not only no connection between the words 
of Nicodemus and those of Jesus, but the werds of Nico- 
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demus have absolutely no meaning, ask for no answer, 
and ought to be omitted as superfluous. 

The words of Nicodemus acquire a meaning only when 
we recall that to the words of Nicodemus ought to be 
added the following: How then sayest thou that no wor- 
ship and no temple is needed, and yet thou speakest of 
the kingdom of God ? 

Nicodemus sees that the teaching is just and important, 
but from everything which Jesus has said heretofore, he 
sees that he rejects the divine worship, and he fails to see 
how there can be a kingdom of God without the Jewish 
God who is worshipped in the temple. He does not com- 
prehend that, and in the night he comes all alone to 
Jesus and asks him, How is it thou teachest about the 
kingdom of God, and yet destroyest every relation to 
God? This meaning results from the preceding, the 
destruction of the temple, and from the following, 
the answer of Jesus, who speaks of what his God is, 
and what he understands by the words, “the kingdom 
of God.” 

It is evident that if the words which connected the 
remark of Nicodemus with Jesus’ answer, in relation to 
the Jewish God, ever existed, they were thrown out 
or changed by the copyists, who believed in the Jewish 
God. But even without these words the connection of 
the words is evident, if they are understood in the sense 
of what precedes. 

The teaching of Christ is expressed in his preaching 
of the kingdom of God; at the same time he rejects 
every execution of the law and the worship of the 
external God. 

The idea of Nicodemus is as follows: Thou preachest 
the kingdom of God, and yet deniest the Jewish God. 
What, then, is thy kingdom of God and thy God? And 
with the very first words Jesus says to Nicodemus, as 
it 1s written (Luke xvii. 23), that the kingdom of God 
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is always here, that it is within us, that it is impossible 
not to see the kingdom of God, that a man could only 
then fail to see the kingdom of God, if he were not begot- 
ten by God. The conventional form of the third and 
fifth verses does not signify that it is to begin from God 
and that man must try and be reborn from above and 
from the spirit, as the church understands it and as it has 
no sense, but that every man, for the very reason that 
he is a man, is inevitably begotten from above and from 


the spirit. 


4. Aéyer mpos avrop 
5 Nuxdénuos, Ids dvva- 
Tai &vOpwrros yevynOjvar 
yépwyv Oy; ph dbvarat 
els THY KotAlav THS pN- 
Tpos avTov devTEpor eiaen- 
Oety kai yevvnOjvar ; 


John wi. 4. Nicode- 
mus saith unto him, 
How can a man be borne 
when he is old ? can he 
enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb, 
and be born ? 


4. And Nicodemus said, 
How can a man be begot- 
ten when he is old? He 
cannot enter a second 
time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born. 


(a) The meaning of yevvdopat as to be begotten. by the 


Sather is confirmed by these words of Nicodemus. 


Nico- 


.demus says, Man was begotten before he was born, by 
the flesh from the father, how can he be begotten once 


more ? 


It is necessary to be destroyed and again to be begotten 


by God. 


Nicodemus, in his lack of comprehension, repeats word 
church says of Jesus’ procreation from 
Ghost in the sense of a carnal father. 


for word what the 
Mary by the Holy 


5. "Amexpl0n 6 "In- 
cots, "Auhv duhv réyw 
co, Kav uh rus yervndn 
é& UdaTos kal ILveduaros, 
ov dtvarat eloedOety els 
THv Bacirelav Tod Oeod. 

6. Td yeyevynudvoy éx 
THS gapKods odp& éoru 
kal TO yeyevynuévoy ex 
Tod IIveduaros mvevud 
€FTL 


John tii. 5. Jesus an- 
swered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of watere 
and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the king- 
dom of God. 


6. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 


5, And Jesus answered 
him, Verily, I tell thee, 
He who is not begotten 
by the flesh and also by 
the spirit cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. 


6. That which is begot- 
ten by the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is begot- 
ten by the spirit is spirit. 
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8. Td mvedua drov 
bddex Tel, Kal THY Pwvny 
avTod axoves, dAX ovK 
oldas médev epxera Kal 
mov wumdye. olTws éotl 
mwas 6 ‘yeyevynudvos €K 
Tod Ivevparos. 


8. The wind bloweth 
where? it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. 
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8. The spirit blows 
wherever and whenever 
it pleases, and thou un- 
derstandest its voice, 


but canst not tell whence ~ 


it comes, and whither it 
goes. So is every one 
that is begotten by the 
spirit. 


(a) Sp not only means water, but also the liquid part 


of the human body, liquid flesh. 


with came there out blood and water. 
(>) écrov means indiscriminately where and when. 
I transpose verses eight and seven, because according 


‘John xix. 34: And forth- 


to our manner of thought and of language it is more natu- 
ral first to give the explanation and then to add, And so 
do not wonder, than to say, as is said in John, That thou 


mightest not wonder at what I tell thee, and then give 
the explanation. 


7. Mh Oavyaons dre 
elrrév cot, Ae? buds yevyn- 
Onvat dvwev. 


7. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, ye must 
be born again. 


7. And so do not mar- 
vel, because I have told 
thee that we must be 
begotten by God. 


The eighth verse has an important and profound mean- 
ing. And so has every word of this verse an important 
and profound meaning, and this meaning is not at all 
mysterious and mystical, but exceedingly clear, though 
profound. 

First it was said, in the third verse, that man must be 
begotten from heaven, that is, by God. When Nicode- 
mus understood this procreation in a carnal sense, Jesus 
said that besides the carnal procreation there is also a 
procreation by something else than the flesh. In order 
to express what this something other is, the word spirit 
is used. 

Now we get the explanation that in man there is flesh 
of flesh, and spirit of spirit; in the eighth verse he defines 
what is the principle of the carnal life, and says, The 
spirit, that is, that which is not flesh; blows, that is, 
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moves and lives where and when it. pleases, that is, freely, 
independently of everything, by itself; and thou under- 
standest its voice, that is, rationally; but canst not tell 
whence it comes, and whither it goes, that is, outside 


cause and outside result, outside the law of causality. 
It is necessary to say, The spiritual principle lives 


freely, rationally, and outside of cause and purpose. 


Let 


them say it so that every man may understand it, and it 
is not possible to say it in any other way than it is said. 


9. “AmexplOn Nixddn- 
wos kal eirev adr@, Ids 
OUvatrar Tadra yevéo Oar ; 

10. ’Amexpl0n 6 “In- 
cots Kal elev adT@, Dv 
ef 6 dvddoKados Tod ’Io- 
panr, kal ratira ob yevw- 
TKELS ; 

11. 'Auhy duh Néyw 
aot, bre 6 oldamev Aadod- 
pev, kal 6 éwpdxapev 
papTupodmev' Kal THY 
papruplay judy ob Aap- 
Bavere. 

12. Ei ra ériyea 
elrov wiv, Kal ov qmL- 
oreveTe, TOs, éav eirw 
tuly Ta émovpdvia, T- 
TTEVTETE ; 

13. Kal ovdels dvaBé- 
Byxev eis Tov odpavor, ef 
uh 6 éx TOU ovpavod KaTa- 
Bas, 6 vids Tov dvOpwrou 
6 dy év TH obpavg. 


John iti. 9. Nicodemus 
answered and said unto 
him, How can _ these 
things be ? 

10. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Art thou 
a master of Israel, and 


knowest not these 
things ?4 
11. Verily, verily, I 


say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and 
testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive nct 
our witness. 


12. If I have told you 
earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall 
ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things ?4 


13. And no mane hath 
ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down 
from heaven, even the 
Son of man@ which is in 
heaven.¢ 


_ 9. And Nicodemus said 
iS reply, How can that 
e? 


10. And Jesus an- 
swered him, Thou art a 
teacher and dost not un- 
derstand these things. 


11. Verily, I tel! thee, 
We speak of what we 
know, and show what 
we have seen, but you 
do not receive’ the 
proofs of our testimony. 


12. [ have told you of 
what is upon earth, and 
you do not believe; how, 
then, shall you believe, 
if I tell you of what is 
in heaven ? 


13. Fore no man has 
ascended heaven, but he 
that came down from 
heaven, the son of man, 
the one who is in heaven. 


(a) The question mark is unnecessary here. Jesus 
says, Thou, as a teacher of Israel, of course, canst not 


know that. 


(b) ra émtyea and ra éoupdma are incorrectly trans- 
lated by earthly and heavenly things; they mean that 
which is on earth and im heaven. 

(c) In many texts it is ovdels 57. 
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(d) Here we, for the first time, come across the expres- 
sion son of man. In the verse about the Sabbath, where 
it said, The Sabbath was made by the son of man, this 
expression had the meaning simply of man. In the verse, 
The angels will ascend and descend, this expression may 
be taken simply in the sense of man, in the particular 
sense which Jesus ascribes to it. But here the meaning 
is clearly defined in a particular semse. 

Before this it was said that in man there is present a 
spirit begotten from heaven by God, begotten by the 
spirit; but now it says that no man has ever been in 
heaven with God, no man has ascended to God, and 
so we cannot speak about God; but from God in heaven 
came down, was begotten, the son of the spirit, the spirit 
of man, the one which always remains in heaven with 
God. And so the son of man means spirit, the son of the 
spirit In man. 

For him who knows the Gospel, it is superfluous to 
quote the passages in which the expression son of man 
and son of God are used, when applied to men. In all 
the passages they have the same meaning. 


John vi. 27. The son of man, for whom God the Father hath 
sealed, 


Matt. v. 45. That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven. 


: a: vi. 85. Ye shall be the children of the Highest, and so 
orth. 


(e) 6 dv év tO o'pav@ word for word he who is in 
heaven. To be in heaven means to be God ; the heavenly 
and the divine are the same. And so he who is in 
heaven means he who is God. 


14. KalxadosMwofs _ John iti. 14. And as 14. And as Moses ex- 


tywce tov dpi év rH 


éojuw, ottws wWwORvar 
del Tov vidv Tod dvOpd- 
Tov: 


Moses lifted up¢ the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: 


alted the serpent in the 
wilderness (that men 
should not perish) even 
so the son of man must 
be exalted. 
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(a) trpcew means to raise up, exali, lift oneself, in the 
spiritual sense, in pride (Luke i. 25; Acts xii. 17; 
2 Cor. xi. 7, and in many other places). From the 
context, where mention is made of the serpent which 
Moses commanded the Jews to worship, and the worship 
of which saved them, the word must be taken in the 
sense of “deifying.” In order fully to understand the ex- 
pression, To lft up like a serpent in the wilderness, we 
must understand what was said about the serpent in the 
wilderness. 


Numbers xxi. 5. And the people spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 

6. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 

7. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have ~ 
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; 
pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the people. 

8. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one 
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 

9. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole ; 
and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 


That is what is said about the serpent in the Book 
of Numbers. Zo exalt the son of man as Moses exalted 
the serpent means to treat the son of man as the Jews 
treated the serpent in the wilderness, that is, that men 
should rely upon him and should look to him for their 
salvation and life. 

In the Book of the Wisdom of Solomon, XVI., it says 
about the same: 


And they (the Jews) were perishing by the bites of crooked 
serpents, thy wrath continued not to the uttermost; but for 
admonition were they troubled for a short space, having a token 
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of salvation, to put them in remembrance of the command- 


nents of thy law: 


because of that which was beheld, but because ot thee, 


Saviour of all. 


for he that turned toward it was not saved 


the 


And so, to exalt the son of God im man, as Moses ex- 
alted the serpent, means ¢o give a picture of salvation. 


‘ 


« _ 

15. Iva mas 0 m- 

, Jaf +3 
orebwy els avTov un ard- 
2 > yg \ 
Anrat, GAN Exy SwHy 
alwviov. 

16. Otrw yap Hya- 
mnoev 6 Oeds Tov KdcpOr, 
wore Tov vidvy abrov TOY 
poovoyevh COwker, iva mas 
6 micTedwy es avTOV LN 
2 3 > » ‘6. A 
amodynrat, AdAX Exn (ony 


Johniii. 15. That who- 
soever believeth in him 
should not perish,¢ but 
have eternal? life. 


16. For God soc loved 
the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believ- 
eth in him should not 
perish, but have ever- 
Jasting life. 


15. That whosoever be- 
lieved in him should net 
perish, but should have 
non-temporal life. 


16. For God so loved 
the world of men, and 
gave his son, just such 
as he is, that all rely- 
ing on him should not 
perish, but have non- 
temporal life. 


ala@vov. 


(a) amodAvpe means to kill, destroy, perish. Since it is 
here put in contradistinction to the eternal life, its wean- 
ing obviously is to werish, be destroyed, die. 

(b) alévov means being outside of tume. 

(c) orw does not refer to doe, in tne first place, because 
in the whole Gospel there is no such correlation of the 
two particles, and it is not peculiar to the language of 
the Gospel; in the second place and chiefly, because such 
a correlation gives a most perverted meaning which is not 
in keeping with the whole sentence. 

God so loved that he gave his son,—as the church 
understands it, —is an impossible conception in relation 
to God. We can say of a man that he so loved that he 
gave away his last dollar, but of the infinite beginning, of 
God, we cannot speak of sacrifices of God. 

Otrtw ydp only connects what precedes with what 
follows. It was said that as Moses exalted the serpent, 
so it is necessary to exalt the son of man, sc that men 
should not die, but should have eternal life. 
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Now it says that, as Moses, loving his people, made a 
serpent that men should be saved, so God gave a son to 
the world that men might be saved. This verse and the 
next one answer the idea which Nicodemus must have 
had and which lives in all men when they think of the 
meaning of their life. Why did some one create me that 
I might die? it is to this feeling of each man that Jesus 
makes a reply. He said before that man may keep from 
perishing, from being destroyed; now he confirms this 
and says, God could not have given them his son, — life, 
— for their perdition, but that he loved the world and for 
its good gave it hfe, not that it might perish, but that it 
might be eternal. We must also understand that by the 
word God we must not understand in this place any par- 
ticular God, our God, or the Jewish God, — not at all any 
definite being. 

It was said before that no one has ever known God, 
and it was said that no man has ever been in heaven, but 
that there is he who has come down from heaven ; and it 
was said that man is born of the spirit, for here we must 
understand by God only the source, the beginning of the 
spirit in man. 

Of this beginning it was said that it loved the world, 
that is, that all we know of it is that it is subjectively 
love, objectively the good. 


i vap darré = John iii. 17. For God 17. For God sent his 
ee ve Use egdas sente not his Son into son into the world not 
Nev 6 Beds Tov vidv abTOY the world to condemne to punish the world, but 
els Tov KOopov iva Kpivn the world; but that the that the world might 
Tov Kbomor, aN iva world through him live through him. 


ow] 6 Kbopos 5¢ adrod. might be saved. 


(a) To come into the world, according to the Hebrew 
manner of expression, means to be born, and so sent into 
the world ought to be translated by bore for the world. 

(b) kécpos means world, in the popular sense, that is, 
all men. 
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(c) xptvew means to divide, weed out, separate, select, 
judge; but in the gospels, the epistles, and in the Acts, 
and especially in John, it has more frequently one mean- 
ing, that of to punish, which fits all the cases. 


John vii. 24. Judge not according to the appearance, but 
judge righteous judgment. 

John viii. 50. And I seek not mine own glory: there is one 
that seeketh and judgeth. 

John xviii. 31. Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and 
judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto 
him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death : 

Acts xziii. 8. Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, 
thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and 
commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 

Acts xxiv. 6. Who also hath gone about to profane the 
temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our 
law. 


And many other passages. In these historical passages 
the word has unquestionably that meaning. In the 
didactic parts, wherever the words xpivev and xpiouw 
occur, nothing but punish and penalty fit all the passages 
without exception. Such passages as — 


John v. 24. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto life. 

John xii. 47. And if any man hear my words, and believe uot, 
I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save 
the world. 

John xii. 31. Now is the judgment of this world; now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out. 

John wi. 17. For God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
ee the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved — 


show at once, since itis opposed to life, that by xpivew a 
mortal condition is meant. 
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God sent, gave his son to the world, bore a son for the 
world. No man has entered heaven, except the son of 
man who came down. Every man is born of God. Con- 
sequently the spirit, which is in man and which is born 
of God,and the son of man, who came down from heaven, 
and the son of God, who was given to the world, and the 
light which came into the world, — are one and the same. 

But the lght is what in the Introduction was called 
the comprehension Adyos. That the light means the same 
as the son of God and the son of man and spirit is con- 
firmed by what follows. 

And so we must keep in mind that all these appella- 
tions, (1) God, (2) spirit, (3) the son of God, (4) the son 
of man, (5) the light, and (6) the comprehension, have 
one and the same meaning and are used according to the 
relation that they bear to the subjects under discussion. 

When mention is made of its being the beginning of 
everything, it is called God; when it says that it is 
opposed to the flesh, it is called spirit; when it is used 
in relation to its source, it is called the scn of God; when 
reference is made to its manifestation, it is called the son 
of man; when it is mentioned in its correlation to reason, 
it is called light and comprehension. 
John iti. 18. He that 


18. ‘O mucretdwv els 18. Iie who believes in 


abrov od kplvera: 6 dé 
ph mictebwy On KéKpL- 
Ta, b7e ph memlorev- 
kev els TO Ovoua Tov 
poovoyevods viov Tod 
Oecod. 

19: Atrn 6€ éorw 7 
kplows, dru TO Pos EXHAv- 
fey eis Tov Kbopor, Kal 
nyamrnoav of dvOpwirot 
“adrov TO oKdbTos, 7 TO 
pas: Rv yap wovnpa av- 
TOV TH epya. 

20. Ilds yap 6 dadd\a 
mpdocwv pucet TO Pas, 


believeth on him is n-* 
condemned : but ne that 
believeth not is con- 


demned already, be- 
cause he hath not 
believed in the name 


of the only begottens 
Son of God. 


19. And this is the 
condemnation, that 
light is come into the 
world, and men loved 
darkness rather than 
light, because’ their 
deeds were évil. 


20. For every one that 
doeth evil? hateth the 


the 30n, will not be pun- 
ished; but he who does 
not believe is already 
punished, because he 
does not believe that 
the son is just such as 
God. 


19. And this punish- 
ment is that the light is 
come into the world, 
and men preferred dark- 
ness to light, because 
their deeds were evil, 


20. For whoever does 
evil spurns the light so 
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kal ovx €pxerar mpos TO 
pas, tva uh eeyxOn Ta 
épya avrod: 

21. ‘O 6& mowmy Thy 
arhbeav epxerat mpods 
Td pas, iva pavepwhh 


light, neither cometh to 
the light, leste his deeds 
should be reproved.4 


21. But he that doeth 
truth cometh to_ the 
light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, 
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that his deeds do not 
appear. 


21. But who lives in 
truth goes toward the 
light, so that his deeds 
are made manifest, 


that they are wrought 


> n~ \ Ba uy > 
avTrov Ta Epya, OTu ev F 
Pye in God. 


Oc@ éorw eipyacpéva. 


(a) povoyerns means one-born, the same in substance. 

(b) gavros means bad, insignificant, empty. 

(c) tva in the language of the Gospel, especially in 
John, has the meaning of écte so that, and it has this 
meaning here (¢f. John ix. 2, 39; xii. 38, 40; xvii. 9, 
323 Xix.24 7 Revealed 3 

(d) Many texts have davepot. 


The discourse with Nicodemus is a full exposition of 
all the principles of the teaching about the kingdom 
of God upon earth. This discourse is an explanation of 
what man is, what God, what life, and what the kingdom 
of God. This discourse is, on the one hand, a develop- 
ment of the main ideas expressed in the temptation in 
the wilderness, and, on:the other, an exposition, in the 
name of Jesus, of those principles of the teaching which 
are expressed in the Introduction in the name of the 
evangelist John. 

In the subsequent chapters of the Gospel of John, 
except the farewell discourse, in which is expressed 
what has not been fully evolved here, the same thing 
is explained from various sides, but the fundamental 
ideas are all expressed here. 

Chapter V., concerning the healing on the Sabbath, and 
Chapter VI., concerning the heavenly bread and the 
discourse in the temple, and the words uttered on the 
occasion of the healing of the man born blind, elucidate, 
illuminate, confirm many things, but all of them are said 
for certain occasions and are fragmentary, repeat what has 
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been said before, are not complete, and at times appear 
obscure, if we do not keep in mind the exposition of 
the discourse with Nicodemus, which elucidates the ideas 
expressed in the temptation and repeats the ideas of the 
Introduction. 

For a full comprehension of all the subsequent dis- 
courses we need a clear comprehension of these ideas. 


WHAT IS SAID IN THE DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS 


(1) In verses 1-5 it says: Besides the cause of life 
which one can see in the fetation of the child in the 
mother’s womb from a carnal father, there is also another 
cause of life, a non-carnal one. 

Jesus calls this non-carnal principle of life Father, 
spirit. It is that idea which was expressed by Jesus 
in his infancy in the temple, when he called God his 
Father, the same idea with which the temptation begins, 
If thou art the son of God, and which is also expressed 
in the answer, Man lives not by bread, but by what 
proceeds from the mouth of God, by the spirit. The 
same idea is expressed in the Introduction, In the be- 
ginning was the comprehension, Everything is born by 
him and without him. 

(2) Verses 7-9 express the idea that every man knows 
in himself the rational, free, non-carnal principle of life, 
and that he understands it, though he does not kuow 
its source. 

In the Introduction the same idea was expressed in 
verses 4 and 5: 


John i. 4. In him was life ; and the life was the light of men. 
5. And the light shineth in darkness ; and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. 


(3) In verses 11-13 it says that we cannot com- 
prehend what is in heaven, and that this non-carnal, 
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infinite principle is within us, but that we know this 
infinite principle, because in us, in men, is to be found 
this spirit, which came out of the infinite and itself 
is infinite, and that this spirit in man is that which we 
must regard as the beginning of all beginnings. 

The same idea is expressed in the Introduction: 


John i. 18. No man has seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him, 

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

2. The same was in the beginning with God. 


(4) In the fourteenth verse it says that this spirit in 
man, which comes out of the infinite and is related to 
him as the son is to the father, this infinite principle 
in man is that which shall deify, that is, take the place 
of the invented God, as a real and only God. 

The same is said in the words of John the Baptist, 
When the spirit shall purify men; the same is said to 
Nathanael, when it says, Heaven is open, and man is in 
communion with God. The same is said to the woman 
of Samaria, God is spirit and we must serve him in the 
spirit, with deeds. 

(5) In verse 15 it says that the belief in this only, true 
God frees men from perdition and gives them non-tem- 
poral life. 

The same thought is expressed in the Introduction: 


John 7. 10, He was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not. 

11. He came unto his own, and his own received liim not. 

12. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God. 

John xx. 31. But these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. 
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In verse 15 of the discourse with Nicodemus it says 
that faith in the son of man gives indestructible life. In 
the Introduction it was said that faith will make men 
sons of God. To believe in the son and have non-tem- 
poral life is one and the same. In the temptation it said 
the same when it said that Jesus after the temptation 
came to know the mighty spirit. 

(6) In verses 16 and 17 it says that if we have the 
highest good, life, then that which gave us that good must 
have wished our gocd, that is loved us, and so, though 
we cannot know the infinite principle itself, we know 
this much of it, that it is good (loves us), and its relation 
to us is love, and our life is good. 

But if God, loving us, gave us life, as a good, then he 
does not punish and destroy us, but gives us the real non- 
temporal life, without any evil. As is said in the epistle 
of John, God is light, and there is not the slightest dark- 
ness in him. And this life we have, reposing our life in 
that spirit, the light, God, who is the source of our life. 

The idea that the source of our life is love is expressed 
clearly and in detail in the parable about the vineyard and 
in the farewell discourse. 

(7) In verse 18 it says that non-temporal life is given 
us in our spirit, and that only by departing from the 
source of life we are destroyed temporally, and by not 
departing from it we have non-temporal life. 

The same idea is expressed in the temptation when, 
after Jesus has decided to serve God alone, the power of 
God came to serve him. 

(8) In verses 19-21 it says that what appears to us as 
punishment, death, annihilation, is not the consequence 
of some will without us, of God, as we imagine him to 
be, but the consequence of our will. 

In order clearly to understand this thought it is neces- 
sary to understand that Jesus has at no time said any- 
thing about the life after death; denying it, he said 


180 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


directly, Let the dead bury the dead; God is the God of 
the living, and not of the dead. All he said was that 
life had a temporal source, the flesh, and another, non- 
temporal, the spirit, the son of God. 

By relying on the source of temporal life, believing in 
it, man is destroyed, dies; but by relying only on the 
source of life, of the spirit, believmg only in it, the son 
of God, he has non-temporal, indestructible life. 

The manifestation of the comprehension in the world 
of life is like the manifestation of hght amidst darkness. 
And the relation of men to life -is just such as the 
relation of men to light. Just as it is in the power of 
each man to walk to the light or to depart from it, so it 
is in the power of each man tc walk to the comprehen- 
sion and life, or to depart from it. Perdition, the annihi- 
lation of men, is only an arbitrary departure from the 
comprehension and life, just as darkness is only an arbi- 
trary departure of men from light. 

The punishment consists in this, that men who do evil 
themselves depart from the comprehension and life. And 
here the comparison is made only as an identity: just 
as men who commit evil deeds do not like the light and 
do not walk to it, so that their deeds might not be seen, 
for they are bad, even so men who do wrong do not like 
the comprehension and do not walk toward it, that it 
may not be seen that their deeds are bad. 

To be in the light means to live in the comprehension, 
non-temporally ; to be in the darkness means to live out- 
side the comprehension, to perish. 

The same is expressed in the Introduction in verses 
4,5, and 10: 


Johni. 4. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. 

19. He was in the world, and the world was made by sae 
and the world knew him net. 
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The same is said in the temptation, when Jesus says 
that he is working for God only, that he has completely 
vanquished the devil. 

(9) All these ideas express what Jesus understands by 
the words kingdom of God, which John preached before 
him and preaches now. 

The discourse began by Jesus’ saying that every man 
from the time he is begotten by God is found in the king- 
dom of God, and the whole discourse expounds what it 
is necessary to understand by the kingdom of God and 
how to enter it. 

To exalt the son of God in man, to depend upon him, 
to live in the truth, means to be in the kingdom of God. 
To do the opposite means to destroy oneself and not be 
in the kingdom of God. The discourse with Nicodemus 
ends with the following words, God sent his son into the 
world, such as he himself is, the life of the compre- 
hension, and thus accomplished this, that every man 
may save himself from perdition and live non-temporally, 
be the son of the kingdom of God. 

The aim of God is not the death of men, but their life. 
Life, the light of the comprehension, is not given them 
for death, but for life. 

Those men who believe in the spirit, the son, live in 
the world of the comprehension, do not die, and remain 
in the kingdom of God; but those who do not believe in 
the light of the spirit, in the son, do not live, but die. 

Death consists only in this, that the light of life is 
given them, and they do evil and thus deprive themselves 
of life. 

Every man who does wrong goes out of the light of 
the comprehension and is destroyed, but he who livesrin 
the truth and remains in the light of the comprehension 
lives in the kingdom of God. 

The parable of the sower illuminates the thought of these 
words: the sower is God, the seed — the comprehension. 
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Men keep this comprehension as the wayside, the 
stones, the thorns, and the good ground retain the seed. 
Thus all understand it, and thus I, too, understand it. 

The difference between my understanding of it and 
that of the church consists in this, that I understand by 
the word God what Jesus has defined in his temptation, 
in the discourse with Nicodemus, in his talk with the 
woman of Samaria, and not God the Creator of the Jews, 
whom Jesus denied, and whom the church accepts. 

If God is an almighty, good, and omniscient God, as 
the church understands him, then there arises the ques- 
tion, Why, if he is good, has he created man such that he 
can be bad and perish? Why death ? 

Almighty and omniscient God might have abstained 
from creating evil and might have stopped evil, and yet 
he admitted its continuation and increase. Why has he 
sent to ruin men whom he could have freed from sin and 
death ? Why did he make the devil and allow him to fall ? 

In admitting God as the creator of everything, it is 
necessary, for the elucidation of this contradiction, to 
invent the devil, the fall of Adam, redemption, and grace. 

The lack of comprehension of the teaching of Christ 
concerning the rejection of the Jewish God, the Creator, 
and the substitution for this God of the one God the 
spirit, the Father of the son of man, the comprehension, 
inevitably led to the invention of meaningless, offensive, 
and immoral dogmas about the creation of evil spirits by 
God, about the redemption, and about everlasting tor- 
ments. It suffices to understand directly what has been 
said in the preceding chapters and in the whole Gospel 
about the son of man, the one-born Father, whom Jesus 
recognizes, in order that these contradictions should not 
exist. 

The parables concerning the sower and others, as it 
were, present the question as to what that is which men 
call evil, and answer that question. 
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Jesus has declared that no one has ever known God 
the creator, lawgiver, and judge, and that there is only a 
spirit in man, which has come out of the infinite prin- 
ciple, the son of the spirit, the light of the comprehension, 
and in it is life. 

In the discourse with Nicodemus it says that the 
source of life, God, gave life to the world, by loving it. 
It does not say that God loved each man, nor does it say 
so elsewhere ; but it does say that God loved the world, 
that is, men in general, and wanted to give them life, and 
so he gave the son to the world, and thus gave to the 
world, that is, to men in general, life and the possibility 
of entering the kingdom of God. And with this verse 
are connected the parables of the sower. 


PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


The first parable of the sower is an extreme representa- 
tion of what that God is who gave life to the world, and 
why and how he gave life to the world. This extreme 
representation about God, the beginning of everything, 
can be expressed only by a simile. 

The simile is as follows: The sower who likes the 
wheat and takes care of the wheat expresses God who 
loves the world and takes care of the world, and as the 
sower does not take care of each separate seed, so God 
does not take care of each separate man. As the sower 
takes care of the crop, knowing that, in spite of the loss 
of many seeds, there will be a crop, and sows the seed 
everywhere, so also Ged sows everywhere, knowing that 
in spite of the loss of many there will be a crop. 

And God does not any further enter into the affairs of 
the world, as that is expressed in the parable (Matt. iv. 
26-29). 

If we comprehend God as Jesus defines him, the 
accusation against God, that he has created the evil, 
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death, and therefore loves evil and death, is done away 
with. Asa Ttule it becomes a personal question which is 
irregularly transferred to the general phenomenon. The 
accusation preferred by man against God for having 
admitted death is like the accusation of the desire of 
its death which a birch seed, one out of a million, might 
prefer, because others are growing, while it falls into the 
river and perishes. He who has made millions-of seeds 
has not made millions that they might perish, but, on the 
contrary, that they might not perish, and so his aim is 
life, and not death. 

From the general standpoint, from the point of view of 
God, the beginnitig of everything, it is rational. 

But if you ask why death is in you, there is an internal 
answer to it (and this answer is given in the parable and 
in all the didactic passages in the Gospel). Because you 
want it. Each seed has the possibility of growing and 
bearing fruit, and each man has the possibility of becom- 
ing a son of God and of not knowing death. 

To the inexactness of the comparison in the explana- 
tion of the parable Jesus directs his attention, when he 
says in Luke, See how you understand it. Thus the 
parable answers the question from two sides, from the ex- 
ternal and from the internal side, and makes a clear 
division between the internal comprehension of the king- 
dom of God, — the aims and ways of Ged, and the inter- 
nal comprehension of the kingdom of God, the possibility 
which each has of entering into it. 


1. "Ev 6¢ 77 hpuépa 
éxelvyn, éEeNMwv 6’ Inoods 
amd THS olkias éxdOnro 
rapa THY Oddacoay 

2. Kal cuvynxdynoav 
mpos avrov 8x Not Tool, 
wore avrov els TO moto 
éuBdvTa Kabjobar Kal 
mwas 6 8xXos él Tov 
alyvadov elo HKeL. 


Matt. xiii. 1. The same 
day went Jesus out of 
the house, and sat by the 
sea side. 


2. And great multi- 
tudes were gathered to- 
gether unto him, so that 
he went into a ship, and 
sat; and the whole mul- 
titude stood on the 
shore. 


1. Jesus went out of 
the house, and sat down 
by the sea. 


2. And such a multi- 
tude gathered around 
him that he left the 
shore and went into a 
ship; and the multitude 
stood on the shore. 
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3. Kat €dddnoev ad- 
rots mo\\a €y trapa- 
Bodats, Néywr, ’ 150d, 
efpdOev 6 aomelpwv Tov 
omelpev. 

4. Kal éyévero év Ta 
omeipav, 6 ev rece 
Tapa Thy oddv, Kal AGE 
Ta Tereva TOO ovpavod 
kal katépayev avro. 

5. “Addo 6€ Srecev 
émi 70 meTp@des, dou 
ov elxe yy moh 
kal et0éws é&avérere, 
dua TO ph Exev Bdbos 
Ys 

6. ‘“Hdlov 6é dvarel- 
Aavros éxavuaticbn, cat 
Oa 7rd uh exe pleav 


éEnpavOn. 

7. Kal dd\do érecev 
eis rds adkdvOas- Kal 
avéBnoav ai dKkavOa, 


kal ouvérméay avd, Kal 
Kaptov ovK €0wke. 

8. Kal d\do érecev 
els Thy yhv Thy Kadhy: 
kal é€dld0v Kaprov dva- 
Balvovra kat avédvorra, 
kal @pepev éy rpidxovra, 
wal év é&jxovra, Kal éyv 
éxat ov. 

9. Kal Xevyev avrois, 
‘O éxwyv Gra dxovecv 
dxoverw. 


3. And he spake many 
things unto them in 
parables, saying, Be- 
hold, a sower went forth 
to sow; 


Mark iv. 4 And it 
came to pass, as he 
sowed, some fell by the 
way side, and the fowls 
of the air came and de- 
voured it up. 


5. And some fell on 
stony ground, where it 
had not much earth; 
and immediately it 
sprang up, because it 
had no depth of earth: 


6. But when the sun 
was up, it was scorched; 
and because it had no 
root, it withered away. 


7. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns 
grew up, and choked it, 
and it yielded no fruit. 


8. And other fell on 
good ground, and did 
yield fruit that sprang 
up and increased, and 
brought forth, some 
thirty, and some sixty, 
and some a hundred. 


9. Aud he said unto 
them, He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 
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3. And he said, A 
farmer went out to sow. 


4. And some seeds fell 
on the road, and the 
birds picked them up. 


5. And others fell ona 
stone, and immediately 
sprang up and grew. 


6. And when the sun 
grew warm, they wilted, 
for there was no soil un- 
der them to take root in, 
and they withered. 


7. Some fell among 
thorns and grew up, but 
the thorns choked them 
(and they yielded no 
seed). 


8. And still others fell 
on good ground, and the 
ears grew out and filled 
up, and they brought 
forth, some a hundred, 
some fifty, and some 
thirty. A 


9. He who has under- 
standing will under- 
stand. 


Into the infinite, incomprehensible world of men there 
was sent the comprehension by some one, and it made its 


appearance. 


The comprehension is scattered among all 


men, just as an endless number of seeds is scattered 
by the sower over the whole field, and over the wayside, 
and over stones, and over the thorns. 

Just as the sewer knows that there are roads, stones, 
and thorns in his field and that many seeds will perish, 
so he knows that it is nene the less more advantageous to 
sow over the whole field, and that, in spite of the loss of 
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many seeds, they will grow up, and there will be a crop, 
so the life of the comprehension 1s scattered among men, 
and there will be a loss. Innumerable seeds give uneven 
returns; a small part perishes, — they are not needed ; 
another part yield some one hundred, some fifty, and 
some thirty. Even so the life of the comprehension is 
scattered among men; some lose this life, others return 
it a hundredfold. 

The sower has sowed the seed and he needs only seeds, 
and will garner nothing but seeds. 

The mysterious sower sows the life of the comprehen- 
sion, and he will garner only the life of the comprehension. 
Those men who have the life of the comprehension are 
wanted by the sower; those who have lost it are useless 
to him. They were all seeds, and some perished in the 
seed, others in the sprouts, and others again in the blades. 

Even so it is with men. Some lose the life of the 
comprehension earlier, some later. Only those who pre- 
serve within them the comprehension, so that they may 
not cease being life, being that from which they have 
come, live, and all the rest perish. 

Such is the external meaning. Some men, like the 
seed which fall on bad ground, are predestined, as it were, 
for perdition, others are predestined for a life with a 
superabundance. But, having uttered these words, Jesus 
immediately adds, He who has ears, let him hear. He 
uses those words which he adds every time when his 
words may be understood wrongly, when there can be 
a double meaning to them. 

The same idea as to how we may understand God’s aim 
and manner of participation in the life of the world is 
expressed also by another parable about the sower. 


26. Kal édeyev, O’rws Mark iv. 26. And he 26, And he said, So is 


‘ a ~ said, So is the kingdom the kingdom of God, as 
conden Bag Nia rod Bees, of God, as if a man if a farmer cast seed 
ws €ayv &vOpwros Raddy should ‘cast seed into into the ground; 
Tov ombpoy émt THs ys, the ground; 
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27. Kal xadevdn kat 
éyelpnrac vixTa Kal Hud 
pav, Kat 6 omdépos Bda- 
oTdvyn Kal unkdynTtar ws 
ovk oidev avrés. 

28. Av’roudtn yap 7 
YR Kaprrogopel, mp@rov 
xoprov, ira ardyxuy, 
eira mwAnpn otrov év TS 
oTaxut. 

29. “Orav 5& rapade 
0 Kapros, ev0éws arro- 
oré\et TO Spéravov, bre 
TmapéoT nev 0 Oepioc pds. 


27. And should sleep, 
and rise night and day, 
and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. 


28. For the earth bring- 
eth forth fruit of her- 
self; first the blade, then 
the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear. 


29. But when the fruit 
is brought forth, imme- 
diately he putteth in the 
sickle, because the har- 
vest is come. 
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27. He sleeps himself 
at night and gets up in 
the daytime, and the 
seed springs up and 
swells, and he does not 
know how. 


28. The earth brings 
forth fruit of itself, tirst 
the blade, then the ear, 
and then fills the ear 
with seeds. 


29. But when the seed 
dries up, he immediately 
sends the reapers, be- 
cause the time of the 
harvest has come, 


The comprehension gives life to men, but the source of 


the comprehension, God, that God whom no one has ever 
known, does not rule men like that peasant who has 
sown the seed and has forgotten about it; he knows only 
of his own, and receives it, —that comprehension : just 
as the peasant reaps from the field the seed which he has 
sown, so the comprehension in men is united with the 
source of the comprehension. 

The same meaning is expressed in the parable of the 
leaven. 


THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 


838. "A\Anv mapaBo- Matt. wviti. 33, An- 33. The kingdom of 
ow ss 24 v a - . other parable spake he heaven is like a leaven. 
RE COUNT CEL ee CET OLS nto them; The king- A woman took it and 


‘Ouola éorly 7 Bacidela 
TaY ovpavay Cbun, Hv 
AaBodoa yurh évéxpupev 
els adevpov cata Tpia, 
ws of ECuuwOn Sdov. 


The woman put 


dom of heaven is like 
unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leay- 
ened. 


in the leaven and 


’ to leaven, until the dough was formed. 
The woman did not have anything 
she did was enough, in order to get what she wanted. 
As the earth brings forth of its own account and as 
the leaven rises of itself, so the life of the comprehension 
lives of itself and is not cut short. 


put it into a measure of 
flour, till the whole was 
leavened. 


allowed the whole 


else to do. What 
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And again the same idea is expressed by the parable of 
the sower and the tares, but with a new and profound 
meaning, which gives a direct answer to the question of 
men as to what is evil and how man must understand the 
evil and bear himself toward it. 


THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND THE TARES 


24. ”"ANAnv apaBo- 
Nyy mapéOnkev avrots, 
éyewr, ‘QiorwdOn h Bact 
eta THY otpavav ay- 
Opwmrqw oamelpovTe Kadov 
orépua ev TH ayp@ av- 
TOO" 

25. ’Ev dé 7@ kabev- 
dey Tovs avOpwrovs, H- 
dev atrovd Oo éxOpds Kal 
éomepe (ifdua ava pé- 
gov Tov olrov, Kal dar7jn- 
dev. 

26. “Ore 5é éBddorn- 
cev 6 xOpTos, Kal Kapmov 
érolnae, TOTE Epdvn Kal 
TH (Gavia. 

27. IIpocedObyres dé 
of dotdNor Tod oiKode- 
omérov eirov alr@, Kv- 
ple, odxi Kady oméppa 
eomepas Ev TH OD AYpP@ ; 
médev ody éxen TH Stéd- 
We ; 

28. ‘O 52 pn adrots, 
"Ex Opds dvOpwros Totro 
éroinoev. ol dé S500or 
elrov att@, Oddes ofy 
amenObvres oudd\éEwpev 
aura ; 

29. ‘O 6& pn, Ov: 
Kenmore, cu\éyortes Ta 
Sana, éxpifeonre dua 
avrots Tov ctrov. 


30. "Agere cuvavid- 
verbat auddbrepa péxpe 
700 Oepiopuod: Kal ev TG 


Matt. viti. 24. Another 
parable put he forth un- 
to them, saying, The 
kingdom of neaven is 
likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed 
in his field: 


25. But while men 
slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares¢ among 
the wheat, and went bis 
way. 


26. But when the blade 
was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, 
then appeared the tares 
also. 


27. So the servants of 
the householder came 
avd said unto him, Sir, 
didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field ? from 
whence then hath it 
tares ? $ 


28. He said unto them, 
An enemy hath . done 
this. The servants said 
unto him, Wilt thou 
then that we go and 
gather them up ? 


29. But he said, Nay; 
lest while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up 
also the wheat ‘with 
them. 


30, Let both grow to- 
gether until the harvest; 
and in the time of har- 
vest I will say to the 


24. And Jesus said, 
The kingdom of heaven 
may be likened to this: 
A farmer sowed good 
seed in his field: 


25. In the night his 
enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, 
and went away. 


26. When the wheat 
was in the ear and began 
to fill up, then also ap- 
peared the tares. 


27. The servants came 
to the master and said, 
Didst thou sow impure 
seed in thy field ? There 
are many tares there. 


28. The master said, 
Not I, but another man, 
has done that. The sery- 
ants said, Command us, 
and we will weed out 
the tares. 


29. But the master 
said, It is not necessary 
to weed them out, for 
when you weed out the 
tares you will ruin the 
wheat. 

30. Let the wheat grow 
with the tares until har- 
vest time; and in the 
time of harvest I will 
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Kaip@ Tod Bepicuod épa 
Tots Gepiotats, ZDuANE- 
tare mp&rov ra (iSdua, 
Kal Onoate a’ra els dé- 
ouas pds TO KaTakavoat 
alta: Tov 6€ otrov ovva- 
yayere els THY arrobHKny 
Mov. 


reapers, Gather ye to- 
gether first tae tares, 
and bind them in bun- 
dles to burn tem: but 
gather the wheat into 
my barn. 
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tell the reapers to pick 
out the tares aud burn 
them, and then I wili 
harvest the wheat and 
take it to the barn. 


(4) &€dva is a plant which exactly resembles wheat 
before it 1s in the ear. 


The words about the master’s burning the useless, and 
taking the useful, the wheat, to the barn, repeats what is 
said in Matt. i. 12: Whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 


able fire. 


Here is defined who will destroy what is uscless and 
will collect what is useful, — he who will purify with the 


spirit. 
36. Tére ddels Tovds 
dydous, HAPev els THY 


olklay 0’ Inoods. cal mpoo- 
HrOov air@ oi pabyrat 
avrTod, Néyorres, Ppdaov 
quty Thy mapaBorny T&v 
(igavlwy Tov aypou. 

37. ‘O 6€ dzroxpibels 
etrev avrois, ‘O orelpwv 
TO Kahdov orépua éorly 6 
vids 100 dvOpwrovu- 

838. 'O dé dypés éoruy 
6 Kécuos: TO dé Kadov 
orépua, ovTol elow ob 
viol THs Bacidelas: Ta dé 
ftdud elowy of viol vod 
Tovnpov. 

39. ‘O dé éxOpds o 
omelpas abra éoriy 0 did- 
Bodos: 6 dé Oepur mos cuv- 
rérewe, TOO ald@vds éotiv- 
ot 6€ Oepiorat dyyenol 
elow. 


Here it says that it is the son 


Matt. xiii. 36 Then 
Jesus sent the multitude 
away, and went into the 
house: and his disciples 
came-unto him, saying, 
Dectare unto us the par- 
able of the tares of the 
field. 


37. He answered and 
said unto them, He that 
soweth the good seed is 
the Son of man; 


38 The field is the 
world; the good seed 
are the children of the 
kingdom: but the tares 
are the children of the 
wicked one; 


39. The ensmy that 
sowed them is the devil: 
the harvest is the end 
of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. 


of man. 


386. Ard the disciples 
began to ask Jesus, Ex- 
pJain to us the parable 
about the tares of the 
field. f 


387. And Jesus said to 
them, The farmer who 
is sowing the good seed 
is the son of man. 


88. The field is the 
world of men; the good 
seed are the children of 
the kingdom of God; 
the tares are the evil 
men. 


39. The stranger is 
temptation. The har- 
vest is the end of the 
life on earth; and the 
reapers are the power 
of God. 
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40. “Qoaep obv cuNdé- 
yeTal TA (fdvia, Kal 
mupl kaTrakalerat, olTws 
Zora év TH ouvredela 
TOD ai@vos TovTou. 

41. “Aroorene? 6 vids 
TOU avOpwrou Tous ayyé- 
Nous avrod, kal ovAdé- 
Eovo. éx THs Bacwdrelas 
avTrod mdadvTa Ta oKaY- 
dada kal Tods mrowdrvras 
Thy avoulav, 

42. Kal Badrotouy av- 
Tovs eis THY KadpLvov TOU 
mupos* ékel €aTat 6 KNaU- 
Ouds Kal 6 Bpvyyos TwY 
OddrT wr. 

43. Tore of dlkavoe 
exAdupovrw ws 0 HALOS, 
év TH Bagidela Tod ma- 
Tpos atrav. “O eéxwv 
OTA akovery AKOVETW. 


40. As therefore the 
tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire; so 
shall it be in the end of 
this world. 


41. The Son of man 
shall send forth his an- 
gels, and they shall 
gather out of his king- 
dom all things that of- 
fend, and them which 
doe iniquity; 


42. And shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire: 
there’ shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 


43. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the king- 
dom of their Father. 
Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 
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40. As the tares are 
waihered and burned, so 
will it be at the end of 
the life upon earth. 


41. The son of man 
will send his servants, 
and they will take away 
from among the people 
of his kingdom all the 
deceptions and all those 
who do wrong. 


42. And will cast them 
into the fire, and there 
will be wailin and 
gnashing of teeth. 


43. Then will the right- 
eous shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has 
reason will understand. 


(«) The present tense must be noticed here; it does not 


say that those who did wrong will be taken away, as 
ought to have been said, if the judgment at the end of 
the world were meant, according to the church interpreta- 
tion, but who do wrong, that is, that those who do wrong 
will take themselves away, as is said in the discourse with 
Nicodemus. 

(b) éxet means there and then; here it has the latter 
meaning, as in Luke xiii. 28, where éxe? means then, in 
the same expression. It means that then men might, 
though too late, weep and in anger gnash their teeth 
because they had not lived in the comprehension. 


The spirit of God in man, the son of man, all that we 
know of God, gives the life of the comprehension to men, 
just as a peasant sows good seed in his field, and it grows. 

Amidst the life of the comprehension there appears 
something resembling life, which ends in death. 
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In Luke viii. 18 it says, And that will be taken from 
him which he thinks he has. What, then, is this likeness 
of life? Whence does it come ? 

This question does not refer to God the spirit, but 
only to men. God the spirit, the source of life, sows 
the life and harvests it. Only foolish servants may coun- 
sel the stamping out of life. Life alone is needed; 
it alone remains, and nothing else exists for God the 
spirit. 

The temporal life ends, everything temporal vanishes, 
perishes ; what does not. end and perish is the life of the 
comprehension, that alone which is spirit, which is from 
God. 

In this parable there are two main thoughts, two 
answers to the questions which are propounded. 

1. What is evil in relation to God? and 

2. What is evil in relation to man ? 

The answer to the first question is that there is no evil 
for God, the son of man. He is the God of life and of 
good, and does not know the evil. Since he is the God 
of life and of good, there is no evil for him, and he cannot 
wish to destroy it. The desire to destroy evil is evil and 
can be only in men, and not in him. 

This deduction from the second thought, which is ex- 
pressed here only from one side, will be developed later in 
the teaching of the non-resistance to evil. 

The son of man gives life and knows life only i in the 
comprehension, and so every man, transferring his life 
to the son, to the spirit, is unable to know oul and so 
unable to resist it. 

The second thought and the answer to the question as 
to what that is which we men call evil consists in this, 
that what we call evil is a free departure from the light, 
and perdition, which is mentioned in the discourse with 
Nicodemus ; it is this, that the light came into the world, 
and men went away from it. 
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The idea that there can be no evil for God, and that 
for men it is a departure from the comprehension 1s ex- 
pounded in the parable of the drawnet. 


THE PARABLE OF THE DRAWNET 


47. Ildduv duola éoriv 
% Baorela T&v ovpavav 
caynvn Brnbelon els THY 
Oddacoav, Kal ék mavros 
yévous cuvayayovon: 

48. “Hy, dre érdnpw- 
On, dvaBiBdoavres eri 
Tov alyiaddv, Kal KaGl- 
cavtes, ovvédekay Ta 
Kane els ayyeta, Ta de 


Matt. xiii. 47. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, 
and gathered of every 
kind; 


48. Which, when it 
was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down, and 
gathered the good into 
vessels, but cast the bad 
away. 


47. Again, the king- 
dom of God is like a 
drawnet: it was cast 
into the sea and gath- 
ered tish of every kind. 


48. The net was full; 
they drew it out to the 
shore and sat down, and 
gathered the good fish 
into pails, and the 
worthless were thrown 
away. 


campa €&w €Badov. 


God does what the fishermen do: the worthless fish 
they throw away, and leave only what is of some use. 
The fishermen select such fish as they can use, and the 
rest they throw into the sea, as they are useless. There 
is no question as to whether it will be better or worse for 
the fish. Such of the fish as are in the sea do not exist 
for the fishermen, just as for God are not those men who 
are not his sons, whose life is not in the light of the 
comprehension. For God there is no evil, but for man 
there is. The evil for him is the life outside of the 
comprehension. 

And so it is necessary to differentiate our conceptions 
about evil in general-—the objective, the external evil, 
as the philosophers call it, and the evil of each man — 
the subjective, internal evil. There is no objective evil. 
The subjective evil is the departure from the comprehen- 
sion, otherwise, death. 

This differentiation of the concepts is expounded in 
the interpretation of the parable of the sower and of the 
seeds that fell into different soils, 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


10. Kal mpocedOdvres rete vidi. 10. and 10. And his disciples 
> eta isciples came, and said came to him and sai 
ot Habyr at elmo 2UT®, unto him, Why speakest : 
Atari éy mapaBodats thou unto them in para- 


Aadels avrots ; bles? 

9. Tis em  mwapa- Luke viii. 9. What 9. Why dost thou 
Bor) arn ; might this parable be? speak in parables? 

10. “Hpdérncav airoy Mark. iv. 10. Asked 
Thy mapaBodnyv. of him the parable. 


According to Mark and Luke the disciples ask, What 
does a parable mean? According to Matthew they ask, 
For what purpose dost thou speak in parables ? 

I think that according to Mark and Luke it means that 
the disciples ask both what a parable means and for what 
purpose he speaks in it. According to Matthew it also 
means, Why dost thou speak in parables, and what do 
they mean? And the words of Jesus reply to both 
questions. He elucidates the meaning of the parable, 
and from its meaning it follows that those who do not 
know the secrets of the kingdom of God cannot speak 
otherwise than in parables. Only the external meaning 
presents itself to them, and they do not know the 
internal meaning. 

In Matthew it says, dvatl év tapaBorais Aareis avTois. 
The word avrois is omitted in many texts, for the noun 
to which it might refer is lacking. It is apparently 
added, because the question d:até refers both to the 
speaking in parables and to the parables themselves. 
Avarié means here the German warwm, wherefore. 

The disciples ask, Why dost thou speak in parables ? 
Thus Mark and Luke report the questions to us, and 
so avtots is superfluous, and verses 11-23 are not 
accidental utterances, but an explanation of the parable. 
And so, combining the meaning of the question and 
answer from the three gospels, I translate it, Why 
speak in parables? which question refers both to the 


194 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


meaning of the parable and to the reason why he speaks 
in parables to the multitude. 


11. ‘O 6é€ dmoxpibels 
eimev avrois, “OTe viv 
6éd0Ta yu@var TH pv- 
oTHnpia THS PBaordelas 
Tay cipavav, éxelvois dé 
ov dédoTat. 


Matt. viii. 11. He an- 
swered and said unto 
them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the 
mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given. 


11. Hereplied to them 
Because it is given to 
you to know the inward 
meaning of the kingdom 
of God. 


Mark iv. 11, But unto 
them that are without, 
all these things are done 
in parables: 


11. ’Exeivors 6é rots 
dw év mapaBodals Ta 


L 


mwavrTa yiverat 


11, But those who are 
without receive it in 
parables, 


It is given to you to know the inward meaning of the 
kingdom of God, — you are the good ground which brings 
forth a hundredfold, and fifty, and thirty. 

But to the others it is not given,—they are the 
wayside, stones, and thorns, 

And the meaning of the parable is that to some the 
meaning is revealed, and to others not. He says, The 
reason why I speak to them in parables is that they 
cannot understand otherwise, for they do not understand 
the inward meaning. In Luke it says, It is given to you 
to know the inward meaning of the kingdom of God, but 
to others only in examples. 


15. Ava roiro ép 
mapaBodats avrots Maha. 


Matt. xiii. 13, There- 13. For this reason I 
fore speaks I tothemin speak to them in para- 
parables. bles. 


(a) Aaréw to speak, communicate. It would be more 
correct to say here to commune, for this passage cor- 
responds to the same passages in Mark and Luke, where 
it says, But to them everything is manifested in parables. 
The idea is not this: I speak to them in parables, but, 
They cannot understand otherwise than in parables, and 
that is explained farther down. 

Ava rodTo shows that what is being said is in reply to 
duaté. After the word Aad® there ought to be a period 
or semicolon. We then do not get that offensive mean- 
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ing which we had before, namely, that Jesus speaks to 
them in parables because they do not understand, that is, 
he does not speak directly to them, but speaks in similes, 
for the purpose that they may not understand, but we 
get, on the contrary, the opposite, clear. meaning, namely, 
that, as they do not know the inward meaning of the 
kingdom of God, they cannot understand it in any other 
way than in an external manner, that is, in parables. 

And so I take the first part of the verse from Matt. xiii. 
11, and the second half from Mark iv. 11. 


9. ‘O xwv Sra dxov- 
ev dKkovéTw. 

14. Kal dvardnpotra 
ér avtois 4) mpopyrela 
‘Haatov, 7 Xéyouca, 
“Axon akovcere, Kal ov 
Ln ovate: Kal BNérovtes 
Brévere, kal od un tonre. 

15. "Erayvv0n yap 7 
kapdla Tod Naovd TovTov, 
kal Tots wot Bapéws HKov- 
cay, kal Tods dpOaduovs 
avT@y éxduyvoav py 
mote tdwat Tots dpbad- 
bots, Kal Tots Waly aKov- 
cwot, Kal TH Kapdla 
ovvGor, Kal émistpé- 
Wwot, Kal ldowpuar av- 
Tous.” 

16. ‘Yudv 6¢ waxdpror 
oi d0aduol, bre BE 
movow kal Td OTa var, 
bru axovet. 

17. "Auhy yap rA€yw 
viv, Ore moddol mpo- 
para kal Sikavoe érebv- 
pnoav idetv & BdérerTe, 
kal ovk eidov: Kal dxodoat 
& dxovere, Kal ovK HKov- 
oav. 


18. ‘Yuets ody dxov- 
care THY TapaBorAny TOU 
grelpovTos. 


Matt. xiii. 9. Who 
hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 

14. And in them is ful- 
filed the prophecy of 
Esaias, which saith, By 
hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not under- 
stand; and seeing ye 
shall see, and shall not 
perceive: 

15. For this people’s 
heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and _ their 
eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they 
should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should under- 
stand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them 
(Isaiah vi. 9, 10). 


16. But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see: 
and your ears, for they 
hear. 


17. For verily I say 
unto you, That many 
prophets and righteous 
men have desired to see 
those things which ye 
see, and have not seen 
them; and to hear those 
things which ye hear 
and have not hear 
them. 

18. Hear ye therefore 
the parable of the sower. 


9. He who has reason 
will understand. 


14. And in them is ful- 
filled the prophecy of 


Isaiah. By hearing you 
will hear, and will not 
understand; and you 


will look with your eyes. 
and will not see. 


15. For the people’s 
heart has grown fat, and 
they have closed their 
eyes so that they do not 
see, and: with their ears 
they do not hear; and 
into their heart they do 
not receive, lest they be 
converted and I heal 
them. 


16. But your eyes are 
blessed, for they see; 
and your ears, for they 
hear. 


17. Verily I tell you 
that the prophets and 
saints have desired to 
see what you see, and 
could not perceive and 
hear what you have com- 
prehended. 


18. Now you will un- 
derstand the parable of 
the sower. 
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11. ‘O omdpos éoriv 
6 éyos Tov OQeod- 

19. Ilavrds akovovtos 
Tov NOyor THs Bactrelas 
kat uh ouvlevros, epxe- 
Tal 0 Tovnpds Kal dpma- 
ter rd éorappevoy ev TH 
Kapdla adrod: obrés éoTLy 
mapa Thy ddv orapels. 


20. ‘O 6é érl ra Te- 
Tpwdn orapels, oTds éo- 
Tw 6 Tov byor aKodwr, 
kal ev0s pera yxapas 
Aap Bdvwv avrdov 

21. OvK exer dé pigav 
év éavT@, adda mpdo- 
Kaypds éoTu ‘yevouévns 
5é OdbPews 7) Sewywod dua 
Tov hoyor, EevOds cKavia- 
Nigerar. 

22. ‘O 6é els TAs aKav- 
Gas omapels, ovTds éoTuv 
6 Tov NOyor dKovwy, Kat 
Hh pépyuva Tod aldvos 
TovTou kal ) amraryn TOU 
wovTou cupmviye. Tov 
éyov, kal dkapmos yive- 
Ta. 

23. ‘O dé éml rhy yqv 
Thy Kady omapels, ovTds 
éoTlv 0 TOV héyor akotwy 
kal ouudv: ds 5H Kap- 
Topopel, Kal moved 0 wey 
éxarov, 0 O€ €€jKovTa, 6 
dé TpidKkovra. 

18. Bvdérere ofy rds 
dxovere bs yap av xn, 
dobhjoerar adr@: Kal ds 
av un exn, Kal d doxe? 
éxew apOjcera am av- 
TOU. 


(a) ody is translated by 


here. 


Luke viii. 11. The seed 
is the word of God. 


Matt. xiii. 19. When 
any one heareth the 
word of the kingdom, 
and understandeth it 
not, then cometh the 
wicked one, and catch- 
eth away that which 
was sown in his heart. 
This is he which re- 
eeived seed by the way 
side. 

20. But he that re- 
ceived the seed into 
stony places, the same 
is he that heareth the 
word, and anon 
joy receiveth it: 


with 


21. Yet hath he not 
root in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for 
when tribulation or per- 
secution ariseth because 
of the word, by and by 
he is offended. 


22. He also that re- 
ceived seed among the 
thorns is he that heareth 
the word; and the care 
of this world, and the 
deceitfulness? of riches, 
choke the word, and he 
becometh unfruitful, 


23. But he that re- 
ceived seed into the 
good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which 
also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some a 
hundredfold,some sixty, 
some thirty. 


Luke viii. 18. Take 
heed therefore how ye 
hear: for whosoever 
hath,¢ to him shall be 
given; and whosoever 
hath not, from him shall 
be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have.¢ 
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11. The seed is the 
comprehension of God. 


19. When any one hears 
the teaching about the 
kingdom of God and 
does not take it to his 
heart, there comes the 
enemy and takes away 
what was sown in his 
heart. ‘That is the seed 
which is sown by the 
wayside. 


20. What is sown on 
the stone is he who hears 
the teaching of the king- 
dom of God and under- 
stands the teaching, and 
then receives it with joy 
in his heart; 

21. And does not hold 
the root in himself, but 
for a while only. And 
when pressure and per- 
secution for the teach- 
ing comes, he at once 
submits to deception. 


22. And what is sown 
among the thorns is he 
who understands the 
teaching; and worldly 
cares and love of riches 
choke the teaching, and 
it brings no fruit. 


23. But what has fallen 
on good ground is he 
who has understood the 
teaching and receives it 
into his heart; that bears 


some a hundredfold, 
some fifty, and some 
thirty. 


18. See to it how you 
understand. He who 
holds on gets it, and he 
who does not hold on 
has even that taken 
from him which he 
thinks he has. 


now, Which meaning it has 


(0) In many texts stands yar, which is simpler 
and clearer and more correct. 
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(c) éy@ means to hold. This expression sounds like a 
proverb and may refer to a pail or bag: A strong bag 
will hold all, but a poor bag will lose the last. 

(a) I take this verse from Matthew and Luke, as it is 
the same in both. 


The disciples ask why he speaks in parables and what 
he means by them. And Jesus answers, Only to you is 
it given to understand the kingdom of God, like the seed 
that has fallen on good ground. But to the others, like 
the seed that perishes, it is not given. And it is given to 
you to increase, like the good seed in the ground, but 
from the others even that life will be taken which, it 
seemed, was in them, just as the seed is destroyed by the 
wayside, on the stone, and in the thorns. It is this that 
I say in the parables, for they do not see, do not compre- 
hend the whole good. They are like those men of whom 
Isaiah says that God punished them, because looking on 
they did not see and listening they did not hear. The 
heart of these men has grown fat, and so they do not 
understand what is before them. 

You are happy in that you understand. Such is the 
meaning of the parable from the external side; but 
the internal meaning is quite different. 

And Jesus explains the internal meaning. 

The external meaning of the parable is this, that some 
people are predetermined for death, and others for lie. 
The internal meaning is this, that there is no predeter- 
mination, but that each can retain the comprehension and 
acquire it with a surplus. 

What has fallen by the wayside is the indifference, the 
neglect in respect to the comprehension, and so Jesus 
cautions men against indifference and neglect, and says 
that they must make an effort, in order to receive the 
comprehension into their hearts. 

What has fallen on the stones is weakness, and so 
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Jesus cautions against it, and shows that man must make 
an effort, in order not to waver during offences and perse- 


cutions. 


The thorns are the worldly cares, and Jesus cautions 
against them and points out that man must make an 
effort in order to reject them. 

The good ground is the comprehension and fulfilment, 
in spite of offences and cares. 

And Jesus shows that he who will make this effort and 
will fulfil it will receive life with a surplus. 


PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE 


44. Iidduy dpola éorly 
N Bacrdela Tov ovpavav 
Onoavp@ KEKPUUMEVD év 
TO ayp@, ov evpay ap- 
Opwmros expuye: Kal do 
THS Xapas avrov Uraye, 
kal wavra boa exer Tw- 
det, Kal dyopave Tov 
aypov éxetvoy. 

45. dev duola éoriv 
N Bacirela TOY ovpavav 
avOpwomrm éeuropm &n- 
Tovvre Kadots papyapl- 
Tas: 

46. “Os etpav eva 
ToNUTimov japyapirny, 
arenOwv wémrpake TATA 
boa ecixe, Kal Hydpacev 
avrov. 


Matt. viti. 44. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto treasure hid 
in a field, the which 
when a man hath found, 
he hideth, and for joy 
thereof goeth and sell- 
eth all that he hath, and 
buyeth that field. 


45. Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a 
merchantman, seeking 
goodly pearls: 


46. Who, when he had 
found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all 
that he had, and bought 
it. 


44. The kingdom of 
God is like a treasure 
hidden in a field, A 
man has found the 
treasure and has hidden 
it (again). And for the 
joy of having found it 
he goes and sells all that 
Sa ies and buys that 
fi 


45. Again, the king- 
dom of heaven is as 
when a merchant is buy- 
ing up precious stones; 


46. And having found 
a precious stone, he goes 
and sells all (the former) 
that he had, and buys 
that one. 


The kingdom of God is like the one who wants to have 
a pearl or treasure, which he knows is buried in the 


field. 


And having learned of it, he sells everything, in 
order to acquire the pearl and the field. 


PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 


¢ 


31. ‘Opola éorly 
Bacirela r&v ovpavdy 
KokK@ ouvdtrews, dv a- 
Bay &vOpwros eomepev 
ay 7G dypi abrod 


Matt. «iit. 31. The 
kingdom of heaven is 
like to a grain of mus- 
tard seed, which a man 
took, and sowed in his 
field ; 


31. The kingdom of 
heaven is like a birch 
seed, which a man took, 
and sowed in his field, 
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32. “O puxpbrepov jév 
éoTe TWaYTWY TOY oTrEp- 
udtwv: bray 6€ avéndn 


32. Which indeed is 
the least cf all seeds: 
but when it is grown, it 
is the greatest among 
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32. Though it is the 
least of all seeds, it will 
be greater than any 
grass when it is grown, 


petvov  Tav Aaxdvwy herbs, and becometh a and will become a tree, 
éotl, kal -ylverar dév- tree, so that the birds and the feathered birds 

panies a , of the air come and will make nests in its 
dpov, wate édOety Ta lodge in the branches branches. 


TETELVA TOU OVpavod, kal thereof. 


KaTaoKnvouy éy Tols KNa- 
dois avrou. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


Jesus announces that the kingdom of God has come, 
and yet no visible change has taken place. He announces 
to his disciples that from now on heaven is open, and 
between heaven and men there is a constant communion. 
He announces that it is not necessary to separate our- 
selves from corrupt people, that they are not guilty, and 
that those only are guilty who think that they are good 
because they execute the law of God. 

He announces that no external purification is needed, 
that only that which comes from within can defile, and 
that only the spirit purities. 

He announces that it is not necessary to observe the 
Sabbath, that this observance is foolish and false, and 
that the Sabbath is a human institution. 

He announces tbat not only are fasts useless, but that 
all the old external rites are harmful for his teaching. 

Finally, he announces that it is not right to serve God 
with sacrifices. We do not need oxen, nor sheep, nor 
doves, nor money, not even the temple itself; that there 
is a spirit; that the spirit does not want sacrifices, but 
love; and that the spirit is to be served — by all, always, 
at all times —in the spirit and with deeds. 


When the Pharisees saw and heard all that, they came 
to Jesus and began to ask him how he preached the king- 
dom of God, since he rejected God. And he answered 
them, The kingdom of God, as I preach it, is not the 
same as what the former prophets preached about. They 
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said that God will come with all kinds of manifestations, 
but I say that the kingdom of God is such that its com- 
ing cannot be seen. 

an if you are told that it has come or is coming, or 
that it is here, you do not believe. The kingdom of God 
is not in time and not in any place; it is like lightning, 
— here and there and everywhere, and it has no time and 
no place, because here it is, within you. 

After that a Pharisee, a Jewish elder, Nicodemus, came 
to Jesus in secret, and said to him, Thou teachest that 
the kingdom of God has come, and that it is within us, 
and yet thou dost not order men to fast and to offer sac- 
rifices, but destroyest the temple; so what kind of a 
kingdom of God is yours, and where is it ? 

Aud Jesus answered him, Thou must understand that 
if a man is begotten by God the Father, he sees the king- 
dom of God. Nicodemus did not understand what Jesus 
told him, that every man was already begotten by God, and 
said, How can a man, if he is begotten from the flesh of the 
father and has grown old, again creep into the womb of 
his mother and again be begotten by the flesh by God ? 

And Jesus answered him, Understand what I say, 
I say that man, besides the flesh, is begotten by the 
spirit, and so each man is of flesh and of the spirit, and 
so each man can enter the kingdom of God. Of the flesh 
is flesh. Of the flesh can not the spirit be born; only 
of the spirit can there be the spirit. The spirit is that 
which lives in thee, and it lives freely and rationally, and 
it is that for which thou knowest neither beginning nor 
end. And every man feels it in himself. And so why 
dost thou wonder when I tell thee that we must be 
begotten from heaven by God, by the spirit ? 

Nicodemus said, Still I do not believe that that could 
be possible. 

Then Jesus said to him, What teacher art thou if thou 
dost not understand that? Thou must understand that 
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Iam not talking of any recondite things; I am talking 
of what we all know; I assure men of what we all see. 
How wilt thou believe in what is in heaven, if thou dost 
not believe in what is on earth, in thyself? No one has 
been in heaven, but there is on earth in man the son of 
God, the spirit, the one which is God. 

The very son of God in man must be worshipped, as 
you worshipped God, when Moses in the wilderness 
exalted not the flesh of the serpent, but its image, and 
that image became the salvation of men. Even so we 
must exalt the son of God in man, not the flesh of man, 
but the son cf God in man, in order that men, relying 
upon it, may not know death, but shall have non-tem- 
poral life in the kingdom of God. 

Not for the ruin, but for the good of the world has God 
given his son, who is like himself. He gave him for this, 
that every man, relying upon him, might, not perish, but 
might have non-temporal life. He did not bring his son, 
life, into the world of men, in order to destroy men, but 
that the world of men might live by it and be in the 
kingdom of God. 

And he who relies on God is in the kingdom of God, 
in the power of God; and he who does not depend on 
him destroys himself, by not relying on that which is life. 
Destruction consists in this, that life came into the world, 
but men themselves walk away from life. Life is the 
light of men. The light came into the world, but men 
prefer darkness to light, and do not walk toward the light. 
The light is the comprehension, and so he who does evil 
evades the light, the comprehension, that his deeas may 
not be seen, and remains in the power of God. 

In his remarks to the Pharisees and discourse with 
Nicodemus Jesus explains what he means by the king- 
dom of God and by God. 

God and the kingdom of God are in men. God is the 
non-carnal principle which gives life to man. This non- 
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carnal principle he calls the son of God in man, the son 
of man. The son of man is the comprehension. It 
has to be exalted and deified, and by it we must live. 
He who lives in the comprehension lives non-temporally ; 
he who does not live in it does not live, — he perishes. 

What, then, is this God the Father, who is not the 
creator of everything and not separate from the world, as 
the Jews understood him to be? How are we to under- 
stand this Father, whose son is in man, and how are we 
to understand his relation to men ? 

To this Jesus replies in parables. 

The kingdom of God is not to be understood as you 
think, namely, that for all men the kingdom of God will 
come in some one place and at some certain time, but 
that in the whole world there are always some people 
who rely upon God, who become the sons of the king- 
dom, and others, who do not rely upon him, who are 
destroyed. 

God the spirit, the Father of that spirit which is in 
man, is God and the Father of those only who recognize 
themselves as his sons. And so only those exist for 
God who have retained within them what he has given 
them. 

And Jesus began to talk to them about the kingdom of 
God, and he explained it by examples. He said, God the 
Father sows in the world the life of the comprehension, 
just as the farmer sows his seeds in his field. He sows 
in the whole field, without paying any attention to where 
each seed will fall. 

And some seeds fall by the wayside and the birds 
come and pick them. And other seeds fall on the stones, 
where they grow indeed, but soon wither, because they 
cannot take root. And others again fall into the thorns, 
and the thorns choke the wheat, rand the ears will grow, 
but will not fill up. And others again fall in ‘good 
ground, and these spring up and make up for the “lost 
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seeds and grow full in the ears, and some ears give a 
hundredfold, and some sixty and some thirty. 

Just so God has scattered the comprehension among 
men. In some it is lost, and in others it bears a hun- 
dredfold, and they form the kingdom of God. 

Thus the kingdom of God is not such as you imagine 
it to be, namely, that God is ruling over you. God is only 
the comprehension, and the kingdom of God will be in 
those who will take it. But God does not govern men. 

As the farmer casts the seeds into the ground and 
does not think of them, but the seeds swell and sprout 
themselves, and grow into blades and ears, and fill up, - 
and the master sends the reapers to cut them down, 
when they are ripe; so also has God given his son, 
the comprehension, to the world, and the comprehension 
grows of itself in the world, and the sons of the compre- 
hension form the kingdom of God. 

As a woman puts the leaven into the trough and mixes 
it with the flour, and does not mix it any more, but waits 
for it to leaven of itself and rise ; so God does not enter 
into the life of men, as long as they live. God gave the 
comprehension to the world, and the comprehension lives 
itself among men and forms the kingdom of God. God 
the spirit is the God of life and good, and so there are no 
death and no evil for him. Death and evil are for 
men, and not for God. 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared with this: 
a farmer has sowed good seed in his field. The farmer 
is the spirit of God; the field is the world; and the 
seeds are the sons of the kingdom of God. 

The farmer lies down to sleep, and the enemy comes 
and sows tares. The enemy is temptation; the tares 
are the sons of the temptation. And now the servants 
come to the farmer and say, Hast thou sowed bad seed ? 
Many tares have sprung up in thy field. Send us to 
weed them out. But the farmer says, It is not neces- 
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sary, for when you weed out the tares you will tramp 
down the wheat. Let them grow together; when the 
harvest comes, I will tell the reapers to pick out the 
tares and will have them burned, and the wheat I will 
gather in my barn. 

The harvest is the end of human life, and the reapers 
are the power of God. And as the tares will be burned 
and the wheat will be cleaned and garnered, even so at 
the end of life everything will perish which was the decep- 
tion of time, and there will be left only the true life in 
the spirit. For God there is no evil. God preserves that 
which he needs, which is his own; and what is not his 
does not exist for him. 

The kingdom of heaven is like a drawnet. The net is 
cast out in the sea and brings up all kinds of fish. Then, 
when the drawnet is pulled out, the spoiled fish are taken 
out and cast into the sea. Even so it will be at the end 
of time. The power of God will pick out the good, and 
the bad will be rejected. 

And when he finished speaking, his disciples began to 
ask him how these parables were to be understood. 

And he said to them, These parables have to be under- 
stood in two ways. All these parables I speak because 
there are some, like you, my disciples, who understand 
what the kingdom of God consists in, who understand 
that the kingdom of God is within us, and who know 
how to enter it, but others do not understand that. 
Others look and do not see, and listen and do not ,under- 
stand, because their hearts have grown fat. 

And so I speak in parables for two purposes; I speak 
to both. To some I say what the kingdom is to God, and 
I tell them that some enter the kingdom, and others do 
not, and they can understand me. But to you I tell how 
to enter the kingdom of God. And look and understand 
the parable of the sower as is proper. For you the para- 
ble means this: 
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Every man who hears the teaching of the kingdom 
of God, but does not take it to his heart, is overcome 
by deceit, and he destroys the teaching in his heart, — 
it is the seed sown by the wayside. What is sown on 
the stones is he who hears the teaching and accepts it 
with joy. But there is no root in him, and he receives 
it only for a while, and when pressure is brought 
to bear and offence is offered him for his teaching, he 
himself takes offence. What is sown among the worm- 
wood is he who hears the teaching, but the cares’ of 
the world and his eagerness for wealth chokes the 
teaching and it gives forth no fruit. And what is 
sown on the good ground is he who hears the teach- 
ing and understands and brings forth fruit, some a 
hundredfold, and some sixty, and some thirty. 

For he who holds on will get much, and he who does 
not hold will be deprived of the last. 

And so see to it how you understand the parables. 
Understand them in such a way that you do not submit 
to deception, offences, cares, but bring forth fruit a hun- 
dredfold and enter the kingdom of God. 

The kingdom of God grows large in the soul from 
nothing, but gives everything. It is like a birch seed, 
which is the smallest of seeds; when it grows up it is 
greater than all the trees, and the birds of “heaven make 
their nests in it. 

After that there came the disciples of John to ask 
Jesus whether he was the one of whom he had said that 
he opened the kingdom of God and renovated men by the 
spirit. 

Jesus replied, and said, Look and listen, and tell John 
whether the kingdom of God has come and whether men 
are renovated by the spirit. Tell him how I preach the 
kingdom of God. In the prophecies it says that when 
the “kingdom of God comes, al! men will be blessed; tell 
him, then, that my kingdom of God is such that the poor 
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are blessed, and that every man who hears me becomes 
blessed. 

Having dismissed the disciples of John, Jesus began to 
explain to the people what kingdom of God John had 
announced. 

He said, When you went to be baptized by John in the 
wilderness, what did you go to see? If you wanted to 
see a man dressed in rich raiment, such men live here in 
palaces. What, then, is it that you saw in the wilder- 
ness? Do you think that you went because John was a 
prophet? Do not think so. John was not a prophet, but 
the one of whom the prophets have written. He is the one 
who has announced the coming of the kingdom of God. 

Verily I tell you, No greater man has been born than 
John. He was in the kingdom of Soa and so he was 
greater than all. 

The law and the prophets were ricetied before John ; 
but since John, and even now, the kingdom of God upon 
earth is announced, and he who mals an effort enters 
into it. 

The lawyers and the Pharisees did not understand what 
it was John was announcing, and they had no regard for 
him. This tribe, the lawyers and the Pharisees, regard as 
truth only what they themselves invent. They learn their 
law by rote and listen to each other. But what John has 
said and what I say they do not hear, nor understand. 
Of all that John has said they understood only so much, 
that he fasted in the wilderness, and they say, The devil 
isin him. Of what I say they have understood only this 
much, that I do not fast, and they say, He eats and drinks 
with the tax-collectors, and is a friend of corrupt people. 

They are like children in the street, who prattle with 
one another and wonder why no one listens to them. 
Their wisdom is seen by their works. 

Everything which I teach men to do is easy and simple, 
for the kingdom of God is announced as bliss. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE LAW (THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT). THE RICH 


35. Kal mepiqyer 6 
"Inoots Tas méNews rdoas 
kal Tas KWmas, OuddoKwy 
éy Tats suvaywyats av- 
Tov, Kal Knptacwv 7d 
evayyédiov THs Baci- 
Aelas, kal Oeparrevwy 1a- 
gav vocov kal macav 
badaklay év TS hag. 

36. “Lday 6€ Tovs bx- 
Rous, €orayxvicOn rept 
avr&y, Ore Hoav éxdedv- 
pévor Kal épprupévor woel 
mpoBara uh €xovTa To.- 
péva. 

37. Tére déyer. Tots 
pabnrats avrod, ‘O pév 
Gepiopios odds, of de 
épydra: ddlyou: 

38. AenOnre ofv rot 
kuptou Tod Oepio ov, dmws 
éxBddyn épydras els Tov 
Oepir ov avrov. 

1. [dav 5é Tods dx- 
Aous dvéBn els Td Spos: 
kal KaOlcavros avrod, 
mpoohrOov avra ol uabn- 
Tal avrov: 

20. Kal atrds érdpas 
Tovs dpOarpods avrod els 
Tous padnras avrod 
édreye, Maxdpioe of mTw- 
xol, dre tuerépa éorly 
7 Bacirela Tod Qeod. 

21. Maxdpioe of mew- 
vOvres viv, STL XopTa- 
concede, 


AND THE POOR 


Matt. ix. 35. And 
Jesus went about all 
the cities and villages, 
teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the king- 
dom, and healing every 
sickness¢ and every dis- 
ease among the people. 


36. But when he saw 
the multitudes, he was 
moved with compassion 
on them, because they 
fainted, and were scat- 
tered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd. 


37. Then saith he unto 
his disciples, The har- 
vest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are 
few; 

38. Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth 
labourers into his har- 
vest. 


Matt. v. 1. And see- 
ing the multitudes, he 
went up into a moun- 
tain: and when he was 
set, his disciples came 
unto him: 


Luke vi. 20. And he 
lifted up his eyes on 
his disciples¢ and said, 
Blessed be ve poor: for 
yours is¢ the kingdom 
of God, 


21. Blessed are ye that 
hunger now: for ye shall 
be filled. 
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35. And Jesus went 
about all the cities and 
villages, teaching in the 
assemblies, and, preach- 
ing, announced the pres- 
ence of God. 


36, ote, at the 
multitudes, Jesus was 
moved with compassion 
for them, for they were 
like mangy sheep with- 
out a shepherd. 


1. And seeing the mul- 
titudes, Jesus went up 
into a mountain and sat 
down there, and his dis- 
ciples came to him. 


20. And lifting his eyes 
to his disciples he said, 
Blessed are you mendi- 
cants, for yours is the 
kingdom of God. 


21. Blessed are those 
of you who hunger now, 
for you shall be filled, 
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(a) I leave out healing every sickness, aS unnecessary 
and referring to the miracles, the proofs of the truth of 
the teaching. 

(b) We must not forget that both according to Mat- 
thew, where it says that the disciples went up to Jesus 
before he began to speak, and according to Luke, where it 
says that, raising his eyes to his disciples, he began to 
speak, Jesus was speaking to the multitudes, though 
he directed his remarks to his disciples, and, according 
to Luke, he said to them, Blessed are you, the poor, 
meaning them as much as himself, the poor, the va- 
grants. 

(c) In Matthew it says rrwyol T@ mvedpate; in Luke 
it is simply wrwyol. Is T@ mvevpare omitted in Luke, or 
is it added in Matthew @ 

In order to solve this, it is necessary first to understand 
what mveJpmate means in this passage. 

This is what the church interpretations say to the word 
in spiru : 


Blessed: What blessedness is meant. here, is shown by the 
explanations which follow after each blessed, — namely, the bless- 
edness of the kingdom of Messiah. 

The poor in spirit: To be poor in spirit means to have an 
humble conception of one’s spiritual qualities, to destroy oneself, 
consider oneself a sinner; in general, a poor man in spirit is an 
humble man, whose quality is opposed to that of pride, ambition, 
or selfishness. Since Adam fell from pride, having presumed to 
be God, Christ regenerates us by means of humility. He added 
in the spirit that thou mightest understand humility and not 
poverty. Why, then, did he not say humble instead of poor? 
Because the latter is more striking than the first. To them 
belongs the kingdom of heaven, that is, they are capable and 
worthy of receiving blessedness ‘4 the kingdom of heaven; for 
the humble man, recognizing his sinfulness and unworthiness, 
completely surrenders himself to the guidance of divine grace, 
not in the least relying on his spiritual powers, and grace takes 
him to the kingdom. Humility is the door to the kingdom of 
heaven. (Archim. Mikh., Gospel of Matt., p. 66.) 
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This is what Reuss says (Nouv. Test., Vol. L., pp. 195 
and 196). 


En général, ces macarismes exaltent la condition de ceux qui 
préferent aux jouissances de’ ce monde la vie en Dieu et la paix 
avec le ciel. L’expérience prouve que ce choix est douloureux et 
difficile, parce que la faiblesse humaine se heurte contre deux 
écueils également formidables et dangereux. D’un cété on se 
trouve en face de Vantipathie du monde qui n’a que le mépris 
ou la haine pour tout ce qui lui est étranger; de l’autre cété il 
yv a lorgueil naturel de l’esprit et les mauvais penchants du coeur, 
qui nous sollicitent incessamment et nous écartent de la vole du 
salut. Voila pour quoi Jésus appelle heureux ceux qui savent 
éviter ces écueils, vaincre leurs affections vicieuses, reconnaitre 
leur imperfection naturelle, braver les séductions et les menaces 
dun monde pervers et hostile, et accepter ce que cette résolution 
courageusement prise et exécutée peut leur valoir d’épreuves et 
de tribulations. 


All that may be profound, but all those utterances are 
merely the ideas of a Theophilactes, a St. Jerome, a Reuss, 
and not of Christ. For if Christ wanted in this passage 
to speak of humility, he would have said so clearly, as he 
has said so in many, many places. Here, apparently, 
Jesus did not wish to speak of humility, in the first place, 
because poverty of spirit, that is the combination of 
words wTwyol T@ mvedvuatt makes no sense whatever. 
IItwyes means a mendicant, homeless man, vagrant, with- 
out that contemptuous meaning which is ascribed to the 
word, and so it is impossible to say vagrants in spirit; 
in the second place, because the whole Gospel teaches that 
it is necessary to elevate the spirit, live by the spirit, so 
how can Jesus say that those are blessed who are poor 
in the spirit? In the third place, it says in Matthew that 
blessed are in general those who are poor in spirit, and 
then, among the number of blessed people, are counted out 
other cases of blessedness which result from this condi- 
tion. However, “which hunger after righteousness,” in 
no way harmonizes with the idea of humility. Even 
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though the conception of hungering after righteousness is 
not opposed to the idea of humility, it in no way follows 
from humility. 

In the fourth place, all the subsequent beatitudes, from 
the fact that only to the first is attached the clause, For 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven, apparently ought to 
explain the first. But the idea of hungering after right- 
eousness, of being merciful and pure of heart, does not 
follow from the idea of humility. 

In the fifth place, the rewards promised for the quali- 
ties counted out are opposed to the. idea of humility: 
Shall see God, inherit the earth, be called the children of 
God. 

From all that we see that the translation of rTwyol To 
mvevpwate by humble is quite irregular and impossible, and 
that these two words have no meaning in this context. 

What meaning can wtwyol have without mvevuate ? 

According to Luke, Jesus says, Blessed are you va- 
grants, because you are in the kingdom of God. 

(1) The meaning of these words may be quite out of 
harmony with the judgments of St. Jerome and of a rich 
youth and of all the present and former rich men, who 
call themselves Christians and bearers of Christian truths, 
but it is philologically none the less quite correct. Jesus 
says that according to his teaching the vagrants are 
blessed, precisely what he had them tell to John, when 
he was asked what his teaching consisted in. 

(2) This meaning is entirely in accord with the mean- 
ing of the teaching after and before the sermon on the 
mount. 

John was a mendicant, a vagrant. Jesus wasa vagrant, 
all his life. Jesus taught that the rich could not enter 
the kingdom of heaven and that one must renounce every- 
thing, and so forth, and nearly the whole sermon on the 
mount speaks of nothing else. The sermon of the mount 
begins by saying that the vagrants are blessed, and ends 
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by saying that we must not collect, but live as the birds 
and field flowers live. 

From all this it is clear that the word T@ rvevJmatu is 
not omitted in Luke, but is added in: Matthew. But 
why and how was it added ? 

It may be that in some version it said, Blessed in the 
spirit are the poor waxdpio. of mT@yol TO TrvedpwarTu, that 
is, that the mendicants, the vagrants, are still blessed in 
the spirit. This would explain the appearance in this 
passage of the unexpected word T@ mvevpartt. In copy- 
ing and orally repeating the passage, it was natural for 
men who were guided by the same feeling which took 
possession of the rich youth, when he heard that the 
kingdom of God belonged to the homeless men, to trans- 
fer this t@ mvevpate to TTwyoi, and, as St. Jerome did, to 
explain that Jesus purposely added in the spirit, that we 
might understand that the humble, and not the poor, were 
meant. The obscured meaning of these first words of 
Matthew had this effect, that in copying there entered 
into these first verses of Matthew the utterances which 
have nothing at all in common with the first beatitude, 
namely, verses 5—9 : 


5. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

6. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled. 

7. Blessed are the merciful: for they shal] obtain mercy. 

8. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

9. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 


The ideas expressed in these verses, outside of the 
obscurity of some of them, and of the fact that these © 
utterances are repetitions of utterances in the Old Testa- 
ment, really express nothing which is not expressed more 
appropriately and more strongly in other passages of the 
Gospel; here they are obviously out of place and acci- 
dental. . : 
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With the obscure meaning which is gotten from the 
third verse by the addition of the word spirit, they may 
have been added; but with the clear meaning which 
Luke’s version gives, they are evidently out of place and 
impair the sense. And so I omit 7@ mvevpaTs as an 
unintelligible word, as also the interpolated verses. In 
order that it may be clear that this omission changes 
nothing in the meaning of the sermon and introduces no 
new ideas, I copy here the interpretations of the church 
and of Reuss. From either it is apparent that the inter- 
preters invent a meaning, which could be attached to any 
most obscure and unimportant words. 


Meek: Meekness is expressed mainly in the patient endur- 
ance of offences offered by others. It is not a weakness of char- 
acter, not a neglect of one’s legal rights, not cowardice, but a 
quality which is opposed to anger, malice, and revengefulness. 
The meek man, in bearing an insult, is convinced that God in 
his justice will himself avenge his insult, if that is necessary 
(Rom. xii. 19). Meekness brings forth peace and subdues wrath 
and wrangling. 

Inherit the earth: A metaphorical expression borrowed, no 
doubt, from the inheritance of the promised land by the Jews. 
The promise of inheriting the land of Canaan was an expression 
of good-will, of the highest good. Thus this expression in the 
passage under discussion does not signify that the meek will get 
the possession of the land, but that they will receive the highest 
blessings, the highest good, especially in the life tocome. How- 
ever, the sensuous goods in this life are not excluded here. 

Since a meek man may think that he is losing his property, 
Christ promises the opposite, saying that the meek man safely 
holds his possessions, — he is not impudent, or ambitious; but 
he who, on the contrary, will be such, will lose even the inherited 
. possessions, and will even cause the ruin of his soul. Conse- 
quently the promises of the Saviour signify that the meek in his 
kingdom will receive the benefits which he brings with him, 
both here, upon earth, and above, in the kingdom of heaven. 

Which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: Hunger and 
thirst serve as a picture of a strong desire to receive this or that 
spiritual good. Righteousness is truth before God, or the justi- 
fication before the judgment of God’s truth, brought forward hy 
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our Lord Jesus and appropriated by man by his faith in its 
redeeming action. 

To hunger and thirst after righteousness thus signifies a 
strong desire, like physical hunger and thirst, to be righteous 
before God by faith in the Lord Christ as the redeemer cf the 
world. 

They shall be filled: That is, with this righteousness; the justi- 
fication will be given to them in the kingdom of Messiah, they 
will obtain it, will be brought to it. If we understand here 
righteousness in the narrower sense of the word, as that species 
of righteousness which is the opposite to the love of litigation, we 
may by being filled understand a sensuous reward, for he ‘who 
loves justice possesses everything with security. They shall be 
filled even here, because they are satisfied with little, and still 
more in the world to come. 

The merciful: Those who will be touched by the misfortunes 
and in general by the sufferings of others, and help them in 
whatever way they can, with their efforts or counsels, or conde- 
scensions to their foibles, or in general with what their neigh- 
bours may have a need of. For this they shall themselves be 
dealt with mercifully. The Lord himself will be merciful to 
them for their mercy. He will receive them into his kingdom, 
which in itself serves as a sign of God’s merey toward man. 

However, they shall obtain mercy even here from men, for he 
who yesterday has shown mercy and to-day has fallen into mis- 
fortune will obtain mercy from all. 

The pure in heart: Those whose actions, thoughts, intentions, 
and moral rules of activity are pure, unselfish, and truthful, — 
in general men who preserve their spiritual purity, who have 
obtained absolute purity and are not conscious of any cunning, 
or who pass their lives in chastity, for, in order to see God, we 
have no other need than this virtue. 

Shall see God: Not only in spiritual contemplation, but also 
with their physical eyes, in his manifestations, and not only in 
the world to come, when with all the saints they will enjoy the 
contemplation of God, but also in this world, when in the purity 
of their hearts they will be more able than any one else to see 
God in his proper beauty and to enter into communion with him. 
As a mirror reflects the pictures when it is pure, thus only a 
pure heart can contemplate God and comprehend the Scripture. 
This promise does not contradict those passages of Scripture 
where mention is made of the impossibility of seeing God, for 
in those latter passages reference is had to the full vision or com- 
prehension of God in his essence, which is really impossible ; 
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Scripture frequently speaks of seeing God, in so far as that is 
possible for man, for God reveals himself to man in accessible 
images, though in himself he is purest spirit. 

Peacemakers: ‘Those who, living in the world with all, use 
their means, their influence, for making peace among men in any 
relation whatever, who avert contentions and discord, who make 
peace among antagonists, and so forth. 

Children of God: All the believers are children of one heavenly 
Father, but especially the peacemakers. 

God is a God of peace: Those who make peace among men are 
like to God particularly in this, and are especially worthy to be 
called the children of God. They are particularly like the God- 
man, who came upon earth for the especial reason that he might 
reconcile God and men, and in this case they are indeed the 
children of the God-man. 

Shall be called: That is, shall actually be such. 


Reuss (p. 196): 


Nous pensons qu’on peut facilement ramener toutes les quali- 
tés du vrai disciple de Christ, énumérées dans notre texte, a cette 
idée fondamentale et simple. La pauwvreté en esprit n’est donc 
ni la misére matérielle supportée pieusement, ni le manque de 
capacités intellectuelles. Elle est opposée a la richesse imagi- 
naire, qui est essentiellement celle de homme qui prétend étre 
moralement parfait ou quitte envers Dieu; et de méme qu’elle a 
la conscience de ce qui lui manque a cet égard, elle s’empresse 
aussi daller @ la véritable source du bien et de la vérité. (Le 
terme est fréquemment employé dans les Psaumes dans un sens 
analogue.) Les autres qualifications n’ont pas besoin d’explica- 
tion; nous aurons seulement & justifier ’emploi du mot résigné, 
que nos prédécesseurs remplacent par doux et débonnaire. Cette 
derniére version est acceptable, et semble bien s’accorder avec la 
miséricorde et V’esprit pacifique. Mais comme dans les premiéres 
phrases il s’agit plutdt de rapports religieux que sociaux, et qua’ 
vrai dire tout se concentre dans Vidée qwil faut agir de manitre 
a étre bien avec Dien, la douceur dVhumeur s’exprimera dans la 
soumission & la volonté supréme, l’amour de la paix se révélera 
dans l’abnégation, dans la patience, dans le renoncement 4 la 
lutte aggressive ou rémunératrice avec le monde (vy. 38 suiv.). Et 
la miséricorde méme (dont le nom en hébreu est identique avec 
celui de la charité) peut rentrer dans le méme cercle d’idées. La 
pureté du ceeur est naturellement opposée & la pureté légale, & une 
pratique réglementaire des devoirs civils ou rituels. Enfin la 
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justice, qui dans le sens judaique est l’exact accomplissement 
des prescriptions positives, sera dans le sens évangélique (v. 20) 
la perfection intérieure, telle que la suite du discours la décrira 
par une série d’exemples. 


/ 
/ 


(d) Ott vwetépa éotiv means ts accessible to you, you are 
already in the kingdom of God, because you are vagrants. 
The kingdom of God is open and accessible to vagrants 
and closed against rich men. 


21. Maxdpror of kdal- 
ovTes viv, OTL yehaoerTe. 

22. Makdpwoi ore, 
brav pichowow buds ob 
d&vOpwiro., kal 6Tav ado- 
plowow duds, Kal dverdl- 
cwot, Kal €xBaddwou 7d 
dvoma Uu@y ws Tovnpor, 
évexa Tod viov Tov avOpw- 
Tov. 

23. Xalpere év éxelvy 
TH Neepe Kal oKLPTH- 
cate: l6ov yap, 6 ploGos 
buav words év T@ ov- 
pave: Kara Tatra yap 
érolovy Tots mpopytats 
ot marépes att ov. 

24. Iidkhy oval vpty 
Tots mAovolois, OTL amé- 
NeTE THY TWapakAnow 
Ua. 

25. Oval byly, of éu- 
memAnopmévor, OTL Tevd- 
cere. oval byiv, of yeNGv- 
Tes vov, ST. mevOnoere 
Kal KNavoerTe. 

26. Oval vulv, brav 
Kah@s twas elrwor way- 
tes of &vOpwrot Kara 
TavTa yap érolouy Tots 
Pevdorpopyrats of maré- 
€s avT OV. 


Luke vi. 21. Blessed 
are ye that weep now: 
for ye shall laugh. 


22. Blessed are ye, 
when men shall hate 
you, and when they 


shall separate you from 
their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast 
out your name as evil, 
for the Son of man’s 
sake. 


23. Rejoice ye in that 
day, and leap for joy: 
for, behold, your re- 
wardis great in heaven: 
for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto 
the prophets. 


24. But? woe unto yous 
that are rich! for ye 
have received your con- 
solation.¢ 


25. Woe unto you that 
are full! for ye shall 
hunger. Woe unto you 
that laugh now! for ye 
shall mourn and weep. 


26. Woe unto you, 
when all men_ Shall 
speak well of you! for 
so did their fathers to 
the false prophets. 


21. Happy are those 
who weep now, for you 
will laugh. 

22. Happy are you, 
when men wili account 
you for nothing and will 
renounce you, and re- 
proach you, and con- 
demn your work, and 
call it bad for the sake 
of the son of man. 


23. Rejoice then and 
dance, for your reward 
is great with God, Their 
fathers did the same 
with the prophets. 


24. But pitiable are 
you who are rich! You 
are pitiable, because you 
remove consolation from 
yourselves. 


25. Pitiable are you 
that are full! for you 
will be suffering. Piti- 
able are you who laugh 
now! for you will mourn 
and weep. 


26. Pitiable you are, 
when all men_ praise 
you! for so did their 
fathers praise the false 
prophets. 


(a) oval with the dative cannot be translated otherwise 
than by the adjective pitiable. 
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(b) wAnv, which points to contradistinction, shows that 
ovat with the dative is opposed to waxapvos. 

(c) The words 671 dméyete THY TapakrAnow vay is 
generally translated in the most incorrect manner pos- 
sible, received consolation. améyo means to remove from 
one, that is, not to enter the kingdom of God. This 
expression corresponds to the expression, Because yours 
is the kingdom of God. As the subsequent beatitudes 
are the result of poverty, so here the subsequent mis- 
fortunes are the consequences of the rejection of the 
consolation of the kingdom of God. 


From the whole teaching and example of Jesus it 
follows that, in order to obtain the kingdom of God, it is 
necessary not to care for the carnal life. John, who was 
the first to proclaim the kingdom of God, lived in the 
wilderness. Jesus, too, went into the wilderness, and 
after the wilderness lived without a home and without 
possessions. The chief idea of the temptation is the 
renunciation of worldly goods. 

The discourse with Simon and with the whore, the 
parable of the Pharisee and the tax-collector, the instruc- 
tion as to what defiles man, the conversation with the 
woman of Samaria, the discourse with the Pharisees 
and with Nicodemus, express the uselessness of every- 
thing earthly and carnal for the human good and for 
life. The parable of the sprouting seeds, where it says 
that the two chief obstacles for entering the kingdom 
of God are the fear of persecutions and the love of 
riches, everything speaks of the renunciation of earthly 
cares. A man who has renounced all earthly cares is a 
mendicant. 

And so Jesus names directly that external condition 
which is necessary in order to enter the kingdom of God. 


He says, Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom 
of God. 
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In the discourse concerning John, Jesus said that the 
teaching consisted in this, that the mendicants, the vagrants, 
were blessed. 

Before this the proposition that for one’s good one 
must not care tor earthly things resulted from other 
propositions, but now Jesus, in expounding the essence 
of his teaching, says, as he turns to the multitude and 
expresses his idea in intelligible words, that only the 
mendicant and vagrant can enter the kingdom of God; 
and that the rich, those who are filled and praised, ‘will 
not enter it, because riches, overfeeding, and fame remove 
the kingdom of God, and the rest of the sermon is only a 


proof of this proposition. 


THE SALT OF THE EARTH, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
13. ‘Yuets éore 7d Matt. v.13. Ye are 13. You are the salt of 


the world. If the salt is 
not salted, with what 


the salt of the earth: but 


dhas ris ys éav 670 if the salt have lost his 


ddas pwpavdn, év thu 
anicOjoeTar; els ovdev 
loxver rr, eb uy BNOF- 
vat @£w, kal KaTamaret- 
o0at bd TOV avOpwrwr. 


(a) yh the inhabited earth, the world, 


savour, wherewith shall 
it be salted? itis thence- 
forth good for nothing, 
but to” be cast out, and 
to be trodden under 
foot of men. 


it by the whole world. 
(b) popavOn means will grow bad, but it cannot be 


translated otherwise than by lose its saltiness. 


shall we salt? It is not 
good for anything, but 
to be thrown under 
people’s feet. 


and so I translate 


The salt 


in Palestine was not like ours, which is evaporated or 
mined, and easily lost its saltiness. 


The meaning is that you serve as the salt for the 
world, that is, make it good; but if the salt is no longer 
salt, what will season ine ovldl of men, what will make 


them good ? 


14. ‘Ypets €ore Td Pos 
Tov Kéapmov: ov dvvaTat 
modus KpuBAvar érdvw 
dpous Keer: 


Matt. v. 14. Ye are 


hill cannot be hid. 


14. A city that is set 


the light of the world. ona hill cannot be hid. 
A city that is set on a 
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15. Ovd5e Kalovor Nv- 
xvov Kal reac abrov 
bird Tov uddiovy, GXN ert 
Thy Nuxvlav, Kal Adjree 
maou Tots €v TH olkla. 

16. OtTw Aamparw 
7) POs Kudy Eumpoober 
Tav avOpmrwr, Smrws 
YSwow duav Ta Kara 
%pya, kal dofdowor Tov 


15. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put 
it under a bushel, but 
ona candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that 
are in the house. 


16. Let your light so 
shine before men, that 
they may see your good 
works, and glorify« your 
Father which is in 
heaven. 
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15. And he who lights 
a candle does not put it 
under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick, that it may 
light all in the room. 


16. Let your light so 
shine before men, that 
they may see your good 
works and understand 
God your Father. 


mwatépa vudy Tov év Tots 
ovpavots. 


(a) d0€abw to think, wnderstand, asswme. “Glorify” is 
a metaphorical meaning, which is not applicable here. 


This is the way the passage is explained by the church: 


Ye: Refers both to the nearest disciples of the Lord, who 
heard him directly, and to ‘all other disciples of Christ, to true 
Christians. 

The salt of the earth: An allegorical expression. Salt preserves 
eatables against corruption and makes food wholesome and 
agreeable. Similarly Christians must by their activity, their 
conduct, and their example preserve the world against. moral 
corruption and decay, and succour its moral health. By attract- 
ing divine blessing with their prayers and having a moral 
influence on their surroundings by the purity of their lives, they 
must avert the complete fall of the world into vices and crimes, 
develop and strengthen in it healthy ideas and conceptions and 
healthy principles for moral activity. 

But if the salt have lost its savour, etc.: Will become unsalted ; 
that, of course, is impossible, but the Saviour only assumes the 
case: if it happened that the salt became unsalted. Still, trav- 
ellers have observed that in those countries there is a kind of 
salt which entirely loses its power and is good for nothing except 
to be thrown out into the road, to be tramped upon by men. 

“ T broke off a piece of such salt,” says one of the travellers 
(Mondrel, Nach Palestina, p. 162), “and put it out in the rain, 
the sun, and the air, and though some crystals of salt could be 
seen, it had entirely lost its power. But within the power was 
preserved, as an experiment taught me.” 

This metaphorical expression means: If you, my disciples and 
teachers of the universe, should lose your inner, moral worth 
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and influence on the world, what could give it power and influ- 
ence? Nothing. Even if you should prove impotent to renovate 
the world, having preserved it against further corruption and 
morally strengthened it, what will become of it and what will 
strengthen you and make you capable of renovating the world? 
Nothing, and you yourselves will perish, like salt which has lost 
its power and is thrown out to be trodden upon. Especially, if a 
teacher loses his mind, that is, does not teach, arraign, and cor- 
rect, and grows lazy, how will he mend? He must be deprived 
of his vocation and be subject to contempt. 

Ye are the light of the world: Again an allegorical expression. 
By the light, or rather the luminary, of the world the sun is 
meant. The sun makes objects visible, shows their form, beauty, 
or monstrousness, and revives. 

The word light is used in speech concerning mental and moral 
enlightenment. The light is the source and image of enlighten- 
ment. In this sense the appellation of light refers more par- 
ticularly to our Lord Jesus, for he is the light which enlightens 
the world, the source of light of every vision. The apostles, 
Christ’s disciples, and all true Christian believers are the rays of 
the sun of righteousness and the candlesticks of the world to the 
extent to which they by their lives and teaching enlighten that 
which God himself announces to us about himself: they must 
enlighten the blind mentally and vivify those who are like the 
dead. 

Of the world: Again not the world (as in y. 13) of one nation, 
but of the whole universe. 

A city cannot be hid, etc.: Many cities of Judea, as ef other 
countries, were situated on tops of mountains or hills, so that 
they could be seen from afar. Mondrel says that near the place 
where (presumably) the Lord delivered this sermon, there is still 
a little town called Safat (ancient discourse), which is seen from 
afar, and it may be that the Saviour, pronouncing these words, 
pointed to this town, comparing it with his disciples. They are 
visible from a distance and must be seen; their actions cannot 
be concealed: the eyes of the world must be and will be turned 
toward them. If they were of little spirit and wished to conceal 
themselves, that would be as unnatural as it would be for a city 
that stands on a hill to be invisible or hid. 

Put it under a bushel: Which would conceal the light; but in 
that case there would be no reason for lighting the candle. The 
same is true in relation ‘to the Christian faith and to all Chris- 
tians. ‘They have to be the light of the faith and with a life 
that is in conformity with the faith they must enlighten the 


220 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


whole world and extend its benefits upon all. The Christians 
must not hide it, but must confess and disseminate it everywhere, 
otherwise Christ’s high aim will not be fully attained. ; 

Let your light so shine, etc.: Let your faith, your virtuous life, 
and your pure confession of faith be visible and known to all and 
everywhere, in every social condition, in all your public duties, 
at home and outside your home, in happiness and in misfortune, 
in wealth and in poverty. 

Glorify your Father, etc. : The impelling cause why the Chris- 
tians must appear so to the world is not that they might be seen 
by the world, which would be boasting, but only the glory of the 
heavenly Father. He did not say, Show your virtue, for that is 
not good, but, Let your light shine by itself in such a way that 
your enemies even may wonder and glorify, not you, but your 
heavenly Father. The Pharisees showed their virtues to the 
world, that they might be seen by men; a Christian must not 
care for that, but that through him men may glorify God, seeing 
their high life and purity of faith ; not ambition, which is strictly 
prohibited by the Saviour, but the glory of God is the aim of a 
Christian’s conduct in relation to others. (Archim. Mikh., 
Gospel of Matt. pp. 71-74.) 


From these interpretations it follows again that these 
words have really no meaning, no connection with what 
precedes and what follows, and are said merely that the 
church might interpret them to us in its own manner. 

From Reuss follows the same. Reuss says directly that 
these words are out of place, and that it is possible to find 
a meaning for them, and he finds it (Reuss, pp. 198-200): 


Ce second morceau non-seulement se détache de ce qui 
précede et de ce qui suit, de sorte qu’on aurait tort de recher- 
cher péniblement une liaison plus intime des divers éléments, 
mais les passages paralléles des autres évangiles, que nous avons 
dai emprunter & quatre contextes absolument différents, peuvent 
faire naitre des doutes au sujet de la place qui est assignée ici 
aux sentences alléguées. Néanmoins il y aura moyen de leur 
trouver un sens parfaitement approprié a la tendance de tout ce 
discours, celui-la méme que le rédacteur a dfi avoir en vue en les 
plagant ici. 

Il s’agit encore des disciples de Jésus, mais pas le moins du 
monde exclusivement de ceux qu’il a appelés ses premiers apdtres. 
Tout a Vheure il leur a été dit qwils avaient a s’attendre & des 
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conflits avec le monde, et a une séparation d’avec lui, laquelle 
a plusieurs égards serait méme un devoir pour eux. Maintenant, 
au contraire, il leur est parlé de devoirs qui les rapprocheront 
du monde, qui les mettront avec lui dans des relations directes et 
suivies. Cela est exprimé d’une maniére figurée ou allégorique. 

1. Vous étes le sel de la terre. Le sel sert & assaisonner la 
nourriture, mais surtout a la préserver de la corruption ou 
décomposition. Jésus se servait de cette image avec l’applica- 
tion spéciale a la fabrication du pain (Matth. xiii. 33), et de 
maniére que sa pensée ne présente pas d’obscurité. Sur la terre, 
c’est-a-dire dans la grande masse de l’humanité, ses disciples sont 
et doivent étre un élément salutaire, destiné a la pénétrer et 
& lui communiquer une vertu ou qualité indispensable pour sa 
sauté, comme le levain est pour la pate de farine une condition 
de saveur et de salubrité. Jl importe done que ce principe de 
santé, cette puissance de régénération active, soit réellement 
en eux d’abord, car si elle faisait défaut, il n’y aurait pas moyen 
de la remplacer. Le sel qui a perdu sa force, sa nature, ne peut 
plus la recouvrer, litt.: ne peut plus étre salé de nouveau, il 
n’existe pas d’autre matiére qui puisse lui donner ce qwil possé- 
dait et ce qu’il aurait perdu. Il convient de se placer au point 
de vue d’une époque ot Jésus lui-méme n’y serait plus, et oti, par 
conséquent, il ne susciterait plus d’autres disciples a la place de 
ceux qui auraient manqué a leur vocation. I] parle ici a la tota 
lité et n’a pas égard & la distinction 4 faire éventuellement entre 
ceux qui resteraient fidéles et ceux qui feraient défaut. 

2. Vous étes la lumiere du monde. Cette seconde image est si 
populaire qu’il suffira de rappeler qu’elle ne doit pas étre restreinte 
au progrés de l’intelligence. Le Nouveau Testament ne sépare 
pas dans ’homme la nature spirituelle et la nature morale. Dans 
le ménage, quand on allume un flambeau, c’est pour éclairer la 
chambre ; il serait absurde d’aller cacher sous un meuble ce qui 
doit répandre la clarté. C’est ainsi que ceux qui ont eux-mémes 
regu communication de la lumiére que Jésus est venu apporter 
au monde, doivent 4 leur tour la faire servir & d’autres. I ne 
suffit pas de la posséder soi-méme, on ‘ne doit pas s’en contenter 
comme d’un bien & mettre & profit individuellement: le grand 
devoir, c’est Vactivité au dehors, c’est le travail pou’ le bien 
général, ce que l’apdtre plus tard, en se servant dui autre 
image, a appelé l’édification. Voild les bonnes @uvres dons varle 
le texte. S’il s’agissait d’ceuvres de bienfaisance, Jésus ne par 
lerait pas de la nécessité de les faire voir (chap. vi.). Glorifier 
Dieu veut dire, en style biblique, se ranger de son cdté, se 
convertir a lui. 
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La phrase incidente qui-parle de la ville batie sur la montagne 
et qu’on voit de loin, dérange la simplicité de la comparaison, et 
pourrait bien avoir été primitivement étrangere a ce contexte. 
Elle ne saurait se rapporter au devoir dont il vient d’étre ques- 
tion, elle constate plutot un fait. Appliqué aux disciples de 
Christ, ce fait, c’est qu’ils se trouveront placés en évidence, que 
tous les regards se porteront sur eux; il en résultera également 
des devoirs particuliers qu'il est facile d’entrevoir, mais auxquels 
notre texte ne s’arréte pas; ce serait une exégése bien singuliére 
et bien froide qui ferait dire au Seigneur: De méme qu’une 
ville batie sur le haut d’une montagne ne peut pas étre invisible, 
de méme vous devez vous faire voir. 


It is evident that not only by failing to understand 
the words, Blessed are the mendicants and vagrants, with 
which the discourse begins, but also by intentionally 
ascribing to these words another, obscure meaning, the 
subsequent elucidation of a falsely understood thought 
must have appeared out of place and obscure. But we 
need only keep in mind the words and thoughts of Jesus, 
and the words about the salt and the light are by no 
means obscure, and without them what precedes and 
follows would remain obscure. 

The words, We the mendicants, the vagrants, are 
blessed, because ours is the kingdom of God, are not 
flowers of sentimental eloquence, such as the words, 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, appear to be, but a terrible, 
awful idea for those men who regard as good that position 
in society, which they have created for themselves, and a 
truth full of joy for all those who are unhappy. 

And these words, comprehended in all their signifi- 
cance, demand elucidation, and everything which follows 
_ gives this elucidation. The elucidation is this, that you, 
the mondicants, are the salt of the earth, and you are 
blessed, because yours is the kingdom of God, but it is 
yours only when you are the salty salt, when you know 
that blessedness consists in poverty, when you wish it. 
Then you are the salt of the earth. You are the adorn- 
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ment, the meaning of the world. . But if you are acci- 
dentally vagrants and wish to be something else than 
vagrants, you are good for nothing, like unsalted salt, — 
then you are the outcasts of the human race. Vagrants, 
mendicants, who are not satisfied with their condition, 
are good for nothing, and men properly tread them under- 
foot. By having understood that you are blessed in your 
poverty, you are the light of the world, and as the light 
is not hid, but put out, so you must not deny your pov- 
erty, not hide it, but put it out, like the light. And this 
light will shine for other men, and other men, looking at 
your voluntary and blessed life of mendicants, will under- 


stand the life of the spirit of your Father. 


17. Mh voulonre bre 
HrABov Katadioat Tov 
vomov 7) Tovs wpopyras: 
otk FABov Karadvou, 
ada TANPorat. 

18. "Auhv yap éyw 
july, “Kws av mapédOy 6 
ovpavos kal ) yH lara 
éy ® pla Kepata ov wn 
mapéNOy ard Tov vopou, 
éws dv mavra yévnTac. 

19. “Os éav od» Nion 
play Tv évTodk@v Tov- 
Twyv TOY éhaxloTwr, Kal 
5ddE otTw Tols avOpw- 
mous, éddxucTros KAO7- 
cera év TH Baorrela 
trav obpavav: bs 8 av 
momon Kal duddEy, obTos 
péyas KAnOjoeTae ev TH 
Baciela TOv otpavar. 

20. Adyw yap vpty, 
bre dav ph Twepisceton 7 
Sixatocvvn buadv mecov 
Tov Yypauparéwy Kal 
Papicalwy, ov uy elo éd- 
Onre eis THY Bacirelay 
TOV obpavyr, 


THE ETERNAL LAW 


Matt. v. 17. Think not 
that [ am comeé¢ to des- 
troy. the law, or the 
prophets:¢ I am = not 
come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. 


18. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.¢ 


19. Whosoever there- 
fore shall breake one of 
thesey least command- 
mentsf and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom 
of heaven: but whoso- 
ever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be 
ealled great in the king- 
dom of heaven. 


20. For I say unto you, 
That except your right- 
eousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, 

‘ye shall in no case enter 
into the kingdom of 
heaven, 


17. Do not think that 
I am teaching how to 
destroy the law. I am 
not teaching to destroy, 
but to fulfil. 


18. Verily I tell you, 
As long as heaven and 
earth stand, so long will 
every statute of the law 
stand before you, until 
it is fulfilled. 


19, So that if any one 
will regard as unneces- 
sary even one of these 
few rules and will teach 
men so, he will be the 
least in the kingdom of 
God, But he who will 
do and teach will be the 
greatest in the kingdom 
of God. ; 


20. I tell you in ad- 
vance that if your fulfil- 
ment will be such as is 
the fulfilment of the 
scribes and the Phari- 
sees, you will in no case 
enter into the kingdom 
of God. 
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(a) épyopae has in all places, where it has for a modi- 
fier a verb or a verbal noun, to be translated by to come, 
to disclose, show, teach, or simply by to show, teach. 

(b) kataddoae means to destroy, and vémwos with the 
article means in the whole Gospel the law of God, in 
distinction from the law of Moses, which was always 
expressed by the same word, but without the article. 
Examples of the use of the law in general with the 
article is to be found in the Gospel: 

Matt. xxii. 36. Avddoxare, rola évtorAn meyadn év 
TO VOMY 5 

Matt. xxiii. 23. Odal ipiv, ypapparteis cat Papicaion, 
broxpital, 6tt amobecaTovTe TO ndvVoo MoV Kal TO avnOov 
kal 7d KUpwov, Kal adnate TA BapUTepa Tod vdmov, THY 
KPUCH. ens 

Examples of the use of the law of Moses without the 
article : 

Luke ii. 23 and 24. Tlapacrica té Kupio, Kkabos 
yéyparta. év vou@ Kupiov,... Kal tod dodvar Ovoiar, 
KaTa TO elpnwévov év vouw Kupiov, ‘ Zebyos tpvyovev 4) 
dvo0 veoocols tepiotepov, but especially there are ex- 
amples of both in the epistles. 

(c) In many texts the words # tods mpodytas are 
omitted. 

The law and the prophets was a customary expression, 
and so it was easy to attach wpopfra to the word vépos ; 
but this addition breaks the sense, for there is no refer- 
ence here to the law and the prophets, but to the law in 
general. 

Jesus says, From everything which you have heard and 
seen of me, — the rejection of ceremonies, of the temple, 
and now, my saying that blessed are the vagrants and 
admonishing all to become vagrants, — you may think that 
I loose people’s hands and-say, Do as you please, there is 
neither good, nor bad, nor law. Do not think so: I do 
not teach that at all,—I do not teach lawlessness, but 
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the fulfilment of the law, namely, of this, — and he goes 
on to speak of the short rules which he gives: He who 
will do so, that is, as I am going to tell you, will be in 
the kingdom of God. 

More than that. In some of the quotations of the 
Fathers the whole passage reads as follows: 7) Soxeéte ; 
OTe HAGov TWANpwoar Tov vopmov 4 Tos mpodntas; ovK 
HAVov TANPHoaL, GAAG KaTaddoa. Word for word, 
What do you think? That I have come to fulfil the law 
or the prophets? I did not come to fulfil, but to destroy. 
Only in this context are the words or the prophets intel- 
ligible. Apparently this whole turn of speech was not 
accepted in the canon, but the words or the prophets were 
taken and transferred into the sentence where they are 
unintelligible. 

(ad) This whole eighteenth verse has served up to the 
present as a stumbling-block for the theologians. 

This is what Reuss says (pp. 202 and 203): 


A premiere vue on dirait que Vintention du Seigneur est de 
déclarer, de la manieére la plus positive et la plus énergique, qu’il 
entend maintenir l’autorité absolue de Ja Loi jusque dans ses 
moindres parties. (La loi et les Prophetes, c’est la formule consa- 
crée dans la synagogue pour désigner les livres saints dont on 
faisait lecture a la communauté assemblée. Voyez notre his- 
toire du Canon, chap I.) Mais en y réfléchissant, on est d’abord 
arrété par le fait que I’Kglise chrétienne a mis de cété une bonne 
partie de la Loi, celle-la méme a laquelle les contemporains de 
Jésus attachaient le plus d’importance; ensuite on se souvient 
‘que l’apétre Paul a proclamé trés-hautement la déchéance de la 
Loi, pour y substituer un principe régulateur tout différent. 
Enfin on se représente nécessairement les nombreuses occasions 
ou Jésus lui-méme, ou bien se met au-dessus de la Loi (Mare ii. 
27. Matth. xii. 6, etc.), ou bien en proclame la fin (Marc xiv. 
58. Jean iv. 24), ou la réduit & l’un de ses éléments de maniére 
a écarter les autres ou du moins & les refouler sur l’arriere-plan 
(Matth. xxiii. 23; vii. 12; xxii. 40; ix. 13, etc.), ou enfin la 
condamne directement comme imparfaite (Matth. xix. 8, comp. 
xv. 11 suiv.). A moins de supposer un changement survenu 
dans ses idées, ou une contradiction flagrante dans les tra- 
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ditions relatives & son enseignement, on se trouve donc dans uné 
grande perplexité en face des versets 18 et 19 de notre texte, et 
beaucoup d’interprétes n’ont cru pouvoir se tirer @embarras qu’en 
accusant les judéo-chrétiens d’avoir coloré a leur gré les paroles 
du Maitre, si tant est qu’ils ne Vaient pas fait parler tout a fait 
gratuitement dans leur sens. D’autres encore, fermant les yeux 
sur tout le reste, se sont arrétés a ces déclarations pour en con- 
clure que Jésus ne s’est point élevé, pour sa part, au-dessus du 
niveau de la conception de ses disciples galiléens. Nous ne 
parlons pas d’une troisieme supposition, absolument inadmis- 
sible, qui consiste a dire que Jésus n’a eu en vue ici que la loi 
morale. 

Ces suppositions sont infirmées d’un cdté déja par le fait que 
Lue, Vévangéliste dit paulinien et universaliste, reproduit la 
méme assertion, de l'autre par celui que notre texte méime con- 
tient des éléments tres-caractéristiques dans le sens évangélique 
et anti-légal. Il ne peut done étre question, ni de rejeter les 
déclarations des versets 18 et 19 comme purement et simplement 
inauthentiques, ni de les accepter dans un sens qui serait absolu- 
ment incompatible avec ce dernier point de vue. 


All that is quite true, except the last frivolous and 
entirely unjustifiable conclusion that it is inadmissible to 
assume that Jesus has in view only the moral law. This 
bold denial is surprising. 

Still more surprising is the mention of Luke’s text as 
overthrowing all the assumed explanations. Such a bold 
denial of the only clear and simple meaning which this 
verse has would be absolutely inexplicable if we did not 
see that the meaning of the discourse was unintelligible 
from the very beginning. The failure to understand the 
simple meaning, and the substitution of an artificial one, 
has taken place here also for the same reason that this 
has happened in verses 14—16. 

To the first verses of the beatitudes, which is the 
thesis of the whole discourse, a false meaning has been 
given, so how could they help but blunder in the expla- 
nation of what follows ? 

For Reuss (just as for the church) the verses about the 
salt and the light are an interpolation which is not con- 
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nected with what precedes, and the whole discourse, from 
the seventeenth to the forty-eighth verse of Chapter V. 
of Matthew is an obtrusive interpolation. Reuss says 
directly (p. 202): 


Ce morceau qui ne se trouve dans aucune liaison d’idées avec 
celui qui précéde et dont il ne se rencontre que quelques frag- 
ments dans la rédaction de Luc, forme un tout, et doit étre 
étudié dans son ensemble, quoique Vévangéliste y ait inséré par 
ci pur la des éléments qui, tout en présentant quelque analogie 
avee le texte principal, lui ont été primitivement étrangers. 
Cette circonstance nous explique pourquoi cette page, l’une des 
plus belles et des plus importantes dans les Evangiles, offre 
maintenant quelques difficultés et a pu donner lieu 2 des 
méprises. I] est facile de voir que Jésus parle ici de sa posi- 
tion & l’égard de la Loi. La question est de savoir au juste ce 
quw’il en dit. 


This is what the church says: 


Verily I say unto you: An assertion of the indubitableness of 
what is said. 

Till heaven and earth pass, etc.: As long as this world stands, 
that is, to the end of time, or, Sooner will heaven and earth 
pass, sooner will there be an end to the world than that the law 
will remain unfulfilled in its spirit and its essence. 

Jot: A letter of the Hebrew alphabet, a line, a small turn, by 
which one letter differs from another, which it resembles in 
form; these words state that the least and apparently most 
insignificant part of the law will not pass, will not remain 
without fulfilment, as the immutable word of God, which 
cannot be void and remain without fulfilment. 

Till all be fulfilled: That is, im the spirit and in the essence, 
and not according to the letter. The whole law was a shadow 
of the future ; when the body itself appeared, the shadow lost 
its significance, but at the same time there was fulfilled what 
the shadow pointed to. The obsolete Old Testament was 
obliterated ; it gave way to a most perfect one, of which it 
was only the shadow. He who fulfils the New Testament at the 
same time fulfils the Old, not according to the dead letter, but in 
the highest perfection, as, for example, he who is not angry with 
his brother fulfils in the highest degree the commandment, Thou 
shalt not kill, for he who is not angry cannot kill, and so forth. 
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This explanation, like all church explanations, explains 
nothing. as to what is to be understood by the word of 
God, and in what relation Christ’s teaching stands to the 
law of Moses, and what is to be understood by the law. 

All we have to do is not to disrupt the teaching and to 
view it in connection with what precedes and follows, 
and again the meaning is not only clear, but also conclu- 
sive. Jesus says, One has to be a mendicant, a vagrant, 
in order to enter the kingdom of God, that is, to renounce 
all the forms of life. The vagrant has always been a 
detested being, to whom, as it were, everything is per- 
mitted, who is outside of the law. In verses 15 and 16 
Jesus said, One must be a voluntary vagrant and not 
against one’s will; in these two verses he again says that 
one has to be a vagrant, not one who is outside of the 
law, for whom there is no law, and to whom everything 
is permitted, but a vagrant who fulfils the law, that is, 
certain rules. 

The word vdéuos with the article is to be understood 
as the lot morale. 

The context in Luke, which Reuss adduces so friv- 
olously in confirmation of his discussion, shows as 
clearly as possible, from the very passage where it is 
found, what is to be understood by vemos and by the 
phrase, Not one jot of the law shall pass. 


Luke xvi. 16. The law and the prophets were until John: 


since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
vresseth into it. 


It says, The law and the prophets, that is, the written, 
Jewish law was needed before John, but now, The king- 
dom of God is announced, and so forth, and soon after, 
It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle 
of the law to fail. Either Luke purposely put together 
two verses that contradict each other, or he understood 
by, The law and the prophets, what was destroyed since 
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the time of John, or by the law, without the addition 
of the prophets, he meant that other thing which can 
never be destroyed as long as there are men. 

The understanding-of the law as the lot morale, and 
the writing it without the article, are particularly clear 
in the following passages from Paul’s epistles to the 
Romanus: 


Rom. iii. 27. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? of works? Nay; but by the law of faith. 

28. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by -faith 
without the deeds of the law. 

31. Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law. 


Here reference is made to the law and the prophets, to 
the written law, then again: 


Rom. vii. 16. Tf then I do that which I would not, I consent 
unto the law that it is good. 

21. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, eyil is 
present with me. 

23. But I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my members. 


Here reference is made to the loi morale. That the 
moral law is meant is also evident from this, that at the 
end of the sermon, after counting out everything which 
ought to be done, Jesus says, In this, that is, in these 
small rules, lies the whole law and the prophets, that 
is, these few rules take the place of the whole written 
law. Jesus says, I do not destroy the law; on the con- 
trary, I fulfil it, because the law exists for man more 
unchangeably than heaven and earth, — until all be done. 

In Luke we must understand it: Until all shall be 
done according to the law. 

The idea is that the law, the indication of what must 
be done, existed, and will exist, as long as the world 
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exists and until all shall be fulfilled, that is, the law 
can fail to exist only in two cases: (1) if the world 
came to an end, (2) if men always executed the law, 
since the law is only an indication of what is not 
executed, an indication of the deviation. 

(e) Avev cannot be translated otherwise than by to 
regard as wnnecessary. 


John v. 18. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that 
God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

John vii. 23. If a man on the sabbath day receive circum- 
cision, that the iaw of Moses should not be broken ; are ye angry 
at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the 
sabbath day ? 


(f) évtorn command. I do not translate it by com- 
mandment, because with this word we are wont in 
Russian to connect the idea of the commandments of 
Moses. 

(g) tovrwy refers to the commandments, commands, 
rules. 

ff we do not keep in mind the fact that the meaning 
of the discourse was distorted in the beginning, it will be 
difficult to understand why this word tovrwy is, as it 
were, omitted and referred to the commandments of 
the law of Moses. If the reference were to the com- 
mandments of Moses, why would it be said, These 
commandments? What these? All? If go, it would 
not be necessary to say these, which will be mentioned 
only to be destroyed. How, then, does it say that not 
one letter of the law will be lost? And yet the church 
and Reuss take the eighteenth and nineteenth verses to 
refer to the commandments of Moses. 


Reuss says (p. 203): 


Nous pourrions encore demander la permission de regarder les 
deux versets suivants comme n’étant pas ici @ leur vraie place, 
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et le 20™e comme se rattachant directement au 17™¢, mais nous 
n’insistons pas sur cette simplification. 


The church says (Archim. Mikh., Gospel of Matt. 
p. 76): 


Break: Transgress, do what is contrary to the commandment, 
or by a distorted interpretation to take away the obligatory force 
of the commandment, for example, by representing the com- 
mandment as of little importance and its violation as not a 
sinful matter and the guilty person as not subject to responsi- 
bility or subject to small responsibility. 

One of these least commandments: The Pharisees divided the 
commandments of the law into two classes, into large and small 
ones, and of the latter they said that it is no sin to break them, 
though among them they placed the commandments which have 
reference to the very essence of the law, to love, charity, justice. 
It is of these that the Lord is speaking, calling them the least 
according to the false conception of the Pharisees. 


After that it says: 


St. Chrysostom and Theophilactes, on the other hand, inter- 
pret this differently: they say that the Lord does not call the 
least the commandments of the law of the Old Testament, but 
those which he intended to give, and that he calls them so from 
humility; as he has humbled himself and in many places speaks 
modestly of himself, so he also speaks of his law. 


And after all we do not find out how it is to be 
understood. 

Jesus says, You shall be vagrants, but there is and 
must be a law for every man, and I will give you a 
few rules; but if you observe these few rules, you will 
be in the kingdom of heaven, and, elucidating this, he 
says, In order to enter the kingdom of God it is neces- 
sary to be better than the Pharisees; to enter the king- 
dom of heaven it is necessary that your righteousness in 
relation to the law should be greater than the righteous- 
ness of the Pharisees, who do not fulfil the law. 
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FIRST COMMANDMENT: THOU SHALT 


21. ’Hrovoare 8re 
265¢0n rots apxators, 
Od dovetces: ds 5 ay 
poveton, evoxos eoTat 
Tq Kploet. 


22. “Eyd 6é déyw 
dutv, dre was 6 dpyefoue- 
vos T@ addekp@ avrod 
elk}, evoxos eorar TH 
xploe ds 0 av ely TH 
ade\p@ avrod, ‘Paka, 
évoxos %orae TH cuI- 
edplw: ds & av etry, 
Mwpé, @voxos eorac eis 
Thy yéevvav Tod tupés. 


Matt. v. 21. Ye have 
heard that it was said 
by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and 
whosoever. shall kill 
shall be in danger of 
the judgments (Ex. xx. 
13): 

22. But I say unto you, 
That whosoever is angry 
with his brother with- 
out a caused shall be in 
danger of the judg- 
ment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, 
Raca,¢ shall be in danger 
of the council:? but 
whosoever shall say, 
Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


NOT BE ANGRY 


21. You have heard 
that it was said to those 
of old time, Thou shalt 
not kill; he who kills is 
subject to judgment. 


22. But I tell you, He 
who is angry with his 
brother is already sub- 
ject to judgment. And 
he who says to his 
brother, Rascal, is sub- 
ject to criminal prose- 
cution. And he who 
says to his brother, 
Crazy, is subject to fire. 


(a2) Book of Numbers xxv. 1-28. 

(6) In many texts the word ex) is wanting; it is 
not in Luther, nor in the Vulgate, nor in Tischendort’s 
edition, and this word has been acknowledged to be an 
interpolation, It is superfluous to prove the obviousness 
of this interpolation. Everybody knows how rudely it 
contradicts the meaning of the whole teaching, how 
simply stupid it is. If it is only without a cause that 
it is not good to ‘be angry, then it is permitted to be 
angry with a cause. And who will be the judge what 
is a cause, and what not ? 

Here is the reflection made upon this occasion by 
the church (Gospel of Matt., p. 79): 


But I say unto you: Christ as the plenipotentiary lawgiver 
speaks here, as in other passages, as one who hath power, and 
not as the scribes and Pharisees. 


Dost thou see the complete power? 
manner of action proper to a lawgiver? Who of the prophets 
spoke that way? ‘Who of the righteous? Who of the patri- 
archs? Nobody. Such words spake the Lord, they said, but 


not so speaketh the son. They gave a law to slaves like them- 
selves, but this one gives it to his slaves. 


Dost thou see the 
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Angry without a cause: There is an anger which, so to speak, 
is legitimate, just, when it is directed against sin, against law- 
lessness, against crime, and grows out of jealousy for the glory 
of God and salvation of one’s neighbour. God himself is angry 
with the sinners. Christ looked in anger upon the hypocritical 
Pharisees (Mark iii. 5). Not of such anger is mention made 
here, but of anger without cause, for nothing, out of selfishness, 
ot the anger which is not based on the love of truth and virtue. 
If one is angry justly, for the sake of correction through spirit- 
ual jealousy, he will not be condemmed. 


This interpolation is remarkable as an example of those 
intentional corruptions to which the Gospel was subjected. 
A tiny word, but how it ruins the whole meaning, and 
how many other such interpretations there are ! 

(c) Raca, a Chaldee word which means contempt ; it 
tay be translated by apostate or rascal. 

(d@) Sanhedrim, a special court which for the most part 
condemned to death. 

(¢) Gehenna of fire was a valley where men were burnt 
as sacrifices to Molech. Zo give into Gehenna means to 
burn. 


The whole discourse, which is begun with the example 
of the law of Moses, that one has to be judged for mur- 
der, is carried on in accordance with the assumed com- 
parison. According to the law of Moses it is necessary 
to judge, that is, the highest penalty is to be meted out 
for murder. 

Jesus says, As you have been forbidden to kill, so I 
with the same severity forbid you to harbour anger in 
your heart against your brother. Still more severely do 
I forbid the manifestation of this anger in the expression 
of contempt for a man, and more severely still a greater 
manifestation of contempt (crazy, that is a man who can- 
not be treated rationally). 

The degree of the severity of the prohibition is ex- 
pressed in the punishment, and so Jesus expresses it. 


234 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


But evidently Jesus prescribes neither the sanhedrim, nor 


Gehenna. 


sanhedrim ought to be introduced. 


Tf we are to understand it in that way, the 
If we are to under- 


stand it that it is going to be so in the world to come, 
then it is not clear what that sanhedrim will be. 

For that reason it is evident that neither the sanhedrim 
nor the Gehenna is meant as something which is to be in 
the next world. The whole significance is only in the 
greater degree of criminality. 


23. “Eav oby mpocpeé- 
pns 70 d&pdv cov émt 
7d OvovacTHpiov, KaKel 
pevnoOjs dre 6 ddeAdds 
gov €xel TL KATA God, 

24, "Ages éxe? 76 50- 
pov cov éumpocbey rod 
Ovovacrnplov, Kal vraye, 
mp@rov diadrhayn. Tw 


Matt. v. 23, Therefore 
if thou bring thy gift to 
the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy 
brother hath aught 
against thee; 


24, Leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy 
gift. 


23. So that if thou 
bringest thy gift to the 
altar, and there remem- 
berest that thou hast a 
brother and that he has 
something against thee; 


24. Leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go, 
first make thy peace 
with thy brother, and 
then come and offer the 
gift. 


adeXP@ cov, Kal rTéreE 
éMayv mpbapepe TO 5W- 
pov cov. 


(a2) Then come and offer thy gift. Before that it was 
said that God needs no gift. Everything which served 
for the offering of gifts was driven out of the temple and 
it was forbidden to carry anything in, and so Jesus could 
not contradict himself and order a gift to be brought. 
The last words would be clearer thus: Then, when thou 
goest and makest thy peace with thy brother, thou by 
that very fact bringest a gift to God. 

That it is necessary thus to understand the words fol- 
lows from the Lord’s prayer, in which all the relation to 


God is expressed in forgiving those who are indebted 
to us. 


To this verse the church gives the following interpre- 
tation (Gospel of Matt., p. 82): 

It is more important and necessary to have a right 
heart than only to fulfil external ceremonies; the latter 
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without the first have no meaning in the eyes of God, 
and are important and have power only before God in 
connection with peace and love of our neighbours. Of 
course, if there is for some reason no possibility of becom- 
ing personally reconciled with our neighbours, we ought 
to make peace at least in our heart. 

Reuss, who has got off the track and is convinced that 
Jesus is talking only of the commandment of Moses, 


speaks like this of this passage and of the following verse 
(p. 207): 


A ce premier exemple le rédacteur rattache deux autres sen- 
tences qui lui semblaient appartenir au méme ordre d’idées. 
1° En opposition avec Ja colére doit se trouver l’esprit de conci- 
liation. C’est une trés-belle pensée, que le rétablissement de 
Vaccord fraternel entre des hommes mal disposés Pun contre 
Vautre doit primer méme ce qu’on appelle le devoir religieux et 
que Dieu agréera mieux les offrandes qui sont présentées avec de 
pareils gages de sincérité. Mais cette sentence n’est pas a sa 
place dans ce contexte, elle n’a rien a faire avec l’explication 
évangélique du 6¢ commandement. L’analogie est tout juste 
assez grande pour nous faire comprendre le procédé du rédacteur. 
2° Mais cette analogie n’existe plus du tout et la combinaison 
devient incompréhensible a l’égard de la seconde sentence que 
Luc nous a conservée aussi dans un tout autre contexte. En 
effet, l’adversaire dont il y est question ne peut étre qu’un cré- 
ancier qui emmeéne son débiteur devant le juge pour le faire con- 
damner 4 la prison. Le débiteur doit se hater de s’arranger 
a amiable avec le créancier avant que l’arrét ne soit prononcé. 
On dit que par cet exemple de prudence Jésus a voulu faire com- 
prendre l’importance de la réconciliation. I] est possible que 
Vévangéliste l’ait compris ainsi; mais outre que l’application est 
abandonnée & la sagacité des lecteurs, toute cette parabole nous 
méne bien loin du sujet essentiel du discours. 


25. "Io ebvody Te 
avriolkm cou Taxv, ews 
brov ef év TH 60@ eT 
avrod' pnmroré oe Tra- 
oad@ 6 avrldiKos T@ 
KpiT], Kalo KpiTHs oe 
Trapao@ TH vrnpery, Kal 
els pudakny BrANOHoH. 


Matt.v. 2. Agree with 
thine adversary quick- 
ly,« while thou art in 
the way with him ; lest 
at any time the adver- 
sary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge de- 
liver thee to the officer, 
and thou be cast into 
prison. 


25. Show thy good-will 
to thy adversary, while 
he is still on the way 
with thee; lest he de- 
liver thee to the judge, 
and the judge deliver 
thee to the officer, and 
thou find thy way into 
prison. 
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26. ‘Aut d 26. Verily’ I say unto 26. Then, thou know. 

Rian Away hye ses thee, Thou. shalt by no est thyself, thou wilt not 
Ob pH eSéNOys exelBev, means come out thence, get out of it until thou 
€ws Ay drod@s Tov €oxa- till thou hast paid the hast paid the last cent. 
Tov Koopavr ny. uttermost farthing. 


(2) The word raxv is omitted in many texts, and is 
unnecessary. The words on the way express the same 
idea, that it is necessary to make peace as soon as 
possible. 

(L) ary or apiy Aéyo oor are every time used in 
those passages where Jesus asserts that which is known 


to everybody, and so the best translation is, Thow knowest 
thyself. 


According to Reuss this sermon is out of place. But 
according to its real meaning it directly continues the 
idea as begun. 

In regard to anger it says that the inner meaning of 
restraint from anger lies in this, that it is impossible to 
think of God, to turn to God, having anger against men. 
Now reference is made to the external, practical meaning 
of anger. 

Anger is thy enemy, the adversary of truth, avriééuxos, 
and so thou must as quickly as possible get rid of him, 
as thou knowest that it is more profitable to settle with 
thy adversary before the trial. 

In the same sense this sermon is used in Luke, as will 
be explained in its place. 

In nearly all the explanations of the rules which are 
given by Jesus, two proofs are adduced why it is neces. 
sary to do what he commands: one proof is an internal 
one, why it is good, another an external one, why it is 
advantageous. And here the example of the reconcilia- 
tion with the adversary before the trial is an example of 
the statement that abstinence from anger is not only 
good, but also profitable. 

The same will be true in the next example. 
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SECOND COMMANDMENT: THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADUL- 


27. Hxovoate dru ép- 
péOn rots dpxatos, Ov 
potxevoers. 


31. ’Eppé0n dé, bru ds 
av arodton Thy yuvatka 
avrod, bérw atth dro- 
oTdovov. 

32. "Eya dé déyw 
vty, Ore Os av amrodton 
Thy yuvalka avrov, ma- 
pexros dyou sropvelas, 
mot avThy pmoryaobau: 
Kal ds ay dmrodedupévny 
Yaunon, MorXarar. 

28. Eyo 6é Adyw 
butv, dTe was 6 Bérwy 
yuvatka mpos TO €mOv- 
wjoa, atlras dn epol- 
xevcev airiy ev TH 
kapdla avrov. 

29. Ei 6€ 6 6p8adpuds 
gov 6 be&Os cKavdanifer 
ae, ede avrov Kal Bade 
dmd cod: cuupépea yap 
cot iva aréd\nta év TOY 
weA@v cov, kal uh Odov 
To cud cov BrnOD els 
yéevvar. 

B30. Kal el 7 de&d cov 
xelp sxavdarlfe oe, Ex- 
Koyov atryy kal Bade 
amd cov. cuppépe yap 
co. va arodnra ev TOY 
seNGv cov, Kal ut Gov 
ro ¢Gud cov BAnOn els 
yéevvar. 


TERY 


Matt. v. 27. Ye have 
heard that it was said 
by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not commit 
adulterye (Isaiah xx. 14), 

31. It hath been said, 
Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, let him 


give her a_ writing 
of divorcement (Deut. 
EMivied). 


32. But I say unto you, 
That whosoever shall 
put away his wife, say- 
ing for the cause of for- 
nication, causeth her to 
commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry 
her that is divorced com- 
mitteth adultery. 


28. But Tsay unto you, 
That whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed 
adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart.> 


29. And if thy right¢ 
eye offend: thee, pluck 
it out, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy 
membersé should perish, 
and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into 
hell. 


30. And if thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it 
off, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, 
and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into 
hell. 


27. You have heard 
that it is said, Thou 
shalt not commit adul- 
tery. 


31. And it is said, 
Whoever will separate 
from his wife, let him 
give her a discharge. 


32. But I tell you, That 
whoever separates from 
his wife, not only com- 
mits debauchery, but 
also causes her «o com- 
mit adultery. And he 
who marries a divorced 
woman also commits 
adultery. 


28. And whoever looks 
on a woman to lust after 
her is really committing 
adultery, 


29. If thy eye catches 
thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it away from thee, 
for it is more profitable 
for thee that one eye 
should perish, than that 
thy whole body should 
burn. 


30. If thy right hand 
catches thee, cut it off, 
and cast it from thee. 
It is more profitable for 
thee that one of thy 
hands should perish, 
than that the whole 
body should burn. 


(a) In the Book of Leviticus it says, If a man commits 
adultery with a married woman or with the wife of his 
compatriot, both the man and the woman are to be put 
to death, ete. The words evidently refer to the command- 
ment what to do with the adulterer. 
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For the clearness of the idea and expression verses 
thirty-one and thirty-two must follow verse twenty-seven, 
and then come verses twenty-eight and twenty-nine. 

b) In many texts the words i his heart are wanting. 
It is better to omit these words, because they obscure the 
meaning. 

(c) cxavdarttw comes from cxdvdadov a trap. 

Here, as everywhere in the gospels, it is used in its 
direct sense. As a bird which is caught in a net would 
gladly give up its eyes which have enticed it, that it might 
not perish altogether, and a fox would give up its paw, 
only not to be caught in the trap, as it frequently does, 
by wrenching off its paw, sc thou shouldst know that 
deep is the narrow ditch of a whore, and he who falls 
into it perishes (Solomon). Thou hadst better tear off all 
that which entices, catches thee, than that thou shouldst 
perish all of thee. 

(d@) The word defies has no meaning whatever. here, 
and nothing is added to the meaning about the adultery, 
while it only burdens the discourse. Evidently the state- 
ment that the right hand which offends thee should be 
torn off became a proverb first, since it is used by Mark 
and by Matthew in another place, and then the word 
deEids was also added to df0arpos. 

(e) Instead of the word member, I repeat eye, as we 
cannot speak in Russian of the eye as a member. 

The words rapextos Adyou mopveias (v. 32) seem to me 
to be incorrectly translated. The detail of the condition 
when a wife may be sent away is contrary to the whole 
composition of the teaching. 

Either the words have to be omitted, or the comma has 
to be left out, and the introductory clause must not be 
referred to the predicate separates, but to the predicate 
causes her to commit adultery. Then the meaning will 
be, A husband by casting off his wife not only commits 
debauchery, but is also guilty of this, that by abandoning 
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her he causes both her and him with whom she comes 
together to commit adultery. 

As with the explanation as to why a man must have 
no anger against his brother Jesus gave an internal reason, 
—one must not think of God, harbouring resentment, — 
and an external reason, — it is worse for the man him- 
self, —so even in this case Jesus says that the internal 
reason is this, that a man who abandons himself to Inst 
causes his soul to perish, and that it is better, as in the 
case of the hand, to cut off that which draws him into 
ruin, and he says further that the external reason is this, 
that every lust, like every anger, grows and spreads of its 
own accord. 

He says, Every married man ought not to have any 
other women and abandon his wife, for, if he abandons 
her, she will be incited to commit debauchery, both she 
and he who comes together with her, and that there is 
then no limit to debauchery. 

Reuss again finds that these verses are out of place, 
and says (p.. 208): 


Tei encore le rédacteur intercale quelques sentences intime- 
meut liées entre elles, que l’on retrouve ailleurs dans d’autres 
contextes, et dont la premiére pouvait paraitre & sa place aprés 
ce qui venait d’étre dit du péché commis, ou se manifestant par 
un simple regard. La combinaison se fait facilement dans ve 
sens: I] vaudrait mieux étre aveugle que de se laisser entrainer 
i des pensées, éventuellement & des actes, coupables et condui- 
sant & la perdition éternelle. Cependant nous concevons des 
doutes trés-sérieux au sujet de ces sentences qui ne nous parais- 
sent pas du tout étre & leur place ici. D’abord on ne voit réelle- 
ment pas ce que la seconde formule (qui parle de la main droite) 
doit apporter de lumitre & la pensée principale. En second leu, 
la mention expresse de ]’ceil droit, écarte complétement la seule 
association possible des idées, un homme borgne étant absolu- 
ment dans la méme position qu’un homme qui a ses deux yeux, 
dans les circonstances mentionnées ; enfin il est de fait que le 
manque de l'un de ces membres ne change pas les instincts 
vicieux de l'homme, II y a méme A objecter que le parallélisme 
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du langage figuré compromet l’idée morale elle-méme : Plutot 
perdre un membre que le corps eutier, plutét renoncer & quelque 
chose de moins grand, moins nécessaire, que de perdre le tout. 
Avec ce parallélisme le péché serait, a vrai dire, représenté comme 
quelque chose de relativement inférieur, tandis qwil est absolument 
mauvais, Nous verronus que toutes ces difficultés disparaissent 
quand nous retrouverons ces textes dans un autre entourage. 


This is what Theophilactes says (Gospel of Matt., 
p. 787): 


The Lord does not break the law of Moses, but corrects it, and 
forbids the husband to despise his wife without any cause. If he 
leaves her for good cause, that is, for adultery, he is not subject 
to judgment; but if he leaves her for some other reason than 
adultery, he is subject to judgment, because he thus causes her 
to commit adultery. But even he who takes her becomes an 
adulterer, for if no one took her she might return to her former 
husband and submit to him (Cf. Chrys.). 


From the interpretations of the church and of Reuss 
it follows that Jesus, according to Reuss, gives an ex- 
ample of how to fulfil the law of Moses; according to 
Theophilactes, of how to correct the law, that is, that 
he merely defines what is to be called an adultery, 
whereas Jesus does not define anything, but, as he shows 
in the first example of anger why the sons of the kingdom 
of God can have no anger, so he shows here why the 
children of the kingdom of God must not be adulterers. 

He says, If a man will wish to have a woman, he will 
thereby cause his soul to perish, and, yielding to this and 
changing wives, he will spread debauchery both in women 
and in men. He shows the harm of debauchery in itself, 
and does not define what may be done and what not, 
what may be called adultery and what may not be called 
so. He gives his second little rule. 

The first rule was that thou shalt never be angry. 
After he said this little rule, he showed why it is neces 
sary and sensible. 
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Now he enunciated the second rule, Never regard as 
good the feeling of love of woman, that which in our 
Christian society is regarded as a most beautiful thing 
and is exalted in every manner possible in millions of 


books. 


Having said this, Jesus pointed out why this 


second little rule is necessary and sensible. 


THIRD COMMANDMENT: THOU SHALT NOT SWEAR 


33. Iidduy AKxovoate 
Ore EppéOn Tots apxaiors, 
OvK émiopKyjces, azo- 
Sdces 6¢ 7m Kuply rods 
Spkous gov. 

B4. “Eye dé déyw 
buiv pn oudcar Odws- 
unre év TO ovpavy re 
Opdvos éa7t Tov Oeod: 

35. Mare év TH Y?, 
6re wrowdduby éote TOY 
mod@v avTov: unre els 
‘Iepooéd\uua, dTe modus 
éotl Tod peyddou Ba- 
olhews" 

36. Mire év TH ke- 
padn cou dudoys, Ste ov 
dvvaca play tTplya ev- 
Khy } wédawvav worjoa, 

837. “Eorw 6é 6 dOyos 
judy, Nat val, Od ob: 
70 0€ Tepicady TOUTWY eK 
Tov movnpov éaTLy. 


(a) Lev, xix. 12. 


Matt. v. 33. Again, ye 
have heard that it hath 
been said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not for- 
swear thyself, but shalt 
perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths : 

34. But I say unto you, 
Swear not at all; nei- 
ther by heaven; for it is 
God’s throne: 


35. Nor by the earth; . 


for it is his footstool: 
neither by Jerusalem ;¢ 
for it is the city of the 
great King. 


36. Neither shalt thou 
swear by thy head, be- 
cause thou canst not 
make one hair white or 
black. 


37. But let your com- 
munication be, Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay: for whatso- 
ever is more than¢d these 
cometh of¢ evil. 


33. You have also heard 
that it has been said to 
those of old time, Keep 
thy oath, perform what 
thou hast sworn before 
God; 


34, But I tell you, Do 
not swear at all; do not 
swear by heaven, — God 
is there; 


35. Nor by the earth, 
—it is God’s; nor by 
the church, —it is also 
God’s. 


36. Nor swear by thy 
head, because thou canst 
not make one hair of 
thy head white or black 


37. And so let your 
words be, Yes, yes; No, 
no; and what is super- 
fluous in respect to these 
words is begotten by the 
devil (deception). 


And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, 


neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lord. 


| Die ney te 


Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 


God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 


his name in vain. 


Those are the two passages to which the church points. 


There are no others. 
ferently from what it is expressed here. 


Old Testament is to fulfil the oath. 


Both passages express the oath dif- 


The idea of the 
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(b) Do not swear at all, is given in many texts, and Sto) 
it ought to be, for the whole strength of this proposition 
is in the word 6A@s. 

(c) I say church instead of Jerusalem, in order to make 
the expression comprehensible, without changing the 
meaning. 

(d) I put in the words in respect to these words, more 
clearly to render the meaning of zrepucaop. 

(ec) I put in begotten, because that is the meaning of éx. 


This is what Reuss has to say about this brief passage, 
which is remarkable for the prophetic significance which 
it has for us (pp. 209 and 210): 


Le quatrieme exemple est celui du serment. Le décalogue, au 
8e commandement, et, la loi en général (Lév. xix. 12), se conten- 
tait de défendre le parjure, soit dans le sens propre de ce mot, 
Vaprés lequel il signifie un mensonge placé sous le patronage de 
Dieu invoqué comme témoin, et ot il est par conséquent un crime 
de lése-majesté divine, soit dans le sens de la rupture d’une pro- 
messe faite sous la foi du serment (il ne s’agit pas spécialement 
dans notre texte de ce qu’on appelle des veux). Jésus va beau- 
coup plus loin; il accomplit Ja loi, comme il l’a déja fait dans 
Yexemple précédent, de maniére & la contredire en quelque sorte, 
du moins & la représenter comme imparfaite, comme restant 
au-dessous du niveau auquel doivent se placer les membres du 
royaume des cieux (Matth. xix. 8). Il interdit le serment 
péremptoirement. L’usage de cette forme particuliére de l’asser- 
tion est la conséquence du manque de véracité parmi les hommes, 
qui ont ainsi voulu se prémunir contre les chances de fraude dont 
ils auraient pu devenir les victimes. Ce fait seul fait reconnaitre 
le serment comme indigne d’une société comme doit l’étre celle du 
royaume des cieux. La, on se bornera & dire oui ou non, selon le 
cas. Cette seule parole doit étre une garantie suffisante. Tout 
ce qu’on y ajouterait, dans le but d’écarter toute méfiance, prou- 
verait plutdt que celle-ci a sa raison d’étre et que, par consé- 
quent, le Malin, le diable, Vinstigateur de tout mal, y a sa 
main de maniére ou d’autre, ne serait-ce que parce que celui qui 


Jure justifie par cela méme les soupgons de celui qui demande le 
serment. 
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Reuss evidently does not understand the meaning of 
this passage. The church understands it, but inten- 
tionally conceals what it understands, purposely debases 
the teaching, distorts it, and makes it the servant of its 
abominable purposes. 

This is what the church has to say: 


Thou shalt not forswear thyself, etc.: That is not a literal repeti- 
tion of the law of Moses, as contained in Lev. xix. 12 and Deut. 
xxill. 21-23: Ye shall not swear by my name falsely. If thou 
vowest a vow unto Jehovah thy God, perform it at once. 
Christ’s words apparently express the same as the letter of the 
law: Thou shalt not swear except for the assertion of a truth, 
and if thou hast sworn, do not transgress thy oath. 

But shalt perform: That is, in thy oath thou must tell the 
truth, and perform what thou hast promised with an oath. An 
oath is a solemn assertion in the name of God as to the truth of 
what is said; whereat it is self-understood that God will make 
him who swears responsible, if he swears in order to assert an 
untruth, because by an oath of lying the name of God is 
desecrated. In the course of time the Jews became accustomed, 
to avoid an oath in the name of God and to swear by different 
objects, such as heaven, earth, Jerusalem, the temple, and these 
oaths they did not consider immutable and obligatory, that is, 
they allowed themselves to swear falsely by them, without 
apparently breaking the letter of the law. 

Swear not at all; By none of the manners of oaths pointed 
out as being in use, for all was created by God and was created 
holy, consequently to swear by any creation of his would be the 
same as swearing by him who created, and to swear falsely by 
him would impair the sacredness of the oath itself. 

Neither by heaven: Heaven is the place of God’s especial 
presence, for which reason it is said to be God’s throne. To 
swear by heaven is also the same as swearing by him who sits 
on the heavenly throne, that is, by God himself. 

Nor by the earth: The earth is called God’s footstool, conse- 
quently to’swear by it would be the same as swearing by God 
himself. 

Neither by Jerusalem: Jerusalem is called the city of the great 
King, that is, of God, who is the true King, both of every coun- 
try and more particularly of the Jewish kingdom, the chief city 
of which was Jerusalem, where was the temple, the only one ir 
the world where God the King could be worshipped. 
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Neither by the head: The oath by the head was very customary 
in every-day life, just as among our common people improper 
oaths of every kind are used. To swear by the head means also 
the same as swearing by one’s life, that is, I give my life, or, Let 
my life be taken from me, May I die, if what I say is not true. 
God is the creator of life and it is in his power to take or pro- 
long life; consequently those who swear by it swear by what 
does not belong to them, but to God, consequently they swear by 
God himself. 

Not one hair: So small is our power to change our life that we 
cannot even change the colour of our hair; consequently we must 
not swear by what is not ours. 

Yea, yea; Nay, nay: That does not mean that a Christian is 
always to use these words in place of an oath, but that he must 
simply and directly assert a truth or deny a he, tell the truth, 
and not tell a lie. Besides, everything strengthened by an oath, 
an asseveration, is from the evil, from the wicked, from untruth, 
hence from the devil, since he is the cause of every evil. 

The prohibition of all swearing at all evidently does not in- 
clude the legal oath, — which is necessary in social and private 
life, —the oath by the name of God. He himself confirmed the 
oath in the court, when to the words of the high priest, f entreat 
thee by the living God, he replied, Thou hast said, since with the 
Jews the judge generally pronounced an oath formula, which 
the defendant applied to himself with the words, Amen, be it as 
thou hast said. 

Apostle Paul invoked God as a witness to the truth of his words, 
which is evidently the same oath (Rom. i.9; ix. 1.; 2 Cor. i. 23; 
ii. 27; Gal. i. 20; Phil. i. 8; 1 Thes. ii.5; Heb. vi. 16). 

Oaths were prescribed by the law of Moses, and the Lord did 
not do away with these oaths (Ex. xxii. 11; Lev. v.1; Num. v. 
19; Deut. xxix. 12-14). 

What is abolished is the empty, hypocritical oaths of the 
Pharisees. 


Here is the third of the rules given by Jesus for the 
purpose of entering the kingdom of God, and the church 
assumes the same attitude to all three of them: it simply 
rejects them. 

In the first it was said, Thou shalt not be angry. The 
church interpolates the word eé«# and explains that it is 
permissible to be angry, and Jesus’ words are made to 
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mean nothing. If thou wantest to pray, Go and be recon- 
ciled with thy brother. The church says, That may be 
inconvenient, and so a man may pray even if he does not 
go to make his peace, even if millions of men suffer from 
him, if millions are in want, in prisons, being murdered, 
and he is to blame for it; a man may pray, and all he 
has to say is that he has made peace in his heart, and the 
words of Jesus have no meaning. 

It is said, Thou shalt commit no adultery, and as an 
example of it it says that he who is divorced from his 
wife is himself an adulterer and causes his wife to 
commit adultery, and also him who marries a divorced 
woman. 

The church takes this to mean that Jesus has given 
rules of what is regarded as lawful and what as unlawful. 
Well? The church sanctifies divorces. 

In respect to the third rule the same is done, but in a 
still more striking manner. The third rule is expressed 
so briefly and so clearly, that one would think that no 
place was left for interpretations, except for the useless 
verses about what word one must not swear by. All the 
whole third rule says is, Anciently they said, Keep an 
oath, and I say, Swear neither by God, nor by thy head, 
because everything is in the. power of God, even thy 
head, and so say, Yes, yes, No, no, and what is above 
these words is evil. It is impossible to fail to understand 
this meaning. If the church lies in such a manner, it 
knows why ; it knows that the structure of society and 
its own institution are based on the oath, and so it cannot 
help but lie. Jesus is speaking about that very oath 
which the church wants to justify. 

The real meaning of these words is what is said in 
them. It says, Do not swear. The connection with the 
whole teaching is as follows: When an agreement is con- 
firmed by this, that both parties vow themselves to God, 
when they say, May God kill me, if I do not do so and 
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so, God becomes the pledge of it, and that is an oath. In 
explaining the reason why a man should not swear, Jesus 
says that a man should not make such agreements, be- 
cause there is nothing to give as a pledge. If he pledges 
heaven, he makes God a pledge of his agreement; but 
God does not go bail for him, so all these oaths are 
senseless. 

If a man pledges his head, he can do so only if he is 
not in the kingdom of God. In the kingdom of God 
every man knows that he is entirely in the power of God 
and himself can do nothing, not even change a hair on his 
head. Every oath is a promise that a man will do this or 
that in any case; but how can a man who recognizes the 
kingdom of God, that is, God’s power over himself, 
promise an earthly thing? One and the same earthly 
thing may be good or bad, in agreement with or opposed to 
the will of God. I will come to such and such a place on 
the Sabbath, and to that I will swear, but on the Sabbath 
my friend, my father, my wife will die, and I shall be asked 
to stay with them. I swear that I will give three dollars 
on such and such a day, but one who is starving will ask 
me for these three dollars, and how can I refuse him ? 

I swear that I will obey Ivén Ivdénovich, and he com- 
mands me to kill men, which is forbidden by God. It 
was possible to do so, when the will of God was not 
known, when there was a law and the teachers (the 
prophets), but not when the kingdom of God has come. 
Man is entirely in the power of God, and he obeys nobody 
else. His whole business is to do the will of God. So 
to whom is he going to swear? And why? And in 
what? And so you must not swear at all; Say Yes, 
if you have to say Yes, and No, if you have to say No; 
and know that every promise, no matter what it be, 
which is affirmed by an oath, is an evil deed, a deed which 
originates from evil, a deed under which an evil purpose 


is hidden. 
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FOURTH COMMANDMENT: RESIST NOT EVIL 


38. “Hrovoare dre ép- 
pédn, OpOarpov avri og- 
Oadpod, kal d06vTa ayrt 
606rTOOs. 

39. "Ey® 6€ éyw 
duty ph avtithvar TE 
Tovnpp’ GAN bots oe 
pamtoe él thy dekiav 
gov ciaydva, orpépov 
att@ Kal Thy &Adnv: 

41. Kat doris oe 
ayyapevoe. pidtoy ey, 
tmraye wer avtov dvo. 

42. T@ alrotryri ce 
dldou: Kal Tov OédovTAa 
amd gov. daveloacbar un 
dmosTpapys. 


40. Kat r@ 6édovti 
co. KplOfvac Kal Tov 
xiT@vd cov haBelv, des 
ayr@ Kal Td iudriov- 

37. Kal wi xpivere, 
Kal ov uh KpLOATE. Ly 
KaTaducdgere, Kal ov un 
KaTaduKacOATe.  amrodv- 
eTe, Kal dmrodvOjoer Oe: 

2. "Ev @ yap Kplyare 
Kplvere, KpiOjoerbe Kal 
év @ METPW METPELTE, Gv- 
TUYLET PNONTET aL UpcV, 


3. Té 6é€ Bréres 7d 
Kappos TO ev TH 6GOahu@ 
Tod ddeXpod cov, THY dé 
évy TH o@ bpOahu@ do- 
KOv OU KaTAVOECS ; 

4.°H w@s pets Te 
addeAPw@ cov, “Ades, éx- 
Bddw TO Kappos ard Tod 
opbadhuod cov Kai ldov 
n doxds év TO 6baruo 
cou; 

5. ‘Laroxpira, exBare 
mpGrov thy doKxoy ék 


Matt. v. 38. Ye have 
heard that it hath been 
said, An eye for an eye, 
and atooth for a tooth« 
(Ex. xxi. 24): 

39. But I say unto you, 
That ye resist not evil: 
but whosoever — shall 
smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the 
other also. 


41. And whosoever 
shall compel thee to go 
a mile, go with him 
twain. 

42. Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from 
him that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou 
away. 


40. And if any man 
will sue thee at the law, 
and take away thy coat,?® 
let him have thy cloak 
also. 


Luke vi. 37. Judge not, 
and ye shall not be 
judged: condemn not, 
and ye shall not be con- 
demned: forgive, and 
ye shall be forgiven :¢ 


Matt. vii. 2. For with 
what ‘judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be 


judged: and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you 
again. 

3. And why beholdest 
thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, but 
considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own 
eye ?4 


4, Or how wilt thou 
say to thy brother, Let 
me pull out the mote 
out of thine eye; and, 
behold, a beam is in 
thine own eye? 


5. Thou hypocrite, 
first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye, 


38. You have heard 
that it has been said, 
An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth: 


39, But I say, Do not 
struggle against evil; 
if one strike thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him 
the left also. 


41, And if one compels 
thee to walk a mile with 
him, walk two. 


42. Give to each man 
who asks thee. Do not 
run away from him who 
wants to borrow from 
thee, and do not ask 
back thy own, which 
another has taken from 
thee. 

40. And so, if a man 
wants to sue thee to 
take thy coat away, give 
him also thy cloak. 


37. And do not sue, 
that you may not be 
sued, and do not judge 
any one, that you may 
not be judged: forgive, 
and you shall be for- 
given. 

2. For in what way 
you judge, you shall be 
judged; and with what 
measure you measure, 
it shall be measured to 
you. 


3. Why dost thou look 
for the mote in_thy 
brother’s eye? Thou 
dost not see that there 
is a whole chip in thy 
own eye. 


4. How wilt thou say 
to thy brother, Brother, 
I will take the mote out 
of thy eye, since thou 
dost not feel the chip in 
thy own eye? 


5. Deceiver! First pull 
the chip out of thy own 
eye, then thou wilt see 
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Tod dp0arpot got, Kal 
Tore OuaBrévers ExBanecy 
To Kappos €k Tov ddGah- 
ud TOU adehod cov. 

39. Hie dé mwapaBo- 
jv adrots, Myre dUvaTar 
Ttupnds Tupddy Odnyerv ; 
ovxl dupdrepa els 0- 
Ouvoyv TrecovrTat ; 

40, OvK ore pabnrhs 
brép Tov Si6doKaor av- 
Too: KarnpTiouévos dé 
mas €oTat ws 6 diddoKa- 
dos abrov. 

43. OU ydp éore Sév- 
Spov Kahdov, mowdv Kap- 
mov campy: ovdé dévdpov 
campov, Towty Kaprov 
kandov. 

44, “Exaorov yap dév- 
Opov €x Tov ldlov Kapmod 
LV OO KET AL" 

35. ‘O dyabds dvO@pw- 
mos €k TOU ayabov On- 
cavpoD THs Kapdlas 
é€xBddra TA ayaba: Kal 
60 tovnpos &v8pwiros é€k 
To0 movnpod Onoavpod 
éxBadder Trovnpa. 

6. Mh d&re 7d dyuov 
Tots Kuol: unde Badnre 
Tovs papyapitas vuav 
eurpocbev T&v xolpwy, 
PATOTE KaTaTaThowour 
abrovs év Tots mociv av- 
Tay, Kal oTpapévTes 
phéwou buds. 

15. Ipocéyere dé dd 
Tav Wevdorpopnr dr. ol- 
Tives EpxovTar mpds Wuas 
év évdvuace mpoBaTwr, 
érwhev 5é elot vKoL 
tomaryes. 

34. Tevyjara éxcd- 
vav, was Stvacbe ayaba 
Aadety. movnpol svres; 
€x yap Tod Tepicceduatos 
THS Kapdlas TO aoréua 
dade?. 


and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother’s 
eye. 


Luke vi. 39. And he 
spake a parable unto 
them; Can the _ blind 
lead the blind? 
they not both fall into 
the ditch ?e 


40. The disciple is not 
above his master: but 
every one that is perfect 
shall be as his master. 


43. For a good tree 
bringeth not forth cor- 
rupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. 


44. For every tree is 
known by his own fruit. 


Matt. xii. 35. A good 
man out of the good 
treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good 
things: and an evil man 
out of the evil treas- 
ure bringeth forth evil 
things. 


Mett. vii. 6. Give not 
that which is holy unto 
the dogs, neither cast ye 
your pearls before swine, 
Jest they trample them 
under their feet, and 
turn again and rend 
you.f 


15. Beware of false 
prophets, which come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. 


Matt. cii. 34. O gen- 
eration of vipers, how 
can ye, being evil, speak 
good things? for out of 
the abundance of the 
peers the mouth speak- 
eth. 
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how to take the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye. 


39. Can the blind lead 
the blind? They will 
both fall into a ditch. 


40. The disciple is not 
above histeacher. Even 
if he has learned every- 
thing he will be as his 
teacher. 


43. For no bad fruit 
can come from a good 
tree; no good tree brings 
forth bad fruit. 


44. Every tree is known 
by its fruit. 


35. A good man out of 
the good treasure in his 
heart brings forth good 
things; and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure 
in his heart brings forth 
evil things. 


6. Do not give what is 
holy to the dogs, and do 
not cast what is most 
precious before the 
swine, lest they trample 
them under their feet, 
and then turn against 
you and tear you up. 


15. Keep away from 
the false teachers, who 
come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves. - 


34, Brood of monsters! 
How can you speak good 
things, since you are 
evil? 
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36. Aéyw dé duty, 8re 
wav phua dapyov, 6 éav 
Aadjowow of &VOpwiro., 
arodwaovct rept avrov 
déyovr év Hucpa Kploews. 

37. "Ex yap Tov dé- 
yur cov dixawOjon, Kal 
€x TOv NOywvr cov kaTa- 


36. But I say unto you, 
That every idle word 
that men shall speak, 
they shall give account 
thereof in the day of 
judgment. 


37. For by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou 
shalt be cordemned. 


36. I tell you that ever 
idle word that men spea 
they will pay for when 
the accounting comes, 


37. For by words thou 
Shalt be justified, and 
by words thou shalt be 
condemned. 


Otxac Ojon. 


(a) An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, is an 
extract from the following passage from Exodus. 


Ex. xxi. 1. Now these are the judgments which thou shalt 
set before them. 

2. If thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: 
and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. 

3. If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he 
were married, then his wife shall go out with him. 

4. If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne 
him sons or daughters ; the wife and her children shall be her 
masters, and he shall go out by himself. 

5. And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my 
wife, and my children; I will not go out free: 

6. Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall 
also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his mas- 
ter shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve 
him for ever. 

7. And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, 


she shall not go out as the menservants do. 


8. If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her 
to himself, then shall he let her be redeemed : to sell her unto a 
strange nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt 
deceitfully with her. 

9. And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal 
with her after the manner of daughters. 

10. If he take him another wife, her food, her raiment, and 
her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. 

11. And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go 
out free without money. 

12. He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put 
to death. 

13. And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into 
his hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither he shall flee. 
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14. But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, 
to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, 
that he may die. 

15. And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be 
surely put to death. 

16. And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be 
found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death. 

17. And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely 
be put to death. 

18. And if men strive together, and one smite another with a 
stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but keepeth his bed : 

19. If he rise again, and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall 
he that smote him be quit: only he shall pay for the loss of his 
time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly healed. 

20. And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, 
and he die under his hand; he shall be surely punished. 

21. Notwithstanding, if he cortinue a day or two, he shall 
not be punished: for he is his money. 

22. If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her 
fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be 
surely punished, according as the woman’s husband will lay 
upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 

23, And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for 
life, 

24. Kye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, 

25. Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for 
stripe. 

26. And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of 
his maid, that it perish; he shall let him go free for his eye’s 
sake. 

27. And if he smite out his manservant’s tooth, or his maid- 
servant’s tooth; he shall let him go free for his tooth’s sake. 

28. If an ox gore a man or woman, that they die: then the 
ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but 
the owner of the ox shall be quit. 

29. But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time 
past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not 
kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox 
shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. 

30. If there be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall 
give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid upon him. 

31. Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter, 
according to this judgment shall it be done unto him. 
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32. If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he 
shall give unto their master thirty shekels of silver, and the | 
ox shall be stoned. 

33. And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, 
and not cover it, and an ox or an ass fall therein ; 

34. The owner of the pit shall make it good, and give money 
unto the owner of them; and the dead beast shall be his. 

35. And if one man’s ox hurt another’s, that he die; then 
they shall sell the live ox, and divide the money of it; and 
the dead ox also they shall divide. 

36. Or if it be known that the ox hath used to push in time 
past, and his owner hath not kept him in; he shall surely pay 
ox for ox; and the dead shall be his own. 

xxii. 1. If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, 
or sell it; he shall restore five oxen for an ox, and four sheep 
for a sheep. 

2. If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he 
die, there shall no blood be shed for him. : 

3. If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed for 
him; for he should make fuli restitution: if he have nothing, 
then he shall be sold for his theft. 

4. If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, whether 
it be ox, or ass, or sheep ; he shall restore double. 

5. If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten, and 
shall put in his beast, and shall feed in another man’s field ; of 
the best of his own field, and of the best of his own vineyard, 
shall he make restitution. 

6. If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so that the stacks of 
corn, or the standing corn, or the field, be consumed therewith ; 
he that kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 

7. If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour money or stuff to 
keep, and it be stolen out of the man’s house; if the thief be 
found, let him pay double. 

8. If the thief be not found, then the master of the house 
shall be brought unto the judges, to see whether he hath put 
his hand unto his neighbour’s goods. 

9. For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, 
for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, which 
another challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall 
come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, 
he shall pay double unto his neighbour. 

10. If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, or an ox, or a 
sheep, or any beast, to keep; and it die, or be hurt, or driven 
away, no man seeing it: 
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11. Then shall an oath of the Lord be between them both, 
that he hath not put his hand unto his neighbour’s goods; and 
the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall not make it good. 

12. And if it be stolen from him, he shall make restitution 
unto the owner thereof. 

13. If it be torn in pieces, then let him bring it for witness, 
and he shall not make good that which was torn. 

14, And if a man borrow aught of his neighbour, and it 
be hurt, or die, the owner thereof being not with it, he shall 
surely make it good. 

15. But if the owner thereof be with it, he shall not make it 
good: if it be a hired thing, it came for his hire. 

16. And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and 
lie with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife. 

17. If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall 
pay money according to the dowry of virgins. 

18. Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 

19. Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death. 

20. He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the Lord only, 
he shall be utterly destroyed. 


That is the whole thing that the Jews had in view 
when Christ said, You have been told, An eye for an eye, 
etc. In adducing the words, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth, which refer to the injured woman, Jesus 
apparently does not speak of this one case, but in general 
of trials and punishments, which form the contents of 
these chapters. He speaks of the ancient means of 
defence against evil, of trials and punishments, and soon 
after he says, But I tell you, Do not struggle against 
evil, or, more correctly, do not defend thyself against 
evil in that manner, but do the opposite, and he goes 
on to show what the opposite actions are. 

For that reason the verses of man’s judgment, which 
in Matthew are given in the seventh chapter, and in 
Luke follow the passage where it says that one should 
give to those who ask, and that one should be merciful, 
are transferred by me into this chapter, where they 
directly follow from the passage in the Old Testament, 
where reference is had to the criminal procedure. The 


eee 
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transference of these verses to the seventh chapter, where 
they stand out of connection with what follows and what 
precedes, is quite clearly explained by the fact that the 
words about the criminal procedure are understood as 
words which refer only to the condemnation by words. 
In consequence of these considerations I transpose also 
Verse 40 of Chapter V. of Matthew after Verses 41 and 
42, since Verse 40 speaks of the judgment. After that 
verse naturally follow Verses 37 from Matthew and 37, 
Chapter VL, from Luke. 

(0) Kal Tov xit@va cov aPeiv and to take thy coat. 

Here, in the sermon on the mount, the word «pivev is 
used for the first time, and its meaning is itself detined by 
the context. If there did not exist a false interpretation 
of the words «piv and xpivowat, in the sense of speaking 
ill, it would never have occurred to any one to interpret 
the clear mieaning of the passage, To swe and take away 
the coat. To say that in the sermon, where Jesus is 
expounding before the vagrants the essence of his teach- 
ing, he is saying that the vagrants ought not to be given 
to speaking ill would appear as a senseiess joke, if we 
were not used to the blasphemous interpretations of the 
church. Fortunately the word stands here in such a con- 
text that it is impossible to give it another interpretation, 
but the church continues even here to blaspheme. 

This is what it says (Gospel of Matt., p. 91): 


Will sue: That we must yield to the oppressor who wants to 
take something away from us by a case at law is, even more than 
the preceding one, a commandment which ought to be taken 
in a general sense. The Saviour wants us to show a similar 
absence of malice, not only when we are beaten, but also when 
people want to deprive us of our possessions. Howover, the legal 
defence of property is not excluded by it, nor the just litigation. 
When Paul heard that lawsuits were instituted in the church at 
Corinth, he did not definitely exclude them from the Christian 
society, but only said, Why do you not rather take wrong than 
do wrong? (1 Cor. vi. 7.) 
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This is what Reuss says (pp. 211 and 212): 


C’est encore la recommandation de la patience et de la ré- 
signation en face de l’injustice, considérée comme préférable a 
des procédés, légaux & la vérité, mais étrangers au sentiment 
fraternel qui doit rapprocher les hommes, durs, violents, agres- 
sifs. Mais dans ces nouveaux cas il ne s’agit plus de rendre la 
pareille, seulement de repousser une attaque contre la personne 
ou la propriété. Nous devons done les étudier a part. Quant a 
la forme de la pensée, nous voulons dire quant aux exemples 
choisis pour l’exposer populairement, voici ce qu’il y a a dire. 
On remarquera la différence entre les deux rédactions dans ce 
qui est dit du manteau et de la tunique. On sera porté a dire 
que la version de Luc est la meilleure, parce que celui qui dé- 
pouille ’autre, commence par le vétement qui recouvre les autres. 
Cependant V’autre version nous parait de beaucoup préférable. 
I] s’agit d’un proces injuste, par lequel un homme est mécham- 
ment dépouillé de son bien. Or, il faut se rappeler que le man- 
teau est considéré comme objet le plus indispensable du pauvre 
homme, parce qu’il lui sert de lit, et que la loi mosaique déja 
(ixod. xxii. 25. Deut. xxiv. 13) contient des dispositions pro- 
tectrices a cet égard. Le sens est donc: Si quelque adversaire 
méchant veut, par des intrigues judiciaires, vous enlever une 
partie de votre bien, plutot que de faire des efforts pour vous 
défendre énergiquement, laissez-lui prendre le tout. Le mot 
grec, d’origine persane, que nous avons rendu par corvée, se 
rapporte proprement a des services publics pour lesquels on met 
un homme en réquisition (Matth. xxvii. 32). La recommanda- 
tion porte done quwil faut plutdt faire plus qu'il n’est exigé que 
de refuser tout & fait. 

Il se présente ici une difficulté en vue de laquelle on a souvent 
reproché a la morale de Jésus d’étre simplement inapplicable, 
parce qu’aucune société ne saurait subsister 14 ott les honnétes 
gens laisseraient ainsi patiemment le champ libre aux méchants. 
Pour écarter cette objection, il ne suffit pas de dire qu’il ne s’agit 
pas ici de lois sociales, mais de devoirs privés, ni de rappeler que 
autres passages de l’Ecriture sauvegardent l’ordre public. Il 
faut admettre que la recommandation de Jésus, bien que figurée 
dans sa forme, est sérieuse et réellement practicable. Or, on 
trouvera sans peine qu’il y a des coups, plus durs et plus irritants 
que des soufflets, que le chrétien peut étre dans le cas de sup- 
porter et de pardonner: des attaques contre le fruit de son 
travail, plus méchantes que ne le sont d’injustes proces; des 
charges plus lourdes que de brutales extorsions, qu’on peut lui 
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imposer sans qu’il regimbe. Nous parlons de cas ott aucune loi 
positive n’est violée, mais ot un sentiment plus délicat du devoir 
nous engage & subir les effets de l’égoisme d’autrui sans nous op- 
poser a ses exigences ; ot il nous serait méme aisé de dire: non, 
en nous prévalant du droit strict, et ot esprit de Jésus nous fait 
dire: oui, en nous guidant par son exemple. 

Le v. 42 est plus étranger au contexte, en ce qu’il n’y a plus 
la aucune liaison queleonque avec la loi du talion. Pour le fond, 
méme observation que tout a ’heure. Prise a la lettre et dans 
son acception la plus illimitée, cette regle ferait plus de mal que 
de bien. Mais il restera toujours le principe que la rédaction de 
Luce inseére en cet endroit méme et que notre évangéliste ne men- 
tionne que plus bas (vil. 12): ce n’est pas mon intérét, mais celui 
de mon prochain, qui doit régler mes actes. 


To a man who is searching after a meaning of the 
teaching and who does not regard the present order of 
things as the realization of a Christian organization 
of society, this passage points incontestably to this, that 
the words 7 Kpivete Kal ov wn KpcOATe must be trans- 
lated by to judge im court and be judged, and that the 
same is true of xpi0jT«, the passive voice of this verb, and 
that Jesus forbids judging and litigating. 

(c) In Matthew vii. 1: px xpivere, va pn KpiOiite 
Judge not, that ye be not judged. Many texts have, as 
in Luke, wu) Kcatadica€ete, that is, Do not condemn by a 
troal. 

(d) Such is the context of these verses in Luke. That 
these words are here in place, there can be no doubt to 
him who by the words cpivo and catadicdfw understands 
what they mean, and not what we want them to mean. 
The courts and the judges are the men with the chips in 
their eyes who are trying to find the motes in others, 
they are the blind who are leading the blind, the teachers 
of revenge and malice, who can teach nothing but revenge 
and malice. 

(e) This verse is placed in Luke after the verse about 
the beam in the eye, and evidently refers to the judges. 
Courts cannot be good if they lead to punishment and 
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evil, and those who judge and pronounce sentence cause 
their sentences to come from evil. 

(f) This verse is found only in Matthew, where it 
stands immediately after the verse about the beam in the 
eye. Both the church and Reuss give to this verse a 
meaning which is independent of the discourse. 

Here is the interpretation of the church (pp. 120 and 
121) 


Give not that which is holy unto the dogs: Again an allegorical 
discourse. What is holy unto the dogs: the picture is borrowed 
from what one might do who should throw what is holy, that is, 
consecrated, offered to God as a sacrifice, to the dogs to desecrate 
it. What is holy here signifies everything which has reference 
to the Christian faith: the whole gospel truth, the command- 
ments, rules, teaching, and also all sacred objects. 

Pearls: A precious object of adornment. It serves as a pic- 
ture of high spiritual subjects, and here signifies also high 
subjects of Christian faith and evangelical truth (Athanasius 
the Great understands by them in particular the mysteries of 
Christ’s body and blood). 

Dogs and swine: These unclean animals designate those who 
are morally corrupt and incapable of receiving the evangelical 
truth of men, to whom what is holy and spiritual is foreign and 
even annoying, since they cannot understand its value. 

They trample under their feet: As a swine, which does not know 
the high value of a costly pearl, tramples it underfoot, so also 
corrupt people, who do not comprehend the high value of evan- 
gelical truths, mix them with unclean subjects, contort them, 
and frequently even scoff at them. In many passages he makes 
the corruption of life the cause why the most perfect teaching is 
not accepted, for which reason he commands that the doors be not 
opened to them, for when they have learned they become bolder 
still. 

And turn again and rend you: Wild dogs, whose hunger has 
been irritated, but not satisfied, and voracious swine, which in- 
stead of food receive that which they cannot devour, being irri- 
tated, may throw themselves on those who have irritated their 
hunger without satisfying it, and tear them to pieces. Even so 
corrupt people, incapable of understanding and receiving the 
evangelical truth, may in their rage turn on the very preachers 
of the truth and cause them all kinds of calamities, even death. 


ee ee et 6 
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The sense of the discourse, divested of its allegory, is thus: 
Do not offer the evangelical truths and everything holy to men 
who are morally corrupt, ungodly, and evil, lest they, not under- 
standing what is holy and most precious, should defile it, mingle 
it with human sophistries, distort it, and scoff at it, and you 
yourselves should not escape being ruthlessly destroyed by them. 
How often the apostles during their preaching had occasion to 
convince themselves of that, when they had to suffer all kinds of 
calamities from evil, senseless, immoral men. 

Similarly the Lord has here forbidden that ungodliness which 
we practise on the Lord’s holy words by transgressing them. 

The consequence of such a transgression is this, that those 
who are outside the faith similarly regard the injunctions of the 
Lord as worthy of neglect, and for that reason rise with greater 
boldness against us, and, as it were, tear the transgressor tc 
pieces with their rebukes and arraignments. 


The same in Reuss. 

It seems to me that the significance of the verse flows 
from what precedes, and is much simpler than the mean- 
ing attached to it by the church. 

The whole point is that men should not litigate. If 
a man litigates and expects justice from the judges, who 
judge tooth for tooth, he gives that which is holiest and 
most precious in him — his desire to have justice — to 
the dogs, throws it under the feet of the swine. The dogs 
and swine will trample underfoot his feeling of justice 
and will tear him to pieces, that is, they will condemn 
him, or will cause another man to be condemned. 


So here is the fourth of those small rules of Jesus, 
which are to teach us how to fulfil the law. Both this 
rule and the preceding one show that Jesus, speaking 
of the law, never had in mind the law of Moses, but the 
general and eternal moral law of men. Jesus does not 
teach how to fulfil the injunctions of the book of oaths 
of Moses, but teaches us how to fulfil the eternal law, 


which forbids all oaths. 
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Similarly in respect to justice Jesus does not teach us 
to fulfil the law of Moses, but says outright that human 
justice is an evil, and teaches us to fulfil the eternal law, 
—the non-resistance to evil. He retains one thing, the 
aim of the law, as a reason for expressing his rules. 
The aim of the law of human justice is the good of men. 
And he says, In order that you may obtain this good, you 
are told in the law, Put out an eye of him who has put 
out an eye, knock out a tooth of him who has knocked out 
a tooth, cut off his hand and kill him who has killed ; 
but I tell you, in order to obtain the good, do not defend 
yourselves against evil men. Do not defend yourselves 
at all. Ifa man strike thee on a cheek, offer him the 
other. If he wants thee to work for him, work for him 
twice as much. If thou knowest that he wants to borrow 
of thee, do not run away from him, but give him; and if 
thou givest him, do not ask back ; if he wants to take thee 
to court and take away thy coat, give him thy cloak also. 

Christ dwells in detail upon this and counts out the 
cases in which an evil man may offend one who is not 
evil, and in all cases he says directly and clearly what 
one ought to do, and what not; he says that one must 
give everything up and not have recourse to human 
justice, the courts, and nct take part in them. 

The aim of the law is that no one should lay his hand 
on another, on his liberty, his security, his life, and so the 
law cannot lay its hands on the liberty, security, and life 
of another. And there cannot be a law, Thou shalt not 
kill, and another law, Thou shalt kill such and such 
a man. 

This rule follows naturally from the first rule, Be not 
angry, and make thy peace with thy brother. Its chief 
meaning is only a rejection of the human judgment, 
which is confirmed by a false law. 

Jesus says, Do not judge and be not judged, but 
forgive, forgive everything. If you will forgive, you 
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will be forgiven. And if you will judge, you will be 
judged, and the evil will never end. 

And as with the former rules, Jesus, having given the 
rule, explains it from two sides, from the internal side, 
for each man, and from the external side, for all men. 
For each man he says, How can a man judge others? 
He who judges ought to see what is good and what bad, 
but how is he to see that, since he judges himself, that 
1s, wants to avenge and punish? By his very judging he 
confirms the evil, and so, if he judges, he is himself 
a blind man who wants to lead a blind man. So it turns 
out for each man. 

For all men it turns out that, in the first place, if he 
judges, he will be judged himself, and, in the second 
place, though he intends to correct and teach, he only 
spoils and corrupts. Very well, he teaches and punishes. 
But the pupil can learn only what the teacher knows. 
The teacher teaches that vengeance should be wrought 
on men. It is this that the pupil will learn. Thus men 
teach others to punish, and thus they go farther and far- 
ther into the darkness. They say that they are doing 
this for the good. They kill! Murder cannot come 
from a good desire, just as bad fruit cannot grow on 
a good tree, and as good fruit is got from a good tree, 
so vengeance and punishment cannot come from a good 
man. And so, if they punish, do not believe them that 
they are good. Such is the meaning of this passage. 

This is the way the church interprets it: 


Resist not evil: An evil action caused by a bad or evil man; 
and since the devil is the cause of evil, we may understand by 
the evil the devil who acts through the man who offers the 
offence. Does it really mean that the devil is not to be re- 
sisted? He is to be, but as the Saviour has commanded it, that 
is, the evil is to be borne with patience. 

Whosoever shali smite thee: The feeling of love and meekness, 
which to an offence answers with a readiness to receive a new 
offence, which twice satisfies an unjust pretension, and whick is 
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prepared to give to him who asks, is the distinctive feature of 
those who have become perfected in the spirit of the Christian 
law. 

But it is self-evident that all these commandments about long- 
suffering, about rejecting retribution, being directed only against 
the Jewish love of revenge, do not exclude the public measures 
for the suppression of evil and for the punishment of those who 
do wrong, and also the private personal efforts and cares of each 
man to preserve the inviolability of righteousness, to bring the 
offenders to justice, to put a stop to the attempts of the evil- 
minded to harm others, for otherwise the very spiritual laws 
of the Saviour would in Jewish fashion turn only into a letter, 
which might serve for the success of evil and the suppression of 
virtue. Christian love must be like divine love, but divine love 
limits and punishes evil, and the love of a Christian must endure 
the evil only to the extent to which it is regarded more or less 
as harmless for the glory of God and for the salvation of our 
neighbours ; in the contrary case it should limit and punish the 
evil, which is especially the duty of the authorities. 

The Lord himself, when he was smitten on his cheek, said 
«0 the offender, Why dost thou smite me? and commanded his 
disciples to save themselves from oppressions and persecutions 
by flight. Apostle Paul, in a case of an injustice shown to him, 
instead of suffering without murmuring, turns to the authorities 
for justice and replies reproachfully to the high priest who has 
commanded that he be beaten. 

Judge not: What is prohibited is not a simple judgment or 
well-intentioned estimation of the actions of other men, which 
is in any case necessary in life, especially in public life, but the 
condemnation of the mode of action of one’s neighbour, and 
withal the condemnation by an illegal judgment, which is com- 
mon in every society, and the personal condemnation, in private 
relations and in private intercourse, —so to speak, private, per- 
sonal faultfinding, in which cases the condemnation generally 
takes place from some selfish and impure purposes, from ambi- 
tion, pride, and so forth. Judgments concerning the quality 
of this or that action of our neighbours, even the action pro- 
voked by such a judgment, is permissible, if it is based on 
a true understanding of the matter and on a godly jealousy 
for the glory of God. Christ himself and the apostles and all 
their true followers have always condemned actions which were 
contrary to faith and godliness, and took certain measures 
against everything which in their opinion was evil. Not of 
such judgment does the Lord speak, but of the unfair, selfish, 
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egotistical judgment, which at that is expressed without any 
need, from personal, selfish impulses, and especially by people 
who themselves are more at fault than those whom they judge. 
Evidently the Lord had in view the Pharisees who, priding 
themselves on their supposed righteousness and purity in their 
external conduct, severely judged the actions of other men, with- 
out knowing their circumstances, nor their impelling causes, and 
did not try to mend themselves. 

The Lord said this not that we should act or do anything 
without judgment, but having in view the Pharisees and scribes, 
who judged each other, but did not mend their own ways. 


This is what Reuss says (p. 288) : 


Ces maximes se rattachent de plus prés a ce qui a déja été dit 
plus haut, chap. v. 25; vi. 12, 14, 15. Car il est impossible de 
méconnaitre que c’est le jugement de Dieu qui est ici mis en 
paralléle avec celui des homme set qu'il ne s’agit pas de la réci- 
procité entre ceux-ci. En apparence il y a la une conception 
anthropopathique du jugement de Dieu, en ce qu'il est dit que 
celui-ci jugera les hommes comme ils auront jugé leurs sembla- 
bles, comme si les passions, les antipathies, les préventions, qui 
nous dictent si souvent nos jugements, pouvaient se retrouver 
dans les motifs du juge supréme. Le point de comparaison ne 
porte pas sur les défauts comme tels, mais sur la présence ou 
Vabsence de cet*amour fraternel qui doit primer .le droit strict. 
I ne faut pas oublier que Dieu, le Saint et le Juste par excel- 
lence, serait autorisé & nous mettre en jugement pour chaque 
faute ou transgression et & nous appliquer la peine méritée, 
tandis que nous, qui sommes tous pécheurs, nous avons bien 
tort d’étre rigoureux envers les autres. , Nous avons tous grandi- 
ment besoin de la grace de Dieu, done avant tout il convient que 
nous soyons animés, nous aussi, les uns envers les autres, d’un 
sentiment analogue. 


Kpc04vae is used in the fortieth verse in the sense of 
litigating, as which it is translated by all; «piv alone 
might, by stretching the point, be translated by to yudge, 
pass judgment, though in the direct sense it means to 
weed out, separate the bad from the good ; it does not mean 
to judge with the tongue, but to sentence or separate ; but 
in connection with catodidbw, which seems to be put iz 
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cn purpose that the word «piv@ might not be interpreted 
wrongly, its rendering by to judge is quite impossible. 
The word xatadueadfm means, from its derivation from 
duedfw, and according to all the dictionaries, to condemn 
to punishinent after a trial. 

More than that. These words are said after speak- 
ing of the necessity of offering the other cheek, giving 
away the coat, and so forth, but in Luke, immediately 
after it has been explained that according to the law of 
Moses justice was obtained by trial and by punishments. 
But I tell you, says Jesus, Do not defend yourselves 
against evil, and then you will obtain justice. It seems 
to be self-evident that we must not sit in jadgment and 
sentence to punishments. Even if it were not said after 
that, Judge not and do not sentence to punishment, it 
would be clear that it is self-understood, because Jesus 
Christ teaches all to forgive. Who is going to punish, 
if he teaches all, Resist not evil, and Wreak no ven- 
geance? Even in the first interpretation of the law, Thou 
shalt not kill, it said, Be not angry with thy brother. 
Besides, does not the whole teaching of forgiveness, all 
the parables; of the forgiven whore, of the debtor, the 
prayer itself which teaches us to forgive those who are 
indebted to us, do not all those things tell the same ? 
But here it says directly, in two or three words, such as 
van under no condition have any other meaning, Judge 
not in courts, sentence not to punishments. What hap- 
pens? All the churches, all the interpreters say that 
that means évitez la médisance, de not gossip, and that is 
all. Not to gossip and not to speak ill of people is not 
bad; but first of all they are not to be judged in courts, 
not punished, not corrected, not to have vengeance 
wrought upon them, —and that is the main thing which 
is said. 

Again the fourth rule given by Jesus, like the three 
former ones, is rejected, so that if all the passage, all the 
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four rules, were omitted, the teaching of the church would 
not be changed in the least, and would even be clearer 


than before. 


The same will be true of the fifth rule. 


FIFTH COMMANDMENT: 


43. Hkovoare ore ép- 
AéOn, “Ayamioes Toy 
wAnolov cov, Kal mior- 
oes Tov €xOpdv cov. 

44.’ Bye dé Néyw duty, 
“Ayamare Tots éxApovs 
bu@y, evdoyelre Tovs Ka- 
Tapwuevous buds, Kad@s 


Toutre Tovs picouvTas 
vuds, Kal mpocedxerbe 


trép Tv éernpeaforvTwy 
tas Kal duwkdyT wy vuas- 

45. “Orws  ~yévnobe 
viol Tov maTpds buOv Tod 
év ovpavots, Ort TOV HALov 
avrov avaré\)eu él 1o- 
ynpovs Kal ayadovs, Kat 
Bpéxer él dixalovs kal 
adlkous. 

35. Kal éav dyabo- 
TOLTE TOUS ayadoT oLovy- 
Tas Uuas, trola buly xapts 
éoti; Kal yap ol apuap- 
Twol TO avTO ToLovaL. 

32. Kal ef ayamrare 
Tovs ayara@vras wvudas, 
mola wiv xapis éorl; 
kal vap of dpuaptwdol 
Tos dyar@vras avrovs 
aya @ou. 

48. "Eoecbe ody tyets 
réewo, worep 0 TATHP 
bar 6 év Tots ovpavots 
rédeds oT. 


Matt. v. 43. Ye have 
heard that it hath been 
said,« Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy? (Lev. xix. 
TAS): 

44. But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you; 


45. That ye may be the 
childrené of your Father 
which is in heaven: for 
he maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on 
the unjust. 


Luke vi. 33. And if ye 
dado good to them which 
do good to you, what 
thank have ye? for sin- 
nerse also do even the 
same. 


32. For if ye love them 
which love you, what 
thank have ye? for sin- 
ners also love those that 
love them. 


Matt. v. 48. Be ye 
therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.s 


WAGE 


NO WAR 


‘43. You have heard 
that it has been said, Do 
good to thy neighbour, 
and count thy enemy as 
nothing. 


44. But I tell you, Do 
good to your enemies, 
do good to those who 
account you as nothing; 
do good to those who 
threaten you, and pra; 
for those who attac 
you; 


45. That you may be- 
come the equal chil- 
dren of your Father in 
heaven. He makes the 
sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends 
the rain on the just and 
on the unjust. 


33. Andif you do good 
to those who do good to 
you, what desert is there 
in that? For all nations 
do the same. 


32. Andif you do good 
to your brothers only, 
what additional thing 
do you do toward the 
other nations? Every 
nation does the same. 


48. Be therefore good 

to all men, as your 
Father in heaven is 
good to all. 


(a) Lev. xix. 17. Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine 
heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 


suffer sin upon him. 
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And, besides, those passages where it says, Love God 
and thy neighbour, which have all reference to the love 
of the neighbour. The following passages refer to the 
hatred of the enemy : 


Ex. xxriv. 12. Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for 
a snare in the midst of thee : 

13. But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and 
cut down their groves : 

Deut. xx. 1. When thou goest out to battle against thine 
enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than 
thou, be not afraid of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

2. And it shall be when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak unto the people, 

3. And shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this 
day unto battle against your enemies : let not your hearts faint, 
fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of 
them ; 

4. For the Lord your God is he that goeth with you, to fight 
for you against your enemies, to save you. 

5. And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What 
man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated 
it? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, 
and another man dedicate it. 

6. And what man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and 
hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and return unto his 
house, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it. 

7. And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and 
hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, lest 
he die in the battle, and another man take her. ; 

8. And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and 
they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and faint- 
hearted ? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren’s 
heart faint as well as his heart. 

9. And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of 
speaking unto the people, that they shall make captains of the 
armies to lead the people. 

10. When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, 
then proclaim peace unto it. 

11. And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and open 
unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that is found 
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‘ae shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve 
thee. 

12. And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make 
war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it: 

13. And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it into thine 
hands, thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the 
sword: 

14. But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all 
that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto 
thyself: and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee. 

15. Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far 
off from thee, which are not of the cities of these nations. 

16. But of the cities of these people which the Lord thy God 
doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing 
that breatheth : 

17. But thou shalt utterly destroy them, namely, the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee : 

18. That they teach you not to do after all their abominations 
which they have done unto their gods ; so should ye sin against 
the Lord your God. 

19. When thou shalt besiege a city a long time in making 
war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof 
by forcing an axe against them; for thou mayest eat of them : 
and thou shalt not cut them down (for the tree of the field is 
man’s life) to employ them in the siege. 


(0) éyOpes means enemy, foc. The word is used here 
in the sense in which it is employed in Matthew. 

In the time of Moses Hebrew oyev exOpds signified a 
man of another nationality, a Philistine, and so forth. 
Every non-Jew was an oyev, éyOpds. In this passage the 
significance as of a man of another nationality is incon- 
testable, if for no other reason than because it is opposed 
to mdnaoios, which in the language of the gospels means 
compatriot. The question is who is a mAnotos, and it 
turns out that a aAnodos is a man of another nation, a 
Samaritan (Parable of the Samaritan, Luke x. 29-37). 

This is what Reuss has to say about this place (pp. 212 
and 213): 
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La derniére antithése entre le point de vue légal et celui de la 
morale évangélique est en quelque sorte le résumé de celles qui 
ont précédé et en tout cas elle en est le couronnement. La loi 
(Lev. xix. 18) disait: tu aimeras ton prochain ; elle n’a dit nulle 
part explicitement: tu hairas ton ennem1. Mais le prochain, 
e’était l’Israélite, d’aprés !es Pharisiens c’était méme seulement 
Yami. La haine de l’étranger, et Videntification de l’étranger 
avec l’ennemi, étaient les conséquences naturelles, inévitables du 
point de vue particulariste de l’ancienne constitution religieuse. 
Jésus n’est donc pas injuste envers la loi en formulant son asser- 
tion comme il le fait. Ses contemporains du moins n’avaient 
aucun motif de le contredire &cet égard. Son accomplissement 
de la loi, en la ramenant & V’intention non méconnaissable du 
créateur, pere commun de tous les hommes, établissait done un 
universalisme des sentiments de fraternité tel que le monde ne 
avait point encore connu. Heureusement la formule du devoir, 
& cet égard, n’a pas besoin ici de commentaire, tout imparfaite 
qu’est toujours encore la réalisation de l’idéal. Nous nous bor- 
nerons & quelques observations de détail.. Le texte de Matthieu 
(v. 44) a été complété dans les copies et dans les éditions vul- 
gaires au moyen de celui de Luc, qui-est plus riche d’amplifica- 
tions sans rien ajouter & la pensée essentielle. L’effet de cet 
amour, qui ne se circonscrit pas dans les bornes tracées par les 
imperfections du prochain, mais qui aspire a la ressemblance de 
Vimmensité des perfections de Dieu, c’est que le chrétien devient 
Venfant de celui-ci, un fils digne de son peére. Car il va sans dire 
que la perfection de Dieu qui nous est proposée ici comme un but 
idéal & poursuivre, ne peut s’entendre que de ce que nous ap- 
pelons ses attributs moraux. Le fait méme de l’impossibilité de 
jamais atteindre ce but, fait évident pour la raison et la con- 
science, ne doit pas étre un obstacle pour la volonté; et le texte 
affrme cela au point de se servir du futur et non de Vimpératif 
pour nous faire marcher dans cette direction. Ce qui est dit du 
soleil qui luit pour tous indistinctement, et de la pluie qui féconde 
tous les champs, ne doit pas servir de preuve matérielle et directe 
de l'amour universel de Dieu. Car il y a aussi des fléaux dans 
lanature qui frappent également, sans distinction, les hommes de 
toutes les conditions morales. Mais c’est une image de la grace 
offerte & tous, de la longanimité qui les supporte tous, par con- 
séquent du sentiment qui doit nous animer a l’égard de tous a 
notre tour. Tant que Vamour, la charité, la bienfaisance et les 
autres sentiments et actes sociaux se réglent sur le principe de la 
réciprocité, ils n’ont aucune valeur; Vintérét n’est pas un élé- 

.ment moral, On trouve cela chez les plus méchants, les plus vils, 


———— 
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les plus étrangers 4 la connaissance du vrai Dieu. L’amour du 
chrétien doit étre complétement dégagé de tout élément d’intérét. 

Quelle idée Jésus a-t-il dti se faire, ou vouloir que nous nous 
fissions de la nature humaine, pour lui proposer un pareil but ? 
Serait-ce bien celle a laquelle s’est arrétée la théologie? Et s’il 
est vrai qu’ici-bas personne n’atteint ce but, a-t-il peut-étre sup- 
posé ou insinué que nous l’atteindrons le lendemain de notre 
mort, par l’effet d’un acte de gracieuse donation ? 


It is strange that Reuss, who understands what Jesus 
is Saying concerning men of other nations, should invent 
a mysterious meaning for the words and should not see 
what is most simple and clear, that simple, intelligible 
purpose which the societies of the world now pursue with 
so little success. He seems to be afraid to attach the 
simple, intelligible, profound meaning to the words of 
Jesus. 

This is what the church says (p. 93): 


Love your enemies: An enemy is he who does wrong in oné 
way or another. There are two kinds of love for men: the first 
is a favourable disposition toward a man, whose life and actions 
we approve of, whom we like ; the second is a favourable dispo- 
sition and wishing well to those whose life and action we do not 
approve of, whose bad actions toward us or toward others we 
counteract. This latter feeling is the love which we ought to 
show our enemies. 

It is impossible to love the actions of a man who offends and 
harms us, and who violates divine and human laws ; but we can, 
by turning away from his actions, wish him well personally, not 
pay him with evil for evil, help him in his needs and difficulties, 
offer him our services, and wish him eternal good. This love of 
our enemies testifies to a high degree of perfection in those who 
have this virtue. They have attained the highest virtue, for 
what is higher than this ? . 

Bless them that curse you, etc. : A more particular development 
of the general idea of the love of our enemies, an indication in 
what manner this love for those who variously manifest their 
enmity may be expressed. To bless really does not mean merely 
not to speak evil of our enemy, but to speak well of him, not to 
minimize his good qualities, but to praise them, point them out, 
then bless them and wish them well. To use despitefully means 
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unjustly to prosecute, to accuse unjustly, to offend, to insult by 
words or acts. It is evident that with the commandment to love 
our enemies would not at all agree a love of cur enemies which 
would include a sympathy for their actions; on the contrary, 
true love now and then demands arraignments and rebukes, when 
the hostile action offends the glory of God, or men are enticed 
away from the path of salvation. For that reason the Lord him 
self and his apostles frequently turned to their enemies with 
menacing and arraigning words. Do you see what steps he has 
ascended, and how he has placed us on the very top of virtue” 
Look and count them out, beginning with the first. 

(1) The first step: not to begin an offence; (2) when it has 
been given, not to repay the offender with equal evil; (8) not 
only not to do to him who has offended you what you have suf- 
fered from him, but also to remain calin; (4) to offer yourself to 
suffering ; (5) to give up more than the offender wants to take 
from you; (6) not to hate him; (7) even to love him; (8) todo 
him good; (9) to pray to God for him. Do you see what height 
of merciful love ? 


The church fails to understand this rule, just as it has 
misunderstood all the previous ones: it speaks of some- 
thing else and tries to destroy the chief meaning of the 
teaching. It says, Bless thy enemies, and the church says, 
Jt is permissible to curse them. The discourse of Jesus 
says only that we must not defend ourselves against our 
enemies, that under no conditions ought we to wage war ; 
but the church has for fifteen hundred years been preach- 
ing the very opposite and has been blessing the warriors. 

And yet this fifth, the last little rule is expressed, even 
in the form in which it has reached us, with so much 
clearness that it would seem there could be no doubt of 
its meaning. 

You are told, Love thy Russian, and hate a Jew, a Ger- 
man, a Frenchman; but I say, Love the men of other 
nations, even when they attack thee, do them good. 
Germans and Russians have the same God, and he loves 


them all, and do you be his equal children, be as good to 
all as he is 
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What can be more explicit, more simple and clear ? 
And if we consider for what purpose this discourse was 
held, who delivered it, it will become more evident still 
that it can have no other meaning. 

For what purpose is this discourse delivered ? 

Jesus teaches the true good to men, so how can he pass 
in silence that phenomenon which then, even as now, pre- 
sented itself as the greatest evil, — the enmity of nations 
and wars? Is it possible that we only are so intelligent 
and that he overlooked that evil and that inexhaustible 
source of evil, and spoke only of communing with bread 
and wine, and spoke nothing of the societies of the millions 
and of wars? And could we believe that of Jesus, who 
recognizes no mother, no brothers, no family, no ancient 
faith, and speaks to such vagrants as he himself is ? 

Is it possible that he recognizes the state and does not 
speak of the relations of the nations, because he finds that 
these relations and wars are very good, because wars, which 
cause millions to suffer and other millions to be the cause 
of suffering, have nothing to do with his teaching ? 

In the beginning of his discourse Jesus says that not. 
only must we not kill, but that we must not be angry 
with a man, so how could he help mentioning that 
eternal phenomenon of the wars, when not only anger 
is expressed toward people, but people are even killed ? 

This lack of comprehension is due to the fact that the 
teaching of Christ is not taken to be a teaching of what 
the life of men ought to be, but as a certain complement 
and adornment of the existing life, which is supposed to 
be the real one. If Christ’s teaching does not agree with 
life, it has to be interpreted differently. Jesus forbids all 
hatred of foreigners, forbids defence, and commands us to 
submit to the enemy, but we have governments, rights, 
etc. The teaching does not fit in, and it becomes neces- 
sary to interpret it differently, and the teaching is trans- 
formed. And kingdoms and wars are continued. And 


270 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


if the question is put, How can there be wars in 
Christian countries? the answer is, Jesus says nothing 
of kingdoms and wars. And so it turns cut that Jesus, 
who forbids the application of a coarse word to a 
man, who forbids the having of even one offended per- 
son, without peace being made with him, permits violence 
and murders on an enormous scale. He forgot to say 
anything about it, or that does not concern the teaching 
about the good. But if you read as it is written, this is 
what results: 

The first little rule of Jesus is the law about man in 
himself, in his heart: taking the commandment, Thou 
shalt not kill, the purpose of which is that men in their 
badness should not harm each other, Jesus says, Not only 
shalt thou not kill, but thou shalt have no anger against 
thy brother, and if thy brother be angry with thee, 
make thy peace with him. 

The second little rule is about man and woman, about 
the family: taking the commandment, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, the purpose of which is that men 
should not harm each other in their sexual reiations, 
Jesus says, Do not regard carnal lust as a good deed. 

The third little rule is about man in his private worldly 
relations with others: taking the commandment about 
the oaths, the purpose of which is the correctness of 
relations, Jesus says that the sources of evil are the 
ubligations which man takes upon himself. We cannot 
promise anything: swear no oaths about anything. 

The fourth little rule is about the relations of man 
to his state and to the laws of the state: taking a 
statute out of the laws of his nation, Christ teaches 
that it is impossible to correct by punishment, and that 
it is necessary to give up everything which they take 
from you, to forgive everything, and never to go to law. 

The fifth and last little rule of the teaching, which 
began with the life of a single man, embraces more 
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and more men, and here refers to all humanity, to all 
men whom we call enemies, when our nation is at war 
with them, to other nations, to all of humanity: hostile 
nations, enemies, should not exist for you. If they make 
war on you, submit, do good, and wage no war. Do as 
God does, for whom there is no distinction between the 
good and the bad. Be good to all men, no matter of 
what nation they may be, — make no distinction. 

(c) The words bless them that cwrse you are not found 
in many texts; they are not in the Vulgate, nor in 
Luther, nor in Tischendorf’s edition. It was evidently 
added later, and here breaks the sense, since the dis- 
course is not about personal enemies, but about enemies 
of state, about wars. 

(d) In many texts it is written dpoos vids, which 
again confirms the meaning of the whole discourse as 
being not about personal enemies, but enemies of state. 

(e) In many texts it reads €@m«ds, which means a 
Gentile, not a Jew. This variant again confirms the 
assumption that the whole discourse does not refer to 
personal enemies, but to enemies of state. 

(f) The whole context in Luke in this passage has 
evidently reference to a personal enemy and may be 
referred to the rule of non-resistance to evil. Its con- 
nection with the same place in Matthew only impairs 
the separate meaning of Matthew’s text, which defines the 
relation to éOxol, éy@po/, to foreign nations. 

(g) Tédevos means perfect, but in Russian this word has 
to be complemented, perfect in something. Here the per- 
fection obviously means goodness which is not limited to 
certain people. And so I translate it by good. 


Matt. vii. 12. There- 12. Therefore all things 


9 4 a 
El A au ped go fore all things whatso- which you would that 


dv Oé\nre iva motwowv 
duty of &vOpwro., otTw 
kal Uusis movetre avrocs: 
obTos yap éoruv 6 vouos 
Kat ol mpopHrat. 


ever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for 
this is the law and the 
prophets.4 


men should do to you, do 
you tothem; for this is 
the law and the proph- 
ets. 
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(a) This verse, which in Matthew is placed in Chapter 
V. after the discourse about the judgment, I transfer here 
to the conclusion of the fifth rule. 

Having warned his hearers that he did not destroy the 
“aw, but only gave a few additional little rules, the ful- 
flment of which gives the kingdom of God, Jesus 
expresses these five rules, namely: Be not angry ; com- 


‘nit no adultery ; swear not; go not to law; war not. 
Jesus says, Here are five rules, but they all come down 


to one. 


do to you, do you to others. 


all the former law. 


This rule is, What you would that others should 
This rule takes the place of 


OF ALMS, FASTING, AND PRAYER 


1. Tpocéyere thy 
ehenuootyny vuadv UH 
Tovety €umpoobev TaV av- 
Opwimrwv, mpos Td Oea- 
Ojvar avbrots: ef dé unye, 
picOov ovK exeTEe mapa 
Tw maTpl buady év Tots 
ovpavots. 

2. “Oravy ofy mops 
éenwoovynv, ph cad- 
mlons &umpoobév ov, 
&orep ot vroxpirat mro.od- 
ow év rails ouvaywyats 
Kai év Tals piuas, Orws 
SotacbGouv vad TOv av- 
Opwrrwv: dunv éyw byiv, 
"Améxovse Tov pucbdv 
avr dp. 

3. Zod dé sowdvros 
édenuoovyny, uy yvorw 
nN apirrepd cov Ti movet H 
defid cov, F 

4. "Orws 97 cov F 
€Nenuootvn év TH KpuT- 
TQ kal 6 maTip cov 6 
Brérwv év T@ xpuT7Ta, 
a’ros dmroddaoe co. éy 
TO Pavey. 


Matt.vi. 1, Take heed 
that ye do not your 
alms? before¢ men, to be 
seen of them; otherwise 
ye have no reward of 
your Father which is in 
heaven. 


2. Therefore when thou 
doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that 
they may have glory of 
men. Verilye I say unto 
you, They have their 
reward. 


3. But when thou doest 
alms, let not thy left 
hand know what thy 
right hand doeth :4 


4. That thine alms may 
be in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall re- 
ward thee openly.f 


1. Take heed that you 
do not do the truth for 
men, to be seen of them. 
If you do so, there is 
no desert in your truth 
before your Father in 
heaven. 


2. So when thou art 
compassionate to men, 
do not sound a trumpet 
before thee, as the come- 
dians do in the gather- 
ings, in the streets, that 
men may praise them. 
You see yourselves that 
they have received their 
re vard. 


3. But when thom art 
compassionate, do it so 
as not to know whether it 
is thy right hand, or thy 
left, which is doing it, 

4. So that thy pity for 
men may be in the secret 
of thy heart; thy Father 
sees in the secret of thy 
heart and will repay 
thee, 
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16. "Oray 6€ yy- 
oTevnre, phn vylvecbe 
@omep of brokpiral oKv- 
Opwmrol- agavlsovor yap 
Ta rpdowra avT Ov, Srrws 
pavao. Trois avOpwmois 
vnoTevovTes* aunv Néyw 
duty, Ore améxovor tev 
pucbdv avr ody: 

17. 2d dé vycrevwv 
Grewal cov Thy ke- 
pany, kat TO mpdcwmdy 
cou viva: 

18. “Orws uh davfs 
Tots avOpwrots vnoTEdwr, 
adda TS Twarpl cov Tw 
é€vy T® KpuTT@: Kal 6 
TaTHp cov 6 BArérwy év 
T@ KpurT@ aroddse cot 
év TO pavep@. 

5. Kal érav rpocevxn, 
ovK oy woTreEp ok UTroKpt- 
Tal, dte pidovowy év Tats 
guvaywyats Kal év Tats 
ywvias 7@v mrarTeov 
éoT@Tes mMpocet-yer Oat, 
Orws adv gpavear Tots 
avOpwros: daunv héyw 
vutv, bre amwéxovce Tov 
pu Ody abr Ov. 

6. Xd dé, Srav mpo- 
oevxn, eloedOe els TO 
Tapmselov gov, Kal, K)el- 
gas Thy OUpav cov, mpo- 
ceviat T@ waTpl cov TO 
év Tm KpuTT@: Kal 6 
maTnp cov 6 BAérwv év 
T@ KpUTT@ arodwoe cor 
év TS pavep@. 

7. Tlpocevxdpevoe dé 
wy Barrodoynonre, 
domep of €Ovixol: doxovor 
yap dre év TH modudoyla 
avtav eloaxoveOjocrvrat. 

8. Mi ody dpowbAre 
avrots: olde yap 6 warnp 
buGv oy xpelav éxere, 
mpd Tov vas alrjoa 
avrdv. 


16. Moreover when ye 
fast, be not, as the 
hypocrites, of a sad 
countenance: for they 
disfigure their faces, 
that they may appear 
unto men to fast. Verily 
I say unto you, They 
have their reward. 


17. But thou, when 
thou | fastest, anoint 
thine head, and wash 
thy face; 


18. That thou appear 
not unto men to fast, 
but unto thy Father 
which is in secret: and 
thy Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward 
thee openly.» 


5, And when thou pray- 
est, thou shalt not be as 
the hypocrites are: for 
they lovet to pray stand- 
ing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of 
the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. 
Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward. 


6. But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray 
to thy Father which 
is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee 
openly./ 


7. But when ye pray, 
use not vain repeti- 
tions,* as the heathen! 
do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for 
tnele much speaking. 


8. Be not ye therefore 
like unto them: for your 
Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him.” 
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16. When thou depriv- 
est thyself of anything, 
be not morose, like come- 
dians, for they purposely 
sadden their faces that 
men may see that they 
fast. Thou knowest thy- 
self, they receive their 
reward for it. 


17. When thou _re- 
Strainest thyself . from 
anything, perfume thy 
head and wash thy face; 


18. That men may not 
see that thou art fast- 
ing, but that thy Father 
may see in thy heart. 
And thy Father, seeing 
in thy heart, will reward 
thee. 


5. And when thou 
prayest, be not as the 
liars: they always pray 
in the assemblies, stop- 
ping in the corners of 
the streets, that they 
may be seen by men. 
Thou seest thyself, they 
receive their reward, 


6. But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy 
closet, shut the door, 
and pray to thy Father. 
And thy Father will see 
in thy soul and will 
repay thee. 


7. When you pray, do 
not wag your tongues, 
as the comedians do. 
They think that their 
prattling will be heard. 


8. Be not like them, 
for your Father knows 
what you need, before 
you open your mouths. 
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9. Ottws ody mpoc- 
evxerbe wvpets: Ildrep 
Hav & év Trois ovpavots, 
ayiacbjTw 7d dvoud 
gov’ 

10. “EdOérw % Baor- 
ela cov: yevnOyrw 7d 
béd\nud cov, ws év ovpa- 
v@, kal 2ri THs vis: 

11. Tov dprov nuov 
Tov émovarov dds nuiv 


onMEpov" 
12. Kal des nuiy ra 
SperdrrjpaTa uayv, ws 


Kal hues adlewev Tots 
operrterous Huay: 

13. Kal uh elcevéyxns 
quads eis meipacpuov, aANa 
ploa huads ard Tov 
movnpod. Ort gov éoTww 
nN Baorrela kal 7 dvvapus 
kal 7 66éa els Tos al@vas: 
any. 

25. Kal ray ornknre 
mpocevxbuevor, apiete el 
TL exeTe KaTd Tivos’ lva 
Kal 6 maTnp bua Oo év 
Tots ovpavots apy vuly 
Th TapanT wOuaTa VLOV. 

26. Ed 6€ duets ovdx 
addlere, ovd€ 6 Tarip 
Uuay 6 €v Tots ovpavots 
APHTEL TA TWAPAMT WULAT A 
bap. 


9. After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our 
Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name.” 


10. Thy kingdom come. 


Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in 
heaven.¢ 


11. Give us this day 
our dailyp bread. 


12. And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our 
debtors. 


13. And lead us not 
into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil:¢ For 
thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Mark xi, 25. And when 
ye stand praying, for- 
give, if ye have aught 
against any; that your 
Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses. 


26. But if ye do not 
forgive, neither will 
your Father which is 
in heaven forgive your 
trespasses. 
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9. Pray like this: 


Father! 


10. Let thy kingdom 
be. Let thy will be in 
thee and in me. 


11. Give us our daily 
food which we need. 


12. And forgive us our 
guilt, because we for- 
give all who are guilty 
toward us. 


25. When you begin 
to pray, forgive, if you 
have anything against 
any, so that your Father 
in heaven may forgive 
you your trespasses. 


26. If you do not for- 
give, your Father in 
heaven will not forgive 
your trespasses. 


(a) éumpoobev has here a meaning which is defined 


by what follows: for, only for men. 


(b) Many texts have here dSeavocdvnv instead of 


éhenmoovrny. 


It is self-evident that it ought to be 


dicavocvvnv, since the verse refers to the fulfilment 
of everything prescribed by Jesus. 
the copyists is that in counting up what forms virtue, 
Jesus in the second verse calls éAenpootvn, compassion, 
one of the first, but this compassion is not to be taken 
in the sense of an act, but of sympathy for men. Avxaco- 


What has misled 
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ovyvn means the execution of the truth, justice, but the 
latter word has received with us a meaning which is so 
far removed from truth, that truth has to be substituted 
for it; movety Sucavocvv7nv must be translated by to do the 
truth ; movetv €Xenwoovyyny to be merciful, compassionate. 

(c) Again the word apy is used in the sense of what 
is clear to everybody, namely, that they have received 
their reward by being praised, so what other reward do 
they want ? 

(ad) That is, Do so as to abandon thyself with thy 
whole soul to the work, so that thou hast no time to find 
out whether thy right or thy left hand has done the 
work. 

(e) Kpumtdés means hidden; év t@ KpuTT@ in the lan- 
guage of the gospels means more than wi secret ; it means 
in the invisible secrecy of thy heart: In the day when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according 
to my gospel (Rom. 11. 16). 

(f) év t® havep® is not found in many texts and was 
apparently added, because the expression €v T@ KpuTT@ 
was not understood. These words are not in Tischendorf. 

(g) vnotedm means to deprive oneself of something, to 
restrain oneself. 

(h) I translate this passage before the discourse about 
prayer, as being less important. 

(<) @tAodox stands here in the sense of do always and 
in Russian has to be translated by the one word always. 

(J) év T@ havep@ is again wanting in the majority of 
texts. 

(k) It does not say érav mpooevyn, as before, but mpoo- 
evyopuevor O€ pn BatToroynonte while praying do not 
wag your tongues, that is, prayer does not consist in the 
wagging of the tongue, in the speaking of words. 

(1) Many texts have bcroxpirad and not Oot. 

(m) In many texts we find avo/Eac To oropma, before 
you open your mouth, 
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(n) In many texts the words hallowed be thy name are 
omitted and instead words are given about the coming 
of the kingdom. In spite of all the attempts at interpre- 
tation, these words remain in the existing interpretations 
the same vroAvAoyia which Jesus forbids. For the same 
reason | omit the words our... im heaven, which are 
not in Luke. 

(0) In earth as it is in heaven, again a wordiness with- 
out any contents; these words are not in Luke. 

(p) The word ézovovs is incorrectly translated by 
daily: it means necessary. 

(q) In Matthew it says, Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil; in Luke the last words, But 
deliver us from evil, are wanting. The latter words are 
evidently an addition to Luke’s text. Neither phrase 
contains any idea, and they even impair the connection 
with what follows and what precedes. The preceding 
verse of Matthew says, There is no need of. speaking 
much and the Father knows what you want before you 
open your mouth. And mention is made of that one 
thing which may be wished for and asked of God. This 
one thing consists in recognizing him as the Father, wish- 
ing for his kingdom and will, and therefore forgiving 
everybody. And immediately after that it says, If you do 
not forgive, the Father will not forgive you. 


This is what is to take the place of the prayer with 
you. These words can have no other meaning; but as 
has happened with many, many things in the teaching 
of Jesus, even so here, the very words which he used in 
order to reject all external prayer, those very words with 
some misty additions are taken as a sample of a precative 
prayer. How much clearer could he have said that there 
is no need of praying? The temple of the sacrifice is 
destroyed ; it says, What is needed is not sacrifices, but 
your love among yourselves. It says, God is spirit, and 
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for him one must work in the spirit and with works. 
More than that: as though foreseeing the stubbornness of 
the people, who would want to retain the prayers, he says 
directly, Do not pray in words. The whole prayer is to 
consist in the desire of the kingdom of God and in the 
execution of its rules, and all the rules consist in not 
regarding any one as guilty, but loving and forgiving all. 
And what happens? These very words, by which prayers 
are denied, are received as the words of a prayer. 
Here is what the church says: 


After this manner therefore pray ye: The Lord proposes only a 
sample of a Christian prayer, and so it does not mean that 
a Christian must always pray with the words of this prayer, and 
must not use any other form of prayer. In it is contained the 
essence of the Christian prayer, and the further details may evi- 
dently form the subjects of a mass of other prayers, which have 
actually been composed in the church of Christ, and which are 
used in one form or another by all the Christian nations and 
creeds. 


Reuss is nearer to the truth, but he, too, does not want 
to see the simple, clear meaning of the words, because in 
the beginning he has incorrectly understood the whole 
sermon; he, too, sees a prayer in these words. 

Here is what Reuss has to say (pp. 216-221): 


1° La priére ne doit pas consister en formules vides de sens 
ou tellement nombreuses qu’elles servent plutot a donner de la 
distraction & celui qui les récite, qu’a concentrer ses pensées sur 
ce qui éléve l’Ame & Dieu. Celui-ci n’a pas besoin d’une longue 
priére, parce que, a vrai dire, il n’a pas besoin de priére du tout : 
il sait ce qu’il nous faut, ce que nous pouvons désirer, ce quwil 
veut nous octroyer. C’est pour nous-mémes que nous prions, 
c’est-a-dire pour nous rapprocher de Dieu, pour nous laisser péné- 
trer et diriger par son esprit, pour amener notre volonté a se 
soumettre avec confiance & la sienne. La priére a rempli son 
but dés qu’elle aboutit & nous faire répéter de bon cceur ce que 
Jésus a dit & Gethsémané. Une priére courte, simple, mais riche 
et profonde d’idées suffit pleinement, bien entendu si elle part du 
cceur et n’est pas simplement un acte de la mémoire. 
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9° Jésus parait avoir un jour saisi l’occasion de donner a ses 
disciples, et peut-étre sur leur demande méme (sect. 62), la 
formule d’une pareille priére. Ce n’a pas été certes avec linten- 
tion de la faire réciter ofticiellement par eux dans n’importe 
quelle occasion, mais pour préciser en quelques mots la nature 
des choses qui pouvaient devenir le sujet de la pritre. L’Eglise 
n’a pas eu tort de faire de cette formule sa nourriture journa- 
liére ; l’expérience des siécles en a constaté l’inépuisable richesse. 
Mais en comparant le texte conservé dans la rédaction de Luc, 
on voit que les premiers chrétiens n’en avaient point encore fait 
une formule officielle et invariable, comme cela a dt étre le cas 
& ’époque ot les copistes ont cru devoir rendre le texte moins 
complet conforme & celui qui, & cause de son étendue méme, avait 
passé en usage. 

Tl suffira de peu de mots pour diriger l’étude de ces quelques 
lignes qui sont un sujet de méditation incessante pour tous les 
chrétiens. On serait d’autant plus stir de se fourvoyer dans 
Vinterprétation de VOraison dominicale qu’on y rechercherait 
des choses étrangéres aux besoins et aux aspirations d’une piété 
simple et naive, et accessibles seulement a Vesprit scolastique. 
Ainsi rien n’est moins bien placé ici que la controverse sur le 
nombre des priéres particuliéres comprises dans cette oraison, ou 
les prétendues découyertes relatives a leur disposition symétrique 
et au rapport du prologue a l’épilogue ou de l’ensemble avec le 
dogme de la trinité, qu’on y a cherché d@’autant plus avidement 
que le texte s’y prétait moins. Supposer ici des arri¢re-pensées 
dogmatiques, ou des préoccupations de forme, c’est méconnaitre 
étrangement et V’esprit du Seigneur et le but qu’il avait en vue 
en formulant cette priére. 

Dans l’allocution qui est mise en téte, on remarque immédia- 
tement le nom de Pere, si rarement employé dans |’Ancien 
Testament, si caractéristique pour la religion de l’Evangile. Le 
sens de ce terme n’est pas épuisé tant qu’on songe seulement & 
la bonté du Créateur; il rappelle de préférence que Jésus veut 
faire des hommes les enfants de Dieu, et c’est cet élément d la fois 
pratique et mystique, le sonvenir du devoir et le sentiment de 
Yunion spirituelle, qui doit dés ’abord mettre celui qui prie dans 
la vraie disposition d’esprit. Il dira: Notre pere, bien qu’il 
puisse aussi dire: Mon pere, parce qu’il aimera & se rappeler la 
solidarité fraternelle qui ’unit & sessemblables. Et il continuera, 
méme au dix-neuvieme siécle, & parler des Ciewx, comme de la 
résidence du Trés-Haut, sans se préoccuper de questions de 
cosmologie, parce que cette expression est le symbole de la gran- 
deur, de la puissance et de la providence de Dieu, par consé- 
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quent pour lui-méme a la fois une constatation de sa dépendance, 
et le gage d’une foi confiante et assurée. 

La premiére priére se présente d’abord comme une simple 
formule d’adoration, comme un acte d’humilité de la créa- 
ture en face du Créateur. La sanctification peut étre com- 
prise comme une manifestation du respect. Mais dans ce cas 
méme, il conviendra de substituer au nom la personne, en nous 
rappelant usage constant du langage biblique. Cependant on 
aurait tort de s’arréter la. Une vraie sanctification de Dieu, 
dans le sens indiqué, n’étant possible que de la part de celui qui 
se sera sanctifié d’abord lui-méme, c’est-d-dire qui se sera rendu 
digne d’approcher le Trés-Saint, la premiére priére (qui ne peut 
méme étre une priére qu’a cette condition) implique done en 
méme temps un engagement moral, et une demande en assistance 
a l’effet de pouvoir s’en acquitter. 

La seconde priere demande la venue, c’est-a-dire la réalisation 
du royaume de Dieu. C’est du moins la l’expression frangaise 
dont nous nous sommes servi partout jusqwici pour rendre le 
terme grec que nous avons devant nous. Ici, cependant, nous 
avons cru devoir nous conformer @ l’usage, en y substituant le 
mot de regne. Quoique cela ne doive rien changer au sens, il 
faut pourtant convenir que ce dernier mot écarte plus facilement 
toute conception judaique, ou du moins se préte plus directe- 
ment & celle que esprit de ’Evangile veut faire prévaloir. En 
effet, il ne s’agit pas de demander l’accomplissement d’un fait 
concret, visible, spécial, d’une révolution enfin qui changerait la 
face du monde, subitement et avec éclat, comme l’espéraient les 
Juifs; mais d’exprimer le désir de voir s’établir un ordre de 
choses ot la sainte volonté de Dieu prévaudra seul dans toutes 
les relations et sera l’unique régle du gouvernement des affaires 
Wici-bas une phase du développement progressif de ’humanité 
ot l’idéal de la théocratie, tel que les prophétes l’avaient entrevu, 
sera devenu une réalité. Comme il est évident que ce n’est pas 
Dieu qui mettra obstacle 4 cette transformation, cette priere 
aussi, comme la précédente, implique la promesse, de la part de 
Vhomme, de. préter son concours actif & une ceuvre si désirable. 
Cela nous fait voir aussi que Luc a pu omettre la troisiéme priére, 
qui n’est que l’explication ou, si l’on veut, la traduction subjec- 
tive de la seconde, sans qu’il manquat rien d’essentiel a la 
formule entiére. D’un autre cdté, pour faire voir que la rédac- 
tion plus compléte ne renferme pas de redites, on peut faire 
remarquer que la seconde priére, en mentionnant le régne, reléve 
plus particuli¢rement Vidée de la solidarité entre les hommes, 
de la communauté du but et du travail qui les doit unir; tandis 
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que la troisisme insiste plus explicitement sur l’activité méme 
de ’homme qui n’avait été que sous-entendue dan les deux précé- 
dentes. Car la volonté, dont il est question ici, est bien celle qui 
s’adresse & l’étre libre, et non celle qui régit la nature. Mais 
toutes les trois priéres concernent des faits qui réclament la 
coopération des hommes; c’est une preuve de plus que la priere 
est essentiellement faite pour l’homme et non pour Dieu. 

Quant & la quatriéme priére, nous ne nous arréterons pas a 
réfuter ceux qui l’interprétent allégoriquement, de maniére a voir 
dans le pain quotidien autre chose que la nourriture et en général 
la satisfaction des besoins de la nature physique et de la condi- 
tion terrestre: nous n’avons rien & objecter si l’on veut appeler 
la méditation de la parole de Dieu le pain quotidien du chrétien ; 
nous affirmons seulement que Jésus n’a pas voulu parler de cela 
ici. L’allégorie, le sens caché, sont choses étrangéres a l’Oraison 
dominicale; et loin de dire que le Seigneur aurait dérogé a la 
dignité de l'ensemble en descendant jusque dans la région maté- 
rielle, nous trouvons plutot admirable qu’il ait su rattacher la 
matiere méme, c’est-a-dire les nécessités physiques de notre exis- 
tence, a un ordre d’idées plus élevé et nous montrer ainsi le 
devoir et les moyens de les sanctifier. Il y a une immense con- 
solation pour le mortel a se pénétrer de la conviction que Dieu 
ne l’abandonne pas a lui seul, méme dans les affaires les plus 
ordinaires, et la recherche de l’assistance céleste vivifie et enno- 
blit son travail. Quant 4 la formule usuelle dont nous venons de 
nous servir également en passant, il est positif qu’elle est inac- 
ceptable, bien qu’elle ne contienne rien qui soit déplacé dans un 
pareil texte. Philologiquement parlant, le terme grec, employé 
par les deux évangélistes, mais qui ne se rencontre chez aucun 
autre auteur, ne peut étre ramené qu’a deux combinaisons étymo- 
logiques. Ou bien le mot doit étre dérivé d’un verbe qui si- 
gnifie aller, et ce sera le jour survenant, le lendemain. C’est le 
sens que Jérdéme dit avoir trouvé exprimé dans l’évangile hébreu, 
le pain du lendemain. Ou bien il vient d’un nom qui signifie la 
substance: alors l’adjectif du texte parle de ce qui est dans la 
proportion de la substance, c’est-a-dire suffisant, en opposition 
avec ce qui est au-dela de la substance ou superflu. Nous pré- 
férons cette derniére interprétation, Elle fait valoir un élément 
de réserve et de modération & l’égard des biens de cette terre, 
qui certes ne déparera pas l’ensemble. 

En employant dans la cinquiéme priére le terme d’offense et 
offensc, nous nous sommes encore conformé & Pusage. Mais il 
importe de constater que ce terme affaiblit beaucoup le sens de 
VYoriginal, A la lettre il faudrait dire: Remets-nous nos dettes 
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comme nous les avons remises & nos débiteurs. Cette formule 
regoit son explication la plus simple et la plus juste par la para- 
bole des deux serviteurs, sect. 56. Tout manquement au devoir, 
soit envers Dieu, soit envers le prochain, est comparé & une dette 
contractée, dont le eréancier peut, s’il le veut bien, nous faire 
grace sans paiement. Cette comparaison est usitée également 
dans le langage rabbinique et la langue allemande I’a conservée 
purement et simplement. Pour le fond, on peut observer que 
Vhumble aveu de la dette (de la culpabilité, du péché) doit rendre 
le pécheur plus disposé @ faire aux autres ce qu’il réclame pour 
lui-méme, ou plutdt (d’aprés chap. v. 23 suiy.) il ne doit se pré- 
senter devant Dieu pour lui demander la remise de la grande 
dette, qu’autant qu’il a déja préalablement remis la petite & son 
frere. C’est la ce qu’exprime le texte tel qu’il a été rétabli par 
la critique, ainsi que celui de Luc, bien qu’il ne soit pas exacte- 
ment le méme. Le texte vulgaire parait étre di & une certaine 
faiblesse du sentiment moral, car il exprime plut6t une promesse 
qu’un fait accompli, et a de plus le grand inconvénient d’intro- 
duire l’idée d’une mesure proportionnelle, qui serait & la fois a 
notre désavantage, et contraire a la réalité. 

Dans la sixiéme priére aussi |’usage a introdnit des corrections 
arbitraires. On dit fréquemment en chaire: Ne nous laisse pas 
succomber & la tentation, parce qu’on se trouve choqué de lidée 
d@attribuer la tentation a Dieu méme (Jacq. i. 13). Mais cette 
difficulté n’est qu’apparente. Un seul et méme mot grec servant 
a désigner les épreuves auxquelles Dieu soumet les hommes, dans 
un but pédagogique et salutaire, et les sollicitations venant de la 
part des mauvyais instincts, a la suite desquelles notre faiblesse 
nous fait commettre des péchés, assertion de Jacques, confirmée 
par une saine intelligence de la nature de Dieu, et la priére de 
Jésus, qui se fonde sur la connaissance de la nature humaine, 
sont également dans le vrai. Le chrétien, se méfiant de lui- 
méme, peut demander comme une grace que Dieu yeuille lui 
éparener les épreuves, absolument comme Jésus l’a demandé 
lui-méme & Gethsémané, mais, comme pour lui aussi, cette priére 
elle-méme doit étre un moyen d’affermissement de la volonté, ° 
une source de force et de courage, et partant un gage de la vic- 
toire, ce que Paul exprime trés-bien, 1 Cor. x. 13. La derniére 
phrase, qu’on a tort de compter comme une septiéme priére, et 
que Luc a pu omettre sans tronquer le texte, n’est & vrai dire que 
le complément de ce qui précéde. En effet, si l’on traduit, 
comme nous ayons fait, le Malin, au masculin, elle nous remet 
sous les yeux le fait que l’épreuve envoyée par Dieu peut devenir 
une véritable tentation, une occasion de chute, & cause de nctre 
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faiblesse sur laquelle agit le démon du mal. Si l’on préfere 
mettre le mal, au neutre, le sens revient au méme, seulement la 
puissance du mal n’est plus personnifiée. En aucun cas 1 ne 
saurait étre question de mettre : préserve-nous du malheur. 

Nous avons supprimé la doxologie que l’Eglise grecque, dans 
sa liturgie, a ajoutée & l’Oraison dominicale, et qui, par cette 
raison méme, a fini par pénétrer dans les manuscrits de VEvan- 
gile. L’Eglise latine ne la connait pas, elle manque done aussi 
dans la Vulgate et dans toutes les bibles catholiques. Elle 
parait dater du quatriéme siécle. Il importe peu de préciser 
le sens de pareilles formules. Elles servent & la glorification de 
Dieu et emploient généralement des locutions bibliques; ici on 
pourrait a la rigueur y voir une espéce de confirmation de l’Orai- 
son: Dieu veut et peut accorder ce qu’on lui demande, et nous 
len remercions d’avance. Observons en passant que c’est a la 
présence ou a l’absence de cette formule qu’on peut reconnaitre 
le plus facilement si une traduction du Nouveau Testament est 
d’origine catholique ou protestante. 

3° Les v. 14 et 15 ne font pas partie intégrante de l’Oraison 
dominicale, comme il est aisé de le voir. Peut-étre est-ce un 
fragment d’une explication que Jésus en aurait donnée, car ils 
se rapportent directement a la cinquiéme priére. I] sera plus 
sar de dire que c’est une pensée trés-fréquemment reproduite 
dans lenseignement de Jésus, voy. Mare xi. 25 ss. (sect. 92). 
Matth. xviii. 385 (sect. 56), etc. L’empressement de se réconcil- 
ier avec le prochain est la condition du pardon de la part de 


Dieu. Sans elle, la confiance dans sa grace eéleste serait illu- 
soire. 
OF LAYING UP TREASURE 
19. My Onoavpltere Matt. vi. 19. Lay not 19. And do not increase 


Suty Onoavpods ért THs 
78, Orrov ons Kal Bodous 
apavifer, Kal Grou k\ér- 
. Tat Sop¥acovar Kal KNér- 
Tovge 

20. Onoaupivere dé 
duty Onoavpods év ov- 
pave, dmov otre ots ore 
BpGous apavite, kal dou 
KNérTar ob dopvacovcw 
ovdé KkémTovey. 

21. “Orov ydp éoru 
0 Onoavpds buav, exet 
€oTat kal 7 Kapola buav. 


up for yourselves treas- 
ures¢ upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: 


20. But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves 
do not break through 
nor steal: 


21. For where your 
treasure is, there will 
your heart be also, 


your livings upon earth; 
here moths and rust cor- 
rupt all, and thieves dig 
under and steal. 


20. But lay up for 
yourselves livings in 
heaven; there moths 


and rust do not corrupt 
things, and thieves do 
not dig under and steal, 


21. For where your 
living 1s, there will also 
your heart be, 
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22. ‘O oxvos Tod 
swuaTos eoTLv 0 dPbad- 
ios’ Ev oY 0 dPOaduds 
gov Gmdods 7, Sov 7d 
coud cov pwrevdov 
éorat 

23. 'Eav 6€ 6 6p6an- 
jobs cou movnpds 7, Odor 
TO gGpd cov cKOTELVOY 
eotat. el oy TO Pas TO 
év gol oxétos é€oTi, TO 
oKoTos Técop ; 

24. Ovdels ddvarac 
dual Kuplos SovdAeverv- 4 
yap Tov Eva mono, Kal 
Tov ETrepov ayamnoe 7) 
évds avdéeerar, Kal Tov 
éTépov KaTappovjcer. ov 
divacbe Oew dovdevery 
Kal Mappwva. 

15. ‘Opare kal puddo- 
ceabe ard THS W)eEOvE- 
Elas bre obK év T@ TEpic- 
cevey Til H Fwy avrov 
éoTwv €k TOY UTapXOVTwY 
avrov. 

26. Tl yap opedetrar 
&vOpwros, eay Tov Kbg mov 
bdov KepOnon, THY OE Wu- 
Xv avTod nuwdn; 7) 7h 
Suce dvOpwros avTd)d- 
Aaypua THS PuxAs avrov ; 

25. Ava Totro Aéyw 
buiv, Mh pepyuvare TH 
puxn tuav, TL paynte 
kal Tl mlnre: pndé Te 
cHpare yuav, TL évdvon- 
abe. odxi 7 Yuxh wrelov 
éot. THS Tpophs, Kal TO 
capa Tov évdvmaros ; 

26, ’EuBrdépare eis a 
meTea TOU ovpavod, 
ért od omelpovoy, ove 
Beplfovorv, ovde auvd- 
yovuo. eis amoOyKas, 
kal 6 maThp wvuav o 
otpdvos Ttpépe avira: 
obx wvpels paddov dta- 
pepere avT ov; 


22, The light® of the 
body is the eye :« if there- 
fore thine eye be single, 
thy whole body shall be 
full of light. 


23. But if thine eye be 
evil, thy whole’ body 
shall be full of darkness. 
If therefore the light 
that is in thee be dark- 
ness, how great is that 
darkness! 


24. No man can serve 
two masters: for either 
he will hate¢ the one, 
and love the other; or 
else he will hold toe the 
one, and despises the 
other. Ye cannot serves 
God and mammon. 


Luke xii. 15.2% Take 
heed, and beware of 
covetousness:' for a 
man’s life consisteth 


not in the abundance of 


the things which he 
possesseth. 
Matt. xvi, 26.5 For 


what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a 
man give in exchange 
for his soul? 


Matt. vi. 25. Therefore 
I say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life* more 
than meat, and the body 
than raiment? 


26. Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father 


feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than 
they? 
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_22, The eyes are the 
light of the body. If 
thy eyes are not dim, 
the whole body will be 
full of light. 


23, But if thy eyes are 
dim, thy whole body will 
be full of darkness. If 
therefore thy light is 
darkness, how great is 
that darkness! 


24. No man can work 
for two masters, for he 
will esteem one little, 
and will respect the 
other; he will do one’s 
will, and will forget the 
other. You cannot work 
for God and for mam- 
mon. 


15. Take heed, and be- 
ware of every selfish- 
ness, for a man’s life 
does not consist in hav- 
ing more than he needs. 


2%. What profit is it to 
a man, if he gains the 
whole world, and loses 
his soul? You cannot 
redeem the soul with 
riches, 


25. Therefore I tell 
you, Do not trouble 
yourselves about what 
you are going to eat and 
drink; nor trouble your- 
selves about your body, 
what you will put on. Is 
not the life more than 
food, and the body more 
than raiment? 


26. Look at the birds 
of the air: they do not 
sow, nor reap, nor gath- 
er into barns; but the 
Father feeds them. Is 
not man more precious 
than the birds? 
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27. Tis 6€ €& vpuar 
pepivay dvvarar mpoo- 
Getvac ért Thy HArklay 
avTov whxuy Eva ; 

28. Kai rept évdvparos 
TL pepyuvaTe; KaTauda- 
dere Ta Kplva TOD aypod 
wos, avédverr ov Komid, 
ovde vnbet: 

29. Néyw dé buiv, bre 
ovdé Zorouay ev radon 
TH O0&n avrTod mepieBa- 
AeTO ws ev TOUT HY, 

30. Hi 6é rov ydprov 
TOU aypov, onuEpoy dyTa, 
kal avjpiov eis kAiBavov 
Baddouevor, 6 Oeds ot Tws 
auprévvutiv, o8 mohn@ 
Madov buds, odvydrri- 
OTOL; 

31. Mi ofv pepiuvy- 
onre, éyovres, Th pa- 
yopuev, ) Th mlwpev, 7 
Tb mrepiBarwpeda ; 


32. Idvra yap ratra 
Ta eOvn emignrel: oide 
yap 6 mathp buadv 6 ov- 
pavios bre xpygere Tov- 
TMV aThVT MY: 

34. Mi of pepiuvr- 
onre els Thy alipiov: 7 
yap avpiov pwepyvjoe Td 
éauThs. apxerov TH hucoa 
 Kakla avrjs. 

33. Znretre 5é mrpo- 
Tov Thy Bacielay Too 
Geod Kal Thy dtxaco- 
ovvnv abrod, Kal Tatra 
wavTa  mpocreOhoera 
vpcy. 

7. Alre?re, Kal 500%- 
ceTar duly: (nreire, Kal 
evpjoere: Kpovere, Kal 
avouynoerar vpcv. 

8. Ilaés yap 6 aird 
AapBaver, Kal 6 kqrdv 
eipioxe, Kal T@ KpovorTt 
GVOUY RET aL. 


27. Which of you by 
taking thought can add 
one cubit unto his 
stature?! 


28. And why take ye 
thought for raiment? 
Consider the liliesm of 
the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do 
they spin: 


29. And yet I say unto 
you, That even Solomon 
in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 


30. Wherefore, if God 
so clothe the grass of 
the field, which to-day 
is, and to-morrow is cast 
into the oven, shall he 
not much more clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? 


31. Therefore take no 
thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we 
be clothed? 

32. (For after all these 
things do the Gentiles” 
seek :¢) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these 
things. 


34.p Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: 
for the morrow shall 
take thought for the 
things of itself. {Suffi- 
cient unto the day is the 
evil thereof. 

33. But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; 
and all these things 
shall be added unto 
you.” 


Matt. vii. 7. Ask,s and 
it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: 


8. For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; 
and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened. 
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27. Try as you may, you 
cannot add the least bit 
to your life. 


28. And why do you 
trouble yourselves about 
raiment? Look at the 
flowers of the field, how 
they bloom; they do not 
work, nor spin. 


29. And Solomon in all. 
his glory was not better 
dressed than one of the 
flowers of the field. 


30, If God can clothe 
so the grass of the field, 
which lives to-day, and 
to-morrow is burned up, 
why should he not clothe 
you? You do not believe 
well! 


31. Therefore do not 
trouble yourselves; do 
not consider what you 
are going.to eat and 
what to drink, and how 
you will be clothed. 

32, All these things all 
the nations need, and 
your Father in heaven 
knows that you need all 
that. 


34. So do not trouble 
yourselves about what 
will be to-morrow. To- 
morrow will have its 
own care. Sufficient are 
the cares for one day. 


33. First of all seek to 
be in the will of God and 
to entrust yourselves to 
the will of God; ask for 
the chief thing, and the 
insignificant will come 
itself. 


7. Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and you 
shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened to you. 


8. For every one who 
wishes receives; and he 
who seeks finds; and to 
him who knocks it shall 
be opened. 
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9." H ris éorev €& tuav 
dvOpwros, dv éav alrnon 
6 vids a’rod dprov, un 
AlOov emiddoe adT@ ; 

10. Kal éav ix Adv ai- 
THON, wh Spiv éridwoe 
avr@ ; 

11. Eé ody tpets, sro- 
vnpol dvres, ofdate O6- 
bara ayaa diddvac Tots 
TéKvos UU@Y, 7oTq@ Mad- 
ov 6 maThp vudy 6 év 
Tots ovpavors Face ayaba 


9. Or what man is 
there of you, whom if 
his son ask bread, will 
give him a stone? 


10. Or if he ask a fish, 
will he give him a ser- 
pent? 


11. If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give 
good giftst unto your 
children, how much 
more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give 
good things» to them 
that ask him? 
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9. Is there a man 
among you who, if his 
son asks bread, will give 
him a stone? 


10. Or, if his son asks 
him for a fish, will give 
him a snake? 


11. If you, evil people, 
know what is good and 
pre it to your children, 
how then will your 
Father in heaven not 
ive the good spirit to 

se who asks him for 
it 


Tots alrovowy avrov; 


(a) Onoavpes ought to be translated by treasure, but 
the word has a different meaning. A treasure has too 
special a meaning as of something particularly precious. 
Property has not that meaning of preciousness which 
@ncavpos has. The popular word a living fully expresses 
the idea. 

(b) Avyvos is generally translated by luminary, but’ 
ought to be here light. 

(c) I say eyes, in the plural, as the organ of vision is 
meant. 

(d) puceiv has everywhere to be translated by to neglect, 
despise ; I choose the periphrase to esteem little, as more 
Russian and exact. 

(e) I render it by please, forget. 

(f) Katadppoveiy not to pay any attention, forget. 

(g) Since dovrevev means to be a labourer, 1 translate it 
by to work for, in order to retain the same meaning. 

(h) I put here Luke xii. 15, which expresses the same 
idea from another side. 

(<) Many texts, so also the Sinaitic, have waons 
mreove£ las. 

(j) Matt. xvi. 26 again expresses the same idea from 
another side. 

(k) uy, as in the majority of the places of the 
synoptics, has to be translated by lie. 
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(1) xia never means stature, and the translation as 
statwre, which is found in the Vulgate and in Luther, is 
one of the bad blunders which are met with so frequently. 
‘Hrxia means time of life, that is, length of life. 

(m) «piva I render simply by flowers. 

(n) émifnréw means to be in need of, and is irregularly 
translated as to search. If émifnrém means to search, 
then yretv (Matt. vi. 33) must mean something different. 

(0) ra vn is irregularly translated by Gentiles, paiens. 
Where reference is had to the pagans, é@xol is used. 
"Eévy means here all the nations. In confirmation of 
such a translation inany texts have in this place ta Oy 
Tod Koopov. This whole passage is everywhere incor- 
rectly translated, even in Reuss, namely, that only the 
Gentiles have a thought for their body and their rai- 
ment, but you are mine, and need not worry about them. 
That is incorrect on account of the meaning of émigntéw 
and of é6vn, and on account of the variant tod xécpou, 
but more especially because it makes Jesus say that the 
Gentiles are apostates, which he never says, and because 
he would be contradicting himself. He says, You have 
a thought, and then he says, Only the Gentiles have a 
thought. 

(p) I transpose Verses 33 and 34, because Verse 33 
concludes the idea. 

(q) Snrém means to seek, try to obtain. 

(7) Many texts read: alteite Ta peyara kal Ta bpiv 
mpoateOncetat, Kal aiteite Ta emroupdvia Kal Ta erruyeia 
mpooteOnoeTae vutv. 

(s) atrém without a modification does not mean to ask, 
but ¢o wish, tend toward something. 

(t) Sduara gifts, that which is given. OidSate Sépata 
ayaba you know how to give good, useful gifts, that is, you 
know what is good. 

(wv) In. this passage from uke, there are different 
variants; we find here: a@ya@ov dda, déuc-a ayaa, 
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mvetpa ayabov, xdpw mvevpatixnr (spiritum, bonum, 
donum, spiritus sanctr), All these variants and the 
accepted text of Luke, in which it says, He will give 
the Holy Ghost, are important, for it is evident that the 
majority understood these words not in relation to earthly 
possessions, but in relation to the spirit, which is needed 
for the participation in the kingdom of God. 

(v) This whole passage follows immediately after the 
verse about the judgment and is there not connected 
with what precedes, but is here directly connected both 
by the unity of idea and even by the very form of 
the expression {nreire. 


Be not angry at anything, no matter how much 
men may offend thee; seek no carnal solaces; if thou 
hast a wife, live with her alone; make no promises of 
any kind; in no way defend thy labour, nor thy leisure ; 
without going to law, give everything to those who want 
to take it away from thee; do not consider thyself a 
member of any nation, recognize no distinction of nation- 
alities, and make no war on account of such distinc- 
tions, neither by attacking, nor by defending thyself. 
Be vagrants, — this and nothing else is said in Christ’s 
little rules. In them and in doing to others what thou 
wantest that others should do to thee is the whole law 
and the prophets. 

Such as men now are, such as the organization of 
life now is, so it was even then. And what men have 
said, say, and will say about this teaching, men thought 
and spoke of then. Now they say and then they said, 
But if we are not to resist evil and will give everything 
away which is taken from us, then the whole meaning of 
our life is destroyed. There is no state, no property, no 
family. I have prepared, collected, treasured up for 
myself, my family, my nation, and any bad man will 
come, will extort from me, and I must give him. The 
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Germans, the French, the Turks will come and take 
away what I have stored up, and I must submit. And 
Jesus Christ gives a direct answer to this. He speaks 
neither of the family, nor of society, nor of the state; 
he speaks only of what forms the subject of his teach- 
ing, of what is the light of men, of the divine essence 
of man, of his soul. But he gives a direct answer to 
the natural question of what will become of the fruit 
of my labours, of the treasure, of the capital, which I 
have collected. He answers, Man may in life acquire 
two kinds of riches: one kind is the spirit in God, and 
the other is what you call riches. Your wealth perishes, 
you know that; if not to-day, it will perish to-morrow, 
in a hundred years, and nothing will be left of it. 

The wealth in God, the life of the spirit, is the only 
one which will not perish and is not subject to earthly 
changes. Treasure up what will not perish. If that 
which thou wishest for, that which thou strivest after, — 
the wealth which thou treasurest up, is evil, what wil 
thy life be, which is all directed toward evil? If thy 
eyes see well, they will take the body where it will be 
well off; but if thy eyes are blind, they will take the 
whole body to where evil is. Thy desires and strivings 
are thy eyes which lead thee. What will become of thee, 
if thy eyes are directed toward evil ? 

And so it is impossible to work at the same time fo: 
mammon, that is, for the perishing riches, and for God, 
for the imperishable spirit. 

The love of wealth is a deception. One needs only to 
think of it in order to understand it. What is it for? 
We are in the habit of saying, How can I help troubling 
myself about what I am going to eat? But who is it 
that wants to eat? The soul, life. Where does it come 
from? It did not grow out of the bread; first it is born 
and then only do we sustain it with bread. Where does 
it come from? From God, Consequently God has made 
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both life and bread. What is more precious for God, life 
or bread? Certainly life. Then it is about the life, 
which is from God, that we must trouble ourselves, 
And if God has made life, he has made also what will 
sustain it. For does not God feed the birds, and they do 
not sow, nor reap; so he will feed you, too. The same is 
true of raiment and of everything which each man needs. 
So do not trouble yourselves about your food, or about 
anything else. Your Father, God, knows what you 
need; do not trouble yourselves in advance; sufficient 
evil there is in the care of one day, from which you 
will not escape. Why add more evil by caring for 
the morrow? Hold only to the present moment, trying 
only at this moment to fulfil the will of God, and you 
will enter into the life. Seek only in order that you 
may be in the kingdom of God, to fulfil the will of the 
Father, and everything else will come of itself. Wish 
for, search after this alone, and God will give you this 
life, not the bodily, but the spiritual life. He knows 
what is good for you, and that he gives you. That seems 
hard for you, because you do not see the path. You 
think that the path is everywhere. There is only one 
path, the one which I am showing you,—the path of 
these rules, and upon it will you enter the kingdom of 
God. Be not afraid, you will enter, for God himself 
wants it. 

Here is the way the church and Reuss judge this part. 

The church says: 


The passion for the acquisition of earthly goods is not com- 
patible with the service of God; however, riches, as a divine 
blessing, in its proper relation to man, do not hinder one in his 
service of God. Examples: Abraham, Job, and other righteous 
men. 

«Do not mention to me wealth, but those who were slaves to 
wealth. Job was rich, but did not serve mammon; he had riches 
and possessed them, was the master of them, and not their slave. 
He made use of his wealth as a distributer of somebody else’s 


200. * THE FOUR GOSPELS 


possessions and did not indulge in what he had with him.” 
(Chrys.) . 

Within certain limits it is necessary to have a thought for 
worldly cares; the Saviour himself and the apostles command us 
to work for their gratification, whiie heedlessness is always 
blamed, The Lord does not teach us to be heedless: he only 
forbids too great anxiety. 


Reuss says (pp. 224 and 225): 


Ici il importe beaucoup qu’on ne se néprenne pas sur la portée 
des paroles de Jésus. I] n’a pas pu vouloir recommander la négli- 
gence et l’oisiveté, ni inspirer & qui que ce soit lindifférence pour 
le travail, ou enlever 4 celui-ci Vhonneur qui lui revient (comp. 
1 Cor. iv. 12, Eph. iv. 28, 1 Thess. iv. 11, 2 Thess. iii. 8 suiv., 
etc.). Mais on connait la méthode du Seigneur d’exprimer ses 
principes @une maniére absolue, de donner a ses maximes les 
formes du paradoxe, pour faire ressortir ce que les hommes 
ordinairement ne prennent pas le plus en considération, tandis 
qu il affecte de laisser de c6té ce qui s’entend de soi-méme et n’a 
pas besoin d’étre préché avec une égale insistance. Il est de fait 
que les nécessités de la vie matérielle s’imposent au pere de 
famille, et en général a lV’immense majorité des hommes, avec 
une force telle qu’il ne risque guére de les perdre de vue. I 
risque bien plus de se laisser complétement absorber par elles, 
non-seulement dans ce sens qu’il détournerait son attention de 
toute autre chose et notamment de ses intéréts spirituels, mais 
encore de maniére a oublier qu'il n’est pas seul & veiller & ses 
besoins de tous les jours, mais que Dieu y veille tout autant que 
jui, ou plutot d’une fagon beaucoup plus efficace et plus prévo- 
yante. Le discours est donc adressé a la fois a ceux qui se rép- 
occuperaient exclusivement de leurs devoirs matériels, et & ceux 
qui le feraient avec un certain manque de confiance dans le gou- 
vernement providentiel du monde, aux gens de petite foi. Le 
souct est done ici autre chose que le soin légitime qu’on aurait 
pour les siens ou pour soi-méme: c’est ce qui entrave la liberté 
de l’esprit et trouble sa sérénité, ce qui nait de l’absence ou de la 
faiblesse de la foi en Dieu. 


Every one of the five rules has been rejected or misin- 
terpreted singly, and so it is only natural to reject the 
deduction. What is remarkable is that the deduction is 
rejected and considered paradoxical, not on the basis of 
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the falseness of the deduction itself, but because it does 
not fit in with the existing order of things, just as it did 
not fit in at the time when it was preached. More than 
that: the deduction is taken to be false, not because noth- 
ing fits into its definition (many mendicant Christians 
fully fit in with the definition), but because we with our 
circle of men, whom we call the church, do not fit with 
‘t. But there it says that not many, only a little flock, 
enter by the narrow way. No, we will not recognize the 


deduction and be a little flock. 


13. ElcéNOere dia Tis 
oTevns TUS. OTL Wra- 
Tela  WUAN, Kal eEvpv- 
Xwpos 7 650s 7) ardyouca 
els Thy dmr@deav, Kal 
moNdol elo ol eloepxo- 
bevoe OL avrfjs: 

14."Ore orev  ddn, 
kal reOAyuucvn 7 600s 7 
amdyouoa els THY Swipy, 
kal dArlyou eloty of evpi- 
TKovTEs aUTHY. 

82. Mh dood, 7rd ma- 
Kpov moluvov: Ore evddKn- 
cev 6 TaTHp Vuav dodvac 
vuty THY Bacirelav. 


THE NARROW WAY 


Matt. vii. 13. Enter ye 
in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which 
go in thereat: 


14, Because . strait is 
the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there 
be that find it. 


Luke xii. 32. Fear not, 
little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure 
to give youthe kingdom. 


13. Enter by the nar- 
row entrance, for an 
even entrance and a 
broad way lead to de- 
struction, and many 
enter that way. 


14. And a narrow en- 
trance and a narrow way 
lead into life, and not 
many find it. 


32. Fear not, little 
flock, for the Father has 
wished to teach us his 
will, 


PARABLE OF THE HOUSE BUILT UPON A ROCK 


22. IloAXo épotal por 
év éxelvyn TH Huépa, Kv- 
pte, Kupie, 08 TO o@ dvb- 
MaTL mpoepnrevioapev, 
Kal TO ow dvduate da- 
povia, eeBddopuev, kal T@ 
o@ dvbuare duvdmers Trod- 
Ads errounoaper ; 

23. Kal rére duodo- 
yhow avrois, “Ort ovdé- 
more Cy yw Was: aToXw- 
peire dm éuod oi épyaf- 
“evar THY avoular. 


Matt. vii. 22. Many 
will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done 
many wonderful works ?« 


23. And then will I 
profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work 
iniquity. 


22. Many will tell me 
on that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not taught and 
driven out the evil for 
thy sake ? and have we 
not established the 
power for thy sake ? 


23. And then will [ tell 
them, I never knew you: 
go away from me, you 
that have committed 
lawlessness. 
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24. Ilds ofv dor«s 
akover gov Tovs Néyous 
TovTous, Kal mrotec avTovs, 
vmowwow avTov avdpi 
ppovlum, satis wKodd- 
noe THY olklay avrov 
éml Thy wéTpay’ 

25. Kal xaréBn 7 
Bpoxnh Kal #Oov ot mo- 
Tauol Kal émvevoay ol 
dvewor, Kat mpooérecov 
TH olkla éxelyn, kal ovK 
érece’ TeHeueNiwTo yap 
éml Thy wérpav. 

26. Kat was 6 dxovwy 
yuov Tovs hOyous TovTOUS, 
kal fn tTowwy avrovs, 
OuowwOnceTar avdpl pw- 
pw, doris WKoddunoe Thy 
olklav atrov émt Thy 
Gov 

27. Kat xaréBn 77 
Bpoxn Kal AOov oi mo- 
Tauol Kal e€mvevoav oi 
dveuor, Kal mpooéxovay 
7TH olkla éxelvn, Kal 
érece’ kal Hv 7) 4TBows 
auTns meyann. 

28. Kal éyévero 8re 
ouverédecev 6 ‘Inaots 
Tovs Néyous TovTous, é&e- 
mdnooovTo of dxdou ert 
TH Ovdax} adbrod- 

29. “Hy yap diddoxwy 
avrovs ws éLovclav éxwy, 
kal odx ws ol ypauparets. 


24. Therefore whoso- 
ever heareth these say- 
ings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a 
rock: 


25. And the rain de- 
scended, and the floods 
came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon 
a rock. 


26. And every one that 
heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened un- 
to a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the 
sand: 


27. And the rain de- 
scended, and the floods 
came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it: 


28. And it came to pass, 
when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, the peo- 
ple were astonished at 
his doctrine: 


29. For he taught them 
as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes. 
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24. Therefore whoso- 
ever hears these words 
and fultils them is like 
a wise man who built 
his house upon a rock. 


25. And the rain came 
down, and the brooks 
began to flow, and the 
winds blew, and pressed 
against the house, and 
it did not fall: for it 
was founded on a rock. 


26. And every one that 
understands these words 
and does not do what I 
tell him is like a foolish 
man who built his house 
upon the sand, 


27. And the rain came, 
and the brooks began to 
flow, and the wind blew 
and struck the house, 
and it fell, and there was 
a great noise; 


28. And it happened 
that when Jesus finished 
his discourse, the people 
were delighted with his 
teaching: 


29. For he taught them 
as a free man, and not 
as the scribes taught. 


THE CHOOSING OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES 


12. "Eyévero 5é ev 
Tats ‘uépats Ttavrais, 


ef Oev eis Td Spos mpoc- 
evéat0a: Kal fv dia- 
vuKTepetwy év TH mpoo- 
€UX7} TOO O€od. 

13. Kat ére éeyévero 
Nu€pa, Tporepaynce Tos 


Luke vi. 12. And it 
came to pass in those 
days, that he went out 
into a mountain to pray, 
and continued all night 
in prayer to God. 


13. And when it was 
day, he called unto him 
his disciples: and of 


12, At that time Jesus 
went ipto the mountains 
to pray, and he prayed 
all night to God. 


13. And when it was 
day, he called his disci- 
ples, and chose of them 
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4a0nras abrov: Kal éxde- 
» ’ an 

Sdmevos adr avtav dw- 
deka, os kal dtrooré\ous 


»svbuace, 

14. Sinwva dy cal 
wvouace Ilérpov, Kat 
‘Avdpéay Tov ddeApoy 
atro0, “TdkwBov kal 
*“Twdvyny, Pidurmov Kat 
oh a va 

5. Maréaiov kal 


Owpar, IdxwBov rov rod 
“Arpalov cat Dluwva rov 
kadovmevoy Znrwr hv, 
16. “Iovdav ’laxéBou, 
kal “Tovdav “Ioxapidrny, 
ds kal éyévero mpoddrns: 
17. Kal caraBas per’ 
atr&v, orn él rérov 
med.vod, Kal dxdos uabn- 
T&v avTov, Kal mdHOos 
TON TOU Kaov ard Tae7ns 
THs ‘Iovdatas Kal ‘Tepov- 
oadnu, Kal THs Tapadlou 
Tvpov Kal Ziddvos, ot 
HAGov akovoar avrov. 


them he chose twelve, 
whom also he named 
apostles: 


14. Simon, (whom he 
also nained Peter,) and 
Andrew his brother, 
James and John, Philip 
and Bartholomew, 


15. Matthew and Thom- 
as, James the son of 


Alpheus, and Simon 
called Zelotes, 
16. And Judas the 


brother of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, which 
also was the traitor. 

17. And he came down 
with them, and stood in 
the plain, and the com- 
pany of his disciples, 
and a great multitude 
of people out of all 
Judea and Jerusalem, 
and from the sea coast 
of Tyre and Sidon, which 
came to hear him. 
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twelve and ealled them 
his messengers : 


14. Simon (whom he 
had named a Rock), and 
Andrew his brother, and 
James, and John, Philip 
and Bartholomew, 


15. Matthew and Thom- 


as, James the son of 
Alpheus, and Simon 
called Zelotes, 

16. And Judas the 


brother of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, the one 
who became the traitor. 

17. And he came down 
with them, and stopped 
in the plain; and his 
disciples and a great 
multitude from Judea 
and from Jerusalem, 
and from the sea coast 
of Tyre and Sidon. They 
all came to hear him. 


(aw) dvvayis means power. If we are not going to give 


to this passage a mystical significance, that is, to destroy 
its meaning, we shall get that men who profess the civil 
and church laws will say, We have established all that 
and the governmental powers for the good and to the 
glory of God, — precisely what they say. 


THE LAW 


John announced the coming of God into the world. 
He said that men must be purified in the spirit in 
order that they may know the kingdom of God. 

Jesus, who did not know his carnal father and who 
recognized God as his Father, heard John’s sermon 
and asked himself what this God was, how he came 
into the world, and where he was. And, departing into 
the wilderness, Jesus learned that the life of man was 
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in the spirit, and having convinced himself of this, that 
man always lives through God, that God is always in 
men, and that the kingdom of God has always been 
and is always, and that men need only recognize that, 
Jesus left the wilderness and began to prophesy to 
men that God has always been and is always in the 
world, and that to know him we need be purified or 
regenerated in the spirit. 

‘He announced that God wants no prayers, Aaeufieedh 
or temples, but that what he wants is serving him 
in the spirit, doing good; he announced that the king- 
dom of God must not be understood in this way, that 
God will come at some particular time and in some 
particular place, but that in the whole world and at 
all times all men, having purified themselves in the 
spirit, may live in the power of God. He announced 
that the kingdom of God does not come in a visible 
manner, but that it is within men. To be a participant 
in the kingdom one must be purified in the spirit, that 
is, exalt the spirit within oneself, and serve it. He who 
exalts his spirit enters the kingdom of God and receives 
non-temporal life. The possibility of exalting the spirit 
and becoming a participant in the kingdom of God les in 
every man, and ever since John announced the kingdom 
of God, the Jewish law has become unnecessary. Every 
man who understands the kingdom of God, by his own 
efforts, having exalted the spirit in himself and working 
for God, enters into the power of God. 

To work for God and live in the kingdom, that is, 
to submit to him and fulfil his will, it is necessary to 
know the law of this kmgdom. And so Jesus announces 
wherein the exaltation of the spirit and the work for God 
must consist, what is the law of the kingdom of God. 

Jesus prays all night long, and choosing twelve men. 
who understand him completely, goes out to the people 
with them, and tells them what the exaltation of the 
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spirit and the service of God consists in, what the law of 
the kingdom of God is. 

The law of God’s power consists above all in this, that 
the whole man should give himself over into the power of 
God, and Jesus, casting a glance at the people and point- 
ing to the disciples, says: 

Happy are you, vagrants, you are in the power of God. 
You are happy. What of it if you are hungry now? 
After you have been hungry, you will eat. You are 
happy. Even though you are mourning and weeping 
now, you will have your consolation later. You are 
happy. Let men esteem you little and drive you away 
from everywhere. Be glad of it, for thus did they drive 
all those men who announced the will of God. 

But unfortunate are you, rich men, for you have 
received everything which you have wished for, and 
shall receive nothing more. If you are filled now, you 
will be hungry. If you are merry now, you shall be sad. 
Unfortunate you are, if all praise you, for all men praise 
only liars. 

Happy are you, vagrants, for you are in the power 
of God; you are happy only when you are vagrants not 
only in appearance, but with your soul; just as the salt 
is good only when it is salt not merely in appearance, 
but is salty in itself. You know yourselves that true 
happiness lies in being a vagrant. But if you are 
vagrants only in appearance, you are like unsalted salt, 
and are good for nothing. If you understand this, then 
show by your deeds that you want to be vagrants, and be 
not like others. 

If you are the light of men, show your light, and do 
not hide it, so that men may see indeed that you know 
the truth, and, looking at your deeds, may understand 
that you are the children of the Father your God. 

Do not think that being a vagrant means being law- 
less. I do not teach in order to loosen your hands from 
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the divine law; on the contrary, I teach you to ful- 
fil the divine law. As long as there are men under 
heaven, the law as to what may be done, and what . 
not, exists for men. There will be no law when men 
will naturally do everything according to the law. 
Here I give you some rules for the fulfilment of the 
law. 

If a man shall not fulfil a single one of them and 
shall teach you that it may be left unfulfilled, he will 
be farthest away from God; but he who fulfils them all 
and teaches you to do so will be nearest to God. For, 
if in the fulfilment of the law by you there will not 
be more truth than in the fulfilment of the law of the 
Pharisees and the scribes, you will not umte with God. 

Here are the rules: 

First rule: The justice of the scribes and the Pharisees 
consists in this, that if a man kills another, he must be 
tried and sentenced to punishment. 

But my rule is that it is as bad to grow angry with 
your brother as it is to kill. I forbid anger against a 
brother with the same threat with which the Pharisees 
and scribes forbid murder. Still more severely and with 
a greater threat do I forbid you cursing a brother, and 
still more severely and with a still greater threat do I 
forbid your insulting a brother. 

I forbid this, because you consider it necessary to go to 
the temple, to offer sacrifices, and you go and offer sacri- 
fices and regard the sacrifices as important; still more 
important are peace, concord, and love among yourselves 
for the sake of God, and you cannot pray or think of God 
if there is even one man with whom you are not at peace. 

Second rule: 

The’ Pharisees and scribes say, If thou comuittest 
adultery, thou and the woman are to be killed together, 
and if thou wantest to commit adultery, give thy wife 
a writ of divorcement. 
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But I say, If thou leavest thy wife, thou art not only 
a debauchee, thou also causest her to commit debauchery, 
and him also who takes her up. If thou livest with thy 
wife and takest it into thy head to fall in love with 
another woman, thou art already an adulterer, and art 
worthy of having that done to thee which is done with 
an adulterer. And I forbid this with the same threat 
with which the Pharisees and scribes forbid committing 
fornication with another woman, because every debauchery 
causes the soul to perish, and it is better for thee to 
renounce carnal pleasure than to cause the ruin of thy 
life. 

And so the second rule is: Satisfy thy lust with thy 
wife and do not think that love of woman is good. 

The third rule is this: 

The Pharisees and scribes say, Do not pronounce in vain 
the name of the Lord thy God, for God will not let go 
unpunished the man who uses his name in vain, that 
is, Do not invoke God in a lie, and again, Do not swear 
in my name in a lie, and do not dishonour the name of 
thy God. I am the Lord (your God), that is, do not swear 
by me in untruth, so as to defile your God. 

But I say that every oath is a defilement of God, and 
so do not swear at all. Thou canst not promise anything, 
for thou art entirely in the power of God. Thou canst 
not make a single gray hair black, how then canst thou 
swear in advance that thou wilt do so and so, and how 
canst thou swear by God? Every oath of thine is a defile- 
ment of God, for if thou hast to carry out an oath which 
is contrary to the will of God, it will turn out that thou 
hast promised to act against his will, and so every oath 
is an evil. Besides, an oath is foolish and meaningless. 

So here is the third rule: Never. swear to any one 
about anything. Say, Yes, when it is, Yes, and, No, 
when it is, No, and know that if thou art required to 
swear, it is evil. 
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Fourth rule: 

You have heard that it has been said of old time, An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. The Pharisees 
and scribes teach you to do everything which is written 
in the old books as to how you are to punish for all kinds 
of crimes. It says there that he who destroys life must 
give his life, an eye fcr an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand 
for a hand, an ox for an ox, a slave for a slave, and so 
forth. 

But I tell you, Do not struggle against evil with evil, 
and not only do not demand an ox for an ox, a slave for 
a slave, life for life, but do not even resist evil. If a man 
wants to get thy ox by a lawsuit, give him two; if a 
man wants to get thy coat away, give him also thy cloak ; 
if a man knocks a tooth out of one jaw, offer him also the 
other jaw. If they compel thee to do a certain amount 
of work, work twice as much. If they take thy property 
from thee, give it to them, If they do not return thy 
money to thee, do not ask for it, and so, do not judge 
and do not litigate, and do not punish, and you will not 
be judged and punished. Forgive everybody and you 
will be forgiven, for if you are going to judge men, 
they will judge you. Besides, you must not judge, 
because all of us men are blind and do not see the truth. 
How can I with dust-filled eyes see the dust in my 
brother’s eye? First I must clean my own eyes, and 
whose eyes are clean? If we judge, we are ourselves 
blind. If we are going to judge others and punish them, 
we are like the blind guiding the blind. 

Besides, says Jesus, What do we teach? We punish 
by force, with wounds, maiming, and death, that is, with 
malice, precisely what is forbidden in the commandment, 
Thou shalt not kill) And what comes of it? We want 
to teach men, and we corrupt them. What else can there 
be but that the pupil will learn from the teacher and be 
exactly like him? What will he do after he has learned 
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everything? The same that the teacher does: he will 
commit violence, and will kill. 

And do not think that you will find justice in the 
courts. To turn the love of justice over to the courts 
is the same as throwing precious pearls before the swine, 
for they will tread them underfoot and will break them. 

And so the fourth rule is: No matter how much they 
may offend thee, do not put out the evil by evil, do not 
sit in judgment or go to court, do not punish, and do 
not complain. 

Fifth rule: 

The Pharisees and scribes say, Make no war on thy 
brother in thy heart; arraign thy neighbour, and thou 
wilt not bear his sins; kill all the men, and take all the 
wives and the cattle from thy enemy, that is, Respect 
thy countrymen and have no regard for strangers. 

But I tell you, Do good not only to thy countrymen, 
but also to strangers. Let strangers esteem you little, 
let them attack and offend you, respect them, and do 
them good. Only then will you be true children of 
your Father. To him all are alike. If you are good 
to your countrymen alone, you are doing what all nations 
are doing, and that leads to wars. But be the same to 
all nations, and you will be the children of God. All 
men are his children, consequently all are your brothers. 

And so the fifth rule is: Observe toward foreign 
nations what I have told you to observe among your- 
selves. There are no hostile nations, no different king- 
doms and kings. All are brothers, all are children of 
the same Father. Make no distinction among people 
according to nations and kingdoms. 

So: (1) Do not be angry; (2) do not amuse yourself 
with the lust of fornication; (3) do not swear to any one 
about anything; (4) do not sit in judgment and do not 
litigate; and (5) make no distinction between the different 
nations ; know no kings and no kingdoms. 
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And here is another instruction, which includes al] 
these rules: Everything which you wish that men should 
do to you, do you to them. When you will execute this, 
it is clear that your life will be changed. You will have 
no property, and that is not necessary. Do not build up 
your life upon earth, but build it in God. The life cn 
earth will perish, and the life in God will not perish. 
And do not think of the life upon earth, for if you will 
think of it, you will not be able to think of the life in 
God. Where the soul is, there is the heart also. 

And if there is no light in your eyes, you are all in 
darkness. So if you wish and look for the darkness, you 
-will enter the darkness. It is impossible to look with 
one eye upon heaven and with the other upon earth; it 
is impossible to repose your heart in an earthly life and 
to think of God. You will work either for the earthly 
life, or for God. And so: Beware of every selfishness. 
Man’s life is not from what he has, but from God, so that 
if a man should take the whole world, there would be no 
profit to his soul from it. And foolishly will act the man 
who will cause his life to perish in order to obtain as 
many possessions as possible. 

Consequently, do not trouble yourselves as to what you 
are going to eat and drink, and how you are going to 
clothe yourselves. Life is more important than food and 
raiment, and God has given it to you. 

Look at God’s creatures, at the birds. They do not 
sow, nor reap, nor collect the grain, but God feeds them. 
And is not man as much as the birds before God? If 
God has given life to man, he will be able to feed him 
also. And you know yourselves that no matter how 
much you trouble yourselves, you are not able to do 
anything for yourselves. You cannot lengthen your life 
for one little hour. (The thought is beyond the moun- 
tains, but death is behind the shoulders.) 

And do not trouble yourselves so much about your 
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raiment. The flowers of the field do not work, nor spin, 
and yet they are adorned as Solomon never adorned him- 
self. If God has so adorned the grass, which grows to- 
day and to-morrow will be mowed down, will he not 
clothe you ? 

Do not have any care and trouble yourselves; do not 
say that you must think of what you are going to eat and 
what you will wear. All men need that, and God knows 
the need of every one. 

Even so do not trouble yourselves as to what will be, 
as to the future. Live for the present day. Take heed 
that you are in the will of God. JDesire only the one 
thing which is important, and the rest will come to you 
itself. Try only to be in the will of God, and you will 
be in it. He who knocks, to him it will be opened ; who 
asks, to him it will be given. If you will ask for what 
is present, what you need, it will be given to you. 

Is there a father who would give his son a stone instead 
of bread, or a snake instead of a fish? How, then, will 
your Father refuse to give you what you really need, if 
you ask him for it? But what you really need is the 
life of the spirit, so ask for that alone. 

To pray does not mean to do what the hypocrites are 
doing in the churches, or in the sight of men. They do 
so for men, and from them they receive their praise, and 
not from God. But if thou wishest to enter into the will 
of thy Father, go there where no one can see thee and 
pray to thy Father the spirit, and the Father will see 
what there is in thy soul, and will give thee the true 
spirit. And do not uselessly wag thy tongue, as the 
hypocrites do. Thy father knows what thou needest, 
before thou openest thy mouth. 

This is the way you ought to pray: Our Father! Let 
me be in thy kingdom, that is, let thy will be in me. 
Give me such food as I need. And forgive me my faults, 
as I forgive them in others. 
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If you ask God for the spirit, find no fault with men, 
and God will forgive you your faults. And if you do not 
forgive men, God will not forgive you. 

Do nothing to be praised by men. If you do so for 
men, you will receive your reward from men. 

So if thou art compassionate toward men, do not sound 
thy trumpet about it before men, for the hypocrites do so, 
that men may praise them. They receive what they 
wish. But thou, if thou art compassionate to men, do 
good in such a way that no one may see it. And thy 
Father will see it, and will give thee what thou needest. 

And if thou sufferest oppression for the sake of God, 
do not weep and complain before men, as the hypocrites 
do, that men may see and praise them, for they receive 
what they want. But do differently: if thou sufferest 
for the sake of God, go about with a happy face, that men 
may not see, but thy Father will see, and will give thee 
what thou needest. 

Such is the entrance into the kingdom of God. There 
is but one entrance to the will of God, and it is narrow. 
There is always but one entrance, and all around is a 
large and broad field, and if you walk over it you will 
not come to the haven. Only a narrow path leads into 
life, and only a few walk over it. 

Do not lose your courage, though a little flock you be. 
You will enter into it, because the Father will teach you 
his will. 


CHAPTER V. 


THE FULFILMENT OF THE LAW GIVES THE TRUE LIFE. 
THE NEW TEACHING ABOUT GOD 


THE prophets promised the coming of God into the 
world. After the prophets John announced that God 
was already in the world, and that in order to know 
him it was only necessary to be reborn in the spirit. 
Where is God? And going into the wilderness, Jesus 
learned that there was a life of the flesh, which was 
incomprehensible to him, and at the same time a mani- 
festation of God, which was comprehensible to him 
(Chap. I.). 

Having comprehended that, Jesus went away from the 
wilderness and announced that God was in the world, 
among men, but not the God imagined by the men of the 
world, but the God who is expressed by the life of men, 
God the spirit (Chap. IL). 

The spirit of God is in every man. Every man, besides 
his carnal origin, besides his dependence on the flesh, 
knows in his freedom another origin and dependence on 
the spirit. This consciousness is God in the world. 
God, the beginning of everything, gave men this con- 
sciousness of himself and no longer takes part in the 
affairs of the world. Men may find God in themselves. 
He is in their soul. And so the coming of God depends 
on the will of men, on their making an effort to fulfil the 
will of the carnal life, or of the will of the spirit of God 


(Chap. IIL). 
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The will of the spirit of God is good. And for the 
fulfilment of this good there is the law. This law con- 
sists of five rules: not to be angry, not to commit adul- 
tery, not to promise anything, not to struggle against 
evil, not to wage war (Chap. IV.). 

From these rules follows the renunciation of wealth, of 
all property, of all honours, of violence against other men, 
——the renunciation of everything which has formed the 


aim of all carnal desires. 


Mendicancy and vagrancy 1s 


the only path for obtaining the true life. 


Tdav dé rovs 
bxdous, éeordayxvicGn 
wept avt@y, 8Tt jhoav 
éxNedumévor Kal éppuupé- 
vo. woe mpbBata wn 
éxovra mowméva. 

28. Aetre mpds pe, 
mavres of Komi@vres Kal 
TEVOPT LO LEVOL, Kayo 
dvatratow vuas, 


29. "Apare Tov fuyby 
pov ép buds, kal udbere 
dm éuod, Ore mpads ele 
kal Tamewos TH Kapdla: 
kal etphrere dvdmavow 
rais Puxais bude. 

30. ‘O yap fuyds pou 
xpnords, Kal TO Poprlov 
wou éhagpoy éoruv. 


36. 


Matt. ix. 36. But when 
he saw the multitudes, 
he was moved with com- 
passion on them, be- 
cause they fainted, and 
were scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no 
shepherd. 

Matt. xi, 28, Come un- 
to me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and 
1 will give you rest. 


29. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; 
for [am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your 
souls. 


30, For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is 
light. 


36. Jesus was sorry for 
the people, because they 
did not understand what 
the true life consisted 
in, and were tormented 
without knowing why, 
like sheep without a 
shepherd. 

28. And he said, Give 
yourselves to me, all 
you who are in labour, 
who are laden above 
your strength, and I will 
give you rest. 

29. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; 
for Lam meek and lowly 
in heart, and you will 
find rest in life. 


30. For my yoke is 
easy, and my wagon is 
light. 


Men put on a yoke which is not made for them and 


hitch themselves to a wagon which is not according to 
their strength. Men live for the carnal life and want 
to find calm and rest. Only in spiritual life is there 
rest and joy. Only this yoke is made according to the 
strength of men, and it is this that Jesus teaches. Try 
it, and see how easy and light it is. 

John viii. He who wants to know whether I am 
speaking the truth, let him do what I say. 
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JESUS CHOOSES THE DISCIPLES AND DISCOURSES TO THEM 


1. Mera 6€ rTaidra 
avédetev 0 Kvpios kal 
ETEPOUS EfSOOMNKOVTA, Kal 
améstTeinev avTtovs ava 
dv0 1700 TpoTwnov avTov, 
els Tagay TOL Kal TOvoP 
ot Eued\ev abros epxe- 
oOat. 

2. "Edeyev ody mpods 
avrovs, “O pev Oepiopos 
moNvs, oi 0€ Eepyatar orl- 
you denOnre obv Tov Ku- 
piov Tov Oepicmod, dws 
é€xBadrn épyaras els Tov 
depirpyov atrod. 

7. Wlopevduevoe 5€ xn- 
pvacere, éyorres, “Ore 
Hyyixev 7) Baoiela Tov 
ovpavar. 

8. Kal mapiyyerev 
avrots, iva undév aipwouv 
els 660v, ef wh paBdov 
pbvovy ph mhpav, wn ap- 
Tov, pn els THY Fwvny 
xankov: 

9. "ANN vmodedeué- 
vous cavdddia: Kal wn 
évdvoacbar S00 xT Gvas. 

10. "Agwos yap 6 épya- 
THS THS Tpophs avroov 
éoTU. 

10. “Orov édy elo éd- 
Onre eis oiklav, exe’ mé- 
vere &ws dy €&€OnTE 
éxecdev. 

12. Eloepxduevor de 
eis Thy olklav, domdca- 
abe abryHv. “a 

18. Kal dav pev 9 4 
oixkia déla, éOérw 7 
elpjun buav ér abriy 
éav 0¢ uh n aéla, 7 elpnyn 
buGy mpos buds érioTpa- 


PIT. 
11. Kal dc00 av pH 
déEwyrar wuas, pnde 


Luke x. 1, After these 
things the Lord ap- 
pointed other seventy 


also, and sent them two 
and two before his face 
into every city and 
place, whither he him- 
self would come, 


2. Therefore said he 
unto them, The harvest 
truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray 
ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he 
would send forth  la- 
bourers into his harvest. 


Matt.x. 7. And as ye 
go, preach, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.@ 


Mark vi. 8. And com- 
manded them that they 
should take nothing for 
their journey, save a 
staff only; no serip, no 
bread, no money in their 
purse: 


9. But be shod with 
sandals; and not put on 
two coats. 


Matt. x. 10. For the 
workman is worthy? of 
his meat. 


Mark vi. 10. In what 
place soever ye enter in- 
to a house, there abide 
till ye depart from that 
place.¢ 

12, And when ye 
come into a house, salute 
it. 


13. And if the house 
be worthy,¢ let your 
peace come upon it: but 
if it be not worthy, let 
your peace return to 
you. 


Mark vi. 11. And who- 
soever shall not receive 
you, nor hear you, when 


1. After that Jesus ap- 
pointed other seventy 
men, and sent them two 
and two in his place into 
every city and _ place, 
rae he himself had to 

ec. 


2, And hesaid to them, 
The field is great, but the 
labourers are few. The 
master must send the la 
bourers into the field. 


7. Go and proclaim, 
saying, The kingdom of 
God has come. 


8. And commanded 
them that they should 
take nothing on their 
journey, save a staff; 
no scrip, no bread, no 
money in their purse. 


9. And put on bast- 
shoes and one coat, 


10. For he who works 
is worthy of his coat. 


10. And whatever 
house you enter, stay 
there till you leave that 
place. 


12. When you enter a 
house, greet the host, 
saying, Peace be to your 
house. 

13. If the hosts agree, 
peace will be in that 
house, and if they do 
not agree, your peace 
will remain with you. 


11. And if they do not 
receive you, nor listen 
to you, go away from 
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orepal. 
9. Brérere 5é duels 
éauTovs. mapadwcovar 


yap vuas els ovvddpia, 
kal els cuvaywyas dapi- 
cece, kal éml Hyeudvwy 
kal Bacirtéwv or abjoer Oe 
&vexev €uov, els wapTvpiov 
avrois* 

19. “Orav 6€ mapad.- 
Odow vuds, wh) peptuvn- 
ante was Tl NaAHoNTE 
OoOjoerar yap vty év 
éxelvy TH Opa TL NadA}- 
oeTe’ 

20. Od yap bets Erre 
of Nadovvres, AANA TO 
ILvetpa Tod rarpds buady 
TO Nadoby ev buty. 

23. Ob uh TedéonTE 
Tas modes TOO 'Iopahnr, 
ws ay €dOn 6 vids Tod 
avOpwrov. 

26. Mi obv poBnOfre 
avrovs: 

22. Od ydp éort rt 
KputTov. 6 édv uh pave- 
pwbn obde éyévero amé- 
Kpupov, adn iva els pa- 
vepov €dOy. 


ye depart thence, shake 
off the dust under your 
feet for a testimony 
against them.e 


Matt. x. 22. And ye 
shall be hated of all men 
for my name’s sake: but 
he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved. 


23. But when they per- 
secute you in this city, 
flee ye into another. 


16. Behold, I send you 
forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as ser- 
pents, and harmless/ as 
doves. 


Mark citi. 9. But take 
heed to yourselves: for 
they shall deliver you up 
to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be 
beaten: and ye shall be 
brought before rulers 
and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against 
them. 


Matt. x. 19. But when 
they deliver you up, take 
no thought how or what 
ye shall speak: for it 
shall be given you in 
that same hour what ye 
shall speak. ; 


20. For itis not ye that 
speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which 
speaketh in you. 


23. Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of 
Israel, till the Son of 
man be come. 


26. Fear them not 
therefore: 


Mark iv. 22. Forthere 
is nothing hid, which 
shall not be manifested ; 
neither was any thing 
kept secret, but that it 
should come abroad. 
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there, shake off the dust 
under your feet asa sign 
that you do not want 
anything from them. 


22. And they will hate 
you for my teaching, 
but he who will be firm 
to the end will be safe. 


23, And if they attack 
you in one city, flee to 
another. 


16. And so I send you 
like sheep into the midst 
of wolves: be therefore 
as wise as serpents, and 
simple as doves. 


9. But take heed: for 
they will deliver you to 
the courts; and they 
will flog you in the as- 
semblies, and will bring 
you to the rulers and 
kings for my sake, to 
show before them. 


19. But when they de- 
liver you to the courts, 
take no thought how 
and what vou will speak ; 
for you will be taught at 
that hour what you shall 
speak. 


20. Not you yourselves 
will speak, but the spirit 
of the Father will speak 
in you. 


23. You will not have 
gone over the cities of 
Judea, when the son of 
man will appear. 


26. Therefore do not 
fear them, 


22. For in the soul 
is hid what will be 
manifested; everything 
which is kept, is kept in 
order that it may become 
manifest in the world. 
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3. "Av6’ Sv doa ev TH 
oxoria elwate, é€v TO 
pwtl akovabjoerat Kal 
6 mpos TO ots EXaAjoaTE 
év Tots Tapelois, KNpYXOH- 
cerat éri TO Owudtwr. 


4. Adéyw 6é duty rots 
plras nov, Mh PoBnOAre 
amd Tv dmroxtevovTwy 
TO oOma, Kal weTa TADTA 
Lh éxovT wy mepiradrepdy 
TL TWOLHT aL. 

5. ‘TrodelEw dé duty 
Tiva poBndAre: po37- 
Onre Tov weTa TO atrO- 
Kretvar eEouclay éxovra 
éuBarecy eis Thy yéevvav 
val, Aéyw vulv, Tovrov 
PoBnOnre. 

6. Ovxl mévre orpov- 
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dvo; kal év €& adray ovK 
Zoey éridednos mévoy évw- 
Tov TOU Qeod: 

7. "AAG Kal ai Tpl- 
xes THS Keharfjs tbudv 
Tacat nplOunvrar. pn 
abv poBeicbe: modGv 
oTpovllwy diapépere. 
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Opwrov duoroyyice év 
avt@ tumpoobev Tay ay- 
yédwy Tov Qeod- 

B34. Mn voulonre bre 
HrOov Barecv elphrynv ért 
THY YHhv: ovK HAOov Ba- 
Nety elphvnv, ada ma- 
Xarpav. 

49. Ildp #AOov Barety 
els THY yy, Kal TL Oéhw 
el Hdn avipen ; 

50. Bdrriopya 5 éxw 
BarricOfjvar, Kal mwas 
ouvéxouwat ws ob TEXe- 
gO7 5 


Lukexii. 3. Therefore, 
whatsoever ye have 
spoken in darkness shall 
be heard in the light; 
and that which ye have 
spoken in the ear in 
closets shall be pro- 
claimed upon the house- 
tops. 

4. And I say unto you 
my friends, Be not 
afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that 
have no more that they 
can do. 


5. But [I will forewarn 
you whom ye shall fear: 
Fear him, which after 
he hath killed hath 
power to cast into hell; 
yea, I say unto you, Fear 
him. 


6. Are not five spar- 
rows sold for two far- 
things, and not one of 
them is forgotten before 
God? 


7. But even the very 
hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not 
therefore; ye are of more 
value than many spar- 
rows. 


8. Also I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall confess 
me before men, him 
shall the Son of man 
also confess before the 
angels of God: 


Matt. x. 34. Think not 
that I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a 
sword.i 


Luke wit. 49. I am 
come to send fire on the 
earth; and what will I, 
if it be already kindled? 

50. But I have a bap- 
tism to be baptized with; 
and how am J straitened 
till it ke accomplished! 
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3. And everything 
which you have spoken 
in secret will be heard 
in the light; what you 
have spoken in the ear 
in closets will be pro- 
claimed from the house- 
tops. 


4. I tell you, my 
friends, Be not afraid 
of those who kill the 
body, and beyond that 
can do nothing to you. 


5. I will show you 
whom you shall fear. 
Fear him who kills and 
destroys the soul. Verily 
I tell you, Fear him. 


6. Are not five spar- 
rows sold for a cent? 
and they are not forgot- 
ten by God, and not one 
will «lie without your 
Father. 


7. Even the hairs of 
your head are all num- 
bered. Therefore be not 
afraid: you are of more 
value than sparrows. 


8. IT tell you, Whoever 
will be with me before 
men, with him the son 
of man will be before 
the powers of God. 


34. Do not think that T 
have brought peace up- 
on earth: 1 have not 
brought peace, but dis- 
cord. 


49. [have come to send 
fire on earth; how anx- 
ious Iam that it should 
burn up! 

50. There is a regenera- 
tion through which I 
must pass, and I lan- 
guish till it be accom- 
plished, 
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9. ‘O 62 dprynoduevds 
pe évairrioy Tv avOpa- 
Twv amapynOnoer ar €voy- 
mov Tov ayyédkwy TOU 
Ocov. 

51. Aoxetre 671 elpjunv 
mapeyevounv dotvac év 
TH YI; OdXL, Ey Uucy, 
GN # Siapepio por. 

52. "Eoovra yap dard 
Too viv mwévTe év oikw 
évl Srapeuepio uévor, Tpecs 


éml dual, Kat dvo én 
T plot. 
58. ArapepirOjoer ar 


marhp ép viw, Kal vids 
ért marpl unrnp émi 
Ouyatpl, Kal @vydrnp 
ért pnrpl: mevdepa. én 
Thy vwbuony avTas, Kal 
vougon emt Thy mwevOepav 
auras. 


36. Kat éy@pol rod 
dvOparov oi olkiaxol avb- 
TOU. 

21. Tlapaddoa se 
adedpds ddedpdy els Oa- 
varov, Kal warinp TéKvov" 
kal émavacTjoovTat TEK- 
va é€ml yovels, kal Oava- 
TwoovTLW avTous. 

26. EV ris epxerac 
mpos me, Kal od pucel TOV 
marépa éavTod Kal Thy 
pntépa, Kal THY yuvalka 
kal Ta Tékva, Kal Tovs 
ddepovs kal Tas added- 
pas, érc dé kal rhv €avrov 
puxnyv. od dtvaral pou 
padnrns eivar. 

37. ‘O piddv marépa 
h unrépa vrép éue, ovK 
Zoe wou déos: kal 6 di- 
AGv vidyv H Ovyarépa trép 
éue, ovK €oTe pov Aéuos: 

23. "“Edeye dé ampds 
mavras, Hi ris Oédex 
érigw wou édOety, amap- 


9. But he that denieth 
me before men shall be 
denied before the angels 
of God. 


51. Suppose ye that I 
am come to give peace 
on earth? 1 tell you, 
Nay; but rather divi- 
sion iv 

52. For from hence- 
forth there shall be five 
in one house divided 
three against two, an 
two against three. 


53. The father shall be 
divided against the son, 
and the son against 
the father; the mother 
against the daughter, 
and the daughter 
against the mother; the 
mother in law against 
her daughter in law, 
and the daughter in law 
against her mother in 
law. 

Matt. x. 36. And a 
man’s foes shall be they 
of his own household. 


21. And the brother 
shall deliver up the 
brother to death, and 
the father the child: 
and the children shall 
rise up against their 
parents, and cause them 
to be put to death. 

Luke xiv. 26. If any 
man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple. 


Matt. x. 37. He that 
loveth father or mother 
more than me is not 
worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son or 
daughter more than me 
is not worthy of me. 

Luke ix. 23. And he 
said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, 
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9. And whoever will 
deny me before men will 
be denied before the 
powers of God. 


51. Or do you think 
that I teach peace upon 
earth? No, not peace, 
but discord: 


52. For from now on 
five in one house will be 
divided, three from two, 
and two from three. 


53. The father will be 
divided from his son, 
and the son from his 
father; and the mother 
from the daughter, and 
the daughter from the 
mother; and the mother- 
in-law from the daugh- 
ter-in-law, and the 
daughter-in-law from 
the mother-in-law. 


36. And a man’s foes 
will be his own house- 
hold. 


21. And the brother 
will deliver the brother 
up to death, and the 
father the child; and 
the children will rise up 
against their parents, 
and will deliver them up 
to death. 

26. If a man wants to 
be with me, and will not 
esteem little his father, 
and mother, and wife, 


and children, and 
brothers, and_ sisters, 
and his own life, he 


cannot be my disciple. 


37. He who loves his 
father and mother more 
than me does not agree 
with me; and he who 
loves his son or daughter 
more than me does not 
agree with me. 

23. And he said to all, 
If any man wants to be 
my disciple, let him 
deny his desires, and let 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


pnodcOw éavrdv, kal 
dpatw Tov oravpdy av- 
Tod Kab’ juépav, kal 
akoNovbeiTw WoL. 

39. ‘O elpay rhy pu- 
XIv abrov dmrodéca av- 
Thy Kal 6 amoN€oas Thy 


and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. 


Matt. x. 39. He that 
findeth his life shall lose 
it: and he that loseth 
his lite for my sake shall 
find it. 
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him at any hour be ready 
for the gallows, and then 
only will he be my dis- 
ciple. 


39, He who takes care 
of his life will cause his 
life to perish, and he 
who ruins his life for 
my sake will save it. 


puxny avrov evexev euod 
evpyoe: avr ny. 

(a) I exclude the sixth verse from Matthew, which is 
wanting in Luke and which puts into the mouth of Jesus 
a thought which is foreign to his teaching. 

The words heal the sick, etc. (Verse 8) are omitted, as 
external proofs of the truth, which are unnecessary for 
the teaching. 

(b) a&tos means of equal weight, that which will equal- 
ize the scales. Here it means in conformity. In this 
passage the words mean this: a man who works cannot 
help but receive what he needs for his sustenance; and 
so a man who wants and is ready to work is in no need 
of a supply of money and garments. 

(c) Do not seek a place where it is better, but stay 
where you happen to be. 

(d) d&&vos here again means in conformity, but I trans- 
late it by agreeing in this sense, that if the hosts will 
receive you in conformity with your view, that is, if 
they will agree. 

(e) ets paptupioy avrois us a proof to them. <A proof 
of what? To shake off the dust under the feet as one 
comes out of a house one can do only as a proof that 
nothing belonging to the house is to be taken away. 

(f) axépavos means simple, unmixed. 

(7) €@s av €@n cau mean here nothing but to be 
exalted, what Jesus told Nicodemus, and said also in 
other places. Here is understood eés avepov €dOn, as 
in Mark iv. 22, od ydp éori te KpuTrrov, 5 éav fui) pave- 
pobn: obb€ éyévero amcdxpudov, aX iva eis havepov €dOy, 
and elsewhere. In any case, é\@y cannot be rendered, as 
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in many other passages, by to come. The verb to come 
can be used only when somebody comes from somewhere. - 
But here it says neither whence nor whither, and he who 
comes, the son of man, is an abstract principle, to which 
walking is not proper. 

Verse 25 is omitted. The words about Beelzebub refer 
to the passage of the accusations of the Pharisees. The 
verse is wanting in Mark and in Luke. 

(h) The expression to throw into Gehenna was met 
with in the parables. Its meaning is definite there. 
It is not only a carnal death, but a complete destruction, 
to which the tares were subject. 

(7) In Luke we have in this passage Suapepiopov divi- 
sion, and so payaipa has to be translated by discord, in 
which sense it is used in Rom. vil. 365. 

(7) The sentence is without a verb, and so the verb 
must be in the same future in which the whole discourse 
is carried on. By these words a mysterious meaning is 
ascribed to the fact that a man’s household are always his 
foes. This verse has not this meaning; in this sentence 
is expressed what was said before: They will divide and 
be as enemies. 

(k) The words about the cross, which had no meaning 
before the crucifixion of Jesus, have to be omitted. 


Nothing more clearly than this discourse of Jesus 
to his disciples before sending them out to preach, 
which is repeated in all three gospels, defines the actual 
significance of Jesus. If the significance of his preaching 
were only what the church acknowledges it to be, the 
whole discourse would be unintelligible. Why, indeed, 
are the disciples to be beaten and killed, if the preaching 
which they are to carry abroad is only a preaching about 
making peace with the brother, about bodily purity, about 
not sitting in judgment over a neighbour, about forgiving 
the enemies, and about God’s sending his son down upon 
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earth? It is impossible to imagine sufficiently stupid 
-and idle men who would take the trouble for this to 
drive away and beat people. It is impossible to imagine 
the causes which the oppressors could invent in order to 
torment, strike, and kill harmless preachers of good moral 
rules and of the invention about the son of God. Whom 
could they offend ? Those who wanted, listened to them ; 
who did not want, did not listen to them. Why, then, 
were they to be hated? If it had been a good, but para- 
doxical, moral teaching, such as the freethinking histori- 
ans represent it to have been, there would still be no 
cause for persecuting them. If this teaching was about 
God’s having sent his son down on the earth to redeem 
the human race, there were still fewer causes for being 
angry at men, who imagined that and found pleasure in 
it. If it was a rejection of the Jewish law, there was 
still no reason for persecuting them, especially no reason 
for the Gentiles to do so, and then, as now, it was the 
Gentiles who persecuted them. If it had been a political 
doctrine, an opposition to the rich and the mighty, such 
opposition would have been suppressed by the rich and 
the mighty then and there, as such oppositions have been 
suppressed before and since. It was something else. 
Only when we fully understand the teaching, as it is 
expressed in the sermon on the mount and in the whole 
Gospel; if we understand that Jesus forbids. directly 
every kind of murder and even resistance to evil; forbids 
oaths (that apparently unimportant affair which leads to 
most terrible violence); forbids courts, that is, punish- 
ments, every counteraction to violence and rapine, and 
so forbids property, as his first disciples understood it ; 
forbids the aloofness of the nations, the famous love of 
country, — we shall be able to understand those perse- 
cutions to which Jesus and his first and subsequent 
disciples were subjected, and we can understand the 
anticipation of Jesus as to the persecutions, an antici- 
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pation which was evidently shared also by his disciples, 
and we comprehend also the division which was to take 
place. 

Naturally, if one man in the family, having grasped 
the teaching, refuses to make a promise under oath, or to 
be a judge, or to go to court, or to codperate with the 
authorities, or to take part in war, or to collect taxes, or 
to carry out punishments, or neglects wealth, naturally a 
division must arise in the family, if the other members 
have not comprehended the teaching. 

Jesus obviously knew that; he knew that it would be 
so and could not be otherwise ; he knew that his teaching 
was not a teaching, but a spark, which kindled the con- 
sciousness of God in the hearts of men, and that, burning 
up, it could not be put out. It is for this reason that 
Jesus Christ knew that in each house five would be 
divided, and some of them would be against the rest. 
Some would be kindled, and the others would be putting 
out those who were burning up. And he was anxious te 
see the flame as quickly as possible. And the flame was 
kindled and burned later, and burns even now, and will 
always burn, as long as there are men. 

If it were only a moral teaching about conduct in the 
existing order of things, it is evident that the preachers 
would not be in anybody’s way, and it would not be a 
flame which embraces everything, but a candle which 
would light up those who are near to it. 

If it had been only a church teaching about God’s 
having come down into the world to save people, no one 
would have known the teaching, as we do not know the 
beliefs of the Zulus or of the Chuvashes, and nobody would 
have given it any thought. It would not only have gone 
out, but would never have been kindled. 

If it had been a social-revolutionary teaching, it would 
haye burned up and gone out long ago, as such teachings 
burned up and went out in China, in every place where 
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there are men: the poor would have taken the property 
away from the rich and mighty and would themselves 
have become rich and mighty, or the rich and mighty 
would have crushed the poor, and the flame would have 
been extinguished. But the flame did not go out and 
will not go out, because Jesus does not speak of rules 
about how a man may live in society in the best manner 
possible with the existing order of things, nor of the 
manner of praying to God, nor what God is, nor of the re- 
organization of society. He tells the truth about what 
man is, and what his life consists in. And a man who 
comprehends what his life is will live that life. A man 
who understands the meaning of life can no longer see 
any meaning in anything else. When he has come to 
understand what is life and what death, he cannot help 
walking toward the life and running away from death. 
And no matter what may stand on the path toward life, 
-— moral rules, God, beliefs of men, the social order, — 
a man who has come to understand life will walk 
toward it without paying any attention to anything, 
and in his forward movement will include all the phe- 
nomena of life: morality, and divine worship, and the 
social structure. 

Jesus Christ has revealed his teaching not to inform 
men that he was God, not to improve the life of men upon 
earth, not in order to overthrow the authorities, but be- 
cause in his soul, as in the soul of every man who comes 
into the world, he knew, lay the consciousness of God, 
which is life, and to which every evil is opposed. Jesus 
Christ knew and kept repeating that he was saying what 
he was saying, and what was speaking in him was God, 
who is in the soul of every man. And, sending out his 
disciples, Jesus Christ says, Fear nobody; pity nobody, 
and do not worry in advance what you are going to say. 
Live the true life, — it is the comprehension of God, and 
when you will need to speak, have no care, the spirit of 
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God will speak for you. 
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And your words, spoken to a 


few, will be borne everywhere, because they are the truth. 


17. ‘Yréorpepav dé 
of EBSounKovTa meTa Ya- 
pas, Aéyovres, Kupue, cat 
TA Oamovuia VroTdooET al 
qecy ev T@ dvouarl cov. 

18. Kime dé avrots, 


20. IlAny év rovrw 
BN xalpere, OTL Ta mvev- 
bara vuly vrordoceTai: 
xalpere dé uaGddov, Srv 
TH dvouara tuov éypdgon 
év Tots ovpavots: 

21. "Ey airy rH dpa 
AyaddudoaTro Te mvev- 
bare 6’ Ingods, kai eter, 
*E£ouodoyobual oor, rd4- 
Tep, KUpte Tov ovtpavod 
Kal THs vhs, Ore daréxpv- 
Was Tatra ard copdv 
Kal guveT@y, kal amekd- 
upas abra vnrios: val, 
6 waTnp, bru otTws éyé- 
vero evdokla €umpocbev 
ou, 

27. Ildvra pow mape- 
660 bd Tod rarpéds mov: 
kal ovdels émvy.wioKer 
Tov vidy, ef uh 6 Tarp: 
ovd€ Tov warépa Tis émri- 
yuvwoKer, ef uy O vids, kal 
@ éav BoUAnTar 6 vids 
amokanvwa. 


(a) In Verse 17 


same is called ra mvevmara. 


Luke «. 17. And the 
seventy returned again 
with joy, saying, Lord, 
even the devils¢ are sub- 
ject unto us through thy 
name. 


18. And he said unto 
them, 

20. Notwithstanding, 
in this rejoice not, that 
the spirits® are subject 
unto you; but rather 
rejoice, because your 
names are written in 
heaven.¢ 


21. In that hour Jesus 
rejoiced in spirit, and 
said, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth,? that thou 
hast hid these things 
from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes: even 
so, Father,e for so it 
seemed goodf in thy 
sight.g 


Matt. vi, 27, All things 
are delivered unto me 
of my Father: and no 
man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever 
the Son will’ reveal him. 


17, And the seventy 
whom he sent out re- 
turned with joy, and 
said, Sir, the evil is van- 
quished by us through 
thy power. 


And he said to 
them, 

20, But do not rejoice 
that the evil is van- 
quished by you; rather 
rejoice, because you are 
in the kingdom of 
heaven. 


21. Then Jesus rejoiced 
in his spirit, and said, 
I recognize thee, my 
Father, lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou 
hast hid this from the 
wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed it to chil- 
dren. Thou art truly the 
Father! In this has thy 
love been expressed. 


27. Everything has 
been delivered to me by 
my Father, and no man 
recognizes the son, but 
the Father; neither does 
a man know who the 
Father is, but the son, 
and he to whom the son 
will reveal him. 


it says Ta daiyudma; in Verse 20 the 


If the unintelligible Verses 


18 and 19 did not exist, no one would think of translating 
Sauovia and mvevpara by devil, but in the plural, that is, 
souls of men, that: is, the meaning is that evil men, the 
evil itself, is being vanquished by his teaching. 

Verses 18 and 19 are excluded, not because they ex- 
press anything which does not agree with the teaching, 
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but because in the form in which they have reached us 
they are unintelligible. 

(6) What are these spirits, mvevyuata? This word is 
found in the gospels, in the epistles, and in the Acts, and 
always in the same sense, as immaterial powers, spirit, not 
the divine spirit, but false spirit. Thus the word is used 
in 1 Tim. iv. 1, and in many other places. It is very 
easy to translate it by devil, and to say that those who 
wrote it believed in the devil. But the trouble is that, if 
we translate it so, we must throw out this passage, because 
devil means nothing to us. The meaning of the word is, 
however, clearly defined in all the passages, and especially 
in the one under discussion: mvevwata means false spirit. 
The spirit is the comprehension, and so it means false 
comprehension, deception, false teaching, debauchery, in the 
general sense, evil. 

(c) Names are written in heaven, can mean nothing but, 
Participation in the kingdom of heaven. 

(d) There ought to be a period here, since what follows 
is an explanation why Jesus recognizes his Father to be 
the Lord of everything. He recognizes him as the Father, 
because he has revealed the secret of the kingdom of God 
not to the wise and the prudent, but to all unthinking 
children. 

(e) 6 marynp is here by no means the vocative, either 
grammatically, or by the sense. It is the continuation of 
the discourse. There is a comma here, and for clearness’ 
sake I add thou. 

(f) evdoxta good will, love. 

(g) &umpoabev cov means before thee. According to the 
Hebrew meaning anything done before one is agreeable. 
The idea éyévero eddoxia éumpocbev cov has to be trans- 
lated by love loved by thee. 

The general meaning is that not wisdom and learning, 
but the direct relation of the son to the Father, which is 
revealed to all, gave that love for the spirit which is the 
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foundation of everything, and revealed the truth through 
this love, this turning of the son to the Father. 

(hk) Will is omitted in many texts. 

No man can know the son, but the Father, and no man 
can know the Father, but the son. 
what was said in the discourse of Nicodemus, that in man 
there is a spirit, which is incomprehensible to him, and 
that this spirit is the son of the spirit, and that is the 
last meaning of God. Here Jesus for the first time identi- 
fies himself with the son of man and, saying J, means not 
himself, Jesus of Galilee, but the spirit which dwells in 


man. 


These words mean, 


EVIL IS NOT DESTROYED BY EVIL 


20. Kal €pxovrar eis 
oikov' Kal ouvépxerau 
madi bxXos, woTE MH 
dtvacGar avrov’s pnTe 
dprov payer. 

21. Kat dkovcavres 
oi map avrod é&AOov 
Kparhoa: abrdov: €deyor 
yap, “Ore eéorn. 

22. Kal oi ypauparets 
ot ard ‘Tepocodipwy Ka- 
raBdvres edeyov, “Ore 
BeehfeBovr exe, Kal, 
"Ore év TO dpxovre TOv 
Oawwovlwy éxkBddr\e Ta 
Satpovia. 

23. Kal mpooxaheod- 
pevos abrovs, év mapafo- 
Nats €deyev avrots, Ids 
dvvatat Yatravas Dara- 
vav €xBddneuyp ; 

24. Kal day Baowdela 
ép éavriy pepicO, od 
Ovvarat cTabjva 7) Ba- 
ovdela éxelvn- 

26. Kal ef 6 Latavas 
avéorn €p éavrdv Kal 
MeneépioTar, o¥ dbvaTas 
aTadnvat, ad\ad Tédos 
exe. 


Mark iii. 20. And they 
went into a house, and 
the multitude cometh 
together again, so that 
they could not so much 
as eat bread. 


21. And when his 
friends heard of it, they 
went out to lay hold on 
him: for they said, He 
is beside himself. 


22. And the scribes 
which came down from 
Jerusalem said, He hath 
Beelzebub,« and by the 
prince of the devils cast- 
eth he out devils. 


23. And he called them 
unto him, and said unto 
them in parables, How 
can Satan’ cast out 
Satan? 


24. And if a kingdome 
be divided@ against it- 
self, that kingdom can- 
not stand. 


26. And if Satan rise 
up against himself, and 
be divided, he cannot 
stand, but hath an end.e 


20. And they came 
home, and again there 
was gathered a multi- 
tude, so that they could 
not dine. 


21. And when his 
household heard of it, 
they went to seize him, 
for they said, He is be- 
side himself. 


22. And the scribes 
came from Jerusalem 
and said that he was an 
evil spirit, and that he 
destroyed evil by evil. 


23. And calling them 
up, he said to them in 
parables, How ean evil 
be cast out by evil? 


24. And if a power 
rises against itself, that 
power cannot stand, 


26. And if evil will go 
against itself, it cannet 
stand, but has an end. 
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19, Ei dé éya& év Be- 
eXfeBovd exBdd\r\w Ta 
Sarudvia, of viol buadv év 
tiv €xBaddover; dua 
TovTo Kpital buay avrol 
éoovrat. 

20. El dé év daxTtrdw 
Geod éxBaddrAw TA Saipud- 
va, dpa epbacev é¢ 
buds 7 Baciela Tov 
eod. 

29."H més dvvaral 
Tus eloehOecy eis Thy 
olxiav tod iaxupod Kal 
Ta oxen adTod diapra- 
Tal, €av UH TpoTov Snoy 
Tov loxupov, Kal Tore 
Thy oiklav avrov diapra- 
oa; 

30. ‘O un ov per 
éuod, Kar éuovd éore 
kal 6 Mh ouvdywv per 
€uov, oKxoprrl er. 

31. Ata rotiro dhéyw 
vutv, doa apapria Kal 
Bracgnula adebjocera 
Tos avOpwro.s: 

32. Kal és ay etry 
A6yov Kara Tob viod Tob 
avOporov, aeOjoerac 
ait@: ds 8 av etry 
kara Tov Iveduaros rod 
‘Aylov. otk adeOnoerar 
avT@, ovTe év TOUTHW TH 
al@vu ore év TH péd- 
dovTe. 


(a) In John dapcmov éyet. 


Luke ri. 19. And if I 
by Beelzebub cast out 
devils, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? 
therefore shall they be 
your judges. 


20. But if I with the 
finger of God cast out 
devils, no doubt the 
kingdom of God is come 
upon you. 


Matt. xvii. 29. Or else, 
how can one enter into 
a strong man’s house, 
and spoil his goods, ex- 
cept he first bind the 
strong man? and then 
he will spoil his house. 


30. He that is not with 
me is against me; and he 
that gathereth not with 
me scattereth abroad. 


31. Wherefore I say 
unto you, All manner of 
sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men: 


32. And whosoever 
supekew a word against 
the Son of man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but 
whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, 
it sball not be forgiven 
him, neither in this 
world, neither in the 
world to come.t 
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19. If I cast out evil 
with evil, how do you 
cast it out? Be there- 
fore your own judges. 


20. But if I cast out 
the evil with the spirit 
of God, then the king- 
dom of God was before. 


29. Or else, how can 
one enter into a strong 
man’s house and, ruin 
him? First the stron 
man has to be bound an 
then only can his house 
be ruined. 


30. He who is not with 
me is against me. He 
who does not gather, 
scatters. 


31. Therefore I tell 
you, Every error, every 
false word is left to men; 


32. And if a man says 
a false word against the 
son of man, it will be 
forgiven him: but if 
a man says something 
against the spirit of 
God, it will not be for- 
given him, neither in 
this world, nor in the 
world to come. 


BeerfeBovrA ever means 


the same as daiucmov éye, as can be seen from the con- 
tinuation of the discourse. 
(b) Yaravds again means the same as mvebdua daipoviov. 
(¢) Bacirela means here every power. 
(d) pepiSowa not only means to divide, but also to turn. 
In Mark it reads, And if an house be divided against 
itself, the house cannot stand (Mark iii. 25); in Matthew : 
Every kingdom and every city divided against itself, 
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shall not stand (Matt. xii. 25). This verse has no sense 
in either gospel. There is no simile. In Luke the word 
olxos stands in a different sense, épypotras kal oixos 
mvrre. The same we find in one Latin variant, so that 
oixos is not a new comparison, but a strengthening of the 
first: the power will not stand and will fall, as a house 
from a house. Apparently the meaning of the verse is 
lost. In the form in which it is rendered it adds noth- 
ing and only confuses, and so has to be omitted. 

(e) That is, if evil went against itself, there would be 
no evil, and yet it exists. 

(f) If you acknowledge that I expel evil, I certainly 
cannot do so with evil, for then there would be no evil. 
If you expel evil, you certainly do not do so with evil, 
but with something else, with good. Therefore, if I 
expel evil, I do so not with evil, but with good. 

(g) If there were only Laravas and darpoua, that is, 
deception and evil, deception would destroy deception, 
evil would destroy evil, and there would be no evil. But 
you yourselves expel evil with good. And if I expel evil 
with the spirit of God, that means that the spirit of God 
was in men, and even before me the divine will was in men. 

(h) If I expel evil with the spirit of God, the spirit of 
God was already in men; or else I should not be able to 
expel evil, just as a man cannot enter the house of a 
strong man and rob it, unless he first binds that man. 
But man is already bound by the spirit of God and by 
the consciousness of its power. 

(7) The false interpretation of what is the son of man 
can do no harm, but the false interpretation of what is 
the spirit of God cannot pass by unpunished. A man 
who does not recognize the spirit of God, by that very 
fact is deprived of life. 


The meaning of the whole place is this, that the learned, 
the lawyers, rebuked Christ that his teaching would lead 
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to even greater evil than what he wanted to correct. 
Jesus says that it is not he who corrects the world with 
evil, but they, and that the world stands not through 
evil, but through something else. I, he says of himself, 
do not correct the world with evil, but with the divine 
spirit, that divine spirit which lives in you. If I cor- 
rected by means of evil, I should have no power; but I 
correct with the divine spirit, and that has power. Fol- 
low my teaching, and all the evil will be vanquished in 
the world, all the evil will be destroyed. The spirit of 
God is the only life. He who does not live in the spirit 
of God is against it, in that he causes-his life to perish, as 
a man causes his wheat to perish, when he does not gather 
it from the field, and thus the most important mistake for 
life is the false comprehension of the spirit of God. Those 
men who falsely interpret the divine spirit deceive men, 
and cause their own ruin and that of others. They are 
those through whom evil is disseminated in the world. 


Matt. xii. 33. Hither 
make the tree good, and 
his fruit good; or else 
make the tree corrupt, 
and his fruit corrupt: 
for the tree is known by 
his fruit. 


33. Either make the 
tree good, then its fruit 
will be good: or make 
the tree bad, and then 
the fruit will be bad: 
for the tree is known by 
its fruit. 


33. "H ojoare 7d 
dévdpov Kahdv, Kal Tov 
Kaprov, avrov Kaddv, 7 
moinoatre TO dévdpov 
campov, Kal Tov Kapaov 
avtod campov: ék yap 
Tov Kagmrov Td dévdpov 
YVLVWO KET Ot. 


34. Tevynwara éxi- 
dvdv, ws SUvacbe Ayala 
Nadecv, movnpol dyres ; 
€k yap Tov Trepiocedua- 
Tos THs Kapdlas TO oTbua 
Aanre?. 

35 ‘O dyabds dvOpw- 
mos €k TOD dyabov On- 
cavpov THs Kapdlas éx- 
Badr Ta ayabd- Kal o 
movnpos dvOpwros €k 
Tov movnpod Onaavpov 
éxBddrex Tovnpa. 

36. Aéyw de byir, 
Or. wav phua dapyor, 6 


That every 


34. O generation of 
vipers, how can ye, be- 
ing evil, speak good 
things? for out of the 
abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh. 


35. A good man out of 
the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth 
good things: and an evil 
man out of the evil treas- 
ure bringeth forth evil 
things. 


36. But Lsay unto you, 
idle word 


34. Tribe of snakes, 
you cannot speak good 
things, because you are 
evil. The mouth speaks 
what the heart wants to 
utter. 


35. A good man lets 
out of his heart what- 
ever good he has treas- 
ured in it; and an evil 
man lets out whatever 
evil he has gathered in 
his heart. 


36. And IL. tell ‘you, 
Every idle word which 
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éav Nadjoworr oi &vOpw- 
mol, amodwcovct epi 
avTod Adyor év nmépa 
Kploews. 

49. ’Aroxpibels dé 6 
"Twdvens eirev, Emurd- 
ra, eldouév Tiva érl TO 
évouari cov éxBdddovTa 
Ta Saydma: kal éxwdv- 
capmev avTov, OTL OvVK aKO- 
Novbe? wed” Hudy. 

50. Kal eizre mpos av- 
Tov 6 Inoots, Mh xwrv- 
ere: Os yap ovK eore 
Kad’ Huadv, brép hudy 
éoTu. 


that men shall speak, 
they shall give account 
thereof in the day of 
judgment. 


Lukeiz. 49. And John 
answered and said, Mas- 
ter, we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name; 
and we forbade him, be- 
cause he followeth not 
with us. 


50. And Jesus said 
unto him, Forbid him 
not: for he that is not 
against us is for us.> 
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a man speaks will be 
looked into, to see why 
it has been said, in the 
day of the accounting. 


49. And John said to 
him, Teacher, we saw a 
man casting out evil 
like thee, and we for- 
bade him, because he 
does not go with us. 


50. Jesus said to them, 
Do not forbid him: he 
who is not against us 
is with us. 


(a) Verse 37, according to the received translations, 


means that Jesus says that with words one is justified, 
and with words condemned. Such a meaning of the 
verse is immoral and directly opposed to the whole 
teaching. 

Jesus continually says, Work, and do not speak. 
This verse has to be excluded, as an interpolation, or 
has to be translated differently. I translate Adyos in 
this place in the sense of the cause which impels a man 
to say a word. Such an interpretation is in harmony 
with what precedes. 

(0) The disciples of Jesus think that there is a special 
teaching of Jesus, and that it is necessary to follow him 
exclusively, and that he who does not follow him is in 
error. Jesus says, You have no reason to think so: he 
who expels evil does not act against us, but does what 
we are doing, and is for us. 


THE IMPOTENT MAN HEALED 


John v. 1. After this 1. After this there was 
there was a feast of the a feast of the Jews; and 
Jews; and Jesus went Jesus went to Jerusa- 
up to Jerusalem, lem, 


1. Mera tadra Av 
éopth T&v Tovdatwy. Kal 
avéBn 6’ Inaods ets ‘Iepo- 
oONU AG. 
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2. "Eore dé év Tots 
‘Tepoco\tpors él Tp mpo- 
Barixn KodvuBHOpa, 7 


émideyouévn ‘EBpatort 
Bynbecda, mwévre aroas 
éxouvcea. 


3. ’Ev rav’rats xaré- 
ketTo ARGS ToD THY 
dabevovvTwy,  TuPpd@r, 
xwrGv, Enpov, éxdexo- 
pévwy Thy Tod daTos 
klynocv. 

4. "Ayyedos yap kara 
Kaupov KkaTéBauvey ev TH 
Ko\uuBHnOpg, Kal €éTa- 
pacce Td Udwp* 6 ody 
mperos éuBas wera THY 
Tapaxynv Tod wbdaros 
vyys éylvero, @ OHToTeE 
KaTelXETO VOT HMATL. 

5. "Hy 6é ris dvOpwros 
éxel TpidkovTa OKTa& ETT 
éxwy év TH dobevela. 

6. Totrov idayv o 
"Inoots karaxeluevoy, kal 
yvovs Ste moddy Hin xX pb- 
vov €xet, Meyer adTrip, OE 
deus vyins yevérbar ; 

7. ’Amexpl0n atr@ 6 
acbevdrv, Kvpie, &vOpw- 
mov ovK éxw, twa, bray 
TapaxO7 To Vdwp, Badrdy 
pe els THY KoAUUBHOpar 
év@ dé Epxoua eyo, 
Gos mpd €u“ov KaTa- 
Baive. 

8. Adyar atr@ 6 "In- 
covs, "Eryerpat, apov Tov 
KpaBBarov gov, kal 
TEPLTATEL. 

9. Kal evdéws éyévero 
vyins 6 vOpwios, Kal 
Ape Tov KpaBBarov adrod, 
Kal meplemaret. 


2. Now there is at Jeru- 
salem by the sheep gate 
a pool, which is called 
in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethesda, having five 
porches. 


3. In these lay a great 
multitude of impotent 
folk, of blind, halt, with- 
ered, waiting for the 
moving of the water. 


4. For an angel went 
down at a certain season 
into the pool, and troub- 
led the water: whoso- 
ever then first after the 
troubling of the water 
stepped in was made 
whole of whatsoever 
disease he had. 


5. And a certain man 
was there, which had 
an infirmity thirty and 


- eight years. 


6. When ‘Jesus saw 
him lie, and knew that 
he had been now a long 
time in that case, he 
saith unto him, Wilt 
thou be made whole ? 


7. The impotent man 
answered him, Sir, 
have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put 
me into the poo): but 


while I am coming, an- 
other steppeth down 
before me. 


8. Jesus saith unto 
him, Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk. 


9. And immediately 
the man was imade 
whole, and took up his 
bed, and walked. 
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2. There is in Jeru- 
salem at the sheep 
market a pool, which 


is called in Hebrew 
Bethesda, with five 
porches. 


3. On these lay a great 
multitude of sick peo- 
ple: of blind, impotent, 
and lame. They were 
all waiting for the mo- 
tion of the water. 


4. For they supposed 
that an angel went down 
at certain times into the 
pool, and stirred the 
water, and that if one 
was the first after the 
stirring of the water to 
enter the pool, he would 
be made well, no matter 
what disease he had. 


5. And there was there 
a certain man, who had 
been infirm for thirty- 
eight years. 

6. Jesus saw him lie, 
and learned that he had 
been so for a long time, 
and said to him, Dost 
thou wish to be made 
well ? 


7. The feeble man said, 
Why should I not want 
it, sir? But I have no 
man, when the water is 
stirred, to put me in the 
pool; I am always too 
late. When I rush in, 
another has leaped in 
before me. 


8. And Jesus said to 
him, Wake up, take thy 
bed, and walk. 


9. And the man awoke 
immediately, and took 
up his bed, and walked. 


(a) éxdexouevav means who were waiting. The next 
sentence, An angel went down to stir the water, must 
be referred to éxdeyouevar, that is, they waited for an 
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angel to come down and stir the water, and then, and 
so forth; and so I translate, They waited for the water 
to be moved, supposing that an angel, and so forth, 
and to this sentence I add-as if (they supposed that). 

This is what the church says about it (Interpretation 
of the Gospel of John, p. 174): 


Now at Jerusalem: Josephus, the Jewish historian, does not 
mention this pool, but that does not weaken the authenticity 
of John’s narration about this pool; Josephus does not mention 
many important things and circuinstances. 

There is: Either John in his vivid imagination transfers 
himself to the time when Jerusalem was not yet destroyed, and 
so says there is, as though he had the pool before his eyes; or at © 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus this pool with its build- 
ings was spared, as a public charitable institution, and was still 
standing during the writing of the gospel, though it may have 
been in a different form from what it was in the lifetime of 
Jesus. 3 

By the sheep gate: This is mentioned in the book of Nehemiah; 
it was at the northeast of the city wall, on the road across the 
brook Cedron into Gethsemane and the Mount of Olives (now 
the gate of St. Stephen). It was called Sheep Gate, no doubt, 
because through it the sacrificial animals were driven to the 
temple, or because near it there was a market where these sac- 
rificial animals were brought and sold, and whence they were 
driven to the temple to be sacrificed. 

Pool: A small basin in which people washed or bathed. No 
doubt there was here a spring which formed this pool, from 
which the water again flowed into the ground. - In Hebrew 
Bethesda means the house of pity or mercy, that is, God’s house, 
since the spring had a curative power, which God, in his mercy, 
had given to his nation. 

Five porches: Galleries, on which the sick, protected against 
the inclemencies of the weather and against the heat of the sun, 
could walk, sit, and lie. “ Bithasa (Bithesda) it is called even 
at this day” (Eusebius), and in the fifth century they still 
pointed out the five porticoes of the pool. : 

In these lay, and so forth: This medicinal spring attracted 
a great multitude of the sick of every kind (a diversity of dis- 
eases is indicated: blindness, lameness, consumption), who were 
placed in galleries built for the purpose. Maybe they came 
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or were led or carried there only at certain times, when they 
expected the troubling of the water; maybe some remained 
there for a long time in this expectation. 

For an angel, ete.: The spring had curative properties not at 
all times, but only at certain seasons, namely, when an angel of 
the Lord went down into it and troubled the water, and was not 
useful for all people, but only for those who immediately after 
the troubling of the water stepped into it, consequently only for 
a short time, but then it cured all diseases. From the narration 
it does not appear that the angel came down in visible form into 
the pool and troubled the water; it was not visible for others, 
but it was an action which was contemplated with the spiritual 
eye of the apostle; the sick people and others knew only by the 
troubling of the water that it was time to step into it in order to 
be cured. The holy writers and the Jews in general ascribed 
especial visible benefactions of God, which appeared in certain 
powers and actions of Nature, to an especial ministration and 
action of angels, whom God has appointed as governors of such 
or such elements of Nature. What for others are the actions of 
the elements of Nature are for their enlightened vision actions 
of the angels who are in charge of the elements of Nature. The 
spring, like many mineral springs, cured all kinds of diseases 
which did not yield to the action of other customary means, and, 
like some of these springs, acted with particular force at certain 
times, periodically. It seems that at certain times the water in 
this spring welled up with especial force and in great abundance, 
and so was troubled, became turbid (or red, — bloody), as 
Eusebius says, and at that time became particularly powerful 
to cure all kinds of diseases. This welling up in especial abun- 
dance was the invisible action of the angel of God, which the 
apostle, the seer of secrets, interpreted in such a manner; but 
for others it was a usual action of the elements of Nature, as 
which, it seems, it appeared to the sick man who was here cured 
by Christ. 

Whosoever first stepped in: The expression does not seem to 
indicate that only one was cured, the first who stepped in after 
its troubling; but that in general, the water immediately after 
the troubling exerted a special, unusual, curative power, and 
then lost its energetic action, and only those who managed to 
get in immediately after the troubling were cured; then the 
water lost its power and did not exert such an unusual action. 

Was made whole: From-the account of the narrator it does 
not appear that the cure took place at once, suddenly, miracu- 
lously, as in the case of the healing of the sick by Christ; 
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perhaps it was gradual, receiving only the first impulse from 
the curative spring. In the latter case, the sudden cure of the 
impotent man who was lying there was the more striking. 

Which had an infirmity: It does not appear which ; as can be 
seen from what follows, he could not walk freely, was infirm in 
his legs, and had been lying thirty-eight years, that is, had been 
sick for thirty-eight years, but was himself older. The long 
duration and apparent incurability of the disease made exceed- 
ingly striking the miracle of healing which was performed on 
him. 

Knew that he had been now a long time in that case: He learned 
it from others who were there, or directly through his divine 
omniscience; had been, that is, in that disease. 

Wilt thow be made whole? A question which has for its pur- 
pose to rouse the energy of the sick man’s faith. The very 
necessity of the question compelled the sick man to coacentrate 
his thoughts and to turn them to the face of him who was ask- 
ing, and to expect succour from him. But, evidently, the sick 
man did not understand to what the speech of his interlocutor 
was tending ; he turned in thought to the medicinal spring and 
seemed to be complaining because he could not make use of its 
curative power. 

Sir: That is, I want to be well, but have no man who could 
help me to be healed in this pool, when the water is troubled. 

While I am coming: The sick man could walk, but only 
slowly, and was not able to anticipate the others, while the 
others got ahead of him and snapped their cure away from him. 
He answers very meekly, without expressing any blasphemy, 
does not deny Christ, who seems to have proposed an irrelevant 
question, does not curse the day of his birth, as we of little faith 
do, even in the slightest indisposition, and answers meekly and 
timidly. 

Rise, etc.: The Lord took pity on him who: had suffered so 
long and, seeing the possibility of faith in him, cured him with 
his mighty word. 

Take up thy bed: See note to Matt. ix. 6-7. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI, pp. 166-168): 


Comme l’auteur ne précise pas l’é6poque de l’année ott ce fait a 
dfi se passer, il est inutile de se livrer & des conjectures pour dé- 
terminer la féte en question. Les copistes, qui ont biffé l'article, 
ont sans doute été du méme avis (une féte quelconque). La féte, 
dans la pensée du rédacteur, pouvait étre celle ot les Juifs se 


—_ 
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rendaient & Jérusalem de préférence, une Paque. Mais cela 
west pas absolument nécessaire ; ¢’était toujours celle qui amena 
Jésus, et les récits de ce livre nous représentent Jésus comme 
ayant la coutume de se rendre assez réguliérement aux fétes. 
On comprend que cet article génait les lecteurs; mais on ne voit 
pas pourquoi on l’aurait ajouté, s’il n’était pas authentique. La 
principale raison qu’on sait alléguer contre la Paque, c’est 
qu’alors il y en aurait une de plus, et l’on a pourtant souveraine- 
ment décidé que Jésus n’a pu vivre et voyager aussi longtemps. 
Par ce motif, on se rabat ici sur la féte de Purim (les Saturnales 
des Juifs), célébrée en Février ou Mars. 

Rien de certain sur emplacement et sur la construction du 
bassin de Béthesda. Le lieu qu’on nomme ainsi de nos jours ne 
porte plus de traces des anciens portiques et il n’y a plus d’eau. 
La porte du bétail a été probablement au nord-est, dans le 
voisinage du temple. 

Quant au phénomeéne physique qui se produisait dans le bassin 
(ébullition locale intermittente de la source), il parait qu’an- 
ciennement déja l’explication que l’anteur en donne a soulevé 
des doutes. Il y a des manuscrits et autres témoins anciens qui 
omettent soit les derniers mots du v. 3 (qui attendaient, etc.), soit 
tout le v. 4, soit toutes ces parties du texte. Des critiques 
modernes, en grand nombre, ont jugé que ces témoingages étaient 
assez décisifs pour condamner les quatre lignes en question 
comme étrangéres & la rédaction primitive. On suppose alors 
quwil y a 1l& une légende judaique ou chrétienne qui aurait fini 
par trouver place dans le récit pour expliquer ce que dit le 
malade au v. 7, et qui, & tout prendre, serait indigne de l’apétre. 

A premiére vue, cette maniére de voir est assez plausible. 
Comme les Juifs et les chrétiens ne marchandaient nulle part 
Vintervention des anges dans les affaires de ce monde, on ne voit 
pas pourquoi elle aurait été effacée ici, si l’auteur en avait réelle- 
ment parlé dans sa narration. Cependant il y a aussi des argu- 
ments 2 faire valoir dans le sens opposé. La question n’est pas 
de savoir s’il y a moyen de donner une explication naturelle du 
phénoméne, ou si Jean a pu partager une opinion populaire ; il 
faut voir si ’ensemble de son texte demande que les phrases sus- 
pectes y soient comprises, ou si l’on peut les omettre sans déranger 
le reste. Or, on voit plus:loin que l’auteur parle de l’agitation de 
Veau comme d’une chose connue de ses lecteurs; il met dans la 
bouche du malade des paroles qui supposent que le lecteur sait 
déjx de quelle condition tout exceptionnelle dépendait la guéri- 
son. Nous demanderons donc si l’auteur, qui ailleurs explique & 
ses lecteurs des détails que tous les Juifs, et surtout ceux de Jéru- 
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salem, pouvaient savoir, et cela par la simple raison qu’il n’éeri- 
vait pas pour les Juifs, si l’auteur, disons-nous, a pu supposer que 
des étrangers connaitraient la nature particuliére de la source de 
Béthesda, si différente pourtant, par les phénoménes qu'elle pré- 
sentait, de toutes les autres qui servaient alors & des bains 
hygiéniques? Evidemment non! Il a di donner des explica- 
tions préalables, et le vy. 7 reste inintelligible si l’on efface le 
4e et la moitié du 3°. Nous admettons done que ce retranche- 
ment s’est fait aprés coup, comme celui, non moins remarquable, 
des v. 43 et 44 du 22¢ chapitre du Luc. Le phénoméne en lui- 
méme, tel que le passage suspect le décrit, n’a rien d’étrange ; 
action de l’eau jaillissante peut parfaitement avoir été plus 
forte dans l’espace restreint de ’embouchure. On nous a re- 
proché de vouloir maintenir la legon vulgaire, uniquement pour 
le plaisir d’attribuer & V’apdtre une superstition. Mais si les 
apotres, @’aprés ce point de vue, font preuve de superstition en 
croyant & l’intervention des anges dans le monde physique, il 
faut biffer bien d’autres passages encore pour leur épargner ce 
reproche. 

Quoi qu’il en soit, le fait est raconté dans un tout autre but. 
Il s’agit de caractériser l’action bienfaisante de Christ dans le 
monde, action sans doute essentiellement spirituelle, mais sym- 
bolisée par des guérisons du corps; et action permanente, non 
soumise a des conditions de temps et de circonstances extérieures, 
telles que seraient l’assistance de quelque autre force, naturelle ou 
surnaturelle, en dehors de lui, ou bien encore une régle légale qui 
etit pu le géner. C’est par cette derniére considération que le 
récit continue, ou plutot qu’il passe de la narration d’un fait & 
Vexposition des vérités absolues, de l’histoire a la théologie. 
Jésus a voulu guérir un homme malade de paralysie depuis un 
temps immémorial; voici la légalité traditionnelle qui se met en 
travers. I] n’est pas difficile de saisir le sens profond du récit 
qui nous est offert. 

Le terme, dont l’auteur se sert pour motiver l’intervention de 
Jésus, a été traduit par le mot: sachant, et non: ayant appris. 
De fait, la premiére de ces expressions n’implique pas nécessaire- 
ment l’idée du miracle, mais elle ne l’exclut pas non plus, et nous 
croyons devoir la maintenir précisément par cette raison. I] ne 
s’agit pas seulement de compassion et de miséricorde, mais de la 
manifestation d’une puissance supérieure. 


To my way of thinking, the peculiarity of this miracle 
as distinguished from the others, is this, that in the other 


ee ee a. 
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the miracle appears amidst what is natural, as a proof 
of the divinity of Christ; but here, on the contrary, the 
natural appears amidst what is miracuious, as a proof of 
the divinity of Christ. A sick man has been waiting for 
twenty years for a miracle to happen, and Jesus says to 
him, Do not wait for anything; what is in thee, that will 
be. Wake up. If thou hast the power to get up and 
walk, walk. He tried, got up, and walked. 

All this passage, which is taken as a miracle, is an 
indication of the fact that there can be no miracles, and 
that the man who is waiting for a miracle to happen 
is sick. That life itself is the greatest miracle, while the 
event itself is very simple, can frequently be seen in 
our midst. I know a lady who lay in bed for twenty 
years and got up only when morphine injections were 
administered to her; after twenty years the doctor who 
administered the injections confessed to her that he 
injected water only, and when the lady heard that she 
took up her bed, and walked. 

The story about the pool is the same: it is narrated 
simply and clearly. Its significance is this, that men 
wait for miracles, for God’s interference, but God is in 
them, God is life: so abandon thyself to it, believe it, 
and thou art alive. The whole subsequent discourse, 
save the interpolated ridicule of the belief in the Sabbath, 
which strengthens the meaning of the story about the 
pool, is only an elucidation of the idea that the one 
miracle, the one truth, the one power, is life, that life 
which is in every man and on which we ought to 
rely. 


John v. 9. Andonthe 9. That happened ona 


i 
nee Pennrey same day was the sab- Sabbath. 


év éxelvn TH Nuepa. 

10. “Edeyor ofy of 
*Tovdator TH TebepaTrev- 
pévy, LDdBBardv eoruv: 
ovx tEerrl gor apart Tov 


xpaBBarov. 


bath. 

10. The Jews therefore 
said unto him that was 
cured, It is the sabbath 
day; it is not lawful for 
thee to carry thy bed. 


10. And the Jews said 
to the man, To-day 
is the Sabbath: thou 
shouldst not take up 
thy bed. 
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11. ’AzexplOn avroits, 
‘O roujoas ue yh, éxel- 
vos joe elev, Apov Tov 
KpadBBardv cov, Kat mept- 
WATE. 

12. “Hpdrncay ody 
avrov, Tis éorev 0 dvOpw- 
mos 6 elmwy cot, Apoy 
Tov KpaBBardv cov, Kal 
TEPLTATEL ; 

13. ‘O 6é€ labels ovx 
joer tls éori: 6 yap 
’"Inoots é&€vevoev, bx ov 
bvros év T@ TOTW. 


14. Mera ratra eipi- 
oxe avrov 6 Inoods év 
T@ lep@, kal elev abr@, 
"Ide, vyeys vyéyovas: 
pykére dudprave, va my 
xetpov Th oor yévntus. 

15. Am@dOev 6 dvOpw- 
mos, Kal avyyyeie Tors 


*Tovdatos, ore “Inoods 
éoTi 0 Townocas avrov 
vyeq. 

16. Kal 61a rotro 
édlwxov tov “Inoobdy of 
*Tovdator, Kal éffrovy 
avrov amoKTelvat, OTe 
Tatra émole év cap- 
Bary. 

17. ‘O 6&é ‘Inaots 
dmexplvato avrois, ‘O 
marnp yov ews dpre 
épydgerar, Kayo épyd- 
oma. 

18. Arad rotro oby 


uaddov €(jnrovy avTov oi 
*Tovdator dmoxretvat, re 
od povov éXve 7d odB- 
Barov, adda Kal marépa 
‘wv edeye Tov Oecdy, 
Yoov éautdy moby TO 
ew. 

19. Arexpivaro odv 
6’ Inaois kal efrev abrots, 
"Auhyv duhv déyw byir, 
od d’varar 6 vids motetv 


ap éavrod ovdér, édy ut} 


11. He answered them, 
He that made me whole, 
the same said unto me, 
Take up thy bed, and 
walk. 


12. Then asked they 
him, What man is that 
which said unto thee, 
Take up thy bed, and 
walk? 


13. And he that was 
healed« wist not who it 
was: for Jesus had con- 
veyed himself away, a 
multitude being in that 
place. 

14. Afterward Jesus 
findeth him in the tem- 
ple, and said unto him, 
Behold, thou art made 
whole: sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto 
thee. 


15. The man departed, 
and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus, which had 
made him whole. 


16. And therefore did 


the Jews _ persecute 
Jesus, and sought to 
slay him, because he 


had. done these things 
on the sabbath day.? 


17. But Jesus answered 
them, My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and I work. 


18. Therefore the Jews 
sought the morec to kill 
him, because he not only 
had broken the sabbath, 
but said also that God 
was his Father, makin, 
himself equal with God. 


19. Then answered 
Jesus and said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing of him- 
self, but what he seeth 
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11. And he answered 
them, The man who 
raised me told me, Take 
up thy bed, and walk. 


12, And they asked 
him, What mau is it 
who told thee, Take up 
thy bed, and walk? 


13. And the weak man 
did not know who he 
was, for Jesus had se- 
cretly mingled with the 
people. 


14. Afterward Jesus 
met nim in the temple, 
and said to him, Now 
thou art well; see to it 
that thou makest no 
new mistakes, or thou 
wilt fare worse. 


15. And the man went 
and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus who had 
raised him. 


16. And the Jews at- 
tacked Jesus, for what 
he had done on the Sab- 
bath. 


17. Jesus answered 
them, My Father works 
witbout cessation, and 
so do I. 


18. And the Jews tried : 
the more to kill him, 
because he not only had 
broken the Sabbath, but 
also called God his 
Father, and made him- 
self equal with God. 


19. And Jesus said 
Do you not understand 
that the son of man can 
do nothing of himself, 
if he did not know what 
the Father is doing? 


ee ee a eee ae ee 
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te Bréry Tov tarépa 
mowvvTa: & yap dy ékel- 
vos mown, TavTa Kal 6 
vids Ouolws mrovec. 

20. ‘O yap marhp 
prret Tov vidv, kal ravTa 
delxvvowy adt@ a adros 
motel: Kal pelfova ToUTwWY 
dele att@ eEpya, iva 
duets Oavud nre. 

21. “Qowep yap 6 
maThnp éyelpet Tovs ve- 
Kpods Kat (worrore?, ob Tw 
kal 6 vids ols Ode Fwo- 
TOLel. 

22. Ovdé yap 6 raTHp 
kplve. ovdéva, GAA THY 
kplow macav dédwke TO 
vig: 

23. ‘Iva wdayres Tid- 
ot Tov vidvy KAOWS TYUL@or 
Tov marépa. Oy TYULdY 
Tov vidv, od Tug Tov 
matépa Tov méuvavta 
avrov. 

24. "Apuhy dunyv Neyo 
tutv, bt 6 Tov NOyor 
pov aKkovwr, Kal misTevwy 
Te méuparTi pe, exe 
wiv alidvov- Kat els 
kplowy ovK épxerat, AAG 
eT aBeBnkev éx Tod Oavd- 
Tou els THY CwHy. 

25. Apiy dwhv Neyw 
butv, bre epxerar dpa 
kal viv éori, 8re ai 
vexpol akovoovra: THs 
dws Tov viov Tod Oeod, 
kal of dkovcavres (Hoov- 
Ta. 

26. “Qorep yap 6 
marnp exe fwhv éy 
é€auT@. otrws edwKe Kal 
TO vig why exew ev 
éav7T@: 

27. Kal éovelay 2dw- 
xev adt@ kal xplow 
moeiv, dre vids dvOpwrrou 
éotl, 


the Father do: for what 
things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son 
likewise. 


20. For the Father lov- 
eth the Son, and shew- 
eth him all things that 
himself doeth; and he 
will shew him = greater 
works¢ than these, that 
ye may marvel. 


21. For as the Father 
raiseth up the dead,¢ and 
quickeneth them; even 
so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. 


22. For the Father 
judgeth no mans but 
hath committed all 
judgments unto the Son: 


23. That all men should 
honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not 
the Father which hath 


sent him. 


24. Verily, verily,» I 
say unto you, He that 
hearetht my word, and 
believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not 
come into condemna- 
tion ;7 but is passed from 
death unto life. - 


25. Verily, verily, Isay 
unto you, The hour is 
coming, and now _ is, 
when the dead _ shall 
hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they 
that hear shall live. 


26. For as the Father 
hath life in himself: so 
hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself ;* 


27. And hath given 
him authority to exe- 
cute judgment also; 
because he is the Son of 
man. 


Se ae 
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What the Father is do- 
ing, the son does also. 


20, The Father loves 
the son, and has shown 
him everything. And 
he will show him greater 
things, so that you will 
marvel, 


21. For as the Father 
rouses the mortals and 
vivilies them, even so 
the son vivifies whom 
he will. 


22. For the Father 
does not choose, but has 
committed the choice to 
the son, 


23. That all men should 
honour the son, as they 
honour the Father. He 
who does not honour the 
son does not honour 
the Father, who has 
sent him. 


24. You understand 
that he who under- 
stands my comprehen- 
sion and relies upon him 
who has sent me has 
non-temporal life, and 
for him there is no 
death, but he _ has 
already passed from 
death to life. 


25. Truly I tell you, 
The hour has come, 
when the mortals will 
understand the voice of 
the son of God, and, 
having understood, will 
live. 


26. For as the Father 
lives in himself, so has 
he given to the son life 
in him; 


27. And has given him 
freedom to make a 
choice, and even by this 
he is a man. 
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28. My Oavudsere 
rovTo: 8ru EpxeTar wpa, 
év 4 mdyres ol év Tots 
punelors dKovcovTat THS 
pwrvis avrov, 

29. Kal éxopevcor- 
Tat, ol Ta dyabd mow)- 
cavres els dvdoTac. 
fwhs, of 6€ Ta Pavdra 
mpaéavres els avdoraciw 
Kploews. 

30. Od ddvayar éyw 
mo.elty dm éuavTod ovdév. 
Kalas dkovw, kplyw: Kal 
n Kplow  éun duxala 
éotly: Ore 08 (nT® TO 
Géknua 7d enor, addAG 
To OéX\nua Tod méuWay- 
Tos me Tarpos. 

31, "Kav yo waprupd 
mepl éuavrov, ) waptupla 
Mou ovK €oTLv adnOys. 

32. "ANdos éorly 6 
papTup@y mepl euod, kal 
olda dtu adNnONS eorLy 4 


papTupia tv paprupet 
mept €uov. 
36. Ta yap épya & 


EdwKé mor 6 TaTHnp iva 
Terewow avTa, avTa TH 
Zpya a &y@ tow paprv- 
pec mept éuod, bre 6 
TaThp we améoTaNke: 

37. Kal 6 wéubas ue 
marnp, avrdos menapTu- 
pnxe mepl euov. ode 
govhvy atrod axnkbare 
miwmore, ove Eidos avToo 
éwpadKare. 

38. Kal roy déyor 
avrod ovx €xere pévovra 
év tytv,; bre dv amréore- 
dev éxelvos, Tovrm vets 
ov miorevere. 

39. "Epevvdre ras 
ypapas, Ore wets Soxetre 
év avrats {wiv alwvov 
éxev. kal éxetval elo al 
wapTupovo at tept éuod: 


28. Marvel not at this: 
for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are 
in the graves shall hear 
his voice, 


29. And shall come 
forth; they that have 
done good, unto the 
resurrection’ of life; 
and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation. 


30. I can of mine own 
self do nothing: as I 
hear, I judge: and my 
judgment is just; be- 
cause I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath 
sent me. 


31. If I bear witness 
of myself, my witness is 
not true. 


32. There is another 
that beareth witness of 
me; and] know” that the 
witness which he wit- 
nesseth of me is true, 


36. For the works 
which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the 
same works that I do, 
bear witness of me, that 
the Father hath sent 
me. 


37. And the Father 
himself, which hath 
sent me, hath 


witness of me. 


37. 


Ye have! concerning me. 
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28, Do not marvel at 
this: for the hour has 
come, when all the mor- 
tals will understand the 
voice of the son of God. 


2g. And those who 
have done good will 
enter into the awaken- 
‘ing of life; and those 
who have done evil will 
enter into the exile of 
death. 


30. I can do nothing 
of my own self: as I 
understand, so I choose. 
My choice is correct, for 
I do not seek my will, 
but the will of the 
Father who has sent 
me. 


31. If I were the only 
Gne to give assurance of 
myself, my assurance 
would be false; 

32. But there is an- 
other who assures con- 
cerning me that I am 
doing the truth. And 
you know that his assur- 
ance is correct as to my 
doing the truth. 
| 36. For the works 
jwhich my Father has 
jtaught me to fulfil, the 
‘same works that I do 
\witness of me that the 
‘beet has sent me. 


And the Father 
who has sent me, he 


borne’ shows and has shown 


But 


neither heard his voice} you have in no way un- 


at any time, nor seen” 
his shape. 


38. And ye have no 
his word abiding in you 
for whom he hath sent 
him ye believe not. 


39. Search the Scrip 
tures; for in them y 
think ye have eternajl 
life: and they are they 
which testify of me. 


*% 


———— 


derstood his voice, and 
you have not known 
who he is. 

38. And you have not 
within you the compre- 
hension, such as would 
abide in you, for you do 
not believe him whom 
he has sent. 


39. Read carefully the 


Scriptures: By them 
you think you have 
eternal life; and they 


assure concerning me, 
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40. Kat od @édere 
édGety apos we, iva why 
exnre. 

41. Adfav mapa ay- 
Opera od NauBdve: 

42. “ANN eyvaxa 
buds, OTe Thy ayarny 
‘Tov Geo ovK exeTe ev 
éauTots. 

43. “Eyo& édhdvda év 
T@® dvouate ToO marpds 
fov, kal od AauBdaveré 
pe €dv &Aos ~NOy ev 
T@ ovouar. TE ldlw, 
éxetvoy Anweabe. 

44. Ilds dtvacbe tpets 
miTevoa, ddfav napa 
GANwWY HauBdvorTes, 
kal Thy ddéav Thy mapa 
ToU povou Oeov ov §n- 
TELTE ; 

45. Mh Soxeire sre 
éy® Karnyopjow vuav 
mpos Tov TaTépa: eat 
6 KaTnyopay tuav, Mw- 
ons, els dv vets mAri- 
KATE, 

46. Ei yap émrirrevere 
Muon, émistevere adv 
éuol’ mept yap éuov 
éxelvos éypawer. 

47. El 6é€ rots éxetvou 
Ypadupaciv ov mioTEvETe, 
mas Tots euois phuace 
TLOTEUCETE ; 


40. And ye will not 
come to me, that ye 
might have life, 


41. I receive 
honour from men. 


not 


42. But I know you, 
that ye have not the 
love of God in you. 


43. I am come in my 
Father’s name, and ye 
receive me not: if 
another shall. come in 
his own name, him ye 
will receive. 


44, How can ye believe, 
which receive honour 
one of another, and seek 
not the honour that 
cometh from God only? 


45. Do not think that 
I will accuse you to the 
Father: there is one 
that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust. 


46. For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he 
wrote of me. 


47. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my 
words? 


331 


40. You will not be. 
lieve me that you will 
have life. 


41. Human judgments 
I do not receive. 


42, But I have learned 
that in you there is no 
truth and no love of 
God. 


43. I teach you in the 
name of my Father, and 
you do not receive iny 
teaching. And if an- 
other will teach you in 
his own name, his teach- 
ing you will receive. 


44. What can you rely 
upon, since you receive 
your teaching from men, 
and do not seek the 
teaching that comes 
from the only son, who 
is of the same birth with 
the Father. 

45. I do not accuse you 
before the Father, but 
Moses, in whom you 
trust, accuses you. 


46. If you had believed 
Moses, you would be- 
lieve me too, for he 
wrote of me. 


47. If you do not be- 
lieve his writings, how 
can you believe my 
words? : 


(a) A very important variation, accepted by Griesbach, 
reads, instead of éaeis healed, acbevav weak, as it stands 


every where. 


(0) The man was as one dead because he believed in 
all the nonsense invented by the Jews, and was waiting 
for a miracle from without, and did not believe the life, 
Jesus showed him that all the stories 
about the pool were nonsense and a mere invention, and 


which was in him. 


that the only miracle was one’s own life. 
lieved him and became alive. 


The man be- 


The superstition is proved, 
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the truth is proved, and the man is alive and walks. It 
seems there is no room for disputes here. No, men have 
some arguments to adduce. Why did he make a man 
alive'on the Sabbath? On a Friday it was all right to 
be alive, but on a Sabbath it was not. 

(c) In many texts “a@dov is wanting. 

(d) Greater than the work of carnal healing. 

(e) There does not seem to be any need of proving to 
any one who has read the gospels in Greek that vexpds 
in the gospel language does not always mean dead. It 
is enough to remember Matt. vii. 22, Let the dead bury 
the dead, and Verse 24 of the chapter under discussion 
where it seems to be defined what is to be understood by 
VEK POS. 

(/) ovdevad is wanting in many texts. 

(g) xptows is in this discourse used in two meanings: 
in the sense of choice and of sentence of death. Such 
a use of synonyms is peculiar to the language of the 
gospel of John. Such synonymous uses are found here 
with the words yapis, avacraois, and now with xplovs. 
Here it is used in the sense of choice. 

(h) In many texts the word aujv is wanting. 

(7) axovw to hear, to understand, in the popular lan- 
guage. 

(j) Here xpéow is used in the sense of sentence of 
death. 

(k) Many texts have év adr@ instead of év éavTo. 

(/) avdoracws has the meaning of arousal, expulsion, 
destruction. In John these plays on words are common: 
Xapis avtl ydperos, where yapis is used once in the sense 
of dove, and the other time in the sense of worship. Here, 
too, avacracts arousal is opposed to avderacis expulsion. 

Only with such an interpretation do we get any sense 
at all. “Avacraous xpicews has no meaning, if avdoracw 
means arousal, regeneration, resurrection ; the only possi- 
bility of explaining it is to give to avdoracis fwAs the 
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meaning of arousal, and to dvdotacis Kpicews the mean- 
ing of expulsion, destruction. 
(m) Many texts have otéare. 
Verses 33-35 and the beginning of 36 about John add 
nothing to the teaching and break the sense, Not only 
I am a witness, but also my works. 
(n) I translate €wpaxate by you did not know him. 


THE PARABLE OF THE INHERITANCE (THE TALENTS) 


11. "Axovdvrwy dé 
avT@yv Taira, mpooOels 
cite TapaBorny, dua Td 
eyyvs atrov eivac ‘lepov- 
cadhm, Kal doxely avrovs 
ért mwapaxphua pédAdrge 
n Bacireia Tov Oeceod 
dvapalver bau: 

12. Eiwev ody, ”Av- 
Opwirds Tis evyevns €mo- 
pev0n els xwWpav paKpav 
AaBety éavT@ Bacrrelav, 
kal broorpépat. 

15. Kakéoas dé déka 
dovrous éavTov, edwKev 
avrots déxka pvas, 

15. Kal @ pev edwxe 
mévre TddavTa, @ Oe 
dvo, @ dé vy, éxdorw 
Kata Thy ldlav dvvapuy: 


13. Kai etre pos 
avrovs, Ipayuarevoac be 
&ws Epxopar. 

15. Kal dredjunoev 
ev0éws. 


16. TopevOels 5é 6 ra 
mévte TadA\avTAa haBwv, 


eipyadcato év avrots, Kal 
érolnoev GANA TWEVTE 
TaavTa. 

17. ‘Qoatvrws kal 6 
-a 600, éxépdnoe Kal 
avros adda vo. 

14. Of 6€ modtra - 


at’tod éuicovy abrov, Kal 


Luke xix. 11. And as 
they heard these things, 
he added and spake a 
parable, because he was 
nigh to Jerusalem, and 
because they thought 
that the kingdom of 
God should immedi- 
ately® appear. 


12. He said therefore, 
A certain nobleman 
went into a far country 
to receive for himself 
a kingdom, and to re- 
turn. 


13. And he called his 
ten servants, and deliv- 
ered them ten pounds. 


Matt. xxv, 15. Ande 
unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, 
and to another one; to 
every man according to 
his several ability. 

Lukexix. 13. And said 
unto them, Occupy till 
I come. 


Matt. xxv. 15. And 
straightway took his 
journey. 


16. Then he that had 
received the five talents 
went and traded with 
the same, and made 
them other five talents. 


17. And likewise he 
that had received two, 
he also gained other 
two. 

Luke xix. 14. But his 
citizens hated him, and 
sent a message after 


11. When they heard 
this, Jesus added and 
spoke a parable, that 
they might not think 
that the kingdom of 
God would, come with- 
out an effort. 


12. He said, A certain 
nobleman received an 
inheritance and had to 
go to a distant kingdom 
to get it, and to return. 


13. So he called his ten 
servants, and gave them 
his property. 


15. To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, 
and to another one; to 
every man according to 
his ability. 


13. And said to them, 
Turn it to account. 


15, And himself went 
away. 


16. Then the man who 
had received the five 
talents went and traded 
with them, and made 
other five talents. 


17. And likewise did 
he who had two talents. 


14. But the country- 
men of the man had no 
use for him, and an- 
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dméorei\ay mrperBelav 
érlow avtov, éyorTes, 
Od Oéd\omev TovTOY Bact- 
Aedoar ep’ Huds. 

15. Kal éyévero éy 
T@ emaveGeivy avrdov 
AaBdrvra THy Bacrdrelar, 
kal eire PwvnOAvar abrH 
Tovs dovNous Tovrous ois 
Zdwke TO dpyvpiov, iva 
yu@ Ths Th Siem pay war ev- 
Caro. 


19. Kal cuvalper wer 
at Ov Noyor. 

20. Kat mpocedOayr 6 
Ta mwévTe T&dNaYTA a- 
Bov, mpoonveyxev dda 
mévre TadNavTA, Ew, 
Kupee, mévre tTdaddavTa 
por mapédwxKas: We, dda 
mévre TdhavTa exépdnga 
ér avrots. 

21. "Edn 5€ atte 6 
KUpios avrov, Hb, dotXe 
ayabé Kal mire, én 
édXlya Fs mioros, €mi 
TONAG@Y TE KATATTHTW* 
elcehOe els THY xXapay 
Tov Kuplov gov. 

22. Wpoced@wyv dé kai 
6 Ta 600 TdNavTA AaBwv 
eixe, Kvpre d00 ThdavTd 
pot wapédwKas: ie, dra 
d0o Tddavra exépdnoa 
éx’ abrots. 

17. Kal efrev air, 
KS, adyabé Godre- Ste ev 
éehaxlotw mirTos éyévou, 
ics eEovolav exw erdve 
déxa modewr. 


18. Kal #dOev 6 dev- 
Tepos, héywr, Kupie, 7 
pa gov érolnce wévre 
pas. 


a fal 
23. “Edn aire 6 xt- 
pios avtrod, Ed, dofite 


him, saying, We will 
not have this man to 
reign over us. 


“ 


15. And it came to 
pass, that when he was 
returned, having | re- 
ceived the kingdom, 
then he commanded 
these servants to be 
called unto him, to 
whom he had given the 
money, that he might 
know how much every 
man had gained by trad- 


ing, 
lott. wav. — 19. And 
reckoneth with them. 


20. And so he that 
had received five  tal- 
ents came and brought 
other five talents, say- 
ing, Lord, thou deliver- 
edst unto me five tal- 
ents: -behold, I have 
gained beside them five 
talents more. 


21. His lord said unto 
him, Well done, thou 
good and faithful serv- 
ant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord. 


22. He also that had 
received two _ talents 
came and said, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto 
me two talents: behold, 
Ihave gained two other 
talents beside them. 


Luke «xix. 17. And he 
said unto him, Well, 
thou good servant: be- 
cause thou hast been 
faithful in a very little, 
have thou authority 
over ten cities. 


. 18. And the seeond 
came, saying, Lord, thy 
pound hath gained five 
pounds, 


Matt. rav. 23. His 
Jord said unto him, 
Well done, good and 
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nounced to him, We will 
not have thee asa king. 


15. And it came to 
pass, that that man re- 
ceived the kingdom and 
returned home and sent 
for the servants, to 
whom he had given the 
money, that he might 
know how much each 
had gained. 


19. And he asked for 
their accounts. 


20. And he who had 
received five talents 
came and brought other 
five talents, and said, 
Master, thou gavest me 
five talents: I have 
gained five talents more 
with them. 


21. And his master 
said to him, Well done! 
Thou art a good and 
faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful in 
little things, I will put 
thee in charge of greater 
things. Rejoice with thy 
master. 


22. Then came another, 
to whom two talents had 
been given, and said, 
Master, thou gavest me 
two talents, and J have 
gained two more with 
them. 


17. And the’ master 
Said to both, Well done! 
You are good and faith- 
ful servants. You have 
been faithful in small 
things, and so I will put 
you in charge of greater 
things : Rejoice with the 
master. 

18. And another to 
whom one talent had 
been given came, and 
said, Master, with thy 
talent I have gained five 
more, 
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ayabe Kxal more, él 
oNiya Hs micros, él 
TONABY TE KATATT HOW 
eloehGe cis Thy xapav 
Tov Kupiou gov. 

24. MpoceNOwy dé xal 
670 év TadavTov eiAngas 
eimre, Kupue, €yvwr ce ore 
ck\npds ei dv9pwrros, Ge- 
plfwy 81rov ovK Eorreipas, 


kal ouvadywv d0ev ov 
dterxbpmricas: 

25. Kal  qoBnéels, 
aweNOwy expvya 7d 


tdNavroy cov év TH Y7° 
ve, Exes TO ody. 

26. “AmoxpiOels dé 6 
KUplos avrov elev avT@, 
Tlovnpé dotXe kal dxvnpe, 
joes bre Oepltw dmrov ovk 
Zomeipa, Kal cuvdyw bbev 
ov duveckdpTrica* 


23. Kal dari ovdk 
Zdwkas TO apyvpidy pou 
érl Thy Tpdtegav, kal 
eyo ay ody ToKm dy 
érpaka avro; 

24. Kal rots ape- 
or Gow eirev, "Apare ar 
avrod Thy uvay, Kal ore 
T@ Tas Oéxa pmvas ExovT.. 


25. (Kal etrov atr@, 
Kupue, €xer déxa pvas.) 


26. Aéyw yap bpytr, 
ére mavtl Te exovte 
SobjoeTar: amd dé Tov 
wh exvovros, Kal o éxe 
apOjoerar am avrod. 

80. Kal rov dxpetov 
doddov é€xBdddere eis TO 
oKoros TO eEwrepov. 

27. Ildhv rods éx- 
Opotvs pou éxelvous, Tovs 
bn Oedjoavras me Baci- 
Nedra ér adrovs, dyd- 
yere Ode, kal katacgpa- 
Eare eum poo bev pou, 


faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over 
afew things, I will make 
thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord. 


24. Then he which had 
received the one talent 
came and said, Lord, 
I knew thee that thou 
art a hard man, reaping 


where thou hast not 
sown, and gathering 
where thou hast not 
strewed; 


25. And I was afraid, 
and went and hid thy 
talent in the earth: lo, 
there thou hast that is 
thine, 


26. His lord answered 
and said unto him, Thou 
wicked and slothful ser- 
vant, thou knewest that 
I reap where I sowed 
not, and gather where 
I have not strewed: 


Tuke vinx, 23. Where- 
fore then gavest not 
thou my money into the 
bank, that at my coming 
I might have required 
mine own with usury ? 


24. And he said unto 


them that stood by, 
Take from him _ the 
pound, and give it to 
him that hath ten 
pounds. - 


25. (And they said unto 
him, Lord, he hath ten 
pounds.) 

26. For I say unto you, 


That unto every one 
which hath shall be 
given; and from him 


that hath not, even that 
he hath shall be taken 
away from him. 

Matt. xxv. 30. And 
cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer dark- 
ness. 

Luke xix. 27. But those 
mine enemies, which 
would not that I snould 
reign over them, bring 
hither, and slay them 
Lefore me, 


338 


24. And he to whom 
one talent had been 
given, came, and said, 
Master, here is thy tal- 
ent. 1 knew that thou 
art a hard man, taking 
where thou hast not 
placed, and _ reaping 
where thou hast not 
sown, 

25. And I was afraid 
of thee, and wrapped it 
ina cloth, and hid it in 
the earth. Here it is, 
take it. 


26. And his master 
said to him, Thou art 
a bad and lazy servant. 
According to thy speech 
will I judge thee. Thou 
knewest that lamahard 
man, taking where I do 
not place, and reaping 
where I do not sow: 

23. Why, then, didst 
thou not turn my money 
to account? Then I[ 
should have received it 
with usury at my com- 
ing. 


24. And the master 
said to his servants, 
Take from him the tal- 
ent, and give it to him 
who has ten. 


25. And they said, 
Master, he has already 
ten. 

26. 1 tell you, A surplus 
will be given to him who 
saves; and from him 
who does not save, even 
what he has will be taken 
from him. 


30. And take the use- 
less servant and throw 
him out. 


27. But my enemies, 
who did not want me to 
be their king, shall not 
exist for me, 
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(2) I omit the words, Because he was nigh to Jeru- 
salem, as in no way connected with the meaning of the 
parable. If they are to be understood as they are gen- 
erally understood, that Jesus is denying the opinion of 
his disciples, that the kingdom of God will soon be made 
manifest in Jerusalem, the whole parable becomes sense- 
less. Therefore I prefer to throw out the above words, 
and to retain the profound meaning of the parable, which 
is directly connected with the preceding parables. That 
this parable is accidentally and arbitrarily referred by 
Luke to the expectation of the accusation of the king 
is proved by the fact that by Matthew this parable is 
referred to the elucidation of the idea that we must 
always be prepared for the coming of the son of man. 

I choose the parable according to Luke, because it 
includes the parable according to Matthew. 

(b) wapaxyphpa | translate by without effort. 

(c) I combine the parable of Matthew and of Luke into 
cne, since they complement one another, and have the 
same significance, except that something is omitted in 
one, and something in the other. 


The nobleman who departs from his house to become a 
king is God, the comprehension, the spirit. His depar- 
ture from the world, which at the same time is his house, 
expresses the same idea which is expressed in Mark’s 
parable of the sower who until the harvest does not 
trouble himself about the seeds, and the parable of the 
leaven. Having endowed men with the comprehension, 
God leaves them to live alone. The possessions which 
he distributes to his servants are the comprehension. 
The varying quantities of the talents given to each are 
the different degrees of the comprehension, — a repetition 
of the parable of the seeds which fell by the wayside, on 
the stones, and in the thorns. Here there can no longer 
be any doubt as to the increase depending on God, on 
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external causes. Here it says outright that the entrance 
into the kingdom of God depends directiy on the effort 
exerted by each person; only the degree of the compre- 
hension depends on external causes. The countrymen 
of the nobleman, who do not wish to acknowledge him as 
their king, are the men who have not the comprehension, 
the men of darkness, of that which does not exist for God. 
It is that which is expressed by the tares in the parable 
of the sower and the tares. The return of the nobleman 
is the completion of the whole life, what is expressed in 
the parable of the tares, their burning ; the same that is 
expressed in the parable of the drawnet; the same that 
is expressed in John by the word death. 

The accounts of the servants are the condition of 
those who have had the comprehension, as a seed. The 
accounts of the first two servants are the condition of 
those who have retained the comprehension, as the seeds 
on the good ground; their reward is the union with the 
master. The account of the last servant is the condition 
of him who, having the comprehension, has not retained 
it, like the seeds by the wayside, on the stones, and in 
the thorns. He is a useless servant, he does not exist 
for the comprehension. The countrymen who have not 
acknowledged the king are the men outside the compre- 
hension, —they, too, do not exist for the comprehension. 

The talent is the comprehension in man. The servant 
who worked with it gained something and fulfilled the 
will of his master. The master received him as his 
companion, —he united with his master. 

The comprehension and life remained comprehension 
and life. But the bad servant hid his talent; he said 
to himself, I do not want to know the master, I want to 
work for myself; but the master’s talent accused him, 
and so he buried the talent, so as not to think of the 
master. The life of the comprehension is given to the 
servant, but he does not want to work for it; he thinks 
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that it is foreign and useless to him, and he hides it from- 
himself, so that he may work for the flesh, for bodily 
food, and not for the fulfilment of the master’s will. The 
bad servant did not understand that the life of the com- 
prehension is not given for the master, but for himself. 
He said to himself, The master wants to take from me 
what he has not given me, my carnal pleasures; but I 
will not give them to him, —1I will live for them. — But 
the life of the comprehension will be such as it is. And 
the master came and, seeing that the life of the compre- 
hension did not grow in this man, took it away. 

The seed of the divine spirit is planted in all hearts 
alike, and every man may increase in himself this seed of 
the spirit. God has given to each the spirit. Some, hav- 
ing received this spirit, took a liking for it, made it grow, 
doubled it, and brought forth fruit, each according to his 
ability ; but the others, ike those who informed the lord 
that they would not be under his power, like that last 
servant, said to themselves, Why shall I give up the life 
of the flesh, the carnal pleasures, for the sake of the spirit, 
which is not mine? He wants me, for the sake of the 
spirit, to give up to him what he has not given me, — my 
carnal life. I shall do better to hide as far as pessible 
from me this germ of the spirit, which is given to me, and 
I will live the life of the flesh. But he lost even the last 
germ of the divine spirit, and his carnal life ended in 
death. 

Life is abroad in all men. He who recognizes in him- 
self the son of man will live the true life, will acquire the 
true life. The true life can be neither more nor less. If 
in the earthly life scme men appear to us to have more, 
and others less, some five talents, and others two or one, 
they are all alike for the true life, they all exist for the 
master’s joy. Only he who has hid this life away de- 
prives himself of his own accord of life, and passes out of 
the sphere of life into the darkness. 
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This parable expresses also this, that the human concep- 
tions about justice are inapplicable to the question of life 
and death. 

The conception of the Old Testament, that God rewards 
for such and such works, and punishes for such other, is 
false. There are no rewards, no punishments. He who 
holds on to life gets even more; he who does not hold on 
to life has life taken from him. As in the beginning of 
the Gospel, so also in the discourse with Nicodemus, and 
so in all the parables and discourses, Jesus says the same, 
that life is only the comprehension. Life is only life to 
the extent to which it is the comprehension. The animal 
life Jesus calls death, and he calls it so since it is indeed 
but a moment which ends in eternal death. And so we 
must not think that man with his feet and hands is all 
alive. Alive is only that which recognizes its divinity. 
Men must not look upon themselves as living beings only 
because they move, eat, breathe, but because they acknowl]- 
edge themselves to be the children of God. We do not 
know and cannot know where the beginning of all this 
terrestrial world is. All that we know is the comprehen- 
sion which is.given to us, and by it alone can we live. 
The Lord gave his talents to men and left them in their 
possession, and went away. God has implanted his com- 
prehension in men and left them in the world of death. 
Even if men do not feel the power of the Lord over 
them, they none the less have those talents of the 
Lord, which have been given to them, and they have to 
do something with them. The comprehension is given 
to men. It is given in varying degrees, but it is given 
to all, and they have to do something with it. And 
every man does with this comprehension what he pleases. 
One works much, another less, a third does nothing, a 
fourth does not recognize it at all. But the question is 
not as to what he has worked, but as to whether he has 
comprehended that within him is life and whether he 
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has worked over that which is life, has striven to increase 
life. 

And with men does not take place what we are accus- 
tomed to regard as just, that is, that for great work there 
should be a corresponding reward, that a man who has 
done nothing harmful should not suffer, that a man should 
be responsible for what he is guilty of. 

All that is so when we represent to ourselves some 
human power which punishes for what we consider bad, 
and rewards for what we consider good; but that is not 
so when we contemplate the essence of life itself. 

From the very beginning to the end Jesus says that 
there can be no rewards and no punishments, either from 
men, or from God. The comprehension is in itself the 
true good, and the aim, and the means, and the life. 
Consequently, he who has the comprehension and has 
transferred his life into it has life. He who has it not 
and does not place his efforts in it has no life. 

From a general point of view: Though many seeds will 
fall on the stones and by the wayside, the other seeds 
which fall on the good ground will make up for them, and 
there will be a harvest. The seeds which have fallen cn 
the stones and by the wayside are not guilty and are not 
punished, and those that have fallen on the good ground 
are not rewarded; but in order that there should be a 
harvest, the seeds that have fallen on the good ground 
must bring forth fifty-fold and more. The comprehension 
in the world in general returns to God, though many 
human beings live without this comprehension; many 
bear this comprehension and increase it. 

From the personal point of view: To each a talent is 
given, and it is not possible to forget it. If thou forget- 
test it, thou showest that thou dost not need it, and it 
will be taken from thee. If thou forgettest lke that 
servant, and wilt assert thy justice, thou wilt accuse thy- 
self. What good will it do thee, if thou hidest it in the 
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ground? It must be given to him who has gained some- 
thing by his. The comprehension is in all men, it is life. 

If thou dost not wish to go toward life, life will get 
away from thee. There are no rewards and no punish- 
ments for men. Men do not live for themselves. If they 
did, there would be rewards and punishments for them. 
Men do not live for themselves, but God in men lives for 
himself. 

If a man lives for God, he lives. If he lives for him- 
self without God, he does not live, and as it is impossible 
to live more or less, it is impossible not to live more or 
less, — man lives, or does not live. ‘There is no punish- 


ment, no reward, but there is life and death. 
Christ’s teaching is only a teaching of what life and 


what death is. 
death. 


31..’Ep 62 7@ perakd 
Npetwv adroyv of wabn- 
Tal, déyorres, ‘Papi, 
paye. 

32. ‘O dé cirer avrots, 
"Eyo Bpaow exw payety 
ivy bpets odK oldare. 

33. "EXeyov ody of 
pabnrat mpds &dd7jous, 
Maris Hveyxev abT@ pa- 
yetv ; 

34. Aéyee avrots 6 
"Inoots, “Eudv Bpaud 
éoruv, tva rrol® Td OENH- 
ua Tod réuWarrs pe, Kal 
Terewaw avTov Td €pyor. 

35. Ovx vets NéveTe, 
_ bre ere Terpdunvoy éort, 
Kal 6 Depiopuos Epxerar; 
60d, Aéyw butv, érdpare 
Tovs 6dbarpovs buar, Kal 
Gedoacbe Tas Xwpas, STe 
Aevxal efor mpods Oepio pov 
Hon. 


John wi. 31.In_ the 
meanwhile his disciples 
prayed him, saying, 
Master, eat. 


32. But he said unto 
them, I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. 


33. Therefore said the 
disciples one toanother, 
Hath any man brought 
him aught to eat? 


34. Jesus saith unto 
them, My meat is to do 
the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his 
work. 


35. Say not ye, There 
are yet four months, and 
then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, 
Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for 
they are white already 
to harvest. 


Life is comprehension, everything else is 


OF THE BREAD OF LIFE 


31. Once his disciples 
asked him, Teacher, hast 
thou eaten? 


32, And he said _ to 
them, I have food that 
you know not of. 


33. And the disciples 
said to one another, Has 
any one brought him 
something to eat? 


34, And Jesus said to 
them, My food is this, 
that I do the will of him 
who has sent me, and 
fulfil his works. 


35. Do not say, There 
are four months yet, and 
then comes the harvest. 
I tell you, Lift up your 
eyes and look on the 
fields: they are white 
already for the harvest. 
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36. Kat 6 Oeplfwv 
picOdy auBdver, Kal 
ouvayer Kapp els fwhv 
aldyvov: tva cal 6 omel- 
pwr nod xalpp Kal o 
Beplfwr. 

37. "Ev yap rotrw 6 
Abyos éorly 6 adnAivds, 
ért &dos early 6 onel- 
pwy, kal &dXos 6 Geplfwr. 

88. "Ey dréoreda 
duds Oepifev d odx dpels 
kexomridkaTe* dol KEKO- 
midkace, Kal duets els TOV 


36. And he that reap- 
eth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal: thate both 
he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice 
together. 


37. And herein is that 
saying true, One sow- 
eth, and another reap- 
eth. 


38. I sent you to reap 
that whereon ye _ be- 
stowed no labour :? other 
men laboured, and ye 
are entered into their 
labours. 
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36. And he who reaps 
is paid, and he gathers 
fruit for the non-tem- 
poral life, so that he 
who has sowed rejoices 
with him who reaps. 


37. For the proverb is 
true, One sows, and an- 
other reaps. 


38. I teach you to reap 
where you did not la- 
bour. Others laboured, 
but you participate in 
the labour of others, 


kérov avt@yv elaedndv- 
Gare. 


(a) tva is used here in the sense of @ote. 
(o) Your carnal life. 


These verses are not clear. By the church they are 
explained more obscurely still. The church understands 
this to be said of the Samaritans who are roused to the 
teaching. In my opinion the meaning of this passage is 
this: having told his disciples that his food is the fulfil- 
ment of the divine will, the same that he told him- 
self in the wilderness, the same that he told the woman 
of Samaria, Jesus says, The fulfilment of God’s will 
must not be put off, as one puts off the harvest to 
the time when it is ripe. This harvest is always ripe, 
that is, the execution of God’s will is always possible, 
when the food of this execution is your carnal life, and 
there is always something to reap, to offer as a sacrifice 
to the spirit. He who reaps receives his reward, — non- 
temporal life. And this is an equal joy to him who reaps 
and to him who sows, that is, the man who reaps is he 
who lives in the spirit, and God the Father is he who has 
implanted his spirit in men. And so the proverb is cor- 
rect, What one sows, another reaps. God sows, and man 
reaps. I teach you to reap, to cut down what you have 
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not laboured on, for God has made for you your carnal 


life. 


Verses 39-42 have no meaning, and so I omit them. 
They tell about how the Samaritans believed him. 


27. ’Epyatecde ph 
Thy Bp&ow Thy aod- 
Aupévny, Gd\AG THY Bpw- 
ow Thv pévovtav els 
fwhy aidvor, iv 6 vids 
ToD avOpwrou but dwoer: 
ToUTov yap 6 TaTip éc- 
ppayiev 6 Oeds. 

28. Etrov ofv pods 
avrov, Té mower, iva 
épyatducba Ta Epya Tod 
Ged ; 

29. ’AmexplOn 6 “In- 
cots Kal eirev avrots, 
Totré éote rd épyov Tov 
Ccod, iva mictevonte els 
by améoreidev éxetvos. 

30. Eirov ody atte, 
TL ody rovets od onpetov, 
iva tOwpev Kal muored- 
owpev cor; TL épyagn; 


(a) épyaSm with 
(6) Bpaats food, 


John vi. 27. Labours 
not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that 
meat? which endureth 
unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man 
shall give unto you: for 
him hath God the Fa- 
ther sealed. 


28. Then said they 
unto him, What shall we 
do, that we might work 
the works of God? 


29. Jesus answered 
and said unto them, 
This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent. 


30. They said therefore 
unto him, What sign 
shewest thou then, that 
we may see, and believe 
thee? what dost thou 
work? 


27. And Jesus said to 
the multitude, You are 
caring for your earthly 
food, but I tell you, 
Earn not the perishable 
food, but the one which 
will endure into ever- 
lasting life, which the 
son of man will give 
you: on him is God’s 
seal. 

28. And they said to 
him, What must we do 
that we may do the 
works of God? 


29. And Jesus replied 
to them, This is the 
work of God, that you 
trust him whom he has 
sent. 


30. What example will 
thou give us that we 
may believe thee? What 
art thou doing? 


the accusative means to earn, lay by. 


in elther sense. 


The church understands these words of Jesus to mean 


that Jesus commands them to believe in himself. 


Jesus 


says nothing of the kind; he exhorts them to believe in 
what he says, and the answer of the Jews shows that 
they do not even mean to understand him in such a way. 
Thou commandest us to believe in him whom he has 


sent. Well, what 


31. Of mwardpes Huwy 
ro pdvva eparyov év TH 
éphum, Kabds éotu ye- 
ypaupévov, ‘“Aprov ék 
Tov ovpavod €dwKeyv avTots 


payer.’ 


art thou doing ? 


John vi. 31. Our fathers 
did eat manna in the 
desert; as it is written, 
He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat. 


31. Our fathers ate 
Manna in the desert, as 
it is written, He gave 
them bread from heaven 
to eat. 
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In order not to get mixed in the comprehension of the 
subsequent words about the eating of the body and blood 
of the son of man, which have called forth so many idola- 
trous explanations, we must not lose sight of the sense of 
the whole discourse, and must remember that the first 
idea of Christ’s teaching during the temptation in the 
wilderness presented itself to him in the comparison of 
the earthly food with the divine food, and that dpros is 
not exactly food, but eating, and so has the meaning both 
of food and of rearing. In response to the temptation 
with food, he replied to himself that man is not satisfied _ 
with bread, but with the divine spirit which proceeds 
from the mouth, that is, not with the flesh. In his con- 
versation with the woman of Samaria he expressed in the 
same way the essence of his teaching (John iv. 14): If 
thou knewest the gift of God, thou wouldst thyself ask 
me to drink not the water of the earth, after which one 
wants to drink again, but such as satisfies one completely, 
after which there is no more thirst. In the sermon on 
the mount he again expresses the same in the form of 
food, when he says that the soul is more than food. 

To his disciples he says, My food does the will of him 
who has sent me, and his works. 

Here the discourse begins with the same: Jesus says, 
Have no care for the perishable food, that is, do not think 
that the bread which you put into your belly gives you 
life, but have a care for the food which does not perish, 
for the comprehension. Our life is the comprehension, 
and the comprehension is more than food, — it alone is 
life. This real life is given to you by the son of man, 
with God’s seal on him, that is, the son of man who lives 
according to the law of God. 

The people ask him, What must one do in order to 
work for the true life, for this comprehension? Jesus 
replies that for this one has only to believe, to be fully 
convinced that life is comprehension, to live by that com- 
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prehension, and to rely on the life in the comprehension. 
To this the Jews adduce Verse 24 of Psalm Ixxviii.: And 
had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given 
them of the corn of heaven, thus uniting into one the 
idea of manna as food with the corn of heaven. But 
the corn of heaven dptos éx tov ovpavod has an entirely 
different meaning from what is meant by carnal food. 
The meaning of dpros is expressed in Hebrew in the fol- 
lowing verses of the Book of Sirach and of the Proverbs 
of Solomon: 


Sirach xv. 3. Gives him the bread of reason to eat, and the 
water of wisdom to drink. 

xxiv. 19. I have spread my branches, like a terebinth, and 
my branches are the branches of glory and of grace. 

20. I am like a grapevine which bringeth forth grace; and 
my flowers are the fruit of glory and of riches. 

21. Approach unto me, ye who want me, and still your 
hunger with my fruit. 

Prov. iz. 5. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which I have mingled. 


John vi. 32. Then 32. And Jesus said to 


32. Eizev ody avrots 


6 "Inoots, “Auhy duhy 
Aéyw vuly, OV Mwogs 
débwkev vuiv Tov prov 
éx rod ovpavod: adn 6 
mathp mov dldwow viv 
tov dprov éx Tov ovpavod 
Tov adnOcvor. 

33. ‘O yap dpros Tob 
Gcob éoriy 6 karaBalywy 
éx Tob ovpavov, Kal (wiv 
didovs TH KOT UW. 


Jesus said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, Moses gave you 
not that bread from 
heaven; but my Father 
giveth you the true 
bread from heaven. 


33. For the bread of 
God is he which cometh 
down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the 
world. 


them, You know your- 
selves that it was not 
Moses who gave you this 
bread from heaven, but 
my Father gives you 
true bread from heaven. 


33. For the bread of 
God is that which comes 
down from heaven, and 
gives life to the world. 


Jesus at once corrects the misunderstanding which may 


arise from mixing up the two kinds of food, the manna 
from heaven with the bread of heaven, that is, with the 
law received by Moses from God in heaven. He says, 
the bread from heaven is not bread from heaven, that is, 
the law of God, because Moses gave it, but because it 1s 
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from God and gives life to the world. If the manna were 
under discussion, there would not in Verse 32 be a per- 
fect, which designates that God has given and gives the 


true bread, that is, the comprehension to the world, and 


there would not be a present tense in Verse 32. 


34. Eizrov ody pos 
avrov, Kupie, mavtore 
dds Huiy Tov d&prov Tov- 
Tov. 

35. Hime 6é avrots 6 
al o ia) mers! cy 

noovs, Hy eius 6 dpros 
THs fwHs: 0 épxduevos 
mpos we od wh Tewdon, 
kal 6 musTevwy els éeue 

2 \ = tL fh 
od un diWjon mwrrore. 

36. “ANN elrov div 
Ore Kal éwpdkaTé me, Kal 
ov mioTeveTe. 


John vi. 34. Then said 
they unto him, Lord, 
evermore give us this 
bread. 


35, And Jesus said un- 
to them, I¢ am the bread 
of life :? he that cometh¢ 
to me shall never 
hunger;¢ and he that 
believeth on me shall 
never thirst. 


36. But Isaid unto you, 
That ye also have seen 
me,¢ and believe not. 


(a) I, — my teaching. 
(0) The bread of life, — the law of life. 
(c) mevdw means to hunger, to be unsatisfied, suffer with 


a desire. 


34. And they said to 
him, Then give us that 
bread. 


35. And Jesus said to 
them, I am the bread of 
life: he who gives him- 
self to me will never be 
hungry; and he who will 
believe me, will never 
thirst. 


36. But I have told you 
already, and you have 
seen and do not believe, 


The same is meant by dupdo. 


(d) Again the verb épyouwat, which is with incredible 


stubbornness translated by to go. 


mean here ? 
mean ? 


What can to go to me 
It cannot mean to walk, so what does it 


Luke vi. 47. Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my say- 
ings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like. 

John wii. 20. For every one that doeth evil hateth the licht 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

21. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 


life. 


John v. 40. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have 


John xiv. 6. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth 
and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
Acts xiz. 18. And many came, and confessed, and shewed 


their deeds. 
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*E€oworoyovpevor, according to the dictionary, means 
having united with some one. 

(e) In many texts me, which destroys the sense, is 
wanting. Without this we it is clear that Jesus is re- 
ferring to what he said about the men who hear and do 
not understand, and who look and do not see. 


John vi. 37. All that 
the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out. 


37. Iladv 6 dldwoi por 
6 wathp, mpos éue HEE 
kal rov épxduevov mpds 
fe od ut ExBddw ZEw. 


37, Everything which 
the Father gives me 
will come to me; and 
him who gives himself 
to me I will not cause to 
perish. 


Everything which my Father has given in my charge, 
as the king gave the talents, will come back to me, as the 
talents given for increase came back, and he who follows 
me, my example, will not be cast into the outer darkness, 
will not be destroyed. In this verse, as also in the fol- 
lowing one, two ideas are expressed side by side: one, as 
to what the teaching of Jesus consists in; the other, what 
the consequences of his teaching will be. Tay is of the 
neuter gender (and so it is translated by all) and refers to 
the principle of life which is received from the Father. 
Tov (translated by who) refers to him who follows the 
teaching. In the same way, all in Verse 39 designates 
the comprehension which the Father has given me, and 
mas in Verse 40 designates every man who follows the 
teaching. 


38. “Ore xaraBéBnxa _Johnvi. 38.Forleame 38. Because I have 


€k TOO ovpavod, ody iva 
worm Td OéXnua TO Endy, 
GAG 7d OédAnua Tot 
méuwavrds me. 

39. Totro 6é éor. 7d 
OéXnpa Tod méubavrds 
we TaTpos, iva way 6 dé- 
daké wor, wy arordow €& 
avrov, aNd dvacrnow 
aitd év TH éoxary 
NEY. 


down from heaven, not 
to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent 
me. 


39. And this is the 
Father’s will which hath 
sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me 
I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up 
again at the last day. 


come down from heaven, 
not to do my will, but 
the will of the Father 
who sent me. 


39. And the will of my 
Father who has sent me 
is this, that I should not 
cause to perish anything 
of what he has given me, 
but should keep it alive 
to the last day. 


348 


40. Todro 5é éori 7d 
béd\nua Tod méupavrds 
pe, tva was 6 Oewpayv Tov 
ulov kal mugrevwy els av- 
Tov &éxy Swhv alwnoy, 
kal dvacTnow abrov éyw 
TH éoxary Hepa. 


40. And this is the will 
of him that sent me,@ 
that ‘every one which 
seeth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on him, may have 
everlasting life: and I 
will raise him up at the 
last day. 
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40. For this is the will 
of him who has sent me. 
So that every one whe 
has come to know the 
son of man and believes 
in him has life. And I 
will keep him awake un- 
til the last day. 


(a) Here ought to be a period. The ¢va which follows 
has to be translated as though it were @oTe, for which it 
is frequently used in John. 


The Jews ask, Show us what kind of food it is which 


gives life. 


He replies, That you may see in me. 


I live 


on this food alone, and this food is the execution of the 


Father’s will. 
so I do his will. 


My life is the comprehension of God, and 
But the will of the Father is this, that 


every man should comprehend the Father within him, 
and should to his last day live by this comprehension 


alone. 


41. “Eydbyyvgov ody oi 
*Tovdator rept avrod, dre 
eimev, Evy ely 6 pros 
0 kaTaBas €x Tov ovpavod. 

42. Kal €deyov, Ovx 
obré6s €oriy Inoods 6 vids 
"Iwo, of hues otdamev 
Tov matépa Kal THY mn- 
Ttépa; was ody eye ob- 
Tos, Ore &k Tod odpavod 
KaTaBéeBnka ; 


John vi. 41. The Jews 
then murmured at him, 
because he said, I am 
the bread which came 
down from heaven. 


42. And they said, Is 
not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? 
how is it then that he 
saith, I came down from 
heaven? 


41. And the Jews began 
to dispute, because he 
said, lam the bread who 
came down from heaven. 


42. And said, Is not 
this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph? We know his 
father and his mother. 
How then does he say 
that he came down from 
heaven? 


Reuss says that the character of the discourses of John 


consists in letting the interlocutors intentionally under- 
stand the words of Jesus in their coarsest sense. This 
remark is not always just, and in the present case the 
Jews know well what he is speaking about. The words, 
The bread from heaven, they understand precisely in the 
sense of the law of God. Their remark that he is the son 
of Joseph and that they know his relatives is the same 
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which is made in Luke after his preaching in Nazareth. 
Otherwise their words have no meaning. The fact that 
he is the son of Joseph or not, and their acquaintance 
with his relatives, do not elucidate or obscure the state- 
ment that he is a piece of bread that has come down 


from heaven. 


The surprise that he, the son of: a car- 


penter, should give them the law of God is only natural. 


43. ’Amexpl0n ody 6 
"Inoots cal eirev abrots, 
My yoyyvgere per ad- 
AnrAwv. 

44, Ovdels dUvarat éd- 
Oety mpds pe, éav uy oO 
TwaThp 6 méuyas pe éd- 
Kvon avTov, Kal éya dva- 
oTHow altov TH eoxaTy 
NEL: 

45. "Hore yeypaypévov 
év Tots mpopyras, ‘Kal 
éoovrar wavres dSidakrol 
Tov Oct.’ mas ody 6 
dxovoas Tapa Tod maTpods 
kal wade, €pxerar pds 
be 
46. Odx ru Tov Ta- 
répa Tis éwpaxev, ef uy 
6 dv rapa Tod Ceod, ob- 
Tos Ewpake Tov maTépa. 


John vi. 43, Jesus 
therefore answered and 
said unto them, Murmur 
not among yourselves. 


44, No man can come 
to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw 
him: and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 


45. It is written in the 
prophets, And they shall 
be all taught of God. 
Every man_ therefore 
that hath heard, and 
hath learned? of the 
Father, cometh unto me. 


46. Not that any man 
hath seen the Father, 
save he which is of God, 
he hath seen the Father.¢ 


(a) The words, I will wake him at 


to me to be interpolated here. 


43. And Jesus an- 
swered and said to 
them, Do not dispute 
among yourselves. 


44, Noman can believe 
me, if the Father who 
has sent me does not 
draw him. And [I will 
keep him awake to the 
last day. 


45, It is written in the 
prophets, And you will 
be all taught by God. 
He who knows about the 
Father and has learned 
the truth will give him- 
self to me. 


46, Not that any man 
has seen the Father; but 
he who is in God has 
seen the Father. 


the last day, seem 


These words are a repetition 


of what was said before and introduce here an irrelevant 
thought about the consequences of following the teach- 
ing, and break the connection between Verses 44 and 45. 
These words are not clever and make no sense, and may 
be left out. 

(6) Many texts have wader triyv adrjOevav having learned 
the truth. 

(c) This verse is almost a repetition of a verse of the 
first chapter. This verse answers directly the doubts of 
the Jews and their objections. 
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Their objections may be expressed as follows: What 
law of God canst thou, a simple carpenter, reveal te us? 
The law of God was revealed by Moses, who saw God 
himself. 

To this Jesus replies and speaks of God the spirit who 
is revealed in the souls of all men through the compre- 
hension. Not man in the fiesh and blood sees the Father, 


but the comprehension knows the Father. 


47. Aphv aphy déyw 
vty, ‘O misredwy els ue 
éxer (why al@nor. 

48. Eyw ely 0 dpros 
THS CWS. 

49, Oi warépes buoy 
éparyov 70 pdvva ev TH 
épnum, Kal améBavov: 

50. Otrds éoruy 6 dp- 
Tos 6 €K TOU ovpavod 
kataBatvwy, wa ris é€& 
avrod payn Kal uy amo- 
Odvn. 

51. "Eya elu 6 dpros 
6 fav, 0 é€k Tod ovpavod 
KkaTaBdas: édv Tis Pay7T 
€k TovTov Tov dprTou, 
fjnoerar eis Tov alava. 
kal 6 dpros dé dv eye 
dwow h capé— mov éoTiv, 
hy eyo dwow brép THs 
Tov KoopoU (wins. 


John vi. 47. Verily, 
verily, IL say unto you, 
He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life. 

48. I am that bread of 
life. 


49. Your fathers’ did 
eat manna in the wilder- 
ness, and are dead. 


50. This is the bread 
which cometh down 
from heaven, that a 
man may eat thereof, 
and not die. 


51. I am the living 
bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man 
eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever: and 
the bread that I will give 
is my flesh,’ which I will 
give for the lifec of the 
world. 


47. Verily I tell you, 
He who believes has 
non-temporal life, 


48. I am the bread of 
life. 


49. Your fathers ate 
manna in the wilderness 
and died, 


50.1 am the _ bread 
from heaven, and he who 
eats of it does not die. 


51. I am the bread of 
life which came down 
from heaven. If any 
man eats of this bread, 
he will live for ever: and 
the bread which I will 
give is my earnal life; 
{ have given it in place 
of the life of the world. 


(a) Jesus again corrects the mistake which the Jews 
made in the beginning of the discussion, when they called 


the manna the bread of heaven. 


The bread of heaven is 


a spiritual food, which gives life that is not subject to 


death. 


(6) cdp& means carnal man. 
(c) So at times means the spiritual life, and at others 


the carnal life; but in John always, without exception, 
means the temporal, carnal world, as opposed to the life 
of the spirit, and so must be translated by life of the world. 
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The sentence is obscure, and cannot help being obscure, 
since in the sentence Jesus by the accepted comparison 
of the bread with the teaching expresses a new idea, 
which is, that his teaching consists in this, that we must 
live by the spirit and neglect the carnal life, which has 
several times been said in a different form, He who does 
not renounce his life, does not take the cross, and so 
forth ; but even from the idea of the author of the gospel 
the sentence must be obscure. The Jews do not under- 
stand a thing, and Jesus proceeds to make the idea clear. 
And on this obscure sentence whole dogmas have been 
reared. Leaving out of consideration the absurdity and 
abomination of the dogmas, we cannot help but observe 
that this sentence, on which the dogmas are based, is 
translated quite incorrectly in the sense of a dogma. 
‘T7rép cannot mean for ; Tod Kéomov EwAs cannot mean 
the life of men; if we forget the incorrectness of the 
translation, it is, as translated, a conglomerate of words 
without any meaning. 

This is what the church has to say about it (Interpre- 
tation of the Gospel of John, p. 135, and addition to this 
interpretation) : 


The bread is my flesh, etc.: Such is the essential complement 
of the previous discourse about the bread by a new elucidatory 
feature. The Lord suddenly solves his enigmatic discourse with 
this feature, which absolutely startles his hearers. 

Heretofore he spoke under the image of the bread of his own 
person in general, as of a subject of faith, but now he speaks 
clearly, precisely, and definitely : the bread of which I speak is 
my flesh. ‘He speaks here clearly of the mysterious communion 
of his body.” (Theoph.) ‘The flesh, the same as the body, the 
bodily composition of the God-man, is a word which must be 
understood here strictly in its literal sense, as there is no reason 
for taking it in a transferred meaning. ‘The word bread has in 
this whole discourse apparently a metaphorical, or improper, 
meaning, since by it is expressed Christ’s person in general, and 
by the word flesh a definite, concrete meaning is given to him ; 
as the word manna, which concretely defines the general meaning 
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of the bread which anciently gave sustenance to the Jews in the 
desert, here has obviously a literal meaning, so also the word 
flesh defines the general meaning of bread. Consequently, the 
bread which we partake of in the communion is not a representa- 
tion of the Lord’s body, but the Lord’s flesh itself; for he did 
not say, The bread which I give you is a representation of my 
flesh, but, It is my flesh (Theoph.). 

Which I will give for the life of the world: An allegorical expres- 
sion about the Messiah's sacrifice on the cross. The Lord’s flesh 
was offered up by him on the cross, as a true sacrifice to God for 
the redemption of the sins of this world, as a transforming sacri- 
fice for the sin of him who brought it. Since this sacrifice on 
the cross on Golgotha is still ahead, the Lord speaks of it in the 
future. I will give for the life of the world, that is, that 
the world may be spiritually alive in union with God who is 
reconciled through this sacrifice. A means for attaining this 
life is the faith in the redeeming death of Messiah, the God-man ; 
by dint of this faith the whole world would receive this life, if 
the whole world believed in it, since the redeeming sacrifice was 
brought by Christ for all men, for the whole world, for the life 
of the whole world, which heretofore was estranged from God 
and consequently abided in spiritual death on account of the sin 
for which the conciliating sacrifice had not yet been brought by 
the son of God. Here we already see clearly an indication by the 
Lord of the paschal lamb, which his hearers were soon to eat on 
the approaching feast of the passover ; in the next division this 
indication is even clearer and more determined. The Lord 
teaches about himself as the paschal lamb which has taken upon 
itself the sins of the whole world; the paschal lamb was only an 
emblem of this lamb. The Lord now, before the passover, ex- 
plains to his hearers that the time of figures has passed, that 
truth itself is at hand; the partaking of the paschal lamb would 
give way to the partaking of the body of Christ, which was 
offered as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. In view of 
this contention, the Lord confirms the discourse, defining it much 
more clearly by private features, and pointing to the necessity of 
what he has been speaking, but without replying to their ques- 
tion how, for with the carnal tendency of their spirit it would be 
impossible for them to understand it. 

Except you eat, etc.: The answer, by its external composition, 
resembles the answer to Nicodemus about the regeneration (iii. 
3-5). As there the expression, Born again, in response to the 
question how? is explained by a complement, Born of water and 
ef the Spirit; so here the expression, The bread is my flesh, is 
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explained by the complement, Eat my flesh, and drink my blood, 
and in neither case is the indication of the necessity of the action 
explained by how it is to be. The connection of the answer with 
the question is this: You do not comprehend how I will give 
you my flesh to eat? You will not understand it now; but I 
tell you an incontestable truth (verily, verily), that the eating of 
my flesh and the drinking of my blood are absolutely necessary 
for the attaining of the eternal life; he who will not do so will 
not have eternal life. 

The expression, To eat my flesh, with the complementary, To 
drink my blood, more clearly still than before points to his death, 
as a sacrifice for the sin of the world, and at the same time to 
the paschal lamb, which was shortly to be eaten. It is true, the 
blood of the paschal lamb was not a part of the paschal supper, 
but in the event which was memorized by the paschal supper, 
and in that which was transformed by it, the blood had an essen- 
tial significance. Upon leaving Egypt the door-posts and thresh- 
olds of the Jewish habitations were smeared with it as a sign that 
their first-born were saved from the hand of the destroying angel, 
and at the killing of the paschal lamb in the temple, the horns of 
the altar, which reminded men of the door-posts and thresholds 
of the Jewish houses, were sprinkled with its blood. At the 
paschal supper the blood was symbolically represented by the 
wine. Since the paschal lamb was emblematic of Christ, as 
the liberation of the Jews from Egypt was an emblem of the re- 
demption of the world, we must see in the words of Christ, Is 
meat, and, Drink his blood, a substitution of Christ's flesh for 
the allegorical paschal lamb, and of the blood of Christ for the 
symbolical wine at the paschal supper. It is a new passover 
which the Lord prophetically foreshows in the present discourse. 
The blood, as protecting against death, as a symbol of which was 
the preservation by the blood of the paschal lamb of the first- 
born of the Jews from the hand of the destroying angel; the 
flesh, as sustaining life, the symbol of which was the partaking 
of the fiesh of the paschal lamb, consequently, in general, the 
preservation from death and the communication of life, —in 
these two facts is the whole idea of the redemption realized. 
Consequently, he who wants to apply to himself the redemption, 
which was accomplished by Christ in his death on the cross, 
must eat his flesh and drink his blood, or else he will not be a 
participant of this redemption, or, in other words, he will not 
have life, that is, eternal life, and will remain unredeemed, that 
is, will abide in eternal death, in estrangement from communion 
with God. 
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He that eateth my flesh, etc. : The same idea as in the preceding 
verse is expressed, only in a positive sense, as a promise. 

And I will raise hin: The Lord turns the vision of the be- 
lievers. to the last aim, to which this promise of giving the eier- 
nal life through the eating of his flesh and blood is to extend, 
__to the resurrection, after which there will be the eternal, that 
is, the blessed life. The relation of these words, I will raise, 
etc., to what precedes is as follows: He who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has in him eternal life, by dint of which I will 
not cause him to perish, but will raise him in the last day. 

For my flesh, etc.: A foundation both of a negative and a posi- 
tive assurance of the necessity of eating the flesh of the son of 
man, and of drinking his blood. This is necessary, because this, 
and this alone, is the true meat and the true drink, that is, com- 
municates true life to.men, eternal life. He who eats every 
other meat, and drinks every other drink is subject to death; 
the Lord’s body and blood give immortality. With these words 
he wants to assure them of what he has said, so that they may 
not regard his words as a riddle or parable, but shall know that 
it is absolutely necessary to eat his body. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VIL., pp. 190-192): 


Comme il y est question de manger Ja chair et de boire le 
sang de Christ, il s’est trouvé de tout temps des commentateurs 
qui y ont vu une allusion directe a la sainte-Cene. Les théolo- 
giens réformés surtout insistaient sur ce rapprochement parce 
qwils y voyaient la confirmation directe (v. 63) de leur concep- 
tion du sacrement. Nous ne saurions cependant admettre qwil 
puisse y avoir dans notre texte une allusion directe @ la sainte- 
Céne, parce que celle-ci n’était pas encore instituée et que Jésus 
parle d’une condition du salut qu’il s’agissait de remplir dés ce 
moment-la; les deux phrases: celui qui croit a Ja vie éternelle 
(v. 47), et: celui qui mange de ce pain (qui est ma chair) vivra 
éternellement, sont absolument identiques pour le sens, malgré 
la diversité de la forme; manger la chair de Christ, est la for- 
mule figurée et symbolique pour croire en lui, par la raison que 
croire, cest s’unirz, s’assimilier intimement, entiérement. Entre 
la simple chair (v. 51) et la chair et le sang (v. 58), il n’y a pas la 
moindre différence. La seconde phrase est plus compléte ; c’est 
une locution usuelle pour désigner ’homme, soit d’aprés sa 
nature physique seule (1 Cor. xv. 50), soit comme personne 
(Matth. xvi. 17. Gal. i. 16), mais ici elle n’introduit aucun élé- 
ment nouveau; toutes les deux équivalent au seul mot pain, au 
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commencement (v. 51) comme a la fin (v. 58) du morceau. Du 
reste, l’évangéliste ne parlant nulle part de la Céne dans son livre, 
aurait été yolontairement inintelligible pour ses lecteurs, pour 
ne pas dire que Jésus laurait été bien davantage si telle avait 
été son arriére pensée. I] peut étre permis & la théologie de se 
servir de notre texte pour l’appliquer, par analogie, au sacrement, 
et pour jeter, par ce rapprochement, quelque lumiére sur une 
institution au sujet de laquelle les textes scriptuaires sont ex- 
trémement peu explicites. Mais l’exégese ne peut que constater 
que le nétre n’est pas écrit dans ce but spécial. (A loceasion de 
la Céne, il est parlé du corps de Christ et non de sa chair.) 

Une opinion plus généralement répandue parmi les commenta- 
teurs, est celle qui voit dans notre 5le verset une allusion & la 
mort de Christ considérée éomme base, cause ou moyen du salut. 
On trouve la preuve directe de cette interprétation, d’abord dans 
la mention expresse du sang, ensuite dans la phrase : que je don- 
nerai (au futur). Que le Nouveau Testament, d’un bout a Vautre, 
considére la mort sanglante du Christ comme la condition du 
salut des hommes, cela ne saurait étre ’objet d’un doute, et s’il_ 
en était question ici, il n’y aurait la rien qui dtit nous surpren- 
dre. Nous pensons méme qu’avec le texte vulgaire, qui dit: le 
pain que je donnerai, c’est ma chair que je donnerai pour la vie 
du monde, Vallusion & la mort serait trop directe pour pourvoir 
étre contestée. Mais ce second: que je donnerai, manque dans 
d’anciens témoins et pourrait bien avoir été ajouté pour com- 
pléter une phrase en apparence défectueuse. Or, le reste donne 
un sens parfait sans cette allusion spéciale, qui est étrangére & 
tout le discours. Nous avons déja dit que chair et sang ne disent 
pas plus ici que chair tout court; cette derniére locution n’est 
jamais employée pour parler de la mort de Christ; le futur du 
y. 51 (Je pain que je donnerai) ne se rapporte pas & ’événement 
unique de sa mort, mais & la communion de foi qui se reproduira 
pour chaque individu en son temps. Les phrases: manger la 
chair du Fils (v. 53), me manger (v. 57), manger ce pain (v. 58), 
sont évidemment synonymes, et signifient: demeurer en lui, et 
le faire demeurer en soi (v. 58), c’est-’-dire croire, et avoir ainsi 
la vie en soi (vy. 53), une vie désormais permanente, qui implique la 
résurrection (vy. 54). Dans tout cela il n’y a pas un mot de 
la mort de Christ. Et s’il était vrai que le sang doit @tre spé- 
cialement rapporté & cette mort, il s’en suivrait que les phrases 
des y. 57 et 58 seraient incompletes et insuffisantes. 


This discussion is correct in its analysis of the church 
teaching, but is faulty in that it recognizes the transla- 
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tion, I will give for the life of the world, as having no 
meaning whatsoever, and still more, in that it ascribes to 
these words the meaning of the redemption, that is, in 
assuming that Jesus is talking nonsense. 


52. ~Eudyovrce ody 
apos addHdous ol *Tou- 
dato, Aéyovres, Ids dv- 
varat odTos nuly dovvat 
Thy cdpka payely ; 

53. Ebrev odv abrots 6 
"Inoods, “Auhy duhv ré- 
yu vpiv, Bay uh paynre 
Thy odpka Tot viod Tod 
dvOpwrov, Kal inte av- 
rod To alua, ovK exeTE 
fwhy év éavrots. 

54. 'O rpwywrv jou 
Thy odpka, Kal mivwy 
pov TO alua, exer (why 
aimmov, Kal éyw dva- 
othow avroy TH éoxaTn 
npEpe. 

55. ‘H yap odp& wou 
anOGs ear BpBors, kal 
7d aiud mov ddnb@s éore 
moots. 

56. ‘O rpdéywv pov 
Thy odpKka, Kal mlvwy 
pov TO alua, év euol mé- 
vel, Kaya év adT@. 

57. Kadas daréoredé 
pe 6 fv maTnp, Kayo 
€& 6a Tov warépa: Kal 6 
Tpwywv me, KaKEelvos &7- 
cera O¢ eyed. 

58. Otrés éoriy 6 dp- 
Tos 6 €k TOD ovpavod 
KaTaBds: od Kabws epa- 
yov of marépes buady Td 
pavva, Kal adré0avov: 6 
Tpwywy ToUTOY TOV ApToV 
Sjnoerar els Tov alidva. 


John vi. 52. The Jews 
therefore strove among 
themselves, saying, How 
can this man give us his 
flesh to eat? 


53. Then Jesus said 
unto them, Verily, ver- 
ily, I say unto you, Ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you.¢ 


54. Whoso eateth? my4 
flesh and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up 
at the last day.¢ 


55. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed.e 


56. He that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, 
and Lin him.f 


57. As the living 
Father hath sent me, 
and I live by the Father; 
so he that eateth me, 
even he shall live by me. 


58. This is that bread 
which came down from 
heaven: not as your 
fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead: he that 
eateth of this bread 
shall live for ever.g 


52. And the Jews be- 

an to murmur among 
themselves, and _ said, 
How can he give us meat 
to eat? 


53. And Jesus said to 
them, Verily, I tell you, 
If you do not eat the 
flesh of the son of man, 
and drink his blood, 
there will be no life in 
you. 


54. He who eats his 
flesh and drinks his 
blood has non-temporal 
life. 


55. For my flesh is 
food indeed, and my 
blood is true drink. 


56. He who eats my 
flesh and drinks _ my 
blood is in me, and 
am in him. 


57. And as the living 
Father has sent me, and 
I live by the Father; so 
he who eats me is spirit, 
ana he will live only by 
my will. 


58. Such is the bread 
which came down from 
heaven; not as your 
fathers ate the manna, 
and died. He who will 
chew this bread, will 
live a non-temporal life. 


(a) Before this Jesus said that the bread which comes 
from heaven, that is, the law of God, is for him this, that 
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he gives his carnal life for the life of the spirit, — this is 
the heavenly bread which he teaches. Flour bread is the 
food of the life of the world; the bread, the carnal life 
itself, is the food of the spirit. And now he says that 
the flesh and the blood, in which, according to the concep- 
tions of the Jews, life was, must serve as food for the 
spirit. Food, bread, is needed for the carnal life, but the 
whole carnal life is only food for the non-temporal life. 

(0) Tp@yw, to gnaw, chew. 

(¢) An interpolation. 

(d) Many texts read avrod, and not pov. 

(e) My body and blood are indeed only food and drink 
of the spirit. 

This comprehension is the consciousness of my life. 

Every one who lives, lives only by expending his bodily 
life, whether he wishes, thinks, or works; every action 
of life is the eating up of his flesh and blood, a movement 
in the direction of annihilating the flesh. 

(f) He who eats my flesh, that which. wears out my 
body, — what is it? this is the source of everything, this 
is God. This is the comprehension, the beginning of 
everything, and I myself. I am in it, and it is in me. 

(g) And as I live in the flesh by the will of somebody, 
— of the Father of life, as he calls the source of every- 
thing, — even so this comprehension will live by my will, 
by my comprehension. This idea is expressed in the 
following: 


John xii. 24. You know your- 


24. ’Aunhy duhv révyw 
buiv, “Eav wh 6 Koxkos 
Tov olrov mecwy els THY 
viv amobdvyn, atros uo- 
vos wéver: éav O¢ drodary, 
Twovv Kaproyv pépet. 

25. ‘O pirGv rhy Wo- 
xv avrov amohéce av- 
Thy: Kal 6 moody Thy Wu- 
xhv abrod év TO Kbouw 
TovTw, els fwhv alwmor 
prurdéea airy. 


24. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, 
Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit. 


25. He that loveth his 
life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in 
this world shall keep it 
unto life eternal.¢ 


selves that if a kernel of 
wheat falls into the 
ground and does not 
die, it remains. But if 
it dies, it brings forth a 
great increase. 


25. He who loves his 
soul will cause it to per- 
ish; and he who does not 
love his soul in this 
world will keep it for 
ever. 
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(a) These verses from the farewell discourse directly 
explain the idea of what precedes, and so I place them 


here. 


59, Tadra eirev év 
cuvaywy)n dudoKwy év 
Karepvaovu. 

60. IfoNdol ofy dKov- 
cavres €k THY mabnT av 
avroo eimov, DZkAnpds 
éoriv otros 6 Nbyos: Ths 
Svvarat avrov a&Kovety ; 

61. Bldas dé 6’ Inoods 
év éavT@, bTe yoyyucougs 
mepi TobTov ol mabnral 
avrov, eimev avrors, Tov- 
To Wuas oxavdant(er ; 

62. "Eav ody Oewphre 
rov vidv Tod dvOpwirou 
avaBalvovra Srov Hv Td 
1 pOTEpor ; 

63. Td mvedud éore 
To fworroody, 7 caps ovK 
dperel ovdév' TA Phat a 
& eye) NANG bytv, wvedud 
éoTt Kal (wh éoTev. 


John wi. 59. These 
things said he in the 
synagogue, as he taught 
in Capernaum. 

60. Many therefore of 
his disciples, when they 
had heard this, said, 
This is a hard saying; 
who can hear it? 


61. When Jesus knew 
in himself that his dis- 
ciples murmured at it, 
he said unto them, Doth 
this offend you? 


62. What and if ye 
shall see the Son of man 
ascend up where he was 
before? 


63. It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and 
they are life. 


59. He spoke these 
things, as he taught in 
an assembly in Caper- 
naum. 

60. Many of his dis- 
ciples heard it, and said, 
This is a hard saying. 
Who can understand it? 


61. And Jesus divined 
that his disciples were 
murmuring about it, 
and he said to them, 
You are disturbed, 


62. Because you see 
that the son of man is 
becoming what he was 
before. 


63. The spirit lives, but 
the body is not good for 
anything. The words 
which [ told you are 
that there is spirit, and 
there is life. 


(a) There ought to be no punctuation-mark here. *Edv 
is used by John in the sense of when, that. Jesus says, 
What offends you is that you see that the son of man is 
God. 


THE EXECUTION OF THE LAW GIVES TRUE LIFE 


And Jesus was sorry for men, because they perished 
not knowing wherein the true life was, and suffered and 
were harassed, themselves not knowing why, like aban- 
doned sheep without a shepherd. And.Jesus says to the 
people, You worry about the life of the flesh: you are 
hitched to a wagon which you cannot pull, and have put 
on a yoke which was not made for you. Comprehend 
my teaching and follow it, and you will know rest and 
joy in life. I give you another yoke and another wagon, 
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— spiritual life. Hitch yourselves to it, and you will 
learn of rest and bliss from me. 

You must be meek and humble, and then you will find 
bliss in your life, for my teaching is a yoke which is made 
for you, and the execution of my teaching is a light 
wagon, made according to your strength. 

And Jesus went through cities and villages, and taught 
all the blessedness of life according to the will of God. 
Then he chose seventy men from among those who were 
near to him, and sent them to those places where he 
wanted himself to be. He said to them, Many men do 
not know the good of the true life, —TI am sorry for all 
of them and wish to teach all, but as the master is not 
able to attend to the harvest of the whole field, so I can- 
not attend to it. Go to different cities, and in all places 
announce the coming of God and the law of God. Say 
that to be blessed one must be a vagrant, and that the 
law is all in five rules against evil: (1) not to be angry ; 
(2) not to commit debauchery ; (3) not to swear, to make 
no promises whatever; (4) not to resist evil, not to go to 
court; and (5) not to make any distinction between men, 
and to disregard kings and kingdoms. 

And so execute these rules yourselves. First of all, be 
mendicants, vagrants. Take nothing with you, neither 
scrip, nor bread, nor money. All you must have is 
raiment on your body, and footgear. Announce the 
blessedness of the mendicants, and so, above all, be an 
example of mendicancy. Choose no hosts to stop with, 
but stay in whatever house you enter first. When you 
come into the house, greet the hosts. If they receive 
you, all is well; and if not, go to another house. You 
will be hated for what you will say, and they will attack 
and drive you away. And if they drive you away, go to 
another village; and if they drive you from it, go to an- 
other still. They will drive you, as wolves drive the 
sheep, but do not lose your courage and do not weaken to 
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the last hour. And they will take you into court and 
will iudge you, and flog you, and take you before the 
officers, that you may justify yourselves before them. 
And when they will take you to court, do not lose your 
courage, and do not think what you are going to say. 
The spirit of God will tell you what to say. Before you 
will have gone through all the cities, men will understand 
your teaching, and will turn to you. 

Be not afraid. What is hidden in the souls of men 
will come out. What you will tell to two or three will 
be scattered among thousands. Above all, do not fear 
those who may kill your body. What of it if they kill 
your body? They can do nothing to your soul. So do 
not fear them. Fear this, that your body and soul may not 
perish, if you depart from the law. This is what you want 
to fear. 

For one cent you can buy five sparrows, and even they 
do not die without the will of God. And a hair of the 
head will not fall without the will of God, so what are 
you to fear, if you are in the will of God? God will be 
with him who before men will be one with the will of 
God; but who before men will renounce the will of God, 
him God will renounce also. Not all will believe in my 
teaching, that it is necessary to be a mendicant, a vagrant, 
not to be angry, not to commit debauchery, not to swear, not 
to judge or go to court, not to wage war. And those who 
will not believe will hate it, because it deprives them of 
what they like, and there will be dissension. 

My teaching will, like a fire, burn up the world. And 
so there must be dissension in the world. There will be 
dissension in every house. Father will be against son, 
mother against daughter, and the housefolk will be haters 
of those who will understand my teaching. And they 
will kill them. For he who will understand my teach- 
ing will see no meaning in his father, or mother, or wife, o1 
children, or. ali his property. He who thinks more of his 
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father or mother than of my teaching has not compre- 
hended my teaching. He who is not at all times ready 
for all kinds of sufferings of the flesh is not my disciple. 
He who will care for this carnal life will cause the true 
life to perish, and he who will cause this carnal life to 
perish according to my teaching will save his life. 

The seventy disciples went out over the cities and vil- 
lages, and did what Jesus had commanded. When they 
returned, they told Jesus with joy, The devilish teaching 
about anger, adultery, oaths, judgments, and wars is 
everywhere giving way before us. 

And Jesus said to them, Do not rejoice because the evil 
is yielding to you, but because you are in the will of God. 

And then Jesus rejoiced on account of the power of the 
spirit, and said, From the fact that my disciples have 
understood me and that the evil is vanquished by them, 
I see that thou art the highest spirit, — the beginning of 
everything, truly the Father of men,— because what the 
wise and learned men could not understand with all their 
learning, the unreasoning have comprehended by recogniz- 
ing themselves to be the children of the Father. And 
thou, as the Father, hast disclosed everything to them, 
through the love which is between a father and his son. 
Everything which a man needs to know is disclosed to 
him through the love of the Father for the son and of the 
son for the Father. Only him who recognizes himself as 
the son does the Father recognize. 

And the people of his house came and wanted to bind 
him, for they thought that he was mad. 

And the Pharisees and the lawyers came from Jeru- 
salem, and said, He is mad: he wants to mend a lesser 
evil with a greater evil. That there may be no mendi- 
cants, he wants to make all men mendicants, and he wants 
nobody to be punished, and the robbers to kill everybody, 
and to have no wars, though then the enemies will kill 
everybody. 


362 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


And he said, You say that my teaching is evil, and 
at the same time you say that I destroy the evil. That 
cannot be, for evil cannot be destroyed by evil. If I des- 
troy evil, my teaching cannot be evil, for evil cannot go 
against itself. If evil went against itself, there would 
be no evil. You cast out the evil according to your law. 
How do you cast out the evil? By the law of Moses, 
and this law is from God. But I cast out the evil with 
the spirit of God, which has always been in you. It is 
only for this reason that I can expel the evil. And the fact 
that I expel evil is a proof to you that my teaching is 
true, and that the spirit of God is in men and is stronger 
than the carnal lusts. If that did not exist, it would not 
be possible to vanquish the lust of evil, as it is impossible 
to enter the house of a strong man and rob it. To rob 
the house of a strong man, it is necessary first to bind the 
man. And thus are men bound by the spirit of God. 

He who is not with me is against me. He who does 
not harvest in the field only loses the corn, for he who 
is not with me is not with the spirit of God, —he is an 
adversary of the spirit. 

And so I tell you that every human mistake and every 
false interpretation will be forgiven, but the false inter- 
pretation about the spirit of God will not be forgiven. If 
a man says a word against another, that will pass; but 
if he will say a word against what is holy in man, — 
against the spirit of God, that will not pass unnoticed ; 
scold me as much as you please, but do not call evil the 
good which I am doing. Man will not be forgiven for 
calling the good evil, that is, the works which I do. One 
has to be with the spirit of God, or against it. 

Either consider the tree good, and its fruit good, or 
consider it bad, and its fruit bad, for by its fruit is the 
tree esteemed. You see me expel evil, consequently my 
teaching is good. Every man who expels evil, no mat- 
ter what his teaching may be, cannot be against us, but 
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: with us, for one can expel evil only with the spirit of 
od. 

After that Jesus came for the holiday to Jerusalem. 
And there was then a pool in Jerusalem. And they said 
about this pool that an angel stepped into it, and that 
caused the water of the pool to well up, and if one leaped 
into the water immediately after it began to well up, he 
was cured from whatever disease he may have had. 

And there were porches built around this pool. And 
on these porches lay all kinds of sick people, waiting for 
the water in the pool to well up, in order to leap into it. 

Jesus came to the pool, aud saw a man lying on a 
porch. Jesus asked who he was. The man told him 
that he had been ailing for thirty-eight years, and that he 
had been waiting for a long time to be the first to leap 
into the pool, after the water had begun to well up, but 
that he could never succeed, for others got in before him. 

Jesus looked at him, and said, In vain dost thou wait 
here for a miracle from the angel. There are no miracles. 
There is one miracle, and that is, that God has given life 
to men, and it is necessary to live with all one’s powers. 
Do not wait for anything at this pool, but take thy bed, 
and live according to the divine law, according to the 
strength which God will give thee. 

The sick man obeyed him, and got up and went away. 

Jesus said to him, Thou seest thyself that thou hast 
the strength. See to it that thou wilt not believe again 
in all this deception. Do not make this error again, but 
live according to the power which God gives thee. 

And the man went and told everybody what had hap- 
pened to him. And all those who had been working the 
deception of the pool and were making a living thereby 
grew angry, and they did not know how to wreak their 
vengeance and to annoy the sick man and Jesus for 
having disclosed their deception. They found a pretext 
for doing so in its being a Sabbath, for on the Sabbath it 
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was not permitted, according to their law, to work. At 
first they attacked the sick man, and said, How didst thou 
dare take up thy bed on the Sabbath? Jt is not lawful 
to work on the Sabbath. 

The sick man said to them, He who raised me up told 
me to take up the bed. 

They said, Who ordered thee to do so ? 

He said, I do not know. A man came up to me and 
went away again. 

The Pharisees made their way to Jesus, and, finding 
him, they said, How couldst thou order the man to rise 
and take up his bed on a Sabbath ? 

To this Jesus said to them, My Father never stops 
working, and so I will never stop working, whether it be 
a week-day or a Sabbath. The Sabbath did not make 
man, but man made the Sabbath. 

Then the Jews grew angrier still, because he dared to 
call God his Father. And they attacked him, and Jesus 
replied to them, A man could not do anything of himself, 
if God the Father —the spirit of God in man — did not 
point out to him what to do. God, the Father of man, 
lives and works always, and man lives and works always. 
God the Father gave men reason for their own good, and 
showed them what is good and what bad. 

Just as God gives life, so also the spirit of God gives 
life. God the Father does not choose and decide any- 
thing himself, but, having taught men what is good and 
what bad, he leaves everything to man to do, so that men 
may honour the spirit of God and obey it within them- 
selves, as they honour and obey God. He who does not 
honour the spirit of God in himself does not honour God. 
You must understand that he who has completely aban- 
doned himself to my teaching has exalted the spirit in 
himself, and in it reposes his life, he has non-temporal 
life and is already freed from death. It is clear that now 
the dead, having comprehended the meaning of their life, 
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that they are the sons of God, will live. For as God is 
alive in himself, so is the son alive in himself. The free- 
dom of the choice is the same as that the spirit of God is 
in man, -—it is the whole man. 

Do not marvel at this teaching; the time has come 
when all mortals will be divided. Some, who do good 
will find life, and those who do evil will be destroyed. 

I cannot choose anything of myself. What I have 
comprehended from the Father, that I choose. My choice 
is correct, if I do not hold to my own wish, but to the 
meaning which I have comprehended from the Father. 
If I were the only one to assure you that I am right, 
because I want it to be so, you might not have believed 
me. But there is another who gives the assurance about 
me, — that 1 am doing right. That is the spirit of God, 
and you know that this assurance is true. 

You see by my works that the Father has sent me. 
God the Father has shown concerning me in your souls 
and in the Scriptures. You have not comprehended his 
voice, and you have not known him, You have not his 
firm comprehension within you, for you do not believe 
that which he has sent, — the spirit of God in your souls. 

Try to comprehend it: you expect to find life in your 
souls, and you will find there within you the spirit of 
God. 

But you will not believe me that you will have life. 

I esteem little your praying in your temples, and your 
observing the fasts and the Sabbaths according to human 
laws; the true love of the true God is not in you. 

I teach you in the name of my Father and of yours, 
but you do not understand me. If a man will teach you 
in his own name, you will believe him. What can you 
rely upon, since you receive your sayings from one another, 
and do not seek the teaching .as to the Father of the son. 
I am not the only one who shows you that you are 
wrong before your Father. That same Moses, in whom 
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you trust, shows you that you are wrong and do not 
understand him. If you relied on what Moses said, you 
would rely also on what I tell you. If you do not rely 
on his writings, you will not believe my teaching, either. 

And that they might understand it, that they might 
understand that it is possible to enter into the will of God 
without an effort, he told them a parable: A king received 
an inheritance. In order to receive this inheritance, the 
king had for a time to depart from his kingdom. And so 
the king went away. 

But before his departure he distributed his possessions 
among his subjects, giving to each according to his ability : 
to one five talents, to another two, to a third one, and he 
commanded them to work without him and to gain by 
these talents as much as each could. 

When the king went away, each man did with his 
property whatever he could. Some worked, and he who 
had five talents earned other five talents; another with 
his one talent gained ten more; others with their two 
talents gained two, or with their one gained five more or 
only one more; and others again did not work with the 
money given to them by their master, but hid the money 
away in the ground. Those who had taken five talents 
had the five talents left; those who had taken two had 
two, and those who had taken one had one left. And 
others again, who did not work with the master’s money, 
did not want to appear before the king, but sent word to 
him that they did not wish to be under his power. 

When the time came, the king returned into his king- 
dom, and he called all his subjects to give accounts 
of themselves, what each had done with what had been 
given him. 

And one servant came, the one to whom five talents 
had been given, and he said, With the five talents I have 
gained five more. And another came, to whom one tal- 
ent had been given, and he said, Here, with the one talent 
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I have gained ten more. And then came he who had 
received two talents, and he brought two more, and the 
one who had received one brought five more. And still 
another to whom one talent had been given brought one 
more. 

And the master praised them all alike and rewarded 
them alike. He said to all alike, I see that you are good 
and faithful servants: you have worked over my pos- 
sessions, and so I receive you as equal participants in 
what is mine. We shall rule together. 

After that came those subjects who had not worked 
over the master’s possessions. And one of them said, 
Master, thou gavest me a talent at thy departure. I 
know that thou art a hard man and wantest to take 
from us what thou hast not given us, and so I was 
afraid of thee and from fear hid away thy talent. 
Here it is in full. What thou hast given me I return 
to thee. And others who had received five talents, 
and those who had received ten talents, brought back 
the master’s talents, and they said the same to him. 

Then the master said to them, Foolish people! You 
say that out of fear of me you hid your talents in the 
ground and did not work with them. If you knew that 
I was a hard man and will take what I have not given, 
why did you not try to do what I commanded ? 

If you had worked with my talent, your possessions 
would have been increased, and you would have done 
my will, and I might have had mercy on you, and you: 
would not have fared worse. But now you have not got 
away from my power anyway. 

And the master took the talents away from those who 
had not worked with them, and told his servants to give 
them to those who had gained more. 

And the servants’ said, Master, they have enough as it 
is. But the king said, Give to those who have earned 
for me, for to him who looks after his own it shall be 
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added, and from him who does not look after his own 
even the last shall be taken from him. 

But drive away these foolish and lazy servants. Let 
them not be here. And drive away those also who sent 
word to me that they did not want to be in my power, 
and let them not be here. 

This king is the beginning of life, —the spirit. The 
world is the kingdom, but he does not himself govern the 
kingdom, but, like a peasant, he casts out the seed and 
leaves it alone. And the field brings forth blades, ears, 
and kernels of its own accord. The talent is the com- 
prehension in every man. God the spirit has put the 
comprehension in every man, and leaves men to live 
according to their will. 

God himself decides nothing, but having instructed 
man in everything, leaves it to every man to decide for 
himself. Not all have the same talent, but each receives 
according to his ability. Not to all is the same compre- 
hension given, but it is given, and for God there is no 
greater and no lesser. All God needs is work over the 
comprehension. Some work with the talent of their 
master; others do not work for their master; others 
again do not work and do not acknowledge the master. 
Some men live by the comprehension ; others do not live 
by it; and others again do not acknowledge it. The 
master comes back and asks for an account. That is 
the temporal death and accounting of life. Some come 
‘and say that they have worked with the talent, and they 
enter into the life of the master. And the master does 
not count who has worked more, and who less. All 
become alike participants in the life of the master. He 
who accepts the comprehension has life. 

He who has the comprehension and relies on him who 
has sent it has non-temporal life and knows no death: 
he has passed into life. Others come and say that they 
have not worked with the talent: they do not refuse the 
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talent ; they only say that there is no sense in working, 
for, whether they work or not, they will meet with 
punishment. They know the severity of the master. 
Other men have the comprehension, but do not rely 
on it. They say to themselves, Whether I work or 
not, I shall die, and nothing will be left, and so there 
is no sense doing anything with it. To this the king 
says, If thou knowest that I am severe, thou oughtest so 
much the more to have done my will. Why did you 
not try to do it? If men know that temporal death 
is inevitable, why should they not try to live by the 
doing of the will of God,—by the comprehension ? 
And the king says, Take the talent from them, and give 
it to those who have. It makes no difference to the king 
where the talents are, so long as they are, just as it 
makes no difference to the peasant what kernel will 
bring forth ears, so long as he has a harvest. If the 
comprehension gives life to men according to their will, 
then those who do not hold it cannot live and stand out- 
side of life. And after the temporal death nothing will 
be left of them. Andof the men who do not acknowl- 
edge the king’s power, the king says, Throw those men 
out. These other men not only fail to work with the 
comprehension and life, but even despise the Father of 
the spirit who has given it to them, — they, too, cannot 
live, and are also destroyed with death. 


THE FOOD OF LIFE. 


CHAPTER VI. 


MAN LIVES NOT 


BY BREAD ALONE. 


OF THE CARNAL AND THE SPIRITUAL KINSHIP 


46. "Ere 6é abvrot 
Aadodvros Tots dxNous, 
(dov7, 7 wnTnp Kal ol 
adedpol avrov eiotHKeEL- 
cay ew, (nrodvres att @ 
Aahjoa. 

47. Hire 6é tis a’ro, 
*Td00, 4 wAtnp cov kal 
ol ddeApol cov iw éorn- 
Kaot, (ntovvrés gor a- 
joa. 

48. ‘O 62 drroxpibels 
elre T@ eiwdvTe avTe@, 
Tis éorw  untnp pov; 
kal Tlyes elaly of ddedpol 
Mou ; 

49. Kal éxrelvas thy 


xetpa avrod él ods 
pwabynras avrod eirev, 


ldod 7 pnrnp mov kal 
ol ddedpol pov. 

50. Ocris yap av 
mwomjon TO Oéknua Tod 
marpos “ou TOU év ovpa- 
vots, abros jou ddeNpds 
kal adehpn Kal munTnp 
€oTiv. 


Matt. xii. 46. While 
he yet talked to the peo- 
ple, behold, his mother 
and his brethren stood 
without, desiring to 
speak with him. 


47, Then one said unto 
him, Behold, thy mother 
and thy brethren stand 
without, desiring to 
speak with thee. 


48. But he answered 
and said unto him that 
told him, Who is my 
mother? and who are 
my brethren? 


49. And he stretched 
forth his hand toward 
his disciples, and said, 
Behold my mother and 
my brethren! 


50. For whosoever 
shall do the will of my 
Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and 
mother. 


46. And while he 
talked, his mother and 
his brothers came up 
and stood at a distance, 
wishing to speak with 
him, 


47. A man saw them, 
and said to him, Tby 
mother and thy brothers 
are standing a little wa 
off: they want to spea 
with thee. 


48. And he said, Who 
is My mother ? and who 
are my brothers ? 


49. And he pointed 
with his hand to his dis- 
ciples and said, Here 
are my mother and my 
brothers. : 


50. For he who does 
the will of God my Fa- 
ther is my brother, and 
my sister, and my 
mother. 


‘ 


Before this it said that for the true life there can be 
no place, no other care than life; there can be no consid- 
erations of what is done, of the past, of the temporal; 
now it says that there can be no other communion 
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between men than the union in the will of God, which 


1s one for all. 


The nearness of men to the kingdom of 


God depends only on the oneness in the will of God. 


27. ’Eyévero 88 ép 
T@ héyew abroy Taira, 
éerdpacd Tis yur pwvhy 
éx Tov 8x Nov eizrev atTa, 
Makapla 7 kowNla 4 Ba- 
oTdoacd oe, kal waorTol 
ods €OnX\acas. 

28. <Adréds 6é eize, 
Mevoty waxdprior of dxov- 
ovtes Tov Nbyov Tod 
Gceod Kal gvdAdoocovTes 
avrov. 

57. “Eyévero 6€ mro- 
pevonévwy avra@yv, év TH 
60@ eiré Tis pds adbrov, 
*AkoNovOjow cor dou 
av darépxy, Kvpte. 

58. Kal eirev ait@ 6 
*Inoots, Ai d\drexes gw- 
Aeods Exovor, Kal Ta 
TeTELVa TOU ovpavod 
KaTacknvmoes: 6 dé vids 
Tov dvOpwrouv ovK exer 
Tov THY Keparny Kbyp. 


Luke xi. 27. Ana it 
came to pass, as he spake 
these things, a certain 
woman of the company 
lifted up her voice, and 
said unto him, Blessed 
is the womb that bare 
thee, and the paps which 
thou hast sucked. 


28. But he said, Yea, 
rather, blessed are they 
that hear the word of 
God, and keep it.« 


Luke ix. 57. And it 
came to pass, that, as 
they went in the way,a 
certain man said unto 
him, Lord, I will follow 
thee whithersoever thou 
goest. 

58. And Jesus said 
unto him, Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head.? 


27. And it happened, 
as he said this, a woman 
from among the people 
lifted up: her voice, and 
said to him, Blessed is 
the womb that bore thee, 
and the teats which thou 
hast sucked. 


28. But he said, Bless- 
ed is he, who under- 
stands the comprebhen- 
sion of God and keeps 
it. 


57. And on the way a 
man said to Jesus, I will 
follow thee everywhere, 
my master. 


58. And Jesus said to 
him, Foxes have holes, 
and birds have nests; 
but the son of man hag 
no abiding place. 


(a) The good of life cannot depend on anybody ; 


nobody can transmit his good to another. 


The good 


is only the life of the comprehension. 
(b) There is a double meaning to this verse: one, that 


the son of man, in the sense of man, must not trouble 
himself about the place where he is; it makes no differ- 
ence where he is, provided he does not regard any partic- 
ular place as peculiarly his own. He must be a vagrant. 

The other, that the son of man — the spirit of God in 
man — is outside space, and that it is impossible to be 
where the son of man is, because it is everywhere and 
nowhere, 
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THE STORM ON THE LAKE 


22. Kal éyévero év 
mid «TOY TmepGy, Kal 
avrds évéBn els m)otov 
kat of pabnral avrod: 
kal elme mpos avrovs, 
ArcédOwuev els TO wépay 
Ths Nlwyys: Kal avyx- 
Onoav. 

23. Iedvrwy dé av- 
Tov apvmvwce. Kal KaTé- 
Bn atray dvéuov eis 
Thy Nwyny, kal cuve y- 
podvro, Kat éxivdvvevor. 

24, TlpoceNOdvres dé 
Sujyyerpav avrov, éyov- 
res, Emucrdra, émi- 
stata, dmrodtpeba. 6 
de évepdels 

25. Kime 6€ avrots, 
Tlod éorw ) mloris 
Up@r ; 

26. Kat Ayer adrois, 
Ti deol eore, ddvydmi- 
oTo.; 7OTE eyepbels erre- 
thunoe Tots aveuous Kal 
TH Oardcon, kal éyévero 
yadhvn meyadn. 


Jesus expresses no fear before earthly dangers. 


Luke viii. 22. Now it 
came to pass on a cer- 
tain day, that he went 
into a ship with his dis- 
ciples: and he said unto 
them, Let us go over 
unto the other side of 
the lake. And _ they 
launched forth. 


23. But as they sailed, 
he fell asleep : and there 
came down a storm of 
wind on the lake; and 
they were filled with 
water, and were in jeop- 


ardy. 

24. And they came to 
him, and awoke him, 
saying, Master, Master, 
we perish. Then he 
arose, 


25. And he said unto 


them, Where is your 
faith ? ; 
Matt. viii. 26. And he 


saith unto them, Why 
are ye fearful, O ye of 
little faith? Then he 
arose, and rebuked the 
winds and the sea; and 
there was a great calm. 


22. And one day he 
happened to go into a 
ship with his disciples, 
and he said to them, 
Let us sail to the other 
side of the lake, and 
they sailed away. 


23. And as they sailed, 
there rose agreatstorm, 
and came over the lake; 
and they were drenched, 
and they were in danger; 
but he slept inthe stern. 


24. And his disciples 
came to him and awoke 
him, saying, Teacher, 
teacher, we _ perish. 
Then he rose, 


25. And said to them, 
Where is your faith ? 


26. And he said to 
them, Why do you lose 
your courage, you of 
little faith? And he 
rebuked the wind and 
the sea; and the winds 
died down, and there 
was a calm. 


He 


sleeps, while the storm strikes against the ship and the 


rain washes it. 


When he is wakened and told that they 


are perishing, he is surprised and rebukes them. They 
said that they believed in the true life outside of time 
and space, and at the first opportunity they showed by 
their timidity before earthly calamities that they did not 


believe in it. 


As the cares for the burial of the fathers 


and for the order of the house, as the ties of kinship, as 
the relations to other people cannot affect the life of the 
spirit, so also the danger of earthly death, and earthly 
death itself, cannot interfere with the life of the spirit. 
And Jesus sleeps and, on awakening, remains calm. 
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34. My ofy pepiury- 
onre els THY avpioy- 4 
yap avpwv pepiuvioe 
Ta éauTis. dpxerdv TH 
NEPA H Kakla adrfs. 


59. Eire 652 smpds 
érepov, “AxodovOer ior. 
6 5é etzre, Kipue, érirpe- 
Woy wor ameOdvre rpd- 
Tov OdwWat tov marépa 
fou. 

60. Hire dé aire 6 
"Inoots, “Ades rods ve- 
Kpovs Pawar Tods éavT Oy 
vexpovs: ad dé dmedOay 
OudyyerXe Thy Bacidelav 
TOU Oeod. 

61. Hire kal érepos, 
"AkodovOhow oor, KUpLEe 
mp@rov dé éritpepdy jot 
amwordéacGat Tots els TOV 


oikdy you. 

62. Hire 6é& pds 
avrov 6 “Inoods, Ovdels 
ériBahov Thy xeElpa 


avrod én dporpor, Kal 
BrX\érwv eis Ta drlow, 
eVOerbs éotiv eis Thy 
Bacirelav rov Oeod. 


Matt. vi. 34. Take 
therefore no thought 
for the morrow:¢ for 
the morrow shall take 
thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient un- 
to the day is the evil 
thereof. 

Luke ix. 59. And he 
said unto another, Fol- 
low me. But he said, 
Lord, suffer me first to 
go and bury my father.? 


60. Jesus said unto 
him, Let the dead bury 
their dead: but go thou 
and preach the kingdom 
of God. 


61. And another also 
said, Lord, I will follow 
thee; but let me first go 
bid them farewell, which 
are at home at my house. 


62. And Jesus said un- 
to him, No man, having 
put his hand to the 
plough, and _ looking 
back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God. 
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34. Do not trouble 
yourselves about the 
future. Sufficient is the 
evil for the present. 


59. And to another 
Jesus said, Follow me. 
And that man said, 
Allow me first to go 
and bury my father. 


60. And Jesus said to 
him, Let the dead bury 
the dead, but you follow 
me, and announce the 
gospel of the Lord. 


61, And another man 
said, I will follow thee, 
but let me first attend 
to my house. 


62. And Jesus said to 
him, He who has taken 
hold of the plough and 
looks back is not fit for 
the kingdom of God. 


(a) In many texts, Take no thought for the morrow, 


is omitted. 
time. 
mount.) 


It was given in Chapter IV. 


This verse is mentioned for the second 
(The sermon on the 


(b) Again two meanings: one, that all worldly cares, 
even the most important, such as burial seems to be, are 


works of death and of darkness. 


life, the dissemination of life. 
The other, the main meaning is: for him who lives by 
life there is no death. 


The one work of life is 


The last utterance includes the meaning of the first 


two, and in it lies the chief thought of this passage. 


The 
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meaning of it is, that he who has come to know the king- 
dom of God, the life of the spirit, and yet cares for any- 
thing carnal, by this care for the carnal life acknowledges 
that he does not live by the life of the spirit. Ifa man, 
living by the life of the spirit, has a care for the carnal 
life, he will succeed as little in the life of the spirit, as 
he who ploughs and looks behind him, instead of looking 
before him. 

This comparison has also another meaning. A man 
who imagines that he lives by the spirit and who at the 
same time reflects on the consequences which that which 
he is doing in life might have, is like the ploughman who, 
in his desire to make a furrow, looks, not forward at what 
he is doing, but backwards, at what he has done already. 


JESUS AT 


81. Ih gnreire rhv 
Baovrelay rot Oeot, Kal 
TavTa mavTa wpocTebn- 
cerae byly. 

38. “Evyévero 6¢ év T@ 
mopeverOar avrovs, Kat 
avros eionOev els Kany 
Tid: yuh Oé Tus dvduare 
Mdp0a bredééaro atrov 
els Tov oikov avrfs. 

39. Kal rnde hv aded- 
on Kadouuévn Mapla, 
} Kal mapaxabicaca 
mapa Tovs 7ddas TOO In- 
oo0 Kove Tov éyor 
avrov. 

40. ‘H 6€ Mdpéa re- 
pieomaro epi moANny 
Otaxoviay: émistaca dé 
eime, Ktpue, od péder oor 
éri 7 GdEXAPH frou poyny 
Me KaTédure dtakovety; 
elré ob avT7 iva jot our- 
avTihadBnrar. 

41. ’Arroxpifels dé ef- 
mev avr 6 Incots, Mdp- 


Inthe wit. 31. But 
rather seek ye the king- 
dom of God; and all 
these things shall be 
added unto you.¢ 


Inke x. 38. Now it 
came to pass, as they 
went, that he entered 
into a certain village: 
and a certain woman 
named Martha received 
him into her house. 


39. And she had a sis- 
ter called Mary, which 
also sat at Jesus’ feet, 
and heard his word.d 


40. But Martha was 
cumbered about much 
serving, and came to 
him, and said, Lord, dost 
thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to 
serve alone? bid her 
therefore that she help 
me, 


41. And Jesus 
swered and said 
her, Martha, 


an- 
unto 
Martha, 


THE HOUSE OF MARTHA AND MARY 


31. Seek only to be in 
the will of God, and 
everything else will be 
given you. 


38. Jesus happened 
one day to be walking 
with his disciples, and 
they entered a village. 
A woman named Martha 
invited them to their 
house. 


39. And she had a sis- 
ter named Mary. Mary 
sat down at Jesus’ feet, 
and listened to his 
teaching. 


40. But Martha was 
busy preparing a good 
reception for them, and 
she went up to Jesus, 
and said, Evidently thou 
dost not care that my 
sister has left me to 
serve alone. Tell her to 
help me, 


41. But Jesus said to 
her inreply, Oh, Martha, 
Martha, thou art troub- 
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6a, MdpOa, pepmuvas 
Kal TupBa¢n wept moddG: 

42. ‘Evds dé ore 
xpela. Mapia 6€ rihv 
ayabiy wepida é&ehéEaTo, 
Hris ovK apaipeOjoeTat 
am auras. 

23. “Edeye 5€ mpos 
mavras, Hi tis OéXe 
émiow mov édOety, amrap- 
vnodc0w éavTdoy, Kal 
adpdtw Tov sraupdy ad- 
Tov Kab Tuépav, Kal a&Ko- 
Aovdeirw por. 

24. "Os yap av 6é\n 
Thy Puxhy avrot sGcat, 
amohéce: alrHy: ds 8 av 
amodéon Thy Puxiy avb- 
Tov . Evexev €uov, ovTos 
owe avr. 

25. Tl yap wperetrac 
&vOpwros, Kepdjoas Tov 
Koopov Sov, éavrov dé 
amoNéoas 7) (nucwOels ; 

26. “Os yap ay érai- 
oxvv07 me Kal rods éuods 
Aédyous, Tolroy 6 vids 
ToU avOpwrou éraiexXuy- 
Oncerar, Grav EOn €v 
TH d6& abrov Kal TOU 
maTpos Kal Tay aylwy 
ayyérwv. 


thou art careful and 
troubled about many 
things: 

42, But one Haine is 
needful ; and Mary hath 
chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken 
away from her. 


Luke ix. 23. And he 
said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. 


24, For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose 
it: but whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it. 


25, For what is a man 
advantaged, if he gain 
the whole world, and 
lose himself, or be cast 
away? 

26. For whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words, of 
him shall the Son of man 
be ashamed, when he 
shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Fa- 
ther’s, and of the holy 
angels. 
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ling thyself about many 
things, 


42. But one thing is 
needed, and Mary has 
chosen what is_ best. 
What she has chosen 
will not be taken from 
her. 


23, And he said to 
them all, If you wish to 
follow me, renounce 
yourselves and be pre- 
pared for everything at 
any time, and then fol- 
low me. 


24. He who wants to 
save his life, will lose it. 
And he who causes his 
life to perish for my 
sake, will save it. 


25. What profit is it to 
a man, if he should gain 
the whole world, and 
cause his ruin or his 
harm? 


26. He who is ashamed 
of my words, of him the 
son of man will be 
ashamed, when he ap- 
pears in the sense of the 
Father and the powers 
of God. 


(a) This verse was given in Chapter IV. 

(b) Adyos means teaching, as generally in Luke. 

(c) The word cross I translate in the sense which is 
ascribed to it by all the interpreters. 
word cross itself, because historically it has no meaning 


in the mouth of Jesus. 


I do not use the 


Even if he knew that he was 


going to be crucified, his disciples could not have known 
it, and so the word had no meaning for them. 


PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN 


15. Ete dé pos av- 
rods, ‘Opare kal puddo- 


Tike. rit. 


15. And he 


15. And he said _ to 


said unto them, Take them, Take care, and be- 
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gecbe amd THs eEoveE- 
Elas: ru ovK év T@ Te- 
piccevey TWh N Swn 
avrov éoruy éx TH brap- 
xbvrwy avrod. 

16. Eire 6é€ mapafo- 
AHv mpos avrovs, Aéywr, 
*AvOpwmrov Tivds m)ov- 
alov etpbpnoev h xwpa: 


17. Kat  duedoylfero 
év éavT@, Aéywr, Th 
mownow, STL ovK exw Tov 
ouvaew TOs KapTrOUS LOU; 

18. Kai eire, Toiro 
moinow KabeX® pou Tas 
amoOnkas, Kal pelgovas 
olkodoujow, Kal cuvdéw 
éxel ravTa Ta yerynuaTa 
fou kal Ta ayaba pou, 

19. Kal épd 7H pux7 
pou, Vuxn, Exes moda 
ayabd Kelueva els ern 
TodNd: avamavou, paye, 
mle, edppalvov. 

20, Hire 6¢ atr@ 6 
Oeds, "Adpwv, Talryn TH 
putt Thy Wuxjv cov 
amatrovo.w amo gov: a 
6¢ nroluacas, Tl eorat ; 

21. Otrws 6 Onoav- 
pliwy éavT@, Kal pi els 
@edv m)ouT Op. 


heed, and beware of cov- 
etousness: for a man’s 
life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the 
things which he possess- 
eth. 


16. And he spake a 
parable unto them, say- 
ing, The ground of a 
certain rich man 
brought forth plenti- 
fully: 

17. And he thought 
within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? 


18. And he said, This 
will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and 
build greater; and there 
will [ bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. 


19. And I wilt say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine 
ease, eat drink, and be 
merry. 


20. But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then 
whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast pro- 
vided? 

21. So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward 
God. 
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ware of every abun- 
dance, for there can be 
no life in what he posses- 
ses. 


16, And he told them 
a parable, There was a 
rich man, whose land 
brought forth good har- 
vests, 


17. And he thought, 
What shallI do? I have 
no room to put my fruits 
away. 


18. And he said, This 
is what I will do: I will 
pull down my barns, and 
build new ones; and [ 
will take all my corn 
and all my possessious 
there. 


19. And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast 
large possessions to 
last .for many years. 
Sleep, eat, drink, and be 
merry. 


20. And God said to 
him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul will be 
taken from thee, so of 
what good are thy pro- 
visions? 


21. So it happens with 
him who lays up for 
himself, and does not 
grow rich in God. 


THE PARABLE OF THE FIG - TREE 


1. ITapfoav 5é reves 
év abTG TO Kaip@ aray- 
yéddovres atT@ rept 
Tov Tadtialwy, oy 7d 
alua Ilikdros €mke wera 
T&v Ovolav avr av. 

2. Kal amoxpiels 6 
"Incots elrev adrois, 
Aoxetre dre of TadidAator 
otro. duapTwrol mapa 
mavras Tous TadtAalous 
éyévovro, br. Towra 
Tem bvOacuy ; 


Liike witi. 1. ‘There 
were present at that sea- 
son some that told him 
of the Galileans, whose 
blood Pilate had min- 
gled with their 
fices. 


sacri- 


2. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto them, 
Suppose ye that these 
Galileans were sinners 
above all the Galileans, 
because they suffered 
such things? 


1. There were some 
present, and they told 
him of the Galileans, 
whom Pilate had killed. 


2, And Jesus said to 
them in reply, Do you 
imagine that these Gali- 
leans were more sinful 
than the rest, that this 
happened to them? 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


8. Ovxl, Aéyw duty: 
aN édy wh MET AVORTE, 
wavres WaoavTws dmoNel- 
oe. 

4."H éxetvor of Séka 
Kal 6xT®, éf ods erecev 
6 mipyos €y TS TDiwap, 
kai dmékxTevey avrovs, 
Ooxetre bru oti ror dperré- 
Ta éyévovTo Tapa mwap- 
Tas avOpwrovs — Tovs 
karocxobvras éy ‘Tepov- 
adh ; 

5. Odxl, Aéyw dspiv- 
aN édy wh HETAVORTE, 
mavres duolws drroNeiobe. 

6. “Eneye 5¢ tadrny 
Thy mapaBodny: DuKhv 
eixé Tis Cv T@ durrendou 
avrod meputeupuérny: Kat 
HrOe Kaprov kyrav év 
airy, Kal oby ebpev. 

7. Eire 652 mpos rap 
dumedoupyov, Idov, rpla 
ern Epxouae (nra@v Kap- 
mov é€y TH ouKy Tavry, 
kal odx evploxw: ekKo- 
pov airy: ivarl kal rhy 
Yiv karapyet; 

8. 'O dé droxpibels 
ever adT@, Kupre, Ades 
airhy Kal ToSTo 7d eros, 
ws brov oxdww mepl 
airinyv, kal Bddw Komrpl- 
av: 

9. Kav pev rovhon 
Kkaprév: ef dé unye, els 
TO pédANov ExxdWers ad- 
THY. 


3. Itell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish. 


4. Or those eighteen, 
upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell, and slew 
them, think ye _ that 
they were sinners above 
all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? 


5. I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish. 


6. He spake alsc this 
parable; A certain man 
had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard; and he 
came and sought fruit 
thereon, and _ found 
none. 


7. Then said he unto 
the dresser of his vine- 
yard, Behold, these three 
years I come seeking 
fruit on this fig tree, 
and find none: eut it 
down; why cumbereth 
it the ground? 


8. And he answering 
said unto him, Lord, let 
it alone this year also, 
till I shall dig about it, 
and dung it: 


9. And if it bear fruit, 
well: and if not, then 
after that thou shalt cut 
itdown. ° 
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3. Not at all. But if 
you do not come to your 
senses, you will all per- 
ish in the same way. 


4. Or those eighteen, 
who were killed by the 
tower falling upon them, 
do you think that they 
deserved that more than 
all the other inhabitants 
of Jerusalem? 


5. Not at all. But if 
you do not come to your 
senses, you will all per- 
ish in the same way. 

6. And he told them 
this parable: A man had 
an apple-tree growing in 
his garden, and he came 
to see whether there 
was any fruit on it, and 
he found none. 


7. And he said to the 
gardener, Three years I 
have been coming here 
and looking for fruit on 
this apple-tree, and there 
is none. Cut it down; 
why should it spoil the 
ground? 


8. But the gardener 
said, Master, let it alone 
for another summer, and 
t will dig about it, and 
manure it, 


9, Perhaps it will bear 
fruit; and if it does not 
bear then, cut it down. 


(a) éav wr weravonre if you do not change your ideas 


about what life is. 


Death, the loss of the possibility of living a true life, 
by the comprehension of God, is before us at any moment, 
as it came to the rich man in the night, when he was 
getting ready to live more; as it came to the men who 
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were killed by’ Pilate, and to those who were killed by 
the tower. Every moment of oar life is a happy accident, 
as the gardener’s prayer to wait cutting down the tree, as 
it might bring forth fruit. 

Verse 9 John the Baptist had said before, calling men 
to change their life. 


54. “Eneye dé kal rots 
by dows, "Oray lOnre Thy 
vep&dnv avatédovoeav 
amd ducua@v, ev0éws Né- 
ryere, “OuBpos epxerat: 
kal ylverat oUTw: 

55. Kal érav vérov 
mvéovra, déyere, “Ore 
kavowy ota Kal ylve- 
Ta. 
56. ‘Yroxpiral, 70 
mpoowmov THs vhs Kal 
Tov ovpavod oldare dokt- 
pd very: Tov dé Karpov Tov- 
Tov TOS ov SOKiULaLETE ; 


57. Ti dé xal ad’ 
éaut@v ov Kplyere 7d 
Olkasov ; 


Lukecii. 54. And he 
said also to the people, 
When ye see acloud rise 
out of the west, straight- 
way ye say, There com- 
eth a shower; and so 
it is. 


55. And when ye see 
the south wind blow, ye 
say, There will be heat; 
and it cometh to pass. 


56. Ye hypocrites, ye 
can discern the face of 
the sky and of the earth; 
but how is it that ye do 
not discern this time? 


57. Yea, and why even 
of yourselves judge ye 
not what is right? 


54, And he said to the 
people, When you see a 
cloud from the west, you 
say at once, There comes 
a shower, and So it is. 


55. And when it blows 
from the south, you say, 
It will be hot; and so it 
happens. 


56. You can guess by 
the looks of the earth 
and the sky; how then do 
you not guess in regard 
to your present condi- 
tion? 


67. Why do you not see 
in yourselves what is 
right? 


This place is repeated here in another significance. 


In Matthew it answered the question of the Pharisees 
about proofs. Here it points to this, that the destruc- 
tion through death is as evident to men as the coming 
of the storm is by certain signs. How is it that you 
know and remember that there will be a storm, and you 
do not know and remember that there 


25. Dvveropevovro dé 
ait@ 8x ot modXol: Kal 
otpagels elre mpds av- 
TOUS, 

26. EY ris epxerar 
mpos we, Kal ob pice? TOV 
matrépa €avrod Kal Thy 
bentépa, kal Thy yuvatka 
Kal 7q Téxva, Kal Tors 


Iuke xiv. 25. And 
there went great multi- 
tudes with him: and he 
turned, and said unto 
them, 


26. If any man come 
to me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and 
brethren, and _ sisters, 
yea, and his own life 


will be death ? 


25. And a great mul- 
titude went with him; 
and he turned, and said 
to them, 


26. He who comes to 
me, and does not esteem 
little his father, and 
mother, and wife, and 
children, and brothers, 
and sisters, and his car- 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


ddedgovs kal Tas aded- 
pas, ére 6€ Kal THy éav- 
To Wuxhyv, ob dvvaral 
poou wabnris eivac. 

27. Kat éorvs od Ba- 
oTdge Tov oTavpoy av- 
Tod, Kal epxerat drlow 
pou, od dvvarat mou eivac 
padnr is. 

28. Ths yap é& bua, 
Gd\wv mipyov olkodou7- 
cal, ovxXl rp@rov kabloas 
wolfe thy damdvyy, et 
Exeu Ta mpds amapTi- 
oon ; 

29. “Iva parore bév- 
Tos avrov Oeuwéduiov, Kal 
uh ioxvovros éxredéoat, 
wadvres of  Oewpotyres 
dpgwvrar éumralfey ate, 

30. Aéyorres, “Or: of- 
Tos 6 &vOpwros jotaTo 
olkodouety, Kal ovK toxu- 
oev €xTeheoat. 

31."H ris Bacrdeds, 
mopevdmevos  oulLBanecy 
érépw Bacire? eis mb)de- 
pov, odxt Kabloas mpo- 
Tov Bovdever at el Suvards 
éotw év déka xidudouw 
dmavrfca. TH peTa el- 
Koow xiNiddwy epxopevyp 
én avbrov; 

32. Ei d€ prye, ere 
avrod mébppw dvTos, mpe- 
oBelav droorelhas Epwrd 
Td Mpos elpnvnv._ 

33. Ovrws ovy mas 
é& buady, bs ovK arordo- 
cerat waar Tois éavTov 
irdpxovciv, ob dtvaTat 
pov eivar wadnT ns. 

34. Kadov 7d dias: 
édy 52 7d Gas pwpavOn, 
év Time apTvOToeET at ; 

35. Ovre els yhv ore 
els komplav evOer dv eoTiy- 
ZEw Bdddovow atrd. 6 
éxwy ra axovew dKov- 
éTW. 


also, he cannot be my 
disciple. 


27. And whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, can- 
not be my disciple. 


28. For which of you, 
intending to build a 
tower, sitteth not down 
first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have 
sufficient to finish it ? 


29. Lest haply, after he 
hath laid the founda- 
tion, and is not able to 
finish it, all that behold 
it begin to mock him, 


30. Saying, This man 
began to build, and was 
not able to finish. 


31. Or what king, going 
to make war against 
another king, sitteth not 
down first, and consult- 
eth whether he be able 
with ten thousand to 
meet him that cometh 
against him with twenty 
thousand ? 


32. Or else, while the 
other is yet a great way 
off, he sendeth an am- 
bassage, and desireth 
conditions of peace. 


33. So likewise, whoso- 
ever he be of you that 
forsakethe not all that 
he hath, he cannot be 
my disciple. 


34. Salt is good: but if 
the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall 
it be seasoned ? 

35. It is neither fit for 
the land, nor yet for the 
dunghill; but men cast 
it out. He that hath 
ears to hear, let him 
hear. 


one 


nal life also, cannot be 
instructed by me. 


27. And he who does 
not drag his cross and 
do the same as I do, can- 
not be instructed. 


28. For each of you, 
wishing to build a house, 
will first sit down and 
figure out his expenses, ° 
to see whether he can 
finish it. 


29. Lest, having begun 
without sabes er) it, 
men might mock him, 


30. Here isa man who 
has begun to build and 
was not able to finish. 


31. Ora king, going to 
wage war against an- 
other king, sits down 
first and thinks whether 
he is able with ten thou- 
sand to fight against 
twenty thousand. 


32. Or else, he will send 
ambassadors from a dis- 
tance, to make peace, 


33. So none of you can 
be taught by me, unless 
you have first made your 
accounts, 


34. Salt is good; but 
if it is not salted, it can- 
not be corrected, 


35. It is neither dirt, 
nor dung, and has to be 
thrown out. He who bas 
sense will understand, 
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(a) arordccopat I translate by to make an account. 


Jesus says, To be taught by me the true life, which 
saves from death, it is necessary to renounce everything. 
And that a man may not be sorry for the renunciation, 
he needs only figure out the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the carnal and the spiritual life. Consider 
your condition here, in this world, as he who builds a 
house and a king getting ready to wage war consider 
theirs. 

Very well, thou lovest thy father, mother, children, thy 
life. Very well, if thou canst finish this life as thou 
finishest building a house; if thou canst stave off death, 
which goes against thee with all its host; if thou canst, 
or thinkest thou canst, then build thy life. But if thou 
seest that thou canst not, that thy house will remain un- 
finished, that thou canst not conquer the king who is 
going against thee, then stop building, make peace, and 
follow me to that life which I am showing you. ‘There 
can be no middle. If thou believest that only that life 
which gives the comprehension is life, then live by that 
comprehension, and then thou wilt not be sorry for any- 
thing, but wilt gladly give up thy carnal life; but if thou 
dost not believe and art sorry for the carnal life, thou 
hadst better not follow me. The meaning of my teach- 
ing is the renunciation of the carnal life. If thou wishest 
to be my disciple, and hast not renounced everything, and 
art sorry for something, thou art like unsalted salt, which 
is not fit for anything. 


THE PARABLE OF THE SUPPER 


15. ’Axo’oas 6é Tis falle oh ee ant 15. When one of those 

op > when one of them that who were with him 
TSF He ARNETTE as sat at meat with him heard it, he said to him, 
Ta elev avTw, Makd- Heard these things, he Blessed is he who eats 
ouos, os payer ar dproy said unto him, Blessed bread in the kingdom 
PLoS oROs p re & 
év 7TH Bacirela rod is he thatshalleat bread of God, 
cod in the kingdoin of Ged. 

€ . 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


16. ‘O 6é efrev aire, 
"AvOpwrds ris émolnoe 
detrvov péya, Kal éxa- 
eve todXovs: 

17. Kal dréoretre tov 
doddov abtod TH wpa Tod 
del vou elrety Tots KexAn- 
uvo.s, "Epxeode, dt. 45 
éroud éore wayra. 

18. Kal qpéavro ard 
Mids TwapaitetoOar mav- 
Tes. 6 Wp@Tos eimev 
aire, “Aypov jyybpaca, 
kal €xw dvdyxny éfed- 
Gety xal idety adrdov: 
épwr& oe, Exe we wapy- 
TnUEVoV. 


16. Then. said he unto 
him, A certain man 
made a great supper, 
and bade many: 


17, And sent his serv- 
ant at supper time to 
say to them that were 
bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready, 


18. And they ail with 
one consent began to 
make excuse. The first 
said unto him, I have 


bought a_ piece of 
ground, and I must 
needs go and. see it: 


I pray thee have me 
excused. 
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16. And Jesus said, 
A Man prepared a great 
feast, and invited many. 


17. And sent his serv- 
ant to tell the guests, 
It is time for the supper. 
Go, it is ready now. 


18, And they began 
one after another to 
excuse themselves. The 
first said, I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I 
must go and see it. ° 


(a) The meaning of this verse is a doubt in the very 


kingdom of God. This man says, Very well, we shall 
divide everything up, but how if there is no kingdom 
of God ? 


This parable resembles the parable in Matthew, but 
has a different meaning. In order not to make a mistake 
in its significance, we must clearly understand the occa- 
sion on which it was said. Doubt is expressed whether 
there will be the kingdom of God, for which the carnal 
life is to be given up. The parable expresses an answer 
to the doubt. Jesus says, There can be no doubt. You 
are called, and you know that there is a feast, but you do 
not come, not because you are in doubt, but because you 
are busy with your false wealth. 


19, And 19. Another said, I 
have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and IJ go to try 


them: pray, have me 


Luke xiv, 
another said, I have 
bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove 


19. Kal €repos eire, 
Zeiyn Body aybpaca 
mwévre, Kal Topevomar 


Soxiudoar atta: épwr@ 
oe, €xe me TapyTymevoy. 

20. Kal &repos eire, 
Tuvatka éynua, cal dea 
rovro ov dvvapyar EOeEty. 


them: I pray thee have 
me excused, 


20. And another said, 
I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot 
come. 


excused, 


20. A third said, I have 
just married, and there. 
fore I cannot come. 
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21. Kal mapayevopue- 
vos 6 OovAos Exelvos am 7y- 
yee TO Kuplwy avTov 
raita. Tore dpyioels 
6 olkodesrérns elre TH 
dovrAw avrod, "H&ehGe 
Taxéws eis TAS WAAaTELAS 
kal ptuas THs mddews, 
kal Tovs mTwyxods Kal 


avarjpous Kal xwdovds 
kal tuddods eloayaye 
woe. 


22. Kail eirev 6 dod- 
Nos, Kupie, yéyovey ws 
éwéraéas, kal re Téros 
€oTl. 

23. Kal eirev 6 kvpios 
apos Tov doddov, "HéedGe 
els Tas Odovs Kal ppay- 
pods, Kal avayKacop elo- 


edbciv, iva yeuicOn oO 
oikés pov. 

24. Néyw yap vir, 
dre ovdels TOY avdpav 
éxelvwy TOV KeKAnMevwY 
yevoetat pov Tov del- 
1 vou. 


21. So that servant 
came, and shewed_ his 
lord these things. Then 
the master of the house 
being angry said to his 
servant, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes 
of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the 
maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind. 


22. And the servant 
said, Lord, it is done as 
thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. 


23. And the lord said 
unto the servant, Go out 
into the highways and 
hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that 
my house may be filled. 


24. For I say unto you, 
That none of those men 
which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper. 
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21. And the servant 
caine and told every- 
thing to his master. 
The master grew angry, 
and said to his servants, 
Go out at once into the 
streets and into the 
square, and bring in 
the poor, and the needy. 
and the lame, and the 
blind. 


22. And the servant 
said, Master, I have done 
everything as thou hast 
commanded, and yet 
there is room left. 


23. And the... master 
said to the servant, Go 
out into the streets and 
squares, and. persuade 
all to come, that my 
house may be.filled. 


24. For I tell you, None 
of those who were in- 
vited will eat my sup- 
per. 


The meaning of the parable is transparent and clear. 


In the sermon on the mount it said, Blessed are the poor, 
woe to the rich. And now we get the explanation why 
the poor are called, and. they are glad, and come: they 
have nothing else to think of. But the rich are detained 
by their cares: one has to attend to his field, another to 
his oxen, a third to a wedding. All the poor come, and 
there is still room left for any one who wants to come. 
And it says what a man has to do, in order that he may 
be able to come: he has to leave behind worldly cares 
about his wealth; there is always room left for those who 
want to come, that is, to give up their wealth; but those 
who do not want to do so, who are busy with their oxen, 
their field, and their wives, cannot come, and they will 
not see the supper. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


2. 'QuowdOn % Bacr- 
ela TOv obpavey av- 
Opwrm Baciret, sorts 
érolnoe ydmous TO vig 
avrov: 

3. Kal dréoreite rovs 
SovAous avTod Kahéoas 
TovS KekAnMEvouS Els TOUS 
yapous: Kal ov #Oedov 
éhOetv. 

4. Iidduv dméoredev 
dAdous dovdous, Aéywr, 
Eirare rots kexA\névors, 
"Tdod, TO Gpictov pov 
nroiaca, of Tatpol jou 
kal Td oLTLoTa TEOULEVA, 
kal mdavra eroua: dedre 
els Tovs Yamous. 

5. Ob 5é duwedyoavres 
amHrOov, 6 ev els Tov 
Wiov aypov, o dé els THY 
éuroplayv avrov: 

6. Oi 6é owrol Kpa- 
Thoavres Tovs dovdous 
avTod UBpicay Kal daaé- 
KTELVaY. 

7. Axovoas dé 6 Bact- 
devs dpyloOn, kal méupas 
Ta oTpaTevuata avTov 
dmwdere TOs povets éxel- 
vous, kal Thy modu av- 
Tay évérpnee. 

8. Tére Adve Tots 
Sovrots avrod, ‘O pév 
yadpos erouuds éorer, ob 
6€ KexA\nuévor ovK Foav 
dévou. 

9. TlopeverOe obv én 
Tas drekddous THY 66Gy, 
kai dcous dv eipnre Kahé- 
cate eis Tovs ydmous. 

10, Kat é&edOdvres ot 
Soro. éxetvor els Tas 
dd0vs, cuviyayov mavras 
baous eUpov, movnpovs TE 
Kal dyabous: kal érdjoO) 
6 ydpmos dvakeméevwv. 

11, EioeNOdv Se 6 
Bacireds Oedoacba, rods 


Matt. veuttiw 2. 
kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a certain king, 
which made a marriage 
for his son, 


3. And sent forth his 
servants to call them 
that were bidden to the 
wedding: and they 
would not come. 


4. Again, he sent forth 
other servants, saying, 
Tell them which are 
bidden, Behold, I have 
prepared my dinner: my 
oxen and my fatlings are 
killed, and all thing's are 
ready: come unto the 
marriage. 


5. But they made light 
of it, and went their 
ways, one to his farm, 
another to his merchan- 
clise ; 


6. And the remnant 
took his servants, and 
entreated them spite- 
fully, and slew them. 


7, But when the king 
heard thereof, he was 
wroth: and he_ sent 
forth his armies, and 
destroyed those murder- 
ers, and burned up their 
city. 


8. Then saith he to his 
servants, The wedding is 
ready, but they which 
were bidden were not 
worthy. 


9. Go ye therefore into 
the highways, and as 
many as ye shall find, 
bid to the marriage. 


10. So those servants 
went out into the high- 
ways, and gathered to- 
gether all as many 4S 
they found, both bad 
and good: and the wed- 
ding was furnished with 
guests. 

11. And when the king 
came into see the guests, 
he saw there a man 


The: 
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2. The kingdom of 
God is like this: a cer- 
tain king made a mar- 
riage for his son, 


3. And sent out his 
servants to invite the 
guests to the feast, and 
they would not come, 


4. Again he sent other 
servants, saying, Tell 
the guests that the din- 
ner is prepared; ail the 
fatted oxen are killed. 
Everything is ready, 
come to the feast. 


5. But the guests did 
not accept the call: one 
went to the field, and 
another to the market; 


6. And others again 
seized the servants, 
treated them hadly, and 
beat them. 


7. The king was of- 
fended, and he sent his 
soldiers against them, 
and destroyed them, and 
burned their city. 


8. Then the king said 
to his servants, The 
dinner is ready, but the 
guests did not agree. 


9. Go now to the lanes, 
and whomsoever you 
find invite to the feast. 


10. And the servants 
went along the roads 
and gathered as many 
as they found, both bad 
and good, and the rooms 
were full of guests. 


11. And the king came 
out to see the feast, and 
he saw a nan who had 
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GvaKEyLevous, 
&vOpwrov vvK évdeduué- 
vov €vOuma ydpou- 

12. Kal Adyar aire, 
‘Eraipe, m@s elo fOes Bde 
phexwy €vduna yamov ; 0 
5é epiwwOn. 

18. Tére eirey 6 Bac 
eds Tots Staxdvois, A7- 
cavTes avTov médas Kal 
xelpas, dpare avrov Kal 
éxBdnrere els TO oKbTOS TO 
éwrepov' éxee 2oTrar 0 
KNavOuos Kal 6 Bpvyuos 
THv dddvTwr. 

14. Iloddot ydp efor 
kAnrol, ddiyo. dé ékXex- 
Tol. 


eldev exe? 


which had not on a 
wedding garment: 


12. And he saith unto 
him, Friend, how camest 
thou in hither not hav- 
ing a wedding garment? 
And he was speechless. 


13. Then said the king 
to the servants, Bind 
him hand and foot, and 
take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness ; 
there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 


14. For many are 
ealled, but few are 
chosen. 
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not on a wedding gar- 
ment. 


12. And he said to him, 
Friend, how didst thou 
come here without a 
wedding garment? The 
guest was silent. 


13. Then the king said 
to the servants, Bind 
him hand and foot, and 
take him and throw him 
into the darkness away 
from here. 


14._ For many are 
called, but few are 
chosen. 


(a) He who came to a wedding had to put on a gar- 


ment furnished by the host. 


He. who did not put it on 


showed his contempt for the master and did not do his 


will. 


John vi. 


has sent me did not draw him to himself. 


by the last day. 


44. No man can unite with me, if the Father who 


And I will raise him 


Matt. vit. 21. Not every one who says to me, Lord, Lord, will 
receive the kingdom of God, but he who does the will of the 
Father in heaven, who has sent me. 


The parable of the wedding of the king is only an ex- 


planation of these thoughts. 
and of the feast is repeated in Luke. 


The parable of the wedding 


In spite of the 


close resemblance of the parables themselves, their appli- 
Both the idolatrous and the free 


cation is different. 
churches acknowledge this fact. 


But both see in these 


two parables only an indication that the Jews will not be 
saved, while the Gentiles will. 
Tt seems to me that that idea is so simple and so poor 


that, if Jesus really had such a thought, he would not 
have given himself the trouble to elucidate it by parables, 
Reuss (Vol. L, p. 486): 





Saint John. 
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Le maitre de la maison, c’est Dieu; le festin, c’est la félicité 
du royaume de Dieu; invitation a été faite, il y a longtemps 
déja; enfin le moment du festin arrive, tout est prét: cela se 
rapporte 4 l’Evangile, 4 la boune nouvelle que le royaume est 
proche, et qu’avec le repentir et la foi on y entrera directement ; 
le serviteur qui va prendre les invités, c’est Jésus s’adressant aux 
Juifs, 4 ceux qui connaissent la loi et les prophétes, aux gens 
d’école, aux riches. 


For him who reads the Gospel straight, as it is written, 
these parables are an elucidation of one and the sama 
thought, as expressed in the parable of the talents, in the 
whole teaching, and in all the other parables, but with 
new shades. These parables most closely resemble the 
parable of the talents. What is new here is that, while 
the parable of the talents elucidates the verse which says 
that the Father’s will is that I should not waste anything 
he has given me, this one explains the idea that no one 
can come to me, if the Father did not draw him. The 
Father draws to him, as the king calls all to supper and 
wishes to have as many guests as possible. The Father 
calls and draws allto him. If some will not come, others 
will. If some seeds fall by the wayside, on the stones, 
and into the thorns, others will fall on good ground, and 
there will be fruit. The Father does more than sow the 
field and wait: he has prepared the good and calls to 
him. But to some people it seems that the affairs which 
occupy them are more important, and some simply fail to 
come, while others, like the inhabitants of the city, in the 
parable of the talents, who do not at all wish to acknowl- 
edge the king, offend the servants and kill them. 

The king destroys these and fills his rooms for the 
supper with those who want to come. 

The comprehension calls all. Some hear and under- 
stand it, but do not wish to abandon themselves to it, — 
and they remain, such as they were, with the possibility 
of life; others simply do not acknowledge the compre- 
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hension and are hostile to it, and so they are destroyed ; 
others again unite with the comprehension. 

One part of the thought is expressed, but another is 
still left, namely, about those who acknowledge the com- 
prehension. Some guests do the master’s will and receive 
the good which he gives to them, — the wedding garment. 
The comparison of the doing of the master’s will with the 
garment given by the master shows that the execution of 
the master’s will is not difficult, and that, independently 
of the doing of the master’s will, it is a good in itself. 

Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me: for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
30. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

Others did not do the master’s will, did not accept the 
garment, and these the master had thrown out. With 
them happened what had happened with those who beat 
the servants. Some unite with the comprehension and 
fulfil it, others do not. Those who do not are destroyed, 
like those who are hostile to it. : 

This is the way the church interprets Matthew’s para- 

ble. One gets horrified as one reads these careless inter- 
pretations. It is as though the whole matter concerned 
some pope.. They write anything that passes through 
their head. To John Chrysostom it occurred that. it 
means that the Jews received it, and the Gentiles did not, 
and he writes at haphazard, not noticing that it says, 
‘Some refused, and some killed. He writes, They did 
more than that,—they killed. And this nonsense and 
incorrect deviation from the meaning has been repeated 
a thousand years. 


Here is the interpretation of the church (pp. 400-402) : 
This parable evidently represents the rejection of the Jews 


and the calling of the Gentiles. The Gospel was first of all in- 
tended for and preached to the Jews as a chosen people; but 
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in their blindness they rejected it; then it was turned to the 
Gentiles, and they accepted it, —such is the idea which is lying 
at the foundation of the parable. As regards the details and 
particular points, — many of them serve only as an adornment 
of figurative Janguage and do not contain any mysterious signifi- 
cance. 

To call them that were bidden: Consequently, these bidden 
guests were called before, that is, they had been informed that 
there would be a feast at the house of the king at a given time, 
and they were invited to be present ; the calling by the servants 
is merely an invitation to come to the feast which was ready. 
The Jews had indeed been prepared by the law and the prophets 
about the kingdom of Messias which was to be opened, and had 
been called by them to take part in it. Then, when this king- 
dom of Messias was opened, the Jews had been cailed by John 
to take part in it, and he sent them to Christ, saying, To him it 
will be added, but from me it will be taken; then by the Son 
himself, for he says, Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matt. xi. 28), and again, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink (John 
vii. 35). He called them not only with words, but also with 
works. 

And they would not come: Of course, not all refused ; many be- 
lieved John and believed in Christ. But here reference is had 
to the majority of people in general, for it says in general that 
the Jews denied Christ, though many believed in him. 

Sent: forth other servants: From the context these other serv- 
ants might be the apostles who, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
were witnesses of the Gospel in Jerusalem and in the whole of 
Judea according to the promise of the Lord (Acts i. 8). They 
again solemnly called the formerly bidden Jews into the opened 
kingdom of Christ, when, according to the previous expression, 
the dinner was fully prepared. 

Made light of it: By disregarding the invitation of the king, 
the guests expressed their contempt for the king who bade them 
come. 

To his farm, to his merchandise: They were so buried in their 
selfish affairs, that for their sake they neglected the king’s invi- 
tation. Thus the attachment for worldly goods deflects us from 
the gratification of the higher spiritual needs. The worldly, 
selfish considerations kept the Jews, in the persons of their rep- 
resentatives, from entering into the kingdom of Christ. And 
not only the fact that they did not come is bad, but what is 
most senseless and terrible is this: they received very badly 
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those who came, and killed ... they killed Stephen, put to 
death James, and offended the apostles. 


PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND 


1. “AvOpwirds ris Hv 
movaros, ds elxev olkove- 
pov: Kat otros dreBAHON 
ait@ ws diacKkoprlfwy 
Ta vrdpXovTa avTod. 

2. Kal pwrjcas av- 
rov eimev atr@, Th rod- 
To dkovw mepl god; amd- 
dos Tov NOyor THs olKovo- 
plas gov: od yap duvnoy 
ere olKovomecy. 


3. Ebre dé év éavr@ ° 


6 olkovduos, Th roujow, 
8re 6 KUpids wou apaipet- 
ra Thy olkovoular amr 
éuo0; oKxamTuv ovK 
loxvw, émarely alaxv- 
VOMAL. 

4. "Eyvov rb roinow, 
iva, drav eracrala 
Ths olkovoulas, défwrral 
we els TOUS olKous avT@y. 

5. Kat mpookadeode- 
vos va €tkacrov Tap 
x pewperkeT Gy TOU Kuptou 
éavTod, ZleyeT@O TPWTW, 
Ilécov ddelres TH Kupip 
[L9U; 

6. ‘O dé efzev, ‘Exa- 
tov Bdrovs édalov. Kal 
elrev abt@, Adar cov 7d 
yotuua, Kal Kkablcas 
Tixéws ypawov mevT7- 
KovTa. 

7. “Erevra érépw elie, 
=) 6é wécov ddetrers: 6 
62 elev, ‘Exarov xbpous 
Na Kal Eye airs, 
ae Hie 70 ved up, 

pawov dydohKovra. 

8. Kal értverev 6 xv- 
plos Tov oikovduoy THs 
adixlas, 87. dporluws 


Luke «xvi. 1. There 
was a certain rich man, 
which had a steward; 
and the same was ac- 
cused unto him that he 
had wasted his goods. 


2. And he called him, 
and said unto him, How 
is it that I hear this of 
thee? Give an account 
of thy stewardship; for 
thou mayest be no 
longer steward. 


3, Then the steward 
said within himself, 
What shall I do? tor 
my lord taketh away 
from me the steward- 
ship: I cannot dig; to 
beg I am ashamed. 


4. I am resolved what 
to do, that, when I am 
put out of the steward- 
ship, they may receive 
me into their houses. 

5. So he called every 
one of his lord’s debtors 
unto him, and said unto 


the first, How much 
owest thou unto my 
lord? 


6. And he said, A hun- 
dred measures of oil. 
And he said unto him, 
Take thy bill, and sit 
down quickly, and write 
fifty. 


7. Then said he to 
another. And how much 
owest thou? And he 
said, A hundred meas- 
ures of wheat. And he 
said unto him, Take thy 
bill, and write fourscore. 


8. And the lord com- 
mended the unjust 
steward, because he had 
done wisely: for the 


THE STEWARD . 


1. There was a rich 
man, who had a stew- 
ard; and the steward 
was accused of wasting 
the master’s goods. 


2. And he called him, 
and said, There are 
yumours about thee. 
Give me an account of 
thy stewardship, for 
thou canst no longer be 
a steward. 


3. And the steward 
said to himself, What 
shall I do when the 
master takes away from 
me the stewardship? L 


have no strength to 
plough; to beg I am 
ashamed. 


4.1 know what to do 
that, when Iam put out 
of the stewardship, good 
people may receive me 
in their houses. 


5. So he called every 
one of his master’s debt- 
ors,and said, How much 
dost thou Owe my mas- 
ter? 


6. And he said, A hun- 
dred pails of oil. And 
he said to him, Take thy 
bill, and sit down and 
write quickly fifty. 


7. Then he said to 
another, How much 
dost thou owe? A hun- 
dred measures of bread. 
And he said to him, 
Take thy bill, and write 
eighty. 


8. And the master 
commended the stew- 
ard of the _ irregular 
wealth, because he had 
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érolncev: Sri of viol Tod 
al@vos Tovrou pporipwrT e- 
po. vrép Tovs viods Tod 
puwros els Thy yeveay THv 
éaut &y elot. 

9. Kaya duly déyw, 
Tlowjoare éavtots pious 
€k TOU papwvad THs dduKl- 
as, iva, bray ék\lrnre, 
OdEwrrac tuads els Tas 
alwvious oxnvas. 

10. ‘O micros év éNa- 
xloT@ Kal évy rOAN@ T- 
orbs éoTt kal 6 éy éhaxi- 
oTw ddikos Kal év oh@ 
duds éoruv. 

11. Ei of» ev ro adl- 
km papwrvg microl ovK 
évyéver be, TO adnOuvdy Ths 
Vly TioTEvoEL ; 

12. Kal e& év r@ 
addot ply miorol ovk éyé- 
vere, 7d vpérepov Tis 
tuty dwoec ; 

13. Ovdels oikérns Sv- 
varat dvol Kuplois dov- 
every? yap Tov eva 
puonoe, Kal Tov ETEpov 
ayamnoe 7) évos avOdée- 
Tat, Kal rov érépov ka- 
Tappovynce: ov Ovvacbe 
Ge@ dovrevery kal wayw- 
va. 


children of this world 
are in their generation® 
wiser than the children 
of light. 


9. And I say unto you, 


Make to yourselves 
friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteous- 


ness; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you 
into everlasting habita- 
tions. 

10. He that is faithfule 
in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: 
and he that is unjust in 
the least is unjust also 
in much. 


li. If therefore ye 
have not been faithful 
in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, who will commit 
to your trust the true 
riches? 

12. And if ye have not 
been faithful in that 
which is another man’s, 
who shall give you that 
which is your own? 

13. No servant can 
serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the 
one, and love the other: 
or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon, 
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done wisely: for the 
children of this world 
are wiser than the chil- 
dren of light among 
their own. 


9, And Itell you, Make 
for yourselves friends of 
the wealth of unright- 
eousness, that, when 
it will fail you, you may 
be received under the 
everlasting roofs. 


10. He who does right 
in little things will do 
right in great things. 
And he who does wrong 
in little things will do 
wrong in great things. 


11. If therefore you do 
wrong in the unright- 
eous wealth, who will 
commit to your trust 
the real wealth? 


12. And if you do not 
right in what is an- 
other’s, who will give 
you what is your own? 


13. No servant can 
serve two masters: 
either he will esteem 


the one little, and will 
please the other, or he 
will work well for the 
one, and wil! neglect the 
other. You cannot work 
for God and for wealth. 


(a) Tov oixovdpor Ths adixias is translated by the unjust 


steward. This translation is incorrect, for then it would 
say adixov, and not TAs adicéas, as indeed it says in Verse 
10; since THs aéucias refers in the next verse to Tod 
anevada, and the meaning is here the same, that is, that 
the steward was a steward over ill-gotten wealth, I put 
in the word wealth. 

(6) More correctly of his kind. 

(c) muatds has here the meaning of believing, as in: 


John xa. 27. Then saith Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hither thy 


he to Thomas, 
hands; and reach 
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hand, and thrust it into my side; and be not faithless, but 
believing. 

Acts xvi. 15. And when she was baptized, and her household, 
she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she con- 
strained us. 

1 Tim. iv. 8. Forbidding to marry, and commanding to ab- 
stain from meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 


This parable is regarded as the most incomprehensible 
and offensive parable. It has been explained in every 
imaginable way, without getting anything out of it. But 
we need only refrain from giving any interpretation to 
this, that only the mendicant vagrants are in the king- 
dom of God; that he who has possessions will not 
be admitted, will not even be able to enter through the 
gates of the kingdom of God; that the first condition for 
entering into the kingdom of God consists in rejecting 
possessions; that it is impossible to serve God and 
mammon, as it is impossible with one eye to look upon 
the sky, and with the other upon the earth,— we need 
only refrain from interpreting all that, which has been 
said so many times before from all sides, and the parable 
is so clear and simple that there is no need for any inter- 
pretations. 

This is the way our churchmen interpreted it (Interpre- 
tation of the Gospel of Luke, pp. 473-475): 


I say unto you: Of course, this is said to all hearers and fol- 
lowers of the Lord without exception ; but in the present case 
the discourse is more particularly directed to the publicans, for the 
parable is especially adapted to them, to the correction and proper 
direction of their manner of acting. It is as though the Lord 
said, You publicans can in some way make use of the example of 
the unjust steward; with the property of his master he gained 
friends for himself, who will receive him into their houses, when 
he has lost his place. And so will you, if you are guided in 
business by selfish ends, if you make dishonest use of everything 
which the Lord has entrusted to you, be compelled sooner or 
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later to give an account of your misdeeds, which could not be 

unknown to the Omniscient One. Ought you not to have a 

thought for this, that you should not be left without a roof in 

misfortune, and, while the wealth is in your hands, use it for the 

advantage of your souls, for the acquisition of an eternal home ? - 
Here is the means for it: use it for the advantage of your neigh- 

bours, the poor, the needy. The discharged steward by his in- 

ventiveness, though it was connected with the deception of his 

master, acquired for himseif friends and a home in misfortune. 

Emulate this inventiveness of the children of this life (of 
course, without the use of deception), succour your neighbours 
with your wealth, and these poor will prepare for you an ever- 
lasting habitation, as the friends prepared a temporary abode for 
the unjust steward. 

Unrighteous mammon: Mammon is the same as wealth; the 
wealth is called unrighteous in the same sense in which the steward 
is called above an unjust steward, and as farther down it is opposed 
to righteous mammon, that is, in the sense of its unrighteousness 
and deception. Wealth furnishes causes and pretexts and means 
for an unjust, unscrupulous, and dishonest manner of actions, as 
is shown by the example of the allegorical steward; in that sense 
it is unrighteous, in that it leads to an unrighteous, incorrect, and 
unjust manner of acting. On the other hand, it is unrighteous 
even because it is false, deceptive, transitory, in contradistinction 
to true, spiritual wealth, the wealth of the virtues, the everlast- 
ing, incorruptible wealth. With this unrighteous wealth it is 
none the less possible, by using it correctly, to make friends of 
the poor, the needy, in general of those who demand aid and 
succour here on earth, and they will get for us everlasting 
habitations in heaven, since such a use of wealth is a virtue, for 
which will follow the reward in the kingdom of heaven. 


Reuss interprets it much better. His whole interpreta- 
tion would be quite correct, if only he did not misinterpret 
_the chief teaching of the Gospel about possessions being 
incompatible with the kingdom of God (Reuss, Vol. L, 
pp. 496-501): 


Cet homme administrait mal; les intéréts de son patron 
souffraient entre ses mains, il détournait l’argent 4 son profit, ou 
ne le faisait pas valoir (sect. 105), etc. Le maitre apprend cela 
et lui enjoint de rendre ses comptes. L’économe sait qu’il perdra 
sa place, parce qu’il ne pourra pas se justifier; il va se trouver 
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sans moyens d’existence, et ne se sent pas disposé 4 gagner sa vie 
par le travail manuel. I] imagine done de se créer des resources 
en faisant des arrangements avec les débiteurs (fermiers ?) de son 
maitre. Comme toutes les affaires ont été entre ses mains, cette 
‘ intrigue peut réussir; le maitre ne pourra pas faire intervenir les 
tribunaux, les billets (contrats, obligations) qui lui seront remis, 
seront les seuls qui existent, les seuls qui puissent obliger les 
débiteurs, Jesquels, déchargés (frauduleusement, il est vrai, au 
point de vue du créancier; mais de gré a gré et valablement, en 
tant que l’économe avait procuration) d’une bonne partie de leur 
dette (fermage?), devaient se trouver disposés a accorder des 
avantages a l’homme qui leur avait fait cette gracieuseté. 
Toute Vhistoire revient donc a dire que ’homme de la parabole 
s’assura ce qu’on appelle aujourd’hui des pots de vin; seulement 
ces pots de vin, d’aprés le but de la parabole, devaient sé payer 
en nature, par d’autres services a rendre. Le maitre pouyait en 
étre faché comme propriétaire; mais ici, ot il s’agit de V’appré- 
ciation d’un acte, considéré au point de vue de celui qui en est 
Vauteur, et non d’une réalité historique, le maitre ne peut s’em- 
pécher de reconnaitre que c’était un moyen ingénieux de parer 
aux éventualités. Si cet individu, dit-il, n’a pas soigné mes 
intéréts & moi, il a du moins pourvu aux siens propres. Et la 
maniére dont il a été trompé lui arrache, malgré lui, sans doute, 
un aveu que le narrateur peut trés-convenablement appeler un 
éloge. 

2° L’application (v. 8, 9). Ici il faut avant tout bien se 
pénétrer de deux choses: du sens du mot de prudence, et de la 
portée du comparatif et de la comparaison, contenus dans le v. 8. 
La prudence n’est pas une qualité morale (Matth. x. 16, sect. 40); 
e’est aptitude de l’esprit & trouver et & disposer les moyens de 
maniére a atteindre le but et & éviter ainsi les chances contraires. 
Cette qualité, est-il dit, les enfants du siécle la possedent générale- 
ment a un plus haut degré que les enfants de la lumiére. Le 
terme d’enfants (fils), d’aprés un trope hébreu bien connu et 
souvent employé dans le Nouveav Testament (Luc x. 6, Mare 
ili. 17, Eph. ii. 2, etc.), sert & circonscrire l’adjectif de qualité ;. 
les enfants du siécle, du monde, sont donc les mondains, ceux 
qui se préoccupent avant tout ou exclusivement des intéréts 
matériels; les enfants de la lumiére (Jean xii. 36,.1 Thess. v. 5, 
Eph. v. 8) sont ceux qui, éclairés par esprit de Dieu, dirigent 
leurs regards et leur activité vers le ciel et les biens qwil nous 
réserve. Or, l’expérience prouve que les premiers ont plus de 
savoir faire que les seconds, nous voulons dire quw’ils montrent une 
plus grande intelligence des conditions de la réussite dans ce 
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qwils se proposent. Dans l’application spéciale 4 l’argent, cela 
veut done dire que les premiers savent trés-bien s’en servir pour 
_arriver & leurs fins, qu’ils savent faire leurs affaires, tandis que . 
les seconds ne font pas aussi bien les leurs, et ne tirent pas des 
moyens dont ils disposent tous les avantages qu’il serait possible 
de réaliser, dans leur intérét tel qu’ils le ecngoivent. (La phrase 
accessoire: dans leurs rapports avec leurs semblables, applicable 
dans la pensée de l’orateur aux enfants du siécle seuls, et non 
pas également aux enfants de la lumiére, découle directement de 
la parabole, l’économe ayant su faire ses affaires avec des géns 
qui le valaient, qui étaient de sa trempe, qui savaient trouver 
leur avantage a lui faire trouver le sien.) 

Il est donc entendu que si Jésus & Son tour, prenant la parole 
apres le maitre de la parabole (v. 9: Et moi je vous dis. . . .), 
présente l’économe comme une espece de modeéle, il n’est pas 
question d’un jugement moral a porter sur cet homme, tout 
aussi peu qu'il sera question d’approuver moralemenit la conduite 
du juge qui fait son devoir pour ne pas étre importuné (sect. 80), 
ou celle de l’individu qui oblige son ami a contre cceur (sect. 62). 
On peut apprendre quelque chose, et méme beaucoup, de ceux 
qui, & bien des égards, ne suivent pas le bon chemin; si eux, par 
exemple, songent a l’avenir et se ménagent, avec les moyens dont 
ils disposent aujourd’hui, une position sire pour des éventualités 
difficiles, pourquoi vous, a@ plus forte raison, n’agiriez-vous pas 
d’une maniére analogue, et cela avec des intentions plus pures, 
dans un but plus noble et plus élevé ? 

Or, cet avenir était, pour |’économe, le jour ou il pouvait 
trouver un asile dans les maisons des débiteurs de son maitre; 
pour les disciples, enfants de la Jumiére, c’est la perspective des 
demeures éternelles. Il reste donc a examiner les deux autres 
points de la comparaison, les amis et le mammon. 

Par les amis, la plupart des commentateurs entendent assez 
naturellement les hommes pour le bien desquels on aura employé 
sa fortune. Mais cette interprétation n’est pourtant pas a V’abri 
de toute objection. Comment Jésus peut-il dire, comme si cela 
allait de soi, que les hommes auxquels on aura fait du bien 
seront morts avant leurs bienfaiteurs, de maniere & recevoir 
ceux-ci dans le séjour des bienheureux, quand ils y arriveront a 
leur tour? Et puis, sont-ce donc les hommes qui assurent une 
place & leurs semblables dans ce séjour-la, comme les débiteurs 
de la parabole le font & l’égard de l’économe? Nous croyons 
done plutdt que les amis sont des personnes ou puissances qui 
disposent de ces places; le pluriel, qui a engagé quelques inter- 
prétes & songer de préférence aux anges, ne nous génera pas ici, 
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parece qu’il est tout simplement emprunté au _récit parabolique- 
L’amitié qu’on doit songer & gagner par un bon emploi des biens 
. de la terre, c’est celle de Dieu (Luc xix. 17, sect. 90), et sil 
fallait absolument aller plus loin pour justifier le pluriel, le 
Christ se présenterait immédiatement a notre esprit pour 
Vexpliquer (Matth. xxv. 34 suiy., sect. 106). 

Cette question s’est compliquée par suite d’une variante fort 
curieuse dans notre texte. La legon vulgaire est traduite assez 
convenablement: lorsque Vous viendrez a mourir (litt.: a man- 
quer); mais des témcins anciens et respectables ont une legon 
beaucoup moins facile et par conséquent trés-digne d’attention : 
quand 11 (le mammon) viendra a manquer, quand vous n’en aurez 
plus. Cette legon convient trés-bien a la parabole: l’économe se 
fit des amis pour le moment owt ses ressources antérieures lui 
feraient défaut; le disciple de Christ doit en faire autant pour le 
moment ot les biens matériels n’y peuvent plus rien (Matth. vi. 
20, sect. 14, Luc xii. 33, sect. 66). 

Nous arrivons & une derniére expression du y. 9, qui est bien 
la plus difficile de toutes et qui a le plus dérouté V’exégése. L’ob- 
jet avec lequel on doit se faire des amis est appelé (littéralement) 
le mammon de Pinjustice. Que le mot hébreu, que nous avons con- 
servé avec l’évangéliste, signifie la richesse, largent, avoir pécu- 
niaire qu’on amasse, cela n’a plus besoin d’étre démontré (Matth. 
vi. 24, sect. 14). Que le génitif (de V’injustice) provienne d’un 
idiotisme de la langue hébraique et doive étre rendu par l’adjec- 
tif, cela ne souffre pas de difficulté. Le juge de Vinjustice (Lue 
xviii. 6, sect. 80) est certainement un juge injuste; dans notre 
texte méme, deux lignes plus haut, il était question de l’économe 
de Vinjustice ; et deux lignes plus bas (vy. 11), l’adjectif remplace 
le génitif dans la phrase dont nous nous occupons. Mais qu’est-ce 
done que la richesse injuste? S’arrétant & la signification ordi- 
naire de l’adjectif, on a souvent pensé & un bien mal acquis, 
guoique, @ vrai dire, le mot injuste qualifie celui qui agit con- 
trairement & la justice, ce qui est autre chose. Mais enfin, 
deyons-nous done croire que Jésus supposait & ses disciples des 
biens mal acquis? Et si cela peut avoir été le cas pour quel- 
ques-uns, pourquoi ne leur dit-il pas de rendre & qui de droit ce 
qwils ont mal acquis? Ou bien, si cela n’était pas toujours pos- 
sible, les aumdnes faites avec de argent mal acquis effacent-elles 
le premier tort, de sorte que les amis au ciel n’y regarderont plus? 
Et puis, Péconome de la parabole était-il done injuste (comme 
Vappelle la bible allemande)? Tl manquait 4 son devoir, il 
trompait, il était injidéle, comme Vappelle trés-bien la bible 
frangaise. Enfin, on remarquera qu’au vy. 11, Popposé de la 
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richesse prétendue injuste, est la richesse véritable, le vrai trésor, 
ce qui nous fait voir clairement que le premier adjectif est mal 
traduit. Et au v. 10, le contraire d’injuste est jidéle, ce qui 
semble devoir de nouyeau nous recommander de remplacer le 
mot injuste par infidele. 

Par ces diverses raisons, on a été amené & donner au mot grec 
du texte le sens d’infidéle. Pour l’économe, cela allait de soi; la 
richesse infidéle devait étre celle qui trompe son possesseur, 
parce quwelle n’est pas assurée ; elle peut étre enlevée, perdue de 
diverses maniéres, et en tout cas elle ne nous suit pas dans l’autre 
vie, elle est passagére. On a méme signalé cet emploi du terme 
dans la littérature rabbinique. En apparence, cette seconde in- 
terprétation est de beaucoup préférable & la premiére; & y 
regarder de pres, elle donne également prise a la critique. 
L’économe et l’argent peuvent étre appelés infidéles tous les 
deux, mais chacun dans un autre sens. L’un a positivement 
et méchamment trompé son maitre, l’autre peut manquer acciden- 
tellement au sien. La différence nous semble assez grande pour 
rendre douteux l’expédient exégétique tout entier. 

Mais ce qui nous détermine surtout a abandonner cette expli- 
cation, c’est qu’elle Ote & Vadjectif, dans l’un des deux cas, toute 
valeur morale, tandis qu’elle la lui conserve dans l’autre cas. 
Jamais, dans le Nouveau Testament, cet adjectif, d’un usage 
dailleurs si fréquent, n’est dépouillé de toute portée morale; il 
indique toujours un vice, c’est-a-dire une qualité positivement 
mauvaise, et non pas seulement un défaut, c’est-a-dire l’absence 
d’un avantage matériel. Voila pourquoi nous avons hardiment 
mis dans notre traduction, & la place du terme impossible d’in- 
juste, et du terme insuffisant de trompeur, le mot mauvais, et si 
Von veut passer en revue tous les passages de l’évangile ot Jésus 
parle de l’argent, on verra bien que nous n’avons pas eu tort, La 
parabole de l’économe prouvait une fois de plus que l’argent peut 
étre une cause de péché. Et comme malheureusement il exerce 
sur Vhomme une puissance d’attraction telle, que celui-ci y résiste 
bien difficilement, Jésus était autorisé & le qualifier comme il le 
fait, lors méme que nous voudrions pas faire valoir ici sa coutume 
d’employer partout les termes les plus absolus, quand il s’agit de 
juger soit les hommes, soit les choses. 

D’apres cela, nous raménerons sa pensée & cette thése, que per- 
sonne ne contestera: L’argent est un mal, tant qu’il est un but ; 
i] peut devenir un bien, quand il est employé comme moyen pour 
arriver 2 un but élevé et salutaire. Ce résultat sera confirmé 
par les maximes que Luc ajoute apres la parabole. j 

38 Maximes détachées (v. 10-13). Nous ne tenons pas trop a 
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cette désignation. Si ]’on insistait pour les faire regarder comme 
partie intégrante de la morale de la fable, nous ne ferions pas 
opposition. En tout cas, Luc a été trés-bien inspiré en les 
plagant ici. Seulement le passage paralléle de Matthieu fait 
avoir qu’avec les moyens fournis par la tradition, ce n’était pas 
la seule combinaison possible. 

Ces maximes sont, quand on y regarde bien, au nombre de 
deux: l’une (vy. 13), que nous avons déja rencontrée ailleurs, ne 
nous arrétera pas ici; l’autre reproduit une seule et méme pensée 
sous trois formes différentes (v. 10, 11, 12) ; celle-ci, en effet, est 
dans un rapport plus intime avee la parabole. Le disciple de 
Christ est aussi une espéce d’économe, l’administrateur d’un bien 
qui ne lui appartient pas en propre, qu’il doit faire valoir dans 
Vintérét de son maitre (comp. la parabole des talents). Or, la 
qualité essentielle, unique méme, qu’on est en droit d’exiger dans 
Véconome (outre intelligence des affaires dont il n’est pas ques- 
tion ici), c’est la fidelite (1 Cor, iv. 1). C’est de cette qualité que 
parle notre texte: Celui qui n’est pas fidéle a l’égard de la chose 
moindre, ne le sera pas a l’égard de beaucoup ; celui qui ne lest 
pas a Végard de la richesse mauvaise (fausse, prétendue, corrup- 
trice), ne le sera pas a4 l’égard de la vraie richesse ; celui qui ne 
Vest pas a ’égard de ce qui ne lui appartient pas, ne recevra pas 
ce qui (autrement) lui était réservé. Ces sentences n’ont pas be- 
soin de commentaire. L’une des séries d’épithetes s’applique aux 
biens de la terre, autre aux biens spirituels. La premiére sen- 
tence, toute figurée, se borne a présenter leur valeur respective 
sous forme d’un simple rapport de quantité; la seconde énonce 
ce rapport d’une maniére propre et directe; la troisiéme, enfin, 
fait ressortir cet élément important, que les biens célestes sont 
destinés a devenir une véritable propriété, tandis que les biens de 
la terre, méme dans le cas le plus favorable, ne sont jamais qu’un 
prét. 


One can see that only the opposition to the teaching: 
by not recognizing property as an evil, is keeping the par- 
able from being entirely clear. From this follow such 
circumlocutions as: L’argent est un mal, tant qwil est wn 
but ; aw peut devenir un bien, quand i est employé comme 
moyen ; and to be fidéle & Pargent de la richesse mauvaise. 
Nowhere does it say that money can be a good; every- 
where and at all time the opposite is said, and here wealth 
is called the wealth of unrighteousness, and to be true in 
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relation to unrighteousness is not to have unrighteousness. 
From this conventional comprehension of the parable, 
from these circumlocutions there follows, besides the 
obscurity, the low and fragmentary comprehension of 
the parable, which has a profound significance and is con- 
nected with the whole teaching. 

The meaning of the parable, if we are to believe the 
words of the Gospel, is very simple: to secure his life, a 
man gives to others his false possessions, which do not 
belong to him. This man has secured himself through 
the false possessions which are not his own, that is, he 
has given what is false and not his own, and receives in 
return what is real. Jesus says, And you do the same: 
Give up your imaginary property, your carnal life with 
everything which is supposed to belong to it. But if you 
do not give up this false property, which is not in your 
power, how are you going to get the real life? The 
carnal life is expressed by property, and the word living 
even has the meaning both of possessions and of life. 
Give up your property that you may receive life. 

This parable is only an elucidation from another side 
of the feast of Chapter XIV. Chapter XV. speaks ot 
something else. Chapter X VL. the parable of the steward, 
is only an elucidation of the parable of the supper and is 
in its thought directly connected with it. 


PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND OF LAZARUS 


Lukexvi. 14. Andthe 14, And the Pharisees, 


14, “Hkovoy 5¢ raira 
mavra Kal of Papicator 
pirrdpyupor vrdpxovres, 
kal éeuuxrnprfov avrdy. 

15. Kal eirev avrots, 
‘~uels €or of SuxacodyTes 
éaurovs évamioy TOV ay- 
Opwrwy, 6 de Oeds yuyw- 
gke. Tas Kapdlas vor 
bri 7d év dvOpmmots In- 
Rov, BddAvypa evwmuoy 
Tod Ocod éoruy. 


Pharisees also, who were 
covetous, heard all these 
things; and they derided 
him. 

15. And he said unto 
them, Ye are they which 
justify yourselves before 
men; but God knoweth 
your hearts: for that 
which is highly es- 
teemed among men is 
abomination in the sight 
of God, 


who are fond of money, 
heard this, and began to 
deride him. 


15, And he said to 
them, You justify your- 
selves before men; but 
God knows your hearts; 
what is highly esteemed 
among men is an abom- 
ination in the sight of 
God, 
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16. ‘O vdbuos kal ob 
mpophrat ews “Iwdvvov: 
amd Tore 7 Baoidrela Tod 
Geo evayyeNlferar, Kal 
mas els adrhy Bid erat, 

19. “AvOpwios dé Tus 
hv wrovo.os, Kal évedidv- 
oKeTo Toppipar Kal Bva- 
cov, ebpparvouevos Kab’ 
nucpav Naymrpws. 

20. IIrwxds dé Tus Hv 
dvouate Adgapos, Os éBé- 
BAnTo mpds TOY TVAGVA, 
avrTod HAKwuLEevos, 


21. Kat émiduudv 
xopracOjvar ard Toy 
Wixtoy rov® mumrévtwy 
ard THS Tpamwégns TOV 
mhovolov: adda Kal ob 
Kives épxduevor daréNeu- 
xov Ta Edky avrov. 

22. “Eyévero dé daro- 
Oavety Tov mTwWXOY, Kal 
amevexOAvac avdrov wrod 
Tov ayyéd\wy els TOV 
Kd\rov Tod ’ABpadu: 
améBave 5é Kal 6 m)ov- 
ows, Kal éradpy. 

23. Kal év 7rG Gdn 
érdpas Tovs dp0adpovs 
avtov, brdpxywy év Ba- 
cdvows, opa Tov ABpadu 
amd waKpodev, kat Adva- 
pov éy rots Kdd\rros av- 
TOU: 

24. Kal atrés gwvt- 
cas elwe, Idrep ’ABpa- 
au, edénodv je, Kal méu- 
Wov Adfapov, tva Bawn 
TO &Kpov rod daxTvdAov 
avrod Udaros, kal KaTa- 
Win Thy yA@oody pov: 
br. dduvGpar ev rp proyt 
TAUTY. 

25. Efe dé’ ABpadp, 
Téxvov, prncOnre sre 
drédaBes od Ta ayabd 
gov év TH {wy cov, Kal 
Adfapos opolws Ta KaKd- 


16. The law and the 
prophets were until 
John: since that time 
the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every man 
presseth into it. 


19. There was acertain 
rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: 


20. And there was a 
certain beggar named 
Lazarus, which was laid 
at his gate, full of sores, 


21. And desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich 
man’s table: moreovers 
the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 


22. And it came to 
pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom: the rich 
man also died, and was 
buried; 


23. And in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being 
in torments,’ and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. 


24. And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am 
tormented in this flame. 


25. But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime receiv- 
edst thy good things, 
and likewise Lazarus 
evil things: but now he 
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16, The law and the 
prophets were until 
John; since then the 
kingdom of God is an- 
nounced, and every man 
goes into it by force. 


19. There was a rich 
man, who was clothed in 
silk and velvet, and he 
made merry every day. 


20. And there was a 
poor vagrant named 
Lazarus. And Lazarus 
was full of sores and lay 
at the gate of the rich 
man. 

21. Lazarus wanted to 
live on the remnants 
from the rich man’s 
table; but the dogs came 
and even licked his 
sores. 


22. And the poor va- 
grant died, and the an- 
els carried him to 

braham; the rich man 
also died, and he was 
buried. 


23. And in hell helifted 
up his eyes, and saw 
Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus with him. 


24. And the rich man 
spoke, and said, Father 
Abraham, have pity on 
me, and send Lazarus to 
me, that he may dip his 
finger in water, and cool 
my throat; for it is hot 
in this fire. 


25. And Abraham Said, 
Remember, my son, that 
thou receivedst in thy 
lifetime as many good 
things as Lazarus re- 
ceived evil things: he 
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viv dé b5€ mapakadetrat, 
ov O€ dduvaou. 

26. Kal él raou Tov- 
Tos, pmeTakv nuwy Kal 
Uuory Xdoma péya €or H- 
pixrat, darws ot OédovTes 
SiaBjvac évrevOey mpos 
buds ph SUvwyrar, unde 
of éxetOev mpos Nuds dia- 
TEPWOLV. 

27. Eire 6¢, "Epwrd 
ovv ce, waTep, iva méu- 
Wns avrov eis Tov olkov 
Tov TATpos MoU, 

28. “Exw yap mérre 
adedpovs: Srrws diauap- 
TUpnTrat avrots, iva mi 
kal avrol €MOworv eis Tov 
Tomov TovUTOY THs Bacd- 
vou. 

29. Adyeratr@ ’ ABpa- 
au, “Exovo. Mwoéa xal 
Tovs Tpopytas: adKovod- 
Twoav avr av. 

30. “O 6é eirev, Ody}, 
adrep’ ABpadu: adn édv 
Tis dard vexp@y topevdn 
Tpos avTOvS, [METAVONTOV- 
ou. 

31. Ete dé atr@, Ei 
Macéws cal T&v rpodn- 
TOv ovk aKkovovatv, ovde 
édy Tes €x vexp@v dvacTH 
TEeicOnTovTar. 


is comforted, and thou 
art tormented. 


26. And beside all this, 
between us and you 
there is a great gulf 
fixed: so that they 
which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; 
neither can they pass to 
us, that would come 
from thence. 


27. Then he said, I pray 
thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send 


him to my father’s 
house: 
28. For I have tive 


brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest 
they also come into this 
place of torment. 


29. Abraham saith un- 
to him, They have Moses 
and the prophets; let 
them hear them. 


30. And he said, Nay, 
father Abraham: but if 
one went unto them 
from the dead, they will 
repent. 


31. And he said unto 
him, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose 
from the dead. 
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has been called here, but 
thou art tormented. 


N 
26. And more than all 
that, between us and 
you there is a great gulf. 
Even if one wanted to 
pass from us to you, he 
could not do so. 


27, And the rich man 
said, I pray thee, father, 
send Lazarus to my 
house: 


28. [have five brothers. 
Let him explain things 
to thein, lest they come 
to this place of torment. 


29. And Abraham said 
to him, They have Moses 
and the teachers: let 
them hear them. 


30. But he said, No, 
father Abraham: if one 
went to them from the 
dead, they would come 
to their senses. 


31. And Abraham said 
to him, They have not 
heard Moses and the 
prophets; neither will 
they obey, though one 
rose from the dead and 
went to them. 


(a) Moreover has here the meaning that Lazarus did 
not have a chance to eat the remnants, for the dogs 
ate them; they ate them up so clean that they even 
licked the sores of Lazarus. 

(0) Is wanting in many texts. 


The parable, or rather fable, which stands directly after 
the parable of the steward explains the same simple idea 
that the poor are blessed, for they receive blessedness, 
and woe to the rich, for they have receiyed everything 
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which they wanted, and since this gospel truth is avoidea 
py the church, this fable, like the parable of the steward, 
represents itself as very difficult. 

This is what the church babbles about it (pp. 481-484) . 


By all these features are designated the luxury of the rich 
man and the poverty of Lazarus, and we must assume that this 
rich man was not compassionate toward the poor man and did 
not wish to console hitn and lighten his sufferings, but lived for 
his own pleasure. It does not appear from the parable that the 
rich man was stingy, but only that he was pitiless and heartless 
toward the poor man. 

Was carried by the angels: That is, his soul was carried by the 
angels. It was the belief of the Jews that the souls of the 
righteous are carried to heaven by angels, and the Lord affirms 
this belief. There is no need of seeing here a figurative expres- 
sion, but we must accept it in a literal sense. If the angels are 
ministering spirits, who are sent out to serve those who wish to 
inherit salvation, they, serving man as guardian spirits, during 
his lifetime, naturally cannot leave him in the most important 
moments after death. 

Into Abrahan ’s bosom: Tha’ is, to the kingdom of heaven. 
The figure of speech is taken from the accumbent ttitude at 
feasts, when to recline on the breast was a sign of the particular 
nearness of the accumbent persons. Since the Jews had no doubt 
but that Abraham was God’s friend and lived in bliss in heaven, 
the statement that Lazarus reclined on Abraham’s bosom is the 
same as though it said that Lazarus was deemed worthy of bliss 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

And was buried: This is not said of the beggar; it is to be 
assumed that the beggar’s funeral was poor and there is nothing 
to be said about it ; but the burial of the rich man was magnifi- 
cent and so it is mentioned, in order to show that in life and at 
death the rich man received all the goods of this earth. But the 
rich man’s and the beggar’s condition after death are represented 
in a reverse relation: the beggar is in the bosom of Abraham, 
while the rich man is in hell in torments. Hell is represented 
in the parable with the following features: (1) it is a place 
removed from the blessedness of the righteous; (2) a place of 
torments; (3) separated by a great gulf from the abode of the 
holy souls; (4) the torments in it are great. 

Seeth Abraham afar off, etc.: This, of course, increases his 
sorments, but at the same time gives the unfortunate man some 
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hope of getting an alleviation of them. Thus the spiritual con- 
templation of the bliss of the righteous no doubt increases the 
sufferings of the sinners in hell and can rouse in them hope of 
alleviation, however vain such hope might be. 

Have mercy on me: Haye mercy on my sufferings and lighten 
them. Send Lazarus, that same beggar who in his lifetime lay 
on the ground before his gate, in the hope of getting something 
to eat from the crumbs of his table, What a striking contrast, 
especially for the rich Pharisees, who heard the Lord and derided 
his teaching about the proper use of wealth. 

That he may dip the tip of his finger, etc.: This shows that 
with a glutton the organ of gluttony, the mouth, suffers most; 
his tongue is parched from the strong thirst produced by the 
heat, and he asks Abraham to command Lazarus to lighten his 
torments at least a lttle. The flame, the fire, is a symbol of the 
greatest torments; the figure is taken, no doubt, from the pun- 
ishment of burning, so common with the ancients. 

Son: A hint at the prejudice of the Jews in regard te their 
supposed rights, as the descendants of Abraham, to the kingdom 
of Megsias, a hint which still more increased the sufferings of 
the rich sinner. 

Receivedest thy good things: All the good, all the pleasures and 
joys of the world, which only riches can give. 

And likewise Lazarus evil things: Poverty, contempt, vital 
sufferings. 

He is comforted, and thou art tormented: It is represented that 
Lazarus is in bliss only because he suffered on earth and that 
the rich man suffers torment only because he lived in comfort on 
earth. But, no doubt, the answer has to be complemented here 
by the idea that Lazarus with his calamities was righteous, while 
the rich man with his riches was unrighteous, as he did not 
know how in a proper way to make use of his wealth. 

There is a great gulf fixed, etc.: No doubt, in the literal sense 
the place of torment of the sinners is separated from the place of 
bliss of the righteous; but also a moral gulf is meant, a moral 
condition of both, by which those who have been confirmed in 
evil cannot become righteous and vice versa. This does not 
deny the teaching of the church, according to which those who 
die in repentance, but have not become perfect in the struggle, 
may, by the prayers of the church, pass from the condition 
of torments into a condition of bliss. Sinners and righteous are 
taken here in an unconditional sense. 


This is what Reuss says (pp. 505, 506): 
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2° La forme de la paraboie laisse beaucoup & désirer au point 
de vue éthique. En effet, le v. 25 dit simplement et froidement : 
Toi, tu es tourmenté, parce que tu as regu ta part de bien sur la 
terre; lui, il a eu sa part de maux, donc il est consolé. La 
rémunération future est ainsi présentée comme une simple com- 
pensation matérielle, et le mérite moral n’y entre pour rien. On 
peut dire, & la rigueur, et lon ne manque jamais de dire dans 
Vusage homilétique qu’on fait de la parabole, que le riche a 
été un homme sans pitié, parce qu’il a laissé le pauvre mourir 
de misére & sa porte méme; on peut ajouter que le v. 30 parle, 
apres coup, de conversion: Mais on ne peut pas nier que d’aprés 
le texte, tel que nous l’avons, l’unique vertu de Lazare a été 
d@étre pauvre autant qu’on peut létre. I n’est pas dit le 
moindre mot pour expliquer que cette pauvreté n’était pas leffet 
naturel et mérité de sa propre conduite, comme c’est le cas, neuf 
fois sur dix, dans le monde des réalités; il n’est rien dit des 
qualités morales qu’il aurait eues dans sa pauvreté. Son entrée 
au paradis n’est motivée en aucune fagon, et au point de vue de 
la morale, ’exégése est forcée d’amplifier le récit pour tourner 
cette difficulté. On est ainsi amené @ penser qu’au gré de Jésus 
la pauvreté par elle-méme est un avantage et la richesse un désa- 
vantage, en vue du but finai de la vie terrestre, et lon ne man- 
quera pas de passages paralléles & citer en faveur de cette thése. 
Cependant cela ne nous parait pas suffire pour expliquer le texte. 

3° La difficulté est précisément celle que nous avons di cher- 
cher @ écarter dans le récit précédent. 1] faut donc insister sur 
ce fait que Jésus, pas plus ici que la premiére fois, n’a voulu 
inculquer la vérité que nous avons V’habitude d’y chercher de 
préférence, celle de la rémunération; mais une autre, que nous 
n’y cherchons point ordinairement, savoir celle de la nécessité de 
songer a temps & Vavenir au-dela de la tombe, en face des biens 
terrestres. C’est "homme riche seul qui est en vue; Lazare 
appartient uniquement au cadre; ou bien il sert & mettre en 
relief le portrait principal. Sa personne n’est pas plus impor- 
tante dans le tableau que celle des cing fréres. Or, pour songer 
a l'avenir, Vhomme est suffisamment instruit: il a Moise et les 
prophétes. S’il ne veut pas les écouter, il n’écoutera pas non 
plus les ressuscités, Jésus savait par expérience que les miracles 
mémes n’arrivent pas & vaincre la mauvaise volonté (sect. 28, 63). 
Vous étes riches; usez de vos richesses, non pour votre plaisir 
seul, mais pour le bien commun; les nécessiteux sont & vos 
portes. Qu’ils soient toujours méritants au méme degré c’est Jk 
une question secondaire. De nos jours, un pareil principe est 
bien plus important et plus fécond qu’autrefois, l'aumOne indi- 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 403 


viduelle est le plus souvent stérile, n’étant plus le seul moyen 
d’exercer la charité. 

C’est d’ailleurs la seule parabole dans laquelle un personnage 
fictif soit désigné par un nom propre. Cela a fait penser & 
quelques-uns qu’il s’agit ici d’une histoire véritable. 


Reuss’s conscientiousness and stupidity in this place 
throw a peculiar light on the matter. He says naively : 
“La duficulté est —” He might have added that he tries 
to find the same dificuwlté in the sermon on the mount 
and in many other passages. He is surprised to read 
“parce que tu as recu la part de bien sur la terre,” etc. 
Yes, the same is said in the sermon on the mount; the 
same makes us-recognize that poverty is regarded as a 
good according to the Gospel. “ Mais on ne peut pas nier 
que @apres le texte, tel que nous Cavons, Vunique vertu de 
Lazare a été etre pauvre autant qu’on peut Vétre,’ and, 
“On est ammené & penser quauw gré de Jésus la pauvreté 
por elle méme est un avantage et la richesse un désavan- 
tage.” It is laughable and pitiful. 

The whole teaching of Jesus consists in this alone, that 
indeed man cannot otherwise express his faith in his 
teaching than by the renunciation of property, and that 
is all the teaching consists in, while the interpreters find 
in surprise that he regarded poverty as an advantage, and 
wealth as a disadvantage. 

The theoretical meaning of the parable is this, that the 
lifetime is given to exalt the son of man, to give up the 
carnal life, in order to receive the true life. Death will 
come, and man will be deprived of this possibility. Christ 
expresses in a most material, derisive manner the thought, 
on the one hand, that when life comes to an end and 
death comes, all worldly affairs will. be useless, and, on 
the other, that it is impossible to turn back the pos- 
sibility of life. And he adds that it is not necessary to 
look anywhere for the proofs of the insufficiency of the 
mere earthly life, and that it is clear to everybody that a 
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dead man cannot come back to tell what has happened to 
him, after he is dead, as the rich man is suggesting. 

The practical meaning of the parable is the same, but 
it says directly what has to be done in order that one 
may attain the true life. It is possible to give up the 
carnal life, not in words merely, by not retaining riches, 
so long as there are men who are poor and suffer cold. 
And so the retention of possessions, as long as there are 
poor people, is incompatible with life. To give up life, it 
is necessary first to give up property, and he who does not 
give it up cannot receive life. 

This whole parable is remarkable for its ironical tone. 
The last remark, that if the dead rose they would not be 
believed, hints at the fable of the resurrection of Jesus. 


THE CHIEF COMMANDMENTS . 


Matt. xxii. 35. Then 35. And one of the law- 


85. Kal érnp&rnoev 
els €& adr @vy vomckos, et- 
pagwy adrov, kal héywr, 


36. Avddoxare, ola 
évro\n peyadn év TH 


one of them, which was 
a lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, 
and saying, 

36. Master, which is 
the great commandment 
in the law ? 


yers, tempting him 
asked him, 4 


36, Teacher, which is 
the great commandment 
in the law ? 


vol 5 


This discourse with the lawyer must be placed before 
the discourse with the rich youth. We must remember 
that according to the law of Moses, as the lawyers under- 
stood it and as we understand it, it is by no means pos- 
sible to say that to love God and your neighbour is a 
great commandment. 


Deut. vi. 5. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

Lev. xi. 18. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself: I am the Lord. 


In the law there are many rules, and it is possible to 
select any two rules, that is, to say a thousand different 
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things by the aid of the law. Consequently, Love God 
and thy neighbour, as the chief commandment, is not 
Moses’ thought, but that of Jesus, and the lawyer, in 
agreeing with him and repeating these commandments, 


repeats only what Jesus has said before. 


In the dis- 


course with the youth, Jesus, counting out the command- 
ments, at the end of the most common commandments 
mentions as the completion of them all the commandment 
to love the neighbour, and repeats only what is already 
known; consequently this discourse (the rules which 
Jesus gave) ought to stand first. 


37. ‘O 6é’Inoods etrev 
avT@, * Ayamrjoeas Kv- 
ploy roy Ocdy ov, év 
ody 7H Kapdla cov, Kal 
év d\n TH WuxT cou, Kat 
év d\n TH Stavola gov.’ 

38. Atrn éorl rparn 
kal weryaddn évToXH. 

B89. Aevrépa dé duota 
airy, ‘ Ayamrnoes Tov 
anolov cov ws ceauTdp.’ 

40. “Ev ratrais rats 
dvciv évrodats Odos 0 
vouos Kal of mpopHrar 
KpéuavT at. 

32. Kal ecirev atr@ 
6 Ypaypareds, Kadds, 
diddoKade, em adnOelas 
elas, dre els éote Oeds, 
Kal ovx orev &Ados TAHYV 
avrov. | 

33. Kat 7d dayargv 
atvroy é& Sdns THs Kap- 
Slas, kal é& Sdns Tis 
ovvécews, Kal é€& 8dns 
THs puxfs, kal €& ddns 
THs loxvos, Kal Td aya- 
wav Tov wnoloy ws éav- 
Tov, WAeldy éoTe TavT MY 
Ty ddoKaUTwpdTwY Kal 
TOv Ovodv. 

34. Kal 6 "Inoods, 
ldwy adbroy Sri vouvex Os 


37. Jesus said unto 
him, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with ali 
thy mind. 


38. This is the first and 
great commandment. 


39, And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

40. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the 
law and the prophets. 


82. And the scribe said 
unto him, Well, Master, 
thou hast said the truth: 
for there is one God; 
and there is none other 
but he: 


33. And to love him 
with all the heart, and 
with all the understand- 
ing,’ and with all the 
soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his 
neighbour as himself, is 
more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sac- 
rifices.« 


384, And when Jesus 
saw that he answered 


37, Jesus said to him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy soul, 
and with all thy power, 


38. This is the first 
great commandment. 


39. The second is like 
it: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 


40. In these two com- 
mandments is all the law 
and the prophets. 


32, And the lawyer said 
again, Well hast thou 
said, teacher, that he is 
one, and that there is no 
other but he. 


33. And to love him 
with all thy heart, with 
all thy understanding, 
with all thy life, and 
with all thy strength, 
and to love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself, is more 
important than all the 
services, 


34. And Jesus, looking 
at him, said to him, 


406 


dmexplOn, elrev atTQ, 
Od pakpav ef ard THs 
Bacidelas rot Oeod. 


discreetly, he said unto 
him, Thou art not far 
from the kingdom of 
God. 
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Thou art not far from 
the kingdom of God. 


(a) kal T@v Ovo.dy is wanting in many texts and is 
superfluous. 

(0) In Deuteronomy the words and with all thy mind 
are wanting, and so I omit them. 


The continuation of the verse in Deuteronomy says, 
And these words which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And bind them to thine hand to be a deed for thee, and 
bind them to thine eyes, to look through them. 

And so the idea is that it is not enough to love God 
with words, but we must love him in such a way as to do 
his will. His will is expressed in the following, Love thy 
neighbour, and so Jesus answers directly the lawyer’s 
question as to which is the greatest commandment, 
Honour God so as to love thy neighbour as thyself. 


OF THE RICH MAN AND OF RICHES 


Mark x. 17. And when 


yy 
Li IG! ime RATS pea Ht he was gone forth into 


17. One day a com- 


vou avrov els 600, mpoo- 
Spauwy els Kal ‘yovu- 
meTnoas avtov érnpwra 
avrov, Aiddoxade dya- 
0é, rh mrojow iva fwhy 
alaviov KAnpovoUnTW ; 

18. ‘O dé ‘Inaods éi- 
mev avT@, Th pe Aéyes 
ayabév; ovdels ayabds, 
el un els, 6 Oeds. 

17. Ei 6é GéNers eiced- 
ety eis THY Swhv, THpn- 
gov Tas évTonds. 

18. Aéye: adr, Iol- 
as; 6 6€ “Inoods etre, 


the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to 
him, and asked him, 
Goode Master, what 
shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 


18, And Jesus said 
unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that 
is, God.2 

Matt. xix. 17. But if 
thou wilt enter into 
life,e keep the command- 
ments. 


18. He saith unto him, 
Which? Jesus said, 


mander came running 
up to Jesus, and kneeled 
before him, and asked 
him, Good teacher, tell 
me what good I must do 
that I may inherit eter- 
nal life? 


18. And Jesus said to 
him, What is the use of 
talking about the good? 
There is none good, but 
Goa. 

17. If thou wilt have 
life, keep the command- 
ments. 


18. He said to him, 
Which? Jesus said, 
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Td, od govetoes- ov 
porxevoes’ ov KéPecs. 


19. Od Pevdouaprup7- 
ces’ Tia Tov marépa 
gov kal THY pnrépa: 
kal, ayamnoes TOV TAN- 
aloo cov ws ceauT ov. 

20. Adye aire 6 
veavicxos, Idvra raira 
épurakdunyv éx vedrnrds 
pou: TLeére boTepO; 

21. ‘O 6¢ Inoots éu- 
Brévas abt@ Hydrycev 
avrov, kal elrevy abT@, 
“Ev cou voreper: 

21. Hi OéXes rédevos 
eivar, Umraye, mwArnody 
gov Ta vIrdpxorTa, Kal 
6ds mTwxots: Kal ees 
Onoavpoy év ovpav@e: Kal 
Sedpo, akoNover pu01. 

22. ‘O 8 orvyvdoas 
éri T@ Oyw arHdOe 
AuTrovpevos: Hv yap exwv 
KTHMaATa TONKA. 

23. Kat repiBrevape- 
vos 6 “Inoots déyer Tots 
pabytats avrov, ds 
duckd\ws ol TA XpHuaTa 
éxovres els Tiv Bacr- 
Aelav Tod Oecot eloeded- 
covra. 


24. Oi 6€ pabynrat 
eOauBodvro émi Tots dd- 
yous a’rod. 6 dé Inoods 
mau amroKkpilels éyer 
avrots, Téxva, ms dv- 
oKoNdv ore TOvs TET oLO6- 
tas éml rots xphuaciw 
els Thy Bacirelavy Tov 
cod eloeNOerv. 


25. Evxorw@repéy éore 
kdundov dua THS Tpuya- 
eds THs papldos SuedOety, 
h mrovovov eis THY Bact- 
Aelav TOO Oeod eiceNOery. 


26. Oi dé episodes 


Thou shalt do no mur- 
der, Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery, Thou shalt 
not steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness, 

19. Honour thy father¢ 
and thy mother: and, 
Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as_ thyself. 
ee xx. 13-16; Lev. xix. 

») 


20. The young man 
saith unto him, All 
these things have I kept 
from my youth up: 
what lack I yet? 

Mark «x. 21. Then 
Jesus beholding him 


loved him, and said unto 


him, One thing thou 
lackest.¢ 
Matt. xix. 21. If thou 


wilt be perfect, go and 
sell that thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven; and come 
and follow me. 


Mark x. 22. And he 
was sad at that saying, 
and went away grieved: 
for he had great posses- 
sions. 


23. And Jesus looked 
round about, and saith 
unto his disciples, How 
hardlyf shall they that 
have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God! 


24, And the disciples 
were astonished at his 
words. But Jesus an- 
swereth again, and saith 
unto them, Children, 
how hard is it for them 
that trust in riches to 
enter into the kingdom 
of God! 


25. It is easier for a 
camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. 


26. And they were -as- 
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Thou shalt not kill, Thou 
shalt not commit adul- 
tery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness. 

19. Honour thy father 
and love thy neighbour 
as thyself. 


20. And the com- 
mander said to him, All 
that I have kept from 
my youth. What do I 
lack? ¥ 

21. Jesus looked at 
him and smiled, and 
said, One thing thou 
lackest : 


21. If thou wilt fulfil 
everything, go and sell 
everything which thou 
hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in God: 
then come and follow 
me. 

22. The man was sad 
at these words, and went 
away: for he had great 
possessions. 


23. And seeing how he 
was saddened, Jesus 
looked round and said 
to his disciples, Now you 
see how incompatible it 
is for those who have 
possessions to enter into 
the kingdom of God! 


24. The disciples were 
frightened at these 
words. But Jesus turned 
to them and said, Yes, 
children, I tell you 
again, it isincompatible 
for those who have pos- 
sessions to enter into 
the kingdom of God! 


25. It is more possible 
for acamel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of 
God. 


26. They were even 
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Aéyorres 
Ths 


é£er \nocovTo 
mpos éavrovs, Kai 
Svvatar owOHvat ; 
27, "HuBrdpas 6é av- 
tots 6 ‘Inoods déyer, 
Ilapa avOpwros advva- 
Tov, GAN od mapa Te 
Oc@ mavra yap duvara 


tonished out of meas- 
ure, saying among them- 
selves, Who then can be 
saved? 

27. And Jesus looking 
upon them saith, With 
meng it is impossible, 
but not with God: for 
with God all things are 
possible. 
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more frightened, and 
said to one another, 
Who then can preserve 
his life? 

27. And Jesus looking 
at them said, According 
to the human _ under- 
standing it seems im- 
possible, but according 
to God itis possible. 


égT. Tapa T@ Oew. 


(a) aya@es cannot have here the meaning of good, nor 
virtuous, for from the context it appears that Jesus does 
not deny these qualities in himself, but points out to the 
young men that he and his disciples are not blessed, that 
they do not experience and do not give earthly happiness, 
but, on the contrary, are subject to even greater discom- 
forts than other people. The meaning of aya@es in the 
sense of happy, blessed occurs in 1 Peter iii, 10: For he 
that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile. 

*Ayaéos has the meaning of good, without the distinc- 
tion of whether it is communicated by another, or experi- 
enced by oneself, that is, beneficent and good. The young 
man asks in general about the good, about happiness, 
how he may obtain the good, happiness, comfort. And 
Jesus says, good, that is, satisfied, is God only. We can- 
not attain the good, meaning by it what is agreeable for 
us, but we can acquire life. 

(6) In many texts we find warp or matnp év Tots 
ovpavois instead of God, and this seems to me to be 
better, because, in my opinion, the last words, Honour 
thy father, refer to God the Father. 

(c) Jesus is not talking of eternal life, but of life in 
general. 

(@4) In many texts and mother is omitted. I take and 
mother to be an interpolation, and that the father is here 
God, and that with the last words are repeated the com- 
mandments which were said to the lawyer, Honour God 
and love thy neighbour. 
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What confirms us in this supposition is this, that the 
commandments, Thou shalt not kill, commit adultery, 
steal, and lie, are given in the order in which they are 
given in Moses. But the commandment, Honour thy 
father and thy mother, is mentioned last, though it stands 
before. I assume that Jesus counts out the four com- 
mandments in order to say that he does not reject the 
commandments of Moses, but at the end adds his own, 
of which it was said before that it contains the whole 
law and the prophets. He says, Dost thou acknowledge 
the commandments, those of Moses and the last, in which 
everything is contained, Love God and thy neighbour ? 

(e) One thing thou lackest, is apparently said in deri- 
sion. Jesus repeats his words, and says, Thou lackest 
one little thing, and that is, to fulfil these command- 
ments. 

(f) dvoxcrws really means uncomfortably passed ; it is 
generally used in the sense of wncomfortably, improperly, 
incompatibly. These words express the same as what 
was said in the sermon on the mount about it being 
impossible to serve two masters, God and mammon. 

(g) mapa with the dative has here the meaning of what 
depends on anybody’s judgment. 1 Peter ii. 20, Rom. ii. 
13, Gal. iii. 11, and elsewhere. This meaning is especially 
clear with Oem, where it signifies to have power, the possi- 
bility. It seemed to the disciples that it was impossible, 
and so he said, According to human judgment it is indeed 
impossible, but according to God it is possible. 


The sense of the discourse is this, that a rich and 
important personage comes to Jesus and says, Thou art 
a teacher of the good and of happiness, so tell me what 
good and happiness dost thou teach ? 

Jesus says, I do not teach any good or happiness, 
for God alone is good and happy, but I teach life, how 
to attain life. And to attain life, it is necessary to do 
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the commandments, and the commandments are these, 
In addition to the old ones about not killing, not com- 
mitting adultery, also these, Honour God in such a way 
as to love thy neighbour as thyself. 

The rich man replied, I have fulfilled all these com- 
mandments. Jesus says, If thou hadst fulfilled the last 
two commandments, or even one of them, thou wouldst 
not have any possessions. 

If thou didst really fulfil this commandment about 
loving thy neighbour as thyself, thou wouldst not have 
anything of thy own; thou wouldst have distributed 
everything to those who have not; if thou wishest to 
fulfil the commandments, go and distribute thy pos- 
sessions. 

The important personage frowned and went away. 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, You see that it is true, 
as I have said, that the kingdom of God belongs to the 
poor, that you cannot serve God and mammon. It is 
utterly impossible for him who has possessions to enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

The disciples were frightened. But he said to them, 
It is impossible for him who has possessions to enter into 
the kingdom of God; it is easier for a camel to go through 
an eye of a needle, than for him who has possessions to 
enter into the kingdom of God. They were frightened 
more than ever, and they said, How is this possible ? 
But he said, Judging in human fashion it is impos- 
sible, but judging according to the spirit, according to 
God, it is not only possible, but you cannot even think 
differently. 

No parable, it seems, has given its interpreters more 
trouble than this one. 

This is what the church says (pp. 352 and 355): 


Tf thou wilt be perfect: Such a man as for the acquisition 
of the eternal life has nothing unfinished, nothing lacking, for 
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whom there are no obstacles to overcome in order to obtain 
eternal life. 

Go and sell that thou hast, etc.: The young man boasts of 
having kept the commandments of the law. Now the law 
demanded that he should love his neighbour as himself, and 
that he should love the Lord his God more than all. The Lord 
says to the young man that if he really has gained such love or 
wishes to gain it, if he loves and wants to love God and his 
neighbour as the law demands, he must devote to God and to 
his neighbour both himself and everything which he has, conse- 
quently also his wealth. Sell your possessions, distribute them 
to the poor, and follow me. 

Follow me: Be my disciple. 

Thou shalt have treasure in heaven: Such is the reward for this 
exploit. Jesus commands the youth to leave his wealth, showing 
him that he not only does not deprive him of his wealth, but 
even adds more to it, which surpasses that which he commands 
him to distribute, which surpasses it as much as heaven sur- 
passes earth, and even more. At the same time he calls this 
treasure an ample reward, singular, and such as no one can take 
away, offering this to the young man as much as is in the power 
of man. And so it is not enough to contemn riches, they must 
also be used for the good of the poor, and one must, in particu- . 
lar, follow Christ, that is, do everything which he may command, 
be prepared for suffering, even for death. (Chrys.) This com- 
mandment about distributing one’s possessions to the poor is 
given conditionally : if thou wilt be perfect. We may say of 
it what was said above of celibacy: All men cannot receive 
this saying. 

How hardly shall they that have riches, etc. : Christ with all his 
power rebukes, not the riches, but him who is addicted to the 
riches. 

The danger of riches in the matter of salvation or of the 
moral perfection does not lie in them, but in this, that to 
the sinful nature of man they present many temptations and 
obstacles in observing the commandments of the law and of the 
will of God, when man loves them inordinately. 

It is easier for a camel, ete.: This was a popular Jewish prov- 
erb, which is still current among the Arabs. To show that a 
certain thing was impossible or exceedingly difficult of execu- 
tion, they used to say, that it was easier for a camel or an ele- 
phant to pass through an eye of a needle than for the thing to 
happen. However, some people do not understand an ‘animal by 
the camel, but a thick rope which is used by boatmen in throw- 
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ing out the anchors with which to steady the ships. In neither 
sense can the words be taken in their literal sense; all that is 
intended is to show the impossibility or unusual difficulty. But 
why did Jesus tell his disciples that it is difficult for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven, since they were poor 
and had nothing? Of course, in order to teach them uot to be 
ashamed of their poverty, and, as it were, in order to justify 
himself for having advised them before not to have anything. 

Who then can be saved? If it is so difficult for a rich man to 
be saved, who has the power and the means to do so much good, 
who can after that be saved? the conclusion of the disciples is 
from the greater to the lesser. 

Or: if it is so difficult for the rich to be saved, who of them 
will be saved ? 

Beheld them: This is noticed also in St. Mark, as a peculiarity 
during this answer of the Lord. With his meek and calm glance 
he soothed their agitated thoughts and destroyed the doubt, for 
this is meant by the evangelist’s remark, He beheld. 

With men this is impossible, etc.: It is impossible for men, 
with their human means, to have a rich man saved; men are 
powerless to do so, but God is all-powerful, and for him noth- 
ing is impossible. His loving and saving grace is able to do 
that which man is absolutely unable to do with all his strength 
and means, But in what manner will the impossible be made 
possible? If thou renouncest thy possessions, distributest them 
among the poor, and abandonest thy evil lusts ; for the words of 
Jesus Christ do not ascribe the works of salvation exclusively to 
God, but at the same time express the difficulty of this exploit 
for us, as can be seen from what follows. 


This is what Reuss says (pp. 527-530): 


Dans cette péricope, le fond de la narration est le méme chez 
les trois évangélistes et les différences ne portent que sur des 
détails peu importants. Néanmoins ces différences sont de 
nature & nous faire reconnaitre des rédactions plus ou moins 
libres ou indépendantes l'une de l’autre. 

Le personnage qui est mis en scéne est désigné par Matthieu 
comme un jeune homme, par Luc comme un chef (de synagogue 
ou magistrat ?); les deux versions peuvent s’accorder Ala rigueur. 
La question qu’il pose & Jésus parait avoir été inspirée par un 
sentiment louable, & moins qu’on ne veuille supposer gratuite- 
ment qu'il était venu pour entendre dire qu’il ne lui restait plus 
rien a faire, I] ne se connaissait ni vices, ni péchés graves; mais 
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il pensait qu’il fallait quelque chose de plus que la justice vul- 
gaire pour aspirer a la félicité éternelle ; et se représentant les 
conditions de l’entrée au royaume de Dieu comme une certaine 
quantité de choses a faire, il demandait & connaitre ce qui pou- 
vait encore lui manquer. Il aborde Jésus fort poliment avec 
une formule caressante: Mon bon maitre! 

C’est & cette formule, prononcée sans aucune arriére-pensée, 
que Jésus l’arréte pour lui faire comprendre que la chose dont il 
s’enquiert est infiniment plus sérieuse qu’il ne pense: Pourquoi 
m’appelles-tu bon? Il n’y ade bon que Dieu seul. Le Seigneur a 
parfaitement compris que cet homme ne doutait pas le moins du 
monde qu'il ne ffit bon lui-méme; qu’il ne se faisait pas de‘souci 
au sujet de la portée idéale de ce terme ou de cette notion, qu'il 
n’avait aucune idée de la grandeur des devoirs, mesurés d’aprés 
la sainteté absolue de Dieu et les besoins infinis de ’humaniteé. 
Eh bien, il doit apprendre avant tout & mesurer la distance qui 
le sépare du but, ou plutét, a entrevoir un but sur lequel il n’avait 
jamais jeté un regard. Le grand prophéte auquel il parle, qu’il 
a cru deyoir consulter, de préférence a tout autre mortel, au sujet 
des conditions du salut, décline luicméme V’honneur d’étre appelé 
bon; a plus forte raison, tout autre se gardera d’étre trop pré- 
somptueux a cet égard. Dieu seul est bon, parfaitement, inva- 
riablement. L’homme ne doit pas étre appelé bon, ni surtout 
s’estimer tel, non pas seulement parce qu’il a réellement des dé- 
fauts et qu’il peut faire une chute, mais par une raison dont on 
parle moins souvent: le meilleur peut et doit toujours progresser, 
il lui reste toujours quelque chose & faire, chaque jour améne 
pour lui de nouveaux devoirs. Il n’y a pour lui jamais de sab- 
bat réservé & la contemplation joyeuse d’une ceuvre parfaitement 
achevée (Jean vy. 17; ix. 4). Dans ce sens-la, nous pouvons re- 
connaitre, sans que notre sentiment en soit blessé, sans que nous 
ayons & reprocher & Jésus une affectation de fausse modestie, 
qwil a pu et da refuser la‘qualification que cet homme lui don- 
nait, pour l’éclairer en méme temps sur sa propre valeur morale 
et pour détruire les illusions qu’il se faisait. On comprend que 
certains lecteurs aient été offusqués d’une phrase qui paraissait 
contredire la thése de Vimpeccabilité de Jésus. Aussi voyons- 
nous dans le texte de Matthieu, tel que la critique I’a rétabli, un 
essai de faire disparaitre cette difficulté. Mais il n’en est que 
plus sir que les deux autres textes nous ont conservé la forme 
authentique du discours. 

Aprés cela, Jésus, répondant au fond de la question, com- 
mence par renvoyer son interlocuteur & la loi (comp. Luc x. 29, 
sect. 60). Il n’a pas pu vouloir dire qu’une observation plus ou 
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moins rigoureuse et littérale de certains préceptes, pour la plu- 
part négatifs, suffisait pour gagner le ciel et mériter le titre de 
bon. Le sermon de la montagne nous préserverait au besoin 
d’une pareille erreur. Mais il pouvait vouloir faire faire a son 
présomptueux interlocuteur un retour sur lui-méme, l’amener a 
sonder sa conscience, et en général le préparer, par cette caté- 
chisation basée sur la loi, & des instructions plus spécialement 
évangéliques. Le bon Israélite est & toute épreuve, il subit l’exa- 
men avec une entiére assurance et & sa grande satisfaction. II 
a tout fait, tout observé, et depuis sa jeunesse. Ne faudrait-il 
rien de plus? 

Il fait parade de ses illusions avee tant de candeur, que Jésus 
le prend en affection. Evidemment, comme Juif, il était ce qu il 
pouvait et devait étre. La loi, la régle traditionnelle, ne lui 
demandait rien de plus. Jésus va done élargir le cercle du 
devoir, et se sert & ce propos d’une formule trés-énergique, 
étonnante et méme, si l’on veut, absurde, au point de vue du bon 
sens pratique (Luc xii. 33, sect. 60), mais parfaitement propre 
\ rendre palpable Vidée qu’elle devait représenter. La pierre de 
touche qu’il applique & l’or de cette vertu légale, c’est tout simple- 
ment la question de savoir si. elle irait jusqu’a ’abnégation des 
intéréts terrestres (égitimes, en vue de biens supérieurs, mais pure- 
ment spirituels. S’il pouvait rester le moindre doute a cet égard, 
le fait que Mare explique lui-méme V’invitation de Jésus par cette 
autre formule: se charger de sa croix (sect. 40, Matth. x. 38; 
comp. xvi. 24, sect. 50), et puis l’interprétation donnée plus bas 
par le v. 29 des trois textes, prouvent que nous aurions bien tort 
de ne voir dans la phrase que nous avons sous les yeux, que le 
conseil positif et direct de jeter ’argent par la fenétre. La vertu 
chrétienne ne doit pas se tracer des limites. L’amour de Vargent 
est une des mille pierres d’achoppement contre lesquelles la fai- 
blesse morale vient se heurter, un des écueils qui en révélent la 
fragilité. I] n’est signalé ici qu’é titre’ d’exemple, et l’on aurait 
tort de croire que cette histoire ne doit pas avoir une portée plus 
générale, ou qu’elle doit signaler la richesse elle-méme, objective- 
ment, comme un mal. (Voyez surtout l’explication donnée par 
Mare, v. 24, et qui est incontestablement juste, bien qu’elle puisse 
avoir été ajoutée par le rédacteur, de son propre chef.) 

Cette seconde épreuve, le jeune homme ne la soutient pas. 
Le royaume de Dieu, la vie éternelle, telle qu’il l’a congue, ne 
vaut pas ce prix, ason gré. Jésus le voit partir & regret, et il 
proclame avec douleur devant ses disciples une vérité qwil a bien 
souvent déja répétée sous des formes diverses [Matth. vi. 19 ss. 
(sect. 14); xii. 49 (sect. 29); xiii. 44 ss. (sect. 34); x. 9 ss., 87 
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ss. (sect. 40) ; xvi. 24 ss. (sect. 50). Luc ix. 62 (sect. 58) ; xii. 
22 ss. (sect. 66); xiv. 26 ss. (sect. 73), etc.], mais qu’il trouvait 
bien difficile & inculquer aux hommes, celle, qu’il n’y a de sauvé 
que celui qui sait au besoin renoncer ; qu’en vue du ciel, il faut 
savoir sacrifier les biens de la terre; qu’il y a des moments dé- 
cisifs ot il faut choisir entre l’un et autre. Les hommes sont 
si peu disposés & faire ce choix dans le sens qui leur serait salu- 
taire, que Jésus hasarde le mot impossible, qu’il semble désespérer 
de trouver chez eux Vhéroisme moral. qu’il réclame. L’image 
du chameau et du trou de Vaiguille a le méme sens que celle de la 
montagne transportée par la simple parole; c’est ’expression fi- 
gurée de limpossibilité. On n’a pas besoin pour cela de substi- 
tuer (comme on la proposé) au chameau un cable, ou au trou 
de l’aiguille une étroite poterne, au risque d’amoindrir la force du 
dicton proverbial. Les talmudistes et les Arabes V’ont aussi et 
renchérissent méme sur le chameau en le remplagant par ]’élé- 
phant. 

Les disciples comprennent si bien la portée des paroles de leur 
Maitre quwils s’écrient tovt consternés: Qui done peut étre sauvé ? 
Cela ne veut pas dire: Si les riches risquent de manquer le ciel, 
eux qui ont tant de moyens de bien faire, a plus forte raison les 
pauvres, qui’n’ont rien a donner, n’y arriveront pas. Ils veulent 
dire : Si ce que tous les hommes désirent le plus, est un empéche- 
ment dans la voie du salut, comment espérer que quelqu’un 
arrive jusqu’au bout? Nous ajouterons dans le méme sens: 
Riche et pauvre sont des termes extrémement vagues et pure- 
ment relatifs; la quotité matérielle de la fortune terrestre ne 
détermine pas le degré d’attachement du cceur aux choses 
d’ici-bas, ni les chances plus ou moins grandes que peut avoir 
un homme de réussir dans ses efforts & le vaincre. Seulement 
le cas particulier, qui donne ici lieu & la réflexion du Seigneur, 
présentait cette vérité sous Ja forme la plus palpable et la plus 
populaire. Voild pourquoi cette forme est acceptée et employée 
par lui. 

Aussi ajoute-t-il un autre mot qui fait voir clairement que la 
portée du premier s’étendait bien au-dela de ce que Von appelle 
vulgairement l’aisance et la richesse. Si le salut, la certitude 
de la vie éternelle, l’entrée du royaume de Dieu, était le fait des 
hommes seuls, de leurs efforts constants et infatigables, de leurs 
forces et de leur volonté, aucun n’y arriverait. Il leur faut 
tous appoint des forces divines, l’assistance du saint esprit, 
Vappui de la grace. Pour Dieu et par Dieu tout est possible. 
Ce passage est l’un de ceux qui prouvent de la maniére la plus 
directe que la théologie évangélique, telle qu’elle a été dévelop- 
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pée par Paul, a ses racines dans Venseignement de Jésus jui- 
méme. Plus haut (Luc xvii. 10, sect. 77), nous lisions que 
Vhomme n’a point de récompense a réclamer, lors méme quwil 
aurait fait tout son devoir; ici nous apprenons qu’il ne peut pas 
méme le faire sans que Dieu lui vienne en aide. Ces deux textes 
se complétent l’un l’autre. 


They have to interpret everything in such a way as to 
prove that one may be rich, knowing that the poor are 
starving, and yet be a Christian. And they distort the 
teaching, and misinterpret what has so clearly and with 
such insistency been said so often. 

The Gospel begins by saying that John runs into the 
wilderness, becomes & mendicant, preaches that he who 
has two garments should give one to the poor, and he 
who has food should also give it, and reproaches the rich 
for their riches and their cruelty. 

According to the interpretation of the church it means 
only that John the Baptist smeared people for the king- 
dom of Jesus, but that what is said about wealth and 
poverty is only for an adornment of speech. 

Jesus goes into the wilderness as a mendicant and 
struggles against the temptation of wealth, —- this means 
nothing, — it is only the devil who is tempting God. 

Jesus returns into the world, renounces his home, his 
family, his property, and keeps the company of mendi- 
cants, and preaches to mendicants,— all that means 
nothing. All that shows only the meekness of God. 

Jesus says that God is displeased with rich sacrifices, 
that he rejoices only in the love and compassion toward 
one another, — that is only « quotation from the prophets. 

Jesus explains that the kingdom of God consists in 
renouncing the life of the flesh and in living by the 
spirit, —that is only an explanation of the relations of 
the persons of the Trinity, and has no other significance. 

Jesus, replying to the disciples of John, says that the 
mendicants will know of his good,—that is again an 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED AIT 


adornment of speech. Finally, Jesus delivers his sermon 
in clear words, which are accessible to everybody, saying 
directly what men have to do that they may fulfil his 
teaching. This sermon is regarded both by the learned 
and by the unlearned as the brightest and clearest place 
in the Gospel. And this sermon Jesus begins with the 
words, Blessed are you vagrants, for yours is the kingdom 
of God, and unfortunate are you rich men, for you esteem 
the reward of the flesh. To these words is added the 
little word 7@ mvevpmati, which has no connection with 
anything, and these words are interpreted as sentimental 
phrases, which have reference to meekness; of the fact 
that riches and possessions are the source of evil, are 
cruel, Jesus does not say a word. Not Jesus said that, 
but Proudhon ; and Proudhon is a liar, — he is a socialist 
and an infidel. In the whole sermon nothing but this 
teaching about disinterestedness is elucidated and con- 
firmed. In Chapter V. the rules are given which lead 
to the impossibility of possessions. If all offences are to 
be forgiven, and one is not to defend his own, nor to go 
to court, nor to resist the enemy, then all property is un- 
thinkable. All these rules are rejected and are taken to 
be nothing but sentimental phrases. 

In Chapter VI. it says, Collect nothing, do not lay up 
treasure, that is, have nothing, and, If you lay by, you 
will not be the children of God. It is impossible, it says 
so outright, it is impossible to connect the service of 
God and of mammon. It is clear that if thou hast col- 
jected and laid by, thou wilt not give to the poor from 
what thou hast laid by. But the poor always exist; and 
so it is impossible to lay by, for thou art in the power of 
God. If thou layest by, thou wilt die. Have no care for 
the morrow. This seems precise and clear. 

But Jesus seems to foresee that men will try to conceal 
this, and will misinterpret it, so he adds a few parables: 
about the feast to which only the poor come; about the 
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unjust steward; about the rich man and Lazarus ; he eX- 
presses from every side the idea that it is impossible to 
enter into the kingdom of God with possessions. No, he 
is speaking of everything but of my money-bags, aud 
wealth does no harm; on the contrary, it is very nice. 

More than that. In the discourse with the young man 
the same thing is expressed with such simplicity and 
clearness that it is impossible to discover any new inter- 
pretation for it. But they interpret and invent for Jesus 
such rules as will allow the money-bags to remain un- 
touched. Terrible efforts of glibness of mind and tongue 
are directed toward the proof of this possibility. They 
invent an Ebion, who has never existed, and who is 
supposed to have founded a sect which recognized the 
necessity of poverty as a condition for entering into 
the kingdom of God. Ebion means mtwyoes, that is, 
precisely what Jesus commanded, and the disciples called 
themselves ebions. The Ebionites, that is, those who 
executed his teaching, are a sect, and those who invented 
the Trinity and the sacraments and admit riches, courts, 
wars, are the true followers. But the first disciples of 


Jesus, the apostles, did not understand the teaching 
of Christ. 


Acts w. 44. And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common ; 

45, And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, as every man had need. 

46. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, 

47. Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

Acts iv. 32. And the multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all 
things common. 

33. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace was upon them all. 
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34. Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold, 

35. And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribu- 
tion was made unto every man according as he had need. 


But no, they want to retain the money-bags and yet be 
regarded as children of the kingdom. 

God be with them and with their money-bags. Let 
them keep them, if they will only leave the teaching of 
Christ in peace. This teaching cannot be followed just a 
little: they say themselves that it is the truth. If it is 
the truth, there can be no little truth, — it is either the 
truth or a lie. In order to understand a truth just a 
little, one has to become mad, as the men of the so-called 
science have gone mad, such as Renan, Strauss, Baur, 
Reuss, and all those who consider religion from the 
rhetorical standpoint. 

‘Thus Renan says (Les Apétres, p. 381): 


La foi absolue est pour nous un fait complétement étranger. 
En dehors des sciences positives, d’une certitude en quelque sorte 
matérielle, toute opinion n’est & nos yeux qu’un & peu prés, im- 
pliquant une part de vérité et une part d’erreur. La part 
d’erreur peut étre aussi petite que l’on voudra ; elle ne se réduit 
jamais & zéro, quand il s’‘agit de choses morales, impliquant une 
question d’art, de langage, de forme littéraire, de personnes. 
Telle n’est pas la maniére de voir des esprits étroits et obstinés, 
des Orientaux par exemple. L’ceil de ces gens n’est pas comme 
le notre ; c’est |’ceil d’émail des personnages de mosaique, terne 
fixe. Ils ne savent voir qu’... etc., etc. 

‘That is, he says, We do not believe in anything, and 
we judge about everything. We are right, and we judge 
those who believe. We are so much used to this learned 
rigmarole that we are even not struck by such utterance, 
but if we were to analyze it, we should find it to be the 
delirium of an insane man, who says, I am the king, and 
all those who do not accept my rule are mistaken. 

A man who does not believe in anything does not 
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know anything,—he is a spiritual patient. But the 
learned man shows and proves it throughout the book. 
In all his books he frequently speaks sympathetically 
of Christ’s teaching, and then he suddenly condemns 
Christ’s teaching from the height of some unuttered 
_principle. If a man says something, he must know 
something, so what does he know? In vain will you 
look for an answer: La critique et la science. But what 
is this la critique et la science? Expressing myself in 
elevated style, — as they would speak of their own busi- 
ness, — science, history, and historical criticism are one 
of the sides of the universal, traditional human knowledge, 
which is constantly growing and illuminating humanity. 
The branch with which we busy ourselves is the history 
of the life of humanity, of the formation of its popular, 
governmental, social, cultural relations. The division to 
which we devote ourselves is the history of the evolution 
of the religions. The special case to which we devote 
ourselves is the evolution of Christianity. Very well. 
The first question: Is the tradition of human knowledge 
one or several? The Hindoo, the Chinese knowledge does 
not: seem to have entered into our tradition, and it denies 
our own. I shall be told: Ours includes or will include 
everything, for it is free and seeks only for light. The 
Chinese say differently ; but, all right, I shall agree with 
you. 

Second question: Is not the life of humanity too great 
a subject for knowledge? Since the labours of one 
thousand men will not be enough to describe the life of 
one man, how can the life ‘of all humanity be described ? 
I shall be told: There are generalizations of the form of 
the life of humanity ; we find these, and then we classify 
under them the phenomena of life, compare, find new 
laws, verify them by facts, and such a doctrine forms 
the science of history. 

I ask: Are these generalizations. of form, in which 
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human life appears, always one and the same, unchange- 
able, absolute ? 

I am told: Yes, these forms are the evolution of 
nationalities, states, their institutions, laws, culture, 
religion. 

Very well. I understand these forms, but do not see 
why these forms interest you so much. I know other 
forms also: agriculture, industry, commerce. 

I am told: We include these too, so far as we have 
material for them. 

All right. I know still other forms: education, do- 
mestic life. 

We include them, too. 

I know also entertainments, attires. 

We include them, too. 

I know also the relation to animals, to the home folk, to 
savages; I know also the building of houses, the prepara- 
tion of food; I know also the relation to space, whether 
people live in one spot, or whether they move about, and 
whether much or little; I know also how labour is dis- 
tributed ; I know also about relations in friendship and 
enmity, and an endless number of other things. 

If only the known forms have been chosen and up 
to the present only the forms of the existence of the 
state have been chosen and successfully studied, this 
is not due to the fact that these forms,interest us so 
much, but because we consider them important, and 
because we consider certain forms of the state better 
and others worse, so that the historical investigations 
in this sense are made on the basis of an ideal which 
we had concerning the life of the state. 

The investigation of the others consists in the veri- 
fication of this, to what extent the phenomena under 
discussion agree with those which we have regarded as 
good, and all that is possible in relation to all the 
phenomena of human life as long as we have the 
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naive conviction that in the given case we know what 
is best. But here the historians met with a little 
unpleasantness. In the heat of their game they began, 
like a child throwing all its toys into a basket, to throw 
into theirs everything which came their way: commerce, 
and culture, and customs, and the historical evolution of 
life (they are very fond of this expression): though it 
did not all go into their basket, it in no way interfered 
with their game. If these men are convinced that the 
Paris of the year 1880 is an ideal of the historical evolu- 
tion of life, they find it possible to take this as an ideal 
and describe every other historical evolution of life, by 
comparing it with this ideal; but in the heat of the game 
they have also snapped up religion. Why, there are all 
kinds of religions and they act differently on the lives of 
the nations, and they are a toy, so pick it up. But this 
game was a hot coal. It burned all the toys, and nothing 
was left. 

Indeed, take any phenomenon of human life! If I 
know for certain how to view this phenomenon in the 
best manner possible, I am able to describe it in all 
cases and to follow its development and decay; but 
what is to be done with religion (in Russian — faith) ? 
Faith is not a relation of man to country, market, or the 
franchise, but something which he knows well, and on 
which his whole life is based, from which flows his 
relation to all the manifestations of life, — to the state, 
to the family, to property, to amusements, to the arts, to 
the sciences, to everything. And so it is, in the first 
place, impossible to gobble up faith and chuck it into the 
basket, and if you do, you cannot do anything with it, for 
the structure of the state may be judged by what I con- 
sider to be the best state, and of culture and the laws I 
can Judge only by those which I consider to be the best, 
and so I can say something about religion, because I 
know the best, but nobody knows such, . 
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And suddenly it turns out that the historian says that 
there is no faith now though there was before; but faith 
is the foundation of life, that is, the historian acknowl- 
edges that he really does not know wherein the meaning 
of life consists, and so the meaning of what he said before 
of other things disappears, and all the toys burn up. 

But the historians do not see that. Without knowing 
any real religion, they most naively judge of religion, of 
that from which flows the life of men, on the basis of 
small manifestations of public life, that is, on the basis 
of governmental, economic, and other manifestations. 

Thus Strauss criticizes the whole teaching of Christ, 
because the German life would be destroyed, whereas he 
is used to it. 

Strauss (p. 622): 


Es ist nicht zu verkennen, dass in dem Muster, wie es Jesus in 
Lehre und Leben darstellte, neben der vollen Ausgestaltung 
einiger Seiten, andere nur schwach umrissen, oder auch gar nicht 
angedeutet sind. Voll entwickelt findet sich Alles, was sich auf 
Gottes- und Nachsten-liebe, auf Reinheit des Herzens und Lebens 
des Einzelnen bezieht ; aber schon das Leben des Menschen in 
der Familie tritt bei dem selbst familienlosen Lehrer in den 
Hintergrund ; dem Staate gegeniiber erscheint sein Verhaltniss 
als ein lediglich passives ; dem Erwerb ist er nicht blos fiir sich, 
seines Berufs wegen, abgewendet, sondern auch sichtbar abge- 
neigt, und Alles vollends, was Kunst und schénen Lebensgenuss 
betrifft, bleibt véllig ausserhalb seines Gesichtskreises. Dass 
dies wesentliche Liicken sind, dass hier eine Einseitigkeit vor- 
liegt, die theils in den besonderen Lebensverhaltnissen Jesu ihren 
Grund hat, sollte man nicht laugnen wollen, da man es nicht 
laugnen kann. Und die Liicken sind nicht etwa der Art, dass 
nur die vollstindige Durchfiihrung fehlte, wahrend der regelnden 
Grundsatz gegeben wire, sondern fiir den Staat ins besondere, 
den Erwerb und die Kunst, fehlt von vornherein der rechte 
Begriff, und es ist ein vergebliches Unternehmen, die Thatigkeit 
des Menschen als Staatsbiirger, das Bemtihen wm Bereicherung 
und Verschénerung des Lebens durch Gewerbe und Kunst nach 
den Vorschriften oder dem Vorbilde Jesu bestimmen zu wollen, 
Sondern hier war eine Ergainzung, sowohl aus anderen Volks- 


494 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


thiimlichkeiten, als anderer Zeit und Bildungsverhaltnissen 
heraus, erforderlich, wie sie zum Theil schon riick warts in dem- 
jenigen lag, was Griechen und Romer in dieser Hinsicht vor sich 
gebracht hatten, zum Theil aber der weiteren Entwicklung der 
Menschheit und ihrer Geschichte vorbehalten blieb. 


Renan (Vie de Jésus, Chapitre XI., Le Royaume de Dieu, 
p- 178): 

Ces maximes, bonnes pour un pays ou la vie se nourrit d’air 
et de jour, ce communisme délicat d’nne troupe d’enfants de Dieu, 
vivant en conscience sur le sein de leur pere, pouvaient convenir 
a une secte naive, persuadée & chaque instant que son utopie allait 
se réaliser. 

And this stupidity is so enticing that the moment a 
man has not his own ideas, and knows nothing, since he 
does not believe in anything, and wants to philosophize, 
he begins to write a history of religion. In all the 
novels wise men are all the time writing histories of 
religion, that is, that which one cannot even think about, 
that is, that which makes me out to be insane. 


JESUS AND ZACCHEUS 


Luke xix, 1. And Je- 


1. Kal elaehOwy dinp- 
hee ra sus entered and passed 


xeTo THY ‘Tepry uw: 


1. And entering Jeri- 
cho, Jesus walked 


2. Kal 600 dvip dvd- 
ware Kadovpevos Zak- 
xXaios, kal ards Hy apxi- 
Tehwvys, Kal ovTos fv 
mdovavos* 

3. Kal é¢pre idetv 
tov Incobv rls éort, Kat 
ovK OvvaTo dard Tov 
bxdov, Ore TH HrKla 
MLKpos Av. 

4. Kal rpodpayav 
éumpoobev aveBn emt ov- 
Kopopéay, tva tidy abrdv: 
bre Se ékelvns Auedre 
Ovépxer Oar. 


BR \ 


& Kal ws Adev éml 
roy Témov, dvaBdépas 6 


through Jericho. 

2. And, behold, there 
was a man named Zac- 
cheus, which was the 
chief among the publi- 
cans, and he was rich. 


3, And he sought to 
see Jesus who he was; 
and could not for the 
press, because he was 
little of stature. 


4. And he ran before, 
and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see 
him; for he was to pass 
that way. 


5. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he 
looked up, and saw him, 


through the city. 

2. And there was a 
man named Zaccheus, 
who was the chief of 
the tax-collectors, and 
he was rich, 


3. And he wanted to 
see Jesus, what kind of 
a man he was; and he 
could not make his way 
through the crowd, be- 
cause he was little of 
stature. 

4, So he ran ahead and 
climbed up a tree to see 
him when he passed that 
way. 


5. When Jesus passed 
by, he looked at him, 
and said, Zaccheus, 
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*Inoods cidev abrov, kal 
cle mpds airov, Zak- 
Xale, orevoas KardBnbu- 
onuepov yap év TO otkw 
cou det we pecvac. 

6. Kal omevoas xar- 
éBn, Kal vredéEaro av- 


Tov xalpuy. 

7. Kal (6dvres daravres 
dueydyyugev, éyovrres, 
"Ore mapa duaprwr@ 
avopt elondOe Karand- 
oa. 


8. Zradels 5é€ Zak- 
xatos ele mpos Tov Kv- 
piv, ‘Ido, Ta tulon 
Tv vrapxdvTwy ov, 
Kvpte, dl6wuc Tots TTw- 
xots: kal ef Tivds Te éav- 
KopavTnca, amodlowur 
TeTpaT dovr. 

9. Hire 6€ rpds adrév 
6 “Inoots, “Ore otmepov 
cwrnpla TE olkw To’Tw 
éyévero, Kabére kal av- 
Tos vids’ ABpadu éoruv. 

10. “H\ée yap 6 vids 
ToD avOpwmov Snrioat 
kal o@oat TO Grod\wNds. 


and said unto him, Zac- 
cheus, make haste, and 
come down; for to-day I 
must abide at thy house. 


6. And he made haste, 
and came down, and re- 
ceived him joyfully. 


7. And when they saw 
it, they all murmured, 
saying, That he was gone 
to be guest with a man 
that ig a sinner, 


8. And Zaccheus stood, 
and said unto the Lord; 
Behold, Lord, the half 
of my goods 1 give to 
the poor; and if I have 
taken anything from 
any man by false accusa- 
tion, [restore hiim four- 
fold. 


9. And Jesus said unto 
him, This day is salva- 
tion come to this house,¢ 
forasmuch as he also is 
a son of Abraham. 


10. For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to 
save that which was 
lost. 


(a) oixos means kind, generation. 
oixos, the person spoken of is meant, namely, Zaccheus. 
Jesus calls him the species of this house, and J translate it 
by the child of this house. 


(0) Son of Abraham has a special meaning. 
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make haste, and climb 
down; for to-day I want 
to stay at thy house, 


6. Zaccheus climbed 
down at onve, and joy- 
fully received him in his 
house, 

7. And they saw it, 
and began to grumble, 
saying, Why did he stop 
at the house ofa sinner? 


8. And Zaccheus went 
up to Jesus, and sai to 
him, Sir, half of wy 
goods I will give to the 
beggars, and if I _ have 
wronged any one, I will 
give him fourfold. 


9. And Jesus said in 
reply, Now the child of 
this house wil! be saved, 
for he is a son of Abra- 
ham. 


10. For the work of 
the son of man consists 
in finding and saving 
what has perished and 
is perishing. 


Here by the word. 


This 


meaning is clearly expressed in Gal. iil. 7: Know ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham. In the same sense we have here 
the son of Abraham, that is, he who believes in the same 
way as Abraham, who does as Abraham, who by the 
sacrifice of his son showed his faith. 

Evidently Zaccheus knew Christ’s teaching and was 
fond of it or else he would not have made such an effort 
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to see Jesus, and evidently Jesus, seeing him in such a 
perilous position, and noticing the expression of his face, 
and maybe hearing the words which expressed this love 
for his teaching, addressed him. Just so we must as- 
sume that Jesus spoke with him in his house, and that 
Zaccheus’ words as to giving away half his property were 


an answer to Jesus’ teaching. 


41. Kal caflcas 6’In- 
gos KaTévayTe TOU yago- 
puraklov, eOewper mas O 
dxdos BadAex Xadkow els 
TO «yagopuddKuov. Kal 
aoNndot mdova.or €Buddov 
ToNNG* 

42. Kat édMotoa pula 
xhpa tmwrwxh  €Bare 
NerTa& Ovo, & E€oTL KO- 
Opavrns. 

43. Kal mpooxadeod- 
pevos Tovs wabynTras av- 
Too, Néyer abrots, Auhy 
Néyw viv, b7t N XHpa 
alTn ) TTwXH W)elov 
mavTwy BéBAnke THY 
Baddvrwy els TO yalopu- 
AdKLov. 

44. IIldavres yap ék 
TOU TEpiacEvOVTOS avTOLS 
ZBadov: airy be ék THs 
voTepjocews avT Hs wavTa 
dca eixev €Badev, ddov 
Tov Blov abTjs. 


Mark xii. 41. And Je- 
sus sat over against the 
treasury, and _ beheld 
how the people cast 
money into the treas- 
ury: and many that 
were rich cast in much. 


42. And there came a 
certain poor widow, and 
she threw in two mites, 
which make a farthing. 


43, And he called unto 
him his disciples, and 
saith unto them, Verily 
Isay unto you, That this 
poor widow hath cast 
more in, than all they 
which have cast into 
the treasury: 


44. For all they did 
east in of their avun- 
dance; but she of her 
want did cast in all that 
she had, even all her liy- 
ing. 


41. And Jesus sat down 
opposite the money-box 
and watched the people 
put the money into the 
box; and many rich 
people passed by and 
threw in much money. 


42. Ard there came a 
certain poor widow and 
she put into the box two 
mites, which make a 
farthing. 


43. And he called his 
disciples, and said to 
them, Verily, I tell you, 
This poor widow has put 
more than the rest into 
the box. 


44. For they threw in 
of their abundance; but 
she of her want threw 
in everything she had, 
—all her living. : 


Men are in the habit of measuring by the use which 
the sacrifice brings, and so Jesus, pointing to the two 
mites of the widow, said that she who gave up everything 
which she had, her whole life, was the only one who 
really gave; but the rest gave nothing, for they gave 
what to them was superfluous. 

This little parable is very important. It simply con- 
firms from another side the statement that in order to be 
able to do the wili of God, it is absolutely necessary to 
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be poor. In order to give something, it is first necessary 
to give up everything, to have nothing. To give up 
three-fourths of one’s property and yet not to deprive 
oneself of anything in life means not to give up anything. 

As a rule people who do not like this demand and in- 
terpretation of Jesus, and no rich men like it, say, We are 
commanded to give up everything, and this no one does, 
or can do, consequently it is untrue; and yet it is better 
to give up at least a little of one’s abundance, —at least 
the poor will be filled and the naked clothed. 

But such a reflection is based on a want of comprehen- 
sion of the teaching. Jesus Christ nowhere commands 
men to give to the poor, so that the poor may be filled 
and satisfied; he says that a man must give everything 
to the poor, in order that he himself may be happy. He 
does not command or say what each must give, but an- 
nounces the true good to men and says that a man who 
has attained the true good and who is seeking the true 
life will by all means give up all his possessions and thus 
find happiness. It is impossible to serve God and mam- 
mon, is not a rule, it is a reality: not that it is not fit to 
do so, but it is impossible. 

jie who will not leave his house, possessions, and 
family, and will not follow me, cannot be my disciple, 
that is, has not comprehended me: he who has compre- 
hended me will do so for the very reason that he has 
comprehended. 

The young man who boasted of observing the com- 
mandments, even the commandment about loving his 
neighbour as himself, was convicted by this very fact. 
He had not yet entered into the possibility of keeping 
the commandments, if he had not got rid of his riches. 
Riches are an obstacle to entering into the kingdom of 
God. Consequently those who assure us that, if it is 
impossible to do what Jesus Christ commands, it is better 
at least to give something for the benefit of the poor, are 
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speaking of something different from what Jesus says. 
Jesus not only fails to speak of the material use, he does 
not even know it. He commands us to give away our 
possessions that they may not be an obstacle to hfe; 
after a man has given away his possessions, he teaches us 
that a man’s happiness consists in pitying and loving men. 

Consequently, in order to obtain the possibility of 
giving up his life, a man must first of all give up his 
unrighteous wealth, and so those who give or establish a 
mite for the poor must leave Jesus Christ and his teach- 
ing in peace. He does not command it. If they do so, 
they do it for their amusement ; and let them say so. But 
giving of one’s abundance Jesus Christ considers as a mat- 
ter of indifference, that is, he says nothing about it, 
though he distinctly forbids giving in such a way that 
others should see it. 


THE MEASURE OF GOOD 


3. Kal évros avrod év Mark xiv. 3. And be- 3. Jesus happened to 

Pee akin hp _ ing in Bethany, in the beinthe house of Simon 

Bravia, év OEE zl house of Simon the the leper. A woman 

bwvos Tov Nerpot, KaTa- leper, ashe sat at meat, came up to him: she 

keyuévov avtrov, Oe there came a woman was rich in the posses- 

ney 2) 7 having¢an alabaster box sion of a pitcher of 

yn exovea ahd Ba- of ointment of spikenard precious oil, She broke 

oTpov ptpov vapdouv mi- very ‘precious; and she the pitcher, and poured 
TUS TodvTedods’ Kal braked the box, and the oil on Jesus’ head. 

currolWaca 7d ddd Ba- poured it on his head. 
nh (4 


oTpov, Katéxeev avrov 
KaTa THS Kepanfs. 


(«) In Matthew and in Mark we find the same expres- 
sion, €youca addBactpov pvpov, which ought to be trans- 
lated by had in her possession a pitcher of oil, and which 
I translate by she was rich in the possession of a pitcher 
of ol. From the meaning of what follows, especially 
from the words éyovca pupor, she had in her possession, 
we must understand that she was a vender of oil, and 
that that was everything she had, at least at that moment. 
If the woman did not always carry that oil, then she 
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would have to go with the set purpose of fetching the oil, 
and then the chief significance of the passage would be 
lost ; besides, if it had not been so, it would have said so. 
Instead of éyouvca, having the oil, it would have said 
bringing the oil. But it says éyouoa, and so we must 
inevitably assume that this woman always carried the 
precious oil with her. And if she carried it, she did so 
for the purpose of selling it, or transferring it from one 
place to another. In any case, the woman was carrying 
a precious thing and not only did not have in mind wast- 
ing it, but carried and watched it as a precious thing. 
This we must keep in mind, in order that what follows 
may be clear. The word precious is given in all three 
gospels, in order to accentuate it. 

(o) The fact that she broke the pitcher shows that she 
could not open it quickly, and, above all else, that she es- 
teemed little the precionsness of the oil. 

The detail about wiping it off with her hair is out of 
place and evidently mixed up with the incident with the 
harlot. 


2 


3. “H 6€ olkia érXy- 3. And the whole room 


was filled with the pleas- 


John wii. 3. And the 
house was filled with the 


pwn ék THs douHs 7100 
pubpov. 

8. “lddvres 5€ of pu- 
Onral avrod ayavaxTn- 
cay, Méyovres, His ri 7 
amwdea ary ; 


9. "Hdvvaro yap Toiro 
TO uvpov mpabjvat mor- 
ov, Kal. do0nvat Tots 
TTWXOCS. 

4. Adyar ofy es ék 
TaV uabntr&y advrod, 
"Tovdas Ziuwvos “loxa- 
porns, 6 médAdayv adrov 
mapad.ddvar, 

5. Atari rofro 76 
“poy ovK émpadbn TplaKo- 
slwy dnvapiwy, Kal €660n 
TTWXOLS ; 


odour of the ointment. 


Matt. xvxevi. 8. But 
when his disciples saw 
it, they had indignation, 
saying, To what purpose 
is this waste ? 


9. For this ointment 
might have been sold 
for much, and given to 
the poor. 


John «ii. 4. Then saith 
one of his disciples, 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, which should be- 
tray him, 


5. Why was not this 
ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and 
given to the poor? 


ant odour of the oil. 


8. And the disciples 
were displeased, and 
tney said to one another, 
To what purpose is this 
waste of the precious 
oil? 

9. This oil might have 
been sold for much, and 
given to the poor. 


4. Then one of his dis- 
ciples, Judas Iscariot, 
the one who betrayed 
him, said, 


5. It ought to have 
been sold: the oil is 
worth three hundred 
ence, and it ought to 
te given to the poor. 
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6. Hime dé robro, odx 
ére mepl TOV TTaXav 
Zuedev att@, GAN Ore 
KNérTns Hv, Kal TO yAwo- 
obxou“ov eixe, Kal TH 
BadrAdpueva €Bdarager. 

10. I'vods 5é 6’ Inaods 

elrev avrots, Tl Kdmous 
mapéxeTe TH ‘yuvatkl; 
Zpyov yap Kadov elpyd- 
caro els eye. 
7. Ildvrore yap rovs 
mrwxovs éxere mel” Eav- 
Trav, Kal 6rav OédnTE 
Svvacbe avrovs ed mot- 
foo: éue 6€ od mavrToTE 
exere, 

8. °O cixev arn, érol- 

noe mpoédaBe puploae 
pov 70.0 Gyo. els Tov €vTa- 
plac pov. 
ies "Auny Néyw Dyer, 
Orov adv knpuvx0y 7d 
evayyéXvov ToUTO els Ohov 
Tov Kbcpov, Kal 6 éroln- 
cev aiitn adnOnoerat 
els pvnuocuvoy avr7s. 


6. This he said, not 
that he cared for the 
poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the 
bag, and bare what was 
put therein. 


Matt. cxvi. 10. When 
Jesus understood it, he 
said unto them, Why 
trouble ye the woman? 
for she hath wrought a 
good work upon me. 


Mark «xiv. 7. For ye 
have the poor with you 
always, and whensoever 
ye will ye may do them 
good; but me ye have 
not always.¢ 


8. She hath done what 
she could: she is come 
aforehand to anoint my 
body to the burying. 


9, Verily I say unto 
you, Wheresoever this 
vospel shall pe preached 
throughout the whole 
world, this also that she 
hath done shall be 
spoken of for a memo- 
rial of her. 
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6. He said this, not 
that-he cared for the 
poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the 
box for the poor upon 
him. 


10. Jesus understood 
it, and said, Why do you 
trouble this woman? 
Leave her alone, for she 
has done a good act on 
me. 


7. Youalways have the 
poor among you, and you 
can do them good when- 
ever you please; but I 
am not always with you. 


8. What she had she 
gave away: she has be- 
forehand anointed my 
body for the burial. 


9. Verily I tell you, 
Wherever in the world 
the true good will be 
told, a word will be said 
of what she has done. 


(a) If to the words, Ye have the poor with you always, 


there were not added, But me ye have not always, the 
meaning of Jesus would be this, Do not rebuke the 
woman for not having given to the poor whom you do 
not see, but having given to me; the poor are always 
before you; whomever you pity is poor. I am poor and 
she has pitied me, and has done well. But the words, 
Me ye have not always, and the next verse about her 
having done it as a preparation for the burial, shows that 
he is hinting at his death. In my opinion, Jesus, reply- 
ing to Judas’ reflection in regard to the profit, says, There 
is no profit in a good deed, and every deed may be inter- 
preted as being aseful or useless, as you may wish. It is 
impossible to do a more reckless act than what this 
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woman has done, but even this act may be interpreted 
in the sense of profitableness. 

She has poured the oil over my body. You say, In 
vain has she done so. How do you know? I shall die 
soon, and then it will appear that she did well, — she has 
prepared my body for the burial. 

Oil is poured over Jesus as it is poured over a dead 
body, and he jestingly expresses his thought that no one 
can know what is useful, and what not. 

But after the jest in response to the expression of the 
usefulness of the act, Jesus speaks of the significance of 
the deed in the sense of the good, and here says that this 
act is the best expression of the good which he teaches. 


The disciples measure the good by its use, and so con- 
daemn the woman and trouble her, and she does not know 
whether she has done well or not in taking pity on Christ 
and in having given him everything of value which she 
had. Judas in particular is dissatisfied. 

Christ says, Do not trouble her,—she has done the 
greatest good which she could do. Do not speak of 
the poor, whom you do not see, nor pity, nor love. She 
saw me, and she pitied me and gave me everything 
she had. 

Nothing better can be dene. ‘The woman wasted three 
hundred pence, because she pitied Christ and waived to 
do'him some good. Is it a good act, or not? We are so 
accustomed to live according to the law of Judas Iscariot, 
that there is not a single man who, seeing such a deed, 
would not say that it is a senseless and even bad act. 
The example is exceedingly striking. The vessel with the 
precious oil is wasted. For what? Who profits by it ? 

There, in the street, there are hundreds of the poor. 
Would it not be better to give it to them? It could not 
have caused Jesus Christ any pleasure. He himself pities 
the poor, so how can he help condemning the foolish 
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woman? Judas condemned her, and all the disciples 
after him. And the reflection, why the woman is foolish 
and has done a foolish act, is so simple and so clear, that 
nothing can be said. But Jesus Christ did not condemn 
her; on the contrary, he praised her, and said, Every- 
where, in the whole world, where the true good will be 
announced, they will tell of what she did. She rejected 
her riches in the name of pity. She did something sense- 
less as far as the children of this world are concerned, for 
the sake of pity. In her act she united both foundations 
of Jesus’ teaching, Give up everything which thou hast, 
and pity and love thy neighbour. With one act she gave 
away and showed pity: she broke the vessel with the oil, 
lost everything which she had, and anointed Jesus’ head, 
because she pitied him. What would come of it, Judas 
thought and knew. He said that the oil was wasted. 
But we, who are among those to whom the true good has 
been announced according to the foolish act of this 
woman, understand the meaning of the Gospel. It is 
easy to condemn, not only this act, but any other act of 
love and compassion. It is always possible to do some- 
thing more useful, but every act of love and compassion 
calls forth, not in Judas, but in the sons of God, a desire 
to imitate such an act, to do something greater or even 
the same; only in Judas it produces a reflection about 
usefulness. 

But John the Divine has explained the meaning of 
Judas’ reflection. He said, It was not because he had 
any care for the poor, but because he was a thief and 
carried the box for the poor. It is incomprehensible 
how after these simple, clear, apposite words there can be 
any charitable institutions in Christian societies. They 
are directly based on the reflection of Judas, and directly 
contradict the words of Jesus Christ, You have always the 
poor with you. The explanations of John the Divine 
leave no doubt as to the significance of the men who 
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establish such institutions: They do it, not because they 
care for the poor, but because they carry the money-boxes, 
and because they are thieves. 

The thieves are unfortunately too often to be taken in 
the direct sense, and always in the transferred sense: not 
the care of the poor, but the care for worldly advantages 
and combinations, and vanity make them judge like 
Judas, and do the same as he did. 


Mark ix. 61. For he 


31. Edldacke yap rovs 
mabnras avrov, kal €)Ne- 
yev avrots, “Ore 6 vids 
Tov avOpwrov mapadléc- 
Ta els YEtpas avOpwrrwy, 
kal amroKTevovo. avrdoy: 
kal dmroxravéels, TH Tpl- 
TH NMEpa avacTHceT ar. 

32. Ob dé Ayvdour 7d 
pjua, kat époBobvro av- 
Tov €mEepwT Hoa. 


taught his disciples, and 
said unto them, The Son 
of man is delivered into 
the hands of men, and 
they shall kill him; and 
after that he is killed, 
he shail rise the third 
day. 


32. But they under- 
stood not that saying, 
and were afraid to ask 
hin. 


31. And he taught his 
disciples, and said to 
them, The son of man is 
delivered into the power 
of men, and he will be 
killed, and he will rise 
on the third day after 
he is killed. 


32. But they did not 
understand his saying, 
and were afraid to ask 
him. 


Jesus tells his disciples and the people that, although 
his whole teaching is an announcement of the true good, 
which gives life to all men, one must be prepared for all 
earthly sufferings, in order to follow this teaching; that 
the elders, priests, and learned men will not accept this 
teaching about the son of man and will reject him; that 
the son of man, that is, all men, who will confess the 
consciousness of God, will have to experience many per- 
secutions and torments. The words about the son of man 
rising on the third day either has this sense, that, in spite 
of all persecutions, the son of man cannot be destroyed 
and will soon rise again, or they have no sense. The first 
meaning must be the correct one, for immediately after 
this Jesus says that soon, so soon that many who were 
present would not yet have died, the teaching of the son 
of man will take possession of men, and will appear not 
in persecution, but in force. 
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Why should men who profess the 
teaching of love suffer? Is it not possible to avoid 
suffering, to obviate what causes suffering? Is it not 
possible to conceal that which will agitate and infuriate 
people ? says Simon Peter. And Jesus angrily replies to 
him, Away from me, tempter! Thou thinkest of human, 
and not of divine things. For divine things there are no 
sufferings, no torments. He who wants to follow me, he 
who has comprehended the teaching must renounce this 
earthly life and must not be ashamed and afraid to show 


But why suffer ? 


the truth before men. 


Verse 31. 


is given into the power of men. 


The son of man, the consciousness of God, 
Men have oppressed it 


and will oppress it, but it will rise up again. 


33. Tlwvhoare Ta 
irdpxovra wtuav, Kal 
dore é€Xenuootyny. movn- 
care éavTots Baddvria 
wh Tmadaovpeva, Onoav- 
pov avéxderrrov, év Tots 
ovpavots, dmrov KérT7ns 
ovk éyylte, ov6e ahs 
Ovapbelper. 

12. "Eneye dé kal TO 
Kekankore adrov, Oray 
mons dpictov % detrvoy, 
wn pdver tods dldous 
cov, unde Tos ddedpovs 
gov, nde Tos cuyyevels 
gov, unde yelrovas m1 )ov- 
cious: unmore Kal avrol 
ce ayrikaréowot, Kal 
yévnral cou avrarddoun. 

13. “ANN brav rovgs 
doxyv, Kader rrwxovs, 
dvamnpous, xwAovs, TuU- 
provs: 

14. Kal paxdpws eon: 
bre obk Exovow dvTaro- 
dotval cou: dvtamo0d0bn- 
CeTaL yap gor ev TH dva- 
trace TOY Sikalwy, 


Luke xii. 33. Sell that 
ye have, and give alms; 
provide yourselves bags 
which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens 
that faileth not, where 
no thief approacheth, 
neither moth corrupt- 
eth. 


Luke xiv. 12. Then 
said he also to him that 
bade him, When thou 
makest a dinner or a 
supper, call not thy 
friends, nor thy breth- 
ren, neither thy kins- 
men, nor thy rich neigh- 
bours; lest they also bid 
thee again, and a recom- 
pense be made thee. 


13. But when thou 
makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the 
lame, the blind: 


14, And thou shalt be 
blessed; for they cannot 
recompense thee: for 
thou shalt be recom- 
pensed at the resurrec-— 
tion of the just. 


33. Sell your estates, 
and give alms. Provide 
yourselves with bags 
which do not grow old, 
an inexhaustible treas- 
ure with God, where no 
thief can approach and 
no moth can fly. 


12. And if thou wishest 
to givea dinner cr a sup- 
per, do not cal] thy 
friends, brothers, rela- 
tives, or rich neigh- 
bours, for the purpose 
that they may call you 
also and pay you back. 


13. But when thou 
makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the 
Jame, the blind: 


14. And thou wilt be 
happy; for they cannot 
pay you back, but thou 
wilt be recompensed at 
the reéstablishment of 
the just. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 

Life consists in doing the will of God. 

In order to do the will of God it is necessary to give 
up the carnal life as a food for the life of the spirit. He 
who does the will of God gives the carnal life for the life 
of the spirit. The fulfilment of the will of God is possible 
only by giving the carnal life as a food for the life of the 
spirit. In this consists the complement and the fulfilment 
of the worship which Jesus has given ; in this lies the new 
divine worship, as compared with the old. Such is the 
difference between the law as given by Moses and’ the 
worship by deeds as given by Jesus Christ; in this does 
the serving of God in the spirit and with works consist. 

Jesus said, In the kingdom of God will be the vagrants, 
the mendicants, and not the rich and mighty, because the 
will of God consists in fulfilling the law. But the whole 
law is in five rules, Not to offend, not to commit debauch- 
ery, not to swear, not to judge, not to wage war. He 
who fulfils this law will not be rich and mighty: he will 
be what men call a vagrant, a mendicant; he will give 
up his carnal life and will be in the power of God. To 
be in the kingdom of God and to fulfil the law of God, 
one must do so in fact, by giving the carnal life for the 
life of the spirit. In this consists the peculiarity of 
the teaching of Jesus,— in this is the revelation of the 
comprehension. 


28. Te dé bury doce? ; 
A&vOpwros exe Téexva vo, 
Kal mpoceNOoy TH mpw- 
Tw elme, Téxvov, traye, 
onwepov épydfou évy T@ 
GureNG@ve [ov. 

29. ‘O d€ droxpibels 
elev, Ov Oéd\w taorepov 
dé werapednbels, arqnoe. 

30. Kal mpocedOav r@ 
devtépw elrev woatrws. 
6 6€ drroxpiOels ire, 
"Eya, kvpie> kal ov« 
dm AOe. } 


Matt. xxi, 28. But what 
think ye? A certain man 
had two sons; and he 
came to the first, and 
said, Son, go work to- 
day in my vineyard. 


29. He answered and 
said, I will not; but af- 
terward he repented, 
and went. 

30. And he came to the 
second, and said like- 
wise. And he answered 
and said, I go, sir; and 
went not, 


28. What do you think? 
A man had two sons; and 
he came to the first, and 
said, Go work to-day in 
the garden. 


29. He replied, and 
said, I will not; but af- 
terward he thought it 
over, and went. 

30. And the father 
came to the second, and 
said the same. But he 
said in reply, Yes, 
father; and he did not 


go. 
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31. Tls é trav dvdo 
érolyce TO OéAnua TOV 
marpos ; Aéyouow avT@, 
‘O rp&ros. 


This parable is 


into the discussion of John’s meaning. 


31. Whether of them 
twain did the will of his 
father? They say unto 
him, the first. 


only in Matthew, 
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31. Which of the two 
did his father’s will? 
They say to him, The 
first. 


and is introduced 
Its significance 


is there very obscure, and it adds nothing to what has 
been said without the parable. However, the meaning of 
this parable refers to Verse 21 of Chapter VII. and to 
what follows, and elucidates the idea which is expressed 
in those verses. 


Matt. wri. 21. Not 21. Not every one who 


21. Ov was 6 Néyor 


wot, Kupe, Kupre, eloe- 
Nevoerar els THY Baci- 
Nelav rv ovpavdv- adn 
6 wordy TO O€A\nua TOV 


every one that saith un- 
to me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my 


says to me, Lord, Lord, 
will enter the kingdom 
of God, but he who does 
the will of my Father in 
heaven. 


Father which is in 
maTpods ov ToD év ovpa- heaven. 
vots. 
TO RECEIVE THE TRUE LIFE MAN MUST RE- 


NOUNCE THE FALSE LIFE OF THE FLESH 


For the life of the spirit there can be no difference 
between relatives and strangers. Jesus says that his 
mother and brothers signify nothing to him as mother 
and brothers: close to him are only those who do the 
will of the common Father. 

Man’s blessedness and life do not. depend on his 
domestic relations, but on the life of the spirit. Jesus 
says that blessed are those who keep the comprehension 
of the Father. For a man living by the spirit there is no 
home. Animals have homes, but man lives by the spirit, 
and so cannot have a home. Jesus says that he has no 
definite place for himself. To do the will of the Father 
one does not need any definite place, —it is everywhere 
and at all times possible. Carnal death cannot be terrible 
to men who give themselves to the will of the Father, for 
the life of the spirit does not depend on the death of the 
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flesh. Jesus says that he who believes in the life of the 
spirit cannot be afraid of anything. No cares can keep 
a man from living by the spirit. To the words of the 
man, that he will later fulfil the teaching of Jesus, but 
that first he wants to bury his father, Jesus replies, Only 
the dead can trouble themselves about burying the dead, 
but the living always live in the fulfilment of the will of 
the Father. 

The cares about family and domestic matters cannot 
interfere with the life of the spirit. He who troubles 
himself to find out what his carnal life will profit from 
doing the will of the Father, is doing the same that the 
ploughman does, when he ploughs and looks backward, 
and not forward. The cares for the joys of the carnal 
life, which seem so important to people, are a dream. 
The only real work of life is the announcement of the 
will of the Father, the attention paid to it, and the 
fulfilment of it. To Martha’s rebuke that she is attend- 
ing herself to the supper, while her sister Mary is not 
helping her, but is listening to his teaching, Jesus says, 
Why dost thou rebuke her? Look after thy cares, if 
thou needest that which thy cares give thee, but let 
those who do not need carnal pleasures do that one 
thing which is necessary for life. Jesus says, He who 
wants to attain the true life, which consists in doing the 
will of the Father, must first of all renounce his personal 
wishes: he must not only keep from arranging his life as 
he wishes, but must also be prepared for all privations and 
sufferings. He who wants to arrange his carnal life as 
he.wishes will lose the true life of the fulfilment of the 
will of the Father. 

There is no advantage in acquiring for the carnal life, 
if this acquisition causes the life of the spirit to perish. 
Nothing causes the life of the spirit to perish so much as 
selfishness, the acquisition of wealth. Men forget that, 
no matter how much wealth and how much property they 
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may acquire, they are liable to die at any moment, and 
their possessions are not needed for their life. Death 
hangs over every one of us: sickness, murder, unfortu- 
nate accidents, may at any second cut our life short. 
Carnal death is an inevitable condition of every second 
of life. If a man lives, he must look at every hour of 
his life as at an hour of grace, given to him by some- 
body’s favour. We must remember this, and not say that 
we do not know it. We know and foresee what happens 
in heaven and on earth, but we forget the death which, 
we know, is lying in wait for us at any second. 

If we do not forget this, we cannot abandon ourselves 
to the life of the flesh,—we cannot count on it. In 
order to follow my teaching, a man must count up the 
advantages from serving the carnal life of his will and 
the advantages from doing the will of the Father. Only 
he who has clearly figured that out can be my disciple. 
He who has made the correct account will not be sorry 
to give up the seeming good and the seeming life in 
order to obtain the true good and the true life. 

The true life has been given to men, and men know 
and hear its call, but deprive themselves of it, as they are 
distracted by momentary cares. The true life is like a 
feast, which a rich man gave, when he invited the guests. 
He called the guests, just as the voice of the spirit of God 
calls all men to him. But some of the guests were busy 
with commerce, others with their farms, and others again 
with domestic matters, —and they did not come to the 
feast. But the poor, who have no carnal cares, came to 
the feast and were made happy. Even so men, being 
distracted by the cares of the carnal life, deprive them- 
selves of the true life. He who will not completely 
renounce all cares and terrors of carnal life cannot do the 
will of the Father, for it is impossible to serve oneself 
a little and God a little. It is necessary to figure out 
whether it is adyantageous to serve one’s flesh, whether 
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it is possible to arrange life as one wants to arrange it. 
We must do the same that a man does who wants to 
build a house or go to war. He will make his account, 
to see whether he can finish building, or whether he will 
obtain a victory. When he sees that he cannot, he does 
not waste his labours, nor his army. Or else he will 
waste it and will become a laughing-stock of people. If 
it were possible to arrange the carnal life as one wants 
to arrange it, one ought to serve his flesh; but, since it 
is impossible to do so, it is better to abandon everything 
carnal, and to serve the spirit, or else it will be neither 
this nor that. You cannot arrange your carnal life, and 
the life of the spirit you will lose, and so, to do the will 
of the Father, it is necessary completely to renounce the 
carnal life. 

The carnal life is that seeming wealth which is 
entrusted to us by others, and which we must use in such 
a way as to obtain the true wealth. If a steward. is 
living with a rich man, and knows that, no matter how 
much he may serve his master, the master will discharge 
him and leave him without anything, the steward acts 
wisely if, as long as he is still in charge of the wealth, 
which is not his own, he will do good to people. If then 
the master will abandon him, those to whom he has done 
good will receive him and will feed him. 

The same ought men to do with their carnal life. The 
carnal life is that foreign wealth of which they are in 
charge for but a short time. If they make good use of 
this wealth, they will receive their own true wealth. if 
we do not give up our false possessions, we shall not 
receive the true possessions. It is impossible to serve 
the false life of the flesh and the spirit, — one has to 
serve the one or the other. One cannot serve wealth and 
God. What is great before men is an abomination before 
God. Before God wealth is evil. The rich man is guilty 
for the very reason that he eats much and luxuriously, 
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while the poor starve at his door. Everybody knows 
that the property which thou dost not give up to others 
is a non-fulfilment of the will of the Father. 

An Orthodox rich chief once came to Jesus, and began 
to boast of keeping the commandments of the law. Jesus 
reminded him that there was a commandment to love all 
men as oneself, and that in this consisted the will of the 
Father. The chief said that he kept also this command- 
ment. Then Jesus told him, That is not true. If thou 
wantest to do the will of the Father, thou wouldst 
not have any possessions. It is impossible for thee to do 
the will of the Father, if thou hast any property which 
thou hast not distributed to others. And Jesus said 
to the disciples, People think that it is impossible to live 
without possessions, but I tell you, The true life consists 
in giving to others what belongs to one. 

A man named Zaccheus heard the teaching of Christ 
and believed him. He invited him to his house, and said 
to him, I give half of my possessions to the pocr, and 
I will give fourfold to whomsoever I have offended. 
And Jesus said, Here is a man who does the will of the 
Father, for there is not any one position in which a man 
does the will of God, but our whole life is its fulfilment, 
and this man fulfils it. 

The will of the Father is that all men should return 
to it. 

The good cannot be measured: it cannot be said who 
has done more, who less. The widow who gives away 
her last mite gives more than the rich man who gives 
away thousands. Nor can the good be measured by its 
being useful or useless. As an example of how the good 
ought to be done may serve the woman who pitied Jesus 
and senselessly poured three hundred pence’ worth of 
oil on his feet. Judas said that she acted foolishly, that 
with that money the poor could have been fed. But 
Judas was a thief: he lied and, speaking of the carnal 
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profit, was not thinking of the poor. What is needed 
is not profit, not quantity, but the doing of the will of the 
Father: to love and to live for others. 

One day Jesus’ mother and brothers came to him, and 
could not see him, for there was a great multitude about 
him. And a man, seeing them, went up to Jesus and 
said : 

Thy family, thy mother and thy notes) are standing 
outside: they want to see thee. 

My mother and brothers are those who understand the 
will of the Father and do it. 

And a woman said, Blessed is the womb that bore thee, 
and the teats which thou hast sucked. To this Jesus said, 
Blessed are always those who have comprehended the 
comprehension of the Father, and who keep it. 

And a man said to Jesus, I will follow thee, wherever 
thon mayest go. And Jesus said to him, There is no 
place for thee to go to, for I have no home, no place, 
where I live. Only animals have lairs and dens, but man 
is spirit, and he is everywhere at home, if he lives by the 
spirit. 

One day Jesus was sailing in a ship with his disciples. 
He said, Let us sail to the other side. 

A storm rose on the sea and began to drénch them, and 
they were almost drowned. But he was lying at the 
stern, and sleeping. They awakened him, and said, 
_ Teacher, does it not make any difference to thee that 
we are drowning? And when the storm subsided, he 
said, Why are you so timid, and have no faith in the life 
of the spirit ? 

Jesus said to a man, Follow me. And the man said, 
My old father has died. Let me first bury him, and then 
I will follow thee. And Jesus said to him, Let the dead 
bury the dead: and if thou wishest to be alive, do the will 
of the Father and proclaim it. 

And another man said, I will be thy disciple, and will 
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do the will of the Father, as thou commandest, but allow 
me first to arrange matters at home. And Jesus said to 
him, If a ploughman looks back, he cannot plough. No 
matter how much you may look back, you cannot plough. 
A man must forget everything but the furrow which he 
is making, and then only will he be able to plough. If 
thou discussest what it will profit the life of the flesh, 
thou hast not comprehended the real life, and thou canst 
not live by it. 

After this it once happened that Jesus and his disciples 
entered a village. And a woman named Martha invited 
them to her house. 

And Martha had a sister Mary, and she sat down at 
the feet of Jesus and listened to his teaching. And 
Martha was trying to give them a good entertainment. 
And Martha went up to Jesus, and said, Thou dost not 
even care that my sister has left me alone to serve. Tell 
her to work with me. 

And Jesus replied to her, Martha, Martha, thou carest 
and troublest thyself about many things, but there is only 
one thing necessary, and Mary has chosen the one thing 
which she needs and which no one will take from her. 
For life nothing but the food of the spirit is needed. 

And Jesus said to all, He who wants to follow me 
must renounce his will and must be prepared at all times 
for all privations and for all sufferings of the flesh, and 
then only can he follow me. 

For he who wants to care for his carnal life will lose 
the true life. But he who loses the carnal life, doing the 
will of the Father, will save tke.true life; for what profit 
is it to a man if he has the whole world, and loses or 
injures his lie ? 

And hearing this, a man said, It is well, if there is a life 
of the spirit ; but how if we give up everything, and there 
is not that life ? 

To this Jesus said, You know that the doing of the 
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will of the Father gives life to all; but you are drawn 
away from this life by false cares, and you reject it. 
You do like this: a man prepared a dinner, and sent out 
the servants to call the guests, but the guests excused 
themselves. 

One said, I have bought a piece of land, and I must 
go and see it. Another said, I have bought some oxen, 
and I must go and try them. The third said, I have 
married, and ul am going to have a wedding. 

And the servants came, and told their master that no 
one was coming. Then the master sent the servants out 
to call in the beggars. The beggars did not excuse them- 
selves, but came. And when they came, there was still 
room left. 

And the master sent the servants to invite more men, 
saying, Go and tell them all to come to my dinner. Let 
there be as many as possible at the dinner; but those 
who have refused on the ground of being busy will 
miss it. 

Everybody knows that the doing of the will of God 
gives life, but they do not come, because they are dis- 
tracted by the deception of wealth. 

And Jesus said, Beware of riches, for thy life does not 
depend on having more than others have. 

There was a rich man, and he had a good harvest of 
corn. And he said to himself, I will build new barns, 
I will make them large, and will gather all my wealth in 
them. And I will say to my soul, Here, soul, is every- 
thing in abundance for thee: eat, drink, and live for thy 
pleasure. 

And God said to him, Fool! This very night will thy 
soul be taken, and everything which thou hast gathered 
will be left for others. Thus is done to all who prepare 
for the carnal life, and do not live in God. 

And Jesus said to them, You say that Pilate killed the 
Galileans. Were these Galileans worse than other men, 
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that this has happened with them? Not at all. We are 
all such men, and all of us will perish in the same way, 
if we do not find salvation from death. And those eight- 
een men who were killed by the tower, when it fell in, 
were they some special men, worse than the rest of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem? Not at all. If we do not 
save ourselves from death, we shall die in the same way, 
if not one day, then another. 

If we have not yet perished like them, we ought to 
think in this manner: a man has an apple-tree growing 
in his garden. The master comes into the garden to look 
at the tree, and sees that it has no fruit on it. So the 
master says to the gardener, I have been coming here 
these three years, and the apple-tree is still barren. It . 
has to be cut down, for it wastes the ground. And the 
gardener says, Let us wait awhile, master. I will dig it 
round, and will put manure all about it, and we shall see 
whether it will give fruit next summer. If it does not, 
we shall cut it down then. 

Even so we are a barren apple-tree, as long as we live 
in the flesh and do not bear the fruit of the life of the 
spirit. Only through somebody’s favour are we left until 
the next summer. If we do not bear fruit, we shall 
perish like the one who built the barns, like the Gali- 
leans, like the eighteen men killed by the tower, and like 
all who do not bear fruit, dying an everlasting death. 

In order to understand this, no wisdom is needed. for 
anybody can see it. Not only in domestic matters, but 
in everything which is going on in the world we are able 
to reflect and guess in advance. If the wind is from the 
west, we say, It is going to rain, and so it happens. How 
is this? The weather we can predict, and yet we cannot 
foresee that we shall all die and perish, and that the only 
mares for us is the life of the spirit, the doing of its 
will. 


And a great multitude went with Jesus, avd he once 
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more said to all, He who wants to be my disciple must 
esteem little his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 
sisters, and all his property, and must at al! times be pre- 
pared for everything. Only he who does what I am 
doing follows my teaching, and only that man will be 
saved from death. 

For each man will figure out, before he begins any- 
thing, whether what he is doing is profitable, and if it 
is, he will do it; and if not, he gives it up. Every man 
who builds a house first sits down and figures out how 
much money he needs, how much he has, and whether he 
will have enough with which to finish building it, lest 
he begin and do not finish it, and men laugh at him. 

Even so he who wants to live the carnal life must first 
figure out whether he can finish what he has begun. 

Every king, who wants to wage war, first considers 
whether he can go with ten thousand against twenty 
thousand. If he figures out that he cannot, he will send 
messengers to make peace, and will give up the idea of 
fighting. So let each man, before giving himself up to 
the carnal life, consider whether he can wage war against 
death, or whether death is stronger than he. And if it 
is, let him make peace with it in advance. 

Thus every one of you must first settle with what he 
considers to be his own, his family, his money, his pos- 
sessions, and when he figures out what advantage he will 
derive from them, and understands that there is none, he 
will be able to be my disciple, and not before. 

The kingdom of heaven does not come in an external 
manner. Of the kingdom of heaven, which saves from 
death, we cannot say that it has come, or that it will 
come; that it is here, or there; it is within you, in your 
souls. 

For, if the time comes and you want to find salvation 
in life and you look for it in a certain time, you will not 
find it. And if they will tell you, Salvation is here, sal- 
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vation is there, do not look for it anywhere, but within 
yourselves, for salvation is sudden, like lightning, and 
everywhere; there is no time and space for it, —it is In 
your souls. 

And as salvation was for Noah and for Lot, so it is 
always for the son of man. Life remains the same for 
all men: all eat and drink and get married, but some 
perish, and others are saved. 

There was an evil judge, who feared neither God nor 
man, and a poor widow begged him; but the judge did 
not decide in her favour. The widow begged the judge 
day and night. The unjust judge said, What shall I do? 
I will decide as the widow wishes, for she gives me no 
rest. 

You must understand that even the unjust judge did 
what the widow asked him to do. How, then, will the 
Father refuse to do what men ask him for day and night 
without cessation ? 

But besides the Father there is the son of man who is 
seeking the truth, and we cannot fail to believe in him. 

He who will give up the false, temporal wealth for the 
true life according to the will of the Father will do the 
same as did the wise steward. 

A man was a steward of a rich master; he saw that 
his master would discharge him, and that he would be 
left without bread and without a home. 

And the steward said to himself, This is what I will 
do: I will quietly distribute the master’s goods to the 
peasants and will cut down their debts; then, if the mas- 
ter sends me away, the peasants will remember the good 
I have done to them, and will not abandon me. 

And so the steward did. He called up the peasants, 
those who were in debt to the master, and rewrote 
their bills. Instead of one hundred he wrote fifty, and 
instead of sixty he wrote twenty, and so he did to all. 

And the master heard of it, and said to himself, In- 
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deed, he has done wisely, for else he would haye to go 
a-begging. He has caused me a loss, but he has calcu- 
lated well, for in the carnal life we all understand how 
to calculate correctly, but in the life of the spirit we do 
not wish to comprehend. 

Even so we must do with the unjust wealth: we must 
give it away in order to receive the life of the spirit. IE 
we shall regret giving up such trifies as wealth for the life 
of the spirit, it will not be given to us. If we do not 
give up the false wealth, our own life will not be given 
to us. It is impossible to serve at once two masters, 
God and wealth,—the will of God and our own will. 
Either the one, or the other. 

When the Orthodox heard that, they laughed at Jesus, 
for they love wealth. 

And he said to them, You think that because men 
respect you for your riches, you are really respected. No, 
God does not look without, but within, into the heart. 
What is high before men is insignificant before God. 
The kingdom of God is now on earth, and great are they 
who enter into it ; but it is not the rich, but the peor, who 
enter. That has always been so according to your law, 
and according to Moses and the prophets. Hear what 
the rich and the poor are according to your faith. 

There was a rich man. He dressed himself in costly 
garments and made merry every day. And there was a 
vagrant named Lazarus, who was scurfy. And Lazarus 
came into the yard of the rich man, thinking that he 
might get the remnants from the rich man’s table, but 
he did not get even those; for the rich man’s dogs 
ate the remnants clean and even licked the wounds 
of Lazarus. 

And both Lazarus and the rich man died. In hell the 
rich man saw Abraham a long way off, and Lazarus 
the scurfy was sitting with him. 

The rich man said, Father Abraham, Lazarus the scurfy 
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is sitting with thee: he used to wallow at the gate of 
my house. I dare not trouble thee. Send Lazarus the 
scurfy to me: let him dip his finger in water and refresh 
my throat, for I am burning in fire. But Abraham said, 
Why should I send Lazarus to thee, in hell? Thou hadst 
everything thou wantedst in the cther world, while Laz- 
arus saw nothing but sorrow there. It is time for him 
to have pleasure now. Even if he wanted to do it for 
thee, he cannot, for between you and us there is a great 
gulf, and it is impossible to cross it. We are living, but 
you are dead. 

Then the rich: man said, Father Abraham, at least send 
Lazarus the scurfy to my house: I have five brothers, and 
I am sorry for them: let him tell them how dangerous 
wealth is, or else they will have to suffer torment them- 
selves. But Abraham said, They know, as it. is, that 
wealth is dangerous, for Moses and all the prophets have 
told them that. 

But the rich man said, Still it would be better if one 
risen from the dead came to them, for that would bring 
them to their senses. And Abraham said, If they do not 
listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not listen to 
one risen from the dead. 

All know that we should divide with our brother and 
do good to men, and the whole law of Moses and all the 
prophets say nothing else. You know it, but do not wish 
to do it, because you love wealth. 

And a rich Orthodox chief went up to Jesus, and said 
to him, Thou art a good teacher! Tell me what I must 
do that I may receive eternal life. 

Jesus said, Why dost thou call me good? Good is 
only the Father. If thou wishest to receive life, do the 
commandments. 

The chief said, There are many commandments; which 
must I keep? Jesus said, Do not kill, do not commit 
debauchery, do not steal, do not lie, and also honour 
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thy Father and do his will, and love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

And the Orthodox chief said, All these commandments 
I have been keeping from childhood; but I ask what else 
I must do according to thy teaching. 

Jesus looked at him, at his rich garments, and he 
smiled and said, Thou lackest one little thing: thou hast 
not fulfilled what thou sayest. If thou wishest to do 
these commandments, Do not kill, do not commit de- 
bauchery, do not steal, do not lie, and, above all, the 
commandment, Love thy neighbour as thyself, go and 
sell thy estate and give it to the poor, and then thou wilt 
do the will of the Father. 

When the chief heard this, he frowned and went away, 
for he was sorry to part from his possessions. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, You see that it is abso- 
lutely impossible to be rich and do the will of the Father. 

The disciples were frightened at these words. But 
Jesus repeated, and said, Yes, children, he who has wealth 
cannot be in the will of God. Much easier it is for a 
camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to do the will of the Father. 

And they were frightened more than before, and said, 
Tf so, it is impossible to save one’s life. 

And he said, To a man it seems. impossible to save 
one’s life without possessions, but God will save a man 
without possessions. 

One day Jesus happened to pass through the town of 
Jericho. In this city there was a rich farmer of taxes 
named Zaccheus. This Zaccheus had heard of Jesus’ 
teaching and believed in it. When he heard that 
Jesus was in Jericho, he wanted to see him. There 
were so many people all about him, that it was not pos- 
sible to make one’s way through them. 

Then he ran forward and climbed a tree, that he might 
see Jesus as he passed by. 


450 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


And indeed, as Jesus went by, he saw Zaccheus, and, 
having learned that Zaccheus believed in his teaching, he 
said, Climb down from the tree and go home, and I will 
go to thy house. Zaccheus climbed down, ran home, and 
prepared a reception for Jesus. 

The people began to judge and to say about Jesus, He 
has gone into the house of a tax-collector, a rascal. 

In the meantime Zaccheus said to Jesus, Sir, this is 
what I will do: I will give half of my possessions to the 
poor, and from the rest I will pay all whom I have 
injured. 

And Jesus said, Now thou art saved. Thou wert dead, 
and art alive; thou wert lost, and hast found thyself, for 
thou hast done like Abraham, when he wished to sacrifice 
his son, in order to show his faith. For the whole life of 
man consists in finding and saving what is perishing in 
one’s soul. 

It is impossible to measure a sacrifice by its size. One 
day Jesus and his disciples happened to sit opposite a 
money-box. Men were placing what they had into the 
box for God. And rich men walked up to the box, and 
placed a great deal in it. And then a poor widow came 
up and placed two mites in it. 

And Jesus pointed to her, and said to his disciples, 
You saw the poor widow put in two mites: she has put 
in more than the rest, for the others put in what they did 
not need for life, while she put in everything she had, 
her whole life. 

Jesus. happened to be in the house of Simon the 
leper. And a woman entered the house. This woman 
had a pitcher with precious oil worth three hundred 
pence. 

Jesus said to his disciples that his death was near. 
When the woman heard this, she took pity on Jesus, and 
wanted to show him her love and anoint his head with 
oil. And she forgot everything, how much her oil cost, 
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and broke the pitcher, and anointed his head and feet, and 
spilled all the oil. 

And the disciples began to judge her, saying that she 
had done badly. And Judas, the one who later betrayed 
Jesus, said, How much has been wasted ! 

The oil could have been sold for three hundred pence, 
and so many poor might have profited by it. And the 
disciples began to rebuke the woman, and she was 
troubled and did not know whether she had done right 
or wrong. 

Then Jesus said to them, In vain do you trouble the 
woman, for she has truly done well. Why do you men- 
tion the poor? If you wish to do good to the poor, do it: 
they are always present, so there is no need of speaking 
of them. If you pity the poor, go and pity them and do 
good to them. She has pitied me and has done me a 
real good, for she has given me everything which she had. 
Who of you can tell what is needed, and what not? How 
do you know that it was not necessary to pour the oil 
over me? She has at least poured oil over me, so as to 
prepare my body for burial, and so it is necessary. She 
has truly done the will of the Father: she forgot herself 
and pitied another ; she forgot the carnal calculation and 
gave away everything which she had. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF THE TEACHING. DEMANDING 
PROOFS OF CHRIST 


SERVING God consists only in doing the work of God. 
Man’s life is from God. The true life is the life in 
God. The life in God consists in doing the will of God. 
The will of God is in the law of God; the law of God con- 
sists in not being angry at men; in not seeking the love 
of woman ; in not binding oneself by promises and oaths ; 
in not resisting evil, and in making.no distinction between 
foreigners and countrymen. Only in the life of the flesh 
can one do the will of God. The life of the flesh is food 
for the execution of the will of God. The will of God 
can be executed only by works. The teaching of Jesus 
is the teaching about the works of life. Serving God 
consists in doing the work of God, and so it cannot be 
proved by words. 


11. Kal é£7XOov of _ Mark viti. 11. And 11. And ie Darisees 
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12. Kat dvacrevdéas 
T@ rvevpare avTov héyer, 
Tl % yeved attrn onmeiov 
émignrer; aunv éeyw 
duty, Ei doOjcerar rH 
yevea TavTy oHMeELor. 

54. "Edevye dé kal Tots 
bx dows, "Orav LOnre Thy 
vepédnv davaréddovoay 
amd dvondyv, ev0éws dé- 
yere, “OuBpos epxerac: 
kal ylverat oUTw: 

55. Kal 6érav vdrov 
mvéovra, déyere, “Ore 
kavowv éorat: Kal, ylve- 
Tau. 

56. ‘Yoxpiral, 7d 
mpbowmrov THs yas Kal 
Tov ovpavod oldare Soxt- 


mages Tov dé Katpov 
Tovrovy m&s ov dokt- 
Ma cere ; 

57. Th dé nat ad’ 
éaur@yv ov xKplvere 7d 
Olkavov ; 


38. Tére drexplOnody 
Ties TOY Ypauparéwr 
kal Papicalwy, Aéyorres, 
Atddoxade, Oéd\omev ad7rd 
cov onmetov loetv. 

29. Tév dé bydwy 
érabporvouévwy  Hptaro 
Aéyerr, “H yeved aiirn 
movnpa €or onuetov 
érignre?, kal onuecov od 
dodjcera. adr, ef uh 
TO onuetov “Iwv& Tod 
Tpopnynrov. 

30. Kaas yap éyé- 
veto Iwvas onueiov rots 
Nuvevirais, orws %orac 
kal 6 vids To dvOpwmou 
TN YEveag TAUTYH. 

31. Bacihtooa vébrov 
évyepOnoerar év TH Kploe 
Mera TaY dvdp@y THs 
yeveds Tavrns, kal kara- 
Kpivet adtovs: Sr. HAOev 
€k TOY TEepaTwy THs yAs 


12. And he_ sighed 
deeply in his spirit, and 
saith, Why doth this 
generation seek after a 
sign? verily I say unto 
you, There shall no sign 
ke given unto this gen- 
eration. 

Luke xvii. 54 And he 
said also to the people, 
When ye see acloud rise 
out of the west, straight- 
way ye say, There cometh 
a shower; and so it is. 


55. And when ye see 
the south wind blow, ye 
say, There will be heat; 
and it cometh to pass. 


56. Ye hypocrites,¢ ye 
can discern the face of 
the sky and of the earth; 
but how is it that ye do 
not discern this time?¢ 


57. Yea, and why even 
of yourselves judge ye 
not what is right? 


Matt. «ti. 38. Then 
certain of the scribes 
and of the Pharisees 
answered, saying, Mas- 
ter, we would see a sign 
from thee. 


Lukexi. 29. And when 
the people were gath- 
ered thick together, he 
began to say, This is an 
evile generation: they 
seek a sign; and there 
shall no sign be 2iven 
it, but the sign of Jonas 
the prophet. 


30. For as Jonas was 
a sign unto the Nine- 
vites, so shall also the 
Son of man be to this 
generations 


31. The queen of the 
south shall rise up in 
the judgment with the 
men of this generation, 
and condemn them: for 
she came from the ut- 
most parts of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of 
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12. And suffering in 
spirit, he said, What? 


These people want 
proofs? Can there be 
any proofs for these 
men? 


54. And he said to the 
people, When you see 
a cloud in the west, you 
suppose that there will 
be rain, and so it hap- 
pens. 


55. And when it blows 
from the south, you sup- 
pose that it will be good 
weather, and so it hap- 
pens. 


56. You are able to 
comprehend the appear- 
ance of earth and of 
heaven, but this life you 
do not comprehend. 


_ 57. Why do you not 
judge correctly about 
yourselves? 


38. Then some of the 
disciples turned to 
Jesus, and said, Teacher, 
we should like to see 
proofs of thy teaching. 


29. And when the peo- 
le were gathered, he 
egan to speak, This 
tribe seeks proofs, but 
they shall have no other 
poet than what Jonah 
had. 


30. And since Jonah 
was a proof for the Nine- 
vites, the same will be 
the proof of the son of 
man for this tribe. 


31. If the queen of the 
south were brought to 
life and compared with 
the men of this genera- 
tion, she would still ap- 
pear more just than 
they, for she came from 
the utmost parts of the 
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dkovoa Thy codpiay Lo- 
Aouadvros: kal (dod metov 
LDorouGrros wéde. 

82. “Avdpes Nuvevt 
dvacthoovra év TH Kpl- 
GEL METH THS YEveas Tav- 
Tys, Kal KaTakpivotory 
aurnv: ore petevonoay 
els TO Khpvypa “lwva- 
kal idod mdelov “lwva 
ode. 

1. Kal mepierdrea 6 
"Inoots pera Tatra év 
TH Tadidaia: ot yap 
HOerev év TH lTovdala 
mepirarety, Ore eCHTouv 
avrov of “Iovdato. dzro- 
KTEtvaL. 

2. “Hv dé éyyvs 7 
éopth Tay ‘lovdaiwy 
h oxnvornyla. 

3. Eirov otv mpos 
av’rov ol ddeXpol avrod, 
MerdBnie évretOev, Kat 
tmaye els Thy ‘lovdaiay, 
iva kat of pabyrat cov 
Oewphowor TA Epya cov 
& roveis: 


4. Ovdels yap ev 
a 
KpuTT@ Te Tovet, Kal 


(nret adros év rappjcia 
elvau: ef tTadTa trovets, 
gpavépwoov ceavTov TO 
Koo my. 

5. OvdE yap of adedpoi 
av’rov émiacrevov els av- 
Tv. 

6. Aéyer otv avrots 
6 “Inoots, ‘O xKaupds 6 
éuds obtrw mapertiv: 0 dé 
Katpos 6 buérepos mavToTé 
éoriy ETomos. 


7. OU dbvarat 6 Koo MoS 
pucety Wuas ewe dé pce, 
bri éya paptups epi 
avrod, dre Ta epya avrov 
movnpd €aTLV. 

8. ‘Luets avdBnre els 
Thy éopthy Tatrny: éyo 


Solomon; anid, behold, 
a greater than Solomon 
is here. 


32. The men of Nineveh 
shall rise up in the judg- 
ment with this genera- 
tion, and shall condemn 
it: for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; 
and, bebold, a greater 
than Jonas is here.g 


John vit. 1. After 
these _ things Jesus 
walked in Galilee: for 
he would not walk in 
Jewry, because the Jews 
sought to kill him.” 


2. Now the Jews’ feast 
of tabernacles was at 
hand. 


3. His brethren there- 
fore said unto him, De- 
part hence, and go into 
Judea, that thy disciples 
also may seei the works 
that thou doest. 


4. For there is no man 
that doeth? anything in 
seeret, and he himself 
seeketh to be known 
openly. If thou do these 
things, shew thyself to 
the world. 


5. For neither did his 
brethren believe in 
him. 


6. Then Jesus said 
unto them, My time is 
not yet come: but your 
time is always ready. 


7. The world cannot! 
hate you; but me it 
hateth, because I testify 
of it, that the works 
thereof are evil. 


8. Go ye up unto this 
feast: I go not up yet 
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earth to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon, but 
here it is more impor- 
tant for you. 

32. If the men of Nine- 
veh were brought back 
to life and compared 
with the men of this 
generation, they would 
appear more just, for 
they came to their senses 
after Jonah’s preaching, 
but here is one more im- 
portant than Jonah. 


1. After this, Jesus 
walked in Galilee; he 
did not want to walk 
through Judea, because 
the Jews had condemned 
him to death. 


2. And a Jewish feast 
was at hand, 


3. And his brothers 
said to him, Go away 
from here, and go to 
Judea, that thy disciples 
may see before the oth- 
ers how thou servest 
God. 


4. For no man will 
conceal his service of 
God, but every man 
seeks to show himself. 
If thou servest God in 
this manner, show thy- 
self to the world. 


5. For his brothers did 
not believe in his teach- 
ing. 


6. Jesus said to them, 
My time has not yet 
come; but for you the 
time has, of course, 
come. 


7. The world will not 
hate you; but me it 
hates, because I prove 
that the world’s way of 
serving God is evil. 


8 Go to this feast; 
but I cannot go to this 
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otrw dvaBalyw els THY 


goprhy tavrny, 8re oO 
Kaipds 6 éuds odmw 
TeTANPWT AL. 


9. Tatra 6é€ elray 
avrois, euevev é€v TH 
Tadralg. 

10. ‘Qs dé dvéBnoay 
of ddedpol atrot, rére 
kal avros avéBn els THY 
éoprhv, ob pavepds, GAN 
ws év KpUTTO@. 

11. O& ofv “Iovdator 
éfjrovy avrov év TH 
éopty, Kal €dreyor, Ilod 
éoTiv éKELVvoS ; 

12. Kal yoyyvopos 
moNvs rept avrov fv év 
tois Sxots. ol pev ede- 
yov, “Ore ayabbs éori: 
Gro. dé edeyor, Od- 
GAA wAavG Tov Sxrov. 

18. Ovddels pévror 
mappnola édder epi 
avrod, 5a Tov pbBov 
tev Tovdalwy. 


unto this” feast; for my 
time is not yet full 
come. 


9. When he had said 
these words unto them, 
he abode still in Galilee. 


10. But when his breth- 
ren were gone up, then 
went he also up unto the 
feast, not openly, but as 
it were in secret.” 


11. Then the Jews 
sought him at the feast, 
and said, Where is he? 


12. And there was much 
murmuring among the 
people concerning him: 
for some said, He is a 
good man: others said, 
Nay; but he deceiveth 
the people. 


13. Howbeit no man 
spake openly of him for 
fear of the Jews. 
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feast, for my time has 
not yet come. 


9. So he spoke, and he 
remained in Galilee. 


10. And when they 
went away, he went 
there, not for the feast, 
but simply. 


11. The Jews sought 
him at the feast, and 
said, Is he here, or not? 


12. And there was 
much contention about 
dim among the people: 
some said that he was 
a good man, and others 
said, No, he misleads 
the people. 


13. But no one spoke 
openly of him for the 
fear of the Jews. 


(a) onpetov means proof, and is in this sense used in 


the language of the gospels. 


Evidently it stood here 


in the sense of proof, and then from heaven was added, 


and the whole was transformed into a miracle. 


Here are 


the places where onmetov is unquestionably used in the 
sense of proof. The signification of miracle does not suit 
them in the least. But the meaning of proof fits all those 
places where it is translated by miracle: 


Luke wi. 12. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger. 

John ti. 18. Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, 
What age shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 

hings : 

John vi. 30. They said therefore unto him, What sign shew- 
est ep then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou 
work 

2 Cor. xit..12. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 
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among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty 
deeds. 


2 Thess. wii. 17. The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, 
which is the token in every epistle: so I write. 


In these passages it cannot mean anything but proof. 
In all the other passages it means the same, and only by 
stretching it can it be interpreted as miracle: 


Matt. xxiv, 3. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and 
of the end of the world? : 


and elsewhere. 


(6) Many texts have not from heaven. 

(c) The word hypocrites is wanting in many texts. 

(a) Kxatpos temporal life. 

(e) The word vovnpa is wanting in many texts, and I 
prefer to leave it out. 

(f) For as Jonah the prophet was in the belly of the 
whale for three days and three nights, so will the son of 
man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. Here there exists another variant, which is still 
more simple, and independent of the supposed resurrec- 
tion. Kul kaBos lavas év TH Koiia TOD KHTOUS TpeEls 
nuépas Kal vdKras, oUTws Kal 6 ulds Tod avOparov ev TH 
yn. Jonah the prophet was sent by God into Nineveh to 
preach to the Ninevites, but, foreseeing the enmity of the 
Ninevites, he did not go to them, but went into Spain ; 
when a storm arose on the sea, he repented of his sins, 
and the sailors threw him into the sea. There a fish 
swallowed him and threw him out on the shore, and he 
went to the Ninevites, and converted them. 

Jonah did not want to convert the Ninevites, but he 
was none the less led bv the will of God to convert them. 
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The son of man did not wish to recognize his divinity in 
these people, but yet, by the will of God, he will turn 
them to the knowledge of God. And as Jonah departed 
from the execution of the will of God and was concealed 
in the belly of the whale, so the son of man departed 
from all, but, as the Ninevites were converted, so will the 
son of man be received. 

(g) The meaning of the passage is this: the Pharisees 
and the learned demand proofs of the truth of the teach- 
ing. Jesus replies, The comprehension cannot be proved 
in any way. John has said, He who speaks the words 
of God is from God. And he who understands them, by 
this very fact puts the seal on the truth of the words. 
There are no proofs. But all men have always sought 
the comprehension, like the Ninevites and the queen 
of the south, who came to Solomon. I am revealing the 
comprehension to you, and you ask for proofs. You shall 
have no proofs. 

(h) Ore eEjrovy adtov oi "lovdator amroxreivas is used 
many times, as though it were a definite expression for a 
certain relation in which the Jews came to stand to him. 
In Chapter V. it says that they wanted to kill him for 
breaking the Sabbath. According to the law of Moses, 
he who broke the Sabbath was subject to death. So we 
must assume that é€jTouvv aroxretvar means, They tried 
him in order to sentence him to death. 

(t) Oewpéw to be a spectator. Here it has to be trans- 
lated, That they may see your works in the presence of 
others ; or else the words make no sense. Why should 
he go into Judea that the disciples might see, since they 
saw even there? But the words, The works which thou 
dost, I translate by, Thy serving God, since the words 
Ta épya cov & Trovets have a definite and clear meaning : 
the life in God, the good life, serving God. The words 
are used in the following passages of the Gospel of John, 
and always with the same meaning: 
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IIT. 21. But he that doeth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 

I. 34. Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

V. 20. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works 
than these, that ye may marvel. 

36. But I have greater witness than that of John: for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works 
that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

IV. 28. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God ? 

29. Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 


This passage directly defines what is to be understood 
by works of God. 


VI. 380. They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest 
thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou 
work ? 

X. 37. If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

XIV. 14. If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it. 


(j) tl move ought to be translated by does something, 
but such a translation deprives the discourse of sense. 
Not every man who does something wants to show it to 
the world, but every man who professes the truth, who 
serves God for himself. To the word zrovet must here be 
added épya tov Geod; such contractions frequently occur. 
The whole expression is ovety Epya tov Oeov, but fre- 
quently épyov alone or trovety alone is used, with the 
same meaning. Ped 

(k) The words, For his brothers did not believe in him, 
that is, in his teaching, clearly confirm the statement 
that épya vroety refers to his teaching. 

(J) od dvvaraz is in John used in thessense of a simple 
future. 

The conversation between the brothers and Jesus refers 
to this, that if he wishes to preach his teaching, he has a 
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chance to go to the feast, when there will be a large mul- 
titude, and then he can announce his teaching in the 
presence of all. Then the disciples will see the truth of 
his teaching in the presence of others. They insist that 
he should go to the feast. To this Jesus says, For you 
there is a time of week-days and of holidays, but for 
me there is no particular time. This is the very reason 
why they hate me, for I show that their whole worship is 
evil, that there are no holidays. 

(m) The word this twice repeated shows once more 
that Jesus does not recognize the holiday. 

(n) It says, Not openly but in secret. In relation to 
his coming to the feast, and in connection with what was 
said before, this word must mean that he did not come 
for the holiday, that he might be seen on the holiday, but 
for his own sake. 

(0) mod here designates doubt, as in Luke viii. 25. 
Then he said to them, Where is your faith? Knowing 
that he denied their faith, the Jews ask whether he 
came for the feast, or whether by his absence he denied 
the feast, and on that occasion they dispute about his 
teaching, but are afraid to say openly that he rejects the 
whole worship of the Jews. 


JESUS’ DISCOURSES WITH THE PHARISEES 


14. “Hin 5é rijs éoprfs 
pecovons, avéBn 6’ Inoots 
els TO lepdy, Kal édl- 
dacke. 

15. Kal é@avpuagor ol 
"Tovdatou, Aéyorres, Ids 
otros ypdupara olde, wh 
pEeuabnkws ; 

16. "AexplOn aidrots 
6 “Inoots kal efrev, ‘H 
éun Sidaxh ovK eorw 
éun, adda 70d méupar- 
TOs Me 


John vii. 14. Now about 
the midst of the feast, 
Jesus went up into the 
temple, and taught. 


15. And the Jews mar- 
velled, saying, How 
knoweth this man let- 
ters, having never 
learned? 

16. Jesus answered 
them, and said, My doc- 
trine is not mine, but 
his that sent me. 


14. In the middle of 
the feast Jesus entered 
the temple, and began 
to teach, 


15. And the Jews mar- 
velled, and said, How 
does he know, having 
never learned? 


16. To this Jesus re- 
plied, My teaching is not 
mine, but hig who sent 
me, 
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17. "Edy ris 62dy 7d 


17. If any man will do 
his will, he shall know 


11 


17. He who will do his 


6A: eg > f : will will know of the 

ELS CUT TIOLELY SE Can dectrine, whether teaching, whether it is 
yrooerat mepl THs 610a- it be of God, or whether from God, or whether I 
Xiis, mworepov éx rod I speak of myself. speak of myself. 


Qeov éoriy HW éyw a 
é€uauTov AaA®. 

18. ‘O add é€avrod 
Aah@y rhv Sdtav Thy 
(Olav fyre?- 668 fSnrav 
Thy ddgav Tod méuavros 


18. He that speaketh 
of himself seeketh’ his 
own glory : but he that 
seeketh his glory that: 
sent him, the same is 


18. He who speaks of 
himself discusses what 
seems proper to him; 
but he who discusses 
what seems proper to 


ae = : ,. true, and no unright- him who sent him, is 
aurov. tr y as nee 8s 
2 Pee a ENGI eousness is in him. true, and there ig no 
TT ty KO ddckia év a’t@ untruth in him. 
OUK €OTLY. 


(4) ypadumara means learning. Acts iv. 5. ’Eyévero 
d€ emi THY abpiov cuvaxOhva a’tav Tors dpyovTas Kab 
mpeo Butépous Kai ypaupareis els ‘lepoveadyp. 

As in the majority of passages in the Gospel of John, 
it has to be mentally supplied by what is said in other 
gospels, In this place it says that Jesus taught the 
people, and the people marvelled at his teaching. 

Consequently, to make the context clear, we must 
imagine what he taught. What did he teach? We can- 
not invent anything, and so must mentally supply his 
teaching about the falseness of the Jewish worship, about 
God being spirit, and about the necessity of serving him 
in spirit and with deeds, the sermon on the mount, the 
teaching about mendicancy and the five rules, in general, 
one of his teachings according to the gospel, all of which 
include the teaching about rejecting the false God, and 
about serving him in the spirit and with deeds: with 
doing good, with love, and with meekness. 

(6) &mretv has heretofore been used by the writer and 
has the meaning to seek, to try, but now it is for the first 
time used by Jesus and cannot be rendered by ¢o seck: 
one cannot seek glory, seek judgment. Znrteiv here 
means to reflect, to deliberate. 


Mark zi. 18. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and 
sought how they might destroy him. 
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Mark xiv. 1. And the chief priests and the scribes sought 
how they might take him by craft. 

11. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him. 

Luke xii. 29. And seek not ye what ye shall eat. 

Luke xvii. 2. And the chief priests and scribes sought how 
they might kill him. 

1 Peter v. 8. Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour. : 


And especially in John xvi. 19. Tlept rovrouv Syrteire 
per GAAnrAwV. In all these passages CnTety is translated, 
and cannot be translated otherwise than, by delzberate. 
(According to the dictionary: cogitando, meditando, de- 
liberando quero.) Even so, if d0€a is translated here not 
glory, which it cannot mean, but judgment or that which 
seems, and €nretv inevitably as to deliberate, we get a pre- 
cise and clear meaning out of the absurdity, and we get a 
confirmation of Verse 17. The same is said in John v. 
30. I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I 
judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not 
mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath 
sent me; 39. The Scriptures are a witness that I cor- 
rectly transmit the will of the Father. 44. How can 
you believe since you receive from each other what seems 
proper to you, but do not understand what seems right to 
God ? 

This passage is an expression of the same thought that 
the only proof of God lies in the soul of man. We must 
well remember that, speaking of his teaching, Jesus 
speaks of the destruction of the Jewish worship, of God’s 
being a spirit; he says that man can know God only 
within himself, that the life of the spirit consists in doing 
the will of God. 

In order to understand John’s discourses, we must 
remember that Jesus in these discourses confirms, proves, 
elucidates what he has said in the discourse with Nico- 
demus, and does not expound any positive teaching. 
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There is here no new teaching, but only a confirmation of 
the old, which is especially expressed in the discourse 
with Nicodemus. Only by remembering this does it 
become clear why according to John the speeches of 
Jesus, which have nothing repulsive to the Jews, rouse 
their ire. We must remember that the purpose of every 
discourse of Jesus with the Jews is the denial of the wor- 
ship of the Jews and of the whole law of Moses. Every 
discourse begins with their asking for his proofs of, the 
legality of his denial. 

John vit. 19. Did not 
Moses give you the law, 
and yet none of you 


keepeth the law? Why 
go ye about to kill me? 


19. Moses did not give 
you the law, and none 
of you lives according to 
the law, so how do you 
condemn me to death? 


19. OF Mwofs dédw- 
kev vptv Tov vouor, Kat 
ovdels €& budy moet Tov 
vouov; Tl we nretre 
GmoKTelvat ; 


The first part is by no means an interrogative sentence. 
Jesus says, Moses has not given you the law of God, 
and none of you keep the law. Jesus is speaking here 
of the eternal law, of which he speaks in the sermon 
on the mount. He says, Moses did not give you the 
law; the law is given by God, and by following the law 
of Moses none of you executes the law. And he asks 
them on what law they base their demand to have him 


killed. 


20. *AmexplOn 6 3x dos 
kal elzre, Aaupdriov Ex eus- 
Tis ce Snret amoxTetvat; 


21. *Amexpl6n 6 In- 
gots Kal elev avrois, 
"Ev épyov érolnoa, Kal 
mavres Oavudcere. 

22. Ara Totro Mwojs 
dddwKev uly THY TepiTo- 
why, (obx 8re ex Tob 
Mwcéws éotiv, adn ékx 
Tay marépwy,) Kal év 
caBBdrw mepiréuvere dy- 
Opwrrov, 


John vii. 20. The peo- 
ple answered and said, 
Thou hast a devil: who 
goeth about to kill 
thee?4 

21. Jesus answered and 
said unto them, I have 
done one work,’ and ye 
all marvel. 


22. Moses therefore 
gave unto you circum- 
cision; (not because it is 
of Moses, but of the 
fathers;) and ye on the 
sabbath day circumcise 
aman, 


20, And the people re- 
plied to him, Thou art 
besides thyself. 


21. And Jesus = an- 
swered them, I have 
made the service of God 
to be one, and at that 
you marvel. 


22, For Moses gave you 
circumcision, not be- 
cause it is from Moses, 
but from the fathers (as 
a covenant with God to 
keep the command- 
ments and the Sabbath), 
and yet you circumcise 
on a Sabbath. 
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(a) The words, Who goeth about to kill thee, I omit, 
because these words say nothing and form a contradiction 
and do not call forth any answer from Jesus, and because 
they break the sense of the words, Thou art beside thy- 
self. 

(b) pyov means serving God; é& means only. The 
double accusative means here, I have made the matter 
one. 

(c) Sia rodro, as in many passages in John, is used here 
as a connective. None of you fulfils the law of God, and 
here is the proof. 


The explanation of this passage, which has no meaning 
according to the exposition of the church, depends on the 
preceding verses: on this, that Moses gave you the law 
and none of you lives according to the law, and on the 
preceding verse, where Jesus says that he has made 
the worship to be one, complete, not contradictory, as 
is the law of Moses. And so he gives an example of the 
internal contradiction, which is to be found in the law of 
Moses. We must also remember that the circumcision 
has two meanings: one — external, the other—a cove- 
nant with God, like the observance of the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath was a sign of the covenant with God. Jesus 
says, Here is an example: Moses told you to cut off the 
outer flesh, so that you may be in a covenant with God. 
The covenant with God is confirmed by the observance 
of the Sabbath, and now you, in order to keep the law of 
Moses, which has for its purpose the keeping of the 
covenant. with God, break the Sabbath, the covenant 
with God. 


23. El repirouhy Aau- 
Bdaver dvOewros év caB- 
Barw, tva wh vO 6 
vouos Mwcéws, éuol xo- 
Aare bre doy AvOpwrov 
vy érolnoa év caB- 
Bary 5 


John vii. 23. If aman 
on the sabbath day re- 
ceive circumcision, that 
the law of Moses should 
not be broken; are ye 
angry at me, because I 
have made a man every 
whit wholes on the sab- 
bath day? 


23. If a man receives 
the circumcision on a 
Sabbath, that the law of 
Moses should not be 
broken, why are you 
angry at me, because 1 
have made a man right 
on the Sabbath? 
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(a) bys means not only well, but also straight, right, 
not false. Tit. ii, 8: Sound speech, that cannot be con- 
demned ; that he that is of the contrary part may be 
ashamed, having no evil thing to say of us. 

The whole passage, from the beginning to the end, is, 
in our opinion, incorrectly conceived and translated. 

This is the way the church explains it (Gospel of John, 
p. 264): 


One work: The Lord did many miracles in Jerusalem on the 
first day of the passover, and of the events of the second passo- 
ver only one work is mentioned,—the miracle which was the 
cause of the accusation preferred against him for breaking the 
law on the Sabbath. 

Ye all marvel: Since I determined to do that on a Sabbath, 
thus, in your opinion, offending the law about the Sabbath, you 
marvel, are troubled and excited, and start a persecution against 
me; you press me hard and seek to kill me. The conception of 
surprise here includes the conception of an unfavourable relation 
to him who roused the surprise. But, continues the Lord, if I, 
according to your thinking, have once broken the law of Moses, 
you break it constantly, and I will prove it to you, and the Lord 
proceeds to disclose the idea which is in general terms expressed 
in Verse 19. The words, Moses gave unto you circumcision, 
correspond to the words, Did not Moses give you the law? etc., 
the same Moses who gave you the law in general, and among 
others the law about the Sabbath, gave you also the law of cir- 
cumcision. The words, And ye on the Sabbath day circumcise a 
man, correspond to the words, None of you keepeth the law, that 
is, on the basis of the law of circumcision you break the law of 
the Sabbath, when you circumcise the new-born on the Sabbath. 
The Lord is pointing to a fact of common occurrence in the life 
of the Jews, which was that, if the eighth day, on which the 
law demanded that the new-born boy be circumcised, fell on a 
Sabbath, every father broke the law of the Sabbath, in order to 
observe the law of circumcision. In this manner, concludes the 
Lord, if you break the law of the Sabbath for the sake of observ- 
ing the law of circumcision, and do not consider yourselves as 
lawbreakers, why do you think that I broke the Sabbath, when I 
did a much higher act than circumcision, when I made a man 
whole on the Sabbath ? 
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Do you suppose that making a man whole is a lesser act than 
cutting off the outer flesh of the new-born boy? : ? 

In order to comprehend this comparison of the circumcision 
with the miracle of healing, performed by the Lord, we must 
remember that in either case there is a physical action and a 
spiritual reaction, — the entrance of the circumcised into the 
society of the chosen of God. In the healing the physical action 
is a complete reéstablishment of the physical health; the spiri- 
tual reaction is the sanctification of the whole man (Go and sin 
no more, v. 14). In either case the healing is higher than the 
circumcision, and the actions of the Lord are thus fully. justified. 

Thus the fundamental moral principle, on which this defensive 
speech of the Lord is based, is the same which is briefly and 
decidedly expressed by him on another occasion: The sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the sabbath (Mark xi. 27). 

By dint of this principle the law of the Sabbath is broken 
whenever a more important work is to be accomplished, though 
the permission to do so may not be directly expressed in the law. 
If you must circumcise on the Sabbath, do so, and do not con- 
sider yourselves breakers of the law; I did on the Sabbath a 
more important work than circumcision, so why do you consider 
me a breaker of the law of the Sabbath, and persecute me, and 
seek to kill me?: 

The remark made by the Lord concerning the circumcision, 
that it is not from Moses, but from the fathers, still more 
strengthens its idea. The law of the Sabbath is so important 
that it entered into the decalogue (the fourth commandment), 
while the law of circumcision does not form part of the deca- 
logue; it was transmitted from the fathers, that is, the patri- 
archs, and Moses only once mentions it in a few words. Thus, 
the most important law, which entered into the decalogue, is 
broken in the practice of the Jews for the sake of observing 
a law which did not enter into the decalogue. Why, then, 
accuse me of breaking the law of the Sabbath, since on the 
Sabbath I did a more important work than circumcision, and 
those who break the Sabbath for the sake of the latter do not 
consider themselves breakers of the law? 


Reuss (Vol. VI., pp. 201 and 202): 


Voici en deux mots le sens du raisonnement contenu dans les 
derniéres lignes de notre texte: “La guérison du paralytique, 
opérée pendant le sabbat, a causé parmi vous un étonnement tel, 
que vous en avez méme voulu 4 ma vie. Mais il y a des choses 
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qui priment le sabbat (Mare ii. 27).  Ainsi la circoncision, 
instituée longtemps avant Moise, se pratique & jour fixe, le hui- 
tiéme aprés la naissance de l’enfant, sans égard au sabbat. Or, 
qu’est-ce que la circoncision, en comparaison de la guérison d’un 
homme malade de tous ses membres? Qu’est-ce qu’une con- 
sécration rituelle, en comparaison d’un acte de bienfaisance? 
(Qu’est-ce que la chair en comparaison de Vesprit?” Le rai- 
sonnement est moins populaire que celui conservé par les Synop- 
tiques (Matth. xii. 11. Luc xiv. 5, etc.), mais il répond mieux 
a la circonstance, en tant qu'il s’agissait pour Jésus de s’autoriser 
de la loi méme pour justifier son acte. j 

ll y a cependant un peu d’obscurité dans l’exposé de l’argu- 
ment, et les éditions mémes s’en sont ressenties. Le texte vul- 
gaire, que nous suivons ici, commence le v. 22 par les mots: 
C’est pour cela que, tandis que les modernes rattachent ces mots 
au verset précédent : vous vous étonnez a cause de cela. Cette 
derniére combinaison parait plus simple, mais elle est contraire a 
Vusage constant de Vauteur, qui met réguliérement ces mots en 
téte de ses phrases, et jamais a la fin (Chap. v. 16, 18; vi. 65; 
viii. 47, etc.). Ici ils doivent insinuer que e’est a dessein que 
Moise a conservé l’antique institution de la circoncision, comme 
telle, et sans y déroger au profit du sabbat, afin de faire ressortir 
la supériorité de la premiére. Jésus voulant mettre la guérison 
qwil a opérée sur la méme ligne que la circoncision, comme 
quelque chose de supérieur au sabbat, indique ce but par 
l’adverbe en question placé en téte de son raisonnement. Avec 
Vautre-ponctuation, le v. 22 est isolé du reste et le fil de l’argu- 
mentation est perdu. 


Philologically such a translation is impossible, and 
what comes of this translation and of these interpreta- 
tions? Jesus begins his discourse by saying that he 
does not teach from himself, but from God, and that 
he who does the will of God knows whether what he 
does is true or not. Then he says that it is not Moses 
who gave the eternal law, and that none of them lives 
according to the law, and he asks why they want to kill 
him. They say, No, we do not want to kill thee. And 
he answers (according to the interpretation of the church), 
You want to kill me because I healed one on a Sabbath, 
but the Sabbath is not important; and here is interpolated 
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a still more irrelevant detail about this, that it was not 
Moses, but the fathers, who gave the circumcision. You 
yourselves break the Sabbath, and it is more important 
to heal a man. And immediately after this excursus, 
which is out of season and out of reason, he says, Do 
not judge by appearances, but in truth. And immedi- 
ately after that he says, You know me, but you do not 
know him who has sent me, etc., and he continues the 
same speech. 

Involuntarily the question rises what sense there is 
in speaking in such a rambling fashion, and in uttering 
things which are quite useless and which break the train 
of thought and descend from high truths to base polemics. 

In the proper translation nothing of the kind takes 
place, and these verses directly continue the same thought 
and are connected with the subsequent discourse. Jesus 
says, Not Moses gave you the law, but God, and you do 
not observe the law, why, then, do you want to kill me? 
They say, Because thou art beside thyself. He says, I 
made the worship to be one, I gave you the one law, 
which is not contradictory, and that seems strange to 
you. And yet you do not marvel that Moses gave you 
the law, to be in a covenant with God, and that, though 
one of the chief conditions of the covenant with God is 
the keeping of the Sabbath, you circumcise on the Sab- 
bath, in order to keep the law of Moses. Why, then, do 
you marvel that I made a man completely free and right 
on a Sabbath? Judge not by the letter, but by the spirit. 
And he continues his speech, Do not ask who I am, but 
who he is who has sent the man, etc. 


John vii. 24. Judge 
not according to the 
appearance, but judge 


24. Mi xplvere kar’ 


24. Do not judge ac- 
eww, Ga Thy dixalay 


cording to the appear- 
ance, but in truth. 


Kplow xplvare. 

25. “EnXeyor obv ruves 
éx T&v ‘Tepocodumr dv, 
Ovx obrés eri dv &y- 
Tove droKTElvat ; 


righteous judgment, 

25, Then said some of 
them of Jerusalem, Is 
not this he, whom they 
seek to kill? 


25. Then some of the 
inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem said, Is this he 
whom they want to kill? 
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26. Kal te, rappnsia 
Aade?, Kal ovdev adr@ 
A€yovet. unmore anOas 
éyvwoar of &pxovres, Ore 
ottés éori addnOds 6 
Xpriorés ; 

27.’ ANG TOTO» ofda- 
pev wObev early: 6 dé Xpi- 
ards brav EpxeTar, ovdels 
yuwooke obey erly: 

28. *Expaéev ody év 7@ 
tep@ diddoxwv 6’ Inoods, 
kal Néywr, Kae ofdare, 
kal oldaTe dev eiul Kal 
am’ éuavrod ovk éd7Av0a, 
GN Zor adyOivds 6 
méupyas me, dv duets ovK 
oldaTe- 

29. ’Byo 6é oida av- 
Tov, dre wap avrod etul, 
KaKelvos pe amréorei\ev. 

30. ’Egjrouy ofy ad- 
Tov midoa: Kal ovdels 
éréBarev éx abrov Thy 
xelpa, bre ovrw EXynvOer 
7 Opa avrod. 

31. Tloddol dé éx Tot 
dxAou erlorevoayr els av- 
Tov, Kat €deyov, “Ore 6 
Xpuoros ray €Oy, unre 
mrelova onueta ToOvTwWY 
moujoe, @v ovTos érolny- 
oEv; 

82. "Hrovear ot api- 
gato. ToD dxou yoyyu- 
fovros rept airod raiTa: 
kal dméoreday ot Papi- 
cato. Kal of dpxvepels 
banpéras, tva midowou 
avrov. 

33. Etrev ofy avrots 6 
"Inoobs,” Ere uuxpov xpo- 
vov we’ tudv elut, Kal 
bmdyw mpds Tov méu- 
WavTd me. 

34. Znrioeré pe, kat 
obx edphoere Kat dou 
elut eyw, vpets ov dvva- 
abe éOety, 


26. But, lo, he speaketh 
boldly, and they say noth- 
ing unto him. Do the 
rulers know indeed that 
this is the very Christ? 


27. Howbeit we know 
this man whence he is: 
but when Christ cometh, 
no man Knoweth whence 
he is. 


28. Then cried Jesus 
in the temple as he 
taught, saying, Ye both 
know me, and ye know 
whence Iam: and I am 
not come of myself, but 
he that sent me is true, 
whom ye knew not. 


29. But I know him; 
for Ll am from him, and 
he hath sent me, 


30. Then they sought 
to take him: but no 
man laid hands on him, 
because his hour was not 
yet come. 


31. And many of the 
people believed on him, 
and said, When Christ 
cometh, will he do more 
miracles than these 
which this man hath 
done? 


32. The Pharisees heard 
that the people mur- 
mured such things con- 
cerning him; and the 
Pharisees and the chief 
priests sent officers to 
take him, 


33. Then said Jesus 
unto them, Yet a little 
while am I with you, 
and then I go unto him 
that sent me. 


34. Ye shall seek me, 
and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither 
ye cannot come. 
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26. He speaks openly, 
and they do not answer 
him. Have not the rulers 
acknowledged him to be 
the anointed one? 


27. The only thing is 
we know this man. 
When the anointed one 
comes, no man _ will 
know whence he comes. 


28, And teaching in 
the temple, Jesus said 
loudly, You know me, 
and you know whence I 
come; but I do not come 
of myself: he who has 
sent me is true, and him 
you do not know. 


29. I know him; Il 
know that I am from 
him and that he has 
sent me. 

30, They wanted to 
overcome him, but could 
not vanquish him, for 
it was not yet to be. 


31. And many of the 
people believed in his 
teaching, and _— said, 
When Christ comes, he 
will hardly prove better 
than this one. 


32. The Pharisees heard 
that the people were dis- 
turbed about his teach- 
ing; and the Pharisees 
and chief priests sent 
servants to take him. 


33. And Jesus said, 
Only for a short time do 
I walk with you and 
lead you to him who has 
sent me. 


34. You will seek argu- 
ments against me, and 
you will not find them; 
and whither I go you 
gannot come. 
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35. Elrov obp ol ’Iov- 
Sato. mpds éavrovs, Ilod 
otros wédNee tropever Oar, 
bre Tuels od evphoomev 
avrév; ph els THY dia- 
aropay Tav “ENAjvwv 
médrer tropeverOar, Kal 
btddoKewy TOUS” EAANvas ; 

86. Tls éoruv odros 6 
royos dv ele, Znrjoeré 
we, kal ovxX evpioeTe 
kal 67rov elul eye, vpets 
ot Svvacbe éOety ; 

87. ’Ev dé 7p éoxarn 
quépa Th meyddn Tis 
éoptis earner 0 In- 
gous, kal éxpate Néywr, 
"Bdy ris dua, épxérdw 
mpos me Kal river 

38. ‘O mioredwy eis 
éue, Kabds elrev 7 
vpaph, morapol éx THs 
kowWlas avrod pevcovo. 
UdaTos (Ovros. 

39. Tobro 6é etme wept 
rod Ilveduaros o} eued- 
ov AawBdavey of m- 
arevovres eis avrdy: 
otrw yap fv Ilvedua 
“Ayuv, bre 6 “Inoods 
ovdérw edotdcOn. 

40. ILoAdol of ék Tod 
bydov dKovoavTes TOV 
Noyov edeyov, Odréds 
éstw adnbas 6 mpoph- 
TNS. 

41. “ANNo. edeyor, 
Obrés éorw 6 Xpiords. 
ardor 5é ~deyor, Mi 
yap éx THs Tadidalas 6 
Xpiords €pxerar ; 

42. Ovxi  ypady 
elev, Sre éx TOU or éppa- 
tos AaBld, kal ard Bn- 
Odeeu, THS Kwuns Grrov Hv 
AaBls, 6 Xpisrds epxe- 
TOL; 

43. Lyloua oby ev 7g 
bx rw eyevero Ot adrdv, 


35. Then said the Jews 
among themselves, 
Whither will he go, 
that we shall not find 
him? will he go unto 
the dispersed among 
the Gentiles, and teach 
the Gentiles? 


36. What manner of 
saying is this that he 
said, Ye shall seek me, 
and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither 
ye cannot come?¢ 


37. In the last day, 
that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and 


cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and 
drink. 


38. He that believeth 
on me, as the Scripture 
hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of 
living water (Isaiah xii. 
3; Joeliii. 18). 


39. (But this spake he 
of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on him 
should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost¢ was not yet 
given; because that Je- 
sus was not yet glori- 
fied.)e 


40. Many of the peo- 
ple therefore, when they 
heard this saying, said, 
Of a truth this is the 
Prophet. 


41, Others said, This 
is the Christ. But some 
said, Shall Christ come 
out of Galilee? 


42, Hath not the 
Scripture said, That 
Christ cometh of the 
seed of David, and out 
of the town of Bethle- 
hem, where David was? 


43, So there was a 
division among the peo- 
ple because of him, 
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35. And the Jews said, 
Whither will he go, that 
we shall not find him? 
Does he want to go to 
the Greeks and teach 
them? 


36. What does it mean 
You will seek and will 
not find, and you will 
not come whither I go? 


37. On the last chief 
day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and spoke loudly, 
If any man is thirsty, 
let him come to me and 
drink. 


38. He who believes in 
my teaching, as the 
Seripture has said, out 
of his belly will flow 
rivers of living water. 


39. This he spoke of 
the spirit of God, which 
they who believed in 
him would receive; for 
the spirit was not yet, 
because Jesus was not 
yet understood. 


40. Many of the people, 
having understood his 
teaching, said, He is 
truly a prophet. 


_ 41, Others said, This 
is the chosen one of God. 
Some said, Shall the 
chosen one come out of 
Galilee? 


42. The Scripture says 
that he is of the seed of 
David, and out of the 
village of Bethlehem. 


43, And there was a 
division among the peo- 
ple because of him. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


44. Tues 5€ #Oedov 
€& alr Gv midcoar adrov, 
GN ovddels éréBadev er’ 
avrov Tas xElpas. 

45.“ H Oop ob of barn- 
péTar mpds Tovs apxvepels 
kal Papioalous: Kal eiroy 
avrots éxetvor, Acarl ov« 
nyayere abrov ; 

46. *AmexplOnoay oi 
banpérar, Ovdérore ob- 
Tws éhddnoev &vOpwrros, 
ws otTos 6 &vOpwros. 

47. ’ArexplOnoay ody 
avrots of Papicato., Mh 
kal buets wemAdvnobe ; 

48. My ris é« ray 
apxovTwy ériarevcey eis 
abrov, i) ék Tv bapi- 
calwy; 

49. "AXN 6 bxXos o8- 
TOS, O My ywwwoKwY TOV 
vouov, émikaTdparol eicr. 

50. Aéyer Nuxddnuos 
mpos avrovs, 6 éOwy 
vuxtos mpos avrov, eis 

 @yv €& avrav, 

51. My 6 vbuos judy 
Kplvec Tov dvOpwrov, éay 
uh axoton map airod 
mpotepov, Kal yum é 
TOLel-; 

52. ’AmexplOncav xal 
elrov atr@, Mh kcal od 
ék THs TadiAalas ef; 
épevvnoov Kal te, Ore 
mpopyrns ék TAS T'ads- 
alas ovK ey7yepT ac. 

53. Kal éropev0n Exa- 
oros els TOY oikov avrod. 


(a) These words 


nobody fulfils the law. 


44. And some of them 
would have taken him; 
but no man laid hands 
on him. 


45. Then came _ the 
officers to the chief 
priests and Pharisees; 
and they said unto 
them, Why have ye not 
vroughtys him? 


46. The officers an- 
swered, Never man 
spake like this man.g 


47. Then answered 
them the Pharisees, Are 
ye also deceived? 


-48. Have any of the 
rulers or of the Phari- 
sees believed on him? 


49. But this people who 
knoweth not the law are 
cursed. 


50. Nicodemus saith 
unto them, (he that 
came to Jesus by night, 
being one of them,) 


51. Doth our law judge 
any man, before it hear 
him, and know what he 
doeth? 


52. They answered and 
said unto him, Art thou 
also of Galilee? Search, 
and look: for out of Gal- 
ilee ariseth no prophet. 


53. And every man 
went unto his own 
house. 
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44. Some of them 
wanted to overcome him, 
but no one vanquished 
him, - 


45. Then the servants 
came to the priests, and 
the priests said, Why 
have you not taught 
him? 


46. The servants re- 
plied, No manever spoke 
like this one. 


‘ 


47. And the Pharisees 
said, Have you, too, 
erred? 


48. For none of the 
rulers and none of the 
Pharisees believe in 
hin. 


49. But this rabble, 
accursed people, does 
not know the law. 


50. Nicodemus said to 
them (it was he who had 
come to Jesus in the 
night, and he was with 
them): 


51. Does our law allow 
us to condemn a man 
without learning first 
how he teaches? 


52. They answered him, 
Art thou also of Galilee? 
Search in the law, and 
see whether there can be 
a prophet out of Galilee. 


53. And all went home. 


are directly connected with Verse 19, 
which is, that it is not Moses who taught you the law, and 


He who will judge not by appear- 


ances but by the essence of the thing will understand it. 


(b) e&nrovy mudoa and ovdels éréBare avrov. 


Both 


expressions may have the direct meaning to take ham 67 
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force, or the transferred meaning to overcome him wm dis- 
pute and vanquish him with arguments. The second is 
more closely connected with what follows. 

(c) Jesus says, You will dispute with me, and will not 
find anything. You must not dispute, but fulfil, do, fol- 
low me, then you will know whether it is true. 

(d) In the majority of texts dyov is wanting. 

(e) do€afoua, like mapadayBavo, does not mean to 
glorify, but to acknowledge, to understand. 

(f) dy has the meaning of to teach. 

(g) The answer of the servants of the priests shows 
that they were not police officers, but assistants of the 
priests in the interpretation of the laws, and that they 
tried to vanquish him with words. 


' Jesus does not go to celebrate the holiday, for he denies 
all holidays and all external worship ; but he comes in the 
middle of the feast, not to celebrate it, but to speak with 
the people. And, entering the temple, he teaches the 
people to serve God in the spirit, and they marvel at his © 
teaching, and wonder how he, an unlearned man, can 
know all this. He says, This teaching is not mine, but 
God’s, the spirit’s. When he is asked for the proofs of 
the truth of his teaching, he says that there is one thing 
to prove the justice of what he is teaching: You must 
try to do the will of God the Father, and then you will 
know whether it is true, or whether it is an invention. 

But the will is known to everybody: it is expressed 
by Jesus in his preaching, where he says that God is 
spirit, that no one has ever seen him, that the worship 
of the Jews is a deception, that the spirit of God is 
intelligible in man only. 

To the objections made to him concerning the law of 
Moses, Jesus replies that it is not Moses whe gave the 
law, but God, and that they do not understand the law. 
To exemplify the relation of his teaching to the law, he 
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tells them that the chief law consists in the communion 
with God, which Moses commanded men to express by 
the circumcision. The covenant is the main thing, but the 
execution of the whole written law is contradictory. And 
he adduces as an example the case of the circumcision per- 
formed on the Sabbath. If, he says, the circumcision is 
performed on the Sabbath, we must understand that the 
chief and least important in the law is the covenant. 

In my teaching the chief thing is to serve God by 
deeds. They do not understand him, and dispute with 
him, as to whether he is the Messiah, or not. It seems 
to them that he is not, for they know him, and no one 
will know the Messiah. And Jesus cries to them, You 
say that you will not know him who is sent by God. 
You do not know him: you know only me, the son of 
the carpenter; but you do not know him who within me 
speaks of God. And he is Christ, the chosen one of God, 
and promised to you, there is no other, and there will 
be none. Even now I lead you to the Father. Follow 
me and do not trouble yourselves about finding out who I 
am. If you do, you will not understand the Father. 
Follow me,—I have revealed the true life to you: so 
come to. me, and commune with this life. It is like 
spring water: it will never be exhausted. 

The words of Jesus Christ convinced many who had 
no learning; but the priests and high priests said, This 
accursed rabble does not know the law. They believe 
anything which they are told. Nicodemus said, But 
ought we not to understand what he is saying? He 
may be telling the truth. 

Impossible, said the Pharisees, for he is from Galilee. 
The learned repeated what the Jews had told Christ, 
what the churches have been saying for eighteen hundred 
years, namely, that according to the prophecies the son 
of God would come in a certain place, under definite con- 
ditions; and they did not hear what Jesus cried to them, 
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You know me and whence I came. But I did not come 
in my own name, and true is he who sent me, and you do 
not know him. And that is all you need know. If you 
do not know that, that is, God within yourselves, you can- 
not help but not know me. If I said that I am Christ, 
you would believe me; but you would not believe God 
who is within you. Only by believing God through me 
will you be able to understand God who is within you. 


John viii. 12. Then 12. Another time Jesus 


12. Ildduv ody 6 'In- 
gods avrots éX\ddnoe Ké- 
you, Ryo elu 7O POs 
TOU KOT MoU" 0 akoNoVO@y 
é€uol ov wn TepiTarHce 
év tH oKotla, adn ee 
TO POS THS CwHSs. 


oper’ Jesus again unto 
them, saying, I am the 
light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light 
of life. 


said, I am the light of 
the world. He who will 
follow me will not walk 
in the darkness, but will 
have the light of life. 


John i. 4. In him is life, and life is the light of men. 


In this place we find what by all critics is recognized to 
be an interpolation of the history of the harlot’s pardon ; 
but the didactic part of the discourse is a continuation of 
the preceding chapter. The peculiarity of speech in this 
chapter is this, that before this Jesus addressed the 


people, while now he addresses the Pharisees. 

After the conversation of the Pharisees with the serv- 
ants, it must be assumed that they themselves entered 
into a discussion with Jesus. 


13. Eirov’ ofv airg 
ot Papicaior, Td sept 
ceavTov papTupelss 1 
paptupla gov ovK éoruy 
adnOys: 

14. ’AmexplOn ’Inaods 
kal etrev avrots, Kav éya 
HapTup® mepl éeuavrod, 
adnOns éoriv 7) waptupla 
Mou: 8ru olda méb0ev Fr- 
Bov, Kal mot tardyw: 
duets 6¢ ovK oldare mbbev 
Epxouat, Kal rod brdyw. 


John viti, 13. The 
Pharisees therefore said 
unto him, Thou bearest 
record of thyself; thy 
record is not true. 


14. Jesus answered 
and- said unto them, 
Though I bear record of 
myself, yet my record is 
true: for I know whence 
I came, and whither I 
go; but ve cannot tell 
whence I come, and 
whither I go. 


13. And the Pharisees 
said to him, Thou bear- 
est witness of thyself, 
and so thy testimony is 
not true, 


14. And Jesus replied 
to them, Though I bear 
witness of myself, my 
testimony is true, for I 
know whence I came, 
and whither I lead: it is 
you only who do not 
know whence I come 
and whither I lead. 
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15. ‘Yuets xara Thy 
odpka Kplvere €y@ ov 
kplyw ovdéva. 

16. Kal éav xpivw 6€ 
éyo, 7 Kplows Eu ady- 
Ons éotiv: bru wbvos ovK 
eiul, GAN eye kal 6 méu- 
Yas me rarnp. 

17. Kai év r@ vouw 
dé T@ vuerépp yeypar- 
rat, Te dvo avOpwrwy H 
Maprupia adnOys éoruy. 

18. Eyo efuc 6 paprv- 
pav tmepl éuavrod, Kal 
baptupet mepl éuod oO 
méuyas pe WarTnp. 

19. “Edeyor oby adr@, 
Ilot éoriv 6 warp cov; 
drexpl0n 6 'Inoots, Ove 
éue ofdate, ode Tov Ta- 
tépa wou: ef eue pdare, 
kal Tov maTépa pou 
qoere dv. 

20. Tatra Ta pyuara 
éddnoev 6 'Inoods €v 
Te yasopurakiy, didd- 
okwy év TO lepw: Kal 
ovdels érlacey avrov, brt 
ovrw énvbe 7 Opa av- 
Tov. 

21. Kimev ofv mdaduy 
avrots 6 “Incots, “Bye 
irdyw, Kal (nTHoETE LE, 
cal év TH auaptia Yudy 
arodavetcbe: Srov eyo 
imdyw, duets od StvarGe 
édetv. 

22. “Edeyov ody ol 
"Tovdator, Mire amroKxre- 
ved Gaurov, dre eye, 
"Orou éym brdyw, ters 
ov Svvacbe éOety ; 

23. Kal elev avrots, 
i yeis ex TOV KdTw éore, 
éyd ek TOV dyw elul: 
Juets éx To0 Kdopou Tov- 
tov éore, @yw ovK elut 
éx Tov Kbg MoU TOVTOY. 


15. Ye judge after the 
flesh; I judges no man. 


16. And yet if I judge, 
my judgment is true: 
for 1 am not alone, but 
I and the Father that 
sent me.? 


17. It is also written in 
your law, that the testi- 
mony of two men is true. 


18, I am one that bear 
witness of myself, and 
the Father that sent me 
beareth witness of me. 


19. Then said they 
unto him, Where is 
thy Father? Jesus an- 
swered, Ye neither 
know me, nor my 
Father: if ye had known 
me, ye should have 
known my Father also.4 


20. These words spake 
Jesus in the treasury, as 
he taught iv the temple: 
and no man laid hands 
on him; for his hour 
was not yet come.® 


21. Then said Jesus 
again unto them, I go 
my way, and ye shall 
seek me, and shall die 
in your sins: whither I 
go, ye cannot come. 


92. Then said the Jews, 
Will he kill himself? be- 
cause he saith, Whither 
I go, ye cannot come. 


93, And he said unto 
them, Ye are from be- 
neath; I am from above: 
ye are of this world; I 
am not of this world. 
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15, You judge after 
the flesh; but I judge 
no man, 


16. And if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I 
am not alone, —there is 
also the Father who sent 
me. 


17. It is also written in 
your law, that the testi- 
mony of two men is suf- 
ficient. 


18. I bear witness of 
myself, and the Father 
who sent me bears wit- 
ness of me. 


19. The Jews said to 
him, Who is this Father 
of thine? And Jesus 
said to them, You do 
not know me, and you 
do not know my Father. 
If you knew me, you 
would know my Father. 


20. These words Jesus 
spoke near the treasury 
in the temple, and no 
man overcame him; for 
evidently his time had 
not yet come. 


91. And again Jesus 
said to them, I lead, and 
you will discuss who I 
am, and through your 
error you will die. You 
will not go whither I 
lead. 


22, And the Jews said, 
Does he mean to kill 
himself? For he said, 
You will not go whither 
I lead. 


23. And he said to 
them, You are from be- 
neath, but I am from 
above. You are of this 
world, but I am not of 
this world, 
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24. Elrov ofy byiv 
bru dmobavelabe év Tats 
duaprias tudv: édv yap 
uh muorevonre Ste eyo 
elu, drobuvelabe év Tats 
dwaprlacs bur. 

25. "Edeyov oby avrg, 
Xv rls ef; Kal eirev av- 
rots 6 Inoods, Thy apx nv 
8 re kal NaAD uly. 


24. I said therefore un- 
to you, that ye shall die 
in your sins: for if ye 
believe not that I am he, 
ye shall die in your sins. 


25. Then said they un- 
to him, Who art thou? 
And Jesus saith unto 
them, Even the same 
that I said unto you 
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24, I said that you will 
die in your eyrors if you 
do not trust in me. 


25. Then they said to 
him, Who art thou? 
And Jesus said to them, 
First of all lam what LU 
tell you. 


from the beginning.f 


(a) That xpivw here means to judge, condemn, is con- 
firmed by the object ovdéva. 

(>) In reply to the question, why his teaching is true, 
Jesus gives as the first proof, that if a man would do what 
he says, he would find out that his teaching is true; as. 
the second proof of the truth he advances this, that he 
explains whence comes the soul of man, and whither it 
goes, while they do not know. 

(c) In many texts Verses 15 and 16 are omitted. 
They add nothing, and only make the discourse obscure. 

(d) As the third proof of the truth of his teaching, 
Jesus states that its truth is attested by two witnesses: 
by man himself, and by his Father, — God. 

The Jews ask, Who is thy father? The trouble is, you 
do not know your Father; you do not know your origin. 
If you knew, everything would be clear to you. He says 
the same that he told Nicodemus, that the foundation of 
everything is the understanding as to whence life, the 
soul of man, comes. 

(e) Many texts have not adrod. 

(7) Iam what I told you about in the beginning — I 
am the light and the comprehension, or, I am what I tell 
you; I am my teaching, I am the way-and the truth, as 
it says farther down. 

There follows Verse 26: I have many things to say, 
and to judge of you; but he that sent me is true; and 
I speak to the world those things which I have heard of 
him. This verse has no clear meaning. 
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This is what the church has to say about it (Gospel of 
John, p. 297): 


I have many things to say, etc: The utterance of the preceding 
verse is called forth by the question of the Jews, which inter- 
rupted the Lord’s speech. Immediately after the answer to the 
proposed question, the Lord continues his discourse from Verses 
21-24. He expressed to the people the bitter truth about their 
sad moral condition and proclivities, telling them-what all that 
would bring them to, and now he continues that speech, telling 
them that he has much to tell them about the moral condition 
of the people, and to judge of them, to disclose before their eyes 
the whole abyss of their moral degradation, the whole weight 
of their responsibility before the judgment of God. But, con- 
tinues the Lord, no matter how hard it is for you to hear all this, 
and for me to accuse you, and still more to rouse you against me, 
I must do so and will tell you everything, for he who has sent 
me is the truth itself, and I must tell the truth which I heard 
from him. 

They understood not, etc.: The evangelist’s remark as to the 
relation of the hearers to the meaning of Jesus’ discourse. This 
lack of comprehension seems terrible after what the Lord has 
been saying all the time about him who sent him, for formerly 
they seem to have understood similar utterances of his. No 
doubt those who frequently heard the Lord, even his enemies, 
now understood his utterances, though only in an external 
manner, but the crowd which surrounded him did not under- 
stand him, and it is of this crowd that the evangelist speaks. 
This is the reason why the Lord goes on to speak directly of the 
Father as having sent him. 


This is what Reuss has to say (Vol. VI, pp. 212 and 
213): 


On ne saisit pas bien, & premiére vue, ’enchainement logique 
des quelques phrases mises dans la bouche de Jésus en réponse & 
cette nouvelle question des Juifs. Aussi les interprétes ont-ils 
essayé des combinaisons trés-variées et qui n’arrivent guére & 
écarter toute espéce d’obscurité. Voici comment nous compre- 
nons la liaison des éléments réunis dans les y. 25 et 26. A la 
question: Qui es-tu? Jésus répond seulement par ces mots: Je 
suis ce que je vous dis; en d’autres termes: je n’ai pas besoin 
de le dire de nouveau, je Vait dit suffisamment. L’adverbe tout 
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d’abord, n’est pas Véquivalent de la phrase: “depuis le com- 
mencement,” car i] ne se lie pas avec la fin, comme on le prend 
ordinairement («je suis ce que je vous ai dit dés l'abord”’), mais il 
est piacé en téte, de maniére & dire: La premiére et seule réponse 
a donner, c’est, etc. C’est une espéce de fin de non receyolr, un 
retus de revenir & des explications désormais superflues, une 
espece de question préalable. Puis il ajoute par antithése : C’est 
de vous que j’ai & parler; ce serait 1a, pour vous, une préoccupa- 
tion plus importante. La théorie a été établie, il serait temps 
que vous en fissiez l’application; car ce que j’ai a dire de vous, 
c’est en méme temps un jugement, une critique, un avertissement 
sérieux et sévére. Cela est d’autant plus nécessaire que vous 
n’en tenez pas compte, vous le négligez, comme si cela ne vous 
regardait pas: et pourtant je ne suis que l’interpréte de l’autorité 
ia plus élevée, du juge supréme (Chap. v. 30; vill. 15, 16), et 
je ne dis que ce qui est salutaire au monde. Nous ne traduisons 
pas: J ‘aurais beaucoup de choses a dire sur vous, mais je me 
borne a ce que le Pére me dicte. 
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This verse adds absolutely nothing to what has been 
said before, and it not only breaks the connection of the 
thought of Verse 25 with that of Verse 27, but even 
destroys the meaning of the latter. If Verse 27, They 
understood not that he spake to them of the Father, 
stands after the words, Even the same that I said unto 
you, then it is clear that the same is the Father. But 
after Verse 26, where reference is made to him who sent, 
that is, to the Father, Verse 27 has no sense. And so 
this verse must be omitted. In the preceding verse it 
says the same as what is given later, ] and the Father 
are one. He said, I am what I tell you. What he 
speaks, the Father speaks, consequently they are one. 


John viii. 28. Then 
said Jesns unto them, 


28. Kiev ofy adrots 
ears 
6 Ingots, “Oray bwi- 


28. And Jesus said to 
them, When you have 


=1€ TOV vidv TOU a/Opw- 
mov, ToTE yvwoerbe STL 
ey elu: Kal dm éuav- 
TOU mo. ovdevy, adda 
Kabus édldaré we 6 rar Hp 
pov, TavTa NadS. 


When ye have lifted up 
the Son of man, then 
shall ye know that I am 
he, and that I do noth- 
ing of myself ; but as 
my Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things. 


lifted up the son of man, 
then you will know what 
Tam. 1 do nothing of 
myself; but as my Fa- 
ther has taught me, so I 
speak. 
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29. Kal 6 wéuwas pe 
pur = éuo0 = eo: ovK 
ADPAKE [LE LOVOY 6 Tarn, 
ort €yo Ta apecTa alTp 
ToL TaVTOTE. 

30. Tatra atrod da- 
Aodvros wool ériorev- 
cay eis avdrov. 

31. “Eneyev ob 6’ In- 
cobs 1pos TOUS TEmLOTEU- 
kéras ait@ ’lovdalous, 
"Eady vpets welvnre év TO 
Noyw, TO eu@ adnOds 
pwabnratl wou éore: 

32. Kal yrwoerbe ry 
ahndeav, Kal 7 addjGea 
éNevOepwoe vas. 

33. ’ AmexplOncav av- 
T@, Drépua ABpadu 
éopev, kal ovdevi dedov- 
AevKauev wrote: TOs 
od déyers, “Ore EXebOepor 
yevnoed be ; 

34. “AmexplOn adrots 
6 Inoots, “Auhy auny 
héyw viv, bre mwas 6 
Tody Thy duaptiav dod- 
Nés dori TIS amapTlas. 

35. ‘O dé dotdos ov 
péver év 77) oiklg els TOV 
aiGva’ 6 vids péver els 
Tov al@va. 

36. “Eav ofy 6 vlds 
buds éNevOepwbon, bvTws 
éhebbepor Eaea be. 

37. Otda drt oréppa 
*ABpadu éore: adda §y- 
relré me amoxreivat, Ort 
6 Néyos 6 Suds od ywpet 
év butv. 

88. "Hyd 6 éwpaka 
mapa T@ matpl pov, 
Aad: Kal wets ody 6 
éwpdkaTre Tapa TO Ta- 
Tpl Up@v, Tovetre. 

39. ’AmexplOncay Kai 
elrov ait@, ‘O warp 
quay “ABpadu éore. 
héyer avrots 4d ‘Inoods, 


29. And he that sent 
me is with me: the 
Father hath not left me 
alone; for I do always 
those things that please 
him. 


30. As he spake these 
words, many believed on 
him. 


31. Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which be- 
lieved on him, If ye con- 
tinue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples in- 
deed; 


32. And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free. 


33. They answered 
him,¢ We be Abraham’s 
seed, and were never in 
bondage to any man: 
how sayest thou, Ye 
shall be made free? 


34. Jesus answered 
them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, 
ever comniitteth sin is 
the servant of sin.? 


35. And the servant 
abideth not in the house 
for ever: but the Son 
abideth ever. 


36. If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.« 


37. I know that ye are 
Abraham’s seed; but ye 
seek to kill me, because 
my word hath no place 
in you. 


38. I speak that which 
I have seen with my 
Father: and ye do that 
which ye have seen with 
your father. 


39. They answered and 
said unto him, Abraham 
is our father. Jesus 
saith unto them, If ye 
were Abraham’s chil- 


Whoso-. 
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29. And he who sent 
me is with me. The 
Father has not left me 
alone; for I do always 
and everywhere what 
pleases him, 


30. And when he said 
this, many believed in 
his teaching. } 


31, Then Jesus said to 
those who believed in 
him, If you are firm in 
my comprehension, you 
will be taught by me, 


32, And you will know 
the truth, and the truth 
will make you free. 


33. They answered 
him, We are of Abra- 
ham’s nation, and were 
never anybody’s slaves. 
How, then, dost thou 
say that thou wilt make 
us free? 


34. And Jesus. an- 
swered them, You know 
yourselves that every 
man who makes mis- 
takes becomes the slave 
of mistakes. 


35. But the slave does 
not always remain in 
the family, but the son 
always. 


36. If, therefore, the 
son will free you, you 
will be free indeed. 


37. 1 know that you 
are of Abraham’s tribe; 
but you want to kill me, 
because my comprehen- 
sion has no place in you. 


38. I speak what I 
have comprehended of 
my Father; and you do 
what you have compre- 
hended of your father. 


39, And they said to 
him, Abraham is our 
father. Jesus said to 
them, If you were Abra- 
ham’s children, you 
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El rékva tod *ABpadu 
fre, Ta e&pya Tov 
"ABpadm émouetre dv. 

40. Nov 6é€ gnretré 
pe dmokreivar, d&vOpw- 
mov Os Thy adnbeav 
duty NeAdAKA, Av HKov- 
ga mapa Tov Oecd: 
tovro ABpadu ov« érol- 
nNoev. 

41. ‘Ywets moire Ta 
épya Tod marpos budr. 
elrov ody ait@, ‘Hyets 
éx mopvelas ov yeyevyy- 
pecOa eva marépa exo- 
pev, Tov Oedv. 

42. Kiev ofy avrois 
6’Inoots, Ei 6 Geds ma- 
THp bwav hy, nyaware 
av. éué éya@ yap éx Tod 
Gcot é&HNOov Kai Hxw 
ovdé yap am éuavrov 
éd\pvda, GAN éxetvds me 
dm éoT eune. 

43. Avari riv Nadav 
THY EuNv ov YLvWOKETE ; 
67. ov SUvacbe akovery 
Tov Abyor Tov eudv. 

44, ‘Yyels éx marpos 
Tov diaBdd\ov éore, kal 
Tas émOupulas Tov maT pds 
Udy Oédere rovety. exkel- 
vos dvOpwroxtdvos Hy 
dn’ dpxfs, kal ev 7H 
Gdnbela ovxy EornKer 
8rt ovK €or adjOeva év 
ait@, Odrav ady! Td 
Wevdos, ék Tay ldlwy Na- 
det bre Wevdaorns éort 
kal 6 marnp avrod. 

45. “Eya@ 6€ bre thy 
ahjdevav éyw, ov TI- 
oreveTé woe. ; 

46. Tis e& tuadv éréy- 
Ket we wepl duaprias-; el 
dé adjOeav Aéyw, Starl 
vuets od murreveTé j10t ; 

47. ‘O dp ék rod cod 
Td pyuata TOD Ceod dxov- 


dren, ye would do the 
works of Abraham, 


40. But now ye seek to 
kill me, a man that hath 
told you the truth, which 
I have heard of God: 
this did not Abraham. 


41. Ye do the deeds of 
your father. Then said 
they to him, We be not 
born of fornication; we 
have one father, even 
Goa. 


42. Jesus said unto 
them, If God were your 
Father, ye would love 
me: for I proceeded 
forth and came from 
God; neither came I of 
myself, but he sent me. 


43. Why do ye not 
understand my speech? 
even because ye cannot 
hear my word. 


44, Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye 
will do: he was a mur- 
derer from the begin- 
ning, and abode not in 
the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own: 
for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. 


45, And because I tell 
you the truth, ye believe 
me not. 


46. Which of you con- 
vinceth me of sin? And 
if I say the truth, why 
do ye not believe me?¢ 


47. He that is of God 
heareth God’s «words: 
ye therefore hear them 
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would serve God like 
him. 


40. But now you delib- 
erate how you may kill 
me, aman who has told 
you the truth, which I 
have heard of God. 
Abraham did not do 
this. 


41. You. serve your 
father. They said to 
him, We are not born of 
fornication: we have 
one Father, — God. 


42. Jesus said to them, 
If God were your Father, 
you would love me: for 
I proceeded from God 
and go to him. I did not 
come of myself, but he 
sent me. 


43. You do not under- 
stand my words of the 
comprehension, because 
you cannot understand 
my discussion. 


44, You are of the 
devil, and you will do 
the lust of your father: 
he was a murderer in 
the beginning, and did 
not live in the truth, 
because there is no 
truth in him. When he 
speaks, he speaks his 
own lie, and there is no 
truth in him, for heisa 
liar, and the father of 
lies. 


45. But when I speak 
the truth, you do not 
believe me. 


46. Who of you will 
accuse me that l am in 
error? If I say the 
truth, why do you not 
believe me? 


47. He who is of God 
understands the works 
of God. You do not 
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ev’ dua TodTo tues ovk 
dxovere, br. €k TOD Oeod 
ovK éoré. 

48. “AmexplOnoav obv 
ot “Tovdator kal elroy av- 
T® OV Kadds éyouev 
nets, STL Dayapelrnys ef 
ov, Kal daymdmov exes ; 

49.’ Arexp!0n’ Inoois, 
"Eye daiudvioy odk exw, 
GAG Ti Tov marépa 
wou, Kal vuels ariuudferé 
ME. 

50. "Ey@ dé od gyrd 
Thv ddEav pov: eat 6 
&nt av cal kplywv. 

51. ’Auhy duhy yw 
tty, édv Tis Tov Abyor 
Tov éuov THPHOH, Iava- 
Tov ov mh Oewpyjon els 
Tov ala@va. 

52. Eirov oy airo@ 
oi “Iovdato., Nov éyvib- 
Ka[Lev 6re = Satpdrmov 
Zxes: “ABpaau damébave 
kal of mpopjtra, Kal ov 
héyes, “Edy tis Tov 
Aéyor pou THPHTNH, ov 
KH yevoerar Oavarov eis 
Tov aldva. 

53. My od pelfwv ef 
Tov TaTpds Hud» ABpa- 
ap, dotis améBave; Kal 
ol mpopjta. amédavoy: 
tlya ceavrov ov Totes; 

54. AzexplOn’Inaois, 
"Kav eyo dokdgw éuav- 
Tov, 7 Oba jou ovdév 
éoti: oT 6 TaThp 
wov 6 dokdfwy pe, dv 
wets Néyere Sre Oeds 
buoy éort, 

55. Kat ovx éyvixare 
avrov, éyw 6é oida av- 
tov Kal éav elrw Ore 
ovk olda avrév, eooucn 
Suows wuav, wWevorns: 
GN oida a’rov, Kal Tov 
Nbyov avrov THpw. 


not, because ye are not 
of God. 


48. Then answered 
the Jews, and said unto 
him, Say we not well 
that thou art a Samari- 
tan, and hast a devil? 


49. Jesus answered, I 
have not a devil; but I 
honour my Father, and 
ye do dishonour me. 


50. And I seek not 
mine own glory: there 
is one that seeketh and 
judgeth.e 

51. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, If a man 
keep my saying, he shall 
never see death. 


52. Then said the Jews 
unto him, Now we know 
that thou hast a devil. 
Abraham is dead, and 
the prophets; and thou 
sayest, If a man keep 
my saying, he _ shall 
never taste of death. 


53. Art thou 
than our father Abra- 
ham, which is dead ? 
and the prophets are 
dead: whom  makest 
thou thyself? 


54. Jesus answered, If 
I honour myself, my 
honour is nothing: it is 
my Father that honour- 
eth me; of whom ye say, 
that he is your God: 


55. Yet ye have not 
known him; but I know 
him:f and if I should 
say, I know him not, 
I shall be a liar like unto 
you: but IL know him, 
and keep his saying. 


greater ° 
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hear, because you are 
not of God. 


48. And the Jews re- 
plied to him, Did we not 
say right that thou art 
ainad Samaritan ? 


49. Jesus answered, I 
am not mad; but I hon- 
our my Father, and you 
dishonour me. 


50. I do not discuss 
what seems ood to me: 
there is one who dis- 
cusses and punishes. 

51. Verily I tell you, 
If a man understands 
my comprehension and 
fulfils it, he will never 
see death. 


52. The Jews said to 
him, Now we see that 
thou art mad. Abra- 
ham died, and the proph- 
ets; and thou sayest, If 
a man fulfils my compre- 
hension, he will never 
see death. 


53. If thou art greater 
than our father Abra- 
ham, —and he died, and 
so did the prophets, -— 
whom makest thou thy- 
self? 


54. Jesus answered, If: 
I acknowledged it my- 
self, what seems good 
to me would have no 
meaning; but there is 
one who acknowledges 
me, he whom you Cali 
your God. 


55. You have not 
known him, but I know 
him; and if I should say 
that I do not know him, 
I would be a liar like 
yourselves. But | know 
him, and keep his com- 
prehension. 
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56. ABpady 6 rarhp 
buadv yyadddoate iva 
tn Thy nuépay THY 
éunv Kal elde kal éxdpy. 

57. Efmov of ol ’Iov- 
dato. mpos avrov, Ilevr7- 
Kovra érn otrw exes, 
kal’ ABpadpm édpaxas ; 

58. Eirev avrois 6 
"Incots, “Aphy daunhv 
Aéyw vuiv, Iply ’ ABpa- 
ap yevrécBar, eyw els. 

59. “Hpav ofy \tOous 
iva Bddwow ém adrov. 
*Inoots dé éxp¥Bn, Kal 
e&ANOev Ex TOU lepov, di- 
EAOwy dia wécov av’Tav: 
kal maphyev ovTws. 


56. Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my 
day ‘7 and he saw it, and 
was glad. 


57. Then said the Jews 
unto him, Thou art not 
yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abra- 
ham? 


58. Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Before 


Abraham was, I am. 


59. Then took they up 
stones to cast at him: 
but Jesus hid himself, 
and went out of the 
temple, going through 
the midst of them, and 
so passed by. 
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56. Your father Abra- 
ham loved my light; and 
he saw it and was glad. 


57. The Jews said to 
him, Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and hast 
thou seen Abraham? 


58. And Jesus said to 
them, Verily I tell you, 
Before Abraham was, I 
am. 


59. Then they took up 
stones to throw them at 
him; but Jesus hid him- 
self, and went out of the 
temple. 


(a) Not those who believed, but those who wanted to 


dispute with him. 


(>) In many texts Ts apapriéas is wanting. 


(c) This passage is obscure. 


From the first part of the 


comparison, that the slave is not always in the house, but 
the son always, we should expect it to say, Try not to be 
slaves, but sons, and instead it says that the son will set 
free. The church explains it by saying that the son of 
God, the second person, will set free. But if Jesus wanted 
to say that, it would be superfluous to say that every man 
who comuinits a sin is the slave of sin, and that the slave 
is not always in the house, but the son is. To take the 
slave to be the sinner whom the Christ-God sets free, 
destroys the whole meaning of the comparison. Man, 
from his knowledge, is a son of God; but from his 
error he is the slave of his error. The son is always 
in the family of the father, the slave not always. A 
man who commits a sin becomes for a time a slave. 
A man who turns to the father becomes a son and is 
set free and becomes eternal. It is possible to live in the 
house either as a son or as a slave. Only he who lives 
as a son is free. Consequently, the truth which makes 
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you free is the knowledge of our filial relation to God. 
(Germ of the parable of the hired shepherd.) 

(d) Verses 41-46 continue the same thought which 
was expressed in the beginning, that the law of Moses is 
false, and that, by not understanding the law of Moses, 
they do not do the law of God. Jesus announces to 
them that their whole law is a lie, that they serve the 
devil, the lusts, and not God, and that, therefore, they 
cannot and will not comprehend his manner of serving 
God. 

(¢) The words are not clear, but from the next verse it 
follows that what they mean is, that he who deliberates 
and punishes is death. 

(f) A clear denial of the external God. It is the same 
idea as in the Introduction and in John’s epistle, that no 
one has ever known God. 

(7) )¢épa must here be translated in the sense of the 
light of day. In many texts we read d0€av. 


Jesus says that he is that which he says; but what he 
says is that he knows from the Father. He who will lift 
up in himself the son of God — the comprehension — will 
receive life and will not die, because this comprehen- 
sion is God, and there is no other, and he cannot conceai 
it, even if he wants to do so. When they say, How can 
one help dying? he says that the comprehension is one, 
that it is and was before Abraham, that it is outside time. 

The discourses with the Pharisees, who demand proofs 
of the truth of the teaching according to the synoptics, 
and these two chapters of John (Chapters VII. and VIII), 
constitute one discourse, in which Jesus, in reply to the 
questions of the Jews as to how he will prove his teach- 
ing, answers that there are no proofs of his teaching and 
can be none, because his teaching is the teaching about 
life, the serving of God the spirit, whom a man is con- 
scious of in himself, but cannot see or show. 
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THE BLIND MAN RESTORED TO SIGHT 


This chapter is placed between Chapters VIII. and X. 
and is.an exposition of the same thought, and an answer 
to the same question, What are the proofs of the falseness 
of the law of Moses and of the truth of the teaching of 
Christ ? 

In aualyzing this chapter, it is impossible to assume 
that the writer wanted to speak of the carnal healing of 
the blind man. Even if we admit that the reference is 
to the actual restoring of the sight, it is incomprehensible 
why Jesus, after curing him,. should say that he is the 
light of the world, and that it is necessary to walk while 
there is the light. It is not clear why the blind man 
should speak of Jesus as the prophet; it is not clear why 
the Pharisees should say to him, Thou art his disciple. 
It is not clear why Jesus should again meet the blind 
man, and say to him, Thou hast seen the son of God, and 
thou seest him. And, above all, incomprehensible and 
quite superfluous are the words of Verses 39-41, in which 
Jesus says: 
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39. And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world ; 
that they which see not might see, and that they which see, 
might be made blind. 

40. And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 
these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also ? 

41. Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no 
sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 


If this is only a miracle, like the one in Mark viii. 22, 
then the whole didactic part of the passage falls away. 
If it is a didactic passage, then all that has to be dropped 
is the making of the clay and anointing of the eyes. I 
choose the latter: this is the more natural in this case, 
since the only incomprehensible and superfluous words 
are, He made clay of the spittle and anointed the eyes 
with it. 





Jesus and the man born blind. 
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1. Kal rapdywv cider 
&vOpwrov Tudor éx 
yever7js. 

2. Kal npdryncav av- 
Tov of gabyral avrod, 
Aéyorres, “PaGBi, ris 
huaptev, otros 7 ot yo- 
vets avTov, iva Tuddos 
yevvndn ; 

3.’ AmexplOn 6’ Inoous, 
OvTe ob Tos Huaprev ode 
of yovets avrod: aAN 
tva pavepwOn Ta Epya 
Tod Geod ev aro. 

4, Rue det épyd fer Oar 
TX Epya Tov wéuparrds 
pe Ews uépa early 
Zpxerar ve, bre ovdels 
dvvaTar épyaferbat. 

5. “Orav év 7@ xé- 
ouw @, Pos elute TOU 
Koo mau. 


Jonn ix. 1. And as 
Jesus passed by, he saw 
a man which was blind 
from his birth. 

2. And his disciples 
asked him, saying, Mas- 
ter, who did sin, this 
man, or his parents, 
thate he was born blind? 


3. Jesus answered, Nei- 
ther hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents :4 
but that the works of 
God should be made 
manifest in him. 


4. I must work the 
works of him that sent 
me,¢ while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no 
man can work. 


5. As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light 
of the world, 
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1. And as Jesus passed 
by, he saw a man who 
was blind by his nature. 


2. And his disciples 
asked him, Teacher, in 
what way did this man 
or his parents. sin, that 
he was born biind? 


3. Jesus answered, Nei- 
ther has this man 
sinned, nor his parents, 
but that the serving of 
God should be made 
manifest in him. 


4, We must serve him 
who has sent us, while 
itis day; when the night 
comes, nobody can do 
anything. 


5. When I am in the 
world, I am the light of 
the world. 


(a) The words tuddos é« yeverhs occur but once in the 
New Testament; é« yeverijs does not mean from birth, 
but something like it; I translate it by from nature. 

(0) Many texts have v/, and this meaning is fuller. 

(c) Here is another use of fva for date. 

(d) There ought to be a period here; otherwise the fol- 


lowing sentence makes no sense, or that coarse sense that 
he was blind that the works of God might be made mani- 
fest in him. Jesus’ answer is the same as his words to 
the Jews, Do not discuss whether I am guilty or uot, but 
follow me. He says, Do not discuss who is to blame, 
but we must serve God while we are alive. 

(e) Many texts have mds, both here and after sent. 


The comprehension is the light of the world. But how 
if a man has not seen the light from his birth? Is it his 
fault, or not? the disciples ask. Jesus answers, Nobody 
is to blame. When we see a blind man, we must not 
ask who is to blame for it, but we must do the works of 
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God, the same works which would not be made manifest 
to us, if there were no blind; we must give light to 
the blind; not because God purposely blinded men, but 
because the whole manifestation of God consists in the 
enlightenment of the darkness, in the restoring of sight to 
the blind. While it is day, we must work for the illumi- 


nation of the darkness. 


While we are in the world, we are 


the light of the world, and in this our true life consists. 


y 


7. Kat cirev aire, 
"‘Yraye, vivar els Thy 
KoduuBHOpayv Tod Dirwau 
(6 épunveverart, ” Amre- 
oTamévos). arjOev obv 
kal éviparo, kal 7)dOe 
Bdérwv. 

8. Of ov vyelroves, 
kal of Oewpodvres adroy 
7d mporepov bt TUPNds 
hv, edeyov, Ovx obréds 
dori 6 KaOjuevos Kal 
T poo at Wy ; 

9.” ANQox @deyor, “Ore 
otrés éoriv: GANow Oe, 
"Ort Suows airG éorw. 
éxetvos &devyev, “Ore eyb 
elu. 

10. "EXeyov of av- 
TO, Lids dvedyOnodv 
gov of dfp0adwol ; 

11. ’Arexpl0n éxetvos 
kal eirev, ”AvOpwros 
Neybuevos “Inoods anddv 
érolnce, Kal émréypicé 
pou Tos 6p0arpuovs, Kal 
eié pow, Trae els Thy 
KohuuBHOpav Tod Dirw- 
au, Kal vipa dredOdy 
dé Kal wwduevos dvd 
Preva. 

12. Elrov ofv airg, 
Tlob éoruy éxe?vos ; éyen, 
OvK olda. 

13. “Ayouvow adrdy 
™pos Tovs Papicalovs, 
tov mors Tupdév. 


John ix. 7. And said 
unto him, Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam, 
(which is by interpreta- 
tion, Sent.) He went 
his way therefore, and 
washed, and came see- 
ing. 


8. The neighbours 
therefore, and_ they 
which before had seen 
him that he was blind, 
said, Is not this he that 
sat and begged?® 


9. Some said, This is 
he: others said, He is 
like him: but he said, 
I am he. 


10. Therefore said they 
unto him, How were 
thine eyes opened? 


11. He answered and 
said, A man that is 
called Jesus made clay,¢ 
and anointed mine eyes, 
and said unto me, Go to 
the pool of Siloam, and 
wash: and I went and 
washed, and I received 
sight. 


12. Then said they un- 
to him, Where is he? 
He said, I know not. 


13. They brought to 
the Pharisees him that 
aforetime was blind. 


7. And said to him, 
Go, wash in the pool of 
him who is sent. He 
cleansed himself, and 
began to see. 


8. The neighbours and 
those who had seen him 
before, that he was a 
beggar, said, Is not this 
he who sat and begged? 


9. Some said, This is 
the same. Others said, 
He is like him. But he 
said, Iam he. 


10. And they said to 
him, How were thy eyes 
opened? 


11. And he replied to 
them, A man called 
Jesus taught me how to 
cleanse myself with the 
cleansing of him who is 
sent, and I cleansed my- 
self, and now I see. 


12. Then they said to 
him, Where is he? He 
said, I do not know. 


13. Then they brought 
to the Pharisees him 
who had been blind, 
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14. *Hy 5é c¢BBaror, 
bre Tov mnddv érolnoev 
6 “Ingots, kal dvépéer 
atvrov Tovs dP0adpovs. 

15. Ildéd\uw ofy apw- 
Twy avrov Kal oi Papi- 
caiol, mas dvéBdever. 
6 6é elev avrots, IInhov 
éerébnxev érl tovs dp- 
Oarpovs pov, kal émipd- 
uny, kat Bdérw. 

16. "Edeyov oty ék 
Tov Papialwy Tuves, 
Otros 6 GvOpwros ovK 
got. mapa Tov Geov, dre 
70 odBBatov ov Typet. 
&Aror €Xeyor, Ids dvva- 
Tal dvOpwros amapTwrds 
ToOLAUTA onuEela roety; 
kal oxlopua Hy év avbrots. 

17. AéyovotT@ TU PAS 
manu, Bd Th eyes Treph 
adrod, 67: Hvoké cov Tos 
6pOadpovs; 6 dé elmer, 
"Ore mpopyrns éorly. 

18. Ovx« éricrevoay 
ovr of iovdator mept avd- 
Tov, OTe TUPAds Hv Kal 
avéBreper, Ews brou Epa- 
vnoav Tovs yovets avrTov 
Tod avabéyavros, 

19. Kal ypernoav av- 
trovs, Aéyovres, Otrés 
éorw 6 vids dudv, ov 
wpets éyere Ort TUPNOs 
eyevvnOn ; w@s odv apre 
Brére 5 

20. ’AmexplOnoav av- 
tuts of yovels avrov Kal 
etrov, OiSapev bre obrds 
éotiy 6 vids udv, Kal 
bri Tupnros eyevvynOn: 

21. Ids dé viv Bré- 
mei, ovK oldapev: 7 Ths 
Hvorkev avrod Tods dp0an- 
pods, Nuets odK oldapev: 
avros Ariklay €xeu avTov 
épwricate, avtos mepl 
aitod Nadjoe. 


14, And it was the 
sabbath day when Jesus 
made the clay, and 
opened his eyes. 


15. Then again the 
Pharisees also asked 
him how he had received 
his sight. He said unto 
them, He put clay upon 
mine eyes, and I washed, 
and do see. 


16. Therefore saic 
some of the Pharisees, 
This man is not of God, 
because he keepeth not 
the sabbath day, Others 
said, How can a man 
that is asinner do such 
miracles? And _ there 
was a division among 
them. 


17. They say unto the 
blind man again, What 
sayest thou of him,¢ that 
he hath opened thine 
eyes? He said, He is a 
prophet. 


18. But the Jews did 
not believe concerning 
him, that he had been 
blind, and received his 
sight, until they called 
the parents of him that 
had received his sight. 


19. And they asked 
them, saying, Is this 
your son, who ye say 
was born blind? how 
then doth he now see? 


20. His parents an- 
swered them and said, 
We know that this is 
our son, and that he was 
born blind: 


21. But by what means 
he now seeth, we know 
not; or who hath opened 
his eyes, we know not: 
he isof age; ask him: he 
shall speak for himself. 


37 


14. It was the Sabbath 
when Jesus opened the 
eyes of the blind man. 


15. And 
Pharisees 


again the 
asked him 
how he_ received the 
sight. He said.to them 
I cleansed myself, and 


now I see. 


16, And some of the 
Pharisees said, This man 
is not ina covenant with 
God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath. Others 
said, How can a sinner 
show. such examples? 
And there was a dissen- 
sion among them, 


17. And again they 
said to him who had 
been blind, What dost 
thou say about this, that 
he has opened thy eyes? 
And he said, I suppose 
that he is a prophet. 

18, And the Jews @:~ 
not believe that he had 
been blind and received 
his sight, until they 
called his parents. 


19. And they asked 
them, Is this your son, 
who you say was born 
blind? How, then, does 
he see now? 


20. And the parents 
replied to them, We 
know that this is our 
son, and that. he was 
born blind. 


21. But how he sees 
now, and who has opened 
his eyes, we do not 
know. He is of age; 
ask him: he will speak 
for himself. 
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22. Tadra eirov ol 
yovets avrov, bri édpo- 
Bodvto rods ’Iovdatous- 
Hon yap cvveré0evro oi 
‘Tovdator, iva édv Tus 
avrov oduoroyjon Xpt- 
oTov, amocuvaywyos yé- 
VT al. 

23. Aca TobdTOo of yovels 
avrod elroy,” Ore ArtKlay 


22, These words spake 
his parents, because 
they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed 
already, that if any man 
did confess that he was 
Christ, he should be put 
out of the synagogue, 


23. Therefore said his 
parents, He is of age; 
ask him, 
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22. His parents spoke 
so, because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for 
the Jews had agreed 
already that if any man 
took him to be Christ, 
he would be put out of 
the’ assembly. 


23. Therefore his par- 
ents said, He is of age; 
ask him. 


éxel, avTov épwrhoare. 


(a) I leave out the stupid, useless detail of Verse 6, and 
in Verse 7, I put, instead of the words es Thy KoAvpBy- 
Opav Tod Yrwap (5 épunvevera, ATectarpevos), in the 
pool of him who is sent. With such a translation I do 
not leave out anything. 

The sight is restored by means of the purification by 
the spirit through him who is sent. And one cannot help 
observing that in Verse 4 it said that it is necessary to 
do the work of him who has sent. The blind man is 
cleansed and regenerated in the pool of him who is sent, 
that is, of him who does the works of him who has sent. 

(b) In confirmation of the statement that the discourse 
is not about a blind man, we must notice that it does not 
say that the neighbours knew him as a blind man, but as 
a beggar. 

IIpoca:retv to beg persistently, demand. 

(c) The unnecessary detail about the clay is omitted as 
before. . 

(d) wept avrod is generally translated by of him. This 
translation is faulty ; if it meant of him, it would be os, 
and not 67. I translate it by of this. 


The interpreters and translators take this whole chap- 
ter to be a description of a miracle and generally explain 
it in this way, that the Jews do not believe that a miracle 


was wrought and question the blind man and his parents 
about it. 
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But we need only read what is written, to see that the 
Pharisees have not even in mind such a testimony. 
They ask (v. 10), How were thy eyes opened? that. is, 
What dost thou see? How didst thou receive sight ? 
Guo) 

Again they ask him, How didst thou come to see? In 
neither question is there any testimony, but an interest 
in how this was accomplished. Then (v. 16): they de 
not discuss about whether he has been blind or not, but 
about his not being from God. In Verse 17 they ask, 
What dost thou think of him whe has opened thy eyes? 
Then (v. 19) they call up his parents, and they do not 
ask them whether he had been blind, as they ought to 
have done, but say, Here is your son, whom you call 
blind; how did he come to see? Either the Pharisees 
do not know how to talk and think, or they are not 
inquiring about a blind man, but wish to know what 
it is the man sees who was blind in intellect. And 
they call up the parents, to find out where this man has 
picked up these free thoughts. If this is a testimony 
about blindness, then all the verses are without sense. 
But if the Pharisees want to know what the blind man 
sees and where he has picked up these thoughts, they 
are clear. 


24. “Eddvnoay ody éx 
Seurépou Tov d&vOpwrrov 
ds Hv TupNos, Kal. elroy 
atr@, Ads dbéay TO 
Oe@: nuets ofdamev bre 6 
&vOpwros otTos amapTw- 
Nos Eoruv. 


25. ”Amexpl6n ody 
éxetvos Kal elmev, Ei 
auapTwrds éoTiv, ovK 


oida: év ofda, d7u TUP ds 
Ov &pre Bérw. 

26. Kirov dé aire@ 
manu, Th érolycé oo; 
res HvokKe cov Tovs 
oPpOarpous 5 


John ix, 24. Then again 
called they the man that 
was blind, and said un- 
to him, Give God tne 
praise:¢ we know that 
this man is a sinner. 


25. He answered and 


said, Whether he be a 


sinner or no, I know 
not : one thing I know, 
that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see. 


26. Then said they to 
him again, What did he 
to thee ? how opened he 
thine eyes? 


24. Then they again 
called up the one who 
had been blind, and said 
to him, Confess God: we 
know that this man is a 
sinner. 


25. And he answered 
them, Whether he is a 
sinner or not, I do not 
know. One thing I 
know, that I was blind, 
and now I see. 


26, Again they said to 
him, What did he do to 
thee? How did he open 
thy eyes? 
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27. ’Amexpl0n adrots, 
Kirov tyuiv Hon, Kal ovK 
HKovoate: Tb addy Oéde- 
Te akovery; py Kal duels 
GéXere atTrod pabnral 
yevéo Oar ; 

28. “Endoddpycay oby 
avrov, kal eirov, Ld ef 


uabnris éxelvou: uets 
dé rov Mwoéws éopev 
pabnral. 


29. ‘Hues ofSamer Ore 
Mwo7 NeddAnxev 6 eds: 
TovTov dé ovK oldamev 
moGev éorip. 

30. ’AmexplOn 6 éy- 
Opwros Kal elev atross, 
"Ev yap to’rw Oavua- 


orév éoTiv, dre wuers 
ovK oldare mddev éori, 
Kal dvéweé pou Tovds 
dpOadpovs. 

31. Ov6apyev dé dre 


auapTwrav 6 OEds ovdK 
dover dN édv Tis Beo- 
ceBHs n, Kal Td Oédn- 
wa atrod moj, TovTov 
aKovel. 


82. ’Ex rod aldvos 
ovK HKovaOn, dtt Avoreé 
Tis dpOadyods Tupdod 
yeyevunuévov. 


33. El uh Fv otros 
mapa Qed, odk HO’vvaro 
Trovety ovdev. 

34. "AmexplOnoav Kat 
elrov atta, Ev dauaprl- 
ais av éyevynOys ddos, 
kal oD diddoKes Huas ; 
Kal &éBandov atrov géw. 

35. "“Hrovoev 6 “In- 
gods br: €EéBadov adrov 
ew xal evpoy adrov 
elev atT@, DY mic revers 
els Tov vidy TOD Qeod ; 

36.’ Amexpl0n éxelvos 
kal etre, Tis éaru, xbpre, 
wa misretow eis abrov; 
cie 5€ arp 6’ Inaois, 


27, He answered them, 
I have told you already, 
and ye did not hear:? 
wherefore would ye hear 
it again? will ye also be 
his disciples? 


28. Then they reviled 
him, and said, Thou art 
his disciple; but we are 
Moses’ disciples. 


29. We know that God 
spake unto Moses: as 
for this fellow, we know 
not from whence he is. 


30. The man answered 
and said unto them, 
Why herein is a marvel- 
lous thing, that ye know 
not from whence he is,¢ 
and yet he hath opened 
mine eyes. 


31. Now wed know that 
God heareth not sinners: 
but if any man be a wor- 
shipper of God, and 
doeth his will, him he 
heareth. 


32. Since the world 
began was it not heard 
that any man opened 
the eyes of one that was 
born blind. 


33. If this man were 
not of God, he could do 
nothing. 


34. They answered and 
said unto him, Thou 
wast altogether born in 
sins, and dost thou teach 
us? And they vast him 
out. 


35. Jesus heard that 
they had cast him out; 
and when he had found 
him, he said unto him, 
Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God? 


36. He answered and 
said, Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on 
him? 
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27. And he replied to 
them, I have told you 
already, but you do not 
believe. Why do you 
want to hear it again? 
Do you want to become 
his disciples? 


28. And they reviled 
him, and said, Thou art 
his disciple, but we are 
Moses’ disciples. 


29. We know that God 
spoke to Moses: but we 
do not know this man, 
nor whence he comes. 


30. And he answered 
them, and said, This is 
the marvel that you do 
not know whence he is, 
and yet he has opened 
my eyes. 


31. We know that God 
does not hear sinners; 
but he hears those who 
are godly and do the 
will of God. 


32. Since the world 
began it was not heard 
that any man opened the 
eyes of one born blind. 


33. If this man were 
not of God, he could do 
nothing. 


34. And they answered 
him, Thou wast all born 
in sins, and yet thou 
teachest us. And they 
drove him away. 


35. Jesus heard that 
they had driven him 
away; and when he met 
him, he said, Doesthou 
trust in the son of God ? 


36. And he replied, 
Who is he, that I should 
trust in him? 
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37. Kal édpaxas ad- ; Bisebnd | Tesus saidun- 37. And Jesus said to 
Ty IAL ROM NGNG , to him, Thou hast both him, Thou hast seen him 
5 oyb aay werd seen him, and it is he and’ seest him, and he 
gov exetvds eoruv. that talketh with thee. talks with thee. 


38. ‘O dé pn, Tuc- : eeu ie Lord, 38. And hesaid, I trust 
, rere ) a elieve. n e wor- in him, sir; and he 
SUS RCS RGM MPOTEKU~ shippedihim: bowed to him. 
VATEV AUT. 


(a) dos dd€av TS Oem cannot mean give God the praise. 
In my opinion this means nothing but that the Pharisees 
demand that he should recognize their God. Only by 
understanding it thus, all the previous conversations and 
especially Verses 28 and 29, where they say that they 
are disciples of Moses with whom God himself spoke, and 
not disciples of Jesus, and the subsequent verses, become 
comprehensible. 

(6) In many texts we read belteve. 

(¢) Ye know not from whence he is, is a repetition 
of the words of the discourse in the temple. 

(d) We shows clearly that it is not the beggar alone 
who speaks, but he who understands the teaching of 
Jesus. 


The man born blind tells the Pharisees what he 
experiences and can tell them nothing else: he did 
not see the true life and did not understand it. Jesus 
opened his eyes, and he can say nothing for or against 
Moses. He sees life, and he says that he sees, and can 
say nothing else. But when the Pharisees excommuni- 
eate him, Jesus finds him, and says to him, Dost thou 
trust in the son of God? The blind man at first does 
not understand what the son of God is. Jesus explains 
to him, the son of God is that which thou knowest speaks 
with thee in thy soul,—thyself (the same was said in 
the discourse with Nicodemus); thou hearest and under- 
standest his voice. 
sei hat aren or les Sate Tan cate ko tn word fo 


£3 come into this world, the division: that they 
Tov KogMoy TOUTOY HAPOY, that they which see not who do not see might 
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iva of uh BNErovres BNE- 
mwot, Kat of BXérovTes 
tupnol yévwvTat. 

_ 40. Kal Frovoay ék 
Tov Papicalwy Tadra ot 


dvres per adrov, Kal 
eitov att@, Mh kal 
nuets TupNol éomer ; 

41. Hirevy avrois o 


"Inoods, Ei tupdol Fre, 
ovK dy e’xeTe auapTiay: 
vov 6é déyere, “Ore BAE- 
Touevy ) ody dmaptia 
Dua wevel. 


might see; and that they 
which see might be 
made blind. 


40. And some of the 
Pharisees which were 
with him heard these 
words, and said unto 
him, Are we blind also? 


41. Jesus said unto 
them, If ye were blind, 
ye should have no sin: 
but now ye say, We see; 
therefore your sin re- 
maineth. 
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see; and those who see 
might be made blind. 


40. And the Pharisees 
and others with them 
heard this, and _ said, 
Dost thou consider us 
blind also? 


41. Jesus said to them, 
If you were blind, there 
would be no error in 
you; but now you con- 
sider yourselves seeing, 
and so there is error in 
you. 


(a) Kpima division. 


In response to the question why there are men who 
are deprived of the understanding of the true good, and 
whether they or their parents are to blame for it, Jesus 
replies that the human question why? and the human 
comprchension of justice are not applicable here. - Neither 
he who does not see, nor his parents, are to blame; we 
must not discuss this, but must live by the heht of the 
comprehension. He was blind, and he began to see. 
The son of man, the son of God, came into the world, 
only to separate those who see from those who do not 


see. 
is sinful. 


19. Zxlopa ofy radu 
éyévero év Tots’ Tovdators 
dua Tovs Névyous ToUTOUS. 

20. "EXeyov 6€ roAXol 
€& avr @v, Aatudviov exer 
kal patverar: Ti adrod 
aKovere ; 

21. "Ando edeyor, 
Tatra Ta phuara ovK 
€or Saimovrgvoudvou: uh 
Saiusvov dbvarat TUPAGY 
dpbaduovs avolyerv ; 


John x. 19. There 
was a division therefore 
again among the Jews 
for these sayings. 

20. And many of them 
said, He hath a devil, 
and is mad; why hear 
ye him? 


21, Others said, These 
are not the words of 
him that hath a devil. 
Can a devil open the 
eyes of the. blind? 


And only he who sees and does not go to the light 


19. And there was dis- 
cord among the Jews on 
account of these words. 


20. Many of them said, 
He is stubborn and mad; 
why do you, listen to 
him? 


21. Others said, You 
will not hear such words 
from amadman. A mad- 
Man cannot open the 
eyes. 


In the two preceding chapters Jesus said that the 
Whole worship of the Jews is false, that the law of Moses 
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is full of contradictions and is a lie, and that they do not 
know God and serve the lust of the devil, calling him 
God, while he gives them the teaching of the true service 
of God by deeds. 

In response to their question as to the proofs of the 
truth of his teaching, he says that his teaching is not his 
own, but his from whom we all come, — the teaching of 
life. And, in order to find out whether this teaching 
is true, we must live according to it. His teaching con- 
sists in living as he teaches. He who will live in this 
manner will learn that he has become free, that for him 
there will be no terror, no evil, no death. He who will 
live will feel that he is a participant in the principle 
of life with God. He who lives for his flesh lives con- 
trary to the principle of life — God, just as the labourer 
lives in the house of the master, without caring for the 
master’s will. But we must live as in the house of 
the Father, unite with the will of the Father, and then 
we shall always live with the Father. For the life in 
God there is no death. It has always been and will 
always be, it is before the beginning of the world. He 
who does not live in God does not know God, and you 
cannot tell about him. To comprehend him, it is neces- 
sary to live in God. 

Thus Jesus could not give them the proofs of the truth 
of his teaching, such as the Jews demanded. And to 
show them more clearly the impossibility of such proofs, 
he tells them the parable of the healing of the blind man. 
He who understands with his heart sees, and he who does 
not understand does not see, unless his eyes are opened. 
It is impossible to prove the truth of the teaching to 
another man; he who has comprehended the chief mean- 
ing of life can no longer stop before any considerations: 
he knows that he was blind and now sees; that hereto- 
fore everything was darkness, and now everything is 
light. He does not know why he did not see before, 
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and whether he who on the Sabbath opened his eyes 
is right or not ; and he cannot think of it: he was blind, 
There are no other proofs. 


and now he sees. 


CHRIST THE DOOR OF LIFE 


1. ’Aphy aphy rAéyw 
duiv, 'O ph eloepxduevos 
dua THs OUpas els THY 
aviv T&y mpoBaTwr, 
ad\A\a avaBalywy adda- 
xO0ev, éxelvos KérTns 
éotl Kal AnorThs: 

2. ‘O 6é elcepxdpevos 
dua «HS OUpas Trouunv 
éote TOV mpoBatrwr. 

3. Totr@m 6 Oupwpds 
dvolyer, kal Ta mpdBara 
THs Pwvis avrod axover, 
kal Td tua mpdBara 
Karec Kat dvoua, Kal 
éédyer ara. 

4. Kal 6rav ra toa 
mpoBara éxBaddrn, €umpo- 
cbev adtT@v mopeveT au: 
kal Ta mpdBata atT@ 
akodovGel, bt oldact THY 
dwvnv avrov. 

5. "Addotplw dé od 
Bh adkodovOjoworv, Ada 
pevéovra dm avrod: bre 
ovk oldact THY addoT plwy 
Thy pwvny. 

6. Tairny thy mapot- 
plav elrev adrois 6 “In- 
cous: éxetvor 6¢ ovK #yvW- 
cav thya fy a éddde 


avrots. 


The disecurse is 


John «. 1. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, 
He that entereth not by 
the door into the sheep- 
fold, but climbeth up 
some other way, the 
same is a thief and a 
robber. = 


2. But he that entereth 


in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 


3. To him the porter 
openeth; and the sheep 
hear his voice: and he 
calleth his own sheep by 
naie, and leadeth them 
out. 


4. And when he put- 
teth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them, 
and the sheep follow 
him: for they ao his 
voice. 


5. And a stranger will 
they not follow, but will 
flee from him; for they 
know not the voice of 
strangers. 


6. This parable spake 
Jesus unto them; but 
they understood not 
what things they were 
which he spake unto 
them. 


1. Verily, I tell you, 
He who does not enter 
into the sheepfold by 
the door, but climbs in 
somewhere, is a_ thief 
and a robber. 


2. He who enters by 
the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 


3. To him the watch- 
man opens, and the 
sheep hear his voice. 
And he calls each sheep 
by name, and lets them 
out into the field. 


4. And when he lets 
out his own sheep, he 
goes before them; and 
the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice, 


5. And a stranger they 
will not follow, but will 
run away. from him, for 
they do not know the 
voice of strangers. 


6. This parable Jesus 
spoke to them; but they 
did not understand what 
he said. 


still about the proofs of the falseness 
of the Jewish faith and the truth of Jesus’ teaching. 
After the parable of the restored sight, the discourse is 
about this, that this restoration will always take place, 
because the teaching of Jesus consists in this, that all 
men know that he only reminds them of, enlightens 
them in, something they knew before, something which 
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lies in the hearts of men; that his teaching is in com- 
parison with the false teachings what the appearance 
of the true shepherd in the sheepfold is in comparison 
with the thief who climbs into the sheepfold. All rec- 
ognize him at once, as the sheep recognize their shepherd. 
They know that he will feed them and will give them 
life, but at the false teaching men shy as the sheep shy 
at a robber who climbs over the fence. They do not 
recognize him, and are afraid, fearing evil. If, Jesus said 
something unusual and improper to men, they might be 
afraid of him, as the sheep shy at him who climbs over 
the enclosure; but what he says to them is what they 
know in themselves, — he speaks of the way which alone 
leads to life, —he enters by the door which alone leads 
into the pasture, —into life. And what he tells them 
is known to them, as the voice of the shepherd is known 
to the sheep, and so they will follow him and receive life. 


John x. 7. Then said 
Jesus unto them again, 


7. And again Jesus 


7. Elrev ofy maddy 
said to them, Verily, 


abrots 6 “Inoots, “Auhv 


aunv Néyw vuiv, bre eyo 
elut 7) Opa Tv mpo- 
Barwv. 

8. IIdvres 8001 mpd 
éuod §=AdOov, KdérTat 
eiat Kat yoral: adn 
ovK HKovcay av’rayv TH 
mpoBara. 

9. "Eyé elu 7 Ovpa: 
bt éuod édyv ris elo éhOn, 
owOncerar, Kal eloedev- 
ceTat, Kal é&eevoeT at, 
kal vouny ebpjoet. 

10. ‘O krérrns ovk 
Zpxerar ef uh tva Krépy 
kal O0on Kal amodéon: 


eyo FdOov tva Swhv 
éxwor, Kal mepicody 
ex wou. 


Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, lam the door of the 
sheep. 


8. All that ever came 
before me are thieves 


and robbers:¢ but the 
sheep did not hear 
them, 


9. I am the door: by 
me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and 
find pasture. 


10. The thief cometh 
not, but for to steal, and 
to kill, and to destroy: 
I am come that they 
might have life, and 
that they might have 
it more abundantly. 


I tell you, my teaching 
is the door for the 
sheep. 


8. All those who ever 
came before me are 
thieves and _ robbers: 
but the sheep did not 
obey them. 


9. I am the door. If 
any man enters through 
me, he will be safe: he 
will go in and out, and 
will find pasture. 


10. The thief goes only 
to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy. I came as 
the door, that they 
might have life more 
abundantly, 


(a) One would think that it is quite clear. All those 
who came to teach as I teach are thieves and robbers, 
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that is, it is clear that Moses and the prophets are false 
teachers. The words, Moses’ law and the prophets were 
before John, the law was given by Moses, but truth and 
joy by Jesus Christ, mean the same. More clearly, it 
seems, the denial of the law of Moses could not have 
been expressed. And what does the church do? 

This is what it says (Gospel of John, p. 351): 


Verily, verily (assurance of the incontestable truth of his 
words), J say: Since the Pharisees do not understand the alle- 
gorical speech of the Lord, he explains its essence to them. 

I am the door of the sheep: The door which leads to the sheep, 
through which the shepherd passes into the sheepfold. He is 
the only true mediator between God and the people, the chosen 
people of the Old Testament, the only path for the shepherds and 
the sheep. 

All that ever came, etc.: The Lord has above called thieves 
and robbers those who do not enter by the door, but climb 
in elsewhere, consequently, if he here calls by the same name all 
those who came in before him, as many as ever came, he does not 
mean those who came in through the door, but those who climbed 
in, that is, he does not mean the true God-given leaders of the 
nation, the prophets and the hierarchy, who acted in the true 
spirit, but all the false leaders of the nation, whoever they may 
be: false prophets, false Messiases, but in particular the Phari- 
sees, the enemies of Christ and of his spirit, who none the less 
regarded themselves as leaders of the people. They are said to 
have come before the Lord, since they bad been active before 
him. 

The sheep did not hear them: That is, the true members of the 
God-chosen people, those who formed the kernel of the kingdom 
of Messias, whom, as he expresses himself, the Father gave him, 
and in general all the true members of the kingdom of God. 
They did not hear the voice of the false leaders, for those who 
listened to them and followed them did not belong to the true 
members of the kingdom of God, but only externally deemed 
themselves to belong to it. 

I am the door: The repetition strengthens the speech. 

By me if any man enter in: The discourse, from the connection 
with what precedes, refers to the shepherds who pass through the 
door into the sheepfold ; but, as it seems, at the end of this alle- 
gory the picture is taken in a broader sense: since not only the 
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shepherds, but also the sheep pass through the door, both the 
shepherd and the sheep are to be understood by those who come 
in and out. But with such a conception of the sheepfold the 
Messianic kingdom, the church of Christ, is meant, for which 
reason the expression shall be saved is used about those who enter 
in, an expression which really designates the salvation in the 
kingdom. of Megsias. 

By me if any man enter in, he shall be saved: The whole expres- 
sion points to the entering, the condition of reconciliation with 
God through faith, to the participation in the salvation in the 
church of Christ. The subsequent expressions, And shall go in 
and out, and find pasture, point to the gratification in the king- 
dom of Christ of all true spiritual needs of those who enter in, in 
the form of the gratification of the needs of the sheep. 

The word shall go in designates the gratification of the need of 
assurance of safety, of a true deferce and protection, where one 
can find the spirit and peace in God, as the sheep find their 
defence, protection, and rest in the sheepfold; by the words 
go out and find pasture is designated the gratification of the 
needs of the spiritual nutrition with the food of truth, goodness, 
beauty, in the Messianic kingdom, where for the gratification of 
all the needs of the spirit there is an abundance of all kinds 
of objects, —an ample pasture, where all men may feed as 
much as they please; in the kingdom of Christ there is every- 
thing for the gratification of all spiritual needs. 

The thief cometh not, —I am come, etc.: The first allegorical 
representation, in which the Lord pictures himself under the 
guise of a door leading into the sheepfold, is ended, and the 
Lord, continuing in general the same metaphorical discourse, 
changes the particular figures of speech, for the clearer enun- 
ciation of his thoughts, and represents himself, no longer under 
the form of a door, but under that of the true good shepherd, 
and the false shepherds under the form of hirelings. ‘The 
transition to this change in the particular figures of speech 
forms a direct contrast of the Lord, as the true leader of the 
people, with the false ones, designated by him under the name 
of the thieves, The thief, who climbeth up some other way 
into the sheepfold, has selfish aims which, at that, are dis- 
astrous to the sheep: he steals, kills, and destroys; even so 
the false shepherds and leaders of the people, who are not 
sent by Christ, and who do not act in his name, for example, 
the Pharisees, are guided by selfish aims alone, and their activity 
is connected with the ruin of the sheep: they kill them spirit- 
ually, for by their perverse doctrine and activity they abstract 
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them from the true life in God and Christ, in the communion 
with whom alone there is life, — the life of the spirit. In con- 
tradistinction with this, the true shepherd Christ gives life and 
not death, life with an abundance. The spiritual life in com- 
munion with Christ in his kingdom is meant, as in numerous 
other parallel passages, where life is promised to the members of 
the kingdom of Christ. 

More abundantly: The figure of speech is taken from the 
abundance of the pasture, which contains more than is necessary 
for the gratification of the needs of nutrition. The thought is 
the same as that expressed in the words, From his fulness have 
we received grace, that is, a superabundant gratification in the 
kingdom of Christ of all the true needs of the human spirit. 


Reuss (Vol. VL, pp. 234 and 235): 


Les Pharisiens n’ayant pas compris ou n’ayant pas voulu com- 
prendre, Jésus reprend et son allégorie et sa polémique. Encore 
une fois il se nomme la porte, mais cette fois-ci, il l’est pour le 
troupeau lui-méme. Heureuses les brebis qui savent trouver 
cette porte pour se mettre en sfireté dans le bercail, qui échap- 
pent ainsi aux voleurs rédant au dehors! Voila en deux mots le 
sens de ce petit tableau, dont nous nous garderons bien d’éplu- 
cher tous les éléments. Si nous insistions par exemple sur ce que 
ie bercail doit étre le royaume de Dieu, comment expliquerions- 
nous que les brebis en sortiront pour trouver leur pature ? 
Evidemment le mot sortir n’ést 1a que pour les besoins de l'image, 
le paturage n’étant pas dans le bercail. Par la méme raison, nous 
disons sauf, et non sauvé, parce qu’il est encore question d’ani- 
maux qui s’abritent (voyez le verset suivant). Si l’auteur a 
mis quelqwun, il, ete. c’est qwil-a mélé a Vimage une interpré- 
tation pratique parfaitement juste, mais qui brouille un peu les 
couleurs du tableau. Mais il va sans dire que la pdtwrce aussi 
a son sens spirituel trés-facile & trouver. 

La phrase relative aux voleurs a dérouté les théologiens. 
On s’en est effrayé, comme si l’auteur avait voulu faire dire 
a Jésus que tous les conducteurs antérieurs du peuple d’Israél, 
les prophétes compris, avaient été de faux bergers. Les Gnos- 
tiques en ont profité pour justifier leur rejet de l’Ancien Testa- 
ment. Les copistes intimidés ont rayé ces deux mots: avant moi, 
comme si cela changeait le sens. Le fait est que le troupeau est 
la génération contemporaine (vy. 16), par conséquent les voleurs 
‘sont ceux qui, & cette époque-la, avaient prétendu s’emparer de la 
direction spirituelle de la nation juive et contre les attaques 
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desquels Jésus était venu ouvrir aux siens (Chap. vi. 45) la porte 
de refuge, en les recevant dans son sein ou dans ses bras. Comme 
il fait ici allusion & un fait, le noyau de son troupeau étant déja 
formé, il pouvait dire: les brebis ne les ont pas écoutés. Par 
cette tournure, le discours quitte le terrain de la théorie ou de 
Yidéal et s’engage pour un moment dans celui de Vhistoire. 
(Nous avons fait voir dans |’Introduction, p. 82, que l’expression 
du : 8 dépasse le but prochain auquel nous nous sommes arrété 
ici. 
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I refer shall be saved and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture to the sheep, for without this the whole meaning 
of the comparison is lost, and the significance of door is 
spoiled. I understand it like this: Jesus Christ compares 
himself as a living man with a shepherd. But, besides 
this, he compares himself, his divine consciousness, with 
a door. And so he goes on and says, A thief comes only 
to steal, kill, and destroy. I came by the door, that men 
might have life, and might have it abundantly. And 
giving up the comparison of himself with the shepherd, 


he says: 


11. ’Eyo elu 6 . Jdotnew. 11.1 am the 11. J am, the good 
Nan oF oe ‘ ae good shepherd: the shepherd: the good 
BV OKANO. 0 TOLULTNY O Sood shepherd giveth shepherd gives his life 


Kaos THY WuxXhy avrod 
TlOnow brép T &v wpoBa- 
TOV. 


his life for the sheep. for the sheep. 


igi. a 


12. ‘O pucdwros 6é, 
kal ovK @v Touny, ob 
ovk celal Ta TpoBara toa, 
Oewpel Tov NUKOY épx ome- 
vov, kal ddina. Ta Wpd- 
Bara, kal pevyer- Kal 6 
Kus aprdage avra, Kal 
oKopmife Ta mpoBara. 

13. ‘O 6€ pucdwros 
pevyer, bre pucOwrds 
éort, kal ob médee adT@ 
wept TOV mpoBaTwr. 

14. Ey ele 6 o- 
phy 6 Kadds: Kal yevd- 
cKw Ta éua, Kal yLvwoKo- 
par rd THY Euay, 


12. But he that 
hireling, and not the 
shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, seeth 
the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and 
fleeth; and the wolf 
catcheth them, and 
scattereth the sheep. 


13. The hireling fleeth, 
because he is a hireling, 
and careth not for the 
sheep. 


14. I am the good 
shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of 
mine. 


12. A hireling is not a 
shepherd: the sheep are 
not his own; he sees the 
wolf coming, and leaves 
the sheep, and runs 
away; and the wolf 
catches and scatters the 
sheep. 


13. The hireling flees, 
because he is a hireling, 
and does not care for 
the sheep. 


14. I am the good 
shepherd: I know inv 
sheep, and they know 
me. 
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15. Kaéws yudone 
me 6 WaThp, Kaye yuvw- 
okw Tov martépa’ Kal 
Thy puxnv pov TlOnus 
trép Tv mpoBarwr. 

16. Kat &dda apéd- 
Bara exw, a od« eorw 
&k THS addhps TavTns: 
KaKecva pe O€l ayayetv, 
Kal THs Pwvis wou aKov- 
cova. Kal yernoeral pla 
roluvn, els Tounny. 

17. Aca rodro 6 ma- 
Thp pe ayard, Oru eye 
TlOnu. Thy WuxHv pov, 
iva waduy AGBw avrHv. 

18. Ovdels alpe ad- 
Thy am éuod, add eyo 
riOnu. adthy dam éuav- 
ro. é&ovclav exw Oer- 
var avTHnyv, Kal ékovotav 
éxw madiv NaBeEty avr Hy. 
ravtny Thy évToNhy éda- 
Bov mapa Tod rarpds mov. 


15. As the Father 
knoweth me, even so 
know I the Father: and 
I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 


16. And other sheep I 
have, which are not of 
this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd. 


17. Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. 


18. No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it 
down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, 
and I have power to 
take it again. This com- 
mandinent® have I re- 
ceived of my Father. 
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15.. As the Father 
knows me, even so I 
know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 


16. And I have other 
sheep, which are not of 
this fold: I must lead 
them out, and they will 
hear my voice; and 
there will be one fold, 
and one shepherd. 


AK: Therefore my 
Father loves me, be- 
cause I lay down my 


life that 1 may receive 
it again. 

18. No man takes it 
from me, but I lay it 
down of my own will, 
and I can receive it. 
This commandment I 
received from my Fa- 
ther. 


(a) The good shepherd, as the master himself, or the 


son of the master. 


(b) The commandment of the Father to give the carnal 
life for the life in God. 


This parable of the sheep and the shepherd, which 
presented itself to Jesus Christ before, when the people 
appeared to him like sheep scattered without a shepherd, 
is now explained by Jesus Christ from three sides: 

(1) He says that he said before more than once that 


there are many roads, but only one entrance. 


He says 


that one door leads into the sheepfold, and one exit leads 
from the sheepfold into the pasture, that is, out to feed, — 


to live. 


And so there is only one way out for men, — the 
comprehension of life, that which it teaches. 


Every teach- 


ing which is not based on the comprehension of life is 
false, and all men know this, as the sheep know when a 
thief climbs over the enclosure. 
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(2) He says that he entered by this door, and he calls 
men to follow him threugh this door, in order to receive 
life. And as the sheep follow the shepherd who comes 
in by the door and calls them with a familiar voice, sc 
men follow him, and not only those to whom he is speak- 
ing now, but all men, so that, as when all the sheep are 
brought together into one fold one shepherd leads them, 
his teaching will unite all men. 

(3) He says, Not only do the sheep in the sheepfold 
recognize the true shepherd and tell him from a thief, but 
also in the field, in the pasture, is the true shepherd easily 
told from the hireling. Here Jesus Christ compares 
the hireling with the master’s son who is herding his 
father’s flock. The hireling flees from the wolf: he 
does not care for the sheep; but the master’s son does 
not spare himself for the sake of the sheep, for they are 
his father’s. He does not leave them, for they are his, 
and he is their shepherd and master. Even so the 
teaching of Moses was faise, for from his law there 
followed thieving, plundering, and advantages for those 
who preached, while according to Jesus’ teaching there 
is no thieving, no plundering, and not only no advantage 
to him who preaches, but, on the contrary, his whole 
teaching consists in giving one’s life for others, in order 
to receive the true life. In this consists the command- 
ment of the Father, which he preaches to men. 


24. ’Exikdwoav ody 
abrov ol “Tovdato., Kat 
Zreyor aire, “Ews mére 
THY Puxnv Hudv atpecs ; 
el ov ef 6 Xpicros, ele 
nut twappnola. 

25. ’ ArexplOn abrois 
6 “Inoots, Kirov duty, 
kal ov micteveTe. TH 
épya a eyo tow év 
T@ dvouaTe Too marpos 
pou, Tatra  mapTuper 
mepl €uod: 


Johnx. 24. Then came 
the Jews round about 
him, and said unto him, 
How long dost thou 
make us to:doubt? If 
thou be the Christ, tell 
us plainly.¢ 


25. Jesus answered 
them, I told you, and ye 
believed not: the works 
that I do in my Father’s 
name, they bear witness 
of me. 


24. Then the Jews sur- 
rounded him, and said 
to him, How long wilt 
thou torment us? If 
thou art Christ, tell us 
so. 


25. Jesus answered 
them, I have told you 
already, but you do not 
believe. The way I live 
according to my Father’s 
teaching shows you who 
lam. 
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26. "ANN dyets ov 
muoTeveTe’ ov yap eoTE 
éx Tv mpoBdTwy TaY 
éudv, Kabws elroy vutv. 

27. Ta mpoBara ra 
éud THS Pwvans mov aKov- 
€l, Kaya yuvwoKw avTa: 
kal dxoovbovat wor, 

28. Kayo (why alw- 
voy Oldwuc av’rots: kal 
ov uh amrddwvra eis TOV 
al@va, Kal odx aprdce 
Tis aura €xk THs yxepds 
ou. 

29. 'O marjp pou, ds 
O46wKé mor, welfwy mav- 
twv éotl: kat ovdels dv- 
vaTar apmrageayv é€x THS 
xeupos TOD Tarps Mov. 

30. “Bye kal 6 rarhp 
&y éoper. 


26. But ye believe not, 
because ye are not of 
my sheep, as Lsaid unto 
you. 


27. My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: 


28. And I give unto 
them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my 
hand, 


29. My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand. 


30. I and my Father 
are one. 
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26. But you do not be- 
lieve, because you are 
not of my sheep, as I 
told you. 


27. My sheep know my 
voice, and 1 recognize 
them, and they follow 
me. 


98. And I give them 
non-temporal life; and 
they will never perish, 
and no one will take 
them from me. 


29. My Father, who 
entrusted them to me, 
is greater than all, and 
no one can take them 
from my Father. 


30. I and my Father 
are one. 


(a) Verses 22 and 23, which speak of a feast in the 


winter, which took place two months later, introduce a 
useless detail, the more so since the discourse on this 
occasion is a continuation of what was said before. 


The Jews implore Jesus to reveal to them whether he 
is Christ. Apparently they suffer as much as many have 
suffered since, doubting that Christ is the second person 
of the Trinity and at the same time fearing to deny what 
millions believe and confess as a truth of religion, without 
which it is impossible to be saved and to recognize the lie 
as a truth. They implore Jesus to take the burden from 
their souls, — to lead them out of their agonizing doubt. 
And what does he answer them? He continues the say- 
ing about the sheep, and says that he and the Father are 
one; but he does not answer their question one way or 
another,— he does nct solve their agonizing doubt, nor 
the doubt of us billions of people who have lived since 
his time. If he was God, how could an almighty, omnis- 
cient, all-good God help knowing all the sufferings which 
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would befall those Jews and us and the billions of people 
who have been tormented by doubt and have been de- 
prived of salvation. He could not have helped pitying 
them and us. All he had to say was, Yes, I am God, 
and the Jews and we would have been blessed. 

But he did not have to be God, if he was only a 
saintly man; and he did not have to be even a saintly 
man. Even if he had been an evil deceiver, he, knowing 
all the abyss of evil which would result from this doubt, 
could not have helped saying, Yes, or No: Yes, I am 
Christ, the Messiah ; No, I am not the Messiah. But he 
said neither of these things. And all the evangelists 
made a note of it, yes, made a note of this cruelty of his, 
if he were a God, as the church understands him to be; 
of this begging of the question, if he was a man, as the 
historians understand it. He said neither the one, nor 
the other, but only repeated more clearly and more 
strongly what he had said before. 

In explaining who he was; what he was, in the name 
of whom he was teaching, and in what sense he was 
Christ, he said, I and the Father are one. He answered 
everything he could; he could not have answered other- 
wise, for he acknowledged himself to be Christ, the 
chosen one of God, but not in the sense in which 
the Jews understood the word Christ, Messiah. If he 
had told them that he was Christ, they would have 
understood him to be a prophet, a king, but in no way 
would they have understood what he professed himself to 
be, —a man who had exalted in himself the comprehen- 
sion of life, in order to sanctify this comprehension in 
everybody else. If he had told them that he was not 
Christ, they would have been deprived of the only good 
which he was preaching to men, and that would have 
been an untruth, for he felt himself to be Christ, the 
chosen one of God. He had told them before that 
he had come from the Father who had sent him; that he 
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only did the will of this Father; that he was only a 
shepherd who showed the door to the sheep; that he 
gave eternal life to those who believed him, that 
the Father of men, God, led them to him, and that he 
and the Father were one, that is, that he was the com- 


prehension. 


31. “EBdoracay obv 
madrv ALBous of ’ lovdator, 
iva NOdowo avrov. 

32. ’AmexplOn avrots 
6 “Inoots, Moka Kara 
zpya edekéa buiv éx Tov 
matpos ou: dia movov 
abr Oy épyov Md fer é pe; 

33. ’AmexplOnoav av- 
T@ ot 'Tovdatoe héyovres, 
Tlepi xadod épyov ov 
NOd fouev oe, GAG TreEpl 
Bracpnulas, kal dre od 
dvOpwiros dy movets ceav- 
Tov Oedv. 

34. ’Amexpl0n adrots 
6 'Inoots, OvK ere ye- 
ypaumévov ev TH vou 
bua, ‘ Eyw elma, Ocol 
éore’; 

35. El éxelvous etre 
Geovs, mpds ots 6 Adyos 
To0 Oeod éyévero, (kal 
od dtvarat vOAVaAL 7 
yea’) 

86. “Ov 6 rarhp hyla- 
ce kal dréorei\ev els TOV 


Koapov, - Uuelts = EéveTe, 
“ n 

Ore Bracpnpets, 8re 
eiov, Ylds rot Ocod 
elu ; 

37. El o} mod ra 


épya Tov marpbs mov, wi) 
murTeveTé Lol’ 

38, El 6€ mob, Kav 
éuol wh murrednre, Tots 
€pyos mictevoate: iva 
yuere Kal trisrevonre, 
bru év éuol 6 i 

rt év euol 6 marnp, 
Kayw év avr@. 


John x. 31, Then the 
Jews took up _ stones 
again to stone him. 


32. Jesus answered 
them, Many good works 
have I shewed you from 
my Father; for which of 
those works do ye stone 
me? 


33. The Jews answered 
him, saying, For a good 
work we stone thee not; 
but for blasphemy; and 
because that thou, being 
a man, makest thyself 
God. 


34. Jesus answered 
them, Is it not written 
in your law, I said, Ye 
are gods? 


35. If he called them 
gods, unto whom the 
word of God came, and 
the Scripture cannot be 
broken; 


36. Say ye of him, 
whom the Father hath 
sanctified,¢ and sent in- 
to the world, Thou blas- 
phemest; because I said, 
I am the Son of God? 


37. If I do not the 
works of my Father, be- 
lieve me not. 


38. But if I do, though 
ye believe not me, be- 
lieve the works; that ye 
may know, and believe, 
that the Father is in me, 
and Lin him. 


31. Then the Jews took 
up stones again to stone 
him. 


32. Jesus said to them, 
I have showed you many 
good works of my 
Father; for which of 
those works do you want 
to stone me? 


33. And the Jews re- 
plied to him, We will 
not stone thee for a 
good work, but for 
blasphemy, because, be- 
ing a man, thou makest 
thyself a God. 


34. And Jesus an- 
swered them, Is it not 
written in your law, I, 
God, said, You are gods? 


35. If he called those 
gods, to whom he spoke, 
and the Scripture can- 
not be broken; 


36. How, then, do you 
say to me, whom God 
has loved and sent into 
the world, that I blas- 
pheme, because I said 
that I was the son of 
God. 


37. If I do not do as 
my Father, do not be- 
lieve me. 


38, But if I do as my 
Father, do not believe 
me; belHeve the work, 
then you will under- 
stand that the Father is 
in me, and Lam in him. 
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(a) Many texts have o mari jylace, the same thought 
which is given in the discourse with Nicodemus (iii. 16), 
where obviously the words refer to the spirit of God, 
which is to be found in every man. 


Jesus says that he is Christ in this sense, that he has 
within him the comprehension: of the one God, whom we 
know, and so he and God are one. 

The Jews want to kill him. He says, Has the com- 
prehension produced anything bad? The works of this 
comprehension, the works of the Father, cannot have 
been bad, so why stone me? They say, Thou blasphem- 
est, calling thyself God. And he says to them, Where is 
here the blasphemy? In your Scripture it says, You are 
gods ; this is said in Psalm LX XXII., where God reproves 
the mighty of the world who do injustice. It says there, 
They know not, neither will they understand: they walk 
on in darkness. J have said, Ye are gods; and children 
of Jehovah the Most High. If unrighteous men and 
oppressors are called gods in the Scripture, in which you 
believe, why, then, do you say of me, who am doing the 
will of God, that I blaspheme when I say that I am 
the son of God. If my works are bad, condemn them, 
but if the works of God proceed from me, believe that 
they are from the Father. Since I do the works of God, 
I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. 


25. Etrev air7 6’ In- 
gots, Ey elm  dvd- 
oracis Kal 7 fw. 6 
mistevwy els ue, Kav 
amobavn, (oer at: 

26. Kal mas 6 (av 
kal miotevwy els eue ov 
wh drobdvy els Tov 
al@va. 

39. "Eghrouy ofy md- 
Aw adrov midoa: Kal 
cenrOev ex THs XeELpds 
aut ay. 


John xi. 25. Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resur- 
rection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: 


26. And whosoever liv- 
eth and believeth in ines 
shall never die. Believ- 
est thou this? 


John x. 39. Therefore 
they sought again to 
take him; but he es- 
caped out of their hand, 


25. And Jesus said to 
her, My teaching is the 
teaching of the awaken- 
ing and of life. He who 
believes in my teaching, 
though he died, will be 
alive. 

26. And he who be- 
lieves in my teaching 
will not die. 


39. And the Jews de- 
liberated again how to 
overthrow him. But he 
could not be vanquished. 
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40. Kal dmdOe ma- 
div répav Tod ’lopddvou, 
els tov rémov 81rov hy 
"lwavyns 7d rp&rov Bar- 
rltwy: Kal €pmervev éxee. 

41. Kat rondol #AOov 
mpos avTov, Kal €deyov, 
"Ore “Iwdvyns pév on- 


pctov érrolnoer ovdév: 
mavra dé boa elmev 
*"Iwavyns mept rovrov, 
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42, Kal émlorevoay 
moNnol éxel els adrdv. 

13. "Ed@ay 5é 6 “Iy- 
gods els TA pepn Kaica- 
pelas THs idl mov, Hpw- 
Ta Tovs pabynras avrov, 
héywr, Thva we Aéyouow 
of &vOpwirot elvar, Tov 
uldv Tov dvOparov ; 

14. Ot 6é eirov, Oi 
uev 'lwdvyny rov Barri- 
othv: &dow 6¢ ’HXlav: 
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TV TpopyT av. 


15. Aéyee avrois, 

'"Yuets € tTlya pe Aéyere 
evar; 

16. "AmoxpiOeis dé 


Liwwy Uérpos eime, XY 
ef 6 Xpicros, 6 vids Tot 
cot Tod (@rTos. 

68. ‘“Phuara wis 
alwvtou €xeus: 

17. Kat drroxpibels 6 
"Inoods eirev att@, Ma- 
Kdpuos el, Ziuwy Bap 
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ovk damexddupé cor, GAN 
6 maThp pov 6 év Tots 
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yw, bre ov el Ilérpos, kat 
érl ravvyn TH TéTpa oiKo- 
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40. And went away 
again beyond Jordan 
into the place where 
John at first baptized; 
and there he abode. 


41. And many resorted 
unto him, and said, Jobn 
did no miracle: but all 
things that John spake 
of this man were true. 


42. And many believed 
on him there. 


Matt. xvi. 13. When 
Jesus came into the 
coasts of Cesarea Phil- 
ippi, he asked his disci- 
ples, saying, Whom do 
men say that J, the Son 
of man, am? 


14. And they said, 
Some say that thou art 
John the Baptist; some, 
Elias; and others, Jere- 
mias, or one of the 
prophets. 


15. He saith unto them, 
But whom say ye that I 
am? 


16. And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. 


John vi. 68. Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. 


Matt.xvi. 17. And Je- 
sus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood? hath 
not revealed it unto 
thee, but my 
which is in heaven. 


18. And I say also un- 
to thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against 
it.c 


Father 
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40. And he went again 
beyond the Jordan, to 
the place where John 
the Baptist used to bap- 
tize. And he stopped 
there. 


41. And many took up 
his teaching, and said 
that John had given no 
proofs, but that every- 
thing he had said of this 
man was true. 


42. And many believed 
in his teaching there. 


13. And Jesus went 
into the villages of 
Cesarea, into Philippi, 
and asked his disciples, 
saying, How do people 
understand this, that I 
am the son of God? 


14. They said, Some 
take you to be John the 
Baptist; some, Elijah; 
others, Jeremiah, or one 
of the prophets. 


15. And he said to 
them, And how do you 
judge of me? 


16. And Simon, named 
the Rock, replied to him, 
Thou art Christ, the son 
of the living God. 


68. Thou hast the 
words of the eternal 
life. 

17. And Jesus replied 
to them, Happy art thou, 
Simon, son of Jonah, for 
no mortal has revealed 
this to you, but God my 
Father, 


18. And I tell thee that 
thou art a rock, and on 
this rock will I build my 
assembly of men, and 
death will not overcome 
this assembly of men. 
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(a) In many texts the word éué which gives a more 
private meaning to this verse, is wanting. ’*Eyé is inter- 
polated so that the words of the preceding verse may 
refer to the resurrection of Lazarus. Without this word 
the verse only strengthens the meaning of the first. 

(6) Flesh and blood in Hebrew means mortal. 

(c) The words of Verse 19, Whatever thou shalt loose 
on earth, etc., have evidently been transferred here through 
a misunderstanding and for church purposes; they have 
here no meaning, nor connection, for the address refers 
first to one, and then to all. 


Simon understood well what Jesus Christ was saying 
of himself, and he gave a correct answer. He said, Thou 
art what thou sayest: in thee is the word of life, — thou 
art the son of life; thy teaching is life. 

And Jesus said to him, Thou art blessed, for thou hast 
comprehended, not from me, who am mortal, but from the 
spirit of God. Now, since thy foundation is the immor- 
tal one, not my words, not my prophecy, but the compre- 
hension of God, thou art firm, and on this comprehension 
alone will the true union of men be based. 


20. Tére Stecrel\aro Matt. xvi. 20. Then 20. Then he explained 

bay - p ‘ re y, chargeds he his disci- to the disciples that 
TOUS MAUNTALS AVTOV, PA yes that they should they should tell no man 
pndevi etrwov dre av’rés tell no man that he was that he was Christ. 


éotw Inoots 6 Xpicrds. Jesus the Christ. 


(a) SiacréArXw means to divide, distinguish, explain. 
On what ground it is translated by to command we can 
understand only by considering that the meaning of this 
most important verse was lost, as we shall later see. 
Jesus said to Peter that he correctly understood him 
to be Christ in the sense of the living God, and added, 
Thou art right in looking for my rights, not in me, the 
mortal Jesus, but in the spirit of God; and he went on 
to say that only on such a comprehension could an 
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assembly of men be founded. Then it says that he 
explained to his disciples in what sense he was Christ, 
so that they should not again fall into the error of 
saying that he, the mortal Jesus out of Nazareth, was 
the Christ. 

This verse is repeated in all the synoptics with the 
change of the word d:acréAXw, for which we there have 
émritiwaw, that is, commanded, and the meaning is some- 


what weakened. 
Here is the delirium of the church (Gospel of Matt., 
p. 299): 


Then he charged his disciples, etc.: The cause of this charge 
could have been, on the one hand, the desire not to kindle the 
passions too early in the people, with their false conceptions of 
the Messiah ; on the other, not to rouse in the Pharisees and the 
rulers, who were ill-disposed toward him, premature and violent 
anger, which would subject his life to danger, while his time had 
not yet come; finally also this, that they would not have under- 
stood him then, since they had a false conception about him, by 
taking him to be, not the Messiah himself, but his forerunner. 
Time was needed for his teaching and for the activity of his 
person to clear up everything for those who could comprehend. 
Why did he charge them not to tell? In order that, after the 
removal of the tempters, after the accomplishment of the exploit 
on the cross, and aiter the cessation of all his sufferings, when 
there would nct be any one to interfere with the belief of men in 
him and to harm them, the correct conception of him should be 
clearly and firmly impressed on the minds of those who heard 
him. So long as his mightiness was not yet made very mani- 
fest, he wanted the apostles to begin to preach only when the 
obvious truth of the preacher and the force of the events would 
confirm their words. For it was one thing to see him do 
miracles in Palestine and to be subject to insults and persecu- 
tions, especially when after the miracles the cross was to follow ; 
and another thing to see the whole universe bow to him and 
believe in him, when he no longer had to bear those sufferings 
through which he had passed. And so he charged them not to 
tell any man. 

If those who had seen many miracles and had heard so many 
unuttered secrets were sorely tried at the very rumour avoas his 
sufferings, and among them not only all the other apostles, pus 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 59 


the chief of them, Peter, you can imagine to what trial the 
people would have been subjected, if they had known that Jesus 
Christ was the son of God, and then had seen him crucified and 
spat upon, while they did not yet comprehend what was con- 
cealed in these mysteries, had not yet received the holy spirit! 
And so he justly charged them not to tell the people before the 
crucifixion, since before the crucifixion he was afraid to tell it 
even to those who were to be the teachers. 


Here is Reuss’s view (Vol. L, pp. 395 and 396): 


La réponse de Simon, diversement formulée dans les trois 
textes, mais revenant partout au méme sens, est la preuve que 
méme sans la déclaration positive de Jésus, il s’était formé dans 
Vesprit des disciples, spectateurs journaliers des miracles de leur 
maitre et auditeurs permanents de son enseignement, la convic- 
tion arrétée qu’il était le Christ, )’?Oint de Dieu, le Messie promis, 
le fils de Dieu, formules partout identiques pour le sens et qui ne 
disent rien sur la nature de la personne, mais qui expriment la 
notion de la dignité de ’envoyé. “Tu es celui que les prophétes 
ont annoneé, que le peuple attend, qui doit fonder le royaume de 
Dieu et restaurer Israél.” La spiritualité relative de la notion 
n’est pas déterminée par cette déclaration et nous allons en voir 
la preuve. 

Tous les trois narrateurs ajoutent que Jésus interdit aux dis- 
ciples de parler de cette conviction a d’autres personnes. Pour- 
quoi cela? Il n’y a qu’une seule réponse & donner 4 cette ques- 
tion: c’est que la notion qu’ils avaient du Christ n’était pas 
encore celle que Jésus voulait leur faire adopter et qu’il voulait 
faire prévaloir dans le monde. Leur éducation apostolique 
n’était pas terminée. Ils auraient répandu ou corroboré des 
erreurs en combinant, avec leur attachement a sa personne, les 
espérances populaires qu’ils partageaient, 


This is terrible! Jesus in every imaginable way makes 
statements about his being a man, like everybody else, 
and all men being like himself; at the same time he 
preaches the teaching about the spirit and the filial rela- 
tion to the living God, a teaching which cannot be ex- 
pressed in any-other way than by the words of Jesus. 
He preaches this doctrine, and all understand it topsy- 
turvy, saying that he makes himself out a God. He 


60 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


‘ 


labours hard, and says, I am not God, but all of you are 
gods; I am a man, I am saved by God who is within me ; 
this God in every man is the only Christ; there will 
never be any other. And no one wants to understand 
him. Some cry, He is the son of David; and recognize 
him only as God, and worship him ; others recognize him 
only as man and want to crucify him for calling himself 
God. Finally his disciple, Simon Peter, understands him, 
and he explains to his disciples that he is not to be 
regarded as Jesus Christ. 

This same phrase is copied with a slight change, and it 
turns out that he charges them for some reason not to tell 
that he is Jesus Christ. 

They do not hear with their ears, and do not see with 
their eyes. 

After transferring the parable of the man born blind to 
the end of the chapter, there follows the so-called resur- 
rection of Lazarus. 

This is what the church has to say (pp. 391 and 398): 


He groaned in the spirit and was troubled: The Greek word 
which is translated by groaned includes the idea of provocation, 
anger, and disgust, caused by the provoking act, and the word 
which is rendered by troubled includes the idea of agitation, con- 
vulsion: consequently the whole expression could more correctly 
be translated by was agitated and convulsed. 

What was it that at that moment so agitated the Lord’s soul? 
A little later, when the Jews, who were present, clearly expressed 
their hostile relation to him, he was again agitated, which gives 
us reason for supposing that the Lord was at that moment 
agitated from the same cause, that is, on account of the Jews, 
on account of their conduct at that time. The evangelist says 
that the Lord was troubled when he saw Mary weeping and the 
Jews, who came with her, weeping, that is, when he saw, on 
the one hand, the sincere tears of the deeply mourning sister 
of the deceased man, and on the other, side by side with her, the 
weeping of these men (or of some of them), whose tears, it 
seems, were as sincere as the tears of Mary, but who harboured 
a hostile feeling toward him, the beloved friend of the grieving 
sisters. The Lord was profoundly troubled by the crocodile tears 
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of his enemies. Besides, the Lord saw that this enmity toward 
him would lead to death, and the organs of this hostility 
toward him were there, in the presence of the greatest miracle, 
which was soon to take place. This miracle would be the 
greatest token and proof of his Messianic worth, and ought to 
wipe out the hatred; but instead of this, he knew it would serve 
as a decisive cause for.sentencing him to death. 

The greatest miracle will be made by Satan the signal for the 
fatal capital punishment, and a few of the organs of this dark 
force are present, weeping crocodile tears. The Lord groaned in 
the spirit. This groaning was so great that it produced an exter- 
nal bodily agitation ; according to the meaning of the Greek 
word, this agitation was not entirely involuntary, but expressed 
a certain effort of the Lord himself to subdue this spiritual 
agitation. 

Many believed on him, but some went their ways to the Pharisees, 
etc.: Again a usual division of the Jews, to which John generally 
points; this division is now deeper than it was before. Those 
who were less blinded, who were struck by the grandeur of the 
unquestionable miracle which was wrought in their presence, 
believed on the miracle-worker, as the Messiah; but those 
who were more blinded became, so to speak, completely blind 
and grew furious in their unbelief. They went to the Lord’s 
worst enemies, to the Pharisees, and told them what Jesus had 
said to them. Judging from the fact that the council of the 
Sanhedrim was called immediately after their denunciation was 
in, and that it was decided there to kill the Lord, we must 
assume beyond a doubt that their report was evil, with a mali- 
cious purpose. They, no doubt, denounced him to the Pharisees 
with the intention of maligning him, as though he had done 
some unlawful thing, when he had ordered the dead man to be 
disinterred. How remarkable such malicious unbelief and blind- 
ness are in view of the greatest unquestionable miracle! ‘The 
evangelist himself marvels at such unbelief and blindness. No 
doubt they misinterpreted even this miracle, as they misinter- 
preted cther miracles, either by saying that he wrought them 
with the aid of an unholy agency, or suspecting some trickery, 
and so forth. What limits will be reached by the blindness of 
man, whose heart is filled with malice, envy, and prejudices ! 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI., pp. 250 and 251): 


La priére prononcée par Jésus ne présente rien qui puisse 
mériter les reproches qu’on lui a faits quelquefois de nos jours, 
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dés qu’on s’en tient au texte qui déclare que c’était une priére 
d'action de graces. Jésus n’a pas demandé en ce moment le 
pouvoir exceptionnel de ressusciter un mort; toujours uni 4 son 
pere, il ne peut pas étre question entre eux d’une délégation de 
faveur pour une circonstance spéciale. S’il a parlé a haute voix, 
c'est pour bien convaincre le monde que son pouvoir vient de 
Dieu, et que ses ceuvres sont accomplies a la gloire de Dieu 
(Chap. v. 36 suiv.; xvii. 4, etc.). S’il remercie Dieu d’avance, 
c'est une preuve d’autant plus irréfragable qu’il n’est pas un 
thaumaturge d’occasion, mais le dépositaire des forces divines, 
d’une maniére permanente (Chap. i. 52). — On remarquera encore 
quwil rappelle a Marthe (v. 40) qu’il lui avait prédit qu’elle verrait 
la gloire de Dieu, si elle avait la foi. Or, cette phrase est com- 
posée d’éléments des versets 4, 23 et 26, et prouve encore que la 
rédaction est faite pour le lecteur du livre, et non inspirée par les 
préoccupations d’une exactitude diplomatique. Prétendre que 
Jésus avait fait dire a Marthe, par quelque messager, ce que nous 
lisons au vy. 4, c’est retomber dans lorniére du rationalisme vul- 
gaire, qui s’obstine a ne voir partout dans cet évangile qu’une 
narration a fleur de terre. 

Quant au fond de l’histoire, et au fait méme de la résurrection 
de Lazare, il faut reconnaitre que tous les essais d’écarter le 
miracle sont arbitraires, et reviennent en fin de compte & nier 
purement et simplement la crédibilité de Vauteur. Aucune 
explication, de toutes celles qu’on a proposées, ne porte en elle- 
méme un caractére de vraisemblance et de simplicité tel qu’on 
serait tenté de la substituer sans plus ni moins & la forme tradi- 
tionnelle du récit. L’argument négatif le plus grave est tiré du 
silence des Synoptiques; mais il peut étre neutralisé par la con- 
sidération des nombreuses lacunes que présentent leurs récits, 
pris individuellement. La tradition ayant conservé le souvenir 
de plusieurs faits analogues (Hist. év., sect. 31, 37), la présence 
de celui-ci ne compromet pas plus particuligrement l’autorité de 
notre auteur. Cependant il convient de faire remarquer ici, 
quwapres le rationalisme l’orthodoxie a éprouvé, & son tour, le 
besoin d’amoindrir le miracle. Si elle ne parle plus d’une simple 
léthargie, elle prétend cependant que V’assertion de Marthe, au 
v. 39, repose sur une présomption erronée, Elle aussi ne peut se 
décider a admettre le retour de la vie dans un corps dont la dé- 
composition aurait commencé d’une manieére sensible. La ques- 
tion physiologique n’est pas de notre compétence, mais nous 
soutenons qu’elle n’a pas arrété le narrateur. Il ne fait pas dire 
a Jésus que Marthe se trompe, mais il oppose directement la 
gloire de Dieu & la désolation désespérée de Vhomme, la réalité 
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de la vie nouvelle & Vabsolue destruction de la vie premiére. En 
méconnaissant ce fait, non seulement on marchande le miracle 
en lui-méme, mais on efface aussi ce qu’il est destiné & mettre en 
relief, dans l’économie de cet ouvrage, savoir, l’antithése radicale 
entre la vie physique et la vie spirituelle. A ce point de vue, 
nous osons aflirmer que l’odeur cadavéreuse émanée du tombeau, 
méme avant la levée de la pierre, est un trait essentiel dans le 
récit. 


Reuss’s point of view is the so-called scientific one. 
Though the absurdity of the miracles is very clear,.we 
have been brought to such a point by the obfuscation of 
a thousand years, wrought upon us by the church, that 
we are not at once struck by such absurdities, and so I do 
not consider it superfluous to explain how I now under- 
stand such stories of miracles. 

Lazarus, of whose life nothing is said, is dead. Jesus 
arrives. Lazarus is in the grave, stinking. Jesus says 
certain words, and the dead man rises. This is to prove 
the truth of this, that Jesus was the son of God, God 
himself, and that he came to save us and to give us the 
teaching of truth. 


First of all, what is meant by raising the dead? If 
a man is dead and smells, that means that his whole 
body has begun to decompose, and the life of the flesh 
has come to an end. The man has again come back to 
life: what does this mean? Fither that the man was not 
dead, that is, has not accomplished the process of death ; 
or that something took place which destroys the concept 
of life and death, that for me there does no longer exist 
the difference between death and life. In either case 
there is nothing remarkable. If he did not die, nothing 
is to be said; but if my conceptions of death and of the 
carnal life are incorrect, there is again no cause for 
wonderment. 

But let us say that we shall forget this reflection, 
and shall say that the resurrection is a manifestation of 


64 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


the mightiness of God. If so, we not only think of his 
mightiness, but involuntarily also of his wisdom, and 
ask ourselves, Why did he raise Lazarus, and not John or 
Peter? And why did he raise Lazarus, since he could 
have made wings or two heads grow out of him? And 
we are obliged to confess that in this action of God his 
wisdom was not expressed with his mightiness. 

It says that Jesus raised Lazarus, because he pitied his 
sisters: this is something undivine. But suppose we 
shall forget that, too. God’s mightiness was manifested 
in order to prove his truth. Even if we suppose this to 
be so, we cannot help asking what the connection is be- 
tween the truth of God and the resurrection of Lazarus. 
I am in doubt whether the coin which is given to me is 
genuine gold. J am shown that this coin has the 
property, say, of emitting sounds. Yes; very well, he 
raised Lazarus, and the coin emits sounds, but how does 
this prove to me that Jesus is God, and that the coin is 
of gold? There is no causal connection between them. 
But let us assume that we shall forget even this, and that 
we admit that the miracles assure us of the truth of the 
divinity. Very well, Jesus proved his divinity by raising 
a dead man. Evenif he did so, this is a poor proof of his 
divinity, because the magicians did the sare, and the 
Spiritualists materialized Katie King. The apostles raised 
from the dead, and so did relics. If God wanted at all 
to prove his mightiness by some extraordinary act, he 
would have chosen something unusual, something which 
men could not imitate him in: he would have done 
something more marvellous, say, he would have made a 
square star. But let us forget this too, and let us sup- 
pose that God forgot that men would do such miracles, 
or would say that they did them, and let us admit that 
this miracle is one and unrepeated. To prove his truth 
to men, God raised Lazarus from the dead. Very well, - 
he raised him to prove his own truth. 
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I am a man, so what use is there after eighteen hundred 
years of proving to me that eighteen hundred years ago God 
in the presence of a dozen people raised a man. I should 
have been glad to believe it, if I had seen it; but I did 
not see \t. It would have been an easy matter for God to 
have raised a man and let him live until now; or to have 
caused a tree to grow on the leaves, with the roots in the 
air; or to make a star as long as a stick, standing all the 
time in one spot, and then there would be no doubt. But 
as it is, I have not seen anything. I see such tricks per- 
formed by magicians and spiritualists, and this, too, not 
eighteen hundred years ago, but now, in our day, and they 
write in books about them, and adduce witnesses. Why, 
_ then, should I believe that more? And so there is noth- 
ing to lay hands on, and it turns out in every way that 
God has disgraced himself, that he undertook to prove 
his truth, without proving it. More than that: by his 
very method of bad proofs he has acknowledged that he 
has no good proofs, that his coin is not genuine, and that 
a spurious coin is being foisted upon me. 

Reuss’s point of view, the so-called scientific one, as 
was said before, is not even a point of view, but wn faux 
fuyant, a begging of the question. ‘I have no need of 
knowing what the author had in mind, when he wrote it ; 
what I want to know is what I am to think of it, and 
this Reuss does not say. If the author actually thought 
that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, and thus proved 
his divinity, I cannot help observing that the author 
knows nothing of the teaching of Christ. And yet I 
draw from that very book the true meaning of Christ’s 
teaching, and even in this passage do I find the words 
of Verse 25, which directly contradict the story of the 
material resurrection of the dead man, He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, — which 
means that, as is said in the whole teaching, the true life 
is not in time, and does not depend on the will of man; 
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from the story, however, it turns out that the resurrection 
of Lazarus took place at the will of Jesus: if he had not 
come and had not been told of it, as he has not been 
informed of millions who died believing in him, Lazarus 
would not have been raised. This inner contradiction 
has to be explained ; but the quasi-scientific tone about 
what a putative author thought can be of no interest 
to any one. So also it is impossible to accept the whole 
chapter about the raising of Lazarus, if one understands 
and believes in the resurrection of Jesus. This and sim- 
ilar chapters could have been accepted only by church 
people, who never understood the teaching of Christ. But 
for all others, who are seeking the teaching, there cannot 
even be a question as to what the story of the resurrec- 
tion means: it means nothing, just like all the other 
miracles. It has to be cleaned out and rejected, and all 
there will be left will be the words of Verses 25 and 26: 


25. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

26. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this? 


THE PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF THE TEACHING 


To receive the true life one must give up the carnal 
life. The carnal life is the food for the true life. The 
teaching of Jesus consists in giving up the carnal life for 
the true life. 

The Pharisees and learned men began to ask Jesus, 
Thou sayest that it is necessary to give up the carnal life 
and all its pleasures in order to receive the true life, but 
how dost thou prove this? 

And Jesus groaned from pity for these men. Their 
asking for proofs showed him that they did not under- 
stand him. And he said, Men want proofs, and proofs 
cannot be given to them. 
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And he said to them, What carnal proofs do you want 
for a non-carnal life? Have you no proofs for everything 
which you know? Looking at the beautiful evening 
glow you assume that next day there will be fair weather, 
and when it looks gloomy in the morning, you assume 
that it will rain. You have no proofs, but you judge of 
this from the appearance of the sky, and you are able 
to draw your conclusions. Why, then, do you not draw 
the same correct conclusions in regard to yourselves?. If 
you judged just as correctly about yourselves as you do 
about the signs of the weather, you would know that just 
as certainly as the west wind brings rain, death follows 
after the temporal life. 

And so there is no other proof, and there can be none, 
for the proof of my teaching, except the teaching itself. 

There can be no proofs of the comprehension. 

The southern queen went to see Solomon, not to ask 
for proofs, but to listen to his wisdom. The Ninevites 
did not ask Jonah for proofs, but listened to his teaching, 
and were converted; even so you must do, and must not 
ask for any proofs. 

After this the Jews tried to sentence Jesus to death, 
and Jesus went into Galilee, and there lived with his 
relatives. 

There came the Jewish feast of the tabernacles. 

The brothers of Jesus got ready to go to the feast, and 
asked Jesus to go with them. They did not believe in 
his teaching, and said to him, Thou sayest that the 
Jewish way of serving God is not right, and that thou 
knowest the right way of serving him with deeds. If 
thou truly believest that none but thee know the true 
service of God, go with us to the feast, for a large multi- 
tude will be there. There thou canst announce in the 
presence of the whole people that the teaching of Moses 
is false. Jf all of them will believe thee, all thy disciples 
will see that thou art right, What is the sense in con- 
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cealing thyself? Thou sayest that our service is wrong, 
that thou knowest the true way of serving God, so show 
it to all. 

And Jesus said to them, For you there is a special time 
and place for serving God; but I have no such special 
time and place. I always and everywhere work for God. 
It is this that I show people: I show them that their 
service of God is false, and for this they hate me. Go 
yourselves to the feast, and I will go whenever I wish. 

And the brothers went away, but he remained at 
home; later he went to the feast when it was half over. 

The Jews were troubled, because he did not honour 
their holiday and did not come. And they disputed a 
great deal about his teaching: some said that he was 
telling the truth; and others said that he only agitated 
the people. 

In the middle of the holiday Jesus entered the temple 
and began to teach the people, saying that their worship 
was. false, and that God must be worshipped not in 
the temple and with sacrifices, but in the spirit and 
with works. All listened to him and marvelled at his 
wisdom. 

And Jesus, hearing that they marvelled at his wisdom, 
said to them, My wisdom consists in this, that I teach 
what I know from my Father. My teaching consists in 
doing the will of the spirit, which gives me life. He 
who does this will know that it is the truth, for he will 
not do what seems good to him, but what seems good to 
the spirit which lives within him. Your law of Moses 
is not the eternal law, and so those who follow it do 
not execute the eternal law, and do wrong and what 
is untrue. I teach you to do the one will, and in my 
teaching there can: be no contradiction, but your written 
law of Moses is all filled with contradictions. I give you 
a teaching, with which man stands higher than all decrees 
and finds the law within himself, 
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And many said, They have said that he is a false 
prophet, and he has been condemning the law, and yet 
no one says anything to him. Maybe he is indeed real, 
and maybe the rulers have acknowledged him. There is 
one thing, however, which does not fit: it is said that 
when he who is sent by God shall come, no one will 
know whence he comes, but we know whence he comes, 
and we know his whole family. 

The people did not understand his teaching, and kept 
looking for external proofs. 

Then Jesus said to them, You know whence I come in 
a carnal way, but you do not know whence I come in the 
spirit. You do not know him from whom I come in 
the spirit, and it is only him that you ought to know. 
If I said that I am Christ, you would believe me as a 
man, but you would not believe God who is in me and in 
you. You must believe in the one God. I am here 
among you for a brief space of time: I show you the 
way of salvation, the return to that source of life from 
which I came. And you ask me for proofs and want to 
condemn me. If you do not know the way, you will 
certainly not find me when I am gone. You must not 
condemn me, but follow me. He who will do what I 
say will find out whether what I say is true or not. He 
for whom the life of the flesh has not become the food of 
the spirit, who does not seek the truth, as the thirsty 
person seeks water, cannot understand me. But he who 
thirsts for water may follow me and drink. And he 
who will believe in my teaching will receive the true 
life. He will receive the life of the spirit. 

And many believed in his teaching, and said, What he 
says is true and from God. Others did not understand 
him, and kept looking in the prophecies for proofs of his 
being sent by God. And many disputed with him, but 
could not prevail against him. The Pharisees and learned 
men sent their assistants to contend with him. But their 
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assistants returned to them, saying, We can do nothing 
with him. 

And the high priests said, Why did you not accuse 
him ? 

And they replied, Never has a man spoken like him. 

Then the Pharisees said, It does not mean anything, 
that you cannot prevail against him, and that the people 
believe in his teaching. We do not believe, and none of 
the rulers believe, but the accursed people are always 
stupid and ignorant. 

And Jesus said to the Pharisees, There can be no 
proofs of the truth of my teaching, just as there can 
be no illumination of the light. My teaching is the true 
light, that light when men see what is good and what 
bad, and so it is impossible to prove my teaching: it 
proves everything else. He who will follow me will not 
be in the dark, but with him life and light is the same. 

But the Pharisees still demanded proofs of the truth 
of his teaching, and said, Thou art the only one who 
says this. : . 

And he replied to them, If I am the only one who says 
this, I am still in the right, for I know whence I come 
and whither I go. Besides, not I alone teach this, but 
the Father, my spirit, teaches it also. But you do not 
know him, and so this proves the falseness of your teach- 
ing. You do not know whence you come and whither 
you go. I am leading you, but, instead of following 
me, you discuss who I am; and so you cannot come to 
salvation and to life, to which I lead you. And you will 
perish, if you abide in this error and do not follow me. 

And the Jews asked, Who art thou ? 

He said, I am not any special man; as a man I am 
nothing ; but, above all, I am what I tell you: I am the 
way and the truth,—I am the comprehension. And 
when you make the spirit of the son of man your God, 
you will know what I am, because what I do and say 
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is not from me, as a man, but what my Father has 
taught me. 

Only he who keeps the comprehension, who does the 
will of the Father, can be taught by me. To comprehend 
the truth, it is necessary to do good. He who does evil 
loves the darkness and goes toward it; he who does 
good goes toward the light. And so, in order to under- 
stand my teaching, it is necessary to do good. He who 
will do good will know the truth, and he who will know 
the truth will be free from evil and from death; for 
every man who errs becomes the slave of his error. 

And as the slave does not always live in the house 
of his master, while the master’s son is always there, 
even so a man, who errs in life and becomes the slave 
of his error, does not live for ever, but dies. Only he 
who is in the truth lives for ever. But the truth con- 
sists in being a son, and not a slave. And so, if you err, 
you will be slaves, and you will die; but if you abide in 
the truth, you will be free sons, and will live. 

You say of yourselves that you are the children of 
Abraham, and that you know the truth; and yet you 
want to kill me, because I tell you the truth. Abraham 
did not do so. If you wish to do this,—to kill a man, 
you are not the sons of God the Father, and you do not 
serve him, but serve your father. You are not with me 
the sons of the same Father: you are the slaves of error, 
-and its sons. If you had the same Father with me, you 
would love me, for I, too, come from God. I was not 
born of myself, but am also from God. For this reason 
you do not understand my words, and the comprehension 
has no place in you. If I am from the Father, and you 
are from the same Father, you cannot wish to kill me. 
But since you wish to kill me, we are not of one Father. 
J am from God, but you are from the devil. You want 
to do the will of your father: he has always been a mur- 
derer and liar, and there is no truth in him. If he, the 


12 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


devil, says anything, he says his own personal matters, 
and not what is common to all, and he is the father of 
lying and error; and so you are the slaves of error, and 
his children. 

You see how easy it is to accuse you of error. If I err, 
accuse me; but if there is no error, why do you not 
believe me ? 

And the Jews began to scold him, and said that he 
was mad. 

He said, I am not mad, but honour my Father, and 
you want to kill me, the son of the Father; conse- 
quently you are not my brothers, but children of another 
father. NotI affirm that I am right, but the truth speaks 
for me. And so I repeat to you, He who will grasp and 
execute my teaching will not see death. 

And the Jews said, Do we not tell the truth, when we 
say that he is a mad Samaritan? Thou accusest thyself. 
The prophets are dead; Abraham is dead, and thou sayest 
that he who will execute thy teaching will not see death. 
Abraham is dead, and thou wilt not die! Or art thou 
greater than Abraham ? 

The Jews kept discussing whether he, Jesus of Galilee, 
was ap important prophet or not, and forgot everything 
which he had said, and that he said nothing of himself 
as a man, but spoke of the spirit of God which was 
within him. 

And Jesus said, I make nothing of myself. If I spoke 
of what seems good to me, everything I say would be 
without meaning; but there is a beginning of all things, 
which you call God, and of him I speak. You have not 
known the true God, but I know him. I cannot help 
saying that I know him. I should be a liar, such as you 
are, if I said that I did not know him. I know him, and 
I know his will, and do it. Your father Abraham is holy 


for this reason only, that he saw my comprehension and 
rejoiced in it. 
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The Jews said, Thou art thirty years old; how could 
you have lived in the days of Abraham ? 

He said, Before Abraham was, I was, that I, of whom 
I have told you, — the comprehension. 

The Jews picked up stones, to stone him, but he went 
away from them. 

I am the light of the world. He who will follow me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. 
If a man does not see the light, neither his parents, nor 
he, are to blame; but if he has light, it is his duty to 
shine for others. While we are in the world, we are the 
light of the world. If we see men who are deprived 
of light, we reveal the light to them from the principle 
which has produced us. And if a man sees the light, he 
will all be changed so that no one can tell him. A man 
remains the same man ; but there is this difference that, 
having learned that he is a son of God, he receives the 
light and sees what he never saw before. 

A man who did not see the light and has come to see 
it can say nothing as to whether it is true that he has 
regained his sight; all he can say is, I am regenerated ; 
I am different from what I was; before this I was blind 
and did not see the true good, but now I see it. I do 
not know how I came to see, but I think that he who 
revealed the light to me is a man from God. 

And no matter how much they may say to a man who 
has seen the light, that it is not the true light; that he 
must pray to another God, the one he does not see; that 
he who gave him the light is mistaken, the man will not 
believe it. He will say, I know nothing about your God, 
nor whether the man who opened my eyes was mistaken, 
or not; but I know that formerly I did not see, and now 
T see. 

And no matter how much you may ask such a man 
how his eyes were opened, he will tell you the same. 
They were opened in this way, that I found out that the 
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beginning of my life is the spirit, and, having learned this, 
I was regenerated. No matter how much you may say 
that the law of Moses is the true law of God; that God 
himself revealed it to Moses; that God communes with 
the saints, and that he who opened his eyes is a sinner, the 
man will repeat the one answer, I know nothing about 
all that, but I know that I was blind, and now I see. 
And I know that he who opened my eyes is from God. 
For, if he were not from God, he could not do it. 

Such a man trusts only in the spirit of the son of God, 
which is in him, and that is all he needs. 

And Jesus said, The teaching separates men: the 
blind receive their sight, and those who think that 
they see become blind. If men do not see the light 
from their birth, they are not to blame, and they may 
receive their sight. Only those who affirm that they 
see, when they see nothing, are to blame indeed. 

And the Jews began to dispute. Some said, He is 
simply mad; and others said, A madman cannot open 
men’s eyes. 

Men abandon themselves to my teaching, not because 
I prove it to them: it is impossible to prove the truth, 
but the truth proves everything else. But people abandon 
themselves to my teaching, because it is one, and familiar 
to people, and promises them life. My teaching is for 
people what the familiar voice of the shepherd is for the 
sheep, when he enters to them by the door. and gathers 
them, to drive them into the pasture. But nobody be- 
lieves your teaching, because it is foreign to men, and 
men see in it your lusts. It is for men what for the 
sheep is the sight of a man who does not enter by 
the door, but climbs over the enclosure: the sheep do 
not know him, and they feel that he is a robber. 

My teaching is the only true one, as one door is for 
the sheep. All your teachings of the law of Moses are 
a lie, —as the thieves and robbers are lies for the sheep. 
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He who abandons himself to my teaching will find the 
true life, just as the sheep will go out and find food, 
if they follow the shepherd. For a thief comes only 
to steal, rob, and destroy, while a shepherd comes to 
feed and give life. And it is only my teaching which 
promises the true life. 

The shepherds are masters, whose lives are formed by 
the sheep and who give their lives for the sheep; they 
are true shepherds. But there are hirelings, who do not 
trouble themselves about the sheep, because they are hire- 
lings, and the sheep are not their own, such as, when a 
wolf comes, forsake their sheep, and these are not true 
shepherds. Even so there are untrue teachers, such as 
have no thought for the life of men, and true teachers, 
such as give their souls for the life of men. I am such 
a teacher. 

My teaching consists in giving the life for other men. 
No one takes it from me, but I of my own will give it 
for men, in order that I may receive the true life. This 
commandment I received from my Father. And as the 
Father knows me, so I know the Father, and so I lay 
my life down for the sake of men. And so the Father 
loves me, for I fulfil his commandments. 

And all men, not only here and now, but all men, will 
understand my voice and will all come together, and 
will be one, and the teaching will be one. 

And the Jews surrounded him, and said, Everything 
which thou sayest is hard to understand and does not 
agree with our Scripture. Do not torment us, but tell 
us outright, Art thou that Messiah who according to our 
books is to come into the world ? 

And Jesus replied to them, I have already told you 
who I am. I am what I have told you; but you do 
not believe my words. Believe my works,—the life 
in God, which I lead, — you will understand by them 
who I am, and wherefore I have come. But you do not 
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believe, for you do not follow me. He who walks in my 
path and does what I say understands me. And he who 
understands my teaching and fulfils it will receive the 
true life. My Father united them with me, and nobody 
can sever them. I and the Father are one. 

And the Jews were offended by this, and laid hold 
of stones to stone him. 

But he said to them, I have shown you much good 
through my Father, so for what deed do you want to 
stone me? 

They said, Not for a good deed do we wish to stone 
thee, but because thou, a man, makest thyself a God. 

And Jesus answered them, But the same is said in 
your Scripture: it says that God himself said to the bad 
rulers, You are gods. If vicious people were called gods, 
why should you consider it a blasphemy to call God that — 
which God, loving it, sent into the world? Every man 
according to the spirit is a son of God. If I do not live 
in godly fashion, do not believe that I am a son of God; 
but if I do, believe according to my life that I am in 
God. And then you will understand that God is in me, 
and I am in God, that I and the Father are one. 

And Jesus said, My teaching is the awakening of life. 
He who believes in my teaching retains his life, though 
he dies carnally. He who lives does not die. 

And the Jews did not know what to do with him, and 
were not able to sentence him. 

And he went once more beyond the Jordan, and 
remained there. And many believed in his teaching, 
and said that it was as true as John’s teaching. And 
so many believed in his teaching. 

And Jesus once asked his disciples, and said, Tell me 
how people understand my teaching about the son of God 
and the son of man. 

They said, Some understand it like John’s teaching; 
others, like the prophecy of Elijah; others again say that 
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it resembles the teaching of Jeremiah, and take you to be 
a prophet. 

He said, And how do you understand my teaching ? 
And Simon Peter said to him, In my opinion thy teach- 
ing consists in this, that thou art the chosen son of God, 
of life. Thou teachest that God is the life in man. 

And Jesus said to him, Happy thou art, Simon, to 
have understood this. No man could have revealed this 
to thee, for God within thee has revealed it to thee. Not 
carnal reflection and not I with my words, but God, my 
Father, has directly revealed it to thee. 

And on this comprehension is based the assembly of 
men, for whom there is no death. 


THERE IS NO OTHER LIFE. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 


OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD 


Matt. x. 37. He that 
loveth father or mother 
more than me, is not 
worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son or daugh- 
ter more than me, is not 
worthy of me. 


38. And he that taketh 
not his cross, and fol- 
loweth after me, is not 
worthy of me. 


39. He that findeth his 
life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for 
my sake, shall find it. 


Matt. xix. 27. Then 
answered Peter and said 
unto him, Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and 
followed thee; what 
shall we have therefore? 


29. And every one that 
hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or 
wife, 


or children, or 
lands, for my name’s 
sake, shall receive a 


hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life. 


30. But he shall receive 
a hundredfold now in 
this time, houses, and 
brethren, and_ sisters, 
and mothers, and chil- 
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387. He who loves fa- 
ther or mother more 
than me, does not agree 
with me: and he who 
loves son or daughter 
more than me, does not 
agree with me. 


388. And he who is not 
prepared for carnal pri- 
vations and does not 
follow me, does not 
agree with me. 


39. He who acquires 
(carnal) life will lose it; 
and he who loses his 
carnal life according to 
my teaching, will re- 
ceive life. 


27. Then Simon Peter 
said to him, Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and 
followed thee; what 
shall we have for it? 


29. And Jesus an- 
swered them, You know 
yourselves that every 
one who forsakes his 
family, his brothers and 
sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife and 
children, and fields for 
the sake of my teaching, 
— the true good, 


30. Will receive a hun- 
dred times more here, 
in this life, amidst 
persecutions, families, 
brothers, sisters, chil- 
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31. IloAXol 5é gaov- 
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dren, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the 
word to comes eternal 
ife. 


31. But many that are 
first shall be last; and 
the last first. 


; 19 


dren, and fields, and 
eternal life in the pass- 
ing world. 


31. And many who are 
first will be last, and 
who were last will be 
first. 


(a) épxomar means to go, to pass. 


Peter’s question as to what reward we shall receive is 
understood by Christ in two ways: first, as a reward in 
general for the execution of the Jaw; and secondly, What 
reward will they receive, — a reward which should cor- 
respond to the sacrifices which they are making ? 

To the first part of the question as to the thrones in 
heaven, Jesus replies that they know themselves what 
the reward will be. The reward here, in this life, is a 
hundred times greater than the human joys which they 
have left, — it is the life outside of time. 

In response to the second part of the question, Jesus 
says that in the kingdom of God there is no first and no 
last ; that the first are last, and the last first; that the 
conception of the kingdom of God is not connected with 
the idea of rewards, which correspond to the deserts, — 
which was said in the parable of the talents. And he 
goes on to explain these words of the parables. 

Peter’s next question and Jesus’ answer stand in Mat- 
thew directly after the conclusion of the discourse with 
the rich young man, which is, that no one can be saved, 
except he be a mendicant. These cruel words startle the 
disciples. It is these sacrifices of the carnal life which 
call forth Peter’s question. According to my harmoniza- 
tion of the chapters, this question follows after all the 
examples and indications as to how we must give up the 
carnal life for the life of the spirit. To this Peter asks, 
What shall we have ? 
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I omit Verse 28 from Matthew, as it has no definite 


meaning. 


and judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 


It speaks of their sitting on twelve thrones 


Either it 


is entirely incomprehensible and means nothing, or it is 
meant for an irony, in response to the question what they 


will receive, what reward. 


directly to an irony. 


The next passage points 


PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD 


1. ‘Opola yap éorw 
n Baoirela Tv obpavdy 
avOpwrm  oikoderrdbrn, 
Goris e&pOev dua mpowt 
pucOdcacbat épyaras eis 
Tov dumed@va avrov. 

2. LDuudwvjcas 6é 
mera Tov épyaray ék 
Onvaplov Thy judpar, 
dméoTeinev avrovs els 
TOV GmmrEeN@va avrov. 

3. Kal é&ed@av repli 
Thy Tpitnv wpav, eldev 
dddous éorGras év TH 
ayopa apyous: 

4. Kadxelvors _—_ elev, 
‘Yrayere kal wvuels els 
Tov dumeh@va, Kal 6 édv 
n Olkatov dbow duiv. 


5. Ot 6€ drAdOov. 
mar Few amepl &x- 
Thv Kal évvarny w&par, 
érolncev woavTws. 


6. Ilept d¢ rhv évde- 
Katnv wpav é&eNOwy, 
etpev GdXovs éoTGras 
dpyovs, kal Néyeu avrots, 
Tl de é€oryjxare bdnv 
Thy huépav apyol ; 

7. Aéyouow  adra, 
"Ori ovdels fuds eu- 
cOwoaTo. éye avrots, 
‘Lrdyere kal sets els 
Tov dumeh@va, kal 6 édy 
q Stkavov Mneoe. 


Matt. xxv. 1..For the 
kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a man that 
is a householder, which 
went out early in the 
morning to hire labour- 
ers into his vineyard. 


2. And when he had 
agreed with the labour- 
ers for a penny a day, 
he sent them into his 
vineyard. 


3. And he went out 
about the third hour, 
and saw others standing 
idle in the market-place, 


4, And said unto them; 
Go ye also into the vine- 
yard, and whatsoever is 
right I will give you. 
And they went their 
way. 

5. Again he went out 
about the sixth and 
ninth hour, and did 
likewise. 


a 


6. And about the eley- 
enth hour he went out, 
and found others stand- 
ing idle, and saith unto 
them, Why stand ye 
here all the day idle? 


7. They say unto him, 
Because no man hath 
hired us. Hesaith unto 
them, Go ye also into 
the vineyard; and what- 
soever is right, that 
shall ye receive. 


1. For the kingdom of 
God is hke this: a mas- 
ter went out in the 
morning to hire labour- 
ers. 


2. When he had agreed 
with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent 
them into his garden. 


3. Then he went out at 
breakfast time to look 
around, and found other 
labourers, who were not 
occupied, 

4, Andhesaid to them, 
Go you also to work in 
my garden, and I will 
pay you what is right. 
And they went. 


5. And again the mas- 
ter went out to the mar- 
ket-place at the sixth 
and at the ninth hour, 
and he found other 
labourers who were not 
occupied, and he did the 
same with them. 

6. At noon the master 
went again to the mar- 
ket-place, and saw la- 
bourers standing idle; 
and he said to them, 
Why do you stand here 
the whole day idle? 


7. They said, Because 
no man has hired us, 
And he said to them, Go 
you also into the garden, 
and you will receive 
what is right, 
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8. Olas 6€ yevoud- 
vns, Eyer O KUpLos TOD 
dumehOvos TO eritporw 
avrod, Kéddeoov rods 
épydras, kat dmddos av- 
Tots Tov yucbdv, dapéd- 
pevos amd THY éoxdTwr 
ws TO TpwTwr. 

9. Kat édOdvres ok 
mwepi Thy évdexadr nv dpay, 
€\aBov ava Snvdprov. 


10. *EdOdyTes 52 ok 
mp@ror évouoav Ore wel- 
ova ArjWovrat: 


11. AaBédvres dé éyoy- 
yugov Kara TOU oiKode- 
omdrou, 

12. Aéyorres, “Ort, 
otro of écxaTo play 
dpav éroincav, kal toous 
nuty avrovs émolnoas, 
Tots Bacrdcact Td Bdpos 
THs Nuépas Kal Toy Kav- 
cova. 

15. ‘O 6é dmoxpibels 
elmev évl att @v, ‘Eratpe, 
OUK GOLK® oe: ody) Onva- 
plou cvvepwrncds por; 


14. *Apov 7d ody Kal 
tmraye. Oé\w 6 TotTw 
TQ eoxdTy Sova ws Kal 
ool: 

15. "H ov terri por 
movnoar & Oéd\w ev Tots 
éuots; 7 6 dpOadpudbs cov 
movnpos éoriv, bru eyo 
ayabds eluc; 

16. Otrws ecovrat ol 
éoxaTo. moro, Kal ob 
mp@ro €oxaro.: moddol 
yap elot KAnTol, ddlyou 
dé éxdexTol. 


8. So when even was 
come, the lord of the 
vineyard saith unto his 
steward, Call the la- 
bourers, and give them 
their hire, beginning 
from the last unto the. 
first. 


9. And when they 
came that were hired 
about the eleventh hour, 
they received every man 


a penny. 
10. But when the first 
came, they supposed 


that they should have 
received more; and they 
likewise received every 
man a penny. 

11. And when they had 
received it, they mur- 
mured against the good- 
man of the house, 

12. Saying, These last 
have wrought but one 
hour, and thou hast 
made them equal unto 
us, which have borne 
the burden and heat of 
the day. 


13. But he answered 
one of them, and said, 
Friend, I do thee no 
wrong: didst not thou 
agree with me for a 
penny? 

14. Take that thine is, 
and go thy way: I will 
give unto this last, even 
as unto thee. 


15. Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will 
with mine own? Is 
thine eye evil, because 
lam good? 


16. So the last shall be 
first, and the first last: 
for many be called, but 
few chosen. 
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8. When evening came, 
the master said to his 
steward, Call the labour- 
ers, and give them their 
wages; first to the last, 
and then to the first. 


9. And those that came 
at noon received a 
penny. 


10. And those who 
came first supposed that 
they would receive 
more; but they received 
only a penny each. 


11. They took it, but 
they began to murmur 
against the master. 


12. How is this? they 
said. They have done 
but one hour’s work, 
and thou hast made 
them equal with us. We 
have worked hard and 
sweated all day. 


13. But the master an- 
swered one of them, 
Friend, I do thee no 
wrong; did we notagree 
for a penny? 


14. Take what is thine, 
friend, and go thy way. 
I want to give the last as 
much as to thee. 


15. Have I no right 
over what is mine? Or 
dost thou see that J am 
good, and so thy eye has 
become envious? 


16. So the last shall be 
like the first, and the 
first like the last. 


The final words, For many be called, but few chosen, 


are apparently a useless addition. 
words are wanting, and they are not in Tischendorf. 


In 


many texts these 
In 
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Luke the disciples say these words to Jesus immediately 
after the elucidation that brothers are to be forgiven, not 
seven times, but seventy times seven times. Obviously 
these words, like Peter’s words, refer to all the cruel words 
of the demand for the renunciation of the carnal life. The 
possibility of the true life is given to all men. He who 
wants takes it; he who does not want it does not take 
it. He who receives the true life has it and it cannot 
be said that it is equal for all, for to it cannot be applied 
the conceptions of more and less, of sooner and later. It 
is outside the category of space, time, and causality, as 
they would say in philosophical language. 

But we are so accustomed to the retribution of the 
terrestrial life, that we cannot rid ourselves of the idea 
that he who does everything which is regarded as good 
and pleasing to a God, whom we represent as being out- 
side us (while Jesus never stops expatiating on this, that 
no man has ever known God, except that the son has 
declared him) and that we want to establish our relations 
to God like those which exist between the peasants and 
their master. We want to please some one and do what 
we do not understand and do not wish to do, in order to 
please the master’s will; but, while we admit that we 
ought to be punished for not pleasing the master, as we 
ourselves are fond of punishing the slaves for not doing 
so, we want to be rewarded for doing the will of a stran- 
ger. And although the whole teaching of Jesus denies 
this view, the disciples and all of us ask what we shall 
get for forsaking our children and house, and our life, in 
order to follow his teaching. What is it we ask about? 
We ask what we shall get for going to the feast to which 
we are invited; what we shall get for creeping into that 
boat of salvation which is ready to receive us; what we 
shall get for having forsaken our wives and children, 
and having followed him. That is, what we shall get for 
having exchanged sorrow for joy, fetters for freedom, 
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death for life. 
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And he replies, In the first place, you do 


not sacrifice anything: when you forsake in this hfe your 
families, children, possessions, and all that, you will have 
a hundred times more, even amidst persecutions; in the 


second place, you will receive the true life. 
reward do you wish ? 


like kings. and judge the nations ? 
In this world of death I teach you the one possible 


life, the one plank of salvation. 


What other 


Do you want to sit on thrones, 


And thou, getting ready to 


clutch this plank, ask, What will the reward be for this ? 


GREATEST IS 


35. Kal rpoomopevov- 
ra. atT@ “IdxwBos Kal 
"Iwdvyns, of viol ZeBe- 
Galov, Néyovres, Arda- 
oxane, OéNopuev iva 6 éav 
AiTHTWMEV TOLHTNS Tcv. 

36. ‘O dé eimrev avrois, 
TL @Oédere trovjoal pe 
Duty ; 

37. Ot dé elroy ade, 
Abs fuiv, iva els x de&c- 
Gy gov Kal els 2& edww- 


pw cov kablowpyer ev TH 
66&y cov. 
38. 'O 6& “Inoode 


eirev avrots, OvK oldare 
rl airetcbe. Svvacbe me- 
ely TO TroTHpiov 6 eyw 
rlvw, kal 7d Barriopa 
6 éya Barrigouat Bar- 
TisOnvat ; 

22. Aéyovoww 
Avyducba. 

23, Kal Néyer avrots, 
Td pev mornpiby pov 
mwlecbe, kal 7d Barri- 
cua & éyh Bawrlfoua 
Bartisbjoerbe: 7d de 
kabloa éx defy jou 
kal €& edwvtpwy mov, ovK 
Zari éudv dodvat, &dN 
ols Hroluactar vrd TOV 
maT pos Mov. 


rey} 
QauT@, 


HE WHO IS A SERVANT TO ALL 


Mark «x. 35. And James 
and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, come unto 
him, saying, Master, we 
would that thou should- 
est do for us whatsoever 
we shall desire. 


36. And he said unto 
them, What would ye 
that 1 should do for 

ou ?a 

37. They said unto him, 
Grant unto us that we 
may sit, one on thy right 
hand, and the other on 


thy left hand, in. thy 
glory.’ 
38. But Jesus. said 


unto them, Ye know not 
what ye ask: can ye 
drink of the cups that I 
drink of? and be bap- 
tized with the baptism 
that Lam baptized with? 


Matt. xx. 22. They say 
unto him, We are able. 


23. And he saith unto 
them, Ye shall drink in- 
deed of my cup, and be 
baptized with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized 
with: but to sit on my 
right hand, and on my 
left, is not mine to give, 
but it shall be given to 
them for whom it is pre- 
pared of my father.4 


35. And James and 
John, the sons of Zebe- 
dee, came to Jesus, say- 
ing, Teacher, we wish 
thou wouldst do for us 
what we shall ask thee. 


36. And he said to 
them, What do you want 
me to do tor you? 


37. And they said to 
him, Make us both equal 
to thee in thy teaching. 


38. And Jesus replied 
to them, You do not 
know what youask. On 
earth you can do the 
same as I am doing, and 
you may be regenerated 
in the spirit, just I am 
regenerated. 


22. They said to him, 
We can. 


23. And he said to 
them, You can live and 
be regenerated the same 
as I; but to make you 
such as I am is not in 
my power, but in the 
power of my Father. 
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24. Kel dxovoarres 
of O€ka yavaxrnoav 
wept TOV Ovo adehper. 


25. ‘O 5é’ Inaods rpoo- 
Kadecdmevos avrovs ei- 
mev, OlSare dr oi dpxov- 
Tes TOV €OvOv KaTaKu- 
pievovo.y atray, Kal ot 
peydror Karetovotd fov- 
ow altar. ovx otTws 
O¢ €orac ev Hyuiv: 

26. “ANN bs éav Oddy 
év buly peyas yevéoOa, 
éoTw buddy didKovos: 


27. Kat &s éa: Ody 
év byiv elvac mp&ros, 
ZoTw budy God)dos: 

26. ‘Tyeis dé odx ot- 
Tws' ANN 6 pelfwv év 
vutv yevéoOw ws 0 vEew- 
Tepos, Kal 6 Wyovmevos 
@s 0 diakovar. 

28. “Qomep 6 vids Tod 
avOpwrov ovK HOE StaKo- 
vnOjvar, adda draxov7- 
oat, Kal dotvac Thy 
puxnv adTovd AUTpov avrt 
TONNDY. 
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24, And when the ten 
heard it, they were 
moved with indignation 
against the two breth- 
ren. 

25, But Jesus called 
them unto him, and 
said, Ye know that she 
princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are 
great exercise authority 
upon them, 


26. But it shall not be 
so among you: but who- 
soever will be great 
among you, let him be 
your minister ; 

27, And whosoever will 
be chief among you, let 
him be your servant: 


Luke xxii. 26. But ye 
shall not be so: but he 
that is greatest among 
you, let him be as the 
younger; and he that is 
chief, as he that doth 
serve. 

Matt. xx. 28. Even as 
the Son of man came 
not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a 
ransom for many.¢ 


(a) That is, You speak nonsense. 
(b) These disciples put the question 
they are so dull and he so wise, and beg him to make 
them as wise as he himself is. 
(c) To drink the cup means, in Hebrew, to have the 
same part in the carnal life, to live in the same manner. 
(d) To make you such as I am, to give you the same 


intellect, is not in my power. 


24. When the other ten 
heard this, they were 
angry at the two broth- 
ers. 


25. And Jesus called 
them up, and said, You 
know that those who 
consider themselves rul- 
ers of the people have 
power over them. And 
the officers exercise au- 
thority over them, 


26. But it ought not to 
be so among you: who- 
ever will be great among 
you let him be a sery- 
ant; 

27. And whoever will 
be first, let him be a 
slave. 


26. He who is as the 
younger is greatest, and 
he who is as the servant 
is first. 


28. For the son of man 
did not declare himself 
to be ministered to, but 
to minister and lay down 
his life, as a ransom for 
what is great. 


to Jesus as to why 


That is in the power of 


the Father, and is given variously, like the different 


amounts of the talents. 


erated in spirit like me. 
(e) moAAd in the plural means something important, 


great. 


But you can live and be regen- 
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This last verse and Mark x. 45, which serve as the 
chief foundation of the misunderstanding, from which 
has resulted the stupid and immoral dogma of the re- 
demption, has a simple and clear meaning, which follows 
strictly from the meaning of the whole passage. 


The son of man is the only essence of the divinity 
which is to be found in all men. The existence of the 
son of man consists in nothing but the return to the source 
of God. The comprehension of the one God in all men 
is what we call life. In returning to the one source, the 
son of man reéstablishes his unity. From this results 
the love of men among themselves. From this results the 
first commandment, the love of God, and the second, 
which is similar to it, the love of our neighbour. 

The earthly life consists in nothing but giving it asa 
ransom for the true hfe. The sons of Zebedee want to 
be like Jesus, just as wise as he. He says to them, Why 
do you want this? You can live and be regenerated in 
the spirit like me; consequently you want it, in order to 
be more important than the rest. 

According to my teaching there is no more and less, 
no important and unimportant. To govern their nations, 
kings have to be greater and more important than others, 
but you do not need this, for according to my teaching 
it is more advantageous to be less than the rest. Accord- 
ing to my teaching one must be a servant, a slave of 
everybody. My teaching consists only in this, that it is 
the business of the son of man to lay down his carnal 


flesh for others, in order to receive the true life. 
11. *"H)Oe yap 6 vlds 


Matt. xviii. 11. For 11. It is the business 


To0 avOpwrov cHoat TO 
drodwNés. 

12. Th bytr doxet; éav 
yévnral Tim avOpworw 
éxatov mpoBatra, Kal 
wravndy ev é€& abrav: 


the Son of man is comes 
to save that which was 
lost. * 

12. How think ye? if a 
man have a_ hundred 
sheep, and one of them 
be gone astray, doth he 
not leave the ninety and 


of the son of man to 
save what is perishing. 


12. How do you think? 
If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them 
goes astray, does he not 
leave the ninety-nine, 
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ovxl, dels Ta Evvevnkov- 
taevvéa, emi Ta dbpn 
mopevdels (nret TO m)a- 
VWLEVOY ; 

13. Kal dav yévnra 
evpety abd, auny éyw 
but, bre xalper én’ av- 
TP paddov, A emi rots 
évvevnkovtaevvéa Tots LN 
TET NAVNWEVOLS. 

6. Kal, é\@wy els rov 

olkov, cvyKadel Tovs ol- 
ous Kal Tovs yelrovas, 
Aéywr avrots, Zuyxd- 
pnré por, Stu etpov 7d 
mpoBardov you Td amrodw- 
Nébs. 
' 14. Otrws otk éore 
OéXnua eumporbey Tov 
mat pos Udy Tov év ovpa- 
vots, twa amdbAnro. els 
TOv pukpOv ToTwr. 


nine, and goeth into the 
mountains, and seeketh 
that which is gone 
astray? 


13. And if so be that 
he find it, verily I sa 
unto you, he rejoicet 
more of that sheep, than 
of the ninety and nine 
which went not astray. 


Lukexv. 6. And when 
he cometh home, he call- 
eth together his friends 
and neighbours, saying 
unto them, Rejoice with 
me; for I have found 
my sheep which was 
iost. 


Matt. xviii. 14. Even 
so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish. 
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and go everywhere to 
find the one which has 
gone astray? 


13. And if it happens 
that he finds it, you 
know yourselves that he 
rejoices more at this one 
sheep, than at _ the 
ninety-nine that have 
not gone astray. 


6. And when he comes 
home, he calls his neigh- 
pours, and says, I re- 
joice, I have found the 
sheep that went astray. 


14. Even so it is the 
will of your Father in 
heaven that not one of 
these little men should 
perish. 


(a) I translate 7AGe by the words 7 is the business of, 
since the words, The son of man came to, mean pre- 


cisely this. 


ambiguity of the word came. 


I prefer this turn, because it excludes the 


The verse from Luke xv., continuing the comparison, 


breaks the sense of the parable, and, strengthening the 
meaning of joy in heaven, introduces a false idea about 
somebody’s greater joy with the sinner than with the 
righteous man, and so I retain the words of Matthew, 
applying them to the following parables in Luke. 

The sense of the parables results from Matthew’s first 
utterance that the son of man came to save what is 
perishing. Men rejoice in the return of what is lost, and 
direct all their forces to this. Even such is the aim of 
the son of man, for it is the will of the Father, who 
sent the light into the world, to return to himself the 
comprehension. 


8. "H rls yuvh dpax- 
A ‘ Luke xv. 8. Either 8. If a woman _loses 
Has éxovoa déxa, édy what woman having ten one out of ten dimes, 
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amohéoyn Spaxuny ular, 
ovxt admrre A’Vxvor, Kal 
capot Thy oiklay, kal 
gnret ériped@s, ws STov 
een j 

9. Kal ebpotoa cvyxa- 
Netra Tas Piras kal Tas 
yelrovas, Méyouca, Zvy- 
xapnré por, Src evipov 
Thy Spaxunv hy amrw- 
deca. 

10. Olvrw, Aéyw byiv, 
xapa ylverar évwriov 
Tav ayyédwy Tod Geod 
émt évl duapTwrX@ pera- 
vooovTt. 

7. Aéywr pds avrovs, 


8. “Orav KrnOns vd 
Tivos eis ‘ydmous, phy 
KaTakXub7s els Thy Tpw- 
ToKNglay: pnmoTe €vTt- 
porepds cou 7 KekAnLEevos 
tn’ adbrod, 

9. Kal €\@@y 6 cé kal 
avrov Kadéoas épel cou, 
Ads tovtw Témov Kal 
rore dpéy met aloxvvns 
Tov €oxatov Témov karé- 
xe. 

10. ’AAN dray Kdy- 
Ons, mopevOels dvdmecov 
els rov €xxaTov Tébrov: 
iva, Srav €On 6 KekdAn- 
Kws oe, ely cot, Plre, 
mpocavaBnOt dvurepov: 
tore tora cor ddéa évw- 
TOV TOY TUVAVAKELMLEVWY 
ool. 

11. “Ore ras 6 tWav 
éavrov TamewwOnoeTat: 
kal 6 Tameway éavTdv 
WWwOnoeT at. 

47. ‘O 6é’Inaods (dw 
Tov diadoyiopoy THS Kap- 
dlas avr ar, 

39. Kal Néyer ad’rots, 
Ei ris O€\ec rpGros elvar, 
Zora, mavTwy eéoxaros, 
kal mdvTwy didKovos. 


pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not 
light a candle, and sweep 
the house, and seek dili- 
gently till she find it? 


9. And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her 
friends and her neigh- 
bours together, saying, 
Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece 
which I had lost. 


10. Likewise, I say un- 
to you, there is joy in 
the presence of the 
angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. 


Luke xiv. 7. And he 
put forth a parable. 

8. When thou art bid- 
den of any man to a wed- 
ne sit not down in 
the highest room, lest a 
more honourable man 
than thou be bidden of 
him; 


9, And he that bade 
thee and him come and 
say to thee, Give this 
man place; and thou 
begin with shame to 
take the lowest room, 


10. But when thou art 
bidden, go and sit down 
in the lowest room; that 
when he that bade thee 
cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up 
higher: then shalt thou 
have worship in the 
presence of them that 
sit at meat with thee. 


11. For whosoever ex- 
alteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. 


Lukein. 47. And Jesus, 
perceiving the thought 
of their heart, 


Mark ix. 39. And saith 
unto them, If any man 
desire to be first, the 
same shall be last of all, 
and servant of all. 
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she will light a candle, 
and sweep the house 
and seek diligently, till 
she finds it. 


_.9. And when she finds 
it, she says to her neigh- 
bours, I rejoice, for I 
have found the dime I 
had lost. 


10. Even so your Father 
in heaven wishes that 
not one of these little 
people be lost, 


7. And he said to them, 


8. When thou art called 
toa by Nat do not sit 
down in the front corner, 
for it might happen that 
a more honoured guest 
than thou is invited; 


9, And the host will 
come and say to thee, 
Yield thy place to him; 
for then thou wilt in 
shame sit down in the 
lowest place. 


10. But when thou art 
invited, go and sit down 
in the lowest place, that 
when the host sees thee, 
he may say, Friend, sit 
up higher; then thou 
wilt be honoured in the 
presence of the guests. 


11. For whoever exalts 
himself will be abased; 
and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted. 


47. And Jesus knew 
their thoughts, 


35. And said to them, 
He who wants to be first 
will be the last of all, 
and a servant of all. 
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Representing to themselves the kingdom of God as 
something earthly, the disciples dispute again as to who 
of them is better, and ask, Who is greater ? 

Jesus says, It is impossible to be better and greater 
than another, because the kingdom of God consists in 
regarding others as better than oneself. The moment a 
man begins to measure’ himself with others, asking him- 
self who is better, he places himself in unloving relations, 
and so at once becomes worse. And so it is not possible 
to be better in the kingdom of God: this is so from 
the essence of the kingdom of God, and cannot be other- 
wise. 

Even so, if a guest at a wedding makes for the front 
corner, he disgraces himself. And if the guest humbles 
himself and sits down at a distance, he will be brought 
out and honoured. Aggrandizement is incompatible with 


what is the kingdom of God. 


THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON 


11. Hire 62, “AvOpw- 
mos TLs elxe Svo viovs: 


12. Kal eirev 6 vew- 
repos avray T@ marTpl, 
Iidrep, dds por 7d éne- 
Badrov wépos THs ovolas. 
kal OvetAev avrots Tov 
Blov. 

13. Kal per’ od mod- 
Aas nudpas cuvayayav 
dmravTa 6 vewrepos vids 
amednuncev eis xwpay 
paxpayv, Kal éxe? SverKdp- 
mise THY ovolay avrod, 
(Ov adowrws. 

14. Aaravynoavros 6é 
avtov mavra, éyévero 
Auos laoxupds Kara THY 
Xwpav éxelyyny, kal avros 
Hptato vorepeta bar. 

15. Kat ropevfels éxod- 
AAOy Evl rv rodit ay 


Tuke «xv. 11. And he 
said, A certain man had 
two sons: 

12, And the younger 
of them said to his 
father, Father, give me 
the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he 
divided unto them his 
living. 


13. And not many days 
after the younger son 
gathered all together, 
and took his journey 
into a far country, and 
there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous liv- 
ing. 


14. And when he had 
spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that 
land; and he began to 
be in want. 


15. And he went and 
joined himself to a citi- 


11. And Jesus said, 
A certain peasant had 
two sons: : 

12. And the younger 
of them said to his 
father, Father, give me 
my portion. And the 
father gave it to him. 


13. And soon after the 
younger son took his 
whole portion, and went 
away; and he squan- 
dered all his substance. 


14, When he had spent 
all, there arose a great 
famine in that land; and 
he began to suffer want. 


1. And he joined a 
citizen; and he sent him 
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THS Xwpas éxelvys: Kal 
éreuwer avbrov els Tos 
aypovs attod BboKew 
xolpous. 

16. Kal éreOUwe ye- 
ploat THY KowWlav abrod 
ard T&v Kepatiwy dy 
HoO.ov oi xotpo.- Kal ov- 
dels €d150u avT@. 

17. His éavrdy dé éd- 
Oey eitre, Ildc0e piodroi 
Tov marpds mov mepic- 
cevovo.v dptwy, éyw dé 
Auyu@ dardddrvpa ; 


18. "Avaoras sopev- 
couar mpos Tov maTépa 
wou, kal ép@ avr@, IId- 
Tep, uaprov els Tov ov- 
pavoyv kal évwmidy cou: 

19. Kal ovxére ett 
dévos KAnOAvae vids cov: 
molnody pe ws Eva TaV 
bug Olwy cov. 

20. Kal dvacras AOE 
mpos Tov TaTépa EavTod. 
"Ere dé avrod paxpay 
améxovtos, eldev adrov 6 
warThp avrov,kal éorhay- 
xvlcOn, Kal Spaycry éré- 
mecev érl Tov TPAx Nov 
avrov, Kal xarepidnoev 
avrop. 

21. Eire 6€ atr@ 6 
vids, Idrep, Huaprov els 
roy ovpavoy Kal évwmudy 
cou, Kal ovxére eiul dEvos 
KAnORvat vids gov. 

22. Hire 6€ 6 rarnp 
apos Tovs Sovhous avrod, 
’Réevéyxate Thy oTodHv 
Thy mpwernv, Kal évdv- 
cate .avrov, kal dre 
daxrvrov els THY xElpa 


at’rod, kal wbrodjmara 
els Tovs médas’ 
23. Kal évéyxavres 


Tov pdcxov Tov oLTeEV- 
rov Otoate, Kal parydy- 
Tes evppavOGpev: 


zen of that country; and 
he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine, 


16. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with 
the husks that the swine 
did eat: and no man 
gave unto him. 


17. And when he came 
to himself, he said, How 
many hired servants of 
my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, 
and [ perish with hun- 
ger! 

18. I wil! arise and go 
to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, 


19. And am no more 
worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of 
thy hired servants. 


20. And he arose, and 
came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw 
him, and had compas- 
sion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed 
him. 


21. And the son said 
unto him, Father,I have 
sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight, and am 
no more worthy to be 
called thy son. 


22. But the father said 
to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and 
put it on him; and puta 
ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: 


93. And bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill 
it; and let us eat, and 
be merry: 
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into the field to herd 
swine. 


16. Nobody gave him 
anything, and he was 
glad to eat the acorns 
that the swine ate. 


17. And he reflected, 
and said, How many 
hired servants of my 
father’s have bread 
enough to eat, and I 
perish with hunger! 


18. I will go to my 
father, and will say to 
him, Father, I am guilty 
toward God and toward 
thee, 


19. And am not worthy 
to be called thy son: 
take me for a hired 
servant. 


20. And he got up and 
went to his father. And 
his father recognized 
him at a distance, and 
groaned, and ran toward 
him, and embraced his 
neck, and kissed him. 


21. And the son said, 
Father, I am_ guilty 
toward God and toward 
thee, and am not worthy 
to be thy son. 


22. But the father said 
to his servants, Bring 
the best coat, and dress 
him; and I will puta 
costly ring on his hand, 


and give him good 
shoes ; 
23. And bring the 


fatted calf, and kill it; 
and we shall rejoice, 
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24. “Ore obros 6 vids 
pov vexpos hv, Kal avé- 
fnoe Kal drodkwdas Fy, 
kal ebpéOn. Kal ApEavro 
evppalver ba. 

25. “Hv 6é 6 vids 
avTov 6 mpecBirepos év 
dyp@e: Kal ws épxduevos 
Hyywe TH olkla, AKovce 
ouppuwvias kal xopwr: 

2U. Kal mpooxaeod- 
pevos tva TOV Taldwy, 
éruvOaveto Ti ein TavTa. 

27. ‘O 6é eirev ate, 
"Ore d adehpbs cou Hee’ 
kal 20vcev 6 maryHp cov 
Tov pocxov Tov oLTEU- 
Tov, bri bytalvovra abrov 
am éhaBev. 

28. ’Opylobn Se, Kal 
ovx HOedev eicedOelv. 6 
ody marip avrov éehOar 
mapexdder avr dv. 

29. ‘O 6é droxpibels 
elre TQ aarpl, ’Léod, 
Tocatra érn dovhedw coL, 
Kal obdéroTe €vTOAHY Gov 
mapHror, kal éuol ovdé- 
mote €dwxas Epipov, iva 
mera THY Pitwy pov 
evppavda. 

30. “Ore 6é 6 vids cov 
ovTos 6 KaTapaywv gov 
tov Blov pera troprdv 
HrAOev, ZOvoeas av’T@ Tov 
pooxor Toy orrevToy. 

81, ‘O 6é efev aira, 
Téxvoyv, ov mdvrore per’ 
€uod ef, kal mdvra rd 
éud od éoruy. 

82. EvdpavOjvar 6é 
Kal xaphvar %e, dru 6 
dbeApds cov ofros vexpds 
hv, kat dvétnoe: Kal daro- 
Awras Hr, Kal evpeOn. 

14. Otrws otk éore 
Oénua eumpocbev Tod 
mat pos vudv Tov év odpa- 
vots, Wa aarddnrar ets 
TOY piKpOv ToUTwWY. 


24. For this my sor 
was dead, and is alive 
avain; he was lost, and 
is found. And they be- 
gan to be merry. 


25. Now his elder son 
was in the field: and as 
he came and drew nigh 
to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 


26. And he called one 
of the servants, and 
asked what these things 
meant. 

27. And he said unte 
him, Thy brother is 
come; and tiy father 
hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath 
received him safe and 
sound. 


28. And he was angry, 
and would not go in: 
therefore came his 
father out, and en- 
treated him. 


29. And he answering 
said to his father, Lo, 
these many years do I 
serve thee, neither trans- 
gressed I at any time thy 
commandment; and yet 
thou never gavest me a 
kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends: 


30. But as soon as this 
thy son was come, which 
hath devoured thy living 
with harlots, thou hast 
killed for him the fatted 
calf. 


81. And he said unto 
him, Son, thon art ever 
with me, and all that 
I have is thine, 


82. It was meet that 
we should make merry, 
and be glad: for this thy 
brother was dead, and 
is alive again; and was 
lost, and is found. 


Matt. xviii. 14. Even 
so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish. 
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24. For this son of 
mine was like one dead, 
and is alive again. He 
was lost, and is found. 
And he began to be 
merry. 


25. But his elder son 
was at that time in the 
field: and as he came 
up, he heard music and 
dancing. ; 


26. And he called up a 
boy, and asked, What is 
going on at our house? 


27. And the boy said, 
Thy brother has come 
and thy father has ha 
the fatted calf killed, 
because he has returned 
safe. 


28" And the elder 
brother was angry, and 
would not go in. His 
father went out, and 
ealled him. 


29. And the elder son 
said, These many years 
have I served thee, and 
have not disobeyed thy 
command, and thou hast 
not as much as given me 
a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends. 


30. But this son of 
thine has squandered 
thy possessions with 
harlots, and as soon as 
he came home, thoy 
hast killed for him the 
fatted calf. 

$1. And the father said 
to him, Thou art always 
with me, and all that 
I have is thine. 


32. But how can I help 
being happy, since thy 
brother was dead, and 
is alive again: he was 
lost, and is found. 


14. Evenso your Father 
in heaven does not want 
one man, even the least, 
to perish, 
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The son of man came, that is, lives, exists, in order 


to save what is perishing. 
the comprehension of men to himself. 


life lie. 


His existence is the return of 


In this does his 


Those who are with him, are with him, and he 


does not feel them; but those who have departed from 
him, those he calls and seeks. 


THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD 


1. Kal fpéaro atrots 
év mapaBodais éyer, 
"Aumedova ep reucev 
&vOpwtros, Kal repréOnke 
ppayuov, Kal dpvtev 
brodhvov, Kal wKodd- 
pnoe rwipyov, kal €£éd0T0 
atrov yewpyots, Kal dae- 
OnUNTE. 

2. Kal daéareuXe pos 
rods yewpyovds TH Kaip@ 
dod\ov, iva Tapa THY 
yewpy@v ha By aro Tob 
Kapirod Tov dumreh@vos: 

3. Oi dé AaBdvres avd- 
tov Zdepav, Kal daré- 
oTelhay Kevov. 

4. Kal mddw aré- 
oTeike pds avrovs, &X- 
Nov dovrov: © KaKetvoy 
AuBoBorAravres éxepa- 
Aalwoay, kal dwéorethay 
AT Lud LEVOV. 

5. Kal mdduv &)ddov 
améorede* KaKElVoy am é- 
xrewvay: Kal mod)ovs &d- 
Rous, Tods pev dépovres, 
Tous é¢ droKrelvortes. 

6. “Ere ofy éva vidv 
éxwy dyarnrov atrod, 
dméoreire Kal avrov pods 
atrovs érxaTov, héywr, 
"Ore évtparyzovTa TOV 
vidy jLov. 

7. 'Exetvor 6é of yewp- 
yot eiov mpos éavTods, 


Mark xii. 1. And he 
began to speak unto 
them by parables A 
eertain man planted a 
vineyard, and set a 
hedge about it, and 
digged a place for the 
winefat, and built a 
tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went 
into a far country. 


2. And at the season 
he sent to the busband- 
men a servant, that he 
might receive from the 
husbandmen of the fruit 
of the vineyard. 


3. And they caught 
him, and beat him, and 
sent him away empty. 


4, And again he sent 
unto them another 
servant; and at him 
they cast stones, and 
wounded him in the 
head, and sent him away 
shamefully handled. 


5. And again he sent 
another; and him they 
killed, and many others; 
beating some, and kill- 
ing some. 


6. Having yet there- 
fore one son, his well 
beloved, he sent him 
also last unto them, 
saying, They will rever- 
ence my son. 


7. But those husband- 
men said among them- 
selves, This is the heir; 


1. And he began to 
speak to them im para- 
bles. A wan planted a 
garden, and edged it 
in, and dug a pond, and 
built a house, and let it 
out to peasants, and 
himself departed. 


2, And at the proper 
time he sent to the 
peasants a servant, to 
receive from them by 
agreement the fruits of 
the garden. 


3. The peasants caught 
the servant, and beat 
him, and sent him away 


empty. 

4. The master sent 
another servant; and 
they stoned him, and 
wounded him in the 


head, and handled him 
disgracefully, and sent 
him away. 


5. The master sent 
again another. And 
they killed him, And 
they beat and killed 
many other servants 
who were sent to thein. 


6. The master had a 
beloved son, and finally 
he sent him to them, 
saying, Maybe they will 
respect my son. 


7. But the peasants 
said to themselves, This 
is the master himself. 
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"Ore obrés éariv 6 KAN- 
povouos: detre, amoxTel- 
yvoev avrov, Kal nudv 
éorat 4 KAnpovoula. 

8. Kal AaBdyres av- 
Tov améxTevav, kal é&é- 
Badov %&w Tod dre- 
A@vos. ; 

9. Tk ob momjoan oO 
KUplos TOD duaTEh@vos ; 

41. Aéyouow aire, 
Kakovs kak@s dmoéoer 
avrovs: Kal Tov durre- 
h@va €xddcerar &ddows 
yewpyots, olrives arodw- 
cove. atr@ Tovs Kap- 
movs €v Tots Katpots av- 
TOD. ; 

42. Aéyer avrots 6 
"Inaods, Ovdérore avé- 
yuwre év Tals ypapats, 
* AlOov dv dredokivacav 
of olkodomotvTes otros 
éyevnOn eis Kepadhny yw- 
vias: mapa Kuplou éyé- 
veTo alTn, Kal ore Oav- 


pasth é€v dhbadpmots 
Huady 5’ 
43. Awa roiro Néyw 


vutv, bre apOjnoerar ad 
vudv 7 Bacirela rod 
Gcob, kal doOjncer ar €Over 
mowotvTt Tovs Kaprovs 
auras. 


come, let us kill him, 
and the _ inheritance 
shall be ours. 


8. And they took him, 
and killed him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard. 


9. What shall there- 
fore the lord of the vine- 
yard do? 

Matt. «vi. 41. They 
say unto him, He will 
miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and _ will 
let out his vineyard un- 
to other husbandmen, 
which shall render him 
the fruits ia their sea- 
sons. 


42. Jesus saith unto 
them, Did ye never read 
in the Scriptures, The 
stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the 
corner: this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes?4 


43. Therefore say I un- 
to you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from 
you, and given to a na- 
tion bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. 
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Let us kill him, and 
everything will be ours. 


8. And they took him, 
and killed him, and 
threw him out of the 
garden. 


9. What was the mas- 
ter of the garden to do? 


41. They replied to 
him, Let him kill these 
murderers, and let out 
the garden to_ others, 
who will give him the 
fruits of the garden. 


42. And Jesus said to 
them, Did you never 
read in the Scripture, 
The stone which the 
builders rejected be- 
came the keystone. This 
keystone is from God, 
and it is marvellous in 
our eyes. 


43. Therefore I tell 
you, You will be de- 
prived of the kingdom 
of God, and it will be 
given to those who bring 
forth its fruits. 


(a) This passage — the reference to the keystone — is 
based on Psalm CX VIIL: 
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stone of the corner. 


The stone which the builders refused is become the head 


23. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 


These verses have no definite meaning in the Book of 
Psalms and do not explain the connection of these verses 


with the parable. 


In the New Testament there are three 


references to the stone in the same sense: 
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Acts iv. 10. Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. 

11. This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. ; 

1 Peter wv. 6. Wherefore also it is contained in the Scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and 
he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Rom. ix. 31. But Israel, which followed after the law of 
righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as 
it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that 
stumblingstone ; 

33. As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone 
and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not 
be ashamed. 


In all these passages the meaning of the stone is the 
foundation of everything, the foundation of life and of 
the teaching. 

Theswords corner stone as an expression of the founda- 
tion of everything are first met with in Isaiah, and so we 
must quote the passage in Isaiah, to make the present 
one clear: 


14. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men, 
that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. 

15. Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with 
death, and with hell are we at agreement ; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we 
have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid 
ourselves : 

16. Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

17. Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to 
the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and the waters shall overflow the hiding-place. 

18. And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and 
your agreement with hell shall not stand. 
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So this is the meaning of the foundation stone. The 
stone which will stand against death is justice and right- 
eousness. And this stone, according to the verses of the 
psalm, men began to build with, but refused. And yet it 
is given by God, and for us it is marvellous. 


This parable, which is full of the deepest meaning, is 
entirely lost on account of the particular meaning which 
is ascribed to it. The parable directly continues the idea 
of the preceding one about the labourer who came from 
the field, —that faith is not based on what men will 
promise us, but.on the knowledge of our relation to God. 
This relation is expressed in the labourers in the garden, 
in the labourer coming from the field, and now is ex- 
pressed from a new side. Jesus places himself on the 
standpoint of carnal people, who are convinced that life 
is given to them for their amusement, and who then con- 
demn that spiritual foundation of life which rejects the 
carnal life. This parable clearly advances the idea, which 
is expressed in the labourer who hid the talent in the 
‘ground, and then scolded the master for being cruel and 
taking where he had not put away. Jesus expresses, as 
in all didactic passages, the same fundamental idea of his 
teaching, that life is a gift of God, a divine principle, and 
that man, having come to understand this, is able, by 
uniting with the principle of life, to save his true life. 
But in this parable Jesus expresses this idea from another 
side: he shows what becomes of those people who do not 
understand it and do not wish to understand it. He 
shows how absurd life becomes for those who imagine 
that there is but the carnal life. He says, The condition 
of men in the world is like the condition of the labourers 
in a garden which is not their own. It is necessary to 
work, to live. Whether you wish it, or not, you will work, 
and you will live, but not for yourselves. No matter how 
you may live and work, you will be working for others, in 
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a stranger’s garden. If you du not acknowledge the mas- 
ter of the garden, him who has sent me hither, and will 
not do what he has commanded, he will drive you away, 
and will send others. 

The sower sows: some seeds perish, others grow. The 
men who do not do the will of God, perish, and others 
are put in their place. The chief significance of the 
parable is a negative one. Jesus vividly portrays the ab- 
surdity of life, if there is no master andao definite will of 
the master. As soon as men shall forget the master and 
shall not know him, life will appear as a senseless game: 
to work all one’s life, to labour for another, to hear cer- 
tain demands of conscience, which lead to nothing, to 
drown them, and then to perish. And if we do not recog- 
nize the master, there is not any other life, and there can- 
not be. Life is an absurdity. Life receives a meaning 
only when people recognize the master and give to him 
his fruits, when men recognize God, work for him, and 
unite their life with God’s will. , 

A master hired some labourers. Some came in the 
morning, others at noon, others again in the evening. 
The master gave the same wages to all. 

And when those who worked from the morning rebuked 
the master, the master said, Have I promised you more? 
If thou art not satisfied, it is because thou art evil. 

Carnal life is given to men that they may lay it down 
for the non-temporal life. And in laying down one lie 
and receiving another, thou askest what thy reward will 
be, or why thou hast not the reward which thou wishest 
+o have. When thy servant serves thee, dost thou thank 
him for it? Dost thou ask what reward he is to get for 
it? He did what he had to do, and he receives the 
stated reward for his labour, — his food and home. 

Even so, no man who has entered into the kingdom of 
God, who lives by the will of God, can either compare 
himself with others, or find his reward great or small. 
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This is the one true life, the.one good, and there can be 
no greater and no smaller good. 


5. Kal eirov of amé- 
aToda T@ Kuply, Ipdo- 
Oes Hucy lore. 

6. Eire 6é 6 Kupus, 
Hi efxere mlorw ws KbK- 
Kov ouvdrews, édéveTe 
dv TH ovKaulyy Tavry, 
"ExpucdOnri, kal pured- 
Onte ev TH Oaddooy: Kat 
banKovoev dv butv. 


Luke xvii. 5. And the 
apostles said unto the 
Lord, Increase our faith. 


6. And the Lord said, 
If ye had faith as¢ a 
grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say unto this 
sycamine tree, Be thou 
plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in 
the sea; and it should 
obey you.! 


5. And the disciples 
said to Jesus, Cause us 
to believe. 


6. And Jesus said, If 
you had faith like a 
birch seed, you would 
say, Tree, go and trans- 
plant thyself into the 
sea, and it would obey 
you. 


(a) ws means like, that is, the faith, the likeness of 
which I represent by a mustard seed. A mustard seed 
can by no means be taken as a picture of the smallest 
thing. It is never used in this sense: a mustard seed is 
used in the sense of the resemblance to the kingdom of 
heaven, which is found within men, and here it must 
have the same significance. 

(b) The last part of the verse ought to be interrogative. 
From the construction of the Greek sentence, these words 
may be rendered by, You would say, and it would obey ; 
but then the conjunction «al is wanting before éAéyere. 
But if these words are rendered in an interrogative form, 
the particle 47 is wanting. Neither translation is exact, 
but witi the first we get no meaning, while with the 
second the meaning is clear, and continuous with the rest 
of the speech. 

This passage, which appears so monstrously senseless 
according to the interpretation of the church, is especially 
important, because it gives an exact definition of what 
Jesus calls faith. The church sees in this nothing but 
the possibility of doing miracles (Gospel of Luke, pp. 
488 and 489): 


Increase our faith: Add to our faith, strengthen our faith. 
The demand of the Lord that our neighbour be forgiven his 
transgressions, in case of his repentance, seemed difficult of 
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execution to the apostles, so that they felt here the need of hav- 
ing their faith strengthened, and asked the Lord for it. The 
all-forgiveness of our neighbour is a high triumph of love, the 
highest victory over egoism ; and such a triumph, such a victory 
can be only the fruit of strong faith. 

If ye had, etc.: The Lord does not therewith deny the pres- 
ence of faith in the souls of his disciples, but at the same time 
shows how distant their faith is from that stage on which they 
were to enter in time, and on which they actually entered. 

This sycamine tree: Obviously the Lord pointed to some syca- 
mine tree which was growing near by. 

It should obey you: The tree is represented as though it were 
alive and rational ; it would obey the command of the apostles, 
if they reached the degree of faith necessary for it. 

But which of you, ete.: The connection of this parable with 
the preceding instruction of the Saviour is as follows: Your 
faith, when it has grown in your soul,*will be such that it will 
produce great miracles; but take care of yourselves: beware of 
pride and self-conceit as to your own deserts, that you may not 
lose the fruits of such faith. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. L, pp. 507 and 508): 


Dans le troisitme fragment, la réponse ne va pas bien a la 
question. I] serait possible que Luc, ne connaissant pas l’occa- 
sion dans laquelle Jésus avait fait sa déclaration assez paradoxale, 
ait supposé, de son chef, qu’elle avait été provoquée par une ques- 
tion des disciples. En tout cas, le passage paralléle (Matt. xvii. 
20) nous empéchera de traduire cette question par: Augmente | 
notre foi! & quoi Jésus aurait répondu: un peu suffit, pourvu 
qu'elle soit vivante et réelle. Mais le peu dont parle Jésus n’est 
pas opposé & une demande de plus ; il est opposé a rien du tout. 
Il reprochait aux disciples de n’avoir pu opérer de guérison faute 
de foi. Is pouvaient done lui dire : Donne-nous-en! Mais que 
cette demande ait été formulée ou non, Jésus n’y répond pas, par 
une trés-simple raison: la foi ne se donne pas de la main a la 
main (quoi qu’en disent les théologiens) ; elle vient du dedans, 
elle nait spontanément, et sa puissance est telle que, pour parler 
dune maniére figurée, la plus petite quantité, le germe déja, suf- 
fit pour faire impossible. Celui qui en est & la demander, ne la 
posséde pas, autrement il se sentirait aussi la puissance quelle 
confére. La réponse de Jésus, en supposant la demande faite 
réellement, contient donc implicitement un refus et un regret. 
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This passage has a deep significance. The disciples 
say, Increase our faith. And he tells them what faith is. 
He says, If you had the faith which I defined to you by 
the semblance of the mustard seed, which is the smallest 
of all seeds, from which grow the largest trees, you would 
not be looking for more faith. The faith, which is like 
the mustard seed, is the faith in this, that the seed which 
seems the smallest is the germ of what is immense, the 
faith in this, that what is least noticeable in you, life, 
the spirit, is a germ of the true hfe. If you believed in 
this, that is, if you knew it as unquestionably as you 
know that a tree will grow out of the mustard seed, 
you would not be asking for an increase of faith. Faith 
is an unquestionable knowledge. And here he utters 
those words which can have a double explanation. If 
the last words of Verse 6 mean what the church under- 
stands by them, he says, If you had such faith, you would 
not be asking, and nothing would appear remarkable to 
you; but if these words have an interrogative sense, then 
he says, Faith is indubitable knowledge, so that if you 
know what you are, if you know that you have within 
you the germ of the spirit of God, according to the 
parable of the mustard seed, then you need no miracles. 
There can be nothing more miraculous than that there is 
‘in you a germ of the spirit of God. Thus, in either ver- 
sion, this verse points to this, that the foundation of 
everything is the consciousness of the spirit of God, and 
that there can be nothing more miraculous and more con- 
vincing than that. Then the subsequent parable of the 
labourer coming from the field follows directly from it. 
The whole truth of the mustard seed is this, that within 
thee there is a germ of God, that within is the son of man, 
sent to thee from God, and all thou hast to do is to fulfil 
that for which thou art sent. 

7. Ths 6¢ €& budy dof- Lukexvit.7.Butwhich 7. If thou hast a 


No vuCV ON SOT OIG TE of you, having a servant labourer ploughing or 
x OEP. y ploughing or feeding herding and he returns 
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mowmalvovra, ods e€iced- 
Odvte é€k Tod aypod éper 
evOéws, TlapehOwy dvd- 
TET QL" 

> A 

8. “ANN odxl épe? ad- 

bin? : 
Tw, Erotuacov ti dea- 
Tyyow, Kal mepifwodpe- 
vos duakdver por, ws pd- 
yw kat mlw: Kal pera 
TaiTa payecar kal mle- 
Tat av; 

A 

9. Mh xdpu éxa Te 
dovAw éxelvm, Ore érol- 
noe TH diaTaxOévTa av- 
TW; Ov OoKa. 

10. Otrw Kal dels, 
Tay moinonre TWavYTa TA 
GuaraxGévra vty, é- 

a ORS 
yete, Ore dotror dx petol 
: fee Ng soba 
éopev: Sti 8 wHhelNomev 


cattle, will say unto him 
by and by, when he is 
come from the field, Go 
and sit down to meat? 


8. And will not rather 
say unto him, Make 
ready wherewith I may 
sup, and gird thyself, 
and serve me, till I have 
eaten and drunken; and 
afterward thou shalt eat 
and drink? 


9. Doth he thank that 
servant because he did 
the things that were 
commanded him? I trow 
not. 


10. So likewise’ ye, 
when ye shall have done 
all those things which 
are commanded you, say, 
We are unprofitable 
servants: we have done 
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from the field, wilt thou 
say to him at once, Seat 
thyself at the table? 


8. No, thou wilt say, 
Friend, get my supper 
ready, and serve me 
while I eat and drink; 
and then sit down thy- 
self, and eat and drink, 


9. Dost thou thank the 
labourer very much, be- 
cause he has done what 
thou hast commanded 
him todo? Hardly. 


10. Even so you, when 
you shall have done what 
you are commanded to 
do, must think of your- 
selves that you have not 
done more than unprofit- 


that which was our duty 


able labourers, and only 
to do. 


what was wanted of you. 


What we call the earthly life is death. To-day, to- 
morrow, it will come to an end. We need only reflect on 
what we can acquire in it, in order to understand that 
everything of this earth is like the beginning of a struc- 
ture which we cannot finish, and that its significance is 
only the possibility of life in God, which is not destroyed. 
We must make use of this possibility ; in this alone does 
the true life lie. Whether it is good or bad; whether we 
like it or not; whether, according to our ideas, we find it 
just or not, is a matter of indifference: it is so, and there 
is nothing else. When we find this unjust, it is so 
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because we measure it with an earthly measure. In the 
true life there is no greater and no lesser. He says, A 


good master gives alike to all, both to those who work 
since the morning and to those who work since noon. 
And thou art offended, because the master is good. 
Evidently thou art evil, if thou canst not comprehend 
the true good, which does not measure and reward, but 
pours forth everywhere and at all times. And he says to 
them, Thou askest what thy reward will be; conse- 
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quently thou wantest thanks from somebody. For 
what does this gratitude belong to thee? For doing 
what thou shouldst do in order to live? For this thou 
wantest gratitude? If thou wantest to look upon God, 
as the labourer looks upon his master, look that way. 
The labourer works, and for the work he is fed, and that 
is all. Maybe we should like to sit on thrones in heaven, 
and have a hundred wives, and all that; but it is not my 
fault, not I have invented this, that it is impossible to 
have it, that all this is death. To-day thou livest; 
to-morrow thou wilt be dead and rotten, and nothing 


will be left. 
from it. 


That is so, and thou canst not escape 


In this world of death I teach you how to obtain 
the true life; amidst perdition I give you the plank 


of salvation. 
because thou hast 


try to save thyself. 


saved me ? 


And you ask, What will be my reward, 
Ask for no reward, but 


OF THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


20. ’AmexplOn adrois, 
kal elev, OK epxerac 7 
Bao.rela Tod Ocot pera 
TApaTnpyncews: 

21. Ovde epodory, dod 
Gde, 7. "Id0d éxet. (dod 
yap, 7 Bacirela Too Ocod 
évTds budy éor. 

22. Kite dé mpds rods 
baby as, *Edevoovra 
qpépa, re émiuunoere 
play T&v Huep@v Tod viod 
TOU avOpwrou idely, Kal 
ovk dere. 

23. Kat €poicw viv, 
"Idod Bde, 4, Td0d exer: 
Mh arddOnre, nde dub- 
Enre. 

24. "“Qorep yap 4 
aoTparh | doTpamrovea 
x Tis Um ovpavdv els Tv 


Luke «vii, 20. He an- 
swered them and said, 
The kingdom of God 
cometh not with obser- 
vation: 


21. Neither shall they 
say, Lo here! or, Lo 
there! for behold, the 
kingdom of God is with- 
in you. 

22. And he said unto 
the disciples, The days 
will come, when ye shall 
desire to see one of the 
days¢ of the Son of man, 
and ye shall not see it. 


23. And? they shall say 
to you, See here! or, See 
there! go not after them, 
nor follow them. 


24, For as the light- 
ning that lighteneth out 
of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the 


20. He said to them 
The kingdom of God 
does not come through 
anything happening. 


21. You will not be 
told, Here it is; or, 
There it is; for it is 


within you. 


22. And he said to the 
disciples, The time will 
come, when you _ will 
wish to see one of the 
days of salvation of the 
son of man, and you will 
not see it, 


23. And if they said to 
you, Here it is, there it 
is, GO not go after it, do 
not seek it. 


_24. For it shines like 
lightning from one end 
of the heavens to the 
other, Let the son of 
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other part under heaven; 
so also shall the Son of 
man be in his day. 


man be such in the day 
of his salvation. 


25. But first must he 
suffer many things, and 
be rejectede of this gen- 
eration.¢ 


25. But first he must 
suffer and bear from his 
birth. 


yeveds Tavrns. 


(@) nmépa in the plural, according to the Jewish idea, 
means /7f/c, as can be clearly seen from the following: 


Heb.v. 7. Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto 
him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in 
that he feared ; 


Heb. vit. 3. Without father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like 
unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 

Luke i. 7. And they had no child, because that Elizabeth was 
barren; and they both were now well stricken in yeafs. 


But here sjuépa has the meaning of day of salvation, 
that is, of the means of salvation, or simply salvation. 

Such a meaning is defined by Luke xvii. 27 and 28, 
and Matt. xxiv. 37, where it says that the day of the son 
of man will be the same as the day for Noah and Lot, 
when the first entered into the ark, and the second came 
out of Sodom. 

The same meaning of 7mépa occurs in: 


2 Cor. vi. 2. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: 
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.) 


(6) Many texts have here éav. 

(c) amodoxipacOAvar is translated by to be rejected, 
which this word has never meant, and never can mean. 
It means to demand, investigate, try. amo means separa- 
tion from, completion. . 

(d) yevea means birth. 


102 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


The discourse was begun about death, and is continued 
here. It says that man will inevitably die and perish, if 
he does not save himself through the teaching of Jesus. 
Wherein does this salvation consist? In exalting the 
spirit. How is the spirit to be exalted? And he says 
to them, The kingdom of God is neither here nor there, 
— itis within you. The time will come, when you shall 
feel the inevitableness of death and shall seek salvation, 
but you will not find what is passed. If they shall tell 
you, Here, there is salvation, do not believe them: the 
salvation of the son of man flashes suddenly, like light- 
ning; it is within you; it is only in the present moment 
of life; it is in the spirit, for which there is no time. 
Let man seek salvation in this present. And first of 


all let him suffer and endure much. 


26. Kal ‘xa@ws éyé- 
veTo €v Tats nuépais TOU 
N@e, otrws €orar Kal év 
Tals Nu€pars Tov viod Tod 
avOpwrrou. 

27. "Hotiov, émuvey, 
éyauour, éLeyapulfovro, 
a&xpe Hs nuépas elondrGe 
NGe els THy KiBwrdy, kal 
HrAOev 6 KaTakdvopes, 
kal drw@decev Aravras. 

28. ‘Ouolws kal ws 
éyévero ev rats juépats 
Awr:  Hobwv, emivov, 
wyopagov, émwmdouv, épv- 
Tevov, @Kkodduour- 

29. “H 6é nudépa é&fr- 
Oe A@r dd LDodduwv, 
eBpeke rp Kal Oeiov dw 
ovpavod, kal dmddecev 
dmavras: 

30. Kara ratra gorau 
T huépa 6 vids rod dy- 
Opeémov dmoxadtrrera. 


Luke xvii. 2%. Andas 
it was in the days of Noe, 
so shall it be also in the 
days¢ of the Son of man. 


27. They did eat, they 
drank, they married 
wives, they were given 
in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and the 
flood came, and des- 
troyed them all. 

28. Likewise also as 
it was in the days of 
Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they 
sold, they pianted, they 
builded; 


29. But the same day 
that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. 


30. Even thus shall it 
be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed. 


26. And as it was in 
the life of Noah, so it 
will be in the day of 
salvation of the son of 
man. 


27. They ate, they 
drank, they married, 
until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, 
and the fiood came, and 
destroyed them all, 


28. Even so it was in 
the days of Lot: they 
ate, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they 
planted, they built; 


29. But on the day 
that Lot went out of 
Sodom, it rained fire 
and brimstone, and all 
were destroyed. 


30. Even thus it will 
be in the day when the 
son of man is revealed. 


(2) In many texts sepa is given in the singular. 
Obviously suépa cwrnpias is meant here. 
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(>) 7 nmépa on the day in which the son of man is 
revealed. The day of the revelation of the human spirit 
is the same as the day of Noah and of Lot, that is, the 
day when they learned of their salvation. 


Just. as Noah and Lot were saved, so will man be 
saved when he has learned the meaning of the life of 
man, when he shall understand that life is in the spirit. 
Even so nothing changes or will be changed in the world, 
when each, having exalted the spirit of the son of man 
within him, leaves the cares of the world and steps out 
of it. And as the men perished who did not go out of it 
in the time of Lot, so the men of this world will perish if 
they have not transferred their life into the spirit of the 
son of man. — 

The coming of the son of man, or his declaration, is 
the manifestation of the life of the spirit, for which there 
is no death. And so what is meant by the coming of the 
son of man is death. The carnal death is, as it were, 
the separation of life from what is dead, like the flood 
and the rain of fire. All this passage is what in the 
language of the church is generally called the completion 
of time, the end of the world. 

This is what Reuss says about this place. (Vol. I., pp. 
609-611): 


D’aprés nos textes, Jésus aurait prédit: 1° la ruine de Jéru- 
salem ; 2° son propre retour pour l’établissement éclatant de son 
royaume ; 3° la connexité de ces deux faits; 4° leur proximité 
ou leur accomplissement pendant l’existence de la génération 
contemporaine. Or, il faut avant tout remarquer que ces textes 
ne sont pas les seuls du Nouveau Testament qui parlent de ces 
choses, et qu’on aurait tort de négliger les nombreux passages 
paralléles qui peuvent servir & l’intelligence de notre péricope. 
A la vérité, il n’est question nulle part ailleurs de la destruction 
de Jérusalem, et l’auteur de Apocalypse promet trés-explicite- 
ment la conservation du temple. En revanche, la perspective 
de la prochaine fin du monde, de la parousie du Christ pour une 
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époque antérieure & l’extinction totale de la présente génération, 
revient souvent et chez presque tous les auteurs du premier siécle ; 
VEvangile selon Saint-Jean est le seul livre qui ne reproduise 
pas cette idée. Dans nos évangiles synoptiques memes nous 
Yavons déja rencontrée plusieurs fois. 

Or la prédiction, ainsi formulée et-comprise, ne s’étant point 
réalisée, on a cherché différents moyens de sauvegarder lautorité 
du texte, malgré cet embarras provenant de la nature des faits 
positifs. Les orthodoxes ont dit que Jésus est revenu d’une 
manieére invisible lors de la ruine de Jérusalem. Les rationa-' 
listes ont dit quwil parle uniquement de celle-ci et non d’une 
parousie ultérieure. Les théoriciens du juste-milieu ont pré- 
tendu que la difficulté n’est qu’apparente, en ce que ce n’est pas 
l'époque, mais les faits en eux-mémes qui ont été Vobjet de la 
prophétie. La lettre du texte renverse toutes ces échappatoires : 
elle parle dune parousie visible, posterieure & la ruine de Jéru- 
salem, mais la suivant immédiatement. 

Reste donc le dilemme que voici: Ou bien Jésus s’est trompé, 
ou bien nous ne sommes pas bien renseignés sur ce qu’il a dit. 
Et dans ce dernier cas, ou bien il n’a pas du tout prononcé des 
paroles telles que nous les lisons ici, ou bien ce qu’il a pu dire 
a été imparfaitement compris. Mais, en présence de tous les 
autres témoignages, il sera tout aussi impossible de regarder 
ceux-ci comme de pures inventions, qu'il serait téméraire de 
le traiter lui de visionnaire et d’enthousiaste, alors que tant 
de paroles incontestablement authentiques constatent son admi- 
rable sagacité et sa merveilleuse pénétration a l’égard des des- 
tinées réservées & sa cause. Ce n’est done que la derniére 
alternative qui mérite d’étre sérieusement prise en considéra- 
tion. Or, il est de fait que l’auditoire auquel Jésus s’adressait 
était imbu didées précongues sur l’avenir; ces idées, loin de 
s’affaiblir sous l’influence des autres éléments de l’enseignement 
du maitre, gagnaient en force et en vivacité, & mesure que les 
convictions relatives a sa personne et & sa dignité messianique 
devenaient plus énergiques. D’un autre cété, Jésus, alors méme 
qu il tachait d’élever ses disciples a des points de vue plus spiritu- 
alistes, ne jugeait pas nécessaire d’éviter absolument les formes 
populaires, les images famili¢res,au commun de ses auditeurs. 
On sera donc autorisé a admettre que son enseignement, en tant 
quw’il avait en vue ’avenir, comprenait: 1° la prédiction positive 
@une catastrophe nationale, terrible et définitive ; 2° la per- 
spective des destinées de |’Evangile, représentées comme une 
manifestation permanente, sensible, visible méme de son esprit 
et de sa puissance ; et 3° les conseils pratiques & donner & chacun 
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individuellement au sujet de ses rapports avec le royaume & venir, 
conseils d’autant plus pressants que ses rapports pouvaient dé- 
pendre de la durée trés-incertaine de l’exister.ce actuelle d’un 
chacun. 


As I have not the same point of view as Reuss, for 
whom the personality of Christ is of interest, I am also 
unable to share his opinion that Jesus wanted to predict 
something. For us Christians it is immaterial whether 
he meant to prophesy something or not; what is impor- 
tant for us to know is what he taught. And what he did 
teach, as Reuss concludes quite correctly, is that the day 
of salvation of the son of man comes for every man in 
the same way in which it came for Noah. There can be 
no doubt but that Jesus Christ was speaking simply of 
the death of every man, an event of far greater importance 
to humanity than the knowledge of the heavens. What 
furnishes an unquestionable proof of this is the fact that 
in all the gospels this passage is immediately followed by 
admonitions as to being at all times ready for death. It 
is difficult to make out in what manner the accretion 
about the strange external events was made to this dis- 
course; but it is only natural that such an accretion 
should have happened among people who did not com- 
prehend the sense of the discourse. 

Much may be added to those contradictions which 
Reuss cites. One of these things is especially remark- 
able, and excludes the possibility of admitting these 
verses about the external miracles which are performed. 
In Verse 20 it says clearly that the kingdom of God will 
not come with outward signs. In order to accept the 
verse about the tokens it is necessary to reject the verses 
about the kingdom of God being within us. 


5 4 7 Luke xvii. 31. In that 31. In the day of salva- 
. BE: me geelta iN day, he which shall be tion he who is on the 
uépg, ds €orar éml TOO yyon the housetop, and roof, and his clothes in 
Swuaros, kal Tad oxe’n his stuff in the house, the bouse, let him not 
avTou év TH olkla, wh let him not come down come down to _ fetch 
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kataBdrw apa adrd- 
kal 6 €v T@ ayp@ duolws 
uh éritpeparw els Ta 
dmlow. 

32. Mvnuovevere THs 


to take it away: and he 
that is in the field, let 
him likewise not return 
back. 

32. Remember Lot’s 
wife. 
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them; and he who is in 
the field, let him not 
look back. 


32. Remember Lot’s 
wife (she looked back, 


/ 
yuvards Adr. hated to lose what. was 


of earth, and so per- 
ished). 

He who looks back, having taken hold of the plough, 
is not fit for the kingdom of heaven. When the meaning 
of the life of the spirit and of the hfe of the flesh, that 
is, the son of man, is revealed, man, having come to see 
that his life is perishing, ike Noah and Lot, must not 
look back, but go on, and throw away everything; and 
that there may be no doubt as to the meaning of the 


whole speech Jesus adds: 


33. “Os day fnrhon 
Thy uxny abrov cdcat, 
admohéce. atrnv: Kal ds 
édv dmodéon avthy, (wo- 
younoe avrny. 

3. Kaénuévou dé av- 
Tov éxt Tov 8povs THY 
éKa@v, mporHOov air@ 
of pabnral xar idiav, 
Néyorres, EKiré nucv, 
wore Tavra éorar; Kal 
TLTO onpetov THs oHs 
tmapovolas, kal THS ovv- 
Terelas TOU aldvos. 


Luke xvii, 33. Whoso- 
ever shall seek to save 
his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his 
life shall preserve it. 


Matt. xxiv. 3. And as 
he sat upon the mount 
of Olives, the disciples 
came unto him _pri- 
vately, saying, Tell us, 
when shall these things 
be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming,@ 
and of the end? of the 
world? 


33. Whoever wants to 
save his earthly life will 
Jose it; and whoever 
loses it, will give it an 
increase, — eternity. 


3. And as he sat on 
the Mount of Olives, his 
disciples came privately 
to him, and said, Tell us, 
when will it be, and what 
is the sign of the coming 
of thy teaching and of 
the getting of the eternal 
life? 


(a) the word thy is to be understood in the sense of 


thy teaching. 


(b) cuvrédXea means accomplishment ; aidv means eter- 
nty, and so these words mean the getting of: the eternal 


life. 


The disciples ask, Thou promisest the eternal life, and 


since thou sayest that nothing visible will take place 


> 


how are we to know whether we have attained this 
eternal life and when? 
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This verse is from one of the chapters which are gener- 
ally called, The completion of the world. An analysis 
of these chapters may be seen in all the critics of the 
Gospel. 

These chapters represent a complicated series of strati- 
fications, which are foreign to the fundamental idea. I 
leave from these chapters according to the synoptics 
whatever is left, that is, whatever has a definite mean- 
ing. The impossibility of giving any explanation for 
them and of unravelling the contradiction is evident to 
every reader without any preconceived notions and is 
partly given in Reuss. 

The formation of these chapters, in my opinion, is as 
follows: there are very few additions by the writers, or 
passages which have lost their meaning, but there is a 
transposition of verses from one place to another. In 
viewing this chapter according to the synoptics, we get 
the following: Matt. xxiv. 1-4, and the corresponding 
verses from Mark and Luke, have for their purpose the 
rejection of the temple, which is expounded in the second 
chapter of John. Outside of Verse 4, in which we have a 
question, to which Jesus replies, and from Verse 6 to Verse 
14, the basis is formed by a discourse to the disciples on 
sending them out to preach. From Verse 15 to Verse 25 
we obviously have an interpolation according to the intro- 
ductory words of Mark in Chap. xiii. 11; Verses 26—29 
are a repetition of what has been said about the inward 
kingdom of God; Verses 29-31 are predictions which 
refer to something material anc which bear the seal of 
the distortion of some other idea. After these verses 
everything becomes again intelligible. And only for the 
greater connection of ideas do I find it better to place 
the parable of the fig-tree after the words that no one 
knows the time. 

The meaning of the preceding is this, that, having 
explained that the kingdom of God appears outside time, 
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suddenly, in the spirit of man, Jesus says again that for 
the manifestation of the kingdom of God in the spirit of 
man there can be no place and no time. 


82. Ilept 6€ THs twé- 
pas éxelyns kal Tis pas 
ovdels oldev, ovde of dy- 
ryedor of ev otfpavy, ovde 
6 vids. 

37. Kal droxpibévres 
Aéyouowy adr@, Lod, Kv- 
pie; 6 dé elrev avrots, 
"“Orov TO oGpa, éxel 
auvaxOnoovrat oi derot. 


Mark xviii. 32. But of 
that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. 


Luke wvti. 37, And 
they answered and said 
unto him, Where, Lord? 
And he said unto them, 
Wheresoever the body 
is, thither will the eagles 


32. And no one knows 
of the day of salvation 
and of the time, neither 
the powers of God, nor 
the son. 


37. And again. they 
said to him, Where? 
And he said to them, 
Where the carcass is, 
there the crows gather. 


be gathered together. 


I omit the words of Verses 34, 35, and 36 of Luke 
xvii, where it speaks of one who shall be taken, and the 
other left. The idea which is expressed by these words 
is the same which is given in the discourse of the sending 
forth of the disciples, namely, that the teaching of Jesus 
will produce a division. 

The irrelevant interpolation of this verse in this place 
may be explained by the fact that the whole passage, 
about the end and completion of the world, being under- 
stood by the writers in a material way, is composed of 
interpolations from various places, as will appear from 
what follows. 

That these verses are an interpolation is confirmed by 
the fact that the question of the disciples, Where ? cannot 
refer to these verses, for there it says where: in one bed, 
in the mill, in the field; in Verse 33, the words, Whoso- 
ever shall lose his life shall preserve it, show what the 
word, Where? refers to,—to preserve the life where ? 
And to this question Jesus replies, Nowhere. ‘For the 
kingdom of God there is no place. 

If you speak of what happens in the world, everything 
in the world is dead and carcasses, and where the car- 
casses are, there the crows gather. 
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The kingdom of God does not come in a visible manner. 
It is impossible to say of it, Here it is; There it is. But 
if you wish to see in time the son of God, that is, the 
kingdom of God, and you do not find it, and will be told, 
Here it is, There it is, do not go, and do not believe. It 
is outside time and space. Look within yourselves. 
Like lightning, the sudden flash from heaven to heaven 
will illuminate your souls. But first you must suffer and 
endure much. And, as in the days of Noah and Lot, 
when you shall be very close to perdition, as close as were 
Lot and Noah, then the son of man will appear in you. 
And whenever and wherever this inner light shall reach 
you, do not turn back to your former life. 

But what proof have we that we have already received 
this life, that it has already come to us, is what the 
disciples ask. He says, Nobody knows, for it cannot be 
proved. It is impossible to say where it will be. Where ? 
we may say of the carcass, of the crows, but for what is 
spiritual there is no space, as there is no time. You will 
understand an example: 

Mark «xiii. 28. Now 
learn a parable of the 
fig’) trees) = When, “her 
branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth 


leaves, ye know tbat 
summer is near: 


28. Amd 52 rhs cus 
pddere Thy mapaBodjv: 
bray abris 75n 6 KAddos 
amahds yévntat, Kal 
éexptn TA PUAA, Yrve- 
oxeTe Oru €yyvs TO Oépos 
éorly: 


28. When the branches 
of the fig-tree become 
soft, and the leaves be- 
gin to come out, you 
know that summer is 
near. 


29. Otrw Kal ters, 
grav radra tonre yuvd- 
pmeva, ylvwaoKere Stu éy- 
ybs éoriv él Ovpacs. 


28. ~Apxoudvwy dé 
rovtwy ylvecOat, avaKv- 
ware kal émdpatre Tas 
Kkepanras vudy- didte ey- 
yifer 4 admodUTpwots 
beady, 


29. So ye in like man- 
ner, when ye shall see 
these things come to 
pass, know that it is 
nigh, even at the doors. 


Luke «xi. 28. And 
when these things be- 
gin to come to pass,@ 
then look up, and lft up 
your heads,’ for your re- 
demption draweth nigh. 


29. So you, when you 


will see that these 
things haye come to 
pass, shall know that 


the kipgdom of God is 
at the door, 

28. But when these 
things come to pass, 
straighten yuurselves 
up and lift up your eyes, 
for your salvation is 
near, 


(a) Have come to pass is generally explained by saying 
that everything which has been prophesied heretofore has 
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come to pass; but these predictions did not come to pass 
(are not comprehensible). It does not say ravta tavta, 
but simply tadra, consequently ravra refers to what is 
said of the fig-tree. Jesus says, The only proof of 
summer is life. The only proof of the kingdom of God 
is the union with the will of God, it is the life in the 
will of God. 

(0) Many texts have eyes. 


I place this verse here, as it contains an explanation of 
the parable of the fig-tree. There are no proofs, except the 
consciousness of the life in God; this consciousness is 
expressed in deeds, as the growth of leaves takes place 
in the spring. When you feel this, when you lift up 
your eyes and are not afraid, then you may know 


that your salvation has begun. 
This is the one token, the one proof. 


1. "Eneye dé kal rapa- 
Bornv avrots mpds 7d 
dety mavToTe mpocedyxe- 
cba, kal un éxkakety. 

2. Eire 65€ adrois, 
Orav mpocevxnabe, dé- 
yere, Ildrep nudy o év 
Tots ovpavots, ayacOnrw 
76 dvoud gov: éérw 7 
Baowrela cou: yevnOynrw 
TO GéXnud gov, ws ev ov- 
pav@, kal érl ris yfs. 

3. Tov adprov judy 
Tov érovc.ov didov *nucy 
7d Kal’ nuépar. 

4. Kai ddes nuiv ras 
auaptlas nud, kal yap 
avrol dpleuev ravrt ddet- 
ovr. nuty:Kal uy elaevéy- 
Kns nuds els meipacuor, 
adrAG pioa. Huds dard 
Tot Tovnpov. 


OF PRAYER 


Luke xviii. 1. And he 
spake a parable unto 
them to this end, that 
men ought always to 
pray,¢ and not to faint; 


Luke vi. 2. And he 
said unto them, When 
ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.d 
Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth. 


3. Give us day by da 
our daily2 bread.e Bae 


4. And forgives us our 
sins; for we also forgive 
every one that is in- 
debted to us. And lead 
us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 


1. And Jesus gave 
them an instruction to 
this end, that men 
should always pray, and 
never stop. 


2. And Jesus said to 
them, When you pray, 
say, Father, be holy in 
us. Thy kingdom come, 
that is, thy will be done. 
Thy spirit come down 
upon us and cleanse us. 


3. Give us the food of 
the spirit, which gives 
us life. 


4. And do not request 
everything of us which 
we owe, for we do not 
request of those who 
owe us. Have no ac- 
counting with us. 
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11. Tiva dé dudv roy 
matépa alrhoe: 6 vids 
Gprov, un AlOov émida- 
ce. atr@; el Kal ix Ody, 
BH avrl ixOvos bpuv ére- 
Sdboe avre ; 

12. "H kal édy al- 
THON wdv, uh emiddoe 
attT@ gKopialov ; 

13. Ed ofy byets rovn- 
pot wmdpxorres clare 
avaba Sduara dddvac 
Tots TéKVOLS UUdY, woow 
MadNov 6 TaTip 6 é 


ovpavodD ddce IIvetua 
oe n na 

Aywv tots alrovo. 
avroy ; 


5. Kal etre pos ai- 
tous, Tis €& tudy eeu 
pirov, Kal mopetoerac 
mpos avrdov pecovuktiou, 
kal ely att@, ire, 
Xphaby wor Tpets &provs, 

6. “Ered pidos pov 
mapeyéveTo €& 000 mpéds 
pe, Kal ovK €xw 6 mapa- 
Ohow adT@- 

7. Kaxetvos eowbev 
amokpilels etn, My por 
Komous wapexe: On 7 
Ovpa Kéxherorat, Kal Ta 
masta wou mer yoo els 
Thy Kolrny elaly: ob dbva- 
pat avacras dovval co; 

8. Aéyw byiv, ef kal 
od dwoea aire dvactas 
did TO eivar adrod pido», 
Oud ye THY avaldeay av- 
Tod éyepbels Sdoe atT@ 
bow x pr fet. j 

9. Kayo btytv rdéyo, 
Aireétre, kal doOjnoerar 
vyulv: gnretre, Kal evp7- 
geTe: Kpovere, Kal dvot- 
ynoeTar bucv. 

2. Aéywv, Kpirys tes 
hv &y rive mode, Tov 
Ocdv un PoPovpmevos, kal 
&vOpwrov uh évtpemoue- 
vos. 


11. If a son shai ask 
bread of any of you that 
is a father, will he give 
him astone? or if he ask 
a fish, will he for a fish 
give him a serpent? 


12. Or if he shall ask 
an egg, will he offer him 
a scorpion? 


13. Jf ye then, being 
evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your 
children; how much 
more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask 
him? 


5, And_ he said unto 
them, Which of you 
shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at 
midnight, and say unto 
him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves; 


6. Forafriend of mine 
in his journey is come 
to me, and I have noth- 
ing to set before him? 


7. And he from within 
shall answer and say, 
Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and 
my children are with me 
in bed; canat rise 
and give thee. 


8. I say unto you, 
Though he will not rise 
and give him, because 
he is his friend, yet be- 
cause of his importunity 
he will rise and give 
him 38 many as he need- 
eth, 
9. And I say unts you, 
Ask, and it shail be 
given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto 
you. 


Luke xviii. 2. Saying, 
There was in a city a 
judge, which feared not 
God, neither regarded 
man: 


shu 


11. If any son will ask 
bread of any of you who 
is a father, will he give 
him a stone? or if he 
asks a fish, will he give 
him a snake? 


12. Or if he asks an 
egg, will he give him a 
Spider? 


13. If you live badly, 
and know how to give 
gifts to your children; 
so much the more will 
God give the holy spirit 
to those who ask him. 


5. And he said to 
them, If thou hast a 
neighbour, and goest to 
him at midnight, and 
sayest to him, Friend, 
give me three loaves, 


6. For afriend of mine 
is stopping with me in 
his journey, and I have 
nothing to set before 
him; 

7. That neighbour will 
not say from within, Do 
not trouble me: the door 
is already shut, and the 
children are with mein 
bed; I cannot get up and 
give you the loaves. 


8. I suppose, if he will 
not get up because of 
his friendship and give 
it, he will jump up be- 
cause of his shame (be- 
fore him) and give him 
what he wants. 


9. And I tell you, Ask, 
and it will be given to 
you; who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks 
it is opened. 


2. He said, There was 
in a city a judge, who 
neither feared God, nor 
was ashamed before 
men. 
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3. Xnpa dé res Hv ev 
TH moder éxelvy, Kal 7p- 
xXETO mpds avTov, éYyou- 
ca, Exdlknody pe aro 
ToD avTidlkou mov. 

4. Kal ovx 70éd\noev 
él xpbvov: pera dé Tav- 
ra elmev év éavT@, Bi 
kal Tov Oedy ov poBotuar, 
Kal dvOpwmrov ovK évrpé- 
TOM’ 

5. Ard ye 76 rapéxey 
por Kémoy Thy xXNpav 
ravTny, ExduKkjow avrny, 
iva mn els Tédos Epxomern 
tramia(y Me. 

6. Eire 6€ 6 Kupws, 
"Axovcate rl 6 KpiThs 
THs aduklas Néyeu 

7. ‘O 6& Geds od pH 
monoe. THY €KOLKNoOLY 
Ta@v éxNexT @y abrod Tay 
Bodyrwy mpos avrov nué- 
pas kal yuKTos, Kal LaKpo- 
Oude ér avrots ; 

8. Adyw wtutv, bre 
Tornoe. THY eKdlKnoLW 
ait ay év raxer. trIV O 
vids Tod avOpdmovu éhOory 
apa ebpjoe Thy mloTw 
éml THS YS ; 

22. Hite dé mpos rovs 
pabnras avrod, Ava rob- 
To viv Aéyw, My [peEpl- 
mare TH WuxT vudv, 

25. Tls 6@ € budv 
peptuvay divarat mpoo- 
Oetvac emt tHv HrALKlay 
avtod mnxuv eva ; 

31. ILAny fynretre thy 
Baowrelay Tov Oeod, Kal 
Tavita wavTa mpooTedn- 
oeTat byty. 

35. “Eorwoav tyudav 
ai dopves mreprefwopmévat, 
kal of A’x vo KaLdmevor: 


36. Kat tuets Spore 
avOperos mpordexope- 


yous TOV KUplov éauT or, 


3. And there was & 
widow in that city; and 
she came unto him, say- 
ing, Avenge me of mine 
adversary. 


4, And he would not 
for a while: but after- 
ward he said within him- 
self, Though I fear not 
God, nor regard man; 


5. Yet because this 
widow troubleth me, I 
will avenge her, lest by 
her continual coming 
she weary me. 


6. And the Lord said, 
Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. 


7. And shall not God 
avenge his own elect, 
which ery day and night 
unto him, though he 
bear long with them? 


8. I tell you that he 
will avenge them speed- 
ily. Nevertheless,” when 
the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on 
the earth ?t 


Luke wii. 22. And he 
said unto his disciples, 
Therefore I say unto 
you, Take no thought 
for your life, 


25. And which of you 
with taking thought can 
add to his stature one 
cubit?s 


31, But rather seek ye 
the kingdom of God, 
and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 


35. Let your loins be 
qinced about, and your 
ights burning; 


36, And ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait 
for their lord, when he 
will return from the 
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3. And there was a 
widow in that city, and 
she kept going to the 
judge and saying to him, 


- Judge between me and 


him who has offended 


er 

4. And for a long time 
the judge would not 
judge; but afterward he 
said to himself, Though 
I do not fear God, and 
do not regard men, 


5. Yet that I may not 
be annoyed by _ this 
widow, I will decide the 
case, lest she lose her 
patience and scratch out 
my eyes. 


6. And Jesus said, 
Hear what the judge of 
unrighteousness said. 


7. How, then, will God 
not act righteously with 
his own elect, who cry 
day and night to him, 
and endure. 


8. I tell you that he 
will treat them right- 
eously atonce. Besides, 
the son of man will come 
and find faith on earth. 


22. And he said to his 
disciples, Therefore take 
no thought for your life. 


25. Who of you with 
taking thought can add 
one hour to his life? 


31. Seek only to be in 
the will of God, and 


everything else will 
come of itself. 

35. Be girded and 
ready, and let the night 
candles burn all the 
time. 


36. Be always like serv- 
ants, when they wait for 
their master to return 
from a yisit, that, when 
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more avarice. éx Tov 
yaw, tva, €NOdvros Kal 
Kpovoavros, ev0éws dvol- 
Ewow atry. 

37. Maxdpror of doddor 
éxetvor, ods €NOWY-6 Kv- 
plos evpyoer ypnyopody- 
Tas. dunv héyw duty, bre 
mepivwoerar Kal dvaxde- 
vet avrovs, kal mapeNOcy 
Stakovioe avrots. 

38. Kal éav €\@n év 
TH Oevtépa pudakg, Kat 
év TH Tpitn gvdraky 
€\On, Kal evipn otrw, 
pakadpiol eiciv of doddou 
€KELvOL. 

39. Todro dé yuva- 
oxere, Ore ef NOEL 6 oiKo- 
Oecrétyns tmoia wpa 6 
KNérTys epxeTat, eypn- 
yopnoev ay, kal ovK adv 
apnKke Suopvyjvac Toy 
oikov avrod. 

40. Kal vduets ody yi- 
verOe Erouwor OTL H wpa 
ov doxetre, 6 vids TOU 
avOpdrov epxerat. 


wedding; that, when he 
cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him 
immediately. 


37. Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord 
when he cometh shall 
find watching: verily I 
say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down 
to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them. 


38. And if he shall 
come in the second 
watch, or come in the 
third watch, and find 
them so, blessed are 
those servants. 


39. And this know, 
that if the goodman of 
the house had known 
what hour the thief 
would come, he would 
have watched, and not 
have suffered his house 
to be broken through. 


40. Be ye therefore 
ready also: for the Son 
of man cometh‘ at an 
hour when ye think not. 
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he knocks, they may 
open to him at once. 


37. Happy are the serv- 
ants, whom the master 
finds prepared. You 
know yourselves that he 
will make them sit down 
at the table, and will 
serve them. 


38. And if he comes at 
the first, the second, or 
the third hour, the serv- 
ants will always be satis- 
fied. 


° 


39. You know, that if 
the householder knew 
when the thief would 
come, he would not 
sleep, and would not 
allow the house to be 
broken into. 


40. Even thus be you 
ready, for you do not 
know the time when the 
son of man will go away. 


(a) The first meaning of mwpocevyomar is to wish, seek, 
strive after something. Since it says that we must pray 
only about the Holy Spirit, we must also remember that 
the prayer, the wish, must be only about this, that God 
may give us the possibility of being in the kingdom of 


God, that is, of the Holy Spirit. 


In this verse I changed 


the word parable to imstruction, because the instruction 
about the manner of praying is given here; and the 
parables of Luke xi. without the slightest doubt make 
reference to the same. 

(b) Many texts have éf’ mas, which gives a clearer 


meaning. 


(c) Some verses have thy will, others again, thy spirit 
in us, and purify Us. a 
(d) dpros means the feeding of the spirit. 
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(c) émovowos occurs but once, and-only here. From 
the composition it means what gives exrstence. 

(f) Do not demand of us what we owe thee. 

We owe the life of the comprehension and do not give 
up our whole carnal life for the comprehension, and so 
we are insolvent debtors. There is one thing we can 
do, and that is, not to have an accounting with his chil- 
dren, with men, so that God may not have an accounting 
with us. . 

(g) The emphasis is here on the word wnrightcousness. 
Remember that it is a judge of warighteousness who said 
this. Even the judge of wnrighteousness was compelled 
to do righteousness. 

(h) wdHv here means besides. 

(z) The question-mark only obscures the meaning. 

Pray always, seek, strive. Even the unrighteous judge 
is afraid of the poor widow and does her will, so how will 
God not do what he is asked to do? And even if there 
is no God in heaven, it is impossible not to believe in the 
son of man in the souls of men. 

(7) Verses 26-30 are given in Chapter IV., in the 
sermon of the mount. 

(k) épyouat may here mean to go away, and then it is 
clear that he is speaking of death, which is the subject 
of the discourse. But if we translate it by to come, no 
meaning is got: whither, whence, how ? 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. I. pp. 470-472): 


Ici encore, la simple comparaison des textes paralléles fait 
ressortir ce qu'il y a d’arbitraire dans la rédaction des divers élé- 
ments réunis par ’évangéliste en un discours continu, lequel, a 
vrai dire, serait & considérer comme la suite de celui de la péri- 
cope précédente. Nous voyons bien la liaison des idées- qui 
forme le trait d’union entre les deux parties que nous avons 
séparées : la parabole de ’homme surpris par la mort, la mention 
faite de trésors impérissables, la promesse du royaume, tout cela 
peut étre envisagé comme préludant aux exhortations que nous 
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lisons ici et qui tendent essentiellement & inculquer le devoir de 
se tenir prét pour le moment supréme. C’est cette association 
@idées qui a di guider Lue dans l’arrangement successif des 
maximes éparses, recueillies par lui et classées d’aprés leur 
atfinité plus ou moins facile a saisir. Mais par les textes corre- 
spondants du premier évangile, nous voyons que cet arrange- 
ment n’est pas le fait de la tradition primitive, ni d’une source 
écrite qui l’aurait imposé aux narrateurs plus récents; nous 
voyons méme que le sens de |’un ou de l’autre mot a été mal 
compris ou diversement interprété, que tout ne se range pas 
naturellement dans le cadre général une fois adopté; enfin, 
notre texte méme n’a pas complétement effacé les traces’ du 
genre de travail que nous venons de signaler. Voyez v. 41, 
42, 54, et surtout aussi Je passage subit du pluriel au singu- 
lier, v. 58. D’aprés cela, nous serons autorisés & étudier le 
sens propre et prochain de chaque maxime indépendamment du 
contexte. 

1° (v. 85-40). Soyez préts a tout moment! Cétte idée est 
exprimée par plusieurs images. Celle de Ja ceinture serrée nous 
représente le voyageur qui se met en route, ou l’ouvrier qui met 
la main & la besogne; celle de la lampe allumée peint une scéne 
domestique, ot. les gens de la maison veillent plus ou moins 
avant dans la nuit, quand le maitre est dehors, assistant & un 
festin, pour qu’au moment de son retour, dont l’heure n’est pas 
fixée d’avance, la porte lui soit immédiatement ouverte, la cour 
éclairée, et quil puisse étre conduit dans sa chambre. Enfin, une 
troisieme image, celle du voleur, est destinée 4 mettre en relief 
Vidée de l’incertitude absolue du moment précis ot chacun sera 
mis en demeure de faire voir par le fait qu'il s’était tenu prét. 
Toutes-ces images sont claires et transparentes. Dans celle du 
voleur, i] faut faire abstraction de tout autre élément (notam- 
ment de toute considération morale), pour ne s’en tenir qu’au 
seul point de comparaison que hous venons @indiquer. Dans 
Vallégorie du maitre revenant au milieu de la nuit, il faut 
mettre de cdté tout ce que l’exégése traditionnelle a dit d’une 
noce, pour s’arréter 4 ce seul fait que le retard prolongé du maitre 
est de nature 4 fatiguer le serviteur et l’entraine 4 se livre au 
sommeil. Le fait que dans l’une de ces images c’est le maitre 
lui-méme qui veille pour attendre le voleur, tandis que dans 
Vautre ce sont les serviteurs qui veillent pour attendre le maitre, 
ce fait prouve surabondamment que la pensée intime, qu’il 
s’agissait d’exprimer, ne s’attache pas aux personnes représentées, 
mais & Vacte de veiller, qui est le seul élément commun aux 


diverses images. 
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Mais il y a l& une autre question, plus intéressante au point 
de vue théologique, et en méme temps plus difficile 4 résoudre. 
Quel est ce moment supréme de |’épreuve décisive dont Jésus a 
voulu faire ressortir l’importance, ce moment a la fois certain et 
incertain, inévitable et inattendu? Nos évangélistes ont posi- 
tivement songé & la parousie du Christ, @ son retour triomphant 
pour l’établissement de son royaume, et l’Hglise l’a toujours 
compris ainsi. La phrase qui termine notre texte: le fils de 
Vhomme viendra & Vheure ot vous n’y penserez pas, ne laisse 
aucun doute & cet égard. Nous trouverons encore plus d’un pas- 
sage qui confirme cette interprétation et qui fera voir clairement 
que Jésus a di, dans de pareilles circonstances, se servir de terms 
qui l’autorisaient assez directement. Néanmoins ses paroles sont 
susceptibles d’étre appliquées d’une maniere plus immédiatement 
pratique, plus indéfiniment salutaire encore. Si nous nous 
bornions au premier sens, elles auraient perdu a peu prés toute 
leur force, aujourd’hui que la perspective d’une fin prochaine du 
monde actuel, telle que la concevait la théologie judéo-chrétienne, 
ne captive plus guere les esprits; tandis qu’elles subsistent, aussi 
sérieuses, aussi pressantes qu’au premier jour, si nous les sup- 
posons adressées, non a Vhumanité considérée comme un seul 
tout et attendant sa destinée collectivement, mais & chaque 
homme individuellement, en vue de sa fin particuliére et du 
moment ow il sera appelé & rendre compte, pour sa part person- 
nelle, de Pusage qu'il a fait de son existence sur la terre, de ses 
moyens d’agir, et des instructions regues. Nous ne craignons 
pas d’aflirmer que ce point de vue peut étre revendiqué & legard 
de la plupart des textes en question sans. qu’il leur soit fait vio- 
lence, et il resterait seulement & examiner si l’autre élément, 
celui que nous avons signalé d’abord, a été introduit par suite 
d’une méprise des auditeurs ou de la tradition, ou s’il doit étre 
considéré comme une partie intégrante et authentique de l’en- 
seignement de Jésus. Mais dans ce dernier cas, il restera encore 
la grande question de savoir si, dans sa bouche, ce n’était lA 
qwune forme imagée de la pensée, dont il empruntait les con- 
tours aux conceptions populaires relatives & V’avenir, ou bien s'il 
faut admettre que pour Iui aussi l’idée de la proximité d’une 
grande révolution humanitaire effagait la différence entre la 
sphére des destinées de notre espéce et celle des destinées indivi- 
duelles. C’est 14 une question capitale pour Vappréciation de 
Venseignement de Jésus. Nous aurons h y revenir. 


45. Tls dpa éorly 6. Matt. xxiv. 45. Who 45, Will he be a faith- 


misros do0Xos Kal bye then is a faithful and fuland wise slave whom 
op wise servant, whom his the master has put in 
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fos, Ov Karéornoev 6 
Kvpios avTod ei THs Oe- 
parelas avrod, Tov 6.d6- 
var avrots THY TpopHy 
ev KaLp® ; 

46. Makdpwos 6 dov- 
dos éxelvos, dv é€Mwy Oo 
KUplos avTOU EevpHoeEt Trol- 
odyTa ovTws. 

47. “Aunhy Néyw tyiv, 
Oru éml maou Tots brdp- 
xovow avTod KaTacTh- 
cer avrdv. 

48. ’Eav 6é elrn 6 
kaxds dotdos éxetvos év 
TH Kapodla avrod, Xpovi- 
fer 6 KUpids pou édOery, 

49. Kal dptnrac rv- 
mre Tovs gcuvdovdous, 
écOlev 6€ Kal mlvew 
pera. TOY weOvbvTwr, 

50. “Hee 6 xtpios rod 
dovUAou éxelvou év nuépa 
q ov mpocdokg, Kal év 
Opa H ov yuwdoer. 

35. Bdérere,  aypvu- 
amveire Kal mpocevxerbe 
ovk ot6are yap more 6 
kawpos €or. 

34. ‘Qs &vOpwmos arrd- 
Onuos adels THy oiklay 
avrov, kal dovs Tots dov- 
Rows avTod THY e€ovalay, 
kal éExdoTw TO epyov av- 
ro, Kal T@ Oupwp@ 
éverethato iva ypnyop’. 

35. Tpnyopetre odv, 
(ovx ofdate yap wore 6 
KUpwos THs olklas EpxeT at, 
bye, 7 pecovuxriov, 4 
adexTopopwvlas, 7 mpwt*) 

36. Mh é\Oav ééal- 
puns eUpy buds Kabevdor- 
Tas. 

B7. “A dé duty réyuw, 
mac. Aéyw, I'pnyopetre. 

34. Ilpooéxere dé éav- 
Tots, unmore BapuvOdory 
budv al Kapdias év Kpat- 


lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to 
give them meat in due 
season? 


46, Blessed is that ser- 
vant, whom his lord 
when he cometh shall 
find so doing. 


47. Verily I say unto 
you, That he shall make 
him ruler over all his 
goods. 


48. But and if that 
evil servant shall say in 
his heart, My lord delay- 
eth his coming; 


49. And shall begin to 
smite his fellow ser- 
vants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 


50. The lord of that 
servant shall come in a 
day when he looketh not 
for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of. 

Mark xiii. 33. Take 
ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when 
the time is. 


34. As though a man 
taking a far journey 
who left his house, and 
gave authority to his 
servants, and to every 
man his work, and com- 
manded the porter to 
watch. 


35. Watch ye there- 
fore: for ye know not 
when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the 
cock-crowing, or in the 
morning: 

36. Lest coming sud- 
denly he find you sleep- 
ing. 


37. And what I sa 
unto you I say unto all, 
Watch. 

Luke wri. 34. And 
take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged 


alg 


charge of his servants, 
to feed them in time? 


_ 46. Happy is the slave, 
if the master comes and 
finds him doing so. 


47. Truly I tell you, the 
master will put him in 
charge of all his posses- 
sions. 


48. But if the evil 
slave shall say to him- 
self, My master will be 
late in coming back, 


49. Ahd shall begin to 
beat the servants, and 
to eat and drink with 
the drunkards; 


50. And the slave’s 
master shall come at a 
time when he does not 
expect him, the slave 
will fare ill. 

33. Andso do not fall 
asleep, for you do not 
know when the time will 
come. 


34..When a man goes 
away from his house 
(giving freedom to his 
servants and each his 
work), and orders his 
watchman not to sleep, 


35. Do not sleep, for 
you do not know when 
the master of the house 
will return, in the even- 
ing, or at midnight, or 
at cockcrow, or in the 
morning: 

36. Lest, coming back, 
he find you sleeping. 


387. It is this that I say 
to you, Be always ready. 


34. Restrain your- 
selves, lest your hearts 
be surfeited with eating 
and drinking, and 


118 


mary Kal “én Kal pepl- 
pvats Biwrikats, Kal al- 
prvldus ép tuas ériorH 
N Huépa éexelyn: 

35. ‘Os mayls yap 
émehevoeTau éml mavTas 
Tovs KaOnuévous él mpd- 
owTrov TAINS THS YAS. 

36. “Aypumveire ov 
év wavri Kaip@ deduevor, 
iva katakwOAre éxpu- 
yetv Tatra mwavTa Ta 
pwéd\ovra ylverOa, Kal 
oTabfva E€umpoobery Tod 
viod Tod avOpwrov. 


with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that 
day come upon you un- 
awares. 


35. For as a snare shall 
it come on all them that 
dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. 


36. Watch ye there- 
fore, and pray always, 
that ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to es- 
cape all these things 
that shall come to pass, 
and to stand? before the 
Son of man. 
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worldly cares, and that 
day find you unawares. 


35. For it is thrown 
like a snare over all who 
live on earth. 


36. Be wakeful there- 
fore, fearing at all times, 
so that you may at all 
times be worthy of 
escaping everything 
which will be, and be 
worthy of the son of 
man. 


(a) The last incomprehensible Verse 51 about the 
cutting up and apportioning to the hypocrites (comedians) 


is omitted. 


(b) ora@jvat to become worthy. 
To receive the kingdom of God, which is within us, 
avoid the carnal life, be afraid of everything that will 
take you away from the comprehension of God, so that 
you may be able to avoid what happens, and may reéstab- 
lish the son of man in you. 


PARABLE OF THE VIRGINS AND 


42, Tpnyopetre odv, 
bru obk otdaTe rola wpa 
6 Kbpios bay epxeTat. 

44, Aca totro kal 
ters ylverbe Erormor: 
bre q pa ov Soxetre, 6 
vids Tod dvOpwmou epxe- 
Tal. 

1. Tére duowwbjoer au 
) Bacirela THY ovpavay 
déxa mapbévors, airuves 
AaBodoar Tas Aaumrddas 
abr Gv é&AOov eis amdy- 
THow TOO vuudtov. 

2. Tlévre 5é Foay é 
airdv Ppdmpor., Kal 
wévTe wpa. 


Matt. xxiv. 42. Watch 
therefore; for ye know 
not what hour your 
Lord doth come. 

44. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh. 


Matt. xav. 1. Then 
shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins, which took 
their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bride- 
groom. 


2. And five of them 
were wise, and five were 
foolish. 


THE LAMPS 


42. Do not sleep, for 
you do not know what 
hour the master will 
come. 

44. Therefore be pre-* 
pared; for at an hour 
that you do not know 
the son of man will 
come. 


1. Then will the king- 
dom of God be like the 
ten girls, who took their 
lamps, and went out to 
meet the bridegroom. 


2. Five of them were 
wise, and five foolish. 
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3. Alrives wwpal, da- 
Botoac tas Napumddas 
éauT dv, odk ~\aBov ped’ 
éaut Ov €davov- 

4. Ai 6€ ppdvimor €da- 
Bov €daov év rots ay- 
yelors abtOv wera TOv 
Aaurddwy abr ov. 

5. Xpovlgovros 5é rod 
vuudlov, éviotakav ma- 
oat kal €xdBevdov. 

6. Méons 6é€ vuxrds 
Kpavy yéyovev, 1d0v, 6 
vupplos épxerar e&épxe- 
obe els amavTynow av- 
Tov. 

7. Tore nyép0noav 
maca ui mapbévor éxet- 
vat, Kal éxdopnoay Tas 
Naurdbas abrav. 

8. Ai 6€ pwpal Tats 
ppovivors elmov, Adre 
juty éx Tov édalov Vuar, 
ére ai apmddes Nudy 
oBévyvyTat. 

9. ’AmexplOnoar dé ai 
ppbvimor, Aéyouta, M7- 
more ovK apKéon Huty Kal 
butv: mopeverbe 5é wah- 
Aov pos Tovs TwovvTas, 
kai dyopdoare éauTais. 

10. Arepxouévwy dé 
aitayv dyopdoat, Oev 
6 vuudlor Kal ai €rormor 
elofrOov per avrod eis 
rovs ydpous, kal éxelaOn 
7 Ovpa. 

11. “Yorepor 5 €pxov- 
rac Kal ai dowral map- 
Gévor, Aéyouta, Kupie, 
Kbpre, dvorEov nucv. 

12. ‘O 6é dmoxpibels 
elrev, Auhv Néyo byty, 
ovk olda buas. 

13. Tpnyopetre ody, 
bre od oldaTe THY hué- 
pay ovde Thy cpay, ev 7 
6 vids ToU dvOpurrou épxe- 
Ta. 


3. They that were fool- 
ish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with 
them: 


4. But the wise took 
oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. 


5. While the _ bride- 
groom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. 


6. And at midnight 
there was a cry made, 
Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to 
meet him. 


7. Then all those vir- 
gins arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. 


8. And the foolish said 
unto the wise, Give us 
of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out. 


9. But the wise an- 
swered, saying, Not so; 
lest there be not enough 
for us and you: but go 
ye rather to them that 
sell, and buy for your- 
selves. 


10. And while they 
went to buy, the bride- 
groom came; and they 
that were ready went in 
with him to the mar- 
riage: and the door was 
shut. 


11, Afterward came 
also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. 


12, But he answered 
and said, Verily I say 
unto you, I know you 
not. 

13. Watch therefore; 
for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour where- 
in woe Son of man com- 
eth. 
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3. The foolish girls 
took the lamps, but took 
no oil with them. 


4. And the wise girls 
took their lamps and oil 
in the vessels. 


5. The bridegroom tar- 
ried, and they were 
sleepy and fell asleep. 


6. In the night they 
suddenly cried, The 
bridegroom is coming. 
Go out to meet him, 


7. Then all the girls 
awoke, and trimmed 
their lamps. 


8. The foolish girls 
said to the wise, Give us 
of your oil, for our lamps 
have gone out. 


9. But the wise girls 
answered them, That is 
impossible: there will 
not be enough for us 
and you; go into the 
shop, and buy some. 


10. And while they 
went to buy, the bride- 
groom caine. Those 
who were ready went 
with the bridegroom to 
the wedding, and the 
door was shut, 


11. Then came the 
other girls, and_ said, 
Master, open the door. 


12, And he said to 
them, Truly, I do not 
know who you are. 


13, So do not sleep, for 
you do not know the day 
and the hour when the 
son of man will come. 


¥ 


120 


43, ’Exetvo dé yuvw- 
oxeré, bru ef HOE 6 olKo- 
decrdrys mola pudaky 6 
KNémTns EpxeTar, eypn- 
yopnoev av, Kal ovK ay 
elace Siopvyfvac Thy 
olklay avrov. 

23. Eire dé ris avdT@, 
Kupie, ef dXlyor of owfd- 
pevor; 0 6€ ele mpds 
avrovs, 

24. ’Aywuiferbe elo- 
ebety Sua THS oTEVAS 
mtdns* btu ToNKol, Aéyw 
duly, (nrnoovow elced- 


Getv, Kal odk laxvoovaw. 


25. Ad’ ob av eyepOn 
6 oikodeoméT ns, Kal airo- 
krelon THY Ovpav, Kat 
dpénabe Ew éaravar kat 
Kpovery THY Odpav, é- 
yovres,  KuUpie,  KUpLe, 
dvotov huty: Kal arro- 
«pidels épes vytv, OvK 
ol6a buds, mobev éaré: 

26. Tore dptecbe é- 
yeu, Eddyouev évibriby 
gov Kal émlomev, Kal év 
Tals wraTelats Hudy €dl- 
daéas. 

27. Kal épet, Aéyw 
duty, odk oda Uuds, é- 
bev eoté: arbornte ar 
é€u00, mavres ol épyarar 
THS ddKias. 


Matt. xxiv. 43. But 
know this, that if the 
goodman of the house 


had known in what 
watch the thief would 
come, he would have 


watched, and would not 
have sutfeied his house 
to be broken up. 

Luke xiii. 23. Then 
said one unto him, Lord, 
are there few that be 
saved? And he said un- 
to them, 


24, Strive> to enter in 
at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able.¢ 


25. Whend once‘ the 
master of the house is 
risen up,¢ and hath shut 
to the door, and ye be- 
gin to stand without, 
and to knock at the 
door, saying, Lord 
Lord, open unto us; and 
he shall angwer and say 
unto you, I know you 
not whence ye are: 


26. Then shall ye begin 
to say, We have eaten 
and drunk in thy pres- 
ence, and thou hast 
taught in our streets. 


27. But he shall say, I 
tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart 
from me, all ye workers 
of iniquity. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


43. But you know also 
that if the master of the 
house knew when the 
thief was coming, he 
would not sleep and 
would not allow his 
house to be broken into. 


23. And aman said to 
him, Sir, are there few 
who are saved? 


24. Fight to enter 
through the narrow 
gate, for many, I tell 
you, will strive to enter, 
and but few will prevail. 


25. If, from the time 
that the master comes, 
and shuts the door, you 
begin to stand outside, 
and to push at the door, 
saying, Master, master, 
open to us, he will say to 
you, I do not know you, 
and do not know 
whence you come. 


26. Then you will be- 
gin to say, We have 
eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast 
taught among us. 


27. And he will say, I 
tell you, I do not know 
you, whence you are. 
+O away from me, all 
you workers of iniquity. 


(a) The kingdom of heaven is outside of time and 


space; it is in you, in your present life. 


You will want 


to turn back those days, when it was within you, but it 


will be too late. 


The kingdom of God is your liberty to 


live in this world like sons, and not like slaves: your 


freedom is to live in the present. 


you cannot turn it back. 


(6) aywviFoua to struggle, fight. 


If you miss this life, 


This word is placed 


here on purpose, in contradistinction to ntncovow and 


in connection with 7 Baowrela Biagera. 


In this place 
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the same thought is expressed as in the words, The king- 
dom of God is taken by force. 

(¢) toxvm here, as in Acts xix. 20, in the sense of to 
prevail. 

(d) This sentence is translated, When the master shuts 
the door, you will, knock, etc.; but the translation is in- 
correct: ad’ od av does not mean when, and dpyowa 
means to begin, and not will. 

(e) Many texts have, The master will come. Will 
wake does not fit in with the master’s getting up on 
purpose to shut the door. 


Having explained that the presence of the son of man 
is nowhere and not in time, Jesus proceeds to elucidate it 
by parables. He says that, since the days of the son of 
man are outside time, men who bear in themselves the 
comprehension of God must not represent it to them- 
selves in time, but always outside of time, and must live 
the life of the son of man, unite with him. If in the 
comparison with the master of the house and the girls we 
are to see, as the church does, an indication of the time, 
and by the bridegroom we are to understand Christ’s 
coming in time, then the meaning of the whole teaching 
is lost, and we affirm precisely what Jesus denied. 

The parables make it clear that there is no time for the 
son of man. The night watchman is made a night watch- 
man for the very purpose that he may not sleep the whole 
night, for he cannot know the time when he may be 
needed. Even thus the girls met to receive the bride- 
groom. And even thus it is with the son of man. The 
son of man is a son of man for the very purpose that he 
‘may always live as the son in the house of the Father, 
and not as a slave, and may always recognize God in 
himself. 

The master of the house which the thief broke into 
would not have allowed the house to be robbed, if he had 
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known when the thief would come. Consequently it is 
impossible to know the time. Always and never. The 
master must so arrange his house that nothing may be 
stolen from it. Even thus it is with the comprehension 
of God. It does not come or go,— time does not exist 
for it. If there is the comprehension, that means that 
the life of the son of man outside of time has begun. 

Jesus is asked after that whether there will be many 
who will be saved. He does not answer this question, 
for he cannot answer it. 

For the son of man there is neither place, nor time, and 
so neither much, nor little. The seed is cast into all men. 
But he replies to it, We must not discuss who will be 
saved, and in what manner ;. but we must work, struggle, 
by force enter through the door, for those who will 
discuss will not enter. There was a time for entering, 
but they did not do so, and the door is shut. And no 
reflection will be of any avail. We must not discuss, 
but work. Those enter who struggle and do righteous- 
ness. The doers of unrighteousness cannot enter, because 
the master does not know them, — they do not exist for 
him. 

While instructing concerning the life of the son of 
man in all men, concerning its independence from place 
and time, Jesus Christ speaks of the life of men in gen- 
eral. Speaking of the son of man, he does not speak of 
the death of men. There is no death for the son of man; 
death is only the manifestation of darkness. Death is 
everything which is not the son of man. If Jesus 
were speaking of the death of men, he ought to say 
that the spirit of man comes to life, but he does not 
say so anywhere, and seems to be avoiding the question 
of the visible death. He does not really avoid it, but 
this concept does not exist in his teaching. -The death 
of the individual man is the same darkness as every 
action of all men who do not live by the comprehension 
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of God. The death of individual men, according to his 
teaching, is a condition in which it is no longer possible 
to live by the comprehension of God; it is that which in 


his similes he represents by the shut door. 


OF THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN 


27. Méd\rX\ea yap 6 vids 
Tov avOpmrov epxerbac 
év 7H O6&y Tod tarpds 
avrou weTa TOY ayyédwy 
avrov: kal réTe drodwoe 
éxdoTW KaTa THY Wpaév 
avrov. 

31. "Oray 6& ZdOy 6 
vids TOO dvOpwrou év TH 
66&n avrov, kal mares 
o: dye dyyedo. per 
avrov, TéTe Kabloe éml 
Opbvouv dbEns adrod, 

32. Kal cuvaxdjoerac 
Zumpocber avrod mavra 
Ta €0vn, Kal apopre? ad- 
Tovs dm’ ad\AnAwWY, doTep 
6 Touuny adopifea Ta 
mpoBara ard dy épipwy, 

33. Kal orjoce Ta pev 
mpoBara éx dev avrod, 
Ta 6é épipia €& edwrijpwr. 


Matt. xvi. 27. For the 
Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; 
and then he shall reward 
every man according to 
his works.¢ 


Matt. xxv. 31. When 
the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his 
glory: 


32. And before him 
shall be gathered all 
nations: and he shall 
separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from 
the goats: 


33. And he shall set 
the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on 
the left. 


27. For the son of man 
will enter with his pow- 
ers, and will reward 
every man according to 
his works. 


31. When the son of 
man will enter into his 
meaning, and all his 
powers with him, he 
will settle himself in the 
seat of his meaning. 


32. Then all men will 
appear before him, and 
he will separate them 
one from another, as a 
shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats; 


33. And he will drive 
the sheep to the right, 
and the goats to the left. 


(a) I repeat this verse here so as to make clear 


Matt. xxv. 31, in which it says what will happen 
when the son of man will come in the glory of the 
Father. The word év is in the gospel language fre- 
quently used for eds, as in Mark vi. 17: Avros yap ¢ 
“Hpwdns amootetAas éxpatnoe Tov “lwdvynv, Kai edynoev 
avtov év Tn pvdakn. 


The coming of the son of man in the meaning of the 
Father, in his meaning, has no other significance than 
exalting the son of man. When this meaning of the 
son of man will appear, it will by this very appearance 
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divide all men into two parts, as the shepherd separates the 


sheep from the goats. 


It is the office of the son of man 


to divide the world, to separate the living from the dead. 


34. Tére pe? 6 Bacu- 
Reds Tots éx deEGyv avrod, 
AcOre, of evhoynmévor TOU 
maTpos mov, KAnpovopn- 
care THY Hrowacuevny 
buty Bacirelay ard KaTa- 
Bodfjs Koopov. 

85. ~Enelvaca yap, 
Kal €0@Karé wor pavyetv: 
edlnoa, kal éroricaré 
pe: E€vos Hunv, Kal ovy- 
myayeré pe 

36. Tupvos, kal mepi- 
eBareré pe Hobévnca, 
kal émeckéWaobé pe év 
puraky Hunv, kal #rOere 
T pos Me. 

37. Téore dmroxpi07- 
covra avr@ ol dikator, 
Aéyoures, Kupue, more oe 
eldomev tmev@vTa, Kal 
eOpévauev; } dupavra, 
kal éroticaper ; 

38. Ilére 6é ce evdomev 
&dvov, kal cuvnyayoper ; 
i) yuuvor, Kal mepieBddo- 
HEV; 

39. Ilére 6é ce eldo- 
pev dabevh, 7) év pudaky, 
kal HAOouev pds cE; 

40). Kal daoxpiels 6 
Baciheds €pet avrots, 
"Aphv éyw wtyiv, &p 
doov émonoare evi Tov- 


Twv Tv adEekPpav jou 
TaY édaxloTwv, éyol 
éroinoare. 


41. Tére épe? kat rots 
€& ebwrviuwv, IlopeverGe 
dr éwod, of KaTnpapévor, 
els TO Trip 7d alwnor, 
To hromuacuevoy TH dta- 
Bo\w Kai rots ayyéXous 
avrov. 


Matt. xxv. 34, Then 
shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you 
from the foundation of 
the world :4 


35. For I was a hun- 
gered, and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I was 
a stranger, and ye took 
me in: 


36. Naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, 
and ye visited me: I was 
in prison, and ye came 
unto me. 


37. Then shall _ the 
righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw 
we thee a hungered, and 
fed thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee drink? 


38. When saw we thee 
a stranger, and took 
thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? 


39. Or when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto thee? 


40. And the king shall 
answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one 
of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 


41. Then shall he say 
also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into ever- 


lasting? fire, prepared 
for the devil and his 
angels: 


34. Then the lord will 
say to those whom he 
has separated and placed 
on the right, Come 
hither, you beloved of 
my Father, and inherit 
the kingdom prepared 
for you from the begin- 
ning of the world. 


35. For I was hungry, 
and you fed me; I was 
thirsty, and you gave 
me to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you took 
me in; 


36. I was naked, and 
you clothed me; I was 
sick, and you tended on 
me; I was in prison, and 
you came to see me, 


37. Then the righteous 
will answer him, and 
say, When did we see 
thee hungry, and fed 
thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee to drink? 


38. When did we see 
thee a stranger, and took 
thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? 


39. When did we see 
thee sick, or in prison, 
and came to see thee? 


40. And the lord will 
say to them in reply, 
You know yourselves 
that whatever you have 
done to the least of these 
my brethren, you have 
done to me. 


41. Then he will say to 
those who are on the 
left, Go away from me, 
unbeloved, into the 
outer fire, prepared for 
evil and its powers. 
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42. ’Emelvaca yap, 
kal ovx €dwWKaré wor da- 
yetv: édhpyoa, kal ovK 
‘ éroticaré me: 

43, Révos juny, kal 
ob curnyayeTé per Yyu- 
pevos, kal ov mepieBaderé 
pe: aobevhns, Kal év gu- 
Aaky, Kal ovdk émeckdva- 
ode me. 

44. Tore droxpidy- 
govrat ad’t@ Kal avrol, 
Aéyorres, Kupie, wore oe 
eldouev twev@vra, de 
wavra, H Eévov,  yu- 
uvov,t) acbevn, 7) ev pu- 
ak, Kal od dinkovyica- 
Mev OL; 

45. Tére dmroxpiOjce- 
Tat avrots, Néywv, Auny 
éyw vutv, ép scov ovdK 
éroinoare évt TOUT WY TOY 
éhaxlotwy, ove 
éTOLNT ATE. 

46. Kal diredevoovrat 
otros els KbNacLY al@mov- 
of dé Sikawe els (why 
alwvov. 


émuol 


42. For I was an hun- 
gered, and ye gave me 
no meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no 
drink: 


43. I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in: 
naked, and ye clothed 
me not: sick, and in 
prison, and ye visited 
me not. 


44. Then shall they 
also answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungered, or athirst, 
or a stranger, or naked, 
or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto 
thee? 


45. Then shall he an- 
swer them, saying, 
Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye. did it 
not to one of the least of 
these, ye did it not to 
me. 


46. And these shall go 
away into everlasting 
punishment:«¢ but the 
righteous into life eter- 
nal. 
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42. For I was hungry, 
and you did not give me 
to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you did not give me to 
drink; 

43. I was a stranger, 
and you did not receive 
me; I was naked, and 
you did not clothe me; 
Iwas sick-and in prison, 
and you did not look 
after me. 


44, Then these will an- 
swer him, saying, Lord, 
when did we see thee 
hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and 
did not serve thee? 


45. Then he will an- 
swer them, You know 
yourselves that whatso- 
ever you did not do to 
the least of your breth- 
ren, you did not do to 
me. 


46. And they will go 
into the everlasting 
segregation, but the 
ys ahi into life eter- 
nal. 


(a) The same idea is expressed here as in the words, 
Before Abraham was, I am, and in the words, For God. 


all are alive. 


(6) Many texts have é€érepov external, that is, outside 


of life. 


The idea has been frequently expressed before. 


(c) KoXaow means not only punishment, but also cut- 


ting away, pruning. 


The son of man in his meaning, that is, when the son 
of man is exalted, when the life of the spirit is under- 
stood, the son of man will reward each man according to 


his works. 


lord of life, and he separates the men. 


in Chapter V. of John. 


The son of man, the spirit in man, is the 


The same is said 


The Father does not judge, does 


not separate any one, but gives every judgment and divi- 
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sion to the son. And the son divides all men, as the 
shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. To the first 
he says, Come and receive what has been intended for’ 
you since the beginning of the world, that is, receive the 
life, not the carnal life, but that of the spirit, which has 
no beginning, no end, and which you have retained in 
yourselves. i 


THERE IS NO OTHER LIFE 


You will be mendicants and vagrants, you will be 
humbled. But he who loves father or mother, son or 
daughter, more than me, has not comprehended my 
teaching. He who is not prepared for all carnal suffer- 
ings has not understood me. He who acquires everything 
which is best for the carnal life will lose the true life. 
And he who loses the carnal life will receive the true 
life. 

In response to these words Peter said to him, That is 
true, and we have listened to you, and have given up all 
cares and all property, and have become vagrants, and 
have followed thee. What will be our reward ? 

Jesus said to them, Thou knowest thyself what thou 
hast given up; and every man who gives up his family, 
sisters, brothers, father, mother, wife, children, and prop- 
erty, aud follows my teaching of the true good, will he 
not receive a hundred times more even in this life, now, 
sisters, and brothers, and fields, and everything which he 
needs ? and besides, in this life, he receives the life out- 
side of time. But thou art mistaken in supposing that 
thou wilt get a reward for what thou hast done. There 
are no rewards in the kingdom of God. The kingdom of 
God is the aim and the reward. In the kingdom of God 
all are equal, and there are no first, and no last. 

The kingdom of God is like this: A master went out 
in the morning to hire labourers for the garden. He 
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hired them at a penny a day, and brought them to the 
garden, where he set them to work. 

And he went cut again at noontime, and hired more 
labourers, and sent them to the garden to work. And he 
agreed with all of them to give them a penny. 

When the time for paying came, the master com- 
manded that all the labourers be paid an equal amount, 
first those who came last, and then those who came 
first. 

When the first saw that the last were getting a penny 
each, they thought that they would get more. But. the 
first received but a penny each. And they murmured, 
and said, How is this? They have done but one plot, and 
we have done all four, and yet we are paid the same: this 
is not fair. 

And the master came up, and said, Why do you 
grumble? Have I not treated you right? I have paid 
to you as much as we agreed upon. Take what belongs to 
you, and go. If I want to pay the last as much as I 
have paid you, have I not the right to do so? Or are 
you envious, because you see that I am good ? 

In the kingdom of God there are no first and no last, — 
all are the same. He who does the will of God and gives 
up the carnal life has the life of the spirit. And those 
who fulfil it are in the will of God. Nobody else can 
bring man nearer to the will of God. ‘fhe kingdom of 
God is taken by assault. 

One day, two of the disciples, James and John, came 
up to Jesus, saying, Teacher, promise us that thou wilt do 
for us what we shall ask thee. 

He said, What do you wish ? 

They said, We want to be as thou art. 

And Jesus said to them, You ask what is not in my 
power. You can live like me, and be regenerated in 
spirit like me, but it is not in my power to make you like 
myself. All men are variously born, and to each a dif- 
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ferent degree of the comprehension is given, but all may 
alike do the will of God and receive life. 

When the other disciples heard this, they grew angry 
at the two brothers, because they wanted to be like the 
teacher, and the eldest of the disciples. 

But Jesus called them up, and said, If you, brothers 
James and John, asked me to make you like myself, in 
order to be the leading disciples, you were in error; if 
you, the other disciples, are angry at them, because these 
two want to be of greater authority than you, you, too, 
are in error. Only in the world do they count by kings 
and rulers, who are of greater authority, to rule the 
nations ; but among you there can be no greater and no 
smaller. In order that one of you may be greater than 
another, he must be a servant to all, for the teaching of 
the son of man consists even in this, that he does not 
live to be ministered to, but to minister to all, and that 
we should give up our life as a ransom for the life of the 
spirit. God the spirit seeks the salvation of him who 
perishes. God wishes the salvation of men, and rejoices 
at it, as rejoices the shepherd, when he has found his lost 
sheep. And when one has been lost, he leaves the ninety- 
nine, and goes to save the one which is lost. And ifa 
woman loses a penny, she will sweep her whole house, 
until she finds it. God loves what perishes and calls it 
to himself. 

And he told them another parable, saying that those 
who lived in the will of God should not exalt themselves. 
He said, If thou art called to a dinner, do not seat thyself 
in the front corner, lest some one more honoured should 
come, and the host say to thee, Go away from there, and 
let him sit down who is better than thou; and then thou 
wilt be put to shame. Rather seat thyself in the lowest 
place, for then the host will find thee and call thee to the 
place of honour, and thou wilt be honoured. 

Even thus there is no place of pride in the kingdom of 
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God. He who exalts himself, by that very act abases 
himself, and he who humbles himself (considers himself 
unworthy), by that very act raises himself in the kingdom 
of God. . 

A man had two sons. The younger one said, Father, 
give me my portion. And the father gave it to him. 

The younger son took his portion and went to a foreign 
country, where he squandered his possessions, and fell 
into misery. And he became a swineherd in that foreign 
land. And he suffered so much hunger that he ate the 
acorns with the swine. And one day he reflected on his 
life, and said to himself, Why did I leave my father’s 
house? my father has plenty of everything. At my 
father’s the labourers get their fill to eat, while I eat the 
same food as the swine. I will go to my father, fall down 
before his feet, and say, Father, I have sinned before 
thee ; I am not worthy of being thy son, so take me as a 
labourer. 

So he thought, and went to his father. And as he 
was coming near to the house, and his father saw him in 
the distance, he ran to meet his son, and embraced him, 
and began to kiss him. 

And the son said, Father, I have sinned before thee, I 
am not worthy of being thy son. 

But the father would not listen to him, and said to the 
servants, Go and bring at once the best raiment, and 
the best shoes, and dress him. And run and catch the 
fatted calf and kill it: we shall rejoice, because this son 
of mine was dead, and has been made alive. He was 
lost, and now he has been found. 

The elder brother was returning from the field, and as 
he came near the house he heard them singing at home. 
He called up a boy, and asked him, What merriment is 
this in our house ? 

And the boy said, Hast thou not heard? Thy brother 
has returned, and thy father is rejoicing, and has com- 
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manded that the fatted calf be killed, to make merry at 
the return of his son. 

The elder brother was angry, and did not go into the 
house. But the father came out to him, and called him. 

Father, I have worked for thee these many years, and 
have not disobeyed thee, but thou hast never killed a calf 
for me. My younger brother left the house and spent all 
his portion with drunkards, and thou hast ordered the 
fatted calf to be killed for him. 

And the father said, Thou art always with me, and 
everything I have is thine. How can I help rejoicing, 
since thy brother was dead, and has come to life; he was 
lost, and has been found. 

Even thus your Father in heaven does not want a 
single man, not even the least worthy, to be lost, but 
wants him to live. 

The life of men, who do not understand that they are 
not living in this world that they may eat and drink and 
make merry, but that they may all their life work for 
God, is like this: a master planted a garden, got it into 
good shape, and did everything that it might bring forth 
fruits. And he sent labourers into the garden, to work, 
to gather the fruits, and to pay him for the garden 
according to the agreement. 

This master is God, the garden is the world. The 
labourers are men. God created the world and sent men 
into it that they might give to God what is God’s, the 
comprehension of life, which he has placed in them. 
The time came, and the master sent his servant to col- 
lect the rent. God is in the souls of men, continually 
speaking to them of what they ought to do for him, and 
continually calling them. 

The labourers drove away the messenger of the master 
without anything, and continued to live, imagining that 
it was their own garden, and that they were settled in it 
for their own sakes. Men have driven away the admoni- 
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tion of the will of God, and continue to live, imagining 
that they are living for themselves, for the pleasures of 
the carnal life. 

Then the master sent more of his favourites, and his 
son, to remind the labourers of their duty. But the 
labourers entirely lost their reason and imagined that if 
they killed the master’s son, who reminded them of the 
fact that the garden was not theirs, they would be left in 
peace, and so they killed him. Men do not like to be 
reminded of the spirit which dwells within them and 
shows them that it is eternal, while they are not, and they 
have killed, as much as they could, the consciousness of 
the spirit, wrapped it in a handkerchief, and hid in the 
ground the talent which was given to them. 

What was the master to do? Only this, to drive the 
labourers away, and to send others in their place. What 
is God to do? To sow while there is any fruit. And 
this he does. Men have not comprehended that the con- 
sciousness of the spirit, which is in them, and which they 
are hiding, because it interferes with them, is the very 
comprehension which is the foundation of life. They re- 
ject the very stone by which everything is supported. 
And those who will not take the spirit as the foundation 
of life, do not enter into the kingdom of God and do not 
receive life. in order to receive life and the kingdom of 
God, a man must remember his situation, not wait for 
rewards, but feel himself under obligations. 

Then the disciples said to Jesus, Increase our faith. 
Tell us something which will make us believe more firmly 
in the life of the spirit so that we may not regret the life 
of the flesh. See how much we must give away, and it 
is necessary to give up everything for the life of the 
spirit. And thou sayest thyself that there is no reward. 

And to this Jesus replied, If your faith were as strong 
as is your faith that out of a birch seed there will grow 
up a large tree, you would believe that within you there 
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is the only germ of the life of the spirit, out of which 
grows the true life. Faith does not consist in believing 
in something miraculous, but in understanding our con- 
dition and that in which our salvation is. If thou under- 
standest thy condition, thou wilt not be waiting for 
rewards, but wilt work to retain what has been given 
thee. If thou comest from the field with thy labourer, 
thou wilt not seat him at the table, but wilt command 
him to put away the cattle and get thy supper ready, and 
only then wilt thou say to him, Eat and drink. Thou 
dost not thank the labourer for doing his duty. And 
the labourer is not offended, but works and waits for 
his due. 

Even thus do what is right, and think that you are 
worthless labourers, and have done only what was right, 
and wait for no.reward. The care ought to be, not about 
receiving the reward, but about not being a guilty and 
bad labourer. We must not have a thought for this, that 
we believe that there will be a reward and that there will 
be life, — this cannot be otherwise; but we must have a 
thought for this, that we may not lose this life, and that 
we may not forget that it is given to us, that we may 
bring forth its fruits and do the will of God. We must 
not think of what we have accomplished, and that a 
reward is coming to us. 

Only then will you understand that there is a kingdom 
of God, of which I tell you, and that this kingdom of 
God is the only salvation from death, and will not appear 
in such a way as to be visible. Of the kingdom of God 
which saves from death we cannot say, Here it has come, 
or, It will come; Here it is, or, There it is. It is within 
you, in your soul: and so, if the time ever comes that 
you wish to find salvation in life, you will be searching 
for it in some time, and you will not find it. And if 
they tell you, Salvation is here, salvation is there, do not 
seek this salvation anywhere but within you; for salva- 
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tion is ike lightning, sudden, and for it there is no time, 
and there is no death, — it is within you. 

And as was salvation for Noah, and as it was for Lot, 
such it always is for the son of man. Life remains the 
same for all men: all eat, drink, marry, but when the flood 
comes, and the rain from heaven, when carnal death comes, 
some perish, and others are saved. When the kingdom 
of God within you shall come, each one of you will no 
longer think of the carnal; and do not look around, like 
Lot’s wife. It is impossible for you to plough, if you 
look back. Remember only the present. 

Then the disciples asked how they could tell that the 
day of salvation had come and that we had attained 
eternal life. 

And Jesus replied to them, Nobody can know when 
and where this is going to happen to man. It is impos- 
sible to show and prove it. The one thing which we can 
know is that, when this takes place in you, you will feel 
the true life. What will happen to you, is what happens 
to a tree in the spring: it was dead, and now you see 
the branches growing soft, and the buds filling up, and the 
leaves growing. It is this that you will feel in yourselves. 
You will feel in yourselves life which proceeds from you. 
When you feel this, you may know that the kingdom of 
God and the day of salvation are near. Consequently, 
have no thought for the carnal life. Seek only to be in 
the will of God, — everything else will come of itself. 

And he said that it was necessary to wish for this one 
thing only, and not to lose courage. 

And the disciples said, Teach us to pray. 

And he said, Your prayer shall be this only: Father, 
thy spirit be holy in us, thy will be in us. Let us feed 
on the carnal life for the life of the spirit. Do not im- 
portune us, asking for what we owe thee, as we will not 
importune those who are indebted to us. Have no 
accounting with us. 
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Tf a son asks his father for bread, his father will cer- 
tainly not give him a stone; nor will he give him a snake 
instead of a fish. If we, evil men, give to our children 
what is good, and not what is bad for them; how then 
will our Father, from whom we come, the Father of the 
spirit, refuse us that spirit, for which alone we ask him ? 
Not only no father, but no stranger can refuse another, 
when he is persistently asked to give him a thing. If 
thou goest at midnight to thy neighbour to ask him for 
bread, in order to entertain thy guest, thou knowest that, 
if not out of friendship, certainly out of shame, he will 
give thee what thou wantest, if thou askest him persist- 
ently. If thou wilt ask, thou wilt receive; if thou wilt 
knock, it will be opened to thee. Certainly you cannot 
expect God to give you of the spirit, which saves from 
death, if you do not seek, and ask him. 

And Jesus said, There was an evil judge, who feared 
neither God nor men. And a poor widow begged him, 
but he would not pass judgment. And the widow clung 
to the judge day and night, begging him all the time. 
And the judge said, What can I do? I will settle the 
case as the widow wants me to, or else she will give me 
no rest. 

Consider this, that, though the judge was unrighteous, 
he did it.: How then will God refuse to do what they 
peay to him for day and night? If there is God, he will 
do it. If there is no God, and instead of God there is an 
unrighteous judge, there is still the son of man, who is 
seeking truth, and we cannot help but believe in him. 
Seek the kingdom of God and his truth at all times, 
in every place, and all else will come of itself. Do 
not trouble yourselves about the future, and try only 
to avoid the present evil. 

Be always ready, like servants waiting for the master, 
to open the door, the moment he comes. The servants 
do not know when he will return, whether early or late, 
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and must always be ready. And if they meet the master 
and have done his will, they fare well. The same is in 
life: always, at every minute of the present, we must 
live the life of the spirit, without thinking of the past 
and the future, and without saying to ourselves, I will do 
this or that at such and such atime. If the master knew 
when the thief would come, he would not sleep; even 
thus you must not sleep, because for the son of man there 
is no time: he lives only in the present, and does not 
know when the beginning and the end of his life are. 
Our life is like the life of a slave whom the master left 
as a watchman in his house. Happy is the slave who 
always does the will of his master. But if he says, My 
master will not come back immediately, and forgets his 
master’s business, the master will return unawares, and 
will drive him away. And so do not lose your courage, 
but always live in the spirit in the present. For life 
there is no time. 

Look after yourselves, lest you burden and bedim 
yourselves with too much eating and drinking and 
with cares, and lose the time of salvation. The time 
of salvation is thrown over you like a snare,—dit is 
always here. And so always live the life of the son 
of man. 

The kingdom of heaven is like this: Ten maidens 
went out with their lamps to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were wise, and five foolish. The foolish 
girls took the lamps, but forgot the oil, while the wise 
maidens took both the lamps and a supply of oil: As 
they were waiting for the bridegroom, they fell asleep. 

When the bridegroom came near, the foolish maidens 
saw that they did not have enough oil; they begged the 
wise girls for some and went to buy it; while they were 
gone, the bridegroom came, and the wise maidens, who 
had oil, went in with him, and the doors were closed. 
The only reason the maidens had to go out was to meet 
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the bridegroom with their lamps, and they had forgotten 
that what was important was that the lamps should burn 
at the proper time. But that they should burn then, it 
was necessary for them to have burned all the time. Life 
is given only for the purpose of exalting the son of man, 
and the son of man is always; he is not in time, and so 
we must serve him outside of time, in the present only. 
And so make an effort, do works, that you may enter 
into the life of the spirit; if you make no effort, you will 
not enter into it. 

You will say, We have said this and that, but you will 
not do good deeds, and so there will not be the whole 
life: for the son of man in his power will give to each 
what he has done. 

Men are all divided according to their manner of 
serving the son of man. By their works they are divided 
into two classes, as a flock of sheep is separated from the 
goats. Some will live, and others will die. Those who 
have served the son of man will receive what belonged to 
them from the beginning of the world,— the life which 
they have preserved. But they have preserved their life 
by serving the son of man: they have fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, received the stranger, visited the 
prisoner. Some have lived the life of the son of man, 
feeling that he is one in all men, and so loved him. He 
is one in all. But those who have not lived the life of 
the son of man did not serve him and did not understand . 
that he is one in all, and so they have not united with 
him, and have lost the life in him, and perished. 


THE life of the spirit is given to man. 
expressed in the life of the flesh. 


CHAPTER IX. 


THE OFFENCES 


This life is 


If a man will live the 


carnal life alone, he will perish, like all flesh. 


His only salvation lies in living by the spirit. 


Vie se 


man has come to recognize the spirit in himself, he lives 


by it, and thus saves himself from death. 


Every man 


knows it, but the carnal life tempts him and leads him 
away from the life of the spirit. 

In what do the offences of the flesh consist, and how 
are they to be avoided ? 


13. Kat mpocépepov 
alr@ tatdia, iva dnrac 
atra&y: of 6é padnrat 
éretluwy Tots mpoopé- 
povow: 

14, "ldap dé 6’ Inaots 
qyavaxrnoe, Kal elev 
avrots, “Agere Ta mratdla 
Zpxec0ar mpos we, Kal 
wh Kwrvere abra: Tov 
yap Towttwyv éoriv 7 
Baowrela Tov Oeod- 

15. "Auiy rAéyw dyrv, 
“Os day uy d€Enrar Thy 
Bacidelav Tod Oeot ws 
maotov, ov myn eloédOn 
els avrny. 


Mark x. 13. And they 
brought young children 
to him, that he should 
touche them; and’ his 
disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. 


14. But when Jesus 
saw it, he was much 
displeased, and said 


unto them, Sutfer the 
little children to come 
unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such 
is the kingdom of God. 


15. Verily I say, unto 
you, Whosoever — shall 
not receive? the king— 
dom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter 
therein. j 


13. And they brought 
children to Jesus, that 
they might walk up to 
him; but his disciples 
did not admit those who 
brought them, 


14. When Jesus saw 
it, he was grieved, and 
he said to them, Let the 
children come to me, 
and do not hinder them; 
for such as they are are 
in the kingdom of God. 


15. You know your- 
selves that if the king- 
dom of God is not 
understood as a child 
understands it, you will 
not enter into it. 


(a) drropat.means to hook, and only in a transferred 
sense to touch, come newr. 
(0) déxopar to understand : 
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1 Cor. ti. 14. But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
ean he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


This passage is repeated in all the synoptics. The 
meaning of this place is completely lost. 

This is what Reuss says about it (Vol. IL, pp. 523 and 
524): 


L’imposition des mains implique l’idée et le fait d’une béné- 
diction que Matthieu et Mare seuls mentionnent. explicitement. 
On sait par l’Ancien Testament quel prix les Israélites atta- 
chaient & la bénédiction d’un pére, d’un prophéte ou d’un autre 
personnage vénérable par son Age ou son caractére. L’opinion 
populaire, telle qu’elle s’était formée sur le compte de Jésus, 
devait done voir, dans Vimposition de ses mains, un gage de 
bonheur. Les disciples ne voyaient la qu’une importune curi- 
osité et voulaient débarrasser leur maitre de la foule qui l’obsé- 
dait. Jésus leur dit de laisser faire les parents, & la foi desquels il 
veut donner la satisfaction qu’ils recherchaient. Mais il veut 
en méme temps donner une legon aux siens et prononce a cette 
occasion un mot que nous avons déja rencontré plus haut 
(Matth. xviii. 3, sect. 55), sous une forme tant soit peu diffé- 
rente. Jésus déclare aimer les enfants, s’intéresser @ eux, parce 
qwils ont une qualité que doivent avoir tous ceux qui veulent 
entrer au royaume de Dieu. Quelle est cette qualité? Comment 
Vhomme adulte peut-il étre semblable a l’enfant, quand il s’agit 
pour lui d’avoir part & ce royaume? Si la réponse de Jésus se 
bornait 4 la phrase commune aux trois évangélistes, nous pour- 
rions nous contenter de rappeler Vexplication donnée précédem- 
ment. Mais Marc et Luc en ajoutent une autre, qui dit qu’il 
faut recevoir le royaume comme le recevrait un enfant; c’est 1a 
une pensée nouvelle. Les enfants sont opposés ici aux hommes 
a qui Jésus avait affaire ordinairement quand il était question 
du royaume; & ceux qui, en leur qualité de Juifs, ou de justes, 
ou d’observateurs rigoureux de la loi, réclamaient leur part au 
royaume comme un droit acquis, comme une récompense qui 
leur était due. L’enfant ne se met pas & ce point de vue; il peut 
désirer vivement, mais il ne calcule pas, il ne pése pas ses titres, 
il accepte avec bonheur et reconnaissance ce que ses parents lui 
offrent. 

Ce mot de Jésus: Laissez venii*& moi les enfants! est cité & 
tort par ceux qui essaient d’établir le baptéme des enfants sur des 
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textes du Nouveau Testament. On peut s’en servir & cet effet, 
a condition qu’on se fasse du baptéme lui-méme une autre idée 
que Jean-Baptiste, Jésus et les apdtres, qui demandaient d’abord 
la foi consciente et réfiéchie. 


This is what the church says (pp. 349 and 350): 


To touch them: It was a Jewish custom to lay the hands on 
one’s head in invoking a special blessing of God upon a person. 
The Jews ascribed great importance to the prayers of godly 
people, since they knew the efficacy of such prayers from exam- 
ples of their history, and were convinced that those who received 
a blessing from the saints, or had prayers said in their names, 
would be fortunate. 

His disciples rebuked those: Out of respect for Jesus Christ, 
perhaps supposing that, being occupied with other important 
affairs and elevated discourses, he would be troubled by the 
children; perhaps they did not wish to tax his strength. 

For of such is the kingdom of heaven: Of such and of similar 
persons as regards their moral qualities: on account of inno- 
cence, simplicity, sincerity, and so forth. 

Put his hands upon them: That is, blessed them and prayed 
for them. 


But this passage must be important, since it is twice 
repeated in this division and in Matt. xvii, Mark ix, 
and Luke ix., and always to the same purpose. I place 
this passage before Chapter XVIII., because it expresses 
this idea in a general way. In Matt. xvii, this idea is 
already being elucidated. For the church people the 
whole meaning of this passage is concentrated on this, 
that Jesus blesses the children by putting on his hands, 
and they proceed to explain why he puts on his hands; but 
they see nothing beyond this. And yet the putting on 
of the hands is of no interest: it is only the cause why 
Jesus expressed his instructive words. The putting on 
of the hands occupies the same place as in other places 
the words, At that time, After that, and so forth. What 
is important is what he expressed on this occasion. And 
what he did express is this: in the first place, he was 
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grieved to see the disciples consider any being unworthy 
and incapable of uniting with him. In the second place, 
on this occasion he told the people that they must not 
keep the children from uniting with him. In the third 
place, he said, that was the more bad, since the children, 
as long as they were not spoiled men, naturally were 
in that kingdom of God which he was preaching, and so 
they ought not to be separated from him, but, on the 
contrary, men ought to learn from them how to under- 
stand the kingdom of God. All these ideas are explained 
in Matt. xviii. 


2. Kal mpocxarerd- _ Matt. xviii. 2. And 2, And Jesus called a 


pevos 6 Inoovs madtov, 
éornoev avTd ev péow 
QUT av, 

3. Kal elrev, “Auhy 
Aéyw duly, éav uh oTpa- 
pnre kal yévynobe ws Ta 
matdla, o} un elaédOnre 
els THY Bacitelav Tov 
ovpavar. 

5. Kal és dav dé&nrar 
matdlov Towvrov év én 
Te dvouart pov, eye 
OéxeT al: 

37. Kal és éav éueé 
déEnrat, ovK éue déxeT at, 
adAG TOV arocrelhavTa 
Me. 


Jesus called a little child 
unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them. 


3. And said, Verily 
I say unto you, Except 
ye be converted, and 
become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of 
heaven. 


5. And whoso_ shall 
receive one such little 
child in my name receiy- 
eth me. 


Mark ix. 37, And who- 
soever shall receive me, 
receiveth not me, but 
him that sent me. 


little boy, and placed 
him among his disci- 
ples. 


3. And said, Truly I 
tell you, If you do not 
turn back, and become 
as little children, you 
will not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 


5. And whoever under- 
stands one such child, 
as he understands me, 
understands my teach- 
ing. 

37. And he who under- 
stands me understands 
him who has sent me. 


To enter into the kingdom of God one must be as 


a child. 


If you do not return to your childhood and 


will not be like children you cannot be in the will of 


God. 


Before this it said, Be vagrants, mendicants, like chil- 


dren, not because you did not know how to obtain a 
country, possessions, a family, but like children who do 
not know anything about country, or courts, or property, 
or adultery, or oaths, — be like children. These words, 
like those about the adulterous woman, have had much 
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luck, and an endless number of discussions, sentimental 
phrases, and pictures have been produced on this theme, 
but the meaning of these much-repeated words remain 
not only misty but even incomprehensible. 

These words are anything but sentimental or misty 
phrases ; they are very definite and clear, stern words; 
just as significant, stern, and clear, as the words about 
this, that if you are not like vagrants, mendicants, you 
will not enter into the kingdom of God. Either state- 
ment is repeated just as often, and again it says here, 
If you are not vagrants, like children, you will not enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

What, then, does it mean to be like children ? 

Jesus, who has been admonishing us to have the com- 
prehension, could certainly not have said, Be as foolish 
as the children. To be as weak as the children would 
be of no use. To be as good as the children would be 
an untruth, for children are frequently very bad. To 
be prepared for everything, to love God and our neigh- 
bours, —that the children cannot be, for children are 
very egoistical beings. So in what way are we to be 
like children ? - Those who have concealed the five com- 
mandments of the sermon on the mount will never guess 
it. Only those who comprehend these commandments 
will find the answer very simple and clear. 

Tn the five rules it said: 

(1) Be not angry, and forgive offences; act in such a 
way that no one will have resentment against thee: chil- 
dren always do this, —no one is angry at children. 

(2) Commit no adultery: children do not commit 
adultery. 

(3) Do not swear: children do not understand what 
an oath is. 

(4) Do not go to court: children are afraid of a court. 

(5) Have no enemies of state : they do not understand 
this, 
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So this is what is meant by being like children: not 
to have faith in those human institutions which have 
created evil,— enmity, adultery, promises, courts, vio- 
lence, and wars. In Matthew, Chapter XVIII, Verse 6, 
after pointing out how to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, we read, Woe to those who will tempt, cheat, 
lead into evil these innecent ones. Only when we under- 
stand this shall we understand the meaning of the words, 
He who will understand what a child is, according to my 
teaching, will understand my teaching and the will of 
the Father. We must understand that a child is God’s 
soul, a child of God, who knows only the Father, and 
does not know the errors of the flesh; that the whole 
teaching of Jesus consists in not doing evil, and a child 
does not yet do evil. 


Matt. xviii. 10. Take 10. Take heed that you 


10. ‘Opare wh Kxara- 
ppovnonre évos TOY fut- 
Kp@v TovTwy Néyw yap 
buty, Ore of Ayyedou avd- 
Ta&V ev ovpavots Sia Tav- 
TOs BXérovat TO Tpbcw- 


heed that ye despise not 
one of these little ones; 
for [say unto you, That 
in heaven their angelss 
do always behold the 
face of my Father which 
is in heaven. 


do not despise one child, 
for I tell you, their souls 
always see God their 
Father. 


mov TOU matpbs mov TOU 
év ovpavots. 


(a) ayyerou I translate by souls. 


In many texts the 
words év ovpavois are wanting. 


This verse, which is transferred farther down, obviously 
refers to the determination of the relation of the children 
to the kingdom of God. First it says that one must 
become like a child, in order to be in the kingdom of 
God. One must humble himself and understand life, as 
children understand it. And he says, Consequently we 
must not despise the children, but learn from them. 
Children are those who are not spoiled by evil: they 


are souls who always live according to the will of the 
Father. 
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14. Otrws ov Yor. Matt. xviii. 14. Even 14. Thus not one 


» 5 so it is not the will of child perishes by the will 
BEAN eum poo bev Tov your Father which is in of God your Tapers 
TAT pos UE@Y TOU év ov- heaven, that one of 


pavots, iva daéAntat eis these little ones should 
TOY UuKpOy TOUTWY. POFeh. 


This verse, which is again detached from the discourse 
by the interpolation of the parable of the lost sheep, con- 
tinues the same discussion. He says, All the children 
are in the will of God, and, while they have not yet their 
own will, are always in the kingdom of God. Their souls 
are inseparable from the Father, so that their disunion 
with the Father takes place not by the will of God, but 
by the will of men. 


6. “Os 6 av oxavda- Matt. oe 6. But 6. And he who will 

P a a , Wwhoso shall offend¢ one allure away even one of 

Mon eva TWP IMKPWY TOV- of these little ones these children who be- 

Tw TOV mioTevdyTwy els which believe in me,’ it lieve in me, does this 

éue, oumpéper avra@ iva ae better for hime for him, that a mill- 

a , > that a millstone were stone may be hanged 

Kpeuar Oy pddos dvekds hanged about his neck, around his neck, and he 
éml Tov Tpaxnrov avrov, and that he were be drowned in the sea. 

kal KaramovTicOy év Tm Arowned in the depth 


mehayer THS Oadaoons. of the sea. 


(a) The word cxavédarifw occurs several times, but 
here it occurs for the first time in its exact, definite, and 
particular meaning. The noun cxdvdarov means a snare: 
in the language of the gospels cxavdddnOpor is used in- 
stead; and then we have the active and passive of cxavéa- 
rw. The verb means to deceive, to allure. : 

The peculiarity of this Greek verb lies in the use of 
the prepositions and cases which are used with it. It is 
used in the passive simply and with év, and has the mean- 
ing of being deceived by truth. Such meaning we find in 

Matt. xiii. 21. yevowevys dé Ordpews 7) Siwypmod dia Tov 
Adyov, evOVs cKavdanriCerat. 

Matt. xxiv. 10. Kat téte cxavdadicOyjcovta ToAdXol. 

Mark iv. 17. ev0éws cxavdariGorvras. 

Mark xiv. 29. «al e& mravres cxavdanic OjoovTa. 

In the passive with the addition of év: 


144 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


Matt. xi. 6. os éav pi caxvdariobn év épol. 

Matt. xiii. 57. «al écxavdariCovto év avTo. 

Matt. xxvi. 31. mrdvres tpeis cxavdardicOnoer Ge ev épol. 

Matt. xxvi. 33. €¢ «al wavtes cxavdancicOjoovta év 

col. 

Mark vi. 3. «kal éoxavdarifovto év avTo. 

Mark xiv. 27. tc wdvtes cxavdadicOnoeo be év emol. 
Ev éwoé, that is, in my teaching, which is the truth. 
This meaning of the verb in the passive a!so defines its 

meaning in the active. Its meaning is not merely ¢o 

deceive, but to allure away from truth. 

Having said that the children, since they do no wrong, 
are in the will of God, in the truth, Jesus says, Woe to 
him who will allure them away from truth, or from me. 

(b) Who believe in me. The children, the little children, 
who understand nothing and who did not come near to 
Jesus, believe in Jesus and in his teaching: what does 
this mean? And this is said alike in Matthew and in 
Mark. The children believe in Jesus. It is impossible 
for them to believe that he is the second person of the 
Trinity. The one thing they believe in is that life is 
good. And nothing but this is the teaching of Jesus. 
He who is not offended believes in Jesus. 

The short sixth verse of Matthew xviii, And he who 
will allure away from the truth one of such children, and 
Mark ix. 42 are a solution of the whole Gospel. We 
must reject this passage, or understand the whole Gospel 
in this way, that Jesus did not teach any other doctrine 
but the belief in life. 

(c) It is positively impossible to understand on what 
ground cvudeper avT@ is translated by 7 would be better 
Jor him, meaning him who will offend. 

It is only the awkward phrase in Luke xviii. 2 which 
could give any cause for it. 

Hime 5€ rpds tods wabnras, Avévdextdv éote wr) &dXOeiv 
Ta oxavoara: oval 5€ Sv ob epyetar. Avowtere? a’T@ ef 
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pvXos Svucds TEP LKELTAL meph TOV TPAaXNAOV avTOD, Kal Ep pt- 
Trae els THY Odracca?, t) iva cxavoarion ¢ Eva TOV MLLKPOV 
TOUTWD. 

It is quite evident that this is an interpolation in Luke: 
it speaks of the children out of season and out of reason. 
But in Matthew and in Mark the idea is expressed in the 
same way. In Mark xadev dot at’T@ parddov it would 
be better for him ; in Matthew cupddpa ava, that is, he 
helpshim. Xvydépw means to help, codperate. 

But why does him mean the one who offends, and not 
the child? The offended child, deprived of life, is like a 
man with a millstone, cast into the sea. The millstone 
is the offence. But that he who offends should be like 
a man cast into the sea, is not only incomprehensible, but 
crude and foolish. The translation of this passage by 
the church is one of many examples not only of an ill- 
intentioned translation, but also of unusual recklessness 


and frivolity. 


7. Oval r@ Koopw 
amd TOY oKavdddwv: 
avayKn yap éoruv €Oety 
Ta oKaVOada: TAY oval 
T@e avOpwrw éxelvw, de 
ot TO okavdadov Epxerat. 

8. El 6€ 7 xelp cov 7) 
6 mots gov ockavdandice 
oe, exkofov avTa kal 
Bare ard cod: Kaddv coe 
éorly eloeNOely eis THY 
Swhy xwrdv 7 KvdAdOr, 7 
dvo xelpas 7) dvo 1ddas 
Zxovra BXnOAvar els TO 
mip 70 al@vov. 

9. Kal el 6 dp0aduds 
gov oxavoanrl(e oe, déee 
avrov kal Bade ard cod: 
Kandy cot €ort povdpban- 
pov els Thy CwHy eloen- 
Oetv, ) dvo bpbadpovs 
Zxovra BAnOAvac els THY 
yéevvav Tod mupds. 


Matt. xviii. 7. Woe 
unto the world because 
of offences! for it must 
needs be that offences 
come; but woe to that 
man by whom the of- 
fence cometh! 


8. Wherefore if thy 
hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and 
cast them from thee: it 
is better for thee to en- 
ter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than 
having two hands or 
two feet to be cast into 
everlasting fire. 


9. And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it 
out, and cast it from 
thee: it is better for 
thee to enter into life 
with one eye, rather 
than haying two eyes to 
be vast into hell fire. 


7. The worid of men is 
unhappy because of the 
offences, for it is impos- 
sible for the offences 
not to exist; but un- 
happy is the man who 
becomes a deceiver. 


8. If thy hand or thy 
foot leads thee into de- 
ception, cut them off, 
and cast them from 
thee; for it is good to 
live even armless or 
Jame, but not to perish 
with two hands and two 
feet. 


9. And if thy eye leads 
thee into deception, tear 
it out, and cast it from 
thee. It is good to live 
with one eye, and not to 
perish with two eyes. 
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It says that the children are born believing in the 
teaching of Christ; that they are in the kingdom of God ; 
and that they perish only because grown people entice 
them away from the kingdom of God and offend them. 

These offences are and will be, but we must be afraid 
of them, for they cause the ruin of the children and those 
who themselves are an offence for others. An offence is 
what allures away from what is good and true; it is the 
evil and the lie which seem good and true; it is that 
allurement into the snare, which to the bird and _ beast 
seems good until the deceived creature is caught in the 
snare. Such snares and deceptions form the misfortune 
of the world. Men are good, but these deceptions cause 
their ruin. They are in the world and cannot help being 
in it, as there cannot help being darkness, if there is light, 
as there cannot help being error, if there is truth. But 
they must be known, for in them is the chief misfortune 
of men. Beware both that you are not caught in them 
and that, if you are caught, you do not become par- 
ticipants in them. There are offences against the five 
rules of the sermon on the mount. 

The offence of anger, — which leads a man to commit 
murder and offer insult. 

The offence of adultery, — which leads a man to bodily 
impurity and dissension with his neighbours. 

The offence of the oath,— which draws a man to com- 
mitting acts contrary to the will of God, under the 
pretext of a promise. 

The offence of violence, — which provokes a man to 
recompense an evil with the same evil which he has 
suffered from another. 

The offence of distinction between one’s own nation 
and a foreign one, and of the recognition of the necessity 
of defending one’s own and hurting the stranger’s. 

Against these rules snares are placed over the whole 
world, and against them Jesus Christ now warns. They 
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are the offences against what is accepted and regarded by 
everybody as good and important, against what is high 
before men, but an abomination before God. He does 
not call them evil; he calls them snares, through which 
evil comes into the world, and which men must fear. It 
is not necessary to destroy them: they are neither im- 
portant, nor evil, nor good; but we must not take part in 
them. 


Inke xvii. 3. Take 3. Beware; if ‘thy 
heed to yourselves: If brother offends thee, 
thy brother trespass rebuke him; and if he 
against thee, rebuke changes his conduct, 
him; and if he repent, forgive him. 
forgive him. 


3. "Edy 6 dudpry els 
gé 6 ddeXpéds cov, érirl- 
bnoov avt@: Kal édy pe- 
Tavonoyn, apes avTe. 


This passage is given in Luke immediately after the 
words which speak of the necessity of having offences, 
but woe to him through whom they enter into the world. 
In Matthew this passage about forgiving a brother sim- 
ilarly follows after the words about the offences; but 
Peter’s question (Verse 21 of Matthew) is transferred to 
the end. For clearness’ sake, I put this verse in the 
beginning, and connect. it with Verse 3 of Luke, with 
which it is connected by its meaning. 


21. Tére mpocedOav 
avt@ 6 Ilérpos etre, Kv- 
ple, mocdKis apapThoer 
els €ué 6 dbedPds pou, 
kal dgftow atte; ews 
EMTAKLS ; 

22. Aéyer aitG 6’'In- 
cots. Ob. Kéyw col, Ews 
értakis, GAN ews éBdo- 
LnKovT aks eta. 


Matt. xviii. 21. Then 
came Peter to him, and 
said, Lord, how oft shail 
my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? 
till seven times? 


22. Jesus saith unto 
him, I say not unto thee, 
Until seven times: but, 
Until 
seven. 


seventy times 


21. Then Peter came 
up to him, and said, No 
matter how much a 
brother offends me, I 
will forgive him seven 
times. 


22. And Jesus said to 
him, I do not speak of 
forgiving seven times, 
but seventy times seven. 


Peter offends by a discussion about revenge being a 


counteraction to evil. 


He says, I can see how we may 


forgive once; but he will be certain to offend again, even 


because I have forgiven him. 


If it comes to forgiving, 
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one will have to do so continually, and people will con- 


tinually offend thee. 


And Jesus cautions him against 


this deception and insincerity by saying, We must not 
forgive once only, but as many times as one offers an 
insult, without considering whether this will encourage 
the offender, or not. 


23. Aca roto wpowwd- 
On  Bacrela TOv ovpa- 
vav avOpmmw Bactre?, ds 
HOE\noe guvapar hoyor 
peta THY SovAwY abrod. 

24. "Apéapévov dé 
avToU cuvaipev, mpo- 
onvéxOn air@ es dpe- 
érns puplwy TadhavTwy. 


25. My exovros dé 
avrod dmodotva, éxé- 
Nevcev avToy 6 KUpLos 


avrov mpabjva, kal THY 
yuvatka avrod Kal Ta 
Ttéxva, kal mavra boa 
eixe, Kal drodobjvat. 

26. Ilerwy ody 6 dob- 
dos mpocektver avT@, 
héywv, Kvpre, paxpodv- 
unoov émr éuol, kal 
TAYTA FOL ATOdWOW. 

27. Zrrayxvbels dé 
6 Kvpios Tov dov)ovu éxel- 
vou dmréduoev abrov, Kal 
7d ddvecov apjkev avT@. 

28. "EgekOdy d2 6 
dotdos éxelvos etpev eva 
T&v avvdot\wv avrod, 
bs Gperev avt@ éxarov 
Onvapia: Kal Kparhoas 
avrov emwye, Réywr, 
*Amddos por & Te ddel- 
deus. 

29. Ieoady ofy 6 atp- 
Sovros atrod els rovs 
modas avroO mapexdder 
avrov, Aéywyv, Maxpo- 
Ovunoov ér éuol, kal 
TAYTA GTrOdwTW Tot. 


Matt. xviti. 23. There- 
fore is the kingdom of 
heaven  likene unto 
a certain king, which 
would take account of 
his servants. 


24. And when he had 
begun to reckon, one 
was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten 
thousand talents. 


25. But forasmuch as 
he had not to pay, his 
lord commanded him to 
be sold, and his wife, 
and children, and all 
that he had, and pay- 
ment to be made. 


26. The servant there- 
fore fell down, and wor- 
shipped him, saying, 
Lord, have _ patience 
with me, and I will pay 
thee all. 


27. Then the lord of 
that seryant was moved 
with ‘compassion, and 
loosed him, and forgave 
him the debt. 


28. But the same ser- 
vant went out, and 
found one of his fellow 
servants, which owed 
him a hundred pence: 
and he laid hands on 
him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, Pay 
me that thou owest. 


29. And his fellow ser- 
vant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, 
saying, Have patience 
with me, and I will pay 
thee all, 


23, Therefore the king- 
dom of God is like this: 
A rich man wanted to 
settle his affairs with 
his clerks. 


24. And when he had 
begun to make the ac- 
count, they brought to 
him a clerk who owed 
him ten thousand dol- 
lars. 

25. But he could not 
pay it, and so the mas- 
ter ordered his wife, his 
children, and everything 
he had to be sold, for the 
sake of the payment. 


26. And the clerk fell 
down before the master, 
and began to bow to 
him, saying, Master, 
have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all. 


27. Then the master 
took pity upon the ser- 
vant, and freed him and 
forgave him his debt. 


28. And the clerk went 
out, and found one of 
his servants, who owed 
him one hundred cents. 
And calling him up, he 
began to choke him, say~ 
ing, Pay me what thou 
owest me. 


29. And that servant 
fell down at his feet, 
and besought him, say- 
ing, Have pity on me,- 
and I will pay thee all. 
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30. ‘O dé odk Heder, 
GANG dreNOdy *Badev 
avroyv eis dudakhy, ews 
ob drrodw 7d dperhduevor. 

31. “Iddvres dé ol 
ovvdovda adtod Ta yevb- 
peva, éXuTHOncay ofd- 
Opa: kal €dOdvres duecd- 
pnoay Te Kupiy abtov 
TwavTa TH yevoueva. 

32. Tore mpocxae- 
odmevos adtov 6 KUpLos 
atrod Néyer ait@, Aodde 
Tovnpe, Tacav Thy ddet- 
Ajv éxelvnv adhd cot, 
émel mapexddeods pe. 

33. Ovx« €de Kal oe 


éhefoar Tov atydouvdbv 
gov, ws kal ey oe 
Aree ; 


34. Kal dpyureis 6 
KUptos avrot mapédwKev 
avTov Tots Bacaviorats, 
€ws of dmod@ may 7d 
Operdduevoy avr. 

Ss ye , 

35. Otrw kal 6 rar7p 
ou 6 érroupdvios Tounoes 
vply, éav uh apfre &xa- 

tp 3 Led c n 
oTos TW adEApwW avTOU 
am7d TeV Kapdiav buav 
Ta TapanTwuaTa av- 
TOV. 


30. And he would not: 
but went and cast him 
into prison, till he should 
pay the debt. 


31. So when his fellow 
servants saw what was 
done, they were very 
sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that 
was done. 


32. Then his lord, after 
that he had called him, 
said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I for- 
gave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst 
me: 


33. Shouldest not thou 
also have had compas- 
sion on thy fellow serv- 
ant, even as I had pity 
on thee? 


34. And his lord was 
wroth, and ~~ delivered 
him to the tormentors, 
till he should pay all 
that was due unto him. 


35. So likewise shall 
my heavenly Father do 
also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not 
every one his brother 
their trespasses. 
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30. But the clerk would 
not listen: he went and 
took him to the prison, 
till he should pay his 
debt. 


31.-And the other sery- 
ants saw what was 
done, and they were 
much grieved, and went 
and told their master 
everything which had 
happened. 


32. Then the master 
called up the clerk, and 
said to him, Thou wicked 
slave, I forgave thee the 
whole debt, because 
thou didst ask me, 


33, And thou oughtést 
to have forgiven thy 
servant, as I had pity 
on thee. 


34. And the master 
was angry, and turned 
him over to the tor- 
mentors, till he should 
pay everything which he 
owed him. 


35. Even thus my heav- 
enly Father will do to 
you, if every one of you 


“will not in his heart for- 


give his brother his 
trespasses. 


The idea that any man may be guilty toward us is 


a deception. 


If we consider others guilty toward us, we 


do so only because we forget our own offences, because 
we forget everything we ought to have done; and so it 
is not at all remarkable that we should forgive seventy 
times seven; on the contrary, it is remarkable that we 
should think it possible for any one to be guilty toward 


us. 
truth. 


Anybody’s guilt is a deception, a deviation from 
In order that we may not fall into this deception, 


we must carry vut the first rule of the sermon on the 
mount: not to be angry at our brother, and live in peace 


with all. 
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15. ’Eav 6¢ duaprioy 
els aé 6 dbdedpds cov, 
traye kat €\eyéov avrov 
peratd cod Kal avrod 
pubvov. é&v cou aKovon, 
éxépdnoas Tov ddedpdy 
gov" 

16.’ Eay 5é wh dxoton, 
mapadaBe wera god ert 
éva 7 Sto, tva érl orb- 
patos Ovo paptipwy 4 
Tpidv oTady way pHua. 

17. ’Eap 6é rapakovon 
abt ay, ele TH exxAnola: 
édyv dé kal THs exxAyolas 
mapakovon, €6TW Gol 
domep 6 €OuKds Kal o 
TEAWPNS. 

18. "Auhy déyw Spiv, 
"Oca éav Shonte én 
THS Ys, eorar dedeuéva 
év T@ ovpayy: Kal. doa 
éayv NUonTe éwl THS YS, 
éorar AeAupeva ev TH 
ovpay®. 


(a) éxxrnola I translate by a word 


to the Greek. 


Matt. xviii. 15. More- 
over if thy brother shall 
trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault 
between thee and him 
alone: if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother. 


16. But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses 
every word may be es- 
tablished. 

17. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church : 
but if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be 
unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican. 


18. Verily I say unto 
you, Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever ye Shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven, 
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15. If thy brother of- 
fends thee, go and tell 
him his fault face to 
face. If he shall hear 
thee, thou art the gainer, 
for thou hast found a 
brother. 


16. But if he shall not 
hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, 
that the two or three 
may persuade him. 


17. And if he shall not 
hear them either, tell it 
to the assembly; and if 
he does not hear the 
assembly, let him be to 
thee as a stranger or aS 
a tax-collector. 


18. Verily I tell you, 
Whatever you will bind 
on earth, will be bound 
with God, and whatever 
you will loose on earth, 
will be loosed with God. 


which corresponds 


This is what the church says about it (pp. 333, 297- 


299): 


Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, etc.: What before was 


promised to Peter is now promised to all the -apostles. 


The 


Lord employs absolutely the same expressions in either case, to 
show his disciples that they all receive the same power ; that 
Peter is not granted the exclusive, or even preponderant, right to 
rule the church; that everything legally established by all of 
them and their successors in matters of church government will 
be confirmed by the divine determination in heaven, in accord- 
ance with the spirit of truth inherent in the church and its 
representatives. 

See to what misery he subjects the stubborn: both to present 
punishment and future torments. And he threatens these things, 
not that all this may happen, but that he who is menaced, that 
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is, menaced to be cut off from the church and to be bound in 
heaven, shall become meeker and, knowing this, may give up his 
anger, if not in the beginning, at least after many condemna- 
tions. Thus the Lord established the first, the second, and the 
third judgment, and did not suddenly reject the trespasser, — in 
order that, if he does not hear the first court, he may submit to 
the second; and if he contemn this one also, he may be fright- 
ened by the third; and if he disrespect this one too, he may be 
lerefed at the future punishment, determination, and judgment 
of God. 

If in the words, Whatsoever ye shall bind, etc., there is con- 
tained the power to forbid the communion with the unrepenting 
and to cut him off from the church, then in the words, Whatso- 
ever ye shall loose, etc., there is contained the power to forgive the 
sinner and again receive him into the communion with the 
church, if he repent. 

The keys of the heavenly kingdom: The conception of the king- 
dom of heaven here corresponds to the concept of the church, 
and, as the church is represented under the form of a structure 
which, naturally, has an entrance and an exit, which are opened 
and locked by means of keys, the keys here metaphorically rep- 
resent the instrument of admission or non-admission into the 
structure of the church or the society of believers. The posses- 
sion of the keys of the building presupposes free admission into 
the building and even management of it. 

Therefore the handing of the keys is the granting of the right 
to enter into the building, manage it, and admit or exclude 
others. Consequently the expression, I shall give unto thee the 
keys of the heavenly kingdom, signifies the same as the subse- 
quent utterance, Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven. 

I shall give unto thee: With these words no exclusive right is 
given to Peter alone, as the Roman Catholics think, but the 
same privilege is later given to all the apostles; here it is given 
to Peter only because he was the first to confess Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. Is it possible that only Peter, and not Paul, 
received these keys? that Peter received them, and not John 
and James, and the other apostles? Are not these keys in 
the church, where sins are remitted daily? These keys and 
the right to bind and loose were not given to one man, but to the 
one universal church. That it was not given to one individual 
exclusively can be seen from another place, where the Lord says 
the same to all the apostles. 

Thus the church binds, the church looses: Thus binds and 
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looses the church, which is based on the corner-stone, on Jesus 
Christ himself. 

Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, etc.: To bind and loose is 
frequently used by the Jews in the sense of prohibiting and per- 
mitting. Thus, for example, speaking of the gathering of wood 
for the Sabbath, they expressed theniselves in this manner: the 
school of Shamai binds this, that is, forbids it; the school of 
Hillel looses it, that is, permits it. Apostle Peter and, later on, 
all the apostles are by these words given the right to determine 
the trespasses. which permit or do not permit one to remain 
in the church or the society of believers, and they are told that 
what they will not permit in the church or the society of believ- 
ers will also be prohibited by God. Such a power is granted to 
them, because after Christ the apostles and their successors 
remain upon earth as the visible legislative power in the church, 
as the representatives of the church government by Jesus Christ 
himself. 


It is hard to imagine a more ridiculous misconception 
than this one. Jesus says to Peter, I will give thee the 
key to the kingdom of heaven, just as we should say at 
the present time, I will give thee the key for it, so that 
you may understand it: and immediately he goes on to 
say what this key consists in: in loosing all the enmities 
here on earth, — precisely what has been said many times 
before, in the parable of the two debtors, in the parable of 
him who goes to the judgment with his adversary, — and 
what the Gospel is full of: to forgive all, to have no 
enemies, as 1s said here in Chapter XVIII. This chapter 
begins with telling how we are to settle with our enemies 
in the case of hostilities and insults, and finishes with the 
rule that we ought to forgive, not seven times, but seventy 
times seven. This is the key. And suddenly it turns 
out that Jesus by these words commands the popes to 
confess people and gather in eggs for it. It would be 
ridiculous, if it were not terrible. 

And, as usual, the blasphemous, stupid misinterpreta- 
tion of this passage has taken firm root, though it occurs 
only in the Gospel of Matthew, in spite of the palpable 
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error, and contrary to sense and to the exigencies of the 
language. This passage follows, both in Matthew and 
in Luke, immediately after the admonition not to take 
part in the offences: it is an explanation of how offences 


are to be avoided. 


19. Ildduy Adyw bury, 
bre €ay Ovo budy cuudw- 
vitwow éril Tis ys 
wept mavros mpayuatos 
ob} é€av airjowrra, ye- 
vngeTat avdrots rapa Tod 
marpos pou Tod éy ov- 
pavots. 

20. O68 ydp ela Sto 4 
Tpeis cuvnyuévor eis TO 
éudv dvowa, éxel eluc év 
Méow avr ov. 


Matt. xviii. 19. Again 
I say unto you, That if 
two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father 
which is in heaven. 


20. For where two or 
three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, 
there am I in the midst 
of them. 


19. Again you know, 
that if two or three of 
you have agreed on 
earth in everything, 
then whomever they 
ask, they will get what 
they ask _ before ‘ my 
Father in heaven. 


20. For where two or 
three are united through 
my teaching, Iam before 
them. 


(a) The translation in this place of ob éav airnowvTa 
by what they shall ask is quite arbitrary. There can be 
no contraction here, and we cannot ask for a mpaypa. 
Od means here whom. The meaning is: It is evident 
that if two or three agree, obviously each will get what 
the other asks for. ; 


This, one of the most important and clearest places of 
the Gospel, is completely lost on account of the incredibly 
stupid interpretation of the church. 

Having said that the conception of guilt is a deception, 
Jesus Christ teaches that for those who execute his 
teaching there cannot even present itself the case of guilt 
and punishments and forgiveness, and for those who 
execute his teaching there can be no dissension. He 
says, If thou hast been offended, speak privately to thy 
brother, to make peace with him ; if he will not listen to 
thee, call in others; if he does not listen to them, take 
all the inhabitants for thy judges, and if he does not 
listen to them, leave him alone, bear the insult, and do 
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not quarrel with him, for every earthly affair in which 
you bind yourselves, binds also your soul and your rela- 
tion to God, and so the loosing in earthly matters is also a 


loosing of the soul. 


And you know yourselves that, if you agree here upon 
earth, and live in peace, every one will give what he is 
asked for, and so, if two or three are united through my 
teaching, my teaching of love and truth will be among 
them, that is, a foundation of their relations among them- 


selves. 


ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 


3. Kal mpoo#dOov av- 
TO ol Papiocator meipa- 
fovres avrov, Kal évyor- 
res atT@, Ei tear 
avOpdrw dmrotoa Thy 
yuvaika abrov KaTa wa- 
cay alrlav; 

4. ‘O 6é drroxpibels el- 

mev avrots, OvK avé- 
yuwre re 6 mojoas am 
dpxns adpoev Kal Ondrv 
érolnoev avrovs, 
5. Kal eirev, ‘“Eve- 
kev TovTov KaTadeler 
dv9Ipwros Tov warépa Kal 
Thy unrépa: Kal mpoo- 
KoAANOHTETAL TH Yuvat- 
kl avrov, Kal €covrat ob 
dvo, els cdpka play; 

6. “Qore ovkére lot 
500, adda oap— pla 8 
oty 6 Oeds auvéfevéer, 
&vOpwros wh xwpivérw. 


7. Aéyoucw aire, TL 
ody Mwofs éverelharo 
Sovvar BiBXlov dmoara- 
tlov, kal amohdoca av- 
THY; 

8. Aéyer adrots, “Ore 
Mwojs mpos Thy okAnpo- 
kapdlav tudy érérpepev 


Matt. xix. 3. The 
Pharisees also came unto 
him, tempting him, and 
saying unto him, Is it 
lawful for a man to put 
away his wife for every 
cause? 


4. And he answered 
and said unto them, 
Have ye not read, that 
he which made them 
at the beginning made 
them male and female, 


5. And said, For this 
cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be 
one flesh? 


6. Wherefore they are 
no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined to- 
gether, let not man put 
asunder. 

7. They say unto him, 
Why did Moses then 
command to give a writ- 
ing of divorcement, and 
to put her away? 


8. He saith unto them, 
Moses because of the 
hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away 


3. And the Pharisees 
came up to him, and, 
tempting him, said to 
him, Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife 
for every cause? 


4. And Jesus replied 
to them, Do you not 
know that he who made 
male and female in the 
beginning, made also 
them? 


5. And said, For this 
reason will a man leave 
father and mother, and 
will cleave to his wife; 
and the two will be one 
body. 


6. So that there will 
not be two, but one 
body. Therefore, what 
God has united, no man 
shall divide. 


7, And they said to 
him, Why, then, did 
Moses command us to 
give a writing of di- 
vorcement, and to di- 
vorce a wife? 


8. And he said to them, 
Because of your rude- 
ness did Moses com- 
mand you to divorce 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


vuty dmodOoar Tas yuvat- 
kas Yua@v: am dpxhs dé 
ov yéyover otTw. 

9. Aéyw dé dbuiv, dre 
és dv drodton Thy yu- 
vatka avrov, el wh éml 
mopvela, kal yaunoy ad- 
Any, Morx aT au 


11. Kal Aéyer avdrois, 
“Os éay amodton Thy 
yuvaika avrod Kal yaun- 
oy &Anv, morxarar ex 
aurny: 

10. Aéyovow atr@ oi 
BKabnral adrod, Ki ot ws 
éotly 7 airla Tov avOpw- 
Tou MeTa THS YUvarkos, 
ov cuupéper Yaujoat. 

11. ‘O 6é efzrev adrots, 
OU mavtes Xwpotor TOY 
Abyov Todrov, add’ ols 
d€d0T ax. 

12. Eloi yap edvotvyor, 
olrives €x Koilas puntpos 
éyevynOncav ovTw: kal 
elowv evvodxo1,  olrives 
evvouxiaOncav bro T&y 
avOpwrwv: Kal elo ev- 
vodxo1, olrives evvovxt- 
_gav €éavtTovs, dud THY 
Bacielav T&y obpavay. 
6 Ouvdevos Xwpely Xw- 
pit. 


your wives: but from 
the beginning it was not 
so. 


9. And I say unto you, 
Whosoéver_ shall put 
away his wife, except it 
be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, 
committeth adultery: 
and whoso marrieth her 
which is put away doth 
commit adultery. 

Mark x. 11. And he 
saith unto them, Whoso- 
ever shall put away his 
wife, and marry an- 
other, committeth adul- 
tery against her. 


Matt. xix. 10. His dis- 
ciples say unto him, If 
the case of the man be 
so with his wife, it is 
not good to marry. 


11. But he said unto 
them, All men cannot 
receive this saying, save 
they to whom it is 
given. 

12, For there are some 
eunuchs, which were so 
born from their moth- 
er’s womb: and there 
are some eunuchs, which 
were made eunuchs of 
men: and there be eu- 
nuchs, which have made 
themselves eunuchs for 
the kingdom of heaven’s 
sake. He that is able to 
receive it, let him re- 
ceive it. 
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your wives: froin the 
beginning it was not so. 


9. I tell you, Whoever 
puts away his wife, ex- 
cept for fornication, 
causes her to commit 
adultery. 


11. And every man 
who marries a divorced 
woman commits adul- 
tery. 


4 


10. And his disciples 
said to him, If such is 
the duty of a man to his 
wife, it is more profit- 
able not to marry. 


11. And he said to 
them, Not all keep this 
comprehension in their 
heart, save those to 
whom it is given. 


12. For there are 
chaste people, without 
adulterous passion, who 
were so born from their 
mother’s womb; and 
there are others who are 
deprived of their lust 
by men; and others 
again, who have made 
themselves chaste for 
the kingdom of God. 
He who is able to take 
to heart this comprehen- 
sion, let him receive it. 


(a) The disciples say, It is better not to marry, in 


order that we may not have these sins. 


He replies, Yes, 


it is better: it is easy to say so, but not easy to fulfil it, 
that is, entirely to abstain from women. 


The Pharisees, who have established the offence of the 
divorce, ask Jesus whether it is lawful to send away a 
wife, if she has not found favour, and to take another, 
pointing out that that is permissible according to the law 


of Moses. 


156 Mit FOUR GOSPELS 


He says that the meaning of marriage is the union of 
husband and wife into one, and so the violation of this 
natural law is a sin. And so, he who puts away his wife 
is committing an offence in that he himself commits 
adultery and causes his wife to do the same. The dis- 
ciples say, Then it is better not to marry at all. He says, 
Of course, it is better, only one has to be entirely pure. 
We who can do it, let him do it. There are people who 
are continent by Nature or by circumstances. Why, 
then, can one not be so, in order to be in the kingdom of 
God? He who can, let him do so. But it is not right 
to offend others; and so, every thought of the possibility 
of taking another wife is an offence and dissemination of 
evil, which must be cut off like a hand. 


ON TRIBUTE 


24. "ENOdvrwv Se ad- Matt.xvii.24.Andwhen 24, When they came to 
BS jak ) they were come to Ca- Capernaum, those who 
Twy es Kamepraovity yernaum, they that re- collected didrachms 
mpoojrdov of ra Oldpa- ceived didrachms came came to Peter, and said 
xXpua » NapBdvovres 7@ to Peter, and said, Doth to him, Your teacher 


Mérpo, nai roy, "O neuroma pay the dos, hot pay the dh 
dvddoxados Uudy ov TeNel : y 


Ta Oldpax ma. 


(2) I omit the question mark. The construction of- 
the sentence is not interrogative,—the verb is in the 
present: Your teacher does not pay. 


It has become a common custom to assume that they 
collected for the temple, and so this passage is entitled, 
but it does not appear from anything that the tribute was 
meant for the temple. On the contrary, it is apparent 
that it was a simple, customary tribute. At the end of 
Chapter XXX., Verse 13, it says, according to the Greek 
text, that everybody was required to pay half a didrachm 
for the temple. Even if collectors of half-didrachms 
were mentioned here, there would be no reason for sup- 
posing that it was a tribute for the temple; a half-di- 
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drachm might have been collected for the temple, or for 
Cesar, for not a word is said in the whole chapter about 
any temple, and from the meaning of the word Tene, 
which signifies payment for taxes, it is not possible to 
assume anything but that reference is made here to the 
payment of taxes. More than that: the coin itself, 
which it was necessary to pay into the temple, and which 
was demanded of Peter, is not the same: now it is a half- 
didrachm, and now again a didrachm. The explanation 
that two drachms were equal to a Jewish half-shekel, is 
evidently an invention, which was made for the purpose 
of explaining the tribute for the temple. 


Matt. «vii. 25. He 
saith, Yes.« And when 
he was come into the 
house, Jesus prevented 
him, saying, What think- 
est thou, Simon? of 
whom do the kings of 
the earth take custom 


25. He said, Yes. And 
when Peter entered into 
the house, Jesus antici- 
pated him, saying, What 
thinkest thou, Simon? 
of whom do the kings of 
the earth take custom 


25. Aéye, Nal. Kal 
bre elo Oev els THY ol- 
klav, mpoépOacevy avrov 
6 Inoods, A\éywr, Th oor 
Ooxe?, Diuwy ; of Bacrdels 


THS Ys amd Tlywy Nap- and tribute? of their 


Bavovor TEXN 7H Kivoov; 
and T&v vidy abitav, 7 
amd T&v addoTplwv ; 

26. Aéyec air@ 6 WE 
tpos, “Amwd Tv ado- 
tpiwy. “Edn ait@ 6 
’Inoods, ” Apaye éhevbepol 
elowy of viol. 


or tribute? of their own 
children, or of stran- 
gers? 


26. Peter saith unto 
him, Of strangers. Jesus 
saith unto him, Then are 
the children free.> 


children, or of stran- 
gers? 


26. And Peter said, Of 
strangers. Jesus said to 
him, Then are the chil- 
dren free. 


(a) It is hard to say on what ground this Yes is ex- 


plained as meaning that the teacher pays. 


Neither from 


the context, nor from what comes next does this perverse 


sense follow. 
read utique non. 


In one text of the Latin translation we 


(b) John viii. 36: If the Son therefore shall make you 


free, ye shall be free indeed. 
those who are in the kingdom of God. 


The children of God are 


In the will of 


God they can be under no obligation to any one, — they 
are free from everything. And as the king frees his chil- 
dren from all the tax-collectors, so God frees his children 
from every dependance, except the filial relation to him. 
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27. “Iva 5¢ wh okav- 
Sadlowmev avdrovs, ropev- 
Gels els THY Oddaccay 
Bade dyKiorpov, Kal Tov 
évaBavra mp@rov ixOdv 
apov' Kal dyoltas 1d 
orbua av’rod, ebpjoes 
oTaThpa: éxetvov haBav 


Matt. xvii. 27. Not- 
withstanding, lest we 
should offend them, go 
thou to the sea, and 
cast a hook, and take up 
the fish that first cometh 
up; and when thou hast 
opened his mouth,¢ thou 
shalt find a stater:; that 
take, and give unto them 
for me and thee. 
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27. But, lest we should 
lead them into sin, go 
and cast out a _ tackle, 
and take up the first 
fish which thou catch- 
est, and get a stater for 
it, and give this for me 
and thee. 


dds adrots avril éuod Kai 
gov. 


These 


"Avoiyo TO oTdma 


(a) In many texts these words are wanting. 
two words, being doubtful, I omit. 
always means to speak, cry. 


The whole of Verse 27 has apparently been subject to 
many changes and violations, with the purpose of sub- 
verting it to the meaning of a miracle, but, in spite of the 
changes, it has retained the original meaning, and may 
most exactly be translated by, Go and cast out the tackle, 
and take the first fish which comes up (in the sense of 
many fish), and, opening thy mouth, that is, calling 
buyers, thou wilt find a stater, and this give for me and 
thee. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. L, pp. 417 and 418) : 


Du temps de Jésus-Christ, c’était la régle que tout Israélite 
agé de vingt ans et plus paydt annuellement une redevance au 
temple de Jérusalem, pour les frais du culte. Cet usage remon- 
tait, quant au principe, a une haute antiquité, mais on ne sait pas 
& quelle époque il regut sa forme définitive. La somme & payer 
était de deux drachmes par téte, soit & pen prés 1 fr. 80 ce. Telle 
que l’histoire est racontée ici, il faut supposer que les percepteurs 
rencontrérent Pierre dans la rue, et que les paroles qwils lui 
adressent sont une espece d’invitation & payer. Car il n’est pas 
possible @’admettre que Jésus ait antérieurement refusé de payer. 

Le reste du récit présente deux éléments distincts et indépen- 
dants l’un de lautre: un fait matériel et miraculeux, et une 
parole de Jésus. Quant au premier, beaucoup de commentateurs 
ont hésité & l’accepter dans son sens littéral, d’aprés lequel le 
premier poisson qui mordrait & l’hamegon de Pierre devait porter 
dans sa bouche un statere, une piéce d’argent valant quatre 
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drachmes, ou 3 fr. 60 c. Jésus, se demandait-on, a-t-il jamais 
fait des miracles pour satisfaire ses propres besoing matériels ? 
Et Von pensa qu'il s’agissait simplement d’une péche dont le pro- 
duit, vendu au marché, devait suffire pour payer une si petite 
redevance. Cette explication est beaucoup trop simple pour étre 
admissible, car on a de la peine & concevoir qu’un fait si naturel, 
et si jonrnalier dans la vie d’un pécheur, ait pu se transformer en 
miracle dans la tradition. Or, il faut remarquer: 1° qu’avant 
méme que Pierre rapporte la conversation qu’il vient d’avoir avec 
les percepteurs, Jésus la sait déji; 2° qu’il sait aussi que le 
premier poisson qui sera pris mettra Pierre & méme de payer 
Vimpéot pour deux personnes; 3° qu'il est positivement question 
dune piéce d’argent & trouver, et non d’un poisson & vendre, 
parce qu’un poisson qu’on aurait pris avec l’hamecon ne pouvait 
pas valoir, a cette époque, 3 fr. 60 c. 4 Capharnaoum ; 4° enfin, 
que cette piece d’argent devait se trouver dans la bouche du 
poisson, et non dans son ventre, ce qui paraitrait moins étonnant. 
Toutes ces circonstances font yoir qu’a moins de dénaturer com- 
plétement le récit de l’évangéliste, on ne parvient pas a faire 
disparaitre le miracle. Nous convenons que ce miracle est 
unique en son genre dans l’histoire de Jésus, et ne comprend 
aucun de ces éléments qui, ailleurs si souvent, en font accepter 
@autres au sentiment religieux, quand la raison y trouve des 
difficultés plus ou moins grandes. 

Mais il y a au fond de ce récit une idée assez clairement for- 
mulée pour qu’on puisse s’étonner & juste titre des tatonnements 
des commentateurs. Notre texte est du nombre de ceux dans 
lesquels Jésus déclare franchement que lui et les siens ne sont 
plus soumis 4 la loi. Nous disons /wi et les siens, et non pas lui 
seul, comme on prétend vulgairement, en disant qu’il se pose ici 
comme fils (wnique) de Dieu, exempt comme tel d’un impét payé 
a Dieu. Il est bien question de fils au pluriel; les quatre 
drachmes sont payées pour Jésus et pour Pierre, afin que les per- 
cepteurs, c’est-d-dire les représentants officiels du judaisme légal, 
ne soient pas choqués par un refus autrement légitime. Jésus 
consent donc & s’assujettir & des devoirs qui ne lui incombent 
pas; or, il ne peut avoir voulu s’affranchir d’un devoir quel- 
conque qui l’obligeait envers Dieu ; le devoir en question Voblige- 
ait envers le temple et son culte, envers un ordre de choses qui 
appartenait au passé (Jean iv. 24), et qui, comme tel, est en vérité 
étranger & Dieu, 4 partir du moment ot ce Dieu veut le remplacer 
par un ordre de choses nouveau. De méme que dans l’adminis- 
tration politique l’impot se pergoit sur ceux qui ne sont pas de la 
famille du souverain, de méme dans l’économie théocratique il 
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ne saurait étre question d’un impét matériel & exiger de la part 
des membres de la famille spirituelle. Ja loi supréme du culte 
ayant changé, les formes anciennes ne sont plus obligatoires. 

Nous n’avons pas besoin de faire remarquer que Pierre n’aura 
rien compris & cette parole. Elle n’en est que plus strement 
authentique, et si la tradition, restée provisoirement incertaine a 
Végard du sens, a pu, par cela méme, risquer de se fourvoyer, ce | 
n’est que dans le cadre de la narration que nous pourrens soup- 
conner quelque malentendu. 


This is what the church says (pp. 318-320): 


They that received didrachms: A drachm was a small Greek 
silver coin, worth about seven cents; two such were a didrachm, 
equal in value to an old Jewish half shekel. A drachm formed 
the definite annual tribute toward the temple by each man who 
had reached the age of twenty years. This.tribute was originally 
established by Moses, but it does not appear that it was then an 
annual tribute. Later on, no doubt since the building of Solo- 
mon’s temple, this tribute was made to be annual and obligatory 
for all, except the priests and Levites, who were to collect the 
tribute. This money was used for the support of the temple and 
the purchase of the requisite things for the divine service, such 
as sacrificial animals for the daily sacrifices, flour, salt, incense, 
ete. : 

Doth not your master pay tribute? The collectors did not dare 
approach Jesus Christ, but went to Peter; however, they did not 
come to him even with a violent demand, but modestly, for they 
did not ask persistently: they only said, Doth not your masier 
pay the didrachms? They did not have any definite opinion of 
him, and regarded him as a simple man, though they showed 
him some honour and respect on account of the preceding tokens, 
or, perhaps, they acted with a sly purpose, that is, We wonder 
whether your master, being opposed to the law, will be willing to 
pay the didrachms? 

Yes: From this answer of Peter, who did not ask Jesus about 
it, we can conclude that the Lord was in the habit of paying the 
tribute. 

Jesus prevented him, saying: Simon had not yet spoken with 
Jesus Christ about it, but he, from his divine knowledge, knew 
already the question and the answer. 

Of their own children: That is, of the members of the royal 
family, or of strangers, that is, of all who do not belong to the 
royal family, 7 
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Then are the children free: From paying custom and tribute, — 
they do not pay them. The meaning is: consequently I am free 
from paying the didrachms, for I am the Son of God, and the 
didrachms are collected for God my Father, who abides in this 
temple. Again: if the kings of the earth do not take tribute of 
their children, but of strangers, I must be so much the more free 
from it, being a king and a son, not of a king of earth, but of 
heaven. 

Lest we should offend them: (The collectors of the tribute), lest 
they might think that we do not wish to pay tribute into the 
temple, and thus might become contemners of the temple and 
adversaries of the law. 

Go thou to the sea: Of Galilee, on the shore of which Caper- 
naum was situated. 

Thou shalt find a stater: A Roman silver coin, equal in value 
to four Greek drachms, or one Jewish shekel, consequently, a 
coin which would pay the tribute for two.. This makes it in- 
dubitable that Jesus Christ is God: if he knew that in the mouth 
ot the first fish which Peter would catch there would be a stater 
swallowed by it, then he is omniscient; and if he created the 
stater in the mouth of the fish, he is almighty. 


Jesus, even according to -the teaching of all the 
churches, came to establish the kingdom of God, to teach 
the moral law. Is it possible, then, that he did not 
notice, that he overlooked that one-half of mankind op- 
pressed and flayed the other half, collecting from them 
tribute in the name of the State, every king for himself ? 
and did he not find anything contrary to his teaching in 
it? According to the church teaching that is so. Jesus 
uttered sentimental words, wrought some miracles, and, 
allowing the popes to smear oil on people, again returned 
to heaven. 

But this passage and the passage about the tribute to 
Ceesar show clearly that Jesus did not overlook the evil, 
and showed how we have to act toward it. This passage 
and, To Cesar that which is of Cesar, directly and clearly 
define the question as to whether tribute is good, and how 
we must look upon it and upon those who exact it from 
us. To the question whether, according to the teaching 
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of Jesus, it is necessary and obligatory to pay tribute, 
the answer is that neither he, nor the disciples, regard the 
tribute as obligatory, for the children of God depend only 
on the God their Father, and neither can exact, nor pay 
tribute. 

But to the second question as to how we are to bear 
ourselves in relation to the demand for tribute, Jesus 
answers: though men cannot in any way be under obliga- 
tion to kings, there are some who consider this necessary, 
and so we must think only of those who demand the 
tribute. These people exact it, and if we do not pay it, 
they will sin, and so, in order that we may not lead them 
into sin, we must pay them what they demand; and al- 
though the tribute cannot be obligatory for those who 
live according to the will of God, for the children of 
God, Jesus commands us to pay the tribute, so that 
we may not lead them to commit offences. He recog- 
nizes tribute as an evil, but, from his rule of non- 
resistance to evil, he commands us to pay the tribute. 
Not to pay the tribute, because it is unjust, would 
be the same as abandoning ourselves to the offence of 
reflecting of what is just, and what not. And a man 
who resists evil himself commits an offence and leads 
others into it. 

Matt. xxii. 15. Then 


15. Tore mopevOévres 15. Then the Pharisees 


of Papicator cupBovdALov 
€aBov, drws avrov ma- 
yiletiowow év oyw. 

16. Kal dmoaré\ov- 
ow avT@ Tods pabnras 
ait&v peta Trev ‘Hpw- 
dtav@v, Néyovres, Aidd- 
okane, oldapev bri adn- 
Ons el, kal Thy 6ddv Tod 
Qed év adyOela 5dd- 
gKes, Kal ob wéder oot 
mept ovdervds, od yap 
Bréres els mpdtwmoy 
avOpdrwy. 


went the Pharisees, and 
took counsel how they 
might entangle him in 
his talk. 


16. And they sent out 
unto him their disciples 
with the Herodians, say- 
ing, Master, we know 
that thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God 
in truth, neither carest 
thou for any man: for 
thou regardest not the 
person of men. 


went, and took counsel 


how they might catch 


him in his speech. 


16. And they sent to 
him their disciples with 
the Herodians, saying, 
Teacher, we know that 
thou teachest the way of 
God in truth, and that 
thou dost not care for 
any man, for thou pay- 
est no attention to per- 
sons. 
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17. Hire ody hutv, Th wie Sey Ne Corececns i aie ret us therefore, 
a xe ~ Wha inkest thou? Is Is it lawful according 

ou Boxed ; eS Eom dodvat it Jawful to give tribute to your opinion to pay 
knvoov Kaloapt, 00; unto Cesar, or not? tribute to Cesar, or not? 


From the whole teaching of Jesus Christ, who denies 
‘courts, powers, wars, on which the tribute is expended, it 
was clear that he did not consider the paying of tribute 
necessary. The question itself shows clearly that the 
teaching of Jesus was understood in this way, namely, 
that taxes ought not to be paid. The Pharisees, having 
invited the officers of Herod, ask this of him, wishing 
that he should express himself outright in the presence of 
the people. The interpretation of this text by the church 
is full of the highest comicalness. 

This text, which obviously denies the authorities, is 
read on royal days, and forms the chief stay of power. 
They say that a sly question was proposed to Jesus, in 
order to catch him; but where is the cunning, if Jesus 
Christ recognized the power? All he had to do was to 
say, as Apostle Paul said, Every power is from God, and 
all would have been well. But the trouble is that Jesus 
not only fails to recognize the power, not only despises it, 
but regards it in its nature as an evil, and places himself 
and men higher than it. His whole teaching, which 
recognizes every man as his judge and free, directly 
excludes every power, considering it evil and therefore 
darkness. 


) 5” } Matt. xxii. 18. But 18. And guessing their 
AB, ayeys Garo hageus Jesus perceived their cunning, Jesus said, 
Thy movnplay avr wy ciTe, wickedness, and said, Why do you tempt me, 
Ti we weipdtere, vroxpt- Why tempt ye me, ye cunning people? 
Tal ; hypocrites? 
¢ ; 19. Shew me the trib- 19. Show me the trib- 
He Buenas s ae ute money. And they ute money. And they 
7d vouona Tod Knv00U. Drought ‘unto him a brought him a penny. 
oi 6€ mpoonveykay avT@ penny. 
iin And h hunto 20, And 1} id t 
9 teark 20. An e saith unto 20. nd he said to 
aes ia we) aH them, Whose is this them, Whose is this 
Tivos 9 elkav ality Kal] image and superscrip- image and superscrip- 
emvypapn ; tion? tion? 
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21. Adyovow atre, 
Kaloapos. rére héyer av- 
trois, Amddore ody Ta 
Kaloapos Kaloapie: kal 
Ta TOU QE0d TO Oew. 


22. Kal dkovoavres 
eOavpuacav' Kal apévres 
avrov amor. 


21. They say unto him, 
Cesar’s. Then saith he 
unto them, Rendere 
therefore unto Cesar 
the things which are 
Cesar’s; and unto God 
the things that are 
God's. 

22. When they had 
heard these words, they 
marvelled, and left him, 
and went their way. 
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21. They said, Casar’s. 
Then he said to them, 
Then give back to Cesar 
what is Ceesar’s: and to 
God give what is God’s. 


22. When they: heard 
this, they marvelled, ° 
and left him, and went 
away. 


(a) amdbore in its most usual signification, and obviously 
in place here. 


According to the teaching of the church people, both 
the Orthodox and the free, it turns out that this passage 
means the same as Rom. xiii. 1; 1 Tim. ii. 2; 1 Peter i. 
13. And this passage is always read on royal days. 
According to them this passage means that we must 
fulfil our obligations toward the king in the same way as 
toward God. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. I., p. 571): 


Mais on aurait tort de s’arréter & cette interprétation de la 
réponse. En effet, celle-ci pourrait paraitre insuffisante, en ce 
sens qu’elle semble plutét éviter que résoudre la question posée, 
laquelle, aprés tout, avait sa haute importance. Mais Jésus 
n’entre point dans la discussion du droit; sa mission n’était pas 
politique, son royaume ne devait pas étre de ce monde. II] ne se 
préoccupe pas de faire Je bilan des grands principes de la natio- 
nalité et de la puissance matérielle. Il se borne & constater que 
VYhomme (ainsi que la société) appartient ici-bas & deux sphéres 
distinctes, 4 la sphére politique et civile, et & la sphere morale et 
religieuse. Chacune lui impose des devoirs particuliers auxquels 
personne ne doit se soustraire. I] pouvait admettre, bien qu’ici 
il ne le déclare pas explicitement, que la premiére sphére est 
inférieure & la seconde; mais tant qu’elle ne géne pas l’exercice 
des devoirs de celle-ci, rien ne dispense individu de ceux qui lui 
incombent envers l’autre. Tant que Dieu recoit ce qui lui est 
dfi, il n’y a pas de raison pour qu’on s’insurge contre l’ordre 
établi dans le monde (Rom. xiii. 1 ss. 1 Tim. ii. 1 ss. 1 Pierre 
ii. 13 ss.), et il y a des moyens plus efficaces d’assurer le sort 
dune nation que ceux desquels celle-ci attend en yain le résultat 
désiré quand elle a négligé les autres. 
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The church says (p. 409): 


However, when thou hearest, Render unto Caesar the things 
which are Cesar’s, thou must understand only as much as does 
not interfere with godliness; for everything which is contrary to 
godliness is no longer a tribute to Cesar, but a tribute and cus- 
tom to the devil. 

They marvelled: At the wisdom of the Lord’s answer to the 
cunningly put question ; the answer surpassed and deceived their 
expectations. Evidently the answer was in favour of the Hero- 
dians, but the second part of the answer not only failed to repre- 
sent a pretext for accusing the Lord on the part of the Pharisees, 
but, on the contrary, pointed directly to the necessity or duty of 
rendering unto God the things which are God’s, by the side 
of Cesar’s tribute. One obligation does not contradict the 
other; on the contrary, they conveniently go together and must 
be paid at the same time. 


But they fail to explain how these two obligations are 
to be united. In the person of Jesus they were not 
united, just as they cannot be united in the case of all 
‘hose who understand his teaching. From the teaching 
of Jesus it follows that he who believes in life and in God 
will not resist evil, will not go to court, will not wage 
war, will not collect possessions for himself, and so, 
obviously, will not pay any taxes, for there will be noth- 
ing to pay them with, and, besides, there is no cause for 
a man to pay, who does not recognize courts, govern- 
ments, and nationalities. But the Pharisees think that 
this is all he teaches, and so they come up with the 
Herodians, and ask, Is it right to pay the taxes to Cesar ? 
He says, What does it mean to pay taxes? Show me 
your taxes, what you pay with? They show him a coin. 
He looks at the image of Cesar, and asks, What is coined 
here? He does not even know, and does not want to 
know that there is a Cesar. They say, it is Czesar. 
Cesar? His coin? Well, then give back to him what 
is his. Jesus says that a man can be in no dependence 
on Cesar, but is always dependent on God. The same 
verb aarddote to Cesar what is Ceesar’s, and to God what 
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is God’s, has led the interpreters into error. But it is 
sufficient to comprehend God differently from a king, 
which the popes are unable to do, and then the difference 
of the two phrases becomes clear. To give back that 
which is somebody else’s means to divide up with him, 
to have no relations with him, not to take from him. 
But to give back to God means to give to God the 
comprehension which he has given to men. 

There can be no choice about this; either we must 
understand it as the priests do, namely, that a king is 
almost a God, and that nearly equal honours are to be 
given to a king and to God; or else we must understand 
that the one is to be despised, and the other honoured. 
The meaning of the whole discourse, which was started by 
the Pharisees only in order to cause Jesus to commit an 
offence, is this, that, as in the case of the demand of 
tribute in Capernaum, he removes the offence, while ful- 
filling the teaching. Not to offend them, give, in accord- 
ance with the rule of non-resistance to evil; do not 
submit to the offence of the leaven, by not resisting, 
by not taking part in it. 


OF THE ADULTERESS 


52, Kal amécredev Lukeix. 62. Andsent 52, On their way the 


ayyédous mpd mpoowmov 
avTov: Kal mopevbévres 
eloprOov els Kwunv Da- 
bapert@v, bore érowud- 
cat are. 

53. Kal ov« édéfayro 
avrov, bru 7d mpdowrror 
avrod Hv mopevopuevoy eis 
“Iepovcadiu. 

54. "Iddvres 5é of pa- 
Onral abrod IdkwBos cat 
"Iwdvvns elroy, Kupue, 
Oédrers elrrwuev TIp KaTa- 
Bijvat ard rod ovpavod, 
Kal dvad@oar avrovds, ws 
al HNlas éxoinoe; 


messengers before his 
face: and they went, 
and entered into a vil- 
lage of the Samaritans, 
to make ready for him. 


53. And they did not 
receive him, because his 
face was as though he 
would go to Jerusalem. 


54, And when his dis- 
ciples James and John 
saw this, they said, 
Lord, wilt thou that we 
command fire to come 
down from heaven, and 
consume them, even as 
Elias did?¢ 


disciples of Jesus en- 
tered into a village of 
Samaria, to prepare a 
night’s lodging for him. 


53. But they did not 
receive him there. 


54. And when his dis- 
ciples James and John 
saw this, they said, Dost 
thou agree to this, that 
it is proper to say, May 
they be killed by light- 
ning from heaven for 
this? 
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55. Brpadels 68 éere- 
tluncev avrots, kal elzey, 
QuK oldare olov mrevua- 
Tbs éore Yuet: 

56. ‘O yap vids rod 
dvOpwrov ovK HAGE Wu- 
Xas avOpHrwy amoréca:, 
GAG TGoat. Kal éropev- 
Onoay els érépav kbunv. 

3. “Ayouor &é of ypap- 
parets Kal of Dapicator 
tmpds atroy yuvatka év 
poixelg KareAnupévny, 
kal orjoavtes atthy év 
Mery, 

4. Aéyovow aire, 
Avddoxanre, arn 7 yuvy 
KaTerAnpen éravtopwpy 
povxevonevn. 

5. "Ev 6¢ re vbum 
Mwofjs huty éverelharo 
Tas TowwvTas NoBorec- 
aOa: od ody rh réyes; 

6. Todro dé edeyor 
meipdgovTes avrov, tva 
éxwou KaTnyopety avTod. 
6 6¢ Inoods kadrw ktwas, 
T@ SaxTUrAw eypadeyr els 
THY yn: 

7. ‘Qs 6 émduevov 
épwrdvres avrov, avakv- 
Was ele mpds avrovs, ‘O 
dvapdpryros vay mpa- 
ros Tov NlOov éx airy 
Badérw. 

8. Kal mdduv Kxdrw 
ktWas éypagpey eis Tipv 
yhv. 

9. Ot Ge, akovoavTes 
kal bmd THs cuverdnoews 


éheyxouevot, eEnpxXovTo 
eis Kadets, ap&duevoe 
dmwd TO&v mpecBuTépwr 


éws TOv érxadrwv Kal 
KaredelpOn pdvos 6 “In- 
gous, Kal 7) yuvn ev péow 
éoT Woa. 

10. ’Avaktpas dé 6 
"Ingots, kal yndéva Oea- 


55. But he turned, and 
rebuked them, and said, 
Ye know not what man- 
ner of spirit ye are of. 


56. For the Son of man 
is not come to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save 
them. And they went 
to another village. 


John viii. 3. And the 
scribes and Pharisees 
brought unto him a 


woman taken in adul- 


tery: and when they 
had set her in the 
midst, 


4. They say unto him, 
Master, this woman was 
taken in adultery, in the 
very act. 


5. Now Moses in the 
law commanded us, that 
such should be stoned: 
but what sayest thou? 


6. This they said, 
tempting him, that they 
might have to accuse 
him. But Jesus stooped 
down, and with his fin- 
ger wrote on the ground, 
as though he heard 
them not. 

7. So when they con- 
tinued asking him, he 
lifted up himself, and 
said unto them, He that 
is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a 
stone at her, 


8. And again he 
stooped down, and 
wrote on the ground. 


9. And they -which 


heard it, being con- 
victed by their own 
conscience, went out 


one by one, beginning 
at the eldest, even unto 
the last: and Jesus was 
left alone, and _ the 
woman standing in the 
midst. 


10. When Jesus had 
lifted up himself, and 
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55. And Jesus replied 
to them, You do not un- 
derstand of what spirit 
you are, 


56. For the son of man 
has not come to destroy 
the lives of men, but to 
save them. And he 
went to another village. 


3. And the scribes and 
Pharisees brought to 
him a woman taken 
in adultery; and they 
placed her before him, 


4. And said to him, 
Teacher, this woman 
was caught in adultery. 


5. According to the 
law of Moses we are 
commanded to stone 
such a one to death. 
What dost thou say? 


6. They said this, 
tempting him, that they 
might have cause for 
accusing him. But Je- 
sus, bending down, 
wrote with his finger on 
the ground, 


7. And they continued 
asking him, He lifted 
himself up, and said to 
them, He who is without 
sin among you, let him 
cast the first stone at 
her. 


8. And again he bent 
down and began to write 
on the ground. 


9. They understood 
him, and their con- 
science reproved them, 
and one by one, from 
the eldest to the young- 
est, they all went away. 
And Jesus alone was 
left, and the woman 
standing before him. 


10. Jesus lifted him- 
self and saw none but 
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odpevos ANY THS Yuvat- 
Kos, elev adn, ‘H yurn, 
mov elo éxetvo. of KaT7- 
yopol gov; ovdels ce 
Kar éxpivey ; 

11. ‘H 6é efrev, Ov- 
dels, xUpre, etme 5¢ adTH 
6 'Inaods, Ovde ey ce 


saw none but the wo- 
man, he said unto her, 
Woman, where are those 
thine accusers? hath 
no man condemned 
thee? 


11. She said, No man, 
Lord. And Jesus said 
unto her, Neither do I 
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the woman. And he 
said to her, Woman, 
where are thy accusers? 
Has no one condemned 
thee? 


11. She said, No one, 
sir. And Jesus said to 
her, Neither do I con- 


condemn thee: go, and 
sin no more. 


demn thee: go, and sin 


kataKxplyw: mopevou Kal no more. 


penkére audprave. 


(a) Even as Elias did, is wanting in many texts. 


In this story the Pharisees directly approach Christ 
with a provocation for an offence, by bringing in the 
adulteress and asking what he would say. He has noth- 
ing to say. Well, an adulteress; well, she has sinned ; 
well, what of it? It is a pity she has sinned, — that is 
all he can say. So he keeps silence. They do not ask 
him outright what they should do, and so he keeps 
silence. But when they ask him directly what to do, 
whether to stone her, or not, he says, He who is without 
sin, let him stone her. And they went away. They saw 
that only he who is without sin has a right to punish, and 
as there can be no such people, there can be no punish- 
ment. And when they went away, he asked, Well, has 
no one condemned thee? No one. Neither can I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin no more. Do not sin thyself, 
and let them not sin, that is all. And the offence of the 
judgment is destroyed. 

This parable has had a wonderful fate. Although it is 
semi-apocryphal, it has had unusual luck. For some 
reason people have a special liking for it and find in it 
something very sentimental and poetical. The divine 
teacher, — the adulteress: He is in meditation, drawing 
with his finger in the sand. And they go and paint pic- 
tures and write verses on this occasion. All they see in 
this is only what is sentimental; but they do not see that 
sturdy common sense, from which follows the impossi- 
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bility of a code of laws, of a senate, of circuit and district 
courts, and of justices of the peace. They are possible 
only when men have not even that degree of truthfulness 
which the Pharisees had. Not one Pharisee dared to say 
that he was without sin, and they comprehended that 
only he could punish who could have the boldness to say 
that he was without sin. 

This parable has had a wonderful fate. In what way 
is it possible more clearly to discuss and picture the im- 
possibility of courts than in this parable? It is impos- 
sible to do so. And what happens? The sentimentality, 
the drawing with the finger in the sand, is what gives 
especial pleasure; but the meaning, the significance, the 
purpose of this parable do not seem to exist at all. The 
sentimentality is pleasing, and it is pleasant to receive a 
salary, and the meaning, well, — it means that in a con- 
versation you must not condemn your neighbour; you 
must not say of Marya Ivdnovna that she has lovers; 
but hanging and chopping off heads, that is all right, 
that is a different matter. 


OF THE TRUE LIFE 


Luke xii. 13. And one 13. And one of the 


13. Eize dé tis aia, 


éx ToU bxdov, AtddoxKanre, 
elré T@ ddeEAPH pov pe- 
ploacbat per euod Thy 
KAnpovoulav. 

14. ‘O éé etrey atte, 
“AvOpwre, Tis me KaTé- 
oTnoe SikaoThy } mept- 
oTiy ep was; 


of the company said un- 
to him, Master, speak to 
my brother, that he 
divide the inheritance 
with me. 


14. And he said unto 
him, Man, who made me 
a judge or a divider over 
you? 


people said to Jesus, 
Teacher, command my 
brother to divide the in- 
heritance with me. 


14. And Jesus said to 
him, Man, has any one 
made me a judge or 
divider among you? 


The man asks Jesus justly to divide his inheritance 
Jesus replies that it is not his, nor 


with his brother. 


anybody else’s business, except of those who divide. 


But 


how to divide is well known: give everything. To be 


himself a judge over others is an offence. 


angrily rebukes him, 


And so Jesus 
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25. Kal l60v, vopirds 
Tis avéoTn, exmepacwy 
avrov, kal héywv, Avda- 
okane, TL moijoas fwhy 
aldviov KAnpovourcw ; 

26. ‘O dé elre mpds 
aitov, Ev 7@ voum rh 
yéyparTra.; mas avaye- 
VWOKELS ; 

27. ‘O 6é drroxpibels 
elrev, ‘’ Ayarjnoes Kv- 
plov Tov Gedy cov E& bAns 
THs Kapdlas gov, Kal é& 
Orns THs WuxHs gov, Kal 
€& SAns THs loxvos cov, 
kal €& ddns THs Siavolas 
gou:’ kal ‘Tov mdnotov 
gov ws ceavTdy.’ 


Luke x. 25. And, be- 
hold, a certain lawyer 
stood up, and tempted 
him, saying, Master, 
what shall do to in- 
herit eternal life? 


26. He said unto him, 
What is written in the 
law? how readest thou? 


27. And he answering 
said, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all 
thy mind; and _ thy 
neighbour as thyself. 
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25. And, behold, a law- 
yer stood up and, tempt- 
ing Jesus, said, Teacher, 
what shall I do to receive 
eternal life? 


26. Jesus said to him, 
What is written in the 
law? How dost thou 
read? 


27. And the lawyer re- 
plied, Love thy Lord 
with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbour as 
thyself. 


(a) Many texts have the variant éautdp. 


I leave here the customary reading, as the meaning of 


the lawyer’s words is not important here, but what is 
important is the parable to which Luke alone attached 
these words. The meaning of this variant is analyzed in 
another place. Here we must not forget that Luke has 
very unsuccessfully attached these words to the parable, 
in the first place, because he has weakened their meaning, 
and secondly, because he has put them in the mouth of 
the lawyer. The lawyer could not have known this com- 
mandment, for it is not a commandment, but detached 
words from two different books of Moses. 


Deut. vi. 5. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

Lev. xix. 18. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neigh- 


bour as thyself: I am the Lord. 
28. Bire dé avr @, Iuke x. 28. And he 


] , 28. Jesus said to him 
said unto him, Thou hast 


Thou . hast answered 


"OpOds amrexplOns: Tobro 
mole, kal Shon. 

29. ‘O dé, OédXwy Sikat- 
ody éaurov, ele mpds TOY 
"Inootv, Kal rls éort 
sou wAnaloy ; 


answered right: this do, 
and thou shalt live. 

29. But he, willing to 
justify himself, said un- 
to Jesus, And who is my 
neighbour? 


right: do this, and thou 
wilt live. 

29. But the lawyer 
wanted to justify him- 
self, and said to Jesus, 
And who is my neigh- 
bour? 
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80. “YrodaBay dé 6 
‘Inocods elev, AvOpwirds 
Tis KaréBawvey amd ‘Te- 
povoahhnu els ‘lepixa, 
kal Anorats mepiémecev, 
ot kal éxdvoavTes avrov 
kal mAnyas émmubévres 
amjrGov, apévres hut- 
avy TYYXavorTA. 

Bl. Kara ovyxuplay 
dé lepeds Tis KaTéBacvev 
év.TH 60@ éxelvy, Kal 
dav adrov avrurapHd- 
Bev. ; 

32. ‘Ouolws 6é Kal 
Aevirys, yevduevos kata 
Tov Témov, é\@av kal 
ld@v dvrimapndbev. 


38. Dauapelrns dé Tus 
ddetwy AGE Kat avroyv, 
kal lOwy adtrov éomday- 
xvicbn: 


34. Kal mpocedOav 
Kkatédnoe Tad TpavuaTa 
avrov, émixéwy €davoy 
Kal olvov: ériBiBdoas de 
auvrov éml 70 W6Lov KTHVvos, 
Hyayev avrov els mavdo- 
xelov, Kal éreuednOn ad- 
Tov. 

35. Kal érl rhv ab- 
piv é&eNav, éxBaray 
500 Snvdpia %dwKe TH 
mavooxel, Kal elev av- 
Tp, HruenOnre adrov: 
kal 6 Te dv mpoodatayy- 
ons, ya év T@ éravép- 
xerbal pe droduow cor. 

36. Tls ody rovrTwr 
TOv Tpi@y SoKet oor wAN- 
clov yeyovévat Tov éu- 


mecbyros els Tovs Ny- 
oTds; 
37. ‘O dé efrev, ‘O 


mowmoas TO &deos per’ av- 
rou. elmev obv alT@ 6 
’ na / \ 
Inoods, Topevou, kai od 
mole. duolws. 


30. And Jesus answer- 
ing, said, A certain man 
went down from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, and 
fell among thieves, 
which stripped him of 
his raiment, and wound- 
ed him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. 


31. And by chance 
there came down a cer- 
tain priest that way ; and 
when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other 
side. 


32. And likewise a 
Levite, when he was at 
the place, came and 
looked on him, and 
passed by on the other 
side. 

33. But a certain Sa- 
maritan, as he jour- 
neyed, came where he 
was: and when he saw 
him, he had compassion 
on him, 

34. And went to him, 
and bound up _ his 
wounds, pouring in oil 
and wine, and set him 
on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. 


35. And on the mor- 
row, when he departed, 
he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the 
host, and said unto him, 
Take care of him: and 
whatsoever thou spend- 
est more, when I come 
again, I will repay thee. 


36. Which now of these 
three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbour unto him 
that fell among the 
thieves? 


37. And he said, He 
that shewed mercy on 
him. Then said Jesus 
unto him, Go, and do 
thou likewise. 
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30. And Jesus said to 
him, There was a man 
who went from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, and 
fell among robbers. The 
robbers took everythin 
from him, beat him, an 
went away, leaving him 
half dead. 


31. A priest happened 
to come that way. When 
he saw the man, he 
turned around and went 
away. 


32. And likewise a 
Levite, passing by that 
place, saw him, and went 
away. 


33. A Samaritan, as he 
travelled, came where 
he was; he saw him and 
took pity on him. 


34. And he went and 
bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, 
and set him on his horse, 
and brought him to an 
inn, and took care of 
him. 


35. On the following 
morning the Samaritan 
proceeded on his jour- 
ney, giving the host two 
pence, and saying, Take 
care of this man. 
thou spendest more on 
him, 1 will repay thee 
on my way back. 


36. Well, what do you 
think? Which of the 
three, the priest, the 
Levite, or the Samar- 
itan, was a neighbour to 
him who fell among the 
robbers? 

37. And the lawyer 
said, Of course, he who 
had pity on him, Then 
Jesus said, Go, and do 
likewise, 
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The lawyer retorts to Jesus against his teaching that 
all men are the children of one Father — God, and 
that therefore a man must make no distinction between 
people. He said, for example, that we must love our 
neighbour, but these words do not prove anything, for it 
is impossible to love all. I love my wife, my children, 
and all love some, and do not love others. It is easy 
enough to say, Love thy neighbour. Who is thy neigh- 
bour? And if it does not say who is a neighbour, noth- 
ing is said, and nothing but words are left. 

To this Jesus replies by citing the Samaritan and what 
he did. He does not say who is a neighbour, but chooses 
one who is farthest removed from the Jews, a Samaritan, 
and says what he did, and in reply says, Do likewise. 

The discussion as to who is a neighbour is a snare which 
entices away from the truth, and, in order not to fall into 
it, it is necessary not to discuss, but to act. This is the 
offence of the leaven of the Sadducees and the Herodians. 


Matt. xvi. 21. From 21. And Jesus began 


21. ’Amd rére Aptaro 


6 “Inoots Secxvbev Tots 
pabnrats avrov, bru det 
avrov daeNOely els ‘Tepo- 
oddupa, 

22. Eimdyv, “Ore bet 
Tov vidv Tov d&vOpamou 
ToAAG mabety, Kal drro- 
OoxiwacOnvat amd Tey 
mpecBuTépwv Kal apxue- 
péwyv Kal ypauparéwy, 
kal droxravOjvat, Kal TH 
Tplryn huépa eyepOhvac. 


that time forth began 
Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, 


22. Saying, The Son of 
man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected 
of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and 
be slain, and be raised 
the third day. 


to tell his disciples that 
he had to go to Jeru- 
salem, 


22. For the son of man 
must suffer much, and 
be rejected by elders, 
priests, and learned 
men, and be slain, and 
be raised after three 
days. 


In Matthew it says that Jesus announced that he had 


to go to Jerusalem and suffer there and be killed, and so 
forth. In Mark it says that the son of man was to suffer, 
be killed, and raised. : 

Jesus calls himself the son of man when he under- 
stands by himself his divine essence, which is common tc 
all men. Even thus we must understand it here. 
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Jesus at the same time says that first he, Jesus, would 
have to suffer much, and be killed, and be raised from 
the dead in the spiritual sense; he also says that the 
comprehension of the son of man will be rejected, before 


it is raised and accepted. 


32. Kal ragpnola rov 
Adyor éXddet. Kal rpoc- 
AaBduevos adrdy 6 Wérpos 
Hpéaro émirmayv aro. 

33. ‘O 5é ériorpadels, 
kal ldwy rods pabnras 
avrov, émeriunoe TO 
Ilérpw, Aéywv, “Yrraye 
émlow pov, Datava: gre 
ov ppovets Ta TOU Geod, 
GAA TA TOY dvOpdrwy. 


9. Obxl Saddexd elo 
Dpa.THs Nuépas ; édv rus 
mepitaTh év TH huépa, 
od mpookdmret, bre 7d 
P&s Tov Kbcpov TovToU 
Brére- 

10. "Edy 5€ res repe- 
mary év TH vuKTl, mpo- 
oxémre, bt. Td Pos ovK 
Zoriv év aro. 


John ii. 
go into Judea again. 


Mark viii. 32. And 
he spake that saying 
openly. And Peter took 
him, and began to re- 
buke him. 


33. But when he had 
turned about and looked 
on his disciples, he re- 
buked Peter, saying, Get 
thee behind me, Satan: 
for thou savourest not 
the things that be of 
God, but the things that 
be of men, 


John xi. 9. Are there 
not twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walk 
in the day, he stumbleth 
not, because he seeth the 
light of this world. 


10. But if a man walk 
in the night, he stum- 
bleth, because there is 
no light in him. 


32. And he spoke these 
words with confidence. 
And taking him by the 
hand, Simon Peter be- 
gan to hold him back. 

33. But when he had 
turned around and 
looked at his disciples, 
he rebuked Simon Peter, 
saying, Get away from 
me, offender, Thou en- 
ticest me away from the 
truth, for thou dost not 
think of what is divine, 
but what is human. 

9. There are twelve 
hours in the day. And 
if thou walkest in the 
day, thou dost not stam- 
ble, for it is light. 


10. But if thou walkest 
in the night, thou stum- 
blest, for thou dost not 
see the light. 


7. Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us 


8. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought 
to stone thee ; and goest thou thither again? 


And to Peter’s remark, Jesus replies, Thou wantest to 


allure me away from the truth and light. 


If I am going 


to consider what is dangerous for me, and what not, if 
I am going to reflect as to what will come to me as a 
result of my act in my carnal life, I shall go from the 
light into the darkness, and then I shall perish, for 
he who walks in the light does not stumble. This is 
the first example of enticing away from the truth. Jesus 
calls this an offence. It is the offence of the leaven of 
the Sadducees, And to this offence Jesus replies that, 
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on the contrary, what turns out to be reasonable accord. 
ing to our carnal considerations, is nothing but the dark- 
ness, and that only spirit is light, for which there can be 
no errors and no stumbling-blocks. 


84. Kal mpockadeoa- 
pevos Tov SxNov ody Tors 
babnrats avrod, elev av- 
rots, Ouris Oder dmrlow 
pov éOelv, drapyncac bw 
éauTov, Kal dpdrw Tov 
oTaupoy avTov, Kal dKo- 
ovbeitw uot. 

35. “Os yap av bédy 
Thy puxny avrod c@cat, 
dmodéce. abryy: bs 0° ay 
amoréon THY YuxHy av- 
Tov &vexev éuod Kal Tov 
evayyerlov, obTos cuca 
aurny. 

18. Kal &pxovra 
Zaddovkator mpds avrov, 
olrives éyouvo.w avd- 
oTaciw wh eivarr Kal 
éernpwtncav atrov, dé- 
‘yovres, 

19, Avddoxanre, Mwofjs 
eypawev uty, br. édv 
Tivos adedpds arobavy, 
kal Karadirn ‘yuvatka, 
kal réxva un adn, va 
AGBn 6 ddedpds avdrod 
Thy yuvatka avrov, Kal 
éavacrinon omépua TH 
GdEAP@ avrod. 

20. ‘Emra ody ddedgpot 
hoav: kal 6 mp@ros éhaBe 
yuvaixa, kal amobvicKwy 
otk apie omépua: 

21. Kal 6 devrepos 
ZraBev atrhv, kal daé- 
Gave, Kal ovdé adros 
apie omépua: kat 6 
TpiTos woavTws- 

22. Kal €\aBov atrhy 
ol érrd, kal ovk ddfKav 
omépua. €oxarn wadvTwy 
améGave kal 4} yuvh. 


Mark viii. 34. And 
when he had called the 
people unto him with 
his disciples also, he 
said unto them, Whoso- 
ever will come after me, 
let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, 
and follow me. 


35. For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose 
it; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake 


and the gospel’s, the 
same shall save it. 
Mark xii. 18. Then 


eome unto him the Sad- 
ducees, which say there 
is no resurrection,¢ and 
they asked him, saying, 


19. Master, Moses 
wrote unto us, If a 
man’s brother die, and 
leave his wife behind 
him, and leave no chil- 
dren, that his brother 
should take his wife, 
and raise up seed unto 
his brother. 


20. Now there were 
seven brethren: and the 
first took a wife, and 
dying left no seed. 


21. And the second 
took her, and _ died, 
neither left he any seed: 
and the third likewise. 


22. And the seven had 
her, and left no seed: 
last of all the woman 
died also, 


34. And he called the 
people with his disci- 
ples, and said to them, 
He who wants to walk 
according to me, let him 
deny himself (let him 
take the cross and follow 
me). 


35. For he who wants 
to save his earthly life, 
will lose the true life; 
and he who will lose the 
earthly life for me and 
the true good, will save 
it. 


18. Then the Sadducees 
came tohim. They told 
him, on the contrary, 
that there would be no 
awakening of life, and 
began to ask him, 


19. Teacher, Moses said 
that if one dies and 
leaves no children, then 
the brother is to take the 
wife of him who died, 
to raise up a descent to 
his brother. 


20. There were seven 
brothers, and the first 
married and died, and 
had no children, and left 
his wife to his brother. 


21. And similarly the 
second and the third, 


22. Up to the seventh. 
After all of these the 
woman died. 
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23. “Ev rq ofy dva- 
oTdoe, bray dvacr aot, 
tlyos avr Ov €rrat yur; 
ol yap érra eoxov adripy 
yuvaica. 

24. Kel dmoxpibels 6 
‘Inoots etre» adbrots, Ob 
dia TovTO mavacbe, ui) 
eidéres Tas ypadas, unde 
THY SUvapuv TOU Qeod; 

34. OF viol Tod aidvos 
TovTov yamovor Kal éx- 
yauloKovrat: 

35. Oi 62 karatiwdér- 
Tes TOU al@vos éxelvouv 
Tuxetv, Kal THs dava- 
oTdoews THs EK vexpav, 
otre yauodowy ote éxya- 
ploKovrat: 

36. Ore yap droba- 
vety Ere SUvavTat: lody- 
yero. yap elo, Kal viol 
elot Tot Oeov, THs dava- 
oTdoews viol dvres. 

33. Kal dxovoavres oi 
bxAou eferAjooovTo éml 
TH Odaxy adrod. 

39. Aroxpibévres dé 


Ties TOV Ypayparéwv 
elrov, Aiddoxane, Kadds 
eimras. 

40. Ovx ere 5é érdd- 
wv érepwrav adrov 
ovder. 


23. In the resurrection 
therefore, when they 
shall rise, whose wife 
shall she be of them? 
for the seven had her 
to wife. 


24. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto them, Du 
ye not therefore err, be- 
cause ye know not the 
Scriptures, neither the 
power of God? 


Luke xx. 34. The chil- 
dren of this world 
marry, and are given 
in marriage: 

35. But they which shall 
be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from 
the dead, neither marry, 
hor are given in mar- 
riage: 


36. Neither can they 
die any more: for they 
are equal unto the an- 
gels;> and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the 
children of the resurrec- 


tion. 
Matt. xxvii. 33. And 
when the multitude 


heard this, they were as- 
tonished at his doctrine. 
Luke xx. 39. Then cer- 
tain, of the scribes an- 
swering said, Master, 
thou hast well said. 


40. And after that they 


* durst not ask him any 


question at all. 
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23. Whose wife will 
she be in the resurrec- 
tion, when they will rise 
oe life? All seven had 

er. 


24. And Jesus replied 
to them, You are mixed; 
you do not understand 
the Scripture and the 
power of God. 


34. Men of this life 
marry, and women are 
given in marriage: 


35. But those who‘ be- 
come worthy of the 
other life and of the 
reéstablishment from 
the dead neither marry, 
nor are given in mar- 
riage. 


36. For they cannot 
die again; for they be- 
come the will of God. 
they become the chil- 
dren of God and the 
children of the reéstab- 
lishment. 

33. And the people 
marvelled at his teach- 


ing. 
39. And many of the 


learned said, Teacher, 
thou art right. 


40. And they did not . 
dare to ask him again. 


(a) In Matthew it says of AdyovTes 7) elvar dvactacw. 


a 
In Mark, oftwes Adyovow avdoracw py eivat. 


Accord- 


ing to Matthew, we should have to translate, They said 
that there was not; according to Mark, Those who say. 
According to Luke, of Adyortes avdotacw py eivas. 
Luke’s version defines the meaning of the words, The 
Sadducees came to deny his teaching about the resurrec- 


tion. 


The word resurrection can by no means be left with 
the significance which it has with us, a vivification after 
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death ; in Greek it has a different meaning, not from the 
way the Sadducees understand it, but from the definition 
given to it by Jesus. 

(6) In Matthew, Like the angels of God; in Mark, 
Like the angels in heaven; in Luke, lodyyedou yap ect, 
equal to angels. 1 translate by, They become the will of 
God. 


No matter what the Sadducees may understand by the 
reéstablishment &vadoracus, which is incorrectly translated 
by resurrection, for in many other places avaotaous, as 
here, means the raising of descendants; whatever they 
may have understood, Jesus clearly and precisely says 
that he understands by avdoracis those who ovre yap 
atroGavety SUvavta, who cannot die. 

Life in the spirit is the only awakening of life, of 
which Jesus speaks, The Sadducees know it and under- 
stand it, but they want to show him the contradictoriness 
of his teaching. Leaning on the letter of the law of 
Moses, and on his words about marriage, according to 
the meaning of which he has to admit the marriage of 
widows, they say to him that the resurrection is sense- 
less, for it is impossible to imagine all as risen from the 
' dead. They express the same idea: which a modern 
materialist would express in regard to the teaching of the 
resurrection. The particles of matter cannot return to 
all bodies, for the same particles formed the bodies of 
many. To this objection of materialism, to this same 
materialistic argument, Jesus replies by explaining what 
it is he understands by the reéstablishment of life. 

The reéstablishment of life consists in this, that the 
life of men is united with the will of God,— man be- 
comes the will of God, and so it is impossible to speak 
of the marital relations of the will of God. For the man 
of the spirit, who has risen, as Jesus understands the 
resurrection, there can be no question of marital relations. 
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Lee 


And explaining the concept of the reéstablishment of life, 


he says: 


31. Tlepi 6€ rs dva- 
oTadoEWs THY vEeKp@v, ovK 
dvéyvwre TO Andev byutv 
Umd Tod Oeov, NéyorTos, 


Matt. xxii. 31, But as 
touching the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, have 
ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by 


31. But as to the wa- 
kening of the dead, 
have you not read the 
word of God spoken to 
you? He said. 


God, saying, 


In Matthew it speaks of the reéstablishment of the 
dead; in Mark and in Luke it says elpovta: of vexpot, 
that is, the idea of the resurrection is again expressed by 
the word of the wakening from sleep, the same word which 
is several times used in John to express the regeneration 
by the spirit. Generally this passage is understood to 
mean that Jesus is disputing some idea of the resurrec- 
tion, as it existed among the Pharisees. Without enter- 
ing into the historical investigations, which prove that 
such a conception did not exist, the discourse itself, both 
in the beginning of the discourse and in this place, shows 
that the discourse has reference to the teaching of Christ 
about the. reéstablishment from the dead, and by no 
means about some unknown teaching of the Pharisees. 
And in this place Jesus explains his teaching with the 
help of the Scripture. 


32.1 am the God of 
Abraham, and the God 


Matt. avin. 32. 1 am 


* Le t 
ae eT OS ed of “Abvaham, 


tABpadp, Kal 6 Oeds 


*"Ioadk, kal 6 Oeds Ta- 
KB ;’ ovx €oriv 6 Oeds 
Oeds vexpOv, adda Fdy- 
TWP. 

38. Ildvres yap aire 
(Bour. 


and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob? 
God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the liv- 
ing. 


Luke vx. 38. For all 
live unto him. 


of Isaac, and the God ot 
Jacob. God is not the 
God of the dead, but of 
the living. 


38. For all are living 
to him. 


This passage, one of the most significant on account of 


the clearness of exposition and the unity of the thought 
with the whole teaching, as expounded in the Gospel of 
John, is completely lost in the crude conception of the 
church. The radical mistake is made in supposing that 
the Pharisees believed in the resurrection, and the Sad- 


178 THE FOUR GOSPELS . 


ducees did not, and that the whole passage is dealing 
with an elucidation of the difference of view-points of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. 

No matter how accustomed one may have become to 
the insipidity of the church interpretations, one cannot 
help but be each time terrified anew at the manifestations 
of this lack of comprehension. The whole passage is 
interpreted in relation to the difference of opinion as held 
by the Pharisees and the Sadducees. But what the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees are no one knows. 

In the Acts of the Apostles there is this passage: 


XXIII.-7. And when he had so said, there arose a dissension 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was 
divided. 

8. For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither 
angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 


And on this passage, which does not at all mean that 
the belief in immortality formed the peculiarity of the 
teaching of the Pharisees, but only that certain Pharisees, 
like Paul, believed in the resurrection, on this verse 
is based the interpretation that the discourse of Jesus 
is not concerning the teaching of life, but that Jesus is 
suddenly becoming the advocate of the teaching of the 
Pharisees. And the clear and profound passage, which 
unquestionably denies the destruction in death and the 
future life, is understood as a teaching of the future life 
and of angels. 


This is what the church says (pp. 409-413): 


The Sadducees: Who say that there is no resurrection. The 
resurrection is the miraculous calling of the dead body to life, 
through the union with the soul of the dead body, such as will 
be the universal resurrection at the end of the world. The Sad- 
ducees rejected not only the resurrection itself, but also the 
future life and the existence of the soul after death separately 
from the body, and the existence of spirits and angels. They 
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were ruder than the Pharisees, being completely given to 
material things. The law of Moses concerning the levirate 
marriage, pointed out by the Sadducees, had for its purpose the 
prevention of the cessation of issue, which was regarded as a 
misfortune by the Jews. According to this law, the brother of 
the deceased man had to take his widow unto himself, and the 
first-born of their male issue was considered to be the son of 
the deceased man, and thus established the continuation of the 
race. 

Now there were seven brethren, etc. : In approaching the Saviour, 
the Sadducees do not begin to speak to him directly about the 
resurrection, but invent a story and tell an incident which, in my 
opinion, has never happened, hoping to puzzle him and to over- 
throw both the possibility of the resurrection and of what the 
Saviour thought it would be. 

Lest he should ask why seven had one wife, the Sadducees 
refer to Moses, though their whole story, in my opinion, was a 
mere invention. For the third one would not have taken her, 
seeing that two husbands had already died with her; and if the 
third brother had taken her, the fourth and the fifth would have 
refused her ; and if these had agreed, the sixth and the seventh 
would certainly have declined her: they would have turned away 
from her, fearing the same fate, for the Jews were prone to ex- 
press such fear. But why did the Sadducees invent seven hus- 
bands, and not two or three, for the one woman? They hoped 
so much the more to ridicule his teaching of the resurrection. 
And so they said, All had her, thinking that after that he would 
not have anything to say. In pointing to the law of Moses and 
showing the difficulty in harmonizing this law with the idea of 
the resurrection, the Sadducees let him know that, in their 
opinion, the idea of the resurrection is incompatible (if not in 
direct opposition) with the law itself, which was given by God 
as a guidance into faith. 

Do ye not therefore err, etc.: In solving the misunderstanding, 
the Lord shows that the denial of the resurrection of the dead 
by the Sadducees, which is apparently based on the law, is an 
error due to their incorrect understanding of (1) the Scripture, 
(2) the power or mightiness of God. They refer to Moses and 
to the law, as though they knew it, and the Saviour, on the con- 
trary, shows them that their very question betrayed their igno- 
rance of the Scripture. This is the very reason why they tempted 
him, for they did not properly comprehend the Scripture, and did 
not know the power of God, of which so many examples had been 
presented to you (the Sadducees), and yet you have not come to 
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know it either from the Scripture, or from the general principles 
of reason. For it is possible to know even from the general 
principles of reason that everything is possible to God. This 
ignorance of the Scripture found its expression in this, that they 
imagined that the order of things would always be the same as 
at present, that it would always be necessary to marry and get 
married. For example, in the Old Testament it does not say any- 
where that things would be the same after the resurrection; the 
Sadducees invented this themselves and found in it an incom- 
patibility with the Scripture. The Lord points out this their 
false representation, showing that after the resurrection there 
would be a different order of life. 

The Sadducees’ ignorance of the power of God expressed itself 
in this, that they denied the possibility of the resurrection of the 
corruptible body, which has turned to dust. The Lord shows 
them their error, proving the reality of the resurrection from the 
Scripture. ! 

Neither marry, nor are given in marriage: There will be no 
continuation of the race, consequently there is no need of marry- 
ing, or being given in marriage, although the difference of the 
sexes will be preserved. 

Equal unto the angels: After the resurrection men will live and 
be related to each other as are the angels of God. However, the 
children of the resurrection are not called angels, because they 
will not marry, but they will not marry, because they will be like 
the angels. 

And the resurrection from the dead, etc.: The Lord borrows the 
proof of the reality of the resurrection of the dead, which 
the Sadducees deny, from the Scriptures of Moses, since the Sad- 
ducees in their question pointed to Moses. The passage is taken 
from the Book of Exodus, and contains the words of God himself, 
said to Moses in the burning bush. 

Not the God of the dead, but of the living: God is not the God 
of those who do not exist and are completely annihilated, who 
will never rise from the dead. For he did not say of himself, I 
was, but I am the God of the existing and the living. As Adam, 
though he was alive on the day when he ate of the fruit of the 
tree, was subject to death immediately after the sentence of God’s 
judgment, so the forefathers, though they died, remained alive 
according to the promise of the resurrection. 

There are passages in the Old Testament, and other clear 
indications, in which mention is made of the resurrection, but 
the Saviour points only to one ‘place in the Book of Moses, 
Since the Sadducees made reference only to Moses. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 181 


To Reuss, too, this passage seems strange, and he cau- 
tiously expresses the idea that possibly these words have 
no senseless meaning (Vol. L, pp. 573 and 574): 


La réponse de Jésus est double. I] se prononce d’abord sur 
la question spéciale qui lui est posée ; en second lieu, il affirme la 
croyance a la vie future comme implicitement enseignée dans un 
texte sacré que les Sadducéens eux-mémes ne pouvaient pas ré- 
cuser. Subsidiairement il en appelle a la puissance de Dieu, 
comme devant et pouvant écarter toutes les objections de ]’in- 
erédulité. 

1] déclare done que les rapports sexuels ne subsistent que dans 
le monde actuel et pour lui. La vie future n’étant plus sujette & 
la mort, la nécessité de conserver |’humanité par la propagation 
des individus et la succession des générations n’existe plus. La 
question posée par les interlocuteurs est donc parfaitement 
oiseuse. Quand il est dit que les ressuscités sont semblables aux 
anges, cela doit étre entendu de l’immortalité. Ona eu bien tort 
d’en conclure qu’il a voulu dire que les anges sont sans sexe 
(comp. Gen. vi. 3). C’est la une thése que Jésus ne songeait ni 
& affirmer, ni & examiner. 

Quant & la seconde partie de la réponse, qui n’avait pas été 
directement provoquée par les interlocuteurs, on pourrait €étre 
tenté de croire qu’elle appartient & une autre occasion ou quelle 
trahit du moins quelque lacune dans le présent récit. Cependant 
il n’était pas trop difficile de reconnaitre que la question des 
Sadducéens n’ayait point été inspirée par un scrupule théologique, 
par un doute concernant l’application d’un principe, mais bien 
par un scepticisme frivole qui s’attaquait 4 la base méme du 
dogme. Jésus était donc non-seulement autorisé & toucher au 
fond de la chose, mais sa réplique n’était compléte et décisive 
qu’autant qu'il le faisait. 

Cette dernitre partie de la réponse est remarquable & plusieurs 
égards. A premiére vue, on pourrait dire qu’elle ne prouve pas 
grand’chose, tout le monde sachant que la locution biblique citée 
par lui (d’aprés Exod. iii: 6) signifie proprement: le Dieu déja 
adoré par les péres et restant éternellement le méme pour leurs 
descendants. D’aprés le sens littéral et historique de cette 
phrase, il n’y est pas question d’immortalité et encore moins de 
résurrection. Il y a plus. Le fait que Jésus ne trouve, dans 
tout ’ Ancien Testament, rien de plus explicite & citer en faveur 
de la certitude d’une vie future, prouve que cette idée si impor- 
tante & la religion était réellement étrangére & l’enseignement des 


yrophétes. 
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Malgré cela, il nous semble que son raisonnement exégétique, 
tout libre et subjectif qu’il est, a une grande portée. D’abord il 
faut bien remarquer qu'il aboutit & prouver non point la résurrec- 
tion, mais l’immortalité, ce qui est tout autre chose et appartient 
4 un ordre d’idées plus familiéres au christianisme qu’au judaisme. 
Jésus ne dit pas, et ne pouvait pas dire, que les Patriarches 
étaient ressuscités; il affirme qu’ils ne sont pas morts. Ensuite, 
quand on va au fond du raisonnement et qu’on l’examine au 
point de vue théologique, on reconnait qu’il proclame lindes- 
tructibilité de toute vie qui reste en communion avec Dieu, 
puisque les patriarches étaient, pour le peuple comme pour les 
écoles, les types de homme réalisant )idéal religieux et pou- 
vaient ainsi servir d’éléments & une démonstration théologique 
du genre indiqué.- Cette idée a été développée plus tard par 
Paul. 


Again, as in the case of the sly question of the Phari- 
sees and the Herodians concerning the tribute, to which 
it seemed that no other answer could be given than, Yes, 
or, No, Jesus replies directly to the temptation of the 
Sadducees, and expresses his teaching. And he not only 
gives expression to his whole teaching, but does it in such 
a, way as not to offend any one, by turning the question 
against those who ask him. They see themselves that 
they are guilty and have obtained the very opposite result 
of what they expected. The Pharisees and the Herodians 
thought, He will not get out of this. If he condemns the 
kings and the power, he will be guilty toward the kings 
and toward his teaching in that he condemns; and if he 
approves submission to the power, he destroys his teach- 
ing. But he answers, without cunning, everything he 
knows about giving the money back to one, or not giving 
it back: I never said anything, or wished to judge you in 
matters of inheritance or disputes. 

Questions of earth are decided in an earthly fashion, 
but the divine question is the only one about which I 
teach: Give what is God’s to no one but to God, conse- 
quently, not even to a king, if his demand is contrary to 
God. And the question is turned against them. 
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The Sadducees make fun of the resurrection, and prove 
to him that the resurrection from the dead is foolish. 

He tells them what the reéstablishment from death 
means. The reéstablishment from death is the life in 
God. For the life in God marriages mean nothing, and 
it is unnecessary to regard the reéstablishment of life 
as an awakening of the ‘dead ; it has to be understood as 
an awakening of the true life in the carnal life, and its 
union with God. For God there is no time, and so, in 
uniting with God, man passes out of time, consequently, 
out of death. If the deceased Abraham was united with 
God, he has remained with God. And if there is a God, 
there is also Abraham. And if Jesus, as he said in the 
discourse of John x., united with God, he could say 
that before Abraham was, he is. This is the positive 
side of the teaching, as expressed in this passage; but 
there is also another side, the negative, — the destruction 
of the offence, the leaven of the Sadducees; this is also 
expressed in this place, and it is generally left out, though 
it destroys all the errors which are based on the falsely 
understood teaching of Christ. 

The Sadducees represent to themselves the regeneration 
of life, taught by Jesus, as a continuation in the flesh, in 
time and . space, of the same carnal life, as we know it. 

This is the very conception of the future life as formed 
in all mystical church teachings, and this conception is 
the very leaven of the Sadducees, against which Jesus 
warns us. He firmly and clearly rejects this doctrine. 
After this place it is impossible to base the doctrine 
of the future life in the body on the teaching of Christ. 
It is possible to believe in such a doctrine, but it is 
not possible to base it on the teaching of Jesus. In 
all the didactic passages of Jesus, where he defines what 
he means by the true life, he speaks of the life which 
does not depend on time, or on space; but here he 
says directly that it is impossible and wrong to under- 
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stand his teaching as a teaching of life in time and space. 
The question of the Sadducees expresses only in a coarse 
form what the mystics and the churches say, when they 
describe the future life in the kingdom of heaven. 

To this representation of the future life, Jesus replies. 
One side of the teaching consists in rejecting the carnal 
life, for the true life is the life in the will of God. 
Life consists in uniting with God, and for him who has 
united his life with God there is no past and no future. 

And the other side is this, that every representation of 
the future shows that a man has not come to understand 
what the true life means. 


34. Ol dé Papicaion, Matt. xxii. 34. But — 34. But when the Phar- 
Speman ben Birans when the Pharisees had isees heard that he had 
oEO ed L epluwoe heard that he had put put the.Sadducees to 
Tovs Zaddovcalovs, svy- the Sadduceestosilence, silence, they united. 
NXEnoav éri 7d avrs- they were gathered to- 

gether. 


(a) ovvnyOnoav ért vo abté really means they came 
together im one place; here it means, they wnited, that is, 
first the Pharisees had tempted him, and then the Saddu- 
cees, but now the next question is put by both together. 


A whole series of offences presents itself to Jesus. 

(1) The disciples wanted to wreak their vengeance on 
those who did not receive Christ. He said to them, You 
do not understand the meaning of the teaching. 

(2) Peter begged him to consider the danger of his 
journey to Jerusalem. 

To this Jesus replied that it is an offence to reflect on 
the danger, that not a hair will fall from a man’s head 
without the will of God, and that a man can be guided 
only by the inner light, and not by reflection, — for 
reflection is darkness. 

This is the first answer, and it refers to all the other 
offences, including them. 
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(3) The tax-collectors could have led into an offence 
both him and all those mendicants who lived in the will 
of God according to the teaching of Jesus. And Jesus 
said that according to the fifth rule, which is, that no 
distincticn be made between the nations, the children 
of God are under no obligation to any one; and he 
said also that, in order that there be no offence, it was 
necessary to carry out the rule of non-resistance to 
evil, and, in order to free others from the offence, it 
was better to work and give what was demanded than 
to refuse it. 

(4) Christ’s disciples remark that such a submission 
to evil may increase the evil, and that one may have 
to forgive seven times each day. To this Jesus says 
that the reflection is unnecessary. Reflection is an 
offence, and it is necessary to forgive according to the 
first rule: Be not angry, and if thou hast quarrelled, 
make thy peace. 

(5) The Pharisees want to permit the legal remarrying. 
Jesus replies that this is an offence against oneself, 
against the wife, and against the other. The disciples 
discuss, saying, If so, it is better not to marry. Jesus 
says, Reflection is an offence, and we must cease causing 
offences ; there is no need of reflecting on what is better, 
what worse, but we should carry out the second rule, 
which is, that we must not look upon woman as a carnal 
solace. 

(6) A man of the people asks Jesus to judge in 
matters of his inheritance. Jesus says that a man 
who takes upon himself to judge is given to the offence 
of reflection. According to the fourth rule, Give every- 
thing which they take from thee. 

(7) The Pharisees bring the adulteress, and ask, Has 
she done well? And ought she not to be punished, so 
as to correct her? He says, I cannot discuss this; I 
know that she has not done right, and I wish she would 
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not do it again; but the reflection on the usefulness 
of punishment can bring us only to the offence of pun- 
ishing. The answer is in the fourth rule: Do not resist 
evil, do not judge. 

(8) The lawyer of the Pharisees apparently wants 
to lead Jesus to committing an offence, and so discusses 
the impossibility of forgiving all men and doing good to 
all nen, because all men are not of one nation, and there 
are enemies. To this Jesus replies with a parable, which 
explains the fifth rule about all men being the children 
of one Father. 

(9) The Pharisees gather with the Herodians, wishing 
to make him express himself concerning authority. He 
said, Give the tribute, in order not to cause them to give 
offence, but evidently he regards the tribute as unneces- 
sary. So let him say whether the tribute should be paid, 
or not. According to the fifth rule the children of God 
do not know the distinction of kings and kingdoms, and 
so tribute ought not to be paid, but if the question is 
whether thou shouldst give to Cesar, or to John, or 
to anybody else, give everything, but give thy soul 
to none but God the Father. | 

(10) The Sadducees philosophize and prove that the 
teaching about the eternal life is impossible, and to the 
offence, to the reflection, he replies that there is no future 
and no past life, but a life for which there is no past and 
no future. In all the offences the Pharisees are the chief 
offenders. The Herodians offended with the tribute at 
Capernaum; the Sadducees offended with their speech 
about the resurrection ; the Pharisees again offended with 
their discourse about divorce and about the judgment 
over the adulteress, and later, uniting with the Herodians, 
they offended with the question as to the payment of tribute 
to Cesar. But now, after the answer to the Sadducees, 
they united with them, and together put the chief question, 
in order to lead him into committing an offence. 
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THE CHIEF COMMANDMENTS 


35. Kal émrnpwrnoev 
eds €& atr@v voukds, 
Tmepdvwy avrdoyv, kal 
A€ywr, 

36. Avddoxae, rola év- 
TON} peyady év TP vd ; 

37. ‘O 6 Inoots elev 
avT®@, 

29. “Ore rpérn mra- 
coy Tay é€vyToNOv, 
““Axove, “Iopayd: Kv- 
plos 6 Oeds Hudy Kupuos 
els éoTt. 

30. Kal dyarjoes 
Kvdpwov tov Oedv cov é€ 
ddAns THs Kapdlas cov, 
Kal €& OdAns THs PuxAs 
cov, kal €& ddns Tis dia- 
volas gov, kal é& 8dns 
THs loxvos gov.’ airn 
TpwTn évTod7. 


Matt. xxii. 35. Then 
one of them, which was 
a lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, 
and saying, 


36. Master, which is 
the great commandment 
in the law? 


37. Jesus said unto 
him, 


Mark xii. 29. The first 
of all the command- 
ments is, Hear, O Israel; 
The Lorda our God is 
one Lord: 


30. And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all 
thy strength : this is the 
first commandment. 


35. And of them, a 
lawyer, tempting him, 
said, 


36. Teacher, which is 
the greatest command- 
ment in the law? 


37. 
him, 
29. The first thing is, 


the Lord our God is the 
only Lord. 


And Jesus said to 


30. And thou wilt love 
the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with 
all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength. This 
is the chief command- 
ment, 


(a) xUpios we are in the habit of translating without 
ascribing any especial meaning to this word, except that 


of politeness, whereas it has a definite meaning. 


The 


word means master, lord, in whose power you are, whose 
power you feel. Jesus understands by the word xvpios 
not God in heaven, but that lord whose power you always 
feel; that he thus understands it, and not otherwise, is 
clear from the following: 

Matt. xxii. 43. [las ov AaBié év mvebpare KUpLOV av- 
TOV Karel, Aéyor, Eirrev ) Kupuos TO Kupip HOU, 6s el 
ovv Aapis Karel avTov KUpLOV, TAS vlos avTov éoTL; 


In order to answer the question of the Sadducees and 
of the Pharisees, Jesus chooses passages from two books 
of the Pentateuch, from Deuteronomy and Leviticus, 
which are in no way connected by the books of Moses, 
and connects them in his own way, that is, expresses an 
entirely new teaching, which has nothing in common 
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with that of Moses, by merely making use of these words 
of the Pentateuch. 


3 i bol Matt. xxii. 31. Andthe 31. And the second is 
ap e deurtea ee second is like, namely like it: Thou wilt love 
CREGU Yarnges TOY this, Thou shalt love thy thy neighbour as him. 
wnolov cov ws geavTdov.’ neighbour as thyself.s 


(a) In the majority of texts, in Griesbach’s opinion, we 
ought to read éavtov and not ceavuTov. 


This variant, which seems strange, on account of our 
habit of reading this best known verse of the Gospel as, 
As thyself, becomes necessary the moment we stop to 
reflect upon it. First of all we must well understand 
the meaning of this passage. The Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, uniting, demanded of Jesus that he should 
express his teaching in one commandment, and that he 
should express it in the words of the law. To say, Love 
the Lord thy God, and, at that, with all thy heart, thy 
mind, etc., and then suddenly to say, Love thy neighbour 
as thyself, would be strange, if it did not say how one is 
to love oneself. In a conversation we may say, I love 
him as myself, but when we define a law, how to love and 
whoin to love, it 1s impossible to assume self-love as the 
foundation and measure of everything, simply because it 
is taken to be known. In the second place, if we read as 
thyself, the two commandments are not connected, — 
they are quite independent of each other, and we get two 
commandments, whereas they asked for one. In the 
third place, according to Griesbach’s texts, we have every- 
where the variant éavrev, while in Matthew it is given so 
as a correction. If in the Hebrew ceavrov and éautov 
have no corresponding distinction, that might also serve 
as a confirmation. In reading as thyself it turns out that 
Jesus says (and we must remember that he does not 
speak in the imperative, but in the future) that the whole 
meaning of his teaching consists in this, that (whether 
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thou wishest, or not) thou wilt love and obey one master, 
the spirit of God in thyself, and that thou wilt love the 
same spirit of God in thy neighbour, for he is also in 


every neighbour of thine. 


40. Ev ratvras rats 
dvaiv évtodats dos 6 
vouos Kal of mpopyrat 
KpéuavT ac. 

41. Zurnypévwv be 
Tov Papicalwy, éemnpw- 
Tnoev avrovs 6 Iyaois, 


42. Aéywr, Ti tyuiv 


Matt. xxii. 40. On 
these two command- 
ments hang all the law 
and the prophets. 


41. While the Phari- 
sees were gathered to- 
gether,« Jesus asked 
them, 

42. Saying, What think 
ye of Christ’? 


40. On these two com- 
mandments depend the 
whole law and _ the 
prophets. 


41. Then Jesus asked 
them, 


42, In your opinion, 
what is Christ? 


Ooxet wept ToU Xpicrov ; 


(a) I omit the words curnypévor o€ tav Papicalwr, 
which are obviously wrongly placed here. Jesus is an- 
swering both the Sadducees and the Pharisees. 

(6) Christ, in addition to its direct meaning of one 
anointed, has many definitions which may be found in 
Gospel dictionaries and church writings, but all of these 
definitions have the fault of obscurity and mistiness, 
whereas Jesus is speaking here of something definite. 


In John iv. 25, 26: The Samaritan woman said to 
Jesus, I know that Messiah will come, who is called 
Christ; when he comes, he will announce the good to 
us. And Jesus said, It is I, who am speaking with thee, 
that announce the whole good. 

On another occasion Jesus, having learned from his 
disciples that they recognize him as Christ, confirmed 
this: 

Matt. xvi. 15. Adyer adrois, “Tpeis 5¢ riva pe Aéyete 
elvat; arroxpibels 5¢ Siwov Ieérpos etre, Ud ef 6 Xpiotos, 
6 vies TOU Meod Tod CavTos. 

Mark viii. 29. "AzroxpiOels dé 6 Ilérpos Néyes adT@, Xd 
el 6 Xpiatos. 

Luke ix. 20. ’Asroxpibels dé 0 Tétpos elrre, Tov Xpe- 
oTov TOU Oeod, 
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These are the two places in the whole four gospels, 
where Jesus calls himself Christ. In all the other places 
it looks as though he cannot, not to say he will not, call 
himself Christ. He evidently calls himself Christ, but 
only in one definite meaning. 

In all the texts, wherever mention is made of Christ, 
we can see this struggle of Jesus with his hearers; they 
want to understand him as Christ in the sense of a man, 
the son of David, who is to come at a certain time, 
whereas he establishes another conception of Christ, 
which is in no relation to time. Only to the Samaritan 
woman, who said, Christ will announce the true good, 
and to Peter, who said, Christ is the son of the God of 
life, did he say, Yes, I am that Christ, who will announce 
the true good, and who is the son of the God of life. 

But in all the other cases he stubbornly denies being 
Christ, Messiah, the son of David. 

In John x. 24 he is told, Do not torment us, if thou 
art Christ, but tell us outright, and he does not answer, 
because, if he speaks outright, as they want him to, he 
will say precisely what he thinks. Even so he does not 
answer at the judgment. More than that: In Matt. xvi. 
20 he, after encouraging Peter for having recognized him 
as Christ in the sense of the son of the God of life, forbids 
his disciples from saying that he, Jesus, is Christ. He is 
Christ in this sense, that with his teaching of the filial 
relation he has announced the true good. But, as Jesus, 
he is not Christ and forbids his disciples to utter this 
blasphemy. Striking is the misconception about the 
teaching of Christ, which began in his lifetime, which 
brought him to the gallows, and which lasts until this 
day. The foundation of the teaching of Christ is the 
teaching of the filial relation of man to God, that which 
is said in the discourse with Nicodemus, 

The question of faith among the masses, among whom 
Jesus preaches, is always one and the same. and always 
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consists in this: We are unfortunate, we perish: who 
will save us, and when, and how? Christ, Messiah, the 
Saviour, all that is one and the same. Jesus says, 
The salvation of man is in himself, in his filial relation 
to God. And this idea he expresses from all sides, try- 
ing to separate it from the coarse conception of salvation 
and happiness in time. And now it is not possible to 
express the idea differently from the way in which he ex- 
pressed it, from all possible sides,— one and the same 
idea of the spirituality of the salvation. And in all the 
forms in which he expressed this idea, it has been turned’ 
topsyturvy and understood wrongly; either he is taken 
to be Messiah, Christ, God, and he is worshipped, or he is 
erucified for calling himself God. And yet he equally 
rejects those who deify him and those who crucify him. 

Matt. xxii. 42. Whose 


42. Tivos vids éort; 42. Whether he is a 


son 


Aéyouow atr@, Tod Aa- 
Blo. 

43. Adve: adrots, las 
otv AaBld év mvevuare 
KUplov avTov Kandel, dé- 
Yor, 

44, ‘Rirev 6 Kupwos 
T@ Kuply pov, Kddou éx 
deEtOv pov, Ews av OG 


is he? They say 
unto him, The son of 
David. 

43. He saith unto 
them, How then doth 
David in spirit call him 
Lord, saying, 


44, The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, till I make 


son of man? And théy 
replied to him, The son 
of David. 

43. And Jesus said to 
them, How, then, does 
David call him his lord 
in the spirit. 


44, The Lord has said 
to my Lord, Be on my 
right hand, till I con- 


thins enemies thy foot- 


quer thy enemies. 
stool ? 


Tovs éxOpovs gov wromdé- 
Otov TH Todwv cov’ ; 


This is the first verse of Psalm CX., and the following 
verse does not explain anything. We must assume that 
Jesus quoted these words as meaning that David called 
his Lord Christ the Saviour, and that so the lawyers 
understood it, but it is not the meaning of the verse that 
is important but the exact definition which the word 
Christ receives according to this passage,— a definition 
with which the lawyers and Jesus agree. The meaning 
of the word x«d¥psos is here the same as that of the 
word Christ, the Saviour. The main thing, which we 
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must not forget, is that this passage follows immediately 
after the exposition of the chief commandment, and that 
we get the interpretation of the same word «kvpios, which 
serves as the definition of the commandment. To love 
the Lord thy God with all thy strength, and thy neigh- 
bour as him, that is, as this lord. Here it says that this 
lord and saviour was the saviour of David. 


Matt. xvii. 45. If Da- 45. But if David calls 


45. Ei ofy AaBid xa- 
ec atrov Kvpiov, mas 
vids avrod éort; 

46. Kal ovdels éd0varo 
avT@ dmroKpiOjvar Nbyov: 


vid then call hime Lord, 
how is he his son? 


46. And no man _ was 
able to answer him a 
word, neither durst any 


him Lord, how can he 
be his son? 


46. And they did not 
dare ask him more. _ 


ovdée érédunoé Tis am’ 
éxelyns THs huépas ée- 
pwrnoa avrdv ovKért. 


man from that day forth 
ask him any more ques- 
tions.> 


(a) That is, the Saviour, Christ. 
(6) The last words, And did not dare to ask him any 
more, show clearly that this speech is a continuation of 


the speech in reply to the question, What is the chief 
commandment ? 


This is what the church has to say (p. 416): 


What think ye of Christ? ete.: How do you understand the 
prophecies concerning the Messiah, as to his origin, for such 
prophecies have been given you as a guide. He does not ask 
concerning himself, as the Jews expected he would, lest his 
teaching of his divinity appear inappropriate to them. 

Whose son is he? Of what race was he to come? 

Of David: In accordance with the promises about him, given 
to this forefather, and confirmed later. 

In spirit: From the Holy Ghost, consequently, 
controvertibly. 

The Lord said unto my Lord, etc.: The words are taken from 
Psalm CX., in which the might and eternal glory of Messiah are 
represented. Go, the Father (Jehovah) said to my Lord, his 
son in humanity (The Lord Jesus Christ). 

Sit thou on my right hand: To sit on the right hand of a king 
designates the favour of the king to him who is sitting, and the 
power of the latter, 


truly and in- 
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Till I make thine enemies a footstool: A picture which shows 
Messiah’s power over all his spiritual enemies, and at the same 
time over the world. 

If David then call him, etc.: How will you harmonize this, 
that David calls his son his Lord? The word Lord points to a 
higher dignity in the son of David than in David himself. If 
Messiah is to be only a descendant of David, like the rest; if he 
is to be simply a man, as you, the Jews, think; if he did not yet 
exist when David wrote of him, how could he call him his Lord ? 
And if he was the Lord of David, if he already existed at that 
time, how could he be his descendant? To this question the 
Pharisees could make no reply. The answer would have to be 
like this: According to his human origin, Messiah is a son or 
descendant of David, but according to his divinity, as the incar- 
nate Son of God, he is the Lord of David. But the Pharisees 
did not understand this double relation of Messiah to David, — 
they did not understand, or lost the understanding of the mystery 
of the person of Messiah, as a God-man. Thus a decisive blow 
was given to them, and they no longer dared attack him, for it 
says, From that day forth they durst not ask him any more 
questions. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. L., pp. 577 and 578): 


On se méprend généralement sur le sens de Ja question 
adressée ici par Jésus aux théologiens de son temps. On croit 
qu’il veut revendiquer pour lui-méme un titre et une dignité 
tout & fait supérieurs, qu’il veut, en un mot, leur faire une legon 
de théologie chrétienne. II n’est nullement question de tout 
cela. Il aun double but: d’abord, celui de couper court & leurs 
interpellations oiseuses et astucieuses 4 la fois, en leur posant 
& son tour une question qui les mettait dans l’embarras; ensuite, 
celui d’opposer aux notions vulgaires relatives au Messie attendu, 
des notions plus pures et plus spirituelles. Seulement cette der- 
niére intention n’est point formulée ici en termes propres; c’est 
le lecteur chrétien qui doit savoir la découvrir. 

Du reste, ce morceau est combiné de diverses maniéres dans 
nos trois textes avec ceux qui le précédent. Mais au fond il ne 
se rattache directement & aucun d’eux. Nous y voyons, comme 
dans la plupart des autres, un souvenir de la tradition, un ta- 
bleau qui a sa valeur en lui-méme et qui, pour étre bien compris, 
n’a pas besoin d’une fixation chronologique préalable. _ 

Le vulgaire et les gens d’école appelaient le Messie jils de 
David ; ce terme, & n’en pas douter, avait toujours eu, et avait 
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encore une signification essentiellement politique. C’est a ce 
titre que les prophétes l’avaient consacré; c’est en vue de cette 
notion que les contemporains le répétaient & Venvi. Le fils 
et successeur de David qu’on attendait, c’était le restaurateur 
politique de la nation, le triomphateur glorieux, le héros de la 
vengeance et de la nouvelle liberté. Nous n’avons pas besoin 
d’affrmer que Jésus n‘avait aucune prétention a le faire valoir 
dans ce sens-la, qui pourtant était le seul sens essentiel et impor- 
tant, soit pour le peuple, soit pour les interprétes lettrés de la loi 
et des prophetes. 

Or, dans un texte généralement expliqué dans le sens mes- 
sianique (Ps. ex. 1), l’auteur, suppose étre David lui-méme, 
appelle le Christ son Seigneur. Comment cela est-il possible, 
si ce Christ devait simplement étre le successeur, le continu- 
ateur, l’égal du grand roi? La question ainsi posée ne s’était 
jamais produite dans les écoles, et la dialectique des Pharisiens, 
ailleurs si bien exercée a traiter les problémes les plus subtils, se 
trouve prise au dépourvu: ils ne savent que répondre et Jésus 
les laisse la. 

Tl en résulte, pour nous, que la question ne doit pas se poser 
dans ces termes, ou plut6t que la saine intelligence des voies de 
Dieu dans la conduite de V’humanité nous révéle comme but 
de celle-ci autre chose que le triomphe d’une nationalité sur les 
autres, et comme guide vers le vrai but, non pas quelqu’un qui 
prendrait pour modéle un héros guerrier de l’antiquité, mais 
quelqu’un dont les qualités et les titres reléveront d’un ordre de 
choses et d’idées absolument différent. Si Jésus dédaigne ici 
de développer cette pensée, c’est qu’il avait maintes fois reconnu 
antérieurement que les gens de l’espece de ceux qu'il avait devant 
lui, restaient sourds & ses legons. 


For the interpreters this passage appears detached, and 
its whole meaning for them lies in the finesse of Jesus’ 
dialectics. But, besides being a key to the comprehension 
of what Jesus wanted men to understand by him, it is 
also an elucidation of the whole teaching in the compact- 
est form. 

After all the attempts, disputes, and refutals of the 
teaching of Jesus, the Pharisees and the Sadducees come 
together, and propound to him a question as to how he 
understands the law and the teaching. 
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And he says, There is but one commandment, that is, 


one law of the life of man. 


This law is such that it 


is not a command from without, but has always been and 
will always be, and cannot be otherwise. This lavy is that 
thou wilt love with all thy strength thy lord God, that is, 
the comprehension which is within thee, and thou wilt 
love thy neighbour, because he, too, is the comprehension. 
And there is no other saviour except this lord of life, and 
there was no other in the days of David and of Abraham. 
This lord of life is one in all men at all time. 


OF THE LEAVEN OF THE 


6. ‘O 6é Inaods etrev 
avrots, ‘Opare kal mpoo- 
éxeTe amd THs fvuns 
Tov Papicalwy kal Zad- 
dovxalwy. 

7. Ot 5é drehoylfovro 
év éavrots, Méyovres, Oru 
d&prous ovK éhdBopev. 

11. Il@s od voetre, bre 
ov mepl &prov elroy buiv 
mpocéxey ard THs CUuns 
t&v Papicalwy Kal Dad- 
Sovkalay ; 


12. Tére curfxar, dre 
ovK elre mpocéxev amd 
ris Couns TOO dprou, GAN’ 
ard THs didaxns Tov 
Papicalwy kal Zaddov- 
kalwy. 

1. “Hptaro dédyew 
mpos Tos pabyTas av- 
Tov, Ilp&rov mpocéxere 
éavrots dard THS Guns 
Tov Papicalwy, Aris 
éorly wroxpiocs. 

2. Ovdev 5é cvyKexa- 
Auppévoy early, & ovK 
dmoxahupOjoerary kal 
kpurrov, & od yrwodn- 
GeTQL. 


Mati. xvi. 6. Then 
Jesus said unto them, 
Take heed and beware 
of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees. 


7. And they reasoned 
among themselves, say- 
ing, It is because we 
have taken no bread. 

11. How is it that ye 
do not understand that 
I spake it not to you 
concerning bread, that 
ye should beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees? 


12. Then understood 
they how that he bade 
them not beware of the 
leaven of bread, but of 
the doctrine of the Phar- 
isees and of the Saddu- 
cees, 


Inuke xii. 1, He began 
to say unto his disciples 
first of all, Beware ye of 
the leaven of the Phari- 
sees, which is hypocrisy. 


2. For there is nothing 
covered, that shall not 
be revealed; neither hid, 
that shall not be known, 


PHARISEES, THE SADDUCEES, 
AND THE HERODIANS 


6. And Jesus said, Take 
heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducées 
and of the Herodians. 


7. The disciples 
thought that he was 
speaking of bread. 


11. Then he said to 
them, Why do you not 
understand that I am 
not speaking concerning 
bread; Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, 
of the Sadducees, and of 
the Herodians. 

12. Then they under- 
stood that he was not 
speene to them that 
they should beware of 
bread, but that he was 
speaking of the teach- 
ing. 


1, But most of all be- 
ware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, for it is 
hypocrisy. 


2. For there is nothing 
covered, that will not be 
revealed; nor hid, that 
will not be known, 
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Having explained his teaching, Jesus warns them 
against. the leaven. The word leaven the disciples 
understand in the sense of the teaching, but Jesus 
would have used the word teaching, if that was what 
he meant. Besides, he could not speak of a Herodian 
teaching, for there was no royal Herodian teaching. 
What he is talking about he calls a leaven, that is, what, 
as we should say nowadays, unites with the body and 
completely modifies it. The leaven placed by the woman 
in the trough, which changes the flour, was used as a 
comparison, in order to express what takes place before 
the face of God and before the whole world of men 
from the fact that the comprehension of the good is 
introduced into the world. Jesus uses the same com- 
parison in order to express the principle which, uniting 
with men, produces evil. The same kind of a leaven, — 
the leaven of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Hero- 
dians, — completely changes a man, transposes for him 
what is good and what is bad, and makes the good appear 
bad, and the bad good. And Jesus says that it is neces- 
sary to beware of such leaven. Jesus mentions three 
such leavens, principles of evil, and directs his especial 
attention to the leaven of the Pharisees. In defining it, 
he says that it is hypocrisy, histrionism. 

The leaven of the Sadducees is the leaven of reflection. 

The Sadducees, from what science says of them, are 
men who recognized nothing but the written law. They 
recognized nothing but the life of the earth. Everything 
else they doubted. They led a life of luxury and of 
debauch. 

According to the Gospel they are those who ask for 
tokens, in order that they may believe; they are those 
who ask with a smile, Whose will the wife of seven 
brothers be, in order that they may receive no answer; 
they are those who ask for a precise definition of what 
is a neighbour; those who do not conceal their ignorance, 
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And so we must by the leaven of the Sadducees under- 
stand the scientific materialism. 

The leaven of the Herodians is the leaven of power. 
The Herodians are those who assume that the violence 
of power is necessary for the good of men; those who, 
considering John to be a saint, imprisoned and _ later 
killed him, in order to please a dancing woman; they 
are those who collect taxes, who judge, punish, and wage 
war; they are those who were glad to see Jesus, but none 
the less crucified him. 

By the leaven of the Herodians we must understand 
the teaching of civil government, jurisprudence. 

The leaven of the Pharisees is the leaven of clericalism. 
The Pharisees, according to the Gospel, are those who 
rebuke people for the non-observance of the Sabbath ; 
those who brought the adulteress to punish her; those 
who were always with the Herodians; those who insist 
that it is lawful to change wives, and who bribe Judas 
to betray Christ ; those who pray in a loud voice, thank- 
ing God for being better than anybody else, and those 
who crucify Christ. 

It is to these that Jesus addresses himself mainly, only 
once in his life growing angry as he speaks to them. 
Above all beware of this leaven! 


a hovT’ . Luke wv. 45. Then in 45, And when all the 

98 ee LP bees! the audience of all the people understood him, 

Tos TOV AaOV, ETE TOS Heonle, he said unto his he said to his disciples, 
pabnrats avrov, disciples, 

46. IIpooéxere aro 46. Beware of the 46. Beware of the 


TOv ypapparéwy. scribes. Pharisees. 


To the last offence of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, 
who provoked Jesus to explain his principles, he replied, 
but, as before, they did not understand him. He sees 
that even now his simple, clear teaching of what every- 
body knows in himself will not be understood, not because 
people do not know it (people do know it), but because 
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the eyes of men are blinded by the false teaching. And 
he speaks against the chief source of all the errors of 
men, — against the false teaching. 


2. Emi ris Mwoéws 
kabédpas ¢xd@icay ot 
ypaupare’s kal of Pa- 
pioaiou: 

3. Ildvra oby boa dv 
elmwaow vty TnpEelv, TH- 
petre kal motre: Kara 
6é Ta épya a’rav ph 
moweire. Néyoug. yap Kal 
ov mro.ovct. 

4. Aeocpetouor. yap 
gopria Bapéa kat duo- 
Baoraxta, Kal émiribéa- 
ow éml Tovs uous Tar 
avOpbmruv: re dé da- 


‘their works: 


Matt, xxiii, 2. The 
scribes and the Phari- 
sees sit in Moses’ seat: 


8. All therefore what- 


‘soever they bid you ob- 


serve,¢ that observe and 
do; but dod not ye after 
for they 
say, and do not, 


4. For they bind heavy 
burdens and grieyous to 
be borne, and lay them 
on men’s shoulders; but 
they themselves will not 
move them with one of 
their fingers. 


2. The learned men 
and the Pharisees have 
taken up the place of 
Moses, the prophet of 
God. 


38. So that whatever 
they tell you, Observe 
and do, you, following 
their example, do not 
do, because they speak, 
and do not do. 


4. For they bind heavy 
burdens and hard to 
bear, and Jay them on 
men’s shoulders; but 
they themselves will not 
move them with one of 
their fingers. 


KTVAW avTaY ov Bédovar 
Kihoae aura. 


(a) Many texts have not tnpette; I put here a comma. 

(b) I translate it by do in the indicative. With the 
customary translation the meaning is not only obscure, 
but even contradictory. It says, Do not according to 
their works, because they speak, and do not do. What 
works are there, if they do not do them? In my opinion, 
it means, Beware of the Pharisees, because they do not 
guide: they only say, Do this. But, as they themselves 
do not do it, follow their example, and do nothing. 


The burdens of the law are hard, and no one observes 
them. The burden of Jesus is light. The discourse is 
still the same, as to why nobody observes the law and 
does works; it is so, because, (1) they speak and do not 
do, and so set no example; (2) because what they order 
you to do is too hard, and this difficulty is of no impor- 
tance to them, since they do not help you to lift the 
burden. 
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5. dura dé ra epya 
avT@Gy mowio. mpds Td 
Ocabjvar Tots dvOpwro.s, 
mrativoua. 6¢ TA Puda- 
KTHpia avT@y, kal meya- 
NUvoust Tad Kpdoweda 
TOv luariwy abrav: 

6. Biodet re Thy 
Tpwroknolav év Tois 
delmvos, Kal Tas Tpwro- 
Kkadedplas év rats cuva- 
ywyats. 

7. Kat rods doma- 
guavs éy Tals dyopais, 
kal kaNelo Ba bd T Ov av- 
Opwrwy. ‘PaB8i, paBBl. 

8. ‘Lusts dé wh KAn- 
Ojre, ‘PaB3l- efs yap 
éoriv Udy 6 KaInyyThs, 
6 Xpwrrds: mdvres dé 
Users AdeApol eoTe. 

). Kat marépa pn 
kahéonre Uudy émrl Tis 
vis: els yap éaTw 6 
marnp vay, 0 év Tots 
ovpavots. 

10. Mynéé. KkrAnOAre 
Kkadnynral: els yap 
Uudy éorev 6 KaOnY NT HS, 
6 Xpiorés. 

13. Oval 6¢ duty, ypap- 
parets Kal Papirator, 
brokpital, dre Kelere 
Thy Baoirelay Tov ov- 
pavOy umpoobev trav 
dvOpmmruwy: tuels yap ovK 
elcépxesbe, ode Tovs 
eloepxouévous adlere 
eloeOetv. 

52. Oval vuty rots 
vourxots, 8T. pare Thv 
Krelda TAS yuaioews: av- 
Tol otk elondOeTe, Kal 
Tovs elaepxoudvous éxw- 
Meare, 

15. Oval butr, ypap- 
wareis Kal Papicator, 
Uroxpiral, Ore mepia-yere 
Thy Oddacoav Kal Thy 


Matt. xviii, 5. But all 
their-works they do for 
to be seen of men; they 
make broad their phy- 


lacteries, and enlarge 
the borders of their 
garments, 


6. And love the upper- 
most rooms at feasts, 
and the chief seats in 
the synagogues, 


7. And greetings in 
the markets, and to be 
called of men, Rabbi, 
Rabbi. 


8. But be not ye called 
Rabbi: for one is your 
Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren. 


9. And call no man 
your father upon the 
earth: for one is your 
Father, which is in 
heaven. 


10. Neither be ye called 
masters: for one is your 
Master, even Christ. 


13. But woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye shut 
up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for 
ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye 
them that are entering 
to go in. 


Luke xi. 52. Woe un- 
to you, lawyers! for ye 
have taken away the key 
of knowledge; ye en- 
tered not in yourselves, 
and them that were en- 
tering in ye hindered, 


Matt. xxiii. 15, Woe 
unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! 


for ye compass sea and 
land to make one pros- 
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5. Only that they may 
be seen of men do they 
hang their rosaries over 
their hands, and let out 
the borders of their cas- 
socks and mantles. 


6. And they love to 
take the first place at 
dinners, and the chief 
seats in the churches. 


7. And like to have 
their hands kissed in the 
presence of people, and 
to be called, Master, and, 
Teacher. 


8. But do not call your- 
selves teachers, for you 
have the one teacher, 
Christ; and ail you are 
brothers. 


9. And do not call any 
man father upon earth, 
for one is your Father, 
who is in heaven. 


10. And be not called 
masters, for one is your 
pastor, Christ. 


13. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! for you shut up 
the kingdom of God 
against men; for neither 
do you yourselves go in, 
nor do you let others 
enter. 


52. Woe to you, law- 
yers! for you_ have 
taken away the key of 
the comprehension: you 
have not entered your- 
selves, and you do not 
let others enter. 


15, Wretched you are, 
learned men and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for you 
travel over the earth and 
the seas, to make men 
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Enpav, rovjoa va mpo- 
ohdutov, Kal bray ‘yé- 
yyntat, mouetre avrov vidv 
yeévns Sum brepov Luar. 


16. Oval bputv, ddnyot 
tuprol, of Aéyorres, “Os 
ay duboy év TO vay, ov- 
dév éotiv: bs 8 ay oudon 
év T@ xXpvt@ Tod vaod, 
opelret. 

17. Mwpol cat rupdol: 
rls yap peltwy éoriv, Oo 
xpuobs, I 6 vads 6 ayid- 
wy Tov xpuadr ; 

18. Kal, “Os éay 
dudon ev TO Ovotacrn- 
plw, ovdév éariww: bs 3 
dy dubsyn ev TH Sdpw 
Te érdvw avrov, ddel- 
dew. 

19. Mwpol kal rupdol- 
Tl yap metfov, Td S&por, 
4 7d Ovoworypiov Td 
ayidtov 7d 5@pov ; 

20. ‘O ofy dudcas év 
T@ Ovovactnply duvvber 
év abt@ Kal év mace Tots 
érdve avTov: 

21. Kal o dubcas év 
TE va duver év abr@ 
kal év +T@ KaTo.Kodvre 
avrov: 

22. Kal 6 dudcas év 
T@ otpave duvver év TH 
Opbvy rod Oeot Kal év 
T@ KaOnuévp érdvw av- 
Tov. 


elyte;> and when he is 
made, ye make him two- 
fold more the child of 
hell than yourselves. 


16. Woe unto you, ye 
blind guides, which say, 
Whosoever shall swear 
by the temple, it is noth- 
ing; but whosoever shall 
swear by the gold of the 
temple, he is a debtor! 


_ 17. Ye fools and blind: 
for whether is greater, 
the gold, or the temple 
that sanctifieth the 
gold? 


18. And, Whosoever 
shall swear by the altar, 
it is nothing; but who- 
soever sweareth by the 
gift that is upon it, he 
is guilty. 


19. Ye fools and blind: 
for whether is greater, 
the gift, or the altar that 
sanctifieth the gift? 


20. Whoso therefore 
shall swear by the altar, 
sweareth by it, and by 
all things thereon. 


21. And whoso shall 
swear by the temple, 
sweareth by it, and by 
him that dwelleth 
therein. 


22. And he that shall 
swear by heaven, swear- 
eth by the throne of 
God, and by him that 
sitteth thereon. 
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swear to keep your law 
and obey your authori- 
ties; and when they 
swear, they become chile 
dren of the abyss, and 
twice as bad as you 
are. 

16. Wretched you are, 
blind guides! You say, 
Who swears by the tem- 
ple, it is nothing; but 
whoever swears by the 
gold in the temple must 
fulfil. 


17. Foolish and blind 
men! What is greater, 
the gold, or the temple 
which  sanctifies the 
gold? 


18. And whoever will 
swear by the altar, it is 
nothing: but whoever 
swears by the gift on 
the altar must fulfil. 


19. Foolish and blind 
men! What is greater, 
the altar or the gift? 


20. He who swears by 
the altar, swears also by 
what is upon it. 


21. And whoever 
swears by the temple, 
swears by it and by what 
lives in it. 


22. And he who swears 
by heaven, swears by 
the throne of God, and 
by what is over it. 


(a) Verses 11 and 12 are omitted here, as being out of 


place. 


They are put in their proper place. 


The same 


is true of Matt. xxii. 14: Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you devour widows’ houses, 
and for a pretence make long prayer; therefore ye shall 


receive the greater damnation. 


This verse is out of place 


and adds nothing to what has been said. 
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(6) mpoondAvTos was the name given a man who swore 
that he would fulfil the Jewish law. Among the prom- 
ises which the proselytes made was an oath that they 
would obey the authorities. 


Having said that the learned men and the Pharisees 
hinder men from being in the kingdom of God, Jesus 
shows how they shut the door of the kingdom of God, — 
by external forms of faith, by oaths. He says, Why do 
you travel over the earth and the seas, trying to gain be- 
lievers in your faith by oaths? In the first place, a man 
who in advance promises obedience is worse than he was; 
in the second place, a man cannot swear by anything. 
He says, To say that an oath may be obligatory for a 
man, is the same as saying that the contents can be 
greater than that which contains; that the gold in the 
temple is greater than the temple; that the sacrifice 
which is placed on the altar is greater than the altar ; 
that. heaven is greater than God. Every oath, every 
promise is made by a living man, by life, and life is that 
which is higher than everything, which contains every- 
thing ; how, then, can a man promise a manifestation of 
life for life ? 5 


23. Oval butv, ypap- 
matets Kal Papiocator, 
tmoxpital Ore amodeka- 
Toure Td Hdvocpmov Kal 
70 dvnOov kal TO KUpuvor, 
kal apyxate Ta Bapv- 
_ TEepa TOU vduov, THY Kpl- 
ow Kal Tov €deov kal Thy 
mioriv: Tatra €de rorn- 
oat, Kaxelva iy aprévat. 

24. ‘Odnyol ruddol, 
of dwAlEovres Tov KwYW- 
mwa, THhv dé Kaundov ka- 
tTamlvovres* 

25. Oval butv, ypau- 
pwarets Kal Papicatos, 
broxorrat, 671 Kabaplfere 


Matt. xxiii. 23. Woe 
unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! 
for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cum- 
min, and have omitted 
the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these 
ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the 
other undone.¢ 


24. Ye blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat, 
and swallow a camel. 


25. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye make 
clean the outside of the 


23. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! You pay tithe 
of mint, anise, and cum- 
min, and do not fulfil 
what is difficult in the 
law, justice, mercy, 
faith in God; it is this 
that you ought to have 
done. 


24. Blind guides, you 
strain a gnat and swal- 
low a camel, 


25. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! for you make 
clean the glasses and 
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70 wher tod mornplov 
kal THs mapowldos, éow- 
Gev 6 yéuovow é& apmra- 
“yas Kal axpaclas. 


26. Papirate rtupde, 
Kabdpitov mparov Td 


évrds Tov mornplov Kal 
Ths mapowldos, tva yévn- 
Tat Kal TO €xTds avToy 


Kabapdov. 
27. Oval buty, ypap- 
parets Kal Papicaios, 


Uroxpitat, 871 mapouod- 
fere Taos Kexoviapmé- 
vows, olives tEwOev wev 
palvovTat wpator, owbev 
dé yéuovow doTéwy ve- 
Kp@v kal maons axadap- 
clas. 

28. Otrw Kal dpels 
ZEwOev uev palvecbe Tots 
dvOpwmors Sixaror, €owbev 
dé pectol éore vroxpl- 
cews kal dvoulas. 

29. Oval duty, ypap- 
pares Kal Papicaior, 
Uroxpital, 8rt olxodo- 
petre rovs tagovs THY 
mpopynT@yv, Kal Koopetre 
TH pyynmeta TOY Sikalwy, 

80. Kal déyere, Ei 
huey év Tats nuépars TOv 
Tmatépwv hnuwv, ovK av 
juev Kowwwvol avradv év 
T@® aluarec TOY mpodn- 
TOV. 

31. “Qore paprupetre 
éavrots, 8ru viol éore 
Tav povevsdvTwy Tovs 


Tpopryras: 


cup and of the platter, 
but within they are full 
of extortion and excess. 


26. Thou blind Phari- 
see, cleanse first that 
which is within the cup 
and platter, that the out- 
side of them may be 
clean also. 


27. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye are 
like unto whited sepul- 
chres, which indeed ap- 
pear beautiful outward, 
but are within full of 
dead men’s bones, and 
of all uncleanness. 


28. Even so ye also 
outwardly appear right- 
eous unto men, but with- 
in ye are full of hypoc- 
risy and iniquity. 


29. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! because be 
build the tombs of the 
prophets, and yzarnish 
the :sepulchres of the 
righteous, 


30. And say, If we had 
been in the days of our 
fathers, we would not 
have been partakers 
with them in the blood 
of the prophets. 


31. Wherefore ye be 
witnesses unto your- 
selves, that ye are the 
children of them which 
killed the prophets. 
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vessels from the outside, 
and within you swarm 
with pillage and injus- 
tice. 


26. Blind Pharisee! 
Cleanse first the inside 
of the vessel, and the 
outside will be clean. 


27. Woe to you, 
learned men and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for 


you are like whited sep- 
ulchres. The sepulchres 
look beautiful outward- 
ly, and within are full of 
bones and of all unclean- 
ness. 


28. Even thus you out- 
bibades appear right- 
eous, but within are full 
of hypocrisy and in- 
iquity. 


29. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! for you build 
the churches for the 
prophets and paint the 
coffins of the mariyrs, 


30. And say, If we had 
been in the days of 
our fathers, we would 
not have been partakers 
in the blood of the 
prophets, 


31. Therefore you wit- 
ness of yourselves that 
you are the sons of those 
who killed the prophets. 


(a) The last words must be an addition; they com- 
pletely destroy the force of the speech. Jesus says, You 
regularly pay the tithe on condiments, on what is a 
matter of luxury, what cannot be used much, what in 
itself is not necessary, like mint, anise, cummin; but 
what is difficult to fulfil, that you do not do, and yet that 
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alone you ought todo. And suddenly we get the remark 
that they ought not to leave the other undone. 


You say, If we lived in those days when our fathers 
lived, and were teachers of the law, as were our fathers, we 
should not have killed them. But your fathers killed the 


prophets only because they were teachers. 


Consequently 


you accuse yourselves: they took it upon themselves to 
teach, and they killed the prophets. 


yourselves to be teachers, and you will kill them. 


you that one must not be a teacher. 


32. Kal vuels rrnpw- 
oare TO LéTPOY TOV Ta- 
Tépwv udp. 

33. "Odes, yevyquara 


éxudvav, mas pvynte 
ard THs Kploews THs 
yeevyns ; 


34. Aca robro, idov, 
éy@ dmocré\\w mpos 
vuds mpopdyras kal 
gopols kal ypaumarels: 
kal é avr @v droxreveire 
Kal oTavpwoere, Kal €& 
aitGy pactivywoere ev 
Tals cuvaywyals vuor, 
Kal dudtere dd mbdews 
els wé\Ly" 

35. “Omrws On éf’ 
tuds may atua dlxawov 
éxxuvouevov érl THs 77s, 
dd Tov aiuaros “ABed 
Tod Oixalov, Ews Tov 
aiuaros Zayapliov viod 
Bapaxtov, dv épovevoare 
perakd Tod vaobv Kal Tov 
Ovovacr nplov. 

39. Aéyw yap vyir, 
Od uh pe USnre aw prt, 
ws av elrnre, Evdoyn- 
wévos 6 épxduevos év dvd- 
pare Kuplov: 

28. ’Auiy Néyw duly, 
brimdvra apeOnoerat TH 


Matt. vxeitt. 32. Fill 
ye up then the measure 
of your fathers. 


33. Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell? 


34. Wherefore, behold, 
I send unto you proph- 
ets, and wise men, and 
scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and 
crucify; and some of 
them shall ye scourge 
in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from 
city to city: 


35. That upon you may 
come all the righteous 
blood shed upon the 
earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel unto 
the blood of Zacharias 
son of Barachias, whom 
ye slew between the 
temple and the altar.> 


39. For I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 


Mark wii. 28. Verily I 
say unto you, All sins 
shall be forgiven unto 


You took it upon 
I told 


32. And you observe 
the faith of your fathers. 


33. O you serpents, 
generation of vipers, 
where will you escape 
from the destruction of 
Gehenna. 


34, Because, behold, I 
sent to you prophets, 
wise and learned men, 
you will kill and crucify 
them, and flog them in 
your assemblies, and 
drive them from city to 
city. 


35. So that upon you 
comes all the righteous 
blood shed upon earth 
from righteous Abel 
to Zechariah, who was 
killed in the temple. 


39. For I tell you, you 
will not understand my 
teaching, till you say, 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of God. 


28. For you know your- 
selves that all mistakes 
may be forgiven to peo- 


204 


dpapthuata Tots viols 
Tay avOpHmrwyv, Kal BAa- 
opnpla doas dv Bracpy- 
pjowow: 

29. “Os 5’ av Bracpy- 
phon els TO IIvetpa 7d 
“Aywov, odk exer dpe 
els TOv alGva, GNN Evo- 


the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith 
soever they shall blas- 
pheme: 


29. But he that shall 
blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost hath never 
forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal dam- 
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ple, and all blasphemies, 
whatever they be; 


29. But if one blas- 
phemes against the 
spirit of God, he will 
not be forgiven in this 
life: he is subject to the 


nation.¢ destruction of life. 


xos éotwv alwviov xpl- 
oews* 


(a) That is, I have taught the truth to men, and 
you will kill all these men, — the prophets. 

(b) The words of this verse must be understood not as 
a rhetorical phrase, but as a definite statement. All the 
blood, all the murders from the beginning of the world to 
the present, capital punishments, wars, all that is the 
work of those who conceal God from men, and put an 
idol in the place of God. The next three verses, 36-38, 
do not break the meaning of the whole discourse, but are 
not quite clear and add nothing to the exposition, and so 
I omit them. 

(c) This verse expresses the same as the whole accusa- 
tion of the Pharisees. 


A man may sin, err, and scoff at all in the world, and 
yet carry within him the spirit of God. 

But when he scoffs at this spirit, at that which is his 
life in him, he has taken his life from him. Terrible are 
all the offences. Terrible are the personal offences, — 
lusts, selfishness, vainglory; terrible are the general 
offences, — the offences of the earthly reflections of the 
Sadducees, which produce indifference to the real life, the 
cleaving of men to that only which is of earth, and pride 
of mind; terrible are the offences which exalt what is an 
abomination before God; terrible are the offences of 
power, which produce courts, punishments, pillage, wars, 
murders ; but more terrible than all these offences are the 
offences which result from the leaven of the Pharisees, — 
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hypocrisy, the substitution of untruth for divine truth, 
the contempt for God in the soul, the use of his name in 
order to confuse men and obtain one’s ends. Jesus knew 
in advance that, no matter how inimical his teaching was 
to the Herodians and the Sadducees, they were not stand- 
ing in the way of this teaching, for from them one could 
free oneself, but the Pharisees bar, have barred, and will 
always bar the way to his teaching. 

Thousands and thousands before me, and now I, have 
tried to approach God, and we have met on our way 
Sadducees and Herodians; but we feel that they err, 
even as we have erred, that we can together seek the 
truth, and that they may understand it; but in the very 
middle of the road stand the Pharisees and bar our way, 
and with them we cannot come to any agreement. Their 
life is a lie and a confirmation of their lie. Their whole 
life is a lie, and so they cannot depart from it. In as 
much as we are near to God, in so much we are their 
enemies. I penetrate the meaning of the teaching, rejoice 
at the discovery of truths, seek aid, indications, exchange 
of ideas, and I know in advance that, outside of their 
hatred of me for my love of truth and of God, I have 
nothing to expect from them. And the nearer I shall be 
to Jesus, the greater shall I be hated by them. 

The arraignment of the Pharisees is in itself a negative 
passage: it does not give the direct teaching, but in it we 
find a warning against accepting the lie as a revelation. 
And this warning is apparently important, for Jesus 
several times returns to it, expressing it each time with 
great force and clearness. There is a clear and precise 
determination of what is the source of the deception; the 
seal is impressed, by which the deceivers can be easily 
told. He is speaking of the same blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit, which alone will not be forgiven, as he says. 
Every sin may be forgiven, but the blasphemy of the 
spirit, the deception of the teachers, who give out the lie 
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as the only truth, destroys the very sign of good and 
of evil and deals out the works of the devil in the place 
of the works of God. They are those of whom it is said, 
Woe unto those who offend. What is more remarkable 
still in this arraignment is this, that what was written 
against the Pharisees eighteen hundred years ago might 
have been written in any of the subsequent eighteen 
hundred years, and to us, in this year 1879, sounds as 
though it were written directly against our bishops, 
metropolitans, and popes in yesterday’s gazette, which 
in some way managed to escape the censor. 

As I read the Gospel according to our church editions, 
I always imagine that this passage will be omitted or 
changed, but the ability of men to err is extraordinary. 
One reads and wonders how the pastors of the church 
could read this passage, not only without shame, but 
simply how they could read it, believe in the Gospel, and 
remain what they are. 

But they represent to themselves some other kind 
of cheats, and do not refer to themselves what, from the 
most essential to the most trifling point, expresses that 
same offence in which they live, and which they preach. 
What are the Pharisees? The churchmen have affirmed 
and still affirm that they were a sect. A sect, according 
to the meaning of the word, is a schism, a teaching 
which departs from the fundamental doctrine. From 
what fundamental doctrine did the teaching of the 
Pharisees depart? There is no answer to this question. 
Where and how was the fundamental doctrine expressed, 
of which the teaching of the Pharisees is a sect? No 
matter where and how persistently. we may look for 
answers to this question, we do not find them anywhere. 
Jesus, according to the synoptics, struggled only with the 
Pharisees whenever he opposed his teaching to the law. 
At the end of his life it says that the high priest and the 
Pharisees attacked him indiscriminately. In the Gospel 
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of John it says that Jesus struggled against the Jews, 
and by the Jews the Pharisees and high priests are 
meant. 

Paul says of himself (Acts xxii. 3-5) that he was 
taught the truest observance of the law of the forefathers, 
and was zealous toward God, and persecuted Christ, 
oppressing Christians and putting them in prison, as the 
high priest and the elders may witness. And in Acts 
xxvi. 5 he says that he lived a Pharisee and served God 
in the truest and strictest manner. Of Nicodemus it ‘is 
said that he was a ruler of the Pharisees, and then Jesus 
says, How then dost thou teach Israel? Where, then, 
was the real teaching, of which that of the Pharisees was 
asect? Paul speaks of belonging to the real teaching, 
when he no longer observes it; he does not say that he 
belonged to a sect. Nicodemus the Pharisee was a 
teacher of Israel. 

I can understand how for Josephus Flavius Pharisaism 
represented itself as a sect, just as for a historian of the 
present religious condition of Russia the present Ortho- 
doxy must present itself as a sect, the Milkers as another 
sect, just as the Sadducees, who did not believe in the 
doctrine of the Pharisees, appeared as a sect to Josephus 
Flavius. But those who, like our churchmen, assert that 
Jesus did not change the law of Moses, and that they 
believe in the law of Moses, can by no means call the 
Pharisees a sect, since only this teaching of Moses is 
known to us, and has reached us. In order to call Phar- 
isaism a sect it is necessary to show when and by whom 
the true teaching of Moses’ law was kept; but such teach- 
ers have not existed, and from all the books of the New 
Testament it is apparent that these same teachers were 
the Pharisees, and no others have existed, or could exist. 

What a remarkably strange story of this base and 
obvious deception and error! Jesus expounds his divine 
teaching, and a quasi-divine teaching exists among the 
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very people to whom he preaches, and it does not exist 
since yesterday as a hazy, obscure teaching, which gives 
room for interpretations, but as a complicated, minutely 
detailed, coarse, cruel, godless teaching of the books of 
Moses, such as we know it. There is there about murder, 
about the swine, about circumcision, —a series of mon- 
strous precepts; but all that is expounded so fully that 
there is no place for any new teaching. Everything is 
defined and prescribed, and each monstrous injunction 
is followed by, God himself said so. 

Not only Jesus, with his divine teaching of humility, 
forgiveness, love, but even Simon, the magician, and the 
chairman of the Court of Trullo, with his conceptions of 
justice, could do nothing better than first reject all the 
monstrous and definitive rules of the books of Moses, if 
they wanted to impart their ideas of morality to the 
Mosaic people. And with the very first steps which 
Jesus takes, he comes into the temple, makes void all the 
sacrifices, rejects all the teaching of Moses, and utters his 
divine truths. It is evident that to unite the teaching of 
Christ with that of Moses would be the same as uniting 
fire and water, this highest expression of the fullest 
impossibility. 

Jesus teaches and lives contrary to all the traditions of 
Moses ; he is crucified for it, and suddenly it turns out 
that he did nc* break the law of Moses, but that he con- 
tinued it. It seems as though nothing more senseless 
could be invented, and yet this was done. And when one 
grasps the meaning of all this, one sees that it is not 
senseless: it is not logical, but it is wise and answers its 
purposes. Christ was crucified for the teaching, thinking 
that the teaching would be destroyed; but the teaching 
lived, and it was necessary to conceal it. How this was 
done by the Pharisee Paul, who changed the name of his 
God, but retained the leaven of the Pharisees, I shall tell 
later, But now I wish to tell why there inevitably ap- 
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peared this stupid, obvious deception, which has lasted 
these eighteen hundred years, that the Pharisees were a 
sect, and not the representatives of the law of Moses, and 
that it was not the law of Moses in its best representa- 
tives that crucified Christ, but some fantastic sect of the 
Pharisees. 

The teachers, those who with us are called the teachers 
of the church, pastors, and who were called teachers of 
the law by the Jews, crucified Christ, even because they 
were teachers. In Christ’s teachings, these teachers are 
arraigned on nearly every page and in passages especially 
devoted to them. 

Christ’s teaching preaches the immediate communion 
of man with God, rejects all teacherships, and affirms that 
the teachership is the source of every evil in the world. 
And here the first Pharisee, Paul, who does not under- 
stand the teaching, picks up words and hurries as quickly 
as possible to teach a certain external faith in Christ's 
having risen from the dead and in his redeeming the 
world. He teaches himself, establishes a teachership, 
which crucified him, and in his name carries the evil 
through the world. 

When Paul teaches, the Gospel does not yet exist, and 
Christ’s teaching is almost unknown ; but Paul exchanges 
one superstition for another and preaches it to the world. 
And many accept it, some exchanging for it Judaism, and 
others Hellenism. But there appear the gospels of Mat- 
thew and of Luke, and in them the whole side of Christ’s 
teaching is explained ; it is bent to fit Paul’s superstition, 
Judaism is mixed with it, and the faith in Christ is repre- 
sented as a belief in a new additional God, Messiah. 

In this tangle everything is lost sight of, and the 
ethical side of the Gospel is gone. The whole meaning 
is centred on finesses of explaining the law, on welding it 
with the teaching, on dreams, but there is one contradic- 
tion which is startling. The teachers of the law of Moses 
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hanged Christ. With them alone he struggled, them 
alone he arraigned. How, then, can it be explained that 
his teaching is the continuation of the law of Moses and 
its confirmation ? If he had continued the law of Moses, 
he would not have had any one to struggle against; he 
would have arraigned no one, and no one would have 
crucified him. And here there presents itself a very 
stupid way out, but it is the only one: the teachers with 
whom he struggled and who crucified him were a sect, — 
what sect? a sect of what? how did it differ from that 
which was not a sect? of this we know nothing and 
nothing can be said. 

But there is nothing hidden which cannot be made 
manifest, and for me, as for a child that does not know 
all the philosophizing, according to which everything has 
to be believed topsyturvy, it suddenly becomes clear that 
it is a coarse, stupid deception, and I say so, and the 
cataracts fall off the eyes of all. ) 

The word Fharisee may have two meanings, that of 
interpreter and of separate. What, then, do these words 
mean, if not teacher and pastor? If that were a sect, it 
would bear an appropriate name; but this name corres- 
ponds to our orthodox. All that the words of Paul, in 
Acts xxii. 8-5, mean is this, I was an orthodox Jew. 

Now, what is this so-called sect ? Here is its definition 
according to all the church sources: They considered them- 
selves to be the true and only interpreters of the law of 
God. As the foundation of the truth of their interpreta- 
tion they take the tradition which has reached them from 
Jesus Christ. They form a distinct institution, governed 
by the sanhedrim, by bishops, and pastors. They differ 
from those who are not teachers in their apparel and 
external appearance of godliness. 

Thus the church defines the Pharisees and itself. For 
a man outside the church it is evident that the definition 
of the Pharisees as men who have established many 
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superfluous ceremonies, as hypocrites and rascals who 
caused Christ’s ruin, will be precisely the same, down. 
to the minutest details of faith, in relation to the church- 
men. 

Christ did not struggle with certain Pharisees, and 
Pharisee does not mean hypocrite alone, but any man 
who takes it upon himself to teach. 

Christ struggled, against individual teachers. and he 
said so in Hebrew. He said, Pharisees, that is, pastors, 
— people who assume the knowledge of the full truth 
and who teach it. The moment you understand and 
translate properly the word Pharisee as teacher of the 
church, a new, bright light is shed on the whole history 
and position of Christ among the people, on his words, 
and even on his whole teaching. And it is not a light 
which in any way changes the meaning of Christ’s teach- 
ing, but which dispels all the obscurities and inaccuracies 
which heretofore disagreeably impaired the clearness of 
the divine teaching. 

Matt. iii. 7. The Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
John to be cleansed, and John says to them, Generation 
of vipers, who has taught you, etc. This address, which 
was not clear before, if the Pharisees and Sadducees are 
taken as a sect, is clear, if they are to be understood as 
representatives of the true faith. What John then said, 
is what a preacher would say now, if Orthodox and 
Protestants came to him. He would say, Why have 
you come, you who profess the knowledge of the truth ? 

John iv. 1-3. When Jesus learned that a rumour about 
him had reached the Pharisees (the pastors of the people), 
he withdrew. It is evident that he withdrew from the 
acknowledged pastors of the people, but not from the 
sect. 

Luke v. 17. Pharisees cal vowodwvdacKxaro. Here we 
get for the first time the connection of Pharisees and 
teachers of the law; but who the Pharisees and doctors © 
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of the law were is not defined, any more than what 
ypaumareis and voyuxoé were, and since obviously the 
doctors of the law, the lawyers, and the scribes were not 
sects, this has to be rendered by, The pastors who taught 
the law. 

In the same chapter, four verses farther down, the 
same Pharisees and doctors of the law are called scribes 
and Pharisees. The Pharisees are the same, but instead 
of the doctors of the law we have scribes. Are we to 
suppose that others came? Apparently this is another 
definition which is identical with the first. Even so the 
word Pharisees is connected with the lawyers and high 
priests. 

John ix. 57; Matt. xxvi. 57. It is evident that Phari- 
sees means pastors. But the pastors are lawyers, scribes, 
and chief priests. Why Pharisees is used instead of of 
the Pharisees, may be explained on the ground that all the 
clerical copyists had this false comprehension of what 
the Pharisees were, and so were tending to mix up these 
passages, by giving to the Pharisees the meaning of a 
false sect. 

Luke v. 30; Matt. ix. 14. The Pharisees demand the 
keeping of fasts and non-communion with the publicans; 
consequently they are not a sect. 

Luke vi. 7. The Pharisees watch the keeping of the 
Sabbath, which is a covenant with God according to 
Moses; consequently they are no sect, but the reigning 
faith , — orthodoxy. 

Mark i. 6. The Pharisees take counsel with the Hero- 
dians how they may destroy Jesus for not keeping the 
Sabbath ; consequently they are not a sect, but the ruling 
church, — orthodoxy. 

John vii. 32. The Pharisees and chief priests send 
officers to take Jesus; consequently the Pharisees were in 
agreement with the chief priests, — they were orthodox. 

John vu. 48. None of the rulers or of the Pharisees 
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believed in Jesus; consequently the Pharisees were the 
rulers of faith. 

John vii. 3. The Pharisees and scribes bring to him a 
woman for the purpose of executing her according to the 
law ; consequently they are the ruling, true teaching, and 
not a sect. 

John ix. 13. To decide the question of the blind man, 
he is brought before the Pharisees, as the true interpreters | 
of the law. 

John xi. 57. The Pharisee chief priests commanded. 
If they were a sect, they could not command. 

John xii. 42. Many of the rulers believed in Jesus, but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest 
they be put out of the synagogue. What sect is this ? 

Matt. xxiii. 2. The Pharisee scribes sit in Moses’ seat. 
Thus Jesus himself defined the Pharisees. This is not a 
sect, but the orthodox. 

John xviii. 3. Judas took a detachment from the chief 
priests and Pharisees. It is not a sect, but the one 
spiritual power. 

- It is ridiculous and strange to have to prove that the 
word means what it means. And there would be no need 
of proving it, if the deception were not so stupid and so 
old, and, besides, so common in human affairs. The 
Revolution is struggling against the monarchical power. 
Bonaparte comes out of the Revolution and establishes 
the same power, but he says that the Monarchists are a 
sect of Royalists. And all swallow this pill, and speak 
most calmly of Royalists and Bonapartists. For the 
Bonapartists and Royalists there is naturally a difference, 
but for men who seek the meaning of things, there is nc 
difference, and it is clear that the Bonapartists, in calling 
the Royalists a sect, are playing with words, or are speak- 
ing of what may serve them, but it has no meaning for a 
deeper point of view. For the men of the Paulinian 
faith, who established the new superstitions in the place 
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of the old ones, the Pharisees may present themselves as 
something distinct from Paul’s sect, but for men who 
have come to understand Christ’s faith there is no dif- 
ference between them. 

In Christ’s faith this deception is especially striking, in 
that Jesus foresaw it and, as far as was possible, under- 
mined it, and, pointing directly to this cause of error, said, 
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and clearly and 
precisely defined in what it consists. 

The arraignment of the pastors, which with the usual 
reading presents itself as an expression of indignation, or 
even of warning and foresight of what could be, is in 
reality a most precise definition of this evil and its 
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87. ‘Tepovcadhm, ‘Te- 
povoadipy, ) amoKTel- 
vovoa Tovs mpoprras 
kat AWoBordovaa Tovs 
amecTahévous mpos av- 
THY, Twoodks 7Oénoa 
émituvayayely Ta TéKVa 
cov, dv Tporov émicuy- 
aye dpvus Ta voocla 
éauTas brd Tas mrépu- 
yas, Kal ovK HOEXMjoaTE ; 

38. “Idod, ddlerac ducv 
6 oikos Uudy Epnpos. 

89. Aéyw yap tutv, OU 
un we linre am api, 
€éws dv elrnre, Evoyn- 
wévos 0 épxbuevos ev 
dvouare Kuplov. 
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"Inoods émopevero dd 
Tov iepod: kal mpooHOov 
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1. Torazoi dl Kat 
ToTamal olkodopuat. 


2. ‘O 62’ Inoods efrev 
abrois, Ov démere 


Matt.xxiti. 37.0 Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gath- 
ered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye 
would not! 


38. Behold, your houses 
is left unto you? deso- 
late. 

39. For I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of 
the Lord.e 


Matt. xxiv. 1. And 
Jesus went out, and 
departed from the tem- 
ple: and his disciples 
came to him for to shew 
him the buildings of the 
temple. 


Mark xiii. 1. What 
manner of stones and 
what buildings are 
here !@ 

Matt. navi. 2%. And 
Jesus said unto them, 
See ye not all these 


.to these things. 


37. O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, thou killest the 
prophets and _ stonest 
those who are sent to 
thee. How often did 
I wish to bring all thy 
children together, just 
as a hen gathers her 
chickens under her 
wing, but you would 
not! 


. 38. And so your house 
is being ruined. 


39. For I tell you, You 
will not see the truth 
till you will say, Blesse 
is he who teaches the 
ee BR a. of the 
Lord. 


1. And leaving the 
temple, Jesus went away. 
Then his disciples ap- 
proached him, to show 
him the buildings of the 
temple. 


1. Precious stones, and 
what offerings! 


2. And Jesus replied to 
them, Pay no attention 
Truly 
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things? verily I say unto 
you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not 
be thrown down. 


3, And as he sat upon 
the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him 
privately, saying, Tell 
us, when shall these 
things be? and what 
shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end 
of the world? 


4, And Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Take 
heed that no man de- 
ceive you, 


5. For many shall come 
in my name, saying, [am 
Christ; and shall deceive 
many. 


6. And ye shall hear 
of wars and rumours of 
wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these 
things must come to 
pass, but the end is not 
yet. 


7. For nation shall rise 
against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom: 
and there shall be fam- 
ines, and_ pestilences, 
and earthquakes, in di- 
vers piaces.f 

8. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.9 


11. And many false 
prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many. 


12. And because iniq- 
uity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax 
cold.” 


14. And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall 
the end come. 
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I tell you, There will not 
be left here one stone 
upon another, that will 
not be thrown down. 


3. And when he sat 
down on the mount of 
Olives, the disciples 
came to him and asked 
him privately, when will 
it be? And what will be 
the sign that thy teach- 
ing has stopped, and 
that the present life is 
ended? 


4, And Jesus answered 
them, Take heed and 
beware that you make 
no mistake. 


5. For many will teach 
you in the name of the 
comprehension and will 
deceive many. 


6. You will hear of 
wars and disturbances: 
see that you are not 
afraid, for all these 
things will be, but that 
is not the end of the 
offences. 


7. Nation will rise 
against nation, and 
kingdom against king- 
dom; and there will be 
hunger and earthquake 
in various places. 


8. All these are only 
the torments of labour, 


11. And many false 
teachers will appear, 
and they will deceive 
many. 


12. And from the in- 
erease of the iniquity 
the love of many will be 
diminished, 


14. And when the an- 
nouncement of the true 
good shall he borne 
through the whole world 
as a confirmation for all 
the nations, then there 
will be an end of the 
offences, 
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(a) Your house means your temple, the house of your 
God, and the subsequent reference to the temple confirms 
that this is meant here also. 

(>) In many texts duev and épnuos are wanting. 

(c) Jesus concludes the accusation of the self-styled 
pastors by saying that their house will be deserted, and 
they will not know the truth, till they invoke the com- 
prehension into themselves. 

(d) The disciples say that this is their false temple, 
and yet it is adorned so much. 

(e) The disciples ask when it will happen, that is, 
when that will take place which he promised, when they 
should worship God, not in the temple, but indeed, and 
when all this le of the pastors and of their temples 
would be destroyed, and Christ’s teaching would be 
everywhere. The disciples ask what they always ask, 
when Christ’s true teaching is mentioned. They say, 
It would be very nice, but when will it be? 

(f/) The disciples ask when the offences will end, and 
Jesus replies, They will assure you of it, and there will 
be wars and disturbances on account of it, but you know 
that that is not the end of the offences and of the evil. 

(9) apxy @divov means the torments of child-labour and 
nothing else, and so it has to be translated. Verses 9 
and 10 are introduced here by the copyist from the dis- 
course to the disciples when sending them out to preach, 
and evidently have no place here. 

(h) Verse 13 is again an interpolation from the dis-— 
course to the disciples. 


MAN LIVES THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT IN THE 
FLESH 


If a man lives for the flesh, he perishes, like all flesh. 


If he lives in the spirit, he acquires the true life, but the 
flesh offends him. 
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Beware of offences. For it is better that one of thy 
members should perish than that the whole body be lost. 
It is better to be deprived of a momentary joy than of 
the true life. The true life is given to us, and we all 
know it, but the deception of the flesh ensnares us. 

One day they brought children to Jesus, that they 
might be with him. But the disciples drove the chil- 
dren away, saying, What is our teacher to do with the 
silly children ? 

Jesus saw that they had no respect for the children 
and drove them away, and he was grieved at the disci- 
ples, and said, You have no reason to drive these children 
away, — they are the best of people, for they all live in 
the will of God. They are certainly already in the king- 
dom of God. You must not drive them, but learn from 
them, for, in order that you may. live in the will of God, 
you must live like children. Children always execute 
the five rules, which I have given you: children do not 
scold, do not harbour evil against men, do not commit 
adultery, do not swear, do not resist evil, do not litigate, 
do not know the difference between their own nation and 
another, and do not wage war. Children execute the five 
rules, and so they are better than grown people and are 
in the kingdom of God. 

If you will not abandon all the deceptions of the flesh 
and will not become like children, you will not be in the 
kingdom of God. 

Only h he who understands that the children are better 
than we, because they do not break the law of God, com- 
prehends my teaching. Only he who understands my 
teaching understands "God. 

We cannot despise the children, for they are better 
than we, and their souls are pure before God, and are 
always with God. They are all good. And not one child 
perishes through the will of God; they all perish through 
men, who entice them away from the truth, 
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And so we must guard them, and not entice them 
away from the Father and from the life of truth. And 
badly acts the man who entices them away from purity. 
To entice a child away from what is good, to offend him 
with anger, adultery, oaths, courts, war, is as bad as hang- 
ing a millstone around his neck and throwing him into 
~ the water: he will hardly swim out, but will rather be 
drowned. Even so it is hard for a child to get away 
from an offence into which a man has led him. 

The world is unfortunate only through offences. 
Offences have always been in the world and always 
will be, and a man perishes through offences. 

And so give everything away, sacrifice everything, if 
only you can keep out of offences. When a fox falls into 
a trap, he wrenches off his leg and runs away, and lives. 
Even so must you do:. give everything away, so long 
as you can get away from an offence. Offences are put 
up against all five rules, and you must guard yourselves 
against all of them. 

Beware then! Here is the offence against the first 
rule, Be not angry. 

Do not ask how many times thou shalt forgive thy 
brother; do not imagine that thou must forgive him 
seven times, and mayest wreak vengeance after that. 
Forgive, not seven times, but seventy times seven, and 
then forgive again. 

For the kingdom of God may be likened to this: A 
king was settling his accounts with the proprietors. And 
they brought to him one who owed him a million dollars. 
And he could not pay what he owed. And the king 
would have sold his estate, his wife, his children, and 
himself; but the proprietor began to beg the king’s 
mercy, and the king had mercy on him, and forgave 
him his whole debt. 

This proprietor went home and saw a peasant who 
owed him fifty cents. The proprietor took hold of him, 
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began to choke him, and said, Give me what thou owest 
me. And the peasant fel] down at his feet, and said, 
Have patience with me, and I will give thee all. But 
the proprietor did not have mercy on him, but put him 
in prison, to let him stay there until he paid all he owed. 

When the peasants saw this, they went to the king, 
and told him what the proprietor had done. Then the 
king called the proprietor, and said to him, Thou dog, 
I forgave thee the whole rental, because thou didst beg 
me, so thou oughtest to have forgiven thy debtor, because 
I forgave thee. And the king grew angry and turned 
the proprietor over to be tormented, till he should pay 
what he owed. 

Even so God the Father will do with you, if you will 
not forgive with all your heart those who are guilty 
toward you. . 

When a man offends thee, remember that he is the son 
of the same God the Father, and a brother of thine. If 
he has offended thee, go and admonish him face to face. 
If he listens to thee, thou art the gainer, for thou wilt 
have a new brother. 

If he does not listen to thee, admonish him, and call 
two or three with thee to admonish him. If he does 
not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if he 
does not listen to the assembly, then he will be as a 
stranger to thee: forgive him, and have nothing to do 
with him. . 

Thou knowest that if a quarrel is taken up with a man 
it is better to make peace with him without letting it come 
before the courts. Thou kncwest this, and dost so, be- 
cause thou knowest that if it comes to litigating, thou 
wilt lose more. The same is true of any quarrel: if 
thou knowest that it is bad and that it will remove thee 
from God, then get rid of the evil at once and make thy 
peace, as long as he has not yet left, with whom the evil 
was started. 
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You know yourselves that as it is started on earth, 
so will it be before God; and if you loose it on earth, you 
will be loosed in heaven. 

Again you must understand that if two or three have 
agreed in everything on earth, they will receive from their 
Father everything for which they shall ask. For where 
two or three are united by my teaching, they execute my 
teaching. 

Beware! Here is the offence against the second rule, 
Do not commit adultery. 

One day self-styled pastors went up to Jesus and, 
tempting him, said, May a man leave his wife ? 

But he said, Man was created male and female from 
the beginning, —this is a natural law. And so a man 
leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife, and 
man and wife unite into one. Consequently a man must 
not break the natural, divine law, and separate what is 
united. But if according to your law of Moses it is per- 
mitted to send away a wife, this is untrue, for according 
to the natural law it is nct so. And I tell you that he 
who sends away his wife drives into debauch both her 
and him who takes her up.. 

And the disciples said to Jesus, If it is necessary to 
keep the same wife which a man has once taken to him- 
self, and never to abandon her, that is so difficult to do 
that it is better not to marry at all. 

He said to them, You may not marry, but you must un- 
derstand what it means. If a man wants to live without 
a wife, he must be pure and not touch a woman. There are 
such people who have no use for women ; but if a man loves 
women, let him bind himself to one woman, and keep her 
all the time, and have nothing to do with other women. 

Beware! Here is the offence against the third rule, 
Make no promises to any one about anything. 

Your self-styled pastors travel about everywhere and 
cause the people to swear that they will be true to the 
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law and the authorities, but they only subvert them in 
this manner. It is impossible to promise your body for 
your soul, for in your soul is God, and men cannot make 
promises to men for God. 

And one day the tax-collectors went up to Peter, and 
asked him, Well, does your teacher not pay his taxes ? 

Peter said, No, he does not pay, and he went and told 
Jesus that he had been stopped and told that all must 
pay their taxes. 

Then Jesus said to him, A king does not receive tribute 
from his sons, and they have to pay no one but the king. 
Even so it is with us. If we are the children of God, we 
are under no obligations to any one but God, and are free 
before everybody. We are not bound by anything, but 
if they ask thee to pay taxes, give them to them, not 
because thou art obliged to, but because thou shouldst 
not resist evil. And if they want to take thy cloak 
away, give them also thy coat. 

At another time the pastors came together with the 
officers of the king, and went to Jesus, trying to catch 
him with words. 

They said tc him, Thou teachest in truth, so tell us 
whether we are obliged to pay tribute to Ovsar or not. 

Jesus saw that they wanted to condemn him for oppos- 
ing himself to the oath to Cesar. He said to them, Show 
me that with which you pay tribute to Cesar. 

They showed hima coin. He looked at the coin, and 
said, What is this? Whose image and superscription ? 

They said, Ceesar’s. * 

And then he said, If so, give to Ceesar what is Cesar’s, 
but what is God’s, your soul, do not give to any one but 
God. Money, property, your labour, everything give to 
him who will ask you for it, but do not give your soul 
to any one but God. And make no promises to any one, 
for you are all in the power of God, and your soul give to 
God alone, 
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Beware! Here is the offence against the fourth rule, 
Do not judge, and be not judged. 

One day the disciples of Jesus entered a village and 
begged permission to stay overnight. They were not 
allowed to remain. Then the disciples came to Jesus to 
complain about it, and they said, May they be killed by 
lightning. 

Jesus said, Still you do not understand of what spirit 
you are. I do not teach how to destroy, but how to save 
people. 

One day they brought a woman to Jesus, and said, 
This woman was caught in adultery. According to the 
law she ought to be stoned to death. What dost thou 
say ? 

aes made no reply, and waited for them to change 
their minds. But they stuck to him, and asked how 
he would judge this woman. 

Then he said, He who among you is without error, let 
him cast the first stone at her. Then the Pharisees 
looked: at each other, and their conscience smote them, 
and those who were in front stepped behind the others, 
and all went away. 

And Jesus was left alone with the woman. He looked 
up, and saw that no one was there. Well, he said, Has 
no one accused thee ? 

She said, No one. 

And he said, Neither can I accuse thee. Go, and err 
no more, 

No matter how clear, how bad the case is, there is no 
one who can accuse a man of it. Only he who has not 
erred can accuse, but accusing is already an error. 

Once there came a man to Jesus, who said, Order my 
brother to give me my inheritance. 

Jesus said to him, No one has made me a judge over 
you, and I do not sit in judgment over any one. Neither 
can you judge any one. 
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Beware! Here is the offence against the fifth rule, There 
are no different nations; all men are brothers, children of 
one God the Father. 

A lawyer wanted to offend Jesus, and said, What must 
I do, in order that I may obtain the true life ? 

Jesus said, Thou knowest what: love God thy Father 
and thy brother, no matter what his nationality may be. 

And the lawyer said, This would be well, if there were 
no different nations, for how can J love the enemy of my 
nation ? 

And Jesus said, There was a Jew who fell into mis- 
fortune: he was beaten, robbed, and thrown out into the 
road. A Jewish priest passed by, and he looked at the 
beaten man, and went his way. Then a Levite passed 
by, and he looked at him, and went his way. Then a 
man of a hostile nation, a Samaritan, passed by. This 
Samaritan saw the Jew, and he did not consider this, 
that the Jews had no regard for the Samaritans, but had 
pity on the Jew who was beaten. He washed his wounds 
and dressed them, and took him on his ass to an inn, and 
paid the innkeeper for him, and promised to come later 
and pay more. Even so treat foreigners, those who have 
no regard for you and destroy you, and then you wili get 
the true life. 

Jesus said, The world loves its own, but despises the 
things that are of God, and so the people of the world, 
priests and scribes, will torment those who keep the law 
of God. And I, too, am going to Jerusalem, and shall be 
tormented and killed, but my spirit cannot be killed, — 
it will live. 

When Peter heard that Jesus would be tormented and 
killed in Jerusalem, he was grieved. He took the hand 
of Jesus, and said to him, If this is so, thou hadst better 
not go to Jerusalem. 

Then Jesus said to Peter, Do not say this. What thou 
sayest is an offence. If thou art afraid for me, lest. I 
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should be tortured and killed, that means that chou art 
thinking of human, and not of divine things. 

He who lives by the light of the comprehension can 
have no evil befall him, for he is always in the light; 
evil can befall only him who comes out of the light of 
truth into the darkness of the offence of the flesh. 

And calling up the people with his disciples, Jesus 
said, He who wants to live ‘according to my teaching 
must renounce his carnal life; let him be ready for all 
carnal sufferings, for he who is afraid for his carnal life will 
lose his true life, and he who neglects the carnal life 
will save the true life. 

And again he told them that when they kill a man 
who lives by the comprehension, the comprehension does 
not die, but will live. 

And they did not understand it. And the Sadducees . 
came up, and he explained to all what was meant by the 
true life in God, and by the rising from the dead. The 
Sadducees said that after the carnal death there was no 
life. They said, How can all rise from the dead? If 
they did rise, they could not all live together. For 
example, we had seven brothers. The first married and 
died. His wife married the second brother, and he died ; 
and she married the third, and so on, until the seventh. 
How are the seven brothers going to live with one wile, 
if they shall all rise from the dead ? 

Jesus said to them, You purposely mix up matters, 
aud do not comprehend what the life after death is. In 
this life people marry and are given in marriage; but 
those who will earn the life after the carnal death will 
not marry and be given in marriage, for they do not have 
to continue life in others: they themselves do not die, for 
they unite with God, having become his children. 

In your Scripture it says that God said, I am the God 
of Abraham and Jacob. And this God said when 
Abraham and Jacob were already dead for men. Con- 
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sequently, those who are dead for men are alive for God. 
If there is a God, and God does not die, those who are 
with God are always alive. The reéstablishment from 
death is the life in God. The life in God is the fulfil- 
meut of the will of God in the carnal life. He who 
fulfils the will of God unites with God. For God there 
is no time, and so, in uniting with God, man passes out 
of time, consequently out of death. 

When the pastors heard this, they did not know what 
to invent in order that they might silence him, and so 
united with the laymen and began together with them to 
tempt him. 

And one of them, a pastor, said, Teacher, which, in thy 
opinion, is the chief commandment in the whole law ? 

The pastors thought that Jesus would get caught in 
the answer according to the law. 

But Jesus said, the chief commandment is to love the 
Lord our God, in whose power we are, with all our soul, 
and another follows from it: to love our neighbour, for in 
him is the same Lord. In these two commandments is 
contained everything which is written in all your books. 

And Jesus said again, Who, in your opinion, is Christ ? 
Is he anybody’s son ? 

They said that according to them Christ was the son of 
David. 

Then he said to them, How, then, does David call 
Christ his master? Christ is not the son of David, nor 
the son of anybody else, except the same Lord our 
master, whom we know within us, as our life. Christ is 
that comprehension which is in us. 

After that they asked him no more questions. 

And Jesus said, Beware of the leaven of the self-styled 
pastors. Beware also of the leaven of the worldly, and of 
the leaven of the royalty. But, above everything, beware 
of the leaven of the self-styled pastors, for that is 
deception. 
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When the people understood whereof he spoke, he 
said, Above all, beware of the teaching of the learned self- 
styled pastors. Beware of them, for they have usurped 
the place of the prophet who announces the will of God 
to the people. They have usurped the power to preach 
the will of God to the people. They preach words, and do 
nothing. And it turns out that they say, Do this and 
that, but there is nothing to do, for they do not do any- 
thing good, and only talk. And they talk of what can- 
not be done, but themselves do nothing. All they care to 
do is to retain the right of their teachership, and so they 
try to distinguish themselves: they dress up and want to 
receive honours. And so know that no one ought to call 
himself teacher and pastor. None but our Lord is a 
teacher and pastor. But the pastors call themselves 
teachers, and thus prevent our entering the kingdom of 
God, and themselves do not enter into it. 

These pastors think that it is possible to lead to God 
by external ceremonies, by oaths, and, like blind people, 
they do not see that the external things do not mean any- 
thing, that everything is in the soul of man. They do those 
external things which are easiest, but what is necessary 
and difficult, — love, compassion, truth, — they leave out. 
All they care for is to be externally in the law, and to lead 
others externally to the law. And so they are like whited 
sepulchres, apparently clean without, but an abomination 
within. Externally they honour the holy martyrs, but in 
fact they are those who torture and kill the saints. 

They have always been the enemies of what is good. 
From them proceeds all the evil in the world, for they 
conceal the good, and instead of the good bring forward 
the bad. Most of all fear these self-styled pastors. For 
you know yourselves that any mistake may be corrected ; 
but if men err in what is good, such a mistake can no 
longer be corrected. And it is this that the self-styled 
pastors do. 
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And Jesus said, I wanted here, in Jerusalem, to unite 
all men into one comprehension of the true good, but the 
teachers of this city know only how to kill the teachers 
of good. And so they remain the same godless people 
that they were, and do not know God, unless, loving, 
they accept the comprehension of God. 

And Jesus went away from the temple. Then his dis- 
ciples said to him, What about this temple of God with 
all its adornments, which men have brought as an offer- 
ing for God ? . 

And Jesus said, Truly I tell you that this whole temple 
with all its adornments will be destroyed, and nothing 
will be left. There is one temple of God, — the hearts 
of men, when they love one another. 

And they asked him, When will this temple be ? 

And Jesus said to them, It will not be soon. Many 
people will deceive through my teaching, and there will 
be wars and disturbances on account of it. And there 
will be great lawlessness, and little love. But when the 
true teaching shall be disseminated among all men, there 
will be an end to evil and to offences. 
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CHAPTER X. 


THE 


Luke xi. 53. And as he 
said these things unto 
them, the scribes and 
the Pharisees began to 
urge him vehemently, 
and to provoke him to 
speak of many things: 


54. Laying wait for 
him, and seeking to 
catch something out of 
his mouth, that they 
might accuse him. 


John «i. 47, Then gath- 
ered the chief priests 
and the Pharisees a 
council, and said, What 
do we? for this man 
doeth many miracles. 


48. If we let him thus 
alone, all men will be- 
lieve on him; and the 
Romans shall come and 
take away both. our 
place and nation. 


OFFENCES 


53. As he said this, 
the learned pastors be- 
gan to urge Jesus vehe- 
mently, and to ask him 
about many things. 


54. They devised to 
catch him in his own 
words, so as to accuse 
him. 


47. And the chief 
priests, the pastors, met 
in council, and said, 
What shall we do? The 
man gives such proofs 
of his truth. 


48, If we leave him 
alone, all will believe in 
him. And the Romans 
will come and will take 
our city and our nation. 


If we leave him, all will believe, and if all will believe, 


the Romans will take us. 


This verse is remarkable in 


that it clearly detines the significance of Christ’s teaching, 
as the Jews and their pastors understood it, and as our 
pastors intentionally fail to see it. 

Jesus teaches that God is spirit, that he must be served 
in the spirit and with works, that it is not right to resist 
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evil, that we must submit to it, that there are not differ- 
ent nationalities and kingdoms, because in the place of 
the former kingdoms of the earth the kingdom of God is 
preached, where each is free and depends only on God. 
And, of course, if men will believe this, the Romans will 
come and take us. Now the Romans feel that they are 
dealing with a nation; but then they will take us like a 
flock of sheep. And it is this very teaching in which all 
are beginning to believe. It is easy enough to see why, 
if all will believe, the Romans will take us, and why it 
is necessary to put a stop to all these fancies. 
This is what the church says (p. 400): 


If we let him thus alone: Without counteracting him, all will 
believe in him; and it is the truth; the influence of the mir- 
acles of the Lord on the people was such that, if there had been 
no strong counteraction of the party, which was hostile to him, 
the number of believers in him would have been much greater 
than his open adherents. 

And the Romans shall come, etc.: From their point of view, 
there was truth in it, and their fear of the Romans was well 
grounded ; a national uprising would have been for the Romans 
a pretext for destroying even that shadow of independence which 
was still left with the Jews as a nation. In the case of a strong 
national uprising, the Romans would have actually taken posses- 
sion of the place itself, that is, of Jerusalem, as the capital of 
the nation and centre of the nation’s whole life, both religious 
and political, with its temple, worship, etc., and would have pos- 
sessed themselves of the nation itself, that is, would have 
destroyed its very political existence as a nation, as a separate 
political unit. The justice of this judgment showed itself after 
the experiences, when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the’ 
temple, laid waste Palestine, and wiped out the Jews, as a polit- 
ical nation, from the list of nations. But the fatal lie in this 
judgment of the leaders of the national life of the Jews consisted 
in this, that they considered an uprising under the leadership 
of Jesus Christ possible. Absolutely failing to recognize the 
Messiah in the Lord Jesus, because he did not come up to the 
ideal of the Messiah, formed on the basis of distorted and false 
conceptions of what the Messiah was to be, they assumed that 
this miracle-worker might stand at the head of a national upris- 
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ing and bring calamity to the whole nation. This fatal lie and 
judgment about the Lord led to fatal mistakes in the further 
actions of the sanhedrim in relation to Jesus Christ, which were 
foreseen by God and were directed toward the great work cf the 


redemption of all humanity through the death of the unac- — 


knowledged but true Messiah. 
This is what Reuss says (Vol. VL, p. 252): 


Le mobile qui décida V’autorité nationale 4 se défaire de 
Jésus est, d’aprés notre texte, d’une nature exclusivement poli- 
tique. On craignait un mouvement populaire, une insurrection 


fomentée, non sans doute par Jésus lui-méme, mais par les. 


aspirations religieuses et nationales qui croyaient avoir trouvé 
en lui le roi promis par Jes prophétes (Chap. VI., 15). Or, les 
hommes placés & la téte des affaires ne partageaient nullement 
cette derniére conviction; ils comprenaient done que le mouve- 
ment prévu n’aboutirait qu’& une nouvelle catastrophe, qui dé- 
truirait immanquablement les derniers restes de lautonomie que 
le gouvernement impérial avait encore laissés subsister. Com- 
ment conjurer cette éventualité? Le pontife leur imdique le 
moyen le plus simple et le plus expéditif.— Il faut cependant 
rappeler que les Pharisiens étaient les adversaires de Jésus plu- 
t6t a cause de ce qu’ils pouvaient appeler son latitudinarisme ; 
e’étaient les Sadducéens qui se placerent au point de vue politique 
que nous venons d’indiquer. On le voit clairement par les Actes 
des apdtres. 


As they do not understand the teaching as it is, there 
results an absurdity, and an artificial explanation is 
needed, which is, that the nation will rise, and the 
Romans will be compelled to suppress the rising. All 
say so alike, but evidently they all alike talk nonsense, 
for there was no cause for any uprising. If all believed, 
all would submit the left cheek after the right, all would 
give up their coats and their cloaks. Whence should 
the uprising come? There would have been no upris- 
ing, but if all believed, there would be no Jewish state, 
no armies, no courts, no wealth, no taxes, —so much is 
certain. 
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52. Kat ody vrép rob 
€Ovous povov, adr iva 
kal Ta Téxva TOU Oeod 
Ta OveckopTigméva Tuva- 
yayn els ep: 


(@) John xi. 50 


in all the translations. 


Luke wiv. 48. And 
could not find what they 
might do: for all the 
people were very atten- 
tive to hear him. 


47. And he taught 
daily in the temple. 
But the chief priests 
and the scribes and the 
chief of the people 
sought to destroy him. 


John xvi. 49. And one 
of them, named Caia- 
phas, being the high 
priest that same year, 
said unto them, Ye 
know nothing at all. 


50. Nor consider that 
it is better for us, that 
one man should die for 
the people, than that 
the whole nation should 
perish.« 


51. And this spake he 
not of himself: but be- 
ing high priest that 
year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for 
that nation: 


52. And not for that 
nation only, but that 
also he should gather to- 
gether in one the chil- 
dren of God that were 
scattered abroad.) 
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48. And they could not 
find what they might do, 
for the people clung to 
him and listened to him. 


47. And the chief 
priests and the learned 
sought to destroy him. 


49. One of them, 
named Caiaphas, who 
was the high priest that 
year, said to them, You 
do not understand ay- 
thing. 


50. You do not con- 
sider thatit is necessary 
that one man should die 
for the people, and that 
the whole people may 
not perish. 


51. This he did not 
speak of himself, but, 
being the high priest 
that year, he prophesied 
that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 


52. And not only for 
the nation, but in order 
that the children of God 
be united into one. 


is for some reason wrongly translated 


There is nothing to warrant the 


translation, It is better that one man should die, than; it 
says simply! that it is necessary that one man should 


die, and not that the whole nation should perish. 


This 


is again an example of a careless relation to the word 
of the Gospel. One translated it wrongly, and all repeated 
the same error, like a lot of sheep. 

This is what the church says (p. 402): 


Ye know nothing at all: You present yourselves as ignorant of 
the whole matter, as irrational and dull of comprehension, since 


1 Nearly as in the King James translation. — Transtator’s Note. 
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you consider what you should do, and do not consider and weigh 
this, according to his opinion, most important and decisive cir- 
cumstance, that it is better for us, that is, for the whole Jewish 
nation and, in particular, for its representatives, to sacrifice one 
man, in order that the whole nation may not perish from the 
Romans in case of the supposed rising of the nation for the sake 
of this man. The external rudeness of Caiaphas’s speech (Ye 
know nothing at all, and, Nor consider) are quite natural with 
him, as a Sadducee, to which sect he belonged. The Pharisees 
were softer in their mutual relations and in relation to others 
as far as external matters were concerned (like hypocrites and 
insincere people, which they were); but the Sadducees were 
distinguished for their coarse manners, but under this coarse- 
ness frequently concealed a greater cunning than that of the 
Pharisees. 

In relation to the internal character, the speech of Caiaphas 
transferred the question from the field of conscience to that of 
external politics, and decided without appeal in favour of the 
latter. 

What need is there of considering what to do? Whoever he 
may be, a whole nation may perish on his account, and so he has 
to be sacrificed. What need of considering according to our con- 
science? We must decide according to external circumstances. 

At the basis of the solution lies the same fatal lie as in the 
case of the other members of the sanhedrim: He is not the Mes- 
siah ; but there there is reflection, while here is the cold, egoisti- 
cal, Sacrifice him, without considering, without wavering. 


(b) ta Suecxopmicpéva, like xat before ta tékva, is 
wanting in many texts. These words are evidently 
added, in order that the words of Caiaphas, which refer 
directly to the Jews, may be referred to the future 
church. Caiaphas says simply that he has to die for the 
good of the nation and for the unity of the faith, pre- 
cisely what the persecutors of the heretics have always 
said. It seems to be quite clear. In the Gospel, on the 
occasion of the execution of Christ after the accusation of 
the pastors and the indications that all the innocent 
blood from Abel to our day was upon them, we are 
shown in what way they shed this blood and in the 
name of what considerations. And the church is so used 
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to lying with immunity that it naively points out the 
sinfulness of Caiaphas’s reasoning, forgetting that it has 
judged in precisely the same manner for eighteen hundred 
years, and even now judges thus before executions. The 
church has forgotten that it is arraigning itself, for to us 
the centre of gravity of these three verses consists in this, 
that, according to its conceptions, we have here a huge 
pun, and Caiaphas suddenly becomes a prophet. 
This what the church says (p. 403): 


And this spake he not of himself, etc.: The remark of the 
evangelist himself in regard to Caiaphas’s speech, as a prophetic 
utterance. Not the external form of speech or its internal char- 
acter are here kept in view, but only the fundamental thought 
that the Lord will die for the nation. The high priest was in 
antiquity the immediate bearer of the divine revelation, which 
was communicated to him through the Urim and the Thummim. 

After the Babylonian captivity this was no longer the case, 
but none the less it lay in the very idea of the high priesthood 
that it could be the organ of the immediate revelation of God, 
though during the decline of the high priesthood this was no 
longer the case. But God can choose even an unworthy man 
for his all-wise purposes and make him an organ of his im- 
mediate revelation. Out of the evil heart there proceeded words 
which contain a miraculous prophecy. 

He (Caiaphas) said it with malicious intent, but the grace of 
the Spirit used his lips for a prediction of a future event. The 
devil frequently distorts the words of God in a lying manner and 
presents the self-existing truth as a lie. God at times makes 
sport of the devil by placing a striking truth into the mouth of 
the father of lies and his organs. 

Should die for the people: In the sense of an expiatory sacri- 
fice for the sins of the people, which is not to be assumed in 
Caiaphas’s words; he had in mind the execution of one man for 
the whole nation for the sake of its political welfare, but the 
Holy Ghost prophesied through this the grandest truth, namely, 
that one would die for the redemption of the people from 
spiritual death and for the sake of the spiritual eternal life. 

And not for that nation only: The evangelist completes the in- 
voluntary prophecy of Caiaphas. But also that he should gather 
together in one the children of God, that were scattered abroad. 
By the scattered children of God we must understand, in contra- 
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distinction with the nation, as the-Jewish nationality, the 
pagans, and not the Jews who were scattered abroad among 
the pagans. The Lord brought an expiatory sacrifice for the 
whole world, both of Jews and of pagans; both through their 
belief in him become the children of God. It is a prophetic 
manner of speech ; he called them the children of God, as they 
were to become such. By gathering together in one the children 
of God we must not understand the assembly in one place, but 
the gathering of those who were scattered everywhere into one 
society according to the faith in Christ (the one church). All 
believers in Christ, wherever scattered among the unbelievers, 
form one common Christian society, one spiritual body, whose 
head is Christ, and whose members all the rest are. 


And to his shame Reuss says the same (Vol. VL. p. 
253): 


Car Caiaphas, en sa qualité de grand-prétre, a parlé en 
prophéte, involontairement sans doute, mais tout juste au 
moment de la péripétie supréme du drame sacré, cette année-la. 
D’aprés les institutions mosaiques, le grand-prétre rendait des 
oracles. L’usage en était perdu depuis longtemps; la loi et 
Yexégeése suffisant & tous les besoins sociaux ou ecclésiastiques. 
Mais on comprend que le peuple considérait toujours son chef 
spirituel comme un personnage plus spécialement en rapport 
avec le Trés-Haut. Nous ne serons done pas surpris qu’un 
chrétien, frappé de V’analogie d’une certaine parole, émanée 
d’une telle bouche et prononcée dans un but froidement poli- 
tique, avec ce que la foi évangélique regardait comme la vérité 
fondamentale, ait pu envisager cette parole comme inspirée par 
Vesprit de Dieu, pour forcer l’ennemi de la nouvelle révélation 
lui rendre un éclatant témoignage. L’Ancien Testament avait 
bien donné d’illustres exemples de cette catégorie. 


He imagines that the author, that is, John, is making 
capital of the pun dep rod ZOvous, but there could not 
be such a thing as a pun here for the author, because he 

a8 not the slightest idea about the dogma of the redemp- 
tion; he says simply that Caiaphas as a man could not 
say for himself that Jesus ought to be killed, but he said 
it, because, being the high priest, he could utter a prophecy 
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as to what would be for the good of the nation. Nothing 
else is said, and we have no right whatsoever to ascribe 
any other meaning to these words, the more so that with 
this meaning, as given to it by the church, we get nothing 
but a useless pun, while with the actual meaning we get 
a deep significance, which is connected with the words 
about all the blood falling on the pastors, and an instruc- 
tion as to how bad and senseless it is in the name of the 


prophecies of the good of the nation to kill men. 


The 


following verse again shows that it is not an interpolated 
sentence, but an elucidation of a thought, in consequence 
of which the Jews decide conclusively that it is necessary 


to kill him. 


53. "Am éxelvns odv 
THs huépas ocuveBoudev- 
cavtTo iva amoxtelvwov 
avrév. 

54. ’Inoots oby ov- 
Kére Twappynola meprera- 
Tre. év Tots ‘lovdalocs, 
GAG awHrGev Exeter eis 
Thy xXapay, éyyvs THs 
éphuov, eis “Edpaty de- 
youdyny modu, KaKel 
OsérpiBe werd THY waby- 
TOv avrov. 

55. “Hv 6é éyyds 76 
macxa Taev ‘Tovdalwy- 
kal avéBnoay moNnXol els 
‘Tepoodduma ek THs x@- 
pas mpd Tov macxa, iva 
ayvicwory éavTovs. 

56. "Egjrouy oby Tov 
"Inootv, cal €\eyor per’ 
“ad\Ahrov év TO lep@ 
éornxéres, Th Soke? tucr, 
bre ob wh Oy els THY 
E0pT HY 5 

57. Aeddkewray be 
kat of dpxvepets Kal ol 
Papicaio. évrodyny, iva, 
édy Tis yv@ mod éoTL, 
unvion, Orws midowow 
avr ov. 


John xi. 53. Then from 
that day forth they took 
counsel together for to 
put him to death. 


54, Jesus therefore 
walked no more openly 
among the Jews; but 
went thence unto a 
country near to the wil- 
derness, into a city called 
Ephraim, and there con- 
tinued with his dis- 
ciples. 


55. And the Jews’ 
passover was nigh at 
hand: and many went 
out of the country up to 


Jerusalem before the 
passover, to purify 
themselves. 


56. Then sought they 
for Jesus, and spake 
among themselves, as 
they stood in the temple, 
What think ye, that he 
will not come to the 
feast? 


57. Now both the chief 
priests and the Phari- 
sees had given a com- 
mandment, that, if any 
man knew where he 
were, he should shew it, 
that they might take 
him. 


53. From that day on 
they decided to kill him. 


54. But Jesus did not 
appear before the Jews; 
he went away nearer to 
the desert, into the city 
of Ephraim, and there 
remained with his dis- 
ciples. 


55. The Jewish pass- 
over was near, and many 
people came from the 
villages to Jerusalem 
for the passover, to pre- 

are themselves for the 
east. 


56. And they sought 
Jesus and spoke among 
themselves in the tem- 
ple, What do you think? 
Will he come to the 
feast? 


57. And the chief 
priests gave a command, 
that if any man knew 
where he was, he should 
announce it, that they 
might vanquish him. 
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1. ‘O obv "Inoots mpd 
é& nuepOv Tod macxa 
HrOev els BynOavlav. 

8. Adyouow ait@ ot 
pabnral, ‘PaBBi, viv 
éf(yrouv ce AOdoar ot 
*Tovdaitor, Kal radu vrd- 
ryels €xel ; 

9. ’AmexplOn 6 ‘Iy- 
cots, Ovxt Swiexd elow 
Gpar THs huépas; eéav 
Tis wepimaTh ev TH NMe- 
pa ov mpookorre, bt TO 
pas Tod Kdcpuov TovToV 
Bdéreu- 

10. "Edy 5€ res repi- 
warty év TH vuKTl, mpo- 
oxémret, btt TO POs ovK 
gory év avT@. 

2. ’Erotncav ody aiT@ 
Oetr voy éxet, kal 7 Map- 
Oa denkdver: 0 5é Adgapos 
eis RY THY cuvavaKerpe- 
ywv avT@. 

3. “H_ ody Mapia, da- 
Botoa Alrpayv pvpov vap- 
Oov muoTiKhs moAuTluou, 
Hreuye rods médas Tod 
*Inood, cal ééuatke rats 
Opiéiv atts Tovs mbdas 
avrov: 7 dé olkia ém)\n- 
pwbn éx ris dopqs Tod 
pdpov. 

4. Méyer ody ets éx 
TOv wabynr Sv avrod, ’Iov- 
das Biuwvos’ loxapubrns, 
6 pAAwWY abrov mapadi- 
Odvat, 

5. Atari rotro 76 ww- 
pov ovK émpd0n Tprako- 
olwy dnvaplwv, Kal €660n 
TTWXOUS ; 

6. Hire dé rotro, ov*x 
bre wepl TOY mrwXov 
euedev avT@, adr’ Ore 
kerr ns Rv, kal TO YAwo- 
coxomov eixe, kal TA Badr- 
Nopueva eBdoracer. 


John «wi. 1. Then 
Jesus, six days before 
the passover, came to 


Bethany. 
John xi, 8. His dis- 
ciples say unto him, 


Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone_thee; 
and goest thou thither 
again? 


9. Jesus answered, 
Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If 
any man walk in the 
day, he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the 
light of this world. 


10. But if a man walk 
in the night, he stum- 
bleth, because there is no 
light in him. 


John «aii. 2. There 
they made hima supper; 
and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table 
with him. 


3. Then took Mary a 
pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of 
Jesus, and wiped his 
feet with her hair: and 
the house was filled with 
the odour of the oint- 
ment. 


4. Then saith one of 
his disciples, Judas Is- 


cariot, Simon’s_ son, 
which should betray 
him, ‘ 


5. Why was not this 
ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and 
given to the poor? 


6. This he said, not 
that he cared for the 
poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the 
bag, and bare what was 
put therein. 
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1. Six days before the 
passover, Jesus went to 
Bethany. 


8. And his disciples 
said to him, Teacher, 
the chief priests want to 
stone thee; and thou 
goest there again, 


9. And Jesus answered 
them, In the day there 
are twelve hours. If a 
man walks in the day, 
he does not stumble, be- 
cause he sees the light 
of the world. 


10. Only he who walks 
at night stumbles, be- 
cause there is no light in 
him. 


2. And they made him 
a@ supper, and Martha 
served him. 


3. Then Mary, her sis- 
ter, took a pound of 
pure, costly, perfumed 
oi], and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped 
them with her hair. And 
the house was filled with 
the odour of the oil. 


4. Then said Judas Is. 
cariot, one of his dis- 
ciples, who betrayed 
him, 


5. This oil could be 
sold for three hundred - 
pence, and given to thy 
poor. 


6. He did not say this 
because he cared for the 
poor, but because he was 
a thief and carried the 
bag. 
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7. Etsrev ofv 6’ Inoots, 
"Ades abriy: eis Thy que- 
pay Tov éyradiacpod pou 
TeTNpHKEV avTo. 

8. Tods mrwxods yap 
mavrore €xere ped’ éav- 
Tov, éue dé od mavrote 
exere. 

12. TH éravpiov by dos 
mons 6 €XMOwy els Thy 
éopThv, axovoavres 8re 
epxerat 6’ Iyaods els ‘Te- 
pooddupa, 

13. “EXaBov ta Bata 
Tay powlkwy, Kal é&pr- 
Gov els bwdvTynow aire, 
kal &xpagov, ‘Qoavyd: 
evdoynuevos 6 épxduevos 
év évouare Kuplov, 6 Ba- 
gireds TOO Iopann. 

14. Evp&y 62 6’ Inoois 
dvdpiov, xd Qicev er avro, 

11. Kat clo7dOev els 
“Tepood\upa. 

10. Kat  elaedOdvros 
avrod els ‘Iepood\uua, 
écelaOn maca 7 TdXs, 
Aé4yovaa, Ths €oriv ob ros; 

11. O& 6é Bx rou Zre- 
you, Otrés éoriv Inoots 
6 mpopyrys, 6 ard Na- 
fapér THs Tadcdalas. 

12. Kat elomdOev 6 
"Inoots els 7d iepdv rod 
Ge0d, kal é£éBade ravras 
Tovs TwAovvTas Kal dyo- 
odgovras év T@ iepa, 

19. Of ody Papicator 
elrrov mpds éaurovds, Oew- 
petre STt ovK wpedeire 
ovdév; te 6 Kdcpmos 
érlaw abrov amber. 

18. Kal #xovoav ol 
Ypaupare’s kal ol apyve- 
pets, kal é(jrouv mas av- 
Tov amodécovo.: édpo- 
Botvro yap av’rov, 8re 
mas 6 5xdos ekerd\Hocero 
ént TQ didaxf avrod, 


7. Then said Jesus, 
Let her alone: against 
the day of my burying 
hath she kept this. 


8. For the poor always 
ye have with you; but 
me ye have not always. 


12. On the next day, 
much people that were 
come to the feast, when 
they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusa- 
lem, 


13. Took branches of 
palm-trees, and went 
forth to meet him, and 
cried, Hosanna; Blessed 
is the King of Israel 
that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. 


14. And Jesus, when 
he had found a young 
ass, sat thereon. 

Mark «xi. 11. And Jesus 
entered into Jerusalem. 


Matt. xxi. 10. And when 
he was come into Jeru- 
salem, all the city was 
moved, saying, Who is 
this? 

11. And the multitude 
said, This is Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of 
Galilee. 


12. And Jesus went 
into the temple of God, 
and cast out all them 
that sold and bought in 
the temple. 


John xii.- 19, . The 
Pharisees therefore said 
among themselves, Per- 
ceive ye how ye prevail 
nothing? behold, the 
world is gone after him. 


Mark xi. 18. And the 
scribes and chief priests 
heard it, and sougut how 
they might destroy him: 
for they feared him, 
because all the people 
was astonished at his 
doctrine. 
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7. And Jesus said, Let 
her alone: she did this 
for the day of my burial. 


8. You will always 
have the poor, but me 
not always. 


12, On the next day, 
the whole people that 
came to the feast heard 
that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 


13. And. they took 
branches, and came out 
to meet him, and cried, 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name.of God, the 
king of Israel. 


14. And Jesus found a 
young ass, and sat upon 


it. 
11. And Jesus entered 
Jerusalem. 


10. And when he en- 
tered, all the city arose, 
and asked, Who is this? 


11. The people said, 
This is Jesus, the proph- 
et of Nazareth of Gal- 
ilee. 


12. And Jesus entered 
the temple, and drove 
out all who sold and 
bought. 


19. The pastors said 
among themselves, See 
there, what else will it 
be? The whole world is 
following him. 


18. And they consid- 
ered how they might 
destroy him, for they 
were afraid of him, lest 
the people should be 
carried away by his 
teaching. 
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20.*Hoav dé Tuves 
"EdAqves ék TOV diva Bar 
vovray iva T poo Kuyyo w- 
ow ev TH éopr a" 

21. Obrot of» mpooHr- 
Gov Pillrmm THe ard 
ByOcatda THs Vadiralas, 
Kal ApwTw avrov héyou- 
res, Kvpue, O€domev Tov 
*Inooby letv. 

22, “Epxerat Pihir- 
qos Kal Neyer 7 Avp- 
dpéq: kal wae ’ Avopéas 
Kal Pidurros héyouet TO 
*Inood. 

33. ‘OQ dé Ingots aire- 
xplvaro avrots Aéywr, 
"Edjdvdev 7 dpa iva do- 
Eac67 6 vids Too dvOpw- 
Tov. 

24.’ Apuhy dunv \éeyw 
duty, Eav ph 6 KédKxos 
Tov aitov mecwy els THY 
viv amobdvyn, abros mo- 
vos péver: ey b€ arobd- 
vy, Toy Kapmov Péper. 

‘O pirav Thy Wu- 
xhv atvrovd amodéoe: av- 
Thy Kal 6 puomy rhy 
yuxhv abroi év +r@ 
Kdoum ToT, els why 
alwviov purdée avrjv. 

26. "Edy éuol diaxov7 
Tus, €uol dkoNovbelTw: Kal 
Grou eiul yw, éxetd kal 
6 dudKovos 6 éuds ora: 
Kal édy Tis éuol duaxov7n, 
Tiunoe. avTov 6 TAT. 


John «ii. 20. And 
there were certain 
Greeks among them that 
came up to worship at 
the feast: 


21. The same came 
therefore to Philip, 
which was of Bethesda 
of Galilee, and desired 
him, saying, Sir, we 
would see Jesus. 


22. Philip cometh and 
telleth Andrew: and 
again Andrew and Philip 
tell Jesus. 


23. And Jesus 
swered them, saying, 
The hour is come, that 
the Son of man should 
be glorified. 


an- 


24. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abid- 
eth alone; but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much 
fruit. 


25. He that loveth his 
life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in 
this world, shall keep it 
unto life eternal. 


26. If any man serve 
me, let him follow me; 
and where I am, there 
shall also my servant be: 
if any man serve me, 
him will my Father hon- 
our.e 
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20. And there were © 
some Greeks among 
those who came to the 
feast. 


21. These went up to 
Philip, and said, Sir, we 
want to see Jesus. 


2. Philip went, and 
boa Andrew; and An- 
drew and Philip told 
Jesus. 


23. And Jesus replied 
to them, The hour has 
come, when the son of 
man will be recognized. 


24. You know _ your- 
selves that, if a kernel 
of wheat falls into the 

round and does not die, 
it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it brings forth 
much fruit. 


25. He who is afraid 
for his life will lose it; 
and he who does not 
spare his life in this 
world, will keep it in 
the true life. 


26. If any man serves 
me, let him follow me. 
Where I am, there is 
my servant. He who 
serves me will be hon- 
oured by my Father. 


(a) I put here Verses 8-10 of Chapter XI. of John, as 
more instructive in this place. 


(6) Verses 14-18 speak of the meaning of Jesus’ 


sitting on the ass. 


Here is what Reuss says about it (Vol. VI, p. 257): 


Jésus montait un Ane qu'il avait trouvé. 
moment, ne faisait attention & 


cette circonstance. 


Personne, en ce 
Plus tard, 
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co 


quand les disciples commencérent & étudier l’Ecriture pour y 
chercher des allusions 4 V’histoire de leur Maitre, ils découvrireut 
entre autres le passage de Zacharie ix. 9, qui parle de l’entrée du 
Messie monté sur un ane. Ce détail, purement accessoire dans 
la peinture idéale du prophete, est la chose capitale pour notre 
auteur, qui néglige les autres éléments du texte, pour se rappeler 
seulement que cet 4ne a réellement figuré ce jour-la, et pour con- 
stater ainsi la réalité de la prédiction. Ce naif aveu nous fait 
voir comment, dés l’abord, la société chrétienne fut & méme de 
rassembler un nombre assez considérable et toujours croissant de 
prophéties trés-spéciales découvertes dans les anciens textes et qui 
bient6t formérent le fonds principal de la science apologétique. 
Quant @ la phrase: lorsqu’il eut été glorifi¢, nous savons qu'elle 
signifie: aprés sa mort et son exaltation. — On avait fait ainsi, 
parce que cela avait été prédit: c’est le méme point de vue que 
celui de Matthieu, dans sa phrase accoutumée. I] n’est nulle- 
ment nécessaire de traduire: Js (les disciples) avaient fait ainsi 
sans savoir qu’ils accomplissaient une prophétie. 


These verses show nothing and change nothing, and so 
are not needed. 


(c) Reuss says (Vol. VI., pp. 258-262): 


Voici encore un passage qui est de nature 4 confirmer notre 
maniére de voir au sujet du degré de réalité historique des con- 
versations qui servent & exposition des idées développées par la 
bouche de Jésus, d’aprés la méthode de Vévangéliste. Que des 
Grecs, cest-’-dire ici des nationaux Hellénes non circonsis, se 
soient trouvcs parmi les pélerins de la féte de Paques, et cela non 
pas comme simples curieux, mais conduits par un besoin religieux 
réel, c’est la un fait trop explicitement attesté par l’histoire apos- 
tolique, pour qu’il puisse soulever le moindre doute. Mais on 
remarquera que l’auteur se borne & les introduire sur la scéne, et 
qu’il les laisse 14 sans plus s’en occuper le moins du monde. (Les 
plus avisés pensent que Jésus aura eu un entretien sympathique 
avec ces Grecs, en traversant la cour extérieure ot ils avaient df 
s’arréter et attendre qu'il sortit.) Ce n’est pas & eux que Jésus 
adresse la parole, mais & ses disciples, ou pour mieux dire, aux 
lecteurs de ce livre; les disciples ne rapportent pas de réponse 
aux Grecs, et ceux-ci disparaissent sans qu’on apprenne méme 
g’ils ont atteint leur but et s’ils se retirent contents. 

Mais si ce morceau ne satisfait en aticune fagon celui qui 
demande & Vhistorien des faits 4 contours nettement dessinés, 
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en revanche, il est on ne peut plus significatif par Vidée qu’il 
exprime, et la valeur symbolique du récit ne se révéle nulle part 
d’une maniére & la fois plus grandiose et plus heureuse. 

L’auteur est arrivé au terme de la vie publique de Jésus. Le 
tableau du conflit tragique entre la nouvelle révélation et lesprit 
du judaisme est achevé. Une faible minorité a cru, une puis- 
sante majorité, non seulement est restée sourde a l’appel, mais 
s’appréte & détruire violemment l’ceuvre de la régénération du 
monde & peine commencée. Tout est dit désormais sur cet 
antagonisme. Le lecteur pressent la catastrophe imminente. 
Voila qu’un nouvel horizon s’ouvre tout a coup devant ses yeux ; 
une perspect ve, pour le moment encore tout idéale et prophé- 
tique, lui fait entrevoir, pour une cause en apparence compromise, 
si ce n’est perdue, la glorieuse conquéte du monde paien, cette 
compensation brillante et pleine d’avenir, qui fera bient6t oublier 
la résistance aussi mesquine que méchante du monde judaique. 
Et cette conquéte, elle vient pour ainsi dire s’offrir d’elle-méme ; 
ce ne sont pas les apdtres de Christ qui l’entreprennent spon- 
tanément. Tout au contraire, quand les premiers symptémes de 
ce mouvement providentiel et presque miraculeux se manifestent, 
les disciples ont de la peine & le comprendre, ils hésitent a s’y 
associer, ils se consultent les uns les autres, ils ont recours, avec 
une espéce de timidité formaliste, au Maitre lui-méme, pour savoir 
ce qwils ont & faire. . . . Mais c’est la de Vhistoire dans le grand 
style ; c’est, en deux mots, l’esprit des faits si clairement retracés 
dans les Actes; c’est le résumé de V’histoire apostolique. Sobre 
de paroles, comme toujours, auteur ébauche en quelques lignes 
se programme d’un avenir dont lui-méme a contemplé les pé- 
ripéties, avant d’écrire son livre; ce n’est pas sa faute si ses 
commentateurs, restant 4 fleur de terre, se débattent dans les em- 
barras d’une interprétation aveuglément littérale, désorientés par 
les réticences du texte et manquant d’autant plus naturellement 
Vintelligence de V’idée, qu’ils épluchent plus méticuleusement les 
détails de la forme. (La fable de l’ambuscade du roi Abgar 
d’Edesse, rapportée par Eusébe, et répétée par les amateurs de 
légendes, n’a rien & faire ici.) 

Dés qu’on se place & ce point de vue pour se rendre compte de 
la nature du cadre, on n’a plus de peine & saisir le sens intime 
des paroles de Jésus auxquelles ce cadre doit donner du relief. 
La conguéte du monde, j’entends celle du monde paien, a pour 
condition la mort préalable du Sauveur. C’est elle qui donnera 
le signal de cette course victorieuse de l’Evangile, toujours pro- 
mise, et jusque-la si peu réalisée (v. 82); elle sera done avant 
tout la glorification et du Pére et du Fils qui fait ’ceuvre du 
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Pére. Ici encore, l’histoire se charge de ratifier les assertions de 
notre texte. Mais si notre auteur a pu avoir besoin d’une expé- 
rience pratique pour se pénétrer de cette vérité, Jésus, d’aprés le 
témoignage méme des Synoptiques, prévoyait et prédisait les 
grandes destinées de son Evangile, subordonnées 2 cette condi- 
tion, sans qu’il jugeat & propos de mettre la main & leur accom- 
plissement, d’une maniére directe et immédiate, méme sans 
diriger ses disciples de ce cété-la. On remarquera que J’idée 
d'une glorification du fils de homme est mise ici en rapport 
intime avec l’extension de son ceuvre ou de son influence (v. 32) 
dans le monde; et c’est pour cela que l’image du grain de blé est 
choisie de préférence & toute autre. Ce grain peut se conserver 
dans sa condition naturelle pendant un temps indéterminé, mais 
il restera ce qu’il est, seul et isolé, 4 moins d’étre mis en contact 
avec l’humidité de la terre. Sa fécondité (Matth. xiii. 23) dépend 
de sa mort, c’est-a-dire d’une transformation qui dégage le germe 
vivifiant de son enveloppe. Cette image est de nature & rendre 
plausible le paradoxe de la mort considérée comme condition de 
la vie, on plus exactement, de la mort individuelle, considérée 
comme condition de la vie 4 communiquer au dehors. 

Et ce qui est une vérité a la fois théologique et historique dans 
son application immédiate a la personne du Sauveur, envoyé au 
monde pour y déposer le germe de Ja vie céleste qui lui était 
propre, ce sera vrai aussi, dans un sens analogue, bien que modi- 
fié, pour tous ceux qui marchent sur ses traces. Pour avoir la 
vie, il ne faut pas craindre la mort (Matth. x. 39; xvi. 25. 
Yuc ix. 24; xvii. 33). Aprés ce qui a été dit sur ces passages 
paralléles, nous n’avons pas 4 analyser cette pensée tout au long. 
Disons seulement que notre texte, reproduit d’abord la maxime 
spirituellement paradoxale de la vie qui se perd quand on l’aime, 
et de la vie qui se conserve quand on la hait (cette derniére 
exagération de l’expression nous est également connue par Luc 
xiv. 26), dans laquelle un seul et méme mot (psyche) est tour a 
tour pris dans deux sens différents. Mais il comprend un élé- 
ment qui a été quelquefois mal expliqué et qui nous embarrasse 
dans la traduction, en ce que la langue frangaise, pour rendre le 
mot zoé, se sert également du terme de vie. Cela a conduit 
quelques interprétes & croire que Vauteur veut dire: celui qui 
sacrifie sa vie terrestre (pour la cause de Ja vérité), la conservera 
pour la vie éternelle, c’est-a-dire s’assurera la jouissance future de 
la vie de ’autre monde. Cela ne serait étre la pensée de l’évan- 
géliste (Chap. v. 24; xi. 26). Jn traduisant: en vie éternelle, 
phrase assez peu claire, mais adoptée faute de mieux, nous avons 
voulu exprimer cette pensée: celui qui sacrifie sa vie, en tant 
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qu’elle est terrestre et passagére, la conserve, en tant qu’elle est 
devenue éternelle, impérissable (comp. Chap. iv. 14). La men- 
tion du service doit probablement nous rappeler |’apostolat, lequel 
a des chances analogues de mort, mais aussi des promesses 
pareilles de glorification; mais il va sans dire, qu’en parlant 
de l’apostolat, nous n’entendons pas en restreindre la sphere aux 
Douze. Ici, comme partout, la parole de Jésus s’adresse a tous 
ceux qui le suivent et le servent; elle ne tire pas sa valeur des 
circonstances dans lesquelles elle est censée se produire d’apreés 
le cadre historique, mais de sa vérité intrinséque et absolue. 

On rapproche communément I’émoiion, dont il est question a 
la fin de ce morceau, de ce que les autres évangélistes racontent 
de la scéne de Gethsémané, et par cette méme raison, on emploie 
de préférence Jes termes de trouble, d’effroi, d’angoisse. L’analogie 
est trop grande pour pouvoir étre contestée, malgré la différence 
absolue des circonstances extérieures. Cependant il n’est pas 
moins évident que l’auteur, s’il avait eu en yue la scéne de 
Gethsémané, soit qu’il en ait été témoin oculaire, soit qu’il ne 
Vait connue que par la tradition, en aurait singuliérement affaibli 
les couleurs. JI n’est pas question ici d’une lutte intérieure, d’ une 
angoisse qui serait allée jusqu’a réagir sur le corps, et qui aurait 
éprouvé le besoin d’aller chercher un appui et une consolation 
auprés des disciples plongés dans le sommeil de J’insouciance. 
Le Jésus du 4° évangile peut verser des larmes de sympathie 
pour la douleur de ses amis, il ne saurait reculer un instant 
devant la mort qu’il a proclamée dés l’abord (Chap. iii. 14) 
comme la condition du salut du monde, et qui, arrivée & son 
heure (Chap. vii. 30; viii. 20), ne peut lui apparaitre comme 
quelque chose qui devait l’étonner. I] ne dit pas ici avec un 
serrement de coeur: Mon pére, sauve-moi! I] dit: Devrai-je 
dire: mon pére, sauve-moi? Mais...,etc. Son émotion 
n'est pas celle d’une faiblesse momentanée et touchante, qui 
Iwi arracherait des soupirs et qui se trahirait par de grosses 
gouttes de sueur, c’est celle d’une grande Ame, d’un héroisme 
divin, qui a la pleine conscience de son but et de son devoir, 
et dont la résolution est plus fortifiée qu’ébranlée en face de 
la péripétie supréme. C’est pour cela qu'il est arrivé & cette 
heure, pour que, de la mort d’un seul, naisse la vie de plusieurs ; 
pour que l’inimité du monde aboutisse 4 la gloire de Dieu. Cette 
pensée explique aussi la forme donnée & la priére finale. 

Ne nous le cachons pas: la scéne de Gethsémané et celle-ci 
témoignent de deux conceptions différentes de la position de 
Jésus en face de la mort. Elles sont belles et sublimes toutes 
les deux; toutes les deux ont un cachet de vérité intrinséque. 
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Celle de la tradition représentée par les Synoptiques reste davan- 
tage sur le terrain des réalités humaines, et par cela méme elle 
est devenue plus populaire et surtout plus individuellement 
édifiante; celle que nous venons de lire est plus idéale et plus 
théologique ; aussi bien n’a-t-elle jamais créé, comme l’autre, des 
embarras @ la théorie des écoles. La scéne de la transfiguration 
compléte théologiquement la premiére conception et l’éléve & la 
hauteur de la seconde. 


The church says the same in regard to the connection 
of Jesus’ speech with the desire of the Greeks to see 
him. 

Reuss’s view is correct, but, as in all of his explana- 
tions, there are added mystical, obscure interpretations of 
what is clear without any interpretation, if we do not 
forget that Jesus denies the whole faith of Moses. The 
whole speech of Jesus, after he heard that the Greeks, or 
the Gentiles in general, wanted to be his disciples, is 
called forth by the consciousness that the decisive minute 
has come. But for the explanation it is not necessary to 
assume any prophetic ideas in Jesus. The whole propo- 
sition is clear as it is. According to his whole teaching, 
Jesus is incomparably nearer to the Gentiles than to the 
Jews. When he spoke to the Jews, he spoke the words 
of their Scripture and visited their sanctuaries, but now 
there appear pagans who want to be his disciples. 

The pagans, according to the conception of the Jews, 
are apostates, godless people, who ought to be exter- 
minated, and suddenly he sides with the pagans. So 
long as he seemingly corrected the Jewish law, he was 
a kind of a Jewish prophet, but suddenly, through his 
siding with the pagans, it appears clearly that, according 
to the ideas of the Jews, he is a pagan. And if he is 
a pagan, he must perish, and there is no salvation for him. 

And it is this siding with the pagans which calls forth 
in him the decisive words, which show the imperturbabil- 
ity of his conviction. He is a pagan, well, let him be, he 
says. What am I? And you may understand me as 
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you please. I shall perish, but the seed must perish 
in order that it may give forth fruit. 


27. Nov 7 Wux% pov 
Terdpaxtat kal rl elt ; 
matep, c@obv pe €K THS 
dpas Ta’rys. adda did 
TovTo F\Oov els THY Wpav 
TAUT HY. 

28. Idrep, 
gov TO bvoma. 

31. Nov xplois éort 
Tov Kbcpmov TovToU" viv O 
&pxwv Tod Kbcpou Tov- 
tou éxBdAnOjoerar eEw* 

32. Kayo édy tWw- 
0&3 éx THs yas, wavras 
Edktow mpos éuavTov. 

34. ’AmexplOn atr@ 6 
ByAos, ‘Hyets AKovoaper 
éx Tov vouou, 8r1 6 Xpu- 
ods wéver els TOv al@va: 
Kal mOs ov déyes, “Ore 
Se? VWwOHvar Tv vidv TOU 
avOpwrov; tls éoriv ov- 
Tos 6 vids TOU dvOpwrov ; 


dbEacdv 


John aii. 27. Now is 
my soul troubled: and 
what shall 1 say? Fa- 
ther, save me from this 
hour: but for this cause 
came I unto this hour. 


28. Father, glorify thy 
name.¢ 


31. Now is the judg- 
ment of this world: now 
shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. 


325 ANG Lait) Ee be: 
lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto 
me. 

34. The people an- 
swered him, We have 
heard out of the law 
that Christ abidethe for- 
ever: and how sayest 
thou, The Son of man 
must be lifted up? who 
is this Son of man? 


27. Now my life is 
being decided, and what 
shall I say? Father, save 
me from this hour. 


28. Father, show thy- 
self. 


31. Now is the sen- 
tence pronounced on the 
world; now will he who 
rules the world be cast 
out. 


32. And if I shall be 
lifted up above the 
earth, I will draw all 
toward me. 

34. And the people an- 
swered him, We know 
from the law that the 
Lord does never change; 
how, then, dost thou say 
that the son of man must 
be lifted up? Who is 
this son of man? 


(a) Verses 29 and 30 are left out, as incomprehensible 
and unnecessary. So far Jesus spoke with the disciples, 
but now he turns to all the people and to the Greeks. 

(6) This is what Reuss says of Verse 33 (Vol. VL, 


p. 264): 


La mort de Christ est une glorification, surtout par ses consé- 


quences pratiques, déja signalées plus haut: ce qui tout a l’heure 
était symbolisé par la fécondation du grain de blé, est ici exprimé 
en toutes lettres, comme une force d’attraction, non pas certes 
absolument irrésistible, puisqu’il y a toujours des incrédules, 
mais tellement puissante, qu’elle s’exercera au loin, sur toutes les 
catégories d’hommes, sur ceux-la méme auxquels personne ne 
songeait encore en ce moment. La mort de Christ, au gré de la 
théologie joannique, est done une ezaltation, et non un abaisse- 
ment. Et qui voudrait en douter, puisque c’est l’auteur qui 
prononce ce mot? Et qui refusera de faire remonter a Jésus 
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méme cette sublime réflexion sur sa destinée et sur celle du 
monde (comp. Vhistoire de la transfiguration), quand il se sera 
convaincu que l’interpréte de sa pensée l’affaiblit, comme s’il ne 
Vavait pas suffisamment approfondie? Car il est impossible que 
Jésus ait simplement voulu dire: je ne serai ni lapidé, ni déca- 
pité, mais je serai crucifié, comme si ¢’avait été 1& la chose im- 
portante par excellence, ou que cela efit changé le moins du monde 
la portée de sa mort. Mais l’apdtre, comme tous ses collégues et 
contemporains, avait le goat des rapprochements de détail, et 
cette préoccupation pouvait lui faire perdre de vue les grandes 
affinités des idées et des faits considérés dans leur ensemble. 


In any case this verse is quite superfluous, especially 
since the question of the Jews (Verse 34) no longer refers 
to Christ’s death on the cross, but only to the lifting up 
of the son of man. 

(c) »éver has here clearly its eal meaning of opposi- 
tion to motion, that is, to lifting up. This points out 
who the son of man is that is to be lifted up. 


Jesus and the Jews understand what they are talking 
about. Jesus says that he will draw all toward him, 
that when he shall be lifted up over the earth, there 
will happen what will unite them, that is, Christ will 
be the lord of life. The Jews very clearly understand 
his words, and say, But how is it that it says that Christ 
is always unchangeable, while thou sayest that this Christ, 
the lord, is nothing more than man, who will be lifted up 
over the earth? And Jesus at once replies to this ques- 
tion that this man who is lifted up over the earth is the 
light of the comprehension. 


John xti. 35. Then Je- 35. And Jesus said to 


35. “Ere uixpdv xpovov 
Td pas ueO” Huar éore. 
meprmareire Ews TO Pas 
éxere, iva ph oxotlia 
buds KaraddByn Kal 6 
mepiratav év 7H oKoTla 
ovk olde 10d Uraye. 

36. “Ews 7d ds 
éxere, miorevere els TO 


sus said unto them, Yet 
a little while is the light 
with you. Walk while? 
ye have the light, lest 
darkness come upon 
you: for he that walk- 
eth in darkness knoweth 
not whither he goeth. 


36. While ye have 
light, believe in the 


them, Yet a little while 
is the light in you. Live 
since there is light, lest 
darkness come upon 
you. He who walks in 
darkness does not know 
whither he goes. 


36. While you have the 
light, believe in the 
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pds, iva viol gwrds 
yévno de. 

44, "Inoods 6é expake 
kal elmev, ‘O musrevwy 
eis éue ov muoTever els 
éue, aN els Tov Tép- 
WavTd pe 

45. Kal 6 dewpadv éueé 
Oewpel Tov TéuWarTa pe. 

46. “Eyo pis eis Tov 
Koopov edjnAvOa, va Tas 
6 muctevwr eis eue ev TH 
oKotla un pelvy. 


47. Kal édv ris pov 
dkovon TOY pnudrwyv Kal 
wh mireton, eyo ov 
kplvw adrov: ob yap Ad- 
Gov iva kplyw Tov Kbcpmov, 
GAN iva chow Tov Kbo- 
ov. 

48. ‘O adder Gv éue, Kal 
uy NauBavwv Ta phuara 
pou, exer Tov Kplvovra 
avrév: 6 Adyos dv éAd- 
Anoa, éxelvos Kpivel av- 
Tov ev TH eoxaTn nuepa. 


49. “Ori eye e& éuav- 
Tod obk éXddnoa: GAN 6 
méuas me TaTHp, avTds 
por é€vTo\nyv dwKe, Ti 
elrw kal TL NaAjow: 


50. Kal otda ore 4 
évrorAy abrod fwh aiw- 
vids éoTiv. & ofv hard 
éyo, Kalas elpnké juoe 6 
TaTHp, oUTW AAG. 

36. Tatra é\ddyoev 
6 Inoots, kal dredOdy 
éxpiBn am adr av. 


light, that ye may be 
the children of light. 


44. Jesus cried and 
said, He that believeth 
on me, believeth not on 
me, but on him that sent 
me. 


45, And he that seeth 
me seeth him that sent 
me. 

46. I am come a light 
into the world, that who- 
soever believeth on me 
should not abide in dark- 
ness. 


47, And if any man 
hear my words, and be- 
lieve not, I judge him 
not: for I¢ came not to 
judge the world, but to 
save the world. 


48. He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word 
that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in 
the last day. 


49. For I have not 
spoken of myself; but 
the Father which sent 
me, he gave me a com- 
mandment, what I 
should say, and what I 
should speak. 

50. And I know that his 
commandment is life 
everlasting: whatsoever 
I speak therefore, even 
as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. 


36. These things spake 
Jesus, and departed, 
and did hide himseif 
from them, 
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light, that you may be 
the children of the light, 


44. Jesus spoke in a 
loud voice, He who be- 
lieves in my teaching 
believes not me, but 
him who sent me. 


45. And he who under- 
stands me, understands 
him who sent me, — 

46. My teaching is the 
light, which has come 
into the world that who- 
ever believes in me 
should not be left in 
darkness. 

47. And if any man 
hears my words and 
does not keep them, I 
do not condemn him, 
for I am not called to 
condemn men, but to 
save them. 


48. He who does not 
unite with me and does 
not receive my words, 
has within him the one 
who will condemn him. 
The comprehension, 
which I have expressed, 
condemns him till the 
last day. 

49. For I have not 
spoken of myself; but 
the Father who sent me 
gave me a command- 
ment, what I should say 
and speak. 


50. And I know that 
this commandment is 
the eternal life. What I 
speak, I speak, as the 
Father has told me: sol 
speak. 


36. Thus spoke Jesus 
and he went away, an 
hid himself from them. 


(2) Most remarkable is the change of év buiv into wel? 


vpav, which is found in many texts. 


The translations 


generally render it by with you, whereas it says that it, 
the light, is in all people. 
(b) In many texts and in Tischendorf it reads as. 
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(c) Griesbach has cat uw durdén ; the same in Tischen- 
dorf. 


(d) éyé shows that the emphasis is on the pronoun. 


Sco this is what Jesus said about the pagans, when he 
was provoked to say clearly what their Christ and his son 
of man were. He said simply and clearly, The son of 
man is the lord of life, and the basis of his teaching is 
light. In each of you is this light, so live by this light, 
and you will be the children of the light. And that is 
all. 

Immediately after these verses follow unnecessary dis- 
cussions about the agreement of this passage with the 
prophecy, and then the story of how these words acted 
on the people. After this story Jesus’ speech is con- 
tinued, though it is not explained on what occasion and 
when it was told. This discourse is a continuation of 
the preceding one, and so has to be connected with it; 
but the verses of how it affected the people ought to be 
transferred after the discourse. 


John wii. 42. Never- 42, But many of the 


42, “Opws pévroe kal 


éx T&v dpxdvTwy toddol 
érlorevoay els avrov 
ad\rAa dia To's Papi- 


theless among the chief 
rulers also many be- 
lieved on him; but be- 
cause of the Pharisees 


rulers believed in his 
teaching, but did not 
confess it on account of 
the pastors, lest they be 


, ‘ they did not confess put out of the church 
galous g OLX aporoyour, him, lest they should be j 
ta ph amocvvaywyor put out of the syna- 
yévwrrat’ gogue; 
43. ’Hydrnoav yap _ 43. For they loved the 43. For they valued 


more the judgment of 


praise of men more than 
men, than of God. 


Thy dbtav TGV avOpwrav the praise of God. 


uadrov Hrep Thy ddgav 
Tov Qeod. 


Several times before, the pastors of the Mosaic church 
wanted in one way or another to put a stop to the preach- 
ing which destroyed their teaching and made their le 
manifest. They tried to prove to him the incorrectness 
of his teaching, but their arguments only confirmed it, 
and they felt their helplessness; but to them the recogni. 
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tion or non-recognition of his teaching meant something 
different than to simple people. A simple man, on learn- 
ing the truth, rejected the error, and was happy. But a 
pastor, a teacher, on learning the truth, had to admit that 
he had been a deceiver. But this the pastors neither 
would nor could admit. They did not live by the true 
good, and so the true good was hateful to them. 

After the arraignment of the pastors, the disciples saw 
that he would not fare well, if he went to Jerusalem, and 
so they tried to persuade him not to go, and were afraid 
for him. They feared lest something bad might befall 
him. But he said to them, Can anything bad befall him 
who knows what he is doing? As he who walks in day- 
time does not stumble, so there cannot be anything bad 
to him who lives in the light and by the light of truth. 
I bear within me the hght of truth, and as long as there 
is light in me, there cannot be anything bad. What of 
it, if they spit upon, and strike, and beat, and even kill 
the son of man? They will kill the body, but the son of 
man will arise. 

But the disciples did not understand it. They came 
to Bethany, near Jerusalem, and the chief priests and the 
Pharisees learned that he was coming, and that the people 
joined them more and more. What shall we do? thought 
the Pharisees. All believe him: they believe that power 
is not necessary, that riches are not necessary, that 
nationality is not necessary. If all will believe, the 
other nations will take us and will take from us every- 
thing which to us seems so important. 

At the council Caiaphas said, Of course, our nationality 
and our whole civil life will perish, if we allow this man 
to continue his preaching. We must kill him at once. 
It is better that one man should perish, than that the 
nationality, the state, should be destroyed; and they 
decided to kill him. And it was not Caiaphas the map, 
but Caiaphas the high priest, who decided to have him 
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killed. In the name of his prophetic utterance that it 
would be worse for the nation, he departed from the law, 
Thou shalt not kill. 

What extraordinary blindness of the men who profess 
to be Christians! All the evil which they commit is 
foreseen in the Gospel and is directly pointed out. The 
considerations of state stand in opposition to the teaching 
of God, and the adherence to the considerations of state 
leads to the killing of Jesus the God, according to the 
teaching of the churches. Is it possible more strongly 
and more manifestly to point out the evil which results 
from considerations of state, and can they more strongly 
be prohibited? And yet Christians have been putting to 
death these eighteen hundred years in the name of the 
considerations of state. 

In Jerusalem the pagans come to Jesus and want to be 
his disciples. He is troubled for a moment, when he has 
openly and completely to renounce Judaism and acknowl- 
edge that he is nearer to the pagans than to the Jews; 
but this confusion lasts but a short time. He says to 
himself, Why should I be afraid? It is precisely what 
I have been wishing, and even now I wish that the will 
of God be made manifest. And he says outright that 
Christ, whom they expect, is nothing else but this, that 
in man there is the light of the comprehension; but it 
is necessary to live by this light of the comprehension, 
in order that one may have the true life, and that it 
is not he who is thinking so, but that it is the will of 
God, the beginning of everything. He who believes me, 
believes him who sent me. If one does not believe, 
there is in him what condemns him. The comprehen- 
sion condemns him. This light is in you, so live by this 
light, for it is life, and you will be the children of the 
light. 

They ask him, Who is the son of man? How can he 
say it more clearly? If he said, It is I, they would hava 
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the right to understand him wrongly; if he said, It is 


you, it would be the same. 


He tells them what forms 


his teaching of the son of man,—that he is the light 
which is sent into the world, and that the light is life, 
and that we must live by it alone. 


THE ASSEMBLING AND PLOTTING OF THE HIGH PRIESTS 


8. Tére curnxOnoav 
ol dpxcepets Kal of ypau- 
parets kal of rpeaBvrepor 
Tod Naod els THY avrAHY 
Too apxepéws, TOU )e- 
youdvou Kaidda, 

4. Kal cuveBovudev- 
gavto wa Tov ‘Inoody 
Kpathowor. ddr\w, Kal 
Groxrelywotv. 

5. "Edeyov dé, My ev 
TH éopTH, iva wip OdpuBos 
yévntat év T@ aw. 

14. Tére ropevdels eis 
tay Sweexa, 0 Neyomevos 
*Tovdas’Ioxapidrns, mpds 
Tovs apx.epels, 

15. Etre, Tl Oéderé 
pot Sovvar, Kayo vuly 
mapadwow atrév; of dé 
éorynoav a’t@ TpidKovra 
apyvpia: 

16. Kat dd rére éf%- 


Te evxaiplavy iva abrov 


mapas@. 
17. TH dé rpéry rSv 
agijuwv mpochdOov ol 


uabynral 7G “Inood, dé- 
yovres atT@, Ilod béders 
éToludowuey cor payelv 
70 TaoxXa; 

18. ‘O 8é efrev, ‘Yrd- 
yere els Thy mod pds 
Tov deiva, Kal elrrare av- 
T®@, ‘O diddoKados héyet, 
‘O Kkatpos wou éyyus éore 
mpos oé Tad TO waoxa 
PeTR THY wabnT Ov mov. 


Matt. xxvi. 3, Then 
assembled together the 
chief priests, and the 
scribes, and the elders 
of the people, unto the 
palace of the high priest, 
who was called Cai- 
aphas, 

4. And consulted that 
they might take Jesus 
by subtilty, and kill 
him. 


5. But they said, Not 
on the feast day, lest 
there be an uproar 
among the people. 

14. Then one of the 
twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went unto the 
chief priests, 


15. And said unto 
them, What will ye give 
me, and I will deliver 
him unto you? And 
they covenanted with 
him for thirty ~ieces 
of silver. 

16. And from that time 
he sought opportunity 
to betray him. 


17. Now the first day 
of the feast of unleay- 
ened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying 
unto bim, Where wilt 
thou that we prepare for 
thee to eat the passover? 


18. And he said, Go 
into the city to such a 
man, and say unto him, 
The Master saith, My 
time is at hand; T will 
keep the passover at th 
house with my disci- 
ples.d 


3. Then assembled the 
chief priests ,the scribes, 
the elders of the people 
in the yard of the high 
priest Caiaphas, 


4, And consulted how 
they might take Jesus 
by cunning, and kill 
him. 


5. And they said, Only 
not on the feast day, or 
else there will be a noise 
among the people. 

14. Then one of the 
twelve, Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests, 


15. And said, What will 
Fou give me, if I deliver 

im to you? They prom- 
ised him thirty coins. 


16. And from that time 
he sought an oppor- 
tunity to betray him. 


17. On the first day of 
the feast of the unleay- 
ened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, and said 
to him, Where dost thou 
order us to prepare the 
passover? 


18. And he said, Go 
into the city to some 
man, and say to him, I 
have little time: I want 
to take the passover with 
thee, 
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19. Kali érolncay ol 
padnral ws cuvératey av- 
tots 6 ‘Inoods, kal Hrot- 
pacav TO Taoxa. 

20. “Olas dé ‘yevo- 
pévns avéxecro weTaR TOV 
dwdexka. 

1. IIpd 6 rs éoprhs 
Tod maaxa, eldds 6 In- 
gous bre éedjdAvbev adrod 
7 @pa iva pweraBy éx Tob 
kéauov TovTou mpds Tov 


19. And the disciples 
did as Jesus had ap- 
pointed them; and they 
made ready the pass- 
over. 


20. Now when the even 
was come, he sat down 
with the twelve. 


John viii. 1. Now be- 
fore the feast of the 

assover, when Jesus 

new that his hour was 
come that he should de- 
part out of this world 
unto the Father, havin 
loved his own which 
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19. And the disciples 
did as Jesus had ordered 
them, and they prepared 
the passover, 


20. In the evening he 
sat down with his twelve 
disciples. 


1. Before the feast of 
the passover Jesus knew 
that his hour had come, 
that he should depart 
from this world to his 
Father; as he loved his 
own, he did good to them 
until the end. 


tatépa, ayarnoas Tovs 
iStous rods év TO kbouy, 
eis Téhos Hydryoev av- 
Tous. 

2. Kal delrvou yevo- 
Bévou, TOU diaBddou Hn 
BeBXnkoros els THY Kap- 


were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end. 


2. And during the sup- 
per, when the evil inten- 
tion to betray him had 
already entered the soul 


2. And during the sup- 
per, (the devil having 
already put into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, 


Slav ‘lovda Zluwvos Simon’s son, to betray of Judas Iscariot. 
*Toxapudrov iva avrov caper 
Tapad@. 


(a) In many texts the words, The teacher saith, are 
wanting. 

(6) This verse has by no means that mysterious pro- 
phetic meaning about death, that the church ascribes to 
it. This verse means simply that on the eve of the pass- 
over it is too late to prepare for it, and Jesus, like any 
mendicant, sends his disciples to ask the first stranger 
they meet to receive and entertain him for the passover. 


The key for the comprehension of the so-called Lord’s 
supper is found in the last two verses from John. I have 
translated them literally. The verses explain what Jesus 
would do during the supper. 

Jesus knew that he would be betrayed, and he guessed, 
or knew, that one of his disciples would betray him, and 
so he, at a time when the plot is formed in the heart of 
one of his disciples, carries out his teaching of love, aid 
only in love rebukes and accuses his disciples. ; 

Both the offering of bread and wine and the washing 
of the feet are nothing but acts of love, with which he 
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replies to the hatred and treason. All the interpreters 
agree that that which is described by John is only a com- 
plement to what the synoptics describe. And so the 
words which are rendered by John are an introduction to 
the whole Lovd’s supper. In all the evangelists Jesus’ 
actions at this supper are indissolubly connected with the 
treason of Judas; but all the interpreters insist on sepa- 
rating one from the other. But as soon as these two 
events are separated, they both lose their significance. 

Why it is necessary to drink wine and eat bread, call- 
ing it body and blood, — no matter how much you may 
interpret it, — remains not only unintelligible, but appar- 
ently monstrous. And equally unintelligible and mon- 
strous is this, why we need know that Judas betrayed 
him and dipped his bread in a dish. 

Here is what the church says (p. 445): 


Before the feast of the passover: That his time had come, etc., 
that is, the time of his death had arrived, and through his death, 
his glorification in the resurrection and ascension to the heavenly 
Father. 

Depart out of this world: In a highly significant manner the 
evangelist calls his death a departure (Chrys.) on account of his 
ascension after the resurrection (Theoph.). 

Having loved his own, etc. : The Lord, incarnating love, always 
loved all, especially his followers; but in these last days and 
hours of his earthly life these feelings of love for them in- 
creased, so to speak, in the highest degree,—he loved them 
unto the end, completely, entirely, “he did not omit anything 
which one must do who loves strongly” (Theoph.). This ful- 
ness of love was expressed in all his actions in relation to them 
during these last hours of his earthly existence: the evangelist 
points out the first example of it in the event of the washing of 
the feet of the disciples, performed by the Lord during his last 
supper with them. 

His own: His own, in the particular and narrower sense of 
the word, he called the holy apostles, as the representatives 
in the present case of all the believers in Christ, who are all the 


Lord’s and God’s own in the sense of his particular nearness to 
them. 
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Which were in the world: Who were still left in the world, on 
earth, when the time came for him to depart from this world to 
the Father. ; 

During the supper: Since after this supper the Lord with his 
disciples went to the garden of Gethsemane, where he was taken 
at night, sentenced in the morning, and crucified about noon, 
this supper must have been on the eve of his death, and con- 
sequently this was the same supper of which the first three 
evangelists speak as of the last supper of the Lord with his 
disciples, at which the paschal lamb was eaten and the mystery 
of the Eucharist was established. This was on a Thursday, the 
13th of Nisan (the end of our March), twenty-four hours before 
the legal time of the eating of the paschal lamb (the 14th of 
Nisan, in the evening). The Lord performed the passover a 
day earlier, since on the lawful day of the paschal supper he, as 
a true paschal lamb, was to be offered as a sacrifice on the 
cross ; but according to a custom it was allowable to partake of 
the passover earlier than the lawful time, especially for those 
who came to Jerusalem from Galilee, and of this custom the 
Lord had availed himself. Complementing in this case, as in 
other cases, the utterances of the first three evangelists, and 
omitting what they have already described, the evangelist says 
nothing of their partaking of the paschal lamb at that supper, 
nor of the establishment of the mystcry of the Eucharist, as 
being something which was known to his readers from the first 
gospels, and describes only the event which they omitted, — the 
washing of the feet of the disciples, which the Lord performed, 
and the discourse in elucidation of this his action. 

The devil having now put into his heart, etc.: The first two 
evangelists narrate that on the eve of this day (in the evening 
of Wednesday), after the supper in Bethany, where the Lord 
was anointed by the sinful woman, Judas had come to an agree- 
ment with the members of the sanhedrim as to his betraying the 
Lord; consequently the condition of the treason had already 
taken place, which the evangelist signifies by the words, The 
devil having already put into the heart of Judas, to betray him. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VL, p. 268): 


La nouvelle série de discours est introduite par une phrase un 
peu longue et trainante, et qui par cela méme a été exposée 4 des 
manipulations éxégétiques assez divergentes. Pourtant les diffé- 
rentes idées que l’auteur y a logées, un peu 4 l’étroit sans doute, 
se dessinent assez nettement quand on y regarde de prés.  L’his- 
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torien veut raconter la scéne de l’ablution des pieds, et repré- 
senter d’avance cet acte comme une preuve de l’amour que Jésus 
portait aux siens, et du dévouement dont lui, le fils de Dieu, qui 
allait entrer dans la gloire du Pére, était animé, au point de 
s’abaisser jusqu’a rendre &@ ses inférieurs un service qu’ils n’au- 
raient jamais osé lui demander: en méme temps il lui importait 
de constater que cette scéne s’est passée pour ainsi dire en face de 
la mort, lorsque les conditions purement extérieures qui devaient 
déterminer la catastrophe, allaient déja s’accomplir. Tous les 
éléments, qui auraient été plus clairement exposés l’un aprés 
l’autre, se trouvent combinés ici dans une seule et méme phrase. 


Apparently the monstrous habit of communion, which 
was established by Paul and his other followers, who did 
not know Christ’s teaching, seems so important to people 
that they do not want to see the direct sense of the 
discourse. 

Matt. xxvi. 21. And 
as they did eat, he said, 
Verily I say unto you, 


that one of you shall be- 
tray me. 


21. Kat éc6idvrwy ad- 
tov elrev, “Auhy A\éyw 
butv, Ore els €& budy tra- 
padwore pe. 


21. And Jesus said, 
You know yourselves 
that one of you, who are 
eating with me, will be- 
tray me. 


Only in Luke these words are preceded by words about 
his wishing to eat the passover with them, knowing that 
he would not again eat it in this world, and about offering 
the cup; apparently Luke holds to Paul’s idea that at this 
supper Jesus established a rite (Luke xxii. 14). Accord- 
ing to Matthew and Mark, and also according to John, 
the first words of Jesus refer to the treason of Judas. 
And if we hold to this, the meaning of everything which 
follows is connected and clear. 


22. Kat durovpmevor 
opbipa Hpkavro déyeuv 
air@ &xacros adray, 
Mare eye elu, Kbpre; 


23. ‘O 8€ daoxpibels 
elev, ‘O éuBdwas per 
€uod €v TO rpvBrlw Thy 
xXetpa, obrés ue mapadd- 
oe. 


Matt. xxvi. 
they were exceeding 
sorrowful, and began 
every one of them to 
say unto him, Lord, is 
it I ?a 

23. And he answered 
and said, He that dip- 
peth his hand with me 
in the dish. the same 
shall betray me. 


22. And 


22. And the disciples 
were very much grieved, 
and began one after an- 
other to say to him, Is it 
I, sir? 


23. And he answered 
them, He who eats with 
me out of the same dish, 
will betray me. 
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24. 'O pév vids rod 
tvOpmrov brdyet, xabes 
yéyparrat trepl avrov: 

18. *‘O rpdéywr wer 
éuod ror dprov érijpev er’ 
éue Thy wrépvay avrod.’ 

24. Oval ce re dp- 
Opwrm ékelvp, 5 of 6 
vids Tod dvOpwmrou Tapa- 
dldorau: Kaddv Fy aire, 


24. The Son of man 
goeth, as it is written 
of him: 


John xiii. 18. ile that 
eateth bread with me, 
hath lifted up his heel 
against me, 

Matt. xxvi. 24. But 
woe unto that man by 
whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! it had been 
,good for that man if he 
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24. The son of man 
goes away, as it is writ- 
ten, 


18. He who has eaten 
with me, will betray ime. 


24. But woe to the man 
by whom the son of man 
is betrayed! It would be 
better for him if he were 
not born, 


el ovx éyevv70n 6 dvOpw- ad not been born. 


qos éketvos. 


(2) pyre presupposes a negative answer. 


Verse 25, about it being Judas, is not repeated in 
Mark, and is omitted, as being contradictory and obscure. 
This is what Reuss has to say (Vol. 1, pp. 630-632): 


Vient ensuite la prédiction de Jésus, que l’un de ses disciples 
le livrera & ses ennemis. Ici la comparaison des textes semble, 
& premiere vue, faire ressortir des différences trés-notables, des 
contradictions positives. Nous n’avons encore transcrit que les 
deux récits qui s’accordent presque mot pour mot; toutefois eux 
aussi présentent quelques variantes: d’aprés Marc, Jésus aurait 
dit: Celut qui trempe; d’aprés Matthieu: Celur qui a trempé. De 
plus, ce dernier ajoute que Judas eut le front de demander si 
c’était lui, et que Jésus lui répondit :; Oui, c’est toi! Ce sont ces 
deux récits qui ont donné lieu & la conception le plus générale- 
ment répandue jusqu’a nos jours, savoir que Jésus a désigné le 
traitre directement et ostensiblement, soit par les paroles qu’is 
lui adresse &@ lui, soit en disant aux autres & haute voix: c’est 
celui qui en ce moment méme porte sa main avec moi au plat, pour 
y tremper le morceau de pain qu’il tient (Marc), ou: c’est celui 
qui tout a V’heure a fait ce geste (Matthieu). Mais dans ce cas, 
le récit de Jean (xiii. 23) est absolument différent. D’aprés le 
4¢ évangile, Jean seul aurait appris le nom du traitre, par un 
mot que Jésus lui aurait dit & l’oreille, et ce mot aurait été: 
e’est celui auquel je vais donner un morceau de pain trempé. 
Les autres disciples n’eurent pas méme le plus léger soupgon & 
Pégard de Judas (vy. 28). D’aprés Luc enfin, il n’y a pas eu du 
tout de désignation personnelle. Jésus aurait dit simplement: 
La main de celui qui va mé livrer est ici méme & cette table. 
(Voir plus bas, ot nous examinerons aussi une autre question 
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controversée, celle relative 4 la présence de Judas pendant la 
sainte Cene.) 

Jusqu’a quel point ces différents récits s’accordent-ils? Nous 
le répétons, ’opinion commune aujourd’hui parmi les commenta- 
teurs est qu’ils sont inconciliables. Si l’on s’attache & la lettre, 
il faut avouer que nous avons devant nous trois (ou méme 
quatre) relations diverses, dont une seule au plus peut étre abso- 
lument exacte, et provenir d’un témoin oculaire. Mais nous 
croyons qu’au fond, et pour la chose essentielle, la différence 
n’est pas bien grande, et qu’il est méme trés-facile de voir d’ot 
elle est née. Nous sommes convaincu que la phrase de Luc: La 
main du traitre est avec mot & cette table, et celle de Matthieu et de 
Mare: Celui qui trempe avee moi dans le plat va me livrer, que ces 
deux phrases, disons-nous, sont identiques pour le sens et ex- 
priment simplement cette idée, que le traitre serait lun des 
disciples, des commensaux habituels, par conséquent un homme 
de la part duquel un pareil acte est doublement odieux. C’est ce 
que Jean exprime par ces mots tirés d’un Psaume (xiii. 18): 
Celui qui mange de mon pain léeve le talon contre mot. Or, la ver- 
sion des deux premiers évangélistes est positivement authentique 
pour la forme, celle de Luc substitue a cette forme, avec une 
parfaite justesse, le sens propre et vrai; mais la tradition s’arré- 
tant 4 la forme figurée et la prenant a la lettre, en a tiré la con- 
ception que Jésus aurait désigné Judas aux autres disciples par 
des paroles qui se seraient rapportées & un geste accidentel du 
traitre. Cette interprétation est contredite non-seulement par 
Jean, mais plus directement encore par Luc; celui-ci nous offre 
ici la relation de tous points la plus naturelle, en représentant 
les disciples comme ignorant absolument de qui Jésus a pu 
vouloir parler, méme aprés qu’il eut prononcé Jes paroles que l’on 
prend comme destinées a désigner le traitre. 

Enfin une derniére parole, rapportée aussi par Luc, v. 22, 
rattache le fait de la trahison a la nécessité de la mort du 
Seigneur. Cette nécessité est dérivée ici, comme dans la plupart 
des passages paralléles que nous rencontrerons encore (Luc xxii. 
37; xxiv. 26, 44), des prédictions scripturaires; les autres faces 
de la question théologique ne se dessinent point dans ces textes. 
Cependant on aurait tort de dériver de cette circonstance la notion 
dune espéce de fatalité & laquelle Jésus aurait succombé ou cru 
succomber. Car l’Ecriture elle-méme n’étant que le reflet de la 
pensée providentielle qui régle les destinées des individus et 
la marche de l’humanité, il s’ensuit que tout ce qu’elle prédit 
dépend de la sagesse et de l’amour de Dieu. D’un autre cédté, 
cette nécessité de la mort de Jésus n’est pas une excuse pour 
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celui qui l’améne ou qui y préte la main. Le bien qui en résuite 
par la volonté de Dieu n’efface pas le crime en lui-méme, qui est 
Voeuvre de homme. 


The church says nearly the same. What is important 
is that the chief, indisputable meaning of the words of 
Jesus is that he suspects a traitor among his disciples, 
that he suspects that among those who are eating with 


him, there is a man who harbours evil against him. 
The following words and actions result directly from 


this assertion. 


26. “Eobidyrwy dé av- 
TOV, aBav 6’ Inoods rov 
dptrov, Kal evdoyHcas, 
éxdace Kal é€dldov rots 
padnrats, Kal etre, Ad- 
Bere, payere: Tord éore 
TO Hud jov. 


Matt. xxevi. 26. And 
as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, 
and gave it. to the disci- 
ples, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body. 


26. And when they ate, 
Jesus took the bread, 
and, having prayed to 
God, broke it, and gave 
it to the disciples, say- 
ing, Take, eat; this is 
my body. 


Jesus told the disciples that a traitor was among them ;, 
he knew this, as it is said in John, A traitor who gives 


him up to death. 


All of them deny it, and they continue 


to eat, when he takes the bread, breaks it, and gives it to 


them, saying, Hat it, here it is. 


to death, will eat my body. 


27. Kat aBav 76 
ToT HpLov, Kal EvXApLoTH- 
gas, €dwkev avrois, dé- 
yw, Iltere €& avdrod 
WAVTES* 

28. Totro yap éore 
Td alud pov, Td THs 
Kays OvabnKns, TO epi 
mo\Adv éxxvvduevov els 
deri dpapridv. 


Matt. xxvi. 27. And 
he took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it ;4 


28. For this is my blood 
of the new testament,?® 
which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins. 


He who will betray me 


27. And he took ene 
glass, and, having praye 
to God, ‘he handed it 
to them, and said, Drink 
all from it. 


28. This is my blood 
of the new testament, 
which is shed for many 
for the sake of forgive- 
ness. 


(#) Drink all, all twelve, so that even the traitor has to 


drink. And all drank out of the glass. 


If this did not 


have reference to the traitor, there would have been no 
need of noting it down. 
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(>) What is remarkable is that in Matthew 77s is put 
in, though it is wanting in the majority of texts: it tends 
to break the first simple meaning. 


Instead of rebuking and accusing the traitor, whom he 
knows, Jesus gives him to eat and drink from his hands 
together with the others, and says that he is a traitor who 
will eat and drink this bread and wine, knowing that he 
is giving up my body to death and is getting ready to 
shed my blood: this traitor will not eat bread, but my 
body ; he will not drink wine, but my blood. And when 
they have all drunk, he says to them, What is necessary 
is not to resist evil, but to repay it with good, to give up 
our life, —to give the blood tc those who drink it, and 
in this does my testament consist. My testament, which 
gives the good to many, consists in the forgiveness of 
errors. 

Matt. xxvi. 29. But I 


say unto you,I will not 
drink henceforth of this 


29. Aéyw dé byiv, dre 
od wh mlw am dpre éx 


29. You know your- 
selves that I will not 
henceforth drink of the 


ToUTOV TOU ‘YevYHUATOS 
THs dpmédov, ews THs 
nuepas éxelyns, drav av- 
76 whyw wel” Suv Karvov 


fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it 
new2 with you in my 
Father’s kingdom. 


juice of the grape, until 
the day when I drink 
another wine in the 
kingdom of my Father. 


évy TH Baowrela Tod 12- 
Tpos mov. 


(@) xawév is used here, not in the sense of new, but 
another, not such as this. 


Jesus will drink the new wine with his disciples in the 
kingdom of God, as it is said in Luke (xxii. 30), (va éoO¢- 
nte Kal méivyte él Ths tpamétns wou év 7 Paowrela mov. 
In this verse Jesus explains why he said that that which 
he told them is his testament, his dying words. He says, 
You know, that is, that traitor among you knows, that I 
am already sentenced to death, and that I shall never eat 
and drink again. : 


My life is now only in the spirit. He had said at the 
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feast that his soul was already separated. Henceforth 
he would feed only on the food of the spirit of God. 

This is all that is said in these verses. It would be 
quite incomprehensible why to this passage have been 
attached those idolatrous interpretations, which have pro- 
duced so much evil, so many executions, burnings, tor- 
tures, if we did not know that all these interpretations 
grew out of the faith which was preached by Paul, which 
he called Christ’s, and which he preached without knowing 
the Gospel, and not even distantly comprehending the 
teaching of Jesus. No matter how the words referring 
to the last supper may be understood in the four gospels, 
it is impossible to deduce from them even distantly what 
is generally deduced from them: Let us even suppose 
that we translate, Do this in commemoration of me; what 
follows from this? Twist the passage as you may; sepa- 
rate it, as the church has done, from the treason of Judas, 
it still remains as trite and unnecessary as possible. Drink 
the wine in commemoration, or not, that is all the same 
according to the teaching of Christ, who keeps repeating 
that we must do good works, and that outside of good 
works nothing is necessary. And suddenly there appears 
something extraordinary, something savage, the like of 
which will not be found in any savage religion. And 
hundreds of thousands, millions of people kill and are 
killed for the sake of this strange invention. All this 
would be intelligible, if the source were not left. The 
source is the monstrous epistle of Paul (1 Cor. xi. 1): Be 
ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

Paul teaches his faith, which he calls Christ’s, and this 
is the way he teaches according to the doctrine of the 
church: From the very start he says, Follow me, that is, 
I am your teacher, whereas Christ said that there are no 
teachers except the Lord; then he speaks of the com- 
munion, and so forth. Only after this is it possible to 
understand, not the meaning of the church interpretation 
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itself, for that is beyond our comprehension, but how it 
is that the teaching, which is called Christ’s, could have 


fallen so low. 
The church says (p. 492): 


And as they were eating: No doubt before the end of the sup- 
per, perhaps during the so-called cup of benediction, as may 
partly be concluded from this, that the holy Apostle Paul called 
the Eucharist itself the cup of benediction. 

Took bread: dpros, risen, leavened bread, in distinction from 
dtvuos, unleavened bread. No doubt such leavened bread was pur- 
posely prepared by order of the Lord in order to establish the 
new sacrament, although the law demanded that nothing but 
unleavened bread be eaten on that evening. 

This is my body: When he says, This is my body, he shows 
that the bread which is sanctified on the altar is the very body 
of Christ, and not merely its representation, for he did not say, 
This is the representation of my body, but, This is my body. 
By an inexplicable action this bread is transformed, though to us 
it seems to be bread. Since we are weak and could not make 
up our mind to eat raw flesh, especially human flesh, bread is 
given to us, and this, indeed, is flesh. Why were not the dis- 
ciples troubled, when they heard this? Because Christ had told 
them many important things about this mystery. 


He said, My body, consequently the bread, though it 
remains bread, is the body. But he said also, I am the 
vine, consequently we must worship the vine, and, looking 
at it, we must know that this vine is Christ. 


The cup: Filled with wine, which, according to the custom, 
was weakened by water. 

Gave thanks: To pronounce the words of thanks to God and 
the blessing. 

Drink ye all of it: Why did he not say above, Take, eat ye 
all, while here he says, Drink ye all of it? Because not all men 
can partake of solid food, but only those who are of full age, 
while all can drink. And so Jesus said here, Drink ye all. 

My blood: Not a metaphor, a symbol of faith, but the true, 
actual blood. 

Of the New Testament: As the Old Testament has rams and 
calves, so the New Testament has the blood of the Lord. By 
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this Christ also shows that he suffered death, and so makes men- 
tion of the testament and refers to the first, for this testament 
was renovated by the blood. 

For the remission of sins: The sufferings and the death of his 
only begotten Son God the Father received as an expiatory sac- 
rifice for the sins of his human race, which therefore are remitted 
to all the believers in Christ, and who in this faith receive the 
communion of his most holy body and blood. 

Of this fruit of the vine: That is, of the wine. 

Until the day when I drink it, etc. : Since he was talking with 
his disciples about suffering and about the cross, he again spoke 
of the resurrection, by mentioning the kingdom and thus refer- 
ying to his resurrection. His resurrection he justly calls the 
kingdom, for he then did away with death, appearing as a true 
king. But why did he drink after the resurrection? That rude 
people might not regard the resurrection as a phantom, for many 
accounted it a phantom of the resurrection. And so, in order to 
show his disciples that they would see him distinctly after the 
resurrection, that he would again be with them, and that they 
themselves would be the witnesses of the event, both through 
seeing and through works, he says, When I drink it new with 
you: you witnessing it, for you shall see me after the resurrection. 
What does new mean? That is, in an unusual manner, not in 
the body which is subject to suffering, but in the immortal, 
incorruptible body, which has no need of food. Or you may 
understand it like this: the new drink is a revelation of the 
divine mysteries. Christ himself promises to drink it with us 
in this sense, that he considers our benefit his food and drink. 
In this latter sense the whole utterance has a transferred 
meaning. All the ceremonies of the Old Testament law, which 
are only a shadow or image of truth, are now to cease: I will not 
drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine. 


And that is what they do: they drink this wine, and 
say that it is blood. 

Reuss says nearly the same. To him, too, this dis- 
course at the table appears as something very important. 

Reuss says (Vol. L, pp. 635 and 636): 


Pour le fond et essence méme de l’acte du Seigneur, ou du 
rite institué par lui et que, pour plus de clarté, nous appellerons 
ici le sacrement, terme consacré par le langage ecclésiastique, 
mais étranger & celui du Nouveau Testament, il conviendra de 
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rappeler & nos lecteurs qu'il n’y a guere de point plus contro- 
versé dans la théologie chrétienne et relativement auquel la con- 
troverse soit devenue plus populaire. La plupart des questions 
qui ont autrefois eu le triste privilége de diviser l’Eglise, de pro- 
voquer des définitions devenues la base de l’orthodoxie tradition- 
nelle et d’amener des schismes, étaient généralement d’une portée 
plus métaphysique et dépassaient le niveau de intelligence lai- 
que. Mais les discussions élevées au sujet de la sainte Cene ont 
eu un bien plus grand retentissement dans toutes les couches de 
la société; elles y ont pénétré d’autant plus facilement qu’elles 
étaient plus simples et plus aisément comprises, elles remontent 
aux origines mémes de la réforme, a une époque ot tout le 
monde s’occupait des affaires de la religion, et elles n’ont encore 
rien perdu de leur intérét. Leur durée séculaire leur a donné 
une importance majeure et aujourd’hui encore elles sont assez 
vivantes pgur s’opposer a une union solide entre les diverses 
communautés protestantes. Car c’est dans le sein du _ pro- 
testantisme a peine né qu’ont surgi ces discussions, comme le 
premier, et a vrai dire, comme le seul élément dissolvant qui 
devait arréter le mouvement et la puissance des idées de la 
réformation. 

Pour réduire ces discussions 4 leur plus simple expression, 
nous pourrons dire que deux interprétations du sacrement sont en 
présence depuis des siécles, mais surtout depuis le seiziéme. L’une 
peut s’appeler l’interprétation symbolique, l’autre, l’interprétation 
mystique, ou peut-étre dirait-on mieux encore |]’interprétation 
spiritualiste et Vinterprétation réaliste, D’aprés toutes les deux, 
la forme du rite, ’usage des ééments (pain et vin), n’est pas le 
chose essentielle, mais bien l’idée et le fait religieux qui s’y ratta- 
chent; nous voulons dire la participation 4 la grace de Dieu en 
Christ, la communion ; mais, d’aprés la premiere, le pain et le vin 
sont de simples signes de ce fait, destinés a le rendre plus palpable 
a notre faiblesse spirituelle ; tandis que d’aprés la seconde, ils le 
contiennent, pour ainsi dire, matériellement. En d’autres termes, 
ce qui est offert aux communiants dans la Céne, ce sont, selon la 
premiére opinion, des substances ordinaires et terrestres, du pain 
et du vin véritables, mais consacrés par une promesse divine spé- 
ciale et garantissant, d’une maniére symbolique, & ceux qui crot- 
ent, la participation aux graces de la rédemption ; d’aprés la 
seconde opinion, au contraire, le corps et le sang de Christ sont 
réellement et substantiellement présents par Je fait méme de la 
consécration, et par conséquent aussi recus par tous ceux qui 
prennent part a l’acte, n’importe leurs dispositions individuelles. 

Les origines de cette seconde maniére de voir (qui invoque 
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nos textes tout aussi bien que la théorie opposée) remontent si 
haut, que nous ne sommes pas autorisés A dire qu’elle doit avoir 
été étrangére aux premiéres générations de chrétiens. Mais 
comme les méditations des Péres & ce sujet n’aboutissaient 
jamais & des définitions officielles, et que les formules employées 
par les différents éerivains resttrent généralement vagues, on ne 
peut pas dire qu’il se soit formé alors ce qu’on pourrait appeler 
une orthodoxie obligatoire, un dogme nettement énoncé sur cette 
matiére, Seulement l’idée fondamentale du systeme catholique, 
a savoir que la Céne (le sacrement de l’autel) est un véritable 
sacrifice, se trouve déja énoncée au second siécle et n’a fait que 
gagner du terrain depuis cette époque. 


I quote this only to show that in nothing is the terrible 
departure from Jesus so manifest as in the monstrous 
interpretation of this passage. It is as in Khémnitser’s 
fable: A learned man falls into a ditch; a rope is brought 
to him to pull him out, but he takes hold of the rope 
and discusses the properties of the rope: Is a rope a 
simple cable, or not ? 

And this is the more striking since in the church they 
acknowledge that on that evening Jesus washed his dis- 
ciples’ feet and told them on that occasion wherein his 
whole teaching consisted, and how his disciples are to 
differ from those who do not recognize his teaching. 
This whole passage is clearly and’ simply determined 
according to the Gospel of John, and all that is left with- 
out attention, and the whole meaning of the last supper 
is represented in words about the wine and bread. 


John «iti. 3.° Jesus 3. Knowing that the 


3. Hléds 6 ‘Inoods 


bre wdvra dédwKev adT@ 
6 waThp els Tas XElpas, 
kal dre dd Oeod é—&7jOe 
kal mpos Tov Oedy bra- 
"fet, 

4. ’Eyelperar ex rod 
delrvov, kal rlOno. TH 
iudria, Kal NaBwv Név- 
Tiov défwoev Eavrdv: 


knowing that the Father 
had given all things into 
his hands, and that he 
was come from God, and 
went to God ;4 


4. He riseth from sup- 
per, and laid aside his 
garments; and took a 
towel, and girded him- 
self. 


Father had given every- 
thing into the power of 
the son, and that he 
came from God, and 
went to God, 


4. Jesus rose from 
supper, put off his gar- 
ments, and, taking a 
towel, girded himself, 
with it. 
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(a) Recognizing at this moment that he was not a 
carnal man, but the spirit of God in man, who came 
from God and went to God. 


The last supper, according to John, may serve as a con- 
tinuation of the last supper according to the synoptics, 
as the church recognizes it to be. Indeed, the thought is 
the same: Jesus knows that Judas will betray him, and, 
instead of condemning him, he accuses him only with 
works of love, and in the same way tells them what his 
commandment and testament is. In John, the work of 
love, which Jesus does to his disciples and to the traitor 
among them, is only more striking and more pronounced ; 
there he gives bread and wine, and here he humbly 
washes the feet of all, and among them of the traitor. 
The two versions may be united, but in reality it is evi- 
dent that they were written independently of each other. 
John describes a more powerful and striking action than 
the offering of bread and wine, and he gives a different 
interpretation to the offering of bread, than the synoptics. 
He says that the giving of a piece of bread was a token 
by which Christ pointed to the traitor. 


5. Eira Badrder Vdwp 


els Tov wmarrThpa, Kal 


John «xiii. 5. After 


5. Then he _ poured 
that he poureth water 


water into a pitcher, and 


Hpkaro virrey Tovs 16- 
das TOv pabyraey, kal 
éxpdooev TH revTlw @ 
hy duefwopeévos. 

6. "Epxerat ody mpds 
Ziuwva Iérpov: cal héyer 
avr@ éxetvos, Kupie, ot 
pou vires Tovs médas ; 

7. “ArexplOn “Inaods 
kal elrev aitG, “O ey 
mow, oD ovK oldas dprt, 
yvuwon oé wera Tadra. 

10. Aéye attra 6 
"Inoots, Kal tyets kaba- 
pol éore, add odxl map- 
TES, 


into a basin, and began 
to wash the disciples’ 
feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel where- 
with he was girded. 


6. Then cometh he to 
Simon Peter: and Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet? 


7. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, What I 
do thou knowest not 
now; but thou _ shalt 
know hereafter. 


i0. Jesus saith to him, 
And ye are clean, but 
not all. 


began to wash the dis- 
ciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel, 
with which he was 
girded. 


6. Then he went up to 
Peter, and Peter said to 
him, Art thou really go- 
ing to wash my feet? 


7, And Jesus answered, 
Thou thinkest strange 
what I am doing; but 
thou wilt understand it. 


10. And Jesus said to 
him, You are clean, but 
not all. 
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The meaning of the preceding two verses is lost, and 
so they are to be omitted. 
This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI., pp. 271 and 272): 


Pierre ayant déclaré quwil était prét & se laisser laver le corps 
entier (dans le sens matériel), Jésus reléve ce mot et s’en sert 
a son tour, mais dans un sens spirituel et figuré. L’ablution 
devient ici le symbole de la purification morale. De méme que 
quand on sort du bain on est net de tout le corps, & l’exception 
des pieds qui peuvent encore @étre souillés dans ce moment-la, 
de méme Jésus regarde ses disciples comme ayant passé par un 
bain de purification, au moyen de la nouvelle naissance symboli- 
sée par le baptéme (Chap. III. 5); il exprime la certitude que 
cette ceuvre est accomplie en eux, et que pour cette raison il peut 
leur confier la continuation de la sienne. Mais il reste un point 
encore; c’est précisément celui qu’il veut ineulquer par son 
action symbolique : il faut que les disciples apprennent & servir ; 
aprés le devoir supréme de la régénération personnelle vient le 
devoir social. Nous savons déj& que cette idée est représentée 
ici par l’ablution des pieds, & laquelle le discours est ainsi ramené 
naturellement. La plupart des commentateurs veulent interpré- 
ter ici ’ablution des pieds par la purification accidentellement 
nécessaire a |’égard des souillures que le chrétien méme peut 
contracter dans son contact avec le monde, le fond de son étre 
étant déja purifié une fois pour toutes. Mais cette idée, qui 
n’est exprimée nulle part, que nous sachions, dans notre évangile, 
nous semble complétement étrangére au contexte. Nous avou- 
ons cependant que toute cette exception relative aux pieds nous 
parait assez génante au point de vue rhétorique, en ce qu’elle 
méle ensemble deux applications toutes différentes d’une méme 
image, l’ablution qu’on fait a d’autres et celle qu’on subit soi- 
méme. Or, il est a remarquer, que quelques-uns des manuscrits 
les plus anciens l’omettent. Elle pourrait bien avoir été intro- 
duite par des copistes qui trouvaient une contradiction entre 
Vaction de Jésus, et son assertion relative a la netteté parfaite 
des disciples. 


John xiti. 11. For he 11, For he knew him 


11. "Hide yap Tov 
mapadiddvTa avrév dud 
Tovro elrev, Ovxl mdv- 
Tes Ka0apol ore. 

12. “Ore of Eve rods 
mobdas a’t@y, kal €aBe 
Ta iudria avrov, dvarre- 
gay mad elev avrots, 


knew who should betray 
him; therefore said he, 
Ye are not all clean. 


12. So after he had 
washed their feet, and 
had taken his garments, 
and was set down again, 
he said unto them, Know 


who would betray him; 
therefore he said, Not 
all are clean. 


12. But when Jesus 
had washed their feet, 
and had dressed him- 
self, he sat down, and 
said to them again, Do 
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Tuvdokere Ti memolnka 
Up ; 

13. ‘Ywets pwvetré pe, 
‘QO 6iddoKados, kal 'O 
KUpios: Kal KaADs AEyere, 
elu yap. 

14. Ei ofy éyw ena 
budv rods mbdas, 6 Kv- 
pis Kal 6 dddcKaXos, 
kal vuels ddelNere GAAT- 
wy virrey Tovs 1ddas. 

15. ‘Yréderyua yap 
Zdwka vuiv, tva, Kaas 
ey érolnoa vplv, kat 
vets TOUTE. 

16. “Auhy auhy \éyo 
butv, OvK eore So0dos 
pelfwv Tod Kuplov abrod, 
ovdé dirdcrodos pelfwy 
Tov méuWayros avrép. 

20. *Auhy aunv réyw 
duty, “O AapBdvwy édv 
Tia méupw éue ap- 
Baver 6 dé éué Aap Bd- 
pov NawBdver Tov méu- 
WarTd [Me 

17. El ratra ol6are, 
pakapiol éore ay Tovire 
aurd. 


ye what I have done to 
you? 


13. Ye call me Master 
and Lord: and ye say 
well; for so I am. 


14, lf I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another’s 
feet. 


15. For I have given 
you an example, that ye 
should do as L have done 
to you. 


16. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The servant 
is not greater than his 
lord; neither he that is 
sent greater than he 
that sent him.? 


20. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that receiv- 
eth whomsoever I send 
receiveth me; and he 
that receiveth me re- 
ceiveth him that sent 
me. 


17. If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if 
ye do them. 
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you know what I have 
done to you? 


13. You call me teacher 
and master; and you say 
well, for 1 am indeed a 
teacher. 


14. If, then, I, your 
teacher and master, 
have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. 


15. I have given you 
an example, that you 
should do as I have 
done. 


16. You know your- 
selves, the slave is not 
greater than his master, 
nor is the messenger 
greater than the com- 
mander. 


20. You know your- 
selves that he who will 
listen to what I com- 
mand, will listen to my 
teaching, and to him 
who commands me. 


17. If you know this, 
you are happy if you 
do it. 


(a) Jesus says that he wants to wash the feet of his 


betrayer, and so he has to wash the feet of all. 


He 


knows that his disciples are pure, but not all. 
(>) I transfer Verse 20 after Verse 16, since it is an 


addition. 


Its meaning is the same, but now the speech 


about the betrayer is not interrupted by the discourse on 


the commander. 


Jesus did good to all the disciples, and among them 


to him whom he knows as a traitor, and he says to his 
disciples, I did this to show you how we must not resist 
evil. We must do good to our enemy. Do likewise: 
fulfil what I teach, just as I do what the Father has 
taught me, and you will be happy. 
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18. O8 repl TdévTwr 
tuadv Aéyw: eyo oida 
ods eEeXeEdunv: ANN iva 
n ypaph wAnpwOh, *'O 
Tpwywy per euod Tov 
dprov éwfipev éw éue rhv 
Trépvay avrov.’ 

19. *Am dpre dA€yw 
duly mpd Tod yevécOa, 
ta, dtav yévnrat, me- 
oTevonre bre eyw ele. 

21. Tatra elroy 6 
*Inoots érapdxOn T@ 
mvevpmati, Kal éuaptu- 
pnoe kal eimev, “Auhy 
auhnv Néyw dvulv, ore els 
é& buoy wapaddoer pe. 

22. "EBXerov ofp els 
a@dAjAous of padyral, 
atropovpevo. epi Tivos 
eye. _ 

23. “Hv 6é dvaxel- 
mevos els THY pabynT av 
avtod éy T@ KbdTw TOD 
*Inoot, dv Hydra 6 
*Inoois: 

24. Never ody rovTw 
Dimwy Wérpos rvdécbar 
tls dv ein repl ob Eye. 

25. ’Emurecoy 6é éxei- 
vos éml Td otHOos Tod 
"Inood, Aéyer adr@, Kv- 
pte, Tls €oriy; 

26. “Amoxplverar 6 
"Inaots, “Exetvés éoriv 
@ eye Bawas 7d Wwplov 
ériidow. kal eusdwas 
TOWwplov, 515.5... lovda 
Lluwvos Toirugiwsrn. 

27. Kal werd 7d yo- 
piov, rére eloHOev els 
éxetvov 6 Zatavds. éyer 
ody atr@ 6 Inoots, O 
Towels, wolnoov Ta XLOV. 

28. Todro dé ovdels 
éyyw TeY dvakemévwy 
mpos Ti eirev aiT@: 

29. Tives yap éddxovr, 
érel TO YAwoodbKopov 


John xiii. 18. I speak 
not of you all: I know 
whom I have chosen: 
but that the Scripture 
may be fulfilled, He that 
eateth bread with me 
hath lifted up his heel 
against me (Psalm xli. 
9). 


19. Now I tell you be- 
fore it come, that, when 
it is come to pass, ye 
may believe that I am 
ne. 


21. When Jesus had 
thus said, he was trou- 
bled in spirit, and testi- 
fied, and said, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, 
that one of you shall 
betray me, 


22. Then the disciples 
looked one on A 
doubting of whom he 
spake. 


23. Now there was 
leaning on Jesus’ bosom 
one of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. 


24, Simon Peter there- 
fore beckoned to him, 
that he should ask who 
it should be of whom he 
spake. 

25. He then lying on 
Jesus’ breast saith unto 
him, Lord, who is it? 


26. Jesus answered 
He it is, to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have 
dipped it. And when 
he had dipped the sop, 
he gave it to Judas Is- 
cariot, the son of Simon. 


°7. snd after the sop? 
Satan _ntered into him. 
Then said Jesus unto 
him, That thou doest, do 
quickly.¢ 


28. Now no man at the 
table knew for what in- 
tent he spake this unto 
him. 


29. For some of them 
thought, because Judas 
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18, I do not speak of 
all, for I know those 
whom I have chosen. 
Thus the Scripture is 
fulfilled, He who ate 
bread with me has des- 
troyed me, 


19, Now I tell it to you, 
that, when it comes to 
pass, you may believe 
that my teaching is. 


21, When Jesus had 
said this, he was tron- 
bled in spirit, and af-. 
firmed, and said, You 
know yourselves that 
one of you will betray 
me to be killed. 


22. And again the 
disciples began to look 
at each other, unable to 
guess whom he meant. 


23. One of the disci- 
ples, whom Jesus loved, 
was sitting near him. 


24. Simon Peter beck- 
oned to him, that he 
should ask who it would 
be. 


25. He moved up to 
Jesus, and said to him, 
Who is it? 


' 26. And Jesus replied, 
It is he to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have 
dipped it. And when 
he had dipped the sop, 
he gave it to Judas 
Iscariot. 


27. And Jesus said to 
him, Whatever thou wilt 
do, do it quickly. 


28. And nobody guessed 
wherefore he said this. 


29. They thought, be- 
cause Judas had the 
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elxev 6 Tovdas, ore Neyer 
att@ 6 Inaots, ’ Aydpa- 
gov wv xpelav exopuev 
els Thy €opTHy’ 7) Tots 
mTwxots iva Te OQ. 


30. AaBov ody 7d 
Yoplov éxelvos ev0éws 


eeAAOev: Hv dé vvé. 

Bl. “Ore odv €&HdOe, 
réyee 6 “Inoots, Noy 
éd0fdaOn 6 vids TOU av- 
Opwrov, kal 6 Oeds €do- 
tdaOn év adr@. 

32. El 6 Oceds éd0&d- 
oOn év adt@, Kal 6 Geds 
dotdoe adroy ev éavT@, 
Kal evOvs dokdaoe avrov. 

83. Texvia, ére puxpov 
ped” dudv elu. (nrhoeré 
be, Kal kaOes elrov Tots 
*Tovdalos, “Ore d:rov 
imdyw éya@, vets ov 
Stvacbe édOety, Kal vurv 
Aéyw dprc. 

34, Evtodny Kkawhy 
Sldwpur vuly, iva ayarate 
adANAous: Kabas AYya- 
roa vuds, tva kal duels 
ayarare adrdjous. 

35. Ev robvr@ yvwoor- 
Tar waves bre euol wabn- 
tal éore, éav ayarny 
éxnre év addndors. 

30. Kal vuvjoavres 
é&MNOov els TO Spos TAY 
é€NaLOv. 

B31. Tore Xéyer adrots 
6 Inoots, Idvres tyets 
oKavdaria Onced be év 
éuol év 7H vuKtl ravrn. 
yéyparra: yap, ‘ Ila- 
Taéw Tov Toudeva, Kal 
diackopmicOnoeTar = Ta 
mpoBata THs Totuyys.’ 

33. ’Amoxpibels 5é 6 
Ilérpos eirev atr@, Wi 
kal mdvres okavdare- 
cOncovra év aol, éya 
ovdémore oKkavdahiab7- 
coma. 


had the bag, that Jesus 
had said unto him, Buy 
those things that we 
have need of against 
the feast; or, that he 
should give something 
to the poor. 

30. He then, having 
received the sop, went 
immediately out; and it 
was night. 

31. Therefore, when he 
was gone out, Jesus said, 
Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is 
glorified in him.¢ 


32. If God be glorified 
in him, God shall also 
glorify him in himself, 
and shall straightways 
glorify him.g 

33. Little children, yet 
a little while I am with 
you. Ye shall seek me; 
and as I said unto the 
Jews, Whither I go, ye 
cannot come; so now 
I say to you. 


34. A new command- 
ment I give unto you, 
That ye love one an- 
other; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love 
one another. 


35. By this shall all 
men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another. 


30. And when they had 
sung a hymn, they went 
out into the mount of 
Olives. 

31. Then saith Jesus 
unto them, All ye shall 
be offended because of 
me this night: for it is 
written, I will smite the 
Shepherd, and the sheep 
of the flock shall be 
scattered abroad. 


33. Peter answered and 
said unto him, Though 
all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will 
I never be offended. 
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money, that he com. 
manded him to buy 
what was needed for 
the feast; and others 
thought that he com- 
manded him to give to 
the poor. 

30. And having re- 
ceived the sop, Judas 
went out at once; and 
it. was night 

31. When Judas was 
gone, Jesus said, Now 
the son of man is rec- 
ognized, and that God 
is in him. 


32. And God recognizes 
him in himself, and rec- 
ognizes him directly. 


33. Children, only a 
short while longer shall 
I be with you; you will 
discuss my _ teaching, 
and as I told the Jews, 
you will not go whither 
I lead; and so I tell you 
now. 


34. I give you a new 
commandment. Love 
one another; as I have 
loved you, so love one 
another. 


35. By this all men will 
tell who are my disci- 
ples, if you love one 
another. 


30. And having sung 
psalms, they went into 
the mount of Olives. 


31. Then Jesus said, 
This night all of you will 
be enticed away from 
me, as it says in the 
Scripture, I will kill the 
shepherd, and the sheep 
will be scattered. 


33. And Peter replied 
to him, Though all will 
be enticed away from 
thee, I will not fall into 
the deception. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


33. Merd cod Erouuds 
elut kal els pudakhy Kal 
els Odvatov mopeverbar. 

34. “Egy atr@ 6’In- 
cots, “Auhy Aéyw oor, 
bru év ra’ry TH vuxri, 
amply adéxtopa pwvicar, 
Tpls drapyncy pe. 

35. Aéye: atte 6 
Ilérpos, Kav d€y we ody 
col amobavetv, od un oe 
arapryjgouat. dolws Kat 


Duke wx. 33. I am 
ready to go with thee, 
both into prison, and to 
death, 

Matt. xxvi. 34. Jesus 
said unto him, Verily 
I say unto thee, That 
this night, before the 
cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. 


35. Peter said unto 
him, Though I should 
die with thee, yet will 
I not deny thee. Like- 
wise also said all the 
disciples. 
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33. I am ready to go 
with thee, sir, both into 
prison, and to death. 


34. And Jesus said to 
him, I tell thee, Peter, 
before the cock crows, 
thou wilt deny me 
thrice, 


35. And Peter said to 
him, Though I should 
die with thee, I will not 
deny thee. The same 
said all the disciples. 


mdvres of wabnral elmov. 


(a) Is wanting in many texts. Verse 20 is an inap- 
propriate repetition of what was said before. 

(6) After the sop, is wanting in many texts. These 
words mean that Satan, evil, was in no one else but 
Judas. 

(¢) By the words, That thou dost, do quickly, Jesus 
does not at all mean the betraying. Jesus had no reason 
to advise him to betray him; but Jesus had several times 
hinted to his disciples that the traitor was among them, 
and he saw that Judas was troubled and wanted to get 
away. Judas could not help being afraid. If his disci- 
ples had known it, Simon Peter, not to speak of the 
others, would have killed him. Now Jesus has pointed 
out Judas to Simon Peter. If Judas had not gone, he 
would have been killed, and so Jesus says to him, Run 
quickly ; but he says this in such a way that none but 
Judas could understand him. And nobody does. But 
when he went away, the disciples found it out, but they 
_could not run after him and catch him, for it was night. 
Such is the meaning which the words, And it was night, 
have. 

(d) The teaching of the son of man, the non-resistance 
to evil, was recognized. The evil-doer, who is to betray 
his teacher to death, is not punished or arraigned ; but 
he whom he will betray washes his feet and feeds him, 

(e) These words are wanting in many texts, 
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(7) ev@vs means directly. 

(g) Jesus says that if we will understand ourselves as 
God, there will be God, and God will act directly in us. 
And, having said these words, which are obscure to his 
disciples, he expresses his words to them in a simple aud 
clear manner. sgt 

(h) The commandment, the new testament, which in 
the synoptics is expressed as a cessation of offences, is 
here expressed as love. 


The meaning of this passage is this, that only he who, 
like Jesus, has already retreated from the world and lives 
by the spirit of God alone, is able, without being offended, 
to bear all the terrors and torments of the flesh; that the 
conception of the renunciation from the world is easy, but 
the renunciation itself difficult ; and that it is not possible 
to make in advance any promises about oneself. It is 
not right to swear, to make promises for the future, to 
pledge the true, the real life for the temporal life. Every- 
thing can be done in the present ; in the present a man is 
free, but the future is darkness, and we do not know it. 

It is impossible to make promises, but we must be 
of good cheer and pray every minute. This passage is 
connected with the prayer in the garden of Gethsemane. 
Peter and the disciples here frivolously make promises 
for the future, that they will not deny him in the garden 
of Gethsemane, when the moment of torment is near. 
When Jesus admonishes them to pray with him, they 
are dejected and do not keep up their courage, and so do 
not bear up under the temptation, and deny him. 


35. Kal efrev adrois, Luke xxii. 35. Andhe 35, And Jesus said to 


« 
Ore amrésreta wtyas 
drep Badayrlov Kal 17- 
pas Kal vrodnudtwr, uh 
Tivos boTEephoare ; oi de 
zhrov, Ovdevds. 

36. Elrey ody atrots, 


“AMG viv 6 Zxwv Baddy- 


said unto them, When I 
sent you without purse, 
and scrip, and shoes, 
lacked ye any thing? 
And they said, Nothing. 


36. Then said he unto 
them, But now, he that 


them, When I sent you 
out without purse, and 
bag, and shoes, did you 
lack anything? They 
said, Nothing. 


36. And he said to 
them, Bat now, he who 
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Tov apadTw, ouolws Kal 
whpav: Kal 0 wh exwy 
TwhygdTw TO iwarioy 
avTov, Kal dadyopacdTw 
wax apap. 

37. Aéyw yap vylv, 
8rt Ere ToOTO TO Yeypap- 
Mévoy det Tere OAvar év 
éuol, TO, ‘ Kal werd dvd- 
wy édoylcbn’ Kal yap 
Ta wept Ewod Tédos ExeL. 

38. Oi dé eirov, Ku- 
pe, lOov pdxaipar Ode 
dUo. 6 O€ eirev adrois, 
‘Ikavov éore, 


hath a purse, let him 
take it, and likewise his 
scrip: and he that hath 
no sword, let him sell 
his garment, and buy 
one. 


37. For I say unto you, 
that this that is written 
must yet be = accom- 
plished in me, And he 
was reckoned among 
the transgressors: for 
the things concerning 
me have an end. 

38. And they said, 
Lord, behold, here are 
two swords. And he 
said unto them, It is 
enough. 


271 


has a purse, let him take 
also his bag; and he who 
has not, let him sell hig 
garment, and buy a 
knite. 


37. For I tell you, the 
Scripture will be accom- 
plished in me, And he 
was regarded as a trans- 
gressor; and an end has 
come to all about me, 


38. They said, Sir, here 
are two knives, And he 
said, Very well. J 


No matter how much the interpreters have laboured on 
this passage, there is no possibility of giving it any other 
meaning than this, that Jesus is getting ready to defend 
himself. Before this he tells his disciples that they will 
deny him, that is, will not defend him, will run away 
from him. Then he reminds them of the time when the 
criminal accusation did not yet hang over them. Then 
he says, It was not necessary then to struggle. You were 
then without your scrips, and did not need anything, but 
now the time of the struggle has come, and we must pro- 
vide ourselves with food and with knives, in order to 
defend ourselves. ‘This is necessary, since they regard us 
as outlaws. 


Ts. lit. 12. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he 
hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors. 


Jesus has reference to this passage. He speaks of the 
physical struggle, and that the end will come to all of 
you. It is impossible to understand it in any other way, 
for the disciples reply to this, Here we have two knives, 
and so it is impossible to understand it to mean that his 


Die THE FOUR GOSPELS 


disciples did not understand him, because Jesus replies to 
them, txavdv éotw, that is, Very well. 

The church interpretations have so spoiled the Gospel, 
and have mixed us up in such a way that the clear and 
profound and significant passage is either lost for us, 
or, like a cataract, represents a manifest contradiction. 
The chief obstacle in the comprehension of this passage 
is this, that Jesus is God, and so he could not have 
weakened and fallen into an offence. But here we get a 
clear and straight story,— not an inward moment of 
wavering, as is shown in the discourse with the Greeks, 
in the garden at Gethsemane and on the cross, but a 
moment of wavering, a dejection of spirit, which almost 
passes into action. He orders them to provide themselves 
with knives, and praises them for having done so. He 
wants to struggle with evil against evil, and even explains 
this by saying that he did not struggle as long as he was 
not persecuted, but that he cannot help fighting when he 
is regarded as an outlaw. 

After that height of love, which he expressed at the 
arraignment of the traitor at the last supper, the tempta- 
tion overcomes him in the night, and he says, Let us 
fight with knives, that is, he wants to do what is contrary 
to his teaching. This passage would be offensive, if it 
were not connected with what follows, if it were not a 
necessary introduction and illumination of the minute in 
the garden of Gethsemane and of the conduct of Jesus 
when he is taken, when the disciples wanted to make 
use of their knives and cut off Malchus’s ear; in connec- 
tion with these it not only fails to be offensive, but is - 
even necessary, and is one of the profoundest and most 
instructive passages of the Gospel. Two dangers beset 
those who profess Christ’s teaching: the offence of cow- 
ardice, —the renunciation of the teaching, against which 
Jesus warns Peter; and the offence of violence, — fight- 
ing evil with evil. Against the first evil Jesus struggles 
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all his life. He goes away, when he is persecuted. He 
answers the temptation of the Pharisees in such a way as 
to contradict them as little as possible. Most strongly 
does this offence show itself in the discourse in the temple 
with the Gentiles, when Jesus struggles against the 
offence, and comes out a victor. Now there approaches 
the second offence, the resistance to evil, and Jesus for a 
moment submits to it; but he goes out and prays, and 
struggles against the offence, and vanquishes it. The 
failure to understand this passage is due to the fact that 
it is separated from the prayer in the garden of Geth- 
semane, as the church does it, and both passages become 
obscure, but especially the prayer in the garden of 


Gethsemane. 


1. Tatra era 6’In- 
cous €&ANOe ody Tots La- 
Onrats avrod mépav Tov 
xeudppov r&v Kédpwr, 
Sov hv Khros, els dv 
clap bev atrtos Kal of 
pabnral avrov. 

36. Tére Zpxerar per 
avt av 0 Inaods els xw- 
plov eyduevov Tebon- 
pavA, Kal dye Tots 
pwabnrats, Kablcare av- 
Tov, €ws ov dmedOov 
Tpocevéwpar €KEC. 

387. Kal mapahaBwv 
Tov Ilérpov kal rovs dvo 
vios ZeBedalov, ApEaro 
Rurreta bat kal ddnpovety. 

38. Tore déye avroits, 
Ileptdurés ori n Yuxy 
pou ws Gavdrou: uelvare 
be Kal ypnyopetre per 
éuov. 

39. Kal mpoedOav pu- 
Kpov, émecev éri mpdbo- 
wrov avrod mpocevxd- 
pevos, kal Néywv, Ilarep 
pov, ef duvardy éo7t, 


John «xviii. 1. When 
Jesus had spoken these 
words, he went forth 
with his disciples over 
the brook Cedron, where 
was a garden, into the 
which he entered, and 
his disciples. 


Matt. xxvi. 36. Then 
cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Geth- 
semane, and saith unto 
the disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray 
yonder. 


37. And he took with 
him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and be- 
gan to be sorrowful and 
very heavy. 


38. Then saith he unto 
them, My soul is exceed- 
ing sorrowful, even un- 
to death: tarry ye here, 
and watch? with me.¢ 


39. And he went alittle 
further, and fell on his 
face, ana prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup? 
pass from me: neyerthe- 


1. When Jesus had 
said this, he went with 
his disciples over Dark 
River, and came to the 
village of Gethsemane, 
where there was a gar- 
den, which he entered, 
and his disciples. 


36. And Jesus said to 
the disciples, Wait here, 
while I pray. 


37. And turning to 
Peter and the two sons 
of Zebedee, he began to 
pine and be sorrowful. 


38. And he said to 
them, My soul is heavy, 
even unto death; stay 
here, and do not be sor- 
rowful as I am. 


39. And he went away 
a little distance, and fell 
on his face, and prayed, 
saying, Father, every- 
thing is possible to thee: 
let this cup pass by me, 
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mapedoérw am euod 7d 
moThnpiov TovTo: mAHy 
ovx ws éya bédw, GAN 
ws ov. 

40, Kal €pxerat mpos 
Tovs padnras, Kal evpl- 
oxe. avrovs Kabevdovras, 
kal déyee TH Tlérpw, 
Obrws ov loxvoate ulav 
dpav ypnyophoa: jer 


éuov; 
41. Tpnyopetre kal 
mpocevxerbe, twa pein 


elcéOnre eis Teipacpor. 
TO pev mvedia mpbdvpor, 
7 6€ cape dobevijs. 

42. Idduy ék deur épov 
dmrehOay mpoonvéato, Né- 
ywv, Ildrep pov, e ov 
OvvaTat TOUTO TO TOT?- 
piov mapehbety dm euod 
éav un avrd mlw, yevn- 
Onrw 7d OéAnpd cov. 

43. Kal édav edpl- 
oke. avrous maduy Kabev- 
Oovras: Roay yap avr ay 
ol 6pOadpol BeBapnuvor. 

44, Kal ddels avrods, 
admehOav radi, mpornv- 
taro é« rplrov, Tov avd- 
Tov Noyor elmruwyp. 

45. Tore epxerac mpos 
ToUs madnTras avrov, kal 
Aéye avrots, Kafevdere 
7d Nowrdy Kal dvatrave- 
abe: ldov, HyyiKev 7 wpa, 
kal 6 vids Tov avOpwrrov 
mapadldora: els xelpas 
OapTwOv. 


(a) Here and there are wanting in many texts. 


less, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt. 


40. And he cometh un- 
to the disciples, and 
findeth them —asleep,e 
and saith unto Peter, 


What, could ye not 
watch with me one 
hour? 


41. Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into 
temptation:/ the spirit 
indeed is willing,y but 
the flesh is weak. 


42, He went away again 
the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if this cup may 
not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy 
will be done. 


43. And he came and 
found them asleep again: 
for their eyes were 
heavy.” 


44. And he left them, 
and went away again: 
and prayed the third 
time, saying the same 
words. 


45. Then cometh he to 
his disciples, and saith 
unto‘them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: be- 
hold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands 
of sinners.? 


said, Be with me, I will pray. 
(b) ypnyopetre means here struggle, be manly, do not lose 
courage, rouse yourselves. 
(c) mer’ éwod does not mean here with me, but just as I. 
According to all the church interpre- 
tations it is suffering and death. But why this means 


(d) What cup? 
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not as I want it, but as 
thou wantest it. 


40. And he went up to 
his disciples, and saw 
that they were dispir- 


ited. And he said to 
Peter, Could you not 
keep one hour from 


being dispirited, as I 
do? 


41. Take courage and 
pray, so that you may 
not enter into tempta- 
tion. The spirit is 
strong, but the flesh is 
weak. 


42. And he went away 
a second time, and be- 
gan to pray, saying, O 
my Father, if this cup 
cannot pass by me, un- 
Jess I drink it, thy will 
be done. 


43. And he came and 
found them again dis- 
pirited, for their eyes 
were dimmed. 


44. And he left them, 
and went away again 
and prayed for a thir 
time, saying the same 
words, 


45. Then he returned 
to his disciples, and said, 
Sleep now, and take your 
rest: the hour is near 
when the son of man is 

iven over into the 

ands of worldly men. 


Jesus 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 275 


suffering and death is not explained. It says that Jesus 
was tormented and troubled, but it does not say that he 
expected death. And then it says that he asked the 
Father that this cup might pass by him. What cup is 
it, then? Apparently the cup repacpod, of temptation, 
as I understand this passage. 

Jesus asks God to free him from the temptation of the 
struggle, but adds that he does not ask for the liberation 
as he wants it, that is, that that which was to be should 
not be, but as thou wantest it, that is, that he may bear 
everything which is to be, without entering into the 
temptation. 


(€) xafevdm means not only to sleep, but also to be 
dispirited, lazy, and is here used in contradistinction with 
ypnyope. 

So it is used in: 


Eph. v. 14. Wherefore it says, Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

1 Thess. v. 6. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but 
let us watch and be sober. 

1 Thess. v. 10. Who died for us, that, whether we wake or 
sleep, we should live together with him. 


(f) To enter into temptation means to arrive at that 
condition of the weakness of spirit, in which a man cannot 
answer for himself. 

(g) mpé@vmos is here used in contradistinction with 
acdevns, and so means strong. 

(2) If it meant heavy with sleep, ad’ davov would be 
added. BeBapetoOa: means to be dim. 

(7) This passage has called forth many explanations on 
account of the contradiction, which resulted from that 
senseless reading, which made the disciples be overcome 
by sleep, and Jesus exceedingly offended on account of it. 
Jesus calls them to the spiritual awakening, and does not 
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see it in them; only later does he say, Fall asleep, so that 
you may be rested. 


THE STRUGGLE WITH THE OFFENCES 


After this the pastors, the chief priests, sought with all 
their might to get at Jesus, so as to destroy him. They 
assembled in a council, and began to judge; they said, 
We must in some way put a stop to this man; he proves 
his teaching in such a way that, if we let him alone, all 
will believe in him and will abandon our faith. Even 
now half of the nation is believing in him. And if people 
will believe in his teaching, that man, the son of God, is 
not obliged to obey any one, that all nations are brothers, 
that there is nothing special in our Jewish nation which 
distinguishes us from the other nations, then the Romans 
will completely vanquish us, and will destroy all our laws 
and our whole faith, and there will no longer be any 
Jewish kingdom. 

And the pastors, chief priests, and learned men took 
counsel for a long time, and could not devise what to do 
with him, for they could not make up their mind to kill 
him. 

Then one of them, Caiaphas, who was the high priest 
during that year, devised this: he said to them, We must 
remember that it is advantageous to kill one man, in order 
that a whole nation should not perish. If we let this 
man alone, the nation will perish,— this I prophesy to 
you, — and so it is best to kill Jesus. Even if the people 
will not perish, they will scatter and will abandon the one 
faith, if we do not kill Jesus, and so it is best to kill him. 

When Caiaphas said this, all decided that there was 
nothing to reflect on, and that they ought by all means 
to kill Jesus. They would have taken him at once and 
killed him, but he hid from them in the wilderness. 

But at this time the feast of the passover was at hand, 
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and many people used to gather in Jerusalem for the 
feast. And the pastors, the bishops, counted on this, 
that Jesus would come to the feast with the people. 
And so they announced to the people that if they saw 
Jesus they should bring him to them. 

And, indeed, six days before the passover Jesus said 
to his disciples, Let us go to Jerusalem; and he went 
with them. 

And the disciples said to him, Do not go to Jerusalem. 

And Jesus said to them, I cannot fear anything, for 
I am living in the light of the comprehension. And as 
any man can walk in daytime, and not at night, that he 
may not stumble, so any man may live by the compre- 
hension, that he may not doubt or fear anything. Only 
he doubts and fears who lives in the flesh; but for him 
who lives in the comprehension there is nothing doubtful 
or terrible. 

And Jesus came into the village of Bethany, near 
Jerusalem, to Martha and Mary, and the sisters prepared 
a supper for him. _ And as they sat at supper, Martha 
served them, and Mary took a pound of costly, precious, 
perfumed oil, and rubbed Jesus’ feet with it, and wiped 
them with her hair. And when the odour of the oil 
spread in the room, Judas Iscariot said, In vain has Mary 
wasted this oil. It would have been better if the oil had 
been sold for three hundred pieces, and the money given 
to the poor. 

But Jesus said, You will have the poor with you, but 
me you will soon not have. She did well, for she has 
prepared my body for burial. 

In the morning Jesus went to Jerusalem. There was 
a great multitude there for the feast. And when they 
saw Jesus they surrounded him, and broke off branches 
from the trees, and threw their garments on the road, and 
cried, Here he is, our true king, who has taught us about 
the true God. Jesus sat down on a young ass and rode 
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on it, and the people ran before him, crying. And thus 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem. And when he entered into 
the city, all the people were agitated, and asked, Who is 
be? And those who knew him said, It is Jesus, the 
prophet out of Nazareth of Galilee. 

And Jesus entered the temple, and again drove all the 
buyers and sellers out of it. 

And the pastors, the bishops, saw all this, and said 
among themselves, See what this man is doing. All the 
people are following after him. 

But they did not dare to take him away from the people, 
for they saw that the people clung to him, and they 
devised how they might take him by stratagem. 

In the meantime Jesus was in the temple, teaching 
the people. Among the people there were not only Jews, 
but also pagan Greeks. The Greeks had heard of Jesus’ 
teaching and understood that he was not teaching the 
truth to the Jews alone, but to all men, and so they 
wanted also to be his disciples; and they told so Philip, 
and Philip told Andrew. The disciples were afraid of 
bringing Jesus and the Greeks together. They were 
afraid that the people would be angered, because he did 
not recognize any difference between the Jews and the 
other nations, and so they could not for a long time make 
up their mind to tell Jesus so, 

When Jesus heard that the Greeks wished to be his 
disciples, he said, I know that the people hate me, be- 
cause I make no difference between Jews and Gentiles 
and because I recognize myself to be just like a Gen- 
tile; but now the time has come when the teaching of 
the son of God has to be recognized among all men. 
And if I perish for this, I must tell the truth. A grain 
’ of wheat brings fruit only when it perishes. He who is 
afraid for his carnal life loses the true life, and he who 
despises the carnal life will make this temporal life true, 
not in time, but in God. 
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And turning to Andrew and to Philip, he said, He who 
wants to serve my teaching, let him do the same as I. 
And he who does as I do, will be loved by my Father. 
Now it will be decided whether my life will be carnal 
or spiritual. Now, when that toward which I have been 
walking has come, shall I say, Father, free me from what 
I ought to do? I cannot say this, for I have been walk- 
ing toward it. And so I say, Father, manifest thyself 
in me. 

And, turning to the whole people, Jesus said, In the 
present alone is the power of the spirit over the flesh ; 
in the present alone is the power of flesh vanquished. 
And if I lift myself up above the earthly life, { shall 
draw all toward me. 

And they said to him, According to the law, we have 
heard, Christ is something especial and definite, which 
remains always the same, so how dost thou say that thou, 
Christ, wilt be lifted up as the son of man? What is 
meant by lifting up the son of man? 

To this Jesus replied, To lift up the son of man means 
to live by that light of the comprehension which is within 
you; to lift up the son of man above what is of earth 
means to believe in the light of the comprehension, while 
there is this light, in order to be the son of the compre- 
hension. He who believes in my teaching does not believe 
me, but the spirit which gave life to the world. He who 
understands my teaching, understands the spirit which 
gave the light to the world. My teaching is the same 
light of life which has brought men out of the darkness. 
And if one hears my words and does not fulfil them, I do 
not condemn him, for my teaching does not condemn, but 
saves. He who does not receive my words is not con- 
demned by my teaching, but by the comprehension which 
is in him. It is this which condemns him. For I did 
not speak my own words, but what my Father, the spirit 
which is within me, has inspired. What I speak is what 
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the spirit of the comprehension has told me. And what 
I teach is the true life. 

Having said this, Jesus went away, and again concealed 
himself from the chief priests. 
~ Among those who heard the words of Jesus there were 
many powerful and rich men who believed in his teach- 
ing, but were afraid to acknowledge it before the chief 
priests, for not one chief priest acknowledged that he 
believed, for they judged in human, and not in divine 
fashion. 

After Jesus had again concealed himself, the chief 
priests and the elders again met in the yard of Caiaphas 
and counselled how they might secretly seize Jesus and 
kill him. They were afraid to seize him publicly. And 
there came to counsel with them one of the first twelve 
disciples of Jesus, Judas Iscariot, who said, If you wish 
to seize Jesus secretly, so that the people may not see 
him, I shall find a time when there will be but a few with 
him, and will show you where he is, and then you can 
seize him. What will you give me for it? They prom- 
ised him thirty dollars. He agreed to it, and after that 
tried to find a time to take the chief priests to Jesus, in 
order that they might seize him. 

In the meantime Jesus concealed himself from the 
people, and only his disciples were with him. When 
the first day of the feast of the unleavened bread came 
around, the disciples said to Jesus, Where shall we 
celebrate the passover ? 

Jesus said to them, Go to some person in the village 
and tell him that we have no time to prepare the pass- 
over, and ask him to allow us to take the passover with 
him. 

And so the disciples did. They asked the permission 
of a man in the village, and he let them in. 

And they came and seated themselves at the table. 
Jesus knew that Judas Iscariot had already promised to 
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betray him to death; but he did not accuse Judas, or 
avenge himself on him; as he had taught love to his 
disciples all his life, so he rebuked Judas in love even 
now. 

When all twelve of them were seated at the table, he 
looked at them, and said, Among you sits he who has 
betrayed me. Yes, he who drinks and eats with me will 
cause my destruction. 

And so they did not find out of whom he was speak- 
ing, and began to eat the supper. As they were getting 
ready to eat, Jesus took a loaf, broke it into twelve parts, 
and gave each disciple a piece, saying, Take it, and eat it. 
He who is betraying me, if he eats this piece, will be 
eating my body. 

Then he filled a cup with wine, and offered it to his 
disciples, saying, Drink you all out of this cup. 

And when they had all drunk, he said, He who is be- 
traying me has drunk my blood. I will shed my blood 
that men may know my testament,—to forgive others 
their sins. For I shall soon die and shall no longer be 
with you in the world, and shall unite with you only in 
God. 

After this Jesus arose from the table, girded himself 
with a towel, took a pitcher of water, and began to wash 
the feet of all the disciples. 

When he came up to Peter, Peter said, Art thou really 
going to wash my feet ? 

Jesus said to him, Thou thinkest it strange that I am 
washing thy feet; but thou wilt soon learn why I do it. 
I do it because not all of you are clean, and because 
among you is my betrayer, whose feet I want to wash 
also. 

And when Jesus had washed the feet of all of them, 
he sat down again, and said, Do you understand why I 
did it? I did it, that you may do likewise to one 
another, If I, your teacher, do it, you certainly must 
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serve all and not hate any one. If you know this you 
are blessed. I am not speaking of all of you, for one of 
you, whose feet I have washed, and who has eaten bread 
with me, will betray me. Having said this, Jesus was 
troubled in spirit and confirmed that one of them would 
betray him. And again did the disciples look at each 
other, but they did not know of whom he was speaking. 
One of the disciples was sitting near Jesus, and Simon 
Peter beckoned to him to ask him who the traitor was. 
He asked him. 

Jesus said, I will dip a piece, and he to whom I will 
give it is the traitor. And he gave it to Judas Iscariot, 
saying to him, Whatever thou wilt do, do it at once; and © 
Judas understood that he ought to go away, and when he 
took the piece, he went away at once, and it was not 
possible to run after him, for it was night. 

When Judas was gone, Jesus said, Now it is clear to 
you what the son of man is; now it is clear to you that 
God is in him, that he can forgive his enemies and do 
good. Children! I have but a little while to stay with 
you. Do not philosophize on my teaching, as I have told 
the pastors, but do what I do. I give you one new com- 
mandment: As I have loved you and Judas the traitor, 
so you love one another. Only thus shall you be distin- 
guished: be distinguished from other men in that you 
love one another. 

After this they went to the mount of Olives. On the 
way Jesus said to them, Now the time comes when that 
will happen which is said in the Scripture, that the shep- 
herd will be killed, and the sheep will scatter. And this 
will happen this very night: I shall be taken, and all of 
you will abandon me and run away. 

And in reply Peter said to him, Even if all are 
frightened and run away, I will not deny thee. I am 
prepared to die with thee. 

And Jesus said to him, But I tell thee that this very 
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night, before cockcrow, when they will take me, thou wilt 
deny me, not once, but thrice. 

But Peter said that he would not, and the disciples 
said the same. 

And then, seeing that the disciples were with him, 
Jgsus was tempted. He felt sorry, because they wanted 
to kill him without cause. And he said to his disciples, 
At first neither you nor I needed anything. You went 
without a scrip and without reserve footgear, aud I com- 
manded you to do so; but now, since they regard me as 
an outlaw, it can no longer be so, and you must provide 
yourselves with everything and with knives, lest you be 
destroyed without cause. 

And the disciples said, We have two knives. 

And Jesus said, Very well. 

And they went beyond the river Cedron, where there 
was a garden, and entered that garden. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, I am weakened, and I 
must pray. Be with me. 

And he seated Peter and the sons of Zebedee near hina, 
and began to groan and feel sorrowful, because he had 
fallen into an offence and wanted to struggle against evil. 

He said, I am pained and grieved. Help me, rise in 
spirit together with me. 

And he knelt down and prayed. 

He said, My Father, spirit, thou art free: strengthen 
me that the offence of struggle may leave me; that every- 
thing may be as thou wishest, and not as I wish it, and 
that I may unite with thy will. 

The disciples were not praying and were dispirited, and 
Jesus rebuked them, and said, Pray; be strong in spirit, 
lest you fall into the temptation of timidity or struggle. 
There is strength in the soul, but the body is powerless. 

And he began to pray a second time, saying, Father, 
spirit, let everything be as thou wilt. 

And again the disciples did not pray with him, but 
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were dejected. And he prayed for a third time in the 
same way, and then, when he was strengthened in 
spirit, he said to his disciples, Now I shall soon be given. 
into the hands of worldly men. 


CHAPTER XI. 


THE FAREWELL DISCOURSE 


36. Aéye atr@ Si- 
pwv Iérpos, Kipre, rod 


brayes ; dmexplOn adT@ 
6’ Inoods, “Orov irdyu, 
ov dtvacai mor vOv aKo- 
NovOjoar: VoTepor be aKo- 
AovOyces jor. 

37. Aéye: air@ 6 Ilé- 
Tpos, Kvpre, Start od dv- 
vaual oor dkodovOjoar 
dptt; Thy Wuxnv pov 
vmép cod Ojow- 

38. ’AmexplOn atbr@ 
6 “Inoots, Tiv wuxjy 
gov: vmép éuod Onoes; 
aunv aunyv rAéyw cor, OU 
bn adéktwp pwvjce ews 
ov amapyjon me Tpls. 

1. My rapaccésOw 
buGv 7 Kapdla: micTeveTeE 
els TOv Oedy, Kal els éue 
LOT EVETE. 


John xiii. 36. Simon 
Peter said unto him, 
Lord, whither goest 
thou? Jesus answered 
him, Whither I go, thou 
canst not follow me 
now; but thou shalt 
follow me afterward. 


37. Peter said unto 
him, Lord, why cannot 
I follow thee now? I 
will lay down my life 
for thy sake. 


38. Jesus answered 
him, Wilt thou lay down 
thy life for my sake? 
Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, The cock shall not 
crow, till thou hast de- 
nied me thrice. 


John xiv. 1. Let not 
your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. 


36. And Peter said ta 
Jesus, Whither dost 
thou go? Jesus repliec, 
Thou wilt not be able ta 
follow me, whither I am 
going now: but thou 
wilt follow me later. 


37. And Peter said, 
Why dost thou think 
that I cannot follow 
thee now, whither thou 
goest? I will lay down 
my life for thee. 


38. And Jesus said, 
Thou sayest that thou 
wilt lay down thy life 
for me, but before the 
cock will crow, thou 
wilt deny me thrice. 


1. Do not trouble your- 
selves in your hearts. 
Believe in God, and be- 
lieve in my teaching. 


This discourse is given in John after the holy supper 
and before the seizing of Jesus, consequently it takes 
place in the garden of Gethsemane. 

The life of Jesus is coming to an end. He knows it, 


and the disciples know it. 


The end of the sermon about 


the one true good and about the life which he led accord- 
ing to this teaching, is this, that the world hates him, and 
that they want to kill him, as a criminal dangerous to 


the peace of the 


nation. 
285 


Naturally the disciples are 
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assailed by doubt as to whether the persecution, capital 
punishment, and hatred of the world are the one true 
good, the one true life, given by God to men. How 
are the disciples to be quieted, and their doubts to be 
destroyed? Shall he say that it is only an accidental 
misfortune which has befallen Christ? That he and 
they would be happy on earth, if the evil people were 
not to blame ? 

Shall he say, If I and you suffer misfortune here, 
as the prophets have suffered, we shall be rewarded 
in the next world, after the resurrection ? 

Either might have consoled his disciples; but either 
would be an untruth and a consolation which does not 
result from the teaching. 

And Jesus says neither the one, nor the other, and 
only explains more clearly than before the meaning of 
his teaching, of what he calls the true good, the true life ; 
he explains the meaning of human life, not because he 
thinks so, but because it is such, and there is no other, 
and this forms the contents of the farewell discourse. 


2. Ev rq oikla Tod John ibe? 2. In my 2. heel a dol are 

i Father’s house aremany many different lives. If 

mar pos Mov Hoval rohhal yoonsions.a If it were it were not so, I should 

elovv ef dé wu, eirov av notso,I wouldhayetold have told you, I go to 

buiv: Tropevomat éT OL you. I go ue. prepare a prepare a place for you. 
oat Téroy dir. pu e ee 


(a) These words are most calmly translated by, In my 
Father’s house are many mansions, and this sentence is 
taken to be a metaphor (which is of no use): the follow- 
ing words, If it were not so, I would have told you, are 
taken to be a confirmation of the truth, and the speech 
proceeds, taking the denial to be a confirmation, and in 
general depriving the first three verses of all sense. 

This is what the church says (p. 469): 


In my Father's house are many mansions: Evidently an allegor- 
ical statement. The picture is taken from the magnificent royal 
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palaces of the Eastern lands, in which there are many rooms, not 
only for the kings and heirs to the throne, but also for the royal 
children which, under the peculiar domestic conditions, are very 
numerous in the Kast; or, perhaps, from the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, as the Father’s house upon earth, in the adjoining struc- 
tures of which there were also many apartments (mansions). By 
the picture of this house with the many mansions is meant a 
certain condition, namely, the condition of the Lord’s glory in 
the glory of his heavenly Father, to the participation in which 
glory some day will be called the Lord’s disciples, to whom this 
discourse is addressed. This condition of glory will, naturally, 
appear in a given place, where God manifests his presence and 
glory in a peculiar manner, and where the Lord Jesus abides in 
glory with his glorified body, that is, in heaven, 

Many mansions: Sutticient to place all of you in them. Not 
only Peter will follow the Lord, but also all the disciples, and for 
all there will be sufficient mansions, for there are many of them. 
The word many does not signify a variety of mansions, as though 
the Lord indicated several degrees of blessedness in heaven; he 
only indicates their number (the doctrine of the various degrees 
of blessedness is based on other passages of the New Testament, 
for example, on 1 Cor. xv. 39). 

If it were not so, I would have told you: A new asseveration that 
it is really so, that he told them the truth, so that their hearts 
may not be troubled. 


Reuss entirely evades the- difficulty, and says this 
(Vol. VI, p. 279 and 280): 


Un premier motif de consolation est offert dans la promesse 
que la séparation entre le maitre et les disciples ne durera pas 
éternellement. A un moment donné, il reviendra les prendre. 
pour les conduire la ot il va dés & présent, et ot il veut leur pré- 
parer une place. Quel est ce moment? La plupart des com- 
mentateurs songent a la fin des temps, 4 l’avénement final de 
Christ, & la résurrection universelle. Nous ne saurions nous 
arréter a cette idée, un texte précédent (Chap. xi. 24) nous ayant 
déja fait comprendre qu’au point de vue de la théologie johan- 
nique, ce n’est pas la une consolation suffisante. Mais il y a 
plus. Partout, dans la suite de ce discours, la phrase: je viendrat, 
se rapporte & des faits qui ne sauraient étre reculés jusqu’a 
Vépoque de la parousie finale. L’idée d’un intervalle de sépara- 
tion, & partir‘de la mort de chaque individu, jusqu’au moment de 
la parousie et du jugement dernier, est incompatible avec l’esprit 
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et la tendance des paroles que nous avons sous les yeux, sans 
compter que la notion d’un jugement dernier est un hors-d’ceuvre 
dans un livre de théologie qui place partout ce qu’on pourrait 
appeler le jugement, dans le moment méme ou chaque homme 
accepte ou rejette le salut offert. Si la foi fait passer homme, 
sur cette terre déja, de la mort & la vie, & une vie dite éternelle, 
c’est-h-dire qui ne peut plus étre sujette a une interruption, il est 
évident que la réunion personnelie du croyant a Christ, réunion 
momentanément interrompue par la mort de celui-ci, se fera au 
moment de la mort de celui-la. (Nous ne confondons point ce 
qui est dit ici avec ce que nous lirous au vy. 18.) 

Du reste, ce premier motif de consolation est exposé dans une 
forme tout a fait populaire. Jésus parle de demeures, de places, 
nous pourrions dire de logements, de chambres, qu'il va préparer, 
reteni, pour les siens, dans le vaste domaine ou palais du Pere. 
Dans cette description figurée, on pourra retenir dun coté 
Vassurance que la mort physique ne termine pas l’existence de 
Vhomme (bien que cette assertion tout a fait superflue soit 
probablement étrangére a la pensée de l’auteur), de l'autre 
cété, la conviction que l’individualité des fidéles sauvés sub- 
sistera, ce qui est assez directement indiqué par la pluralité 
des demeures, bien que l’auteur, peut-étre, n’ait pas méme songé 
au panthéisme qu’il combat ici directement. I] n’y a de diffi- 
culté que dans la liaison logique des phrases, si bien que les 
copistes et les éditeurs ont varié le texte pour se tirer d’affaire. 
Nous admettons que la fin du v. 2: C’est que je vais préparer, 
etc., se rattache au v. 1: Ayez foi en moi, et énonce ainsi ce que 
nous avons appelé le premier motif de consolation. Mais, par 
une tournure qui n’a rien d’insolite, ’auteur donne d’avance 
Vexplication qui pouvait étre nécessaire au sujet de la place & 
préparer. Il y a done inversion des éléments de la pensée, 
au point de vue logique, tandis que la rédaction a conservé 
les particules comme elles pouvaient se produire dans l’ordre 
naturel. Pour de pareilles bagatelles on ne devrait pas chercher 
querelle & un auteur & qui la syntaxe grecque n’est pas trop 


familiére. 

And yet these words have a very definite and simple 
significance. It says, In the house of my Father, that is, 
in the world of God, év tm ota rob matpds. The word 
povai is only twice used in the Gospel. In the other 
discourse it says, He who loves me and fulfils my teach- 


ing, in him abide wovai, the Father and Jesus, Conse- 
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quently moval is the abiding of the spirit, the life of the 


spirit. 


IloAAat means many different, and so these words are 
not metaphorical, but express a deep thought, which is 
evolved in what follows. 

Jesus says, In God’s world the spirit abides in most 


varied manifestations. 


We know the manifestation of 


the spirit in the living man, but I am dying, going out 
of the life we know of, and my spirit will live somewhere, 
in some new manifestation; and immediately after this 
he says that his spirit will live in his disciples. 

(6) That is, Christ says directly, Abandon the idea 
of the place where you will be in bliss after death: there 


is no such place. 


3. Kal édv mopevde 
kal érowudow buiv Toro, 
mad Epxonar kal mapa- 
AjWoua Wuas mpds éuav- 
Tov: tva, Orou elul eyo, 
kal buels Fre. 

4, Kat drou éya trd- 
yw oldare, kal THY Od0v 
oldate. 

5. Adve: avT@ Owpmas, 
Kipie, otk otdapev sot 
trdyes: Kal m&s duva- 
pela THY Oddv eldévar; 

6. Adyer atr@ 6 In- 
gots, Eydé els 7 600s 
Kal % GAjbera Kal 7 Sw. 
ovdels Epxerar mpos Tov 
matépa, ef pip de euod. 

7. El éyvwxeré pe, kai 
Tov mwarépa you éyvi- 
kere Av Kal dm dpre 
yuwoKere avTov, Kal 
éwpdkare abrov. 

8. Adye: atr@ Pidur- 
mos, Kupue, detfov ucy 
Tov marépa, Kal dpket 
Nytv. . 
9. Aéye air@ 6 In- 
gots, Tosotrov xpdvov 


John xiv. 3. And if I 
go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come 
again, and receive you 
unto myself;z that? 
where I am, there 
may be also. 


ye 


4, And whither J go ye 
know, and the way ye 
know. 


5. Thomas saith unto 
him, Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the 
way? 

6. Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.¢ 


7. If ye had known me, 
ye should have known 
my Father also: and 
from henceforth ye 
know him, and have 
seen him.@ 


8. Philip saith unto 
him, Lord, shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth 
us.¢ 


9. Jesus saith unto 
him, Have I been so 


3. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place, I will come 
back, and will take you 
with me, that where I 
am, you may be also. 


4, And whither I go, 
you know, and you know 
the way. 


5. And Thomas said to 
him, Sir, we do not know 
whither thou goest; how 
can we know the way? 


6. Jesus said to him, I 
am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no one 
comes to the Father, but 
by me. 


7. If you know me, you 
know also the Father, 
and now you will know 
him and see him. 


8. Ehilip said to him, 
Sir, show us the Father, 
and we shall be con- 
tented. 


9. And Jesus said to 
them, I have been so 
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ped’ dudy elu, Kal ov« 
éyvaxds we, Pikurme; 6 
ewpaKas €ue ewpake TOv 
marépa: kal rs od dé- 
yeis, Aettov uty rov 
warépa ; 

10. O¥ mucrevers Se 
éy® év T@ warpl, Kal 6 
marnp év éuol dott; Ta 
phuara & eyo hah@ bucv, 
dw éuavtod o} Aad@ 6 
dé marnp 6 év éuol mé- 
VOY, AUTOS TOLEL TH Epya. 

Ll. Weoreveré woe bre 
éyw év T@ marpl, Kal 6 
marnp év éuol értiv: et 
6é uh, Oud Ta Epya atta 
misTeveTé or. 

12. ’Auhy duhv Méyw 
butv, ‘O miorevwy eis 
ewe, Ta Epya & ey Tod 
KaKelvos Toupee, Kal jel- 
fova TovTwy moijoes: bre 
éyo mpos tov marépa 
fou Tropevomar. 

13. Kal 6 re dy airh- 
onre €v TO dvduarl jou, 
TovTo Toinow: iva doka- 
oOn 6 marhp ev 7@ vis. 


14. ’Edv re airhonre 
év 7@ dvbuart pov, eye 
TOLnow. 

15. “Hay dyararé pe, 
Tas éyTohds Tas éuds 
THPHTATE. 

16. Kal éya épwriow 
Tov mwarépa, Kal d&ddov 
mapakAnrov duboe vcr, 
va pévyn wed’ tudv els 
Tov aldva, 

17. Td mvedua ris 
adnbelas, 6 6 Kdcuos od 
Ovvarat aBervy, Bre ov 
Oewpet ard, obdé yivd- 
oKer atts: buets dé yi 
vadoxere avTd, bri rap 
tyiv wéver, Kal ev duty 
éorat. 


long time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? he that hath 
seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how sayest 
thou then, Shew us the 
Father? f 


10. Believestg thou not 

that 1am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? 
the words that I speak 
into you I speak not of 
myself: but the Father 
that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works. 


11. Believe me that I 
am in the Father, and 
the Father in me: or 
else believe me for the 
very works’ sake. 


12. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater 
works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto 
my Father.” 


13. And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified 
in the Son.t 


14. If ye shall ask any 
unig in my name, f will 
oO it. 


15. If ye love me, keep 
my commandments. 


16. And I will pray the 
Father,y and he shall 
give you another* Com- 
forter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; 


17, Even the Spirit of 
truth; whom the world 
cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him; but ye 
know hini; for he dwell- 
eth with you, aad shall 
be in you.! 
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long a time with you 
and yet thou dost not 
understand my teach- 
ing, Philip. He who 
sees me sees the Father; 
how, then, dost thou say, 
Show me the Father? 


10. Dost thou not com- 
prehend that Iam in the 
Father, and the Father 
in me? The words 
which I speak 1 do not 


speak of myself: the 
Father who is in me 
does the works. 

ll. Believe in my 


teaching, that I am in 
the Father, and the 
Father in me; or else, 
by my works will you 
comprehend my teach- 
ing. 

12, You know your- 
selves that he who be- 
lieves in my teaching 
will live as well as I, and 
even better, for I go to 
my Father. 


13. That is, everything 
which you will wish for 
according to my teach- 
ing, my teaching will 
give you, so that in the 
son will the Father be 
known. 

14. Ana if you ask for 
anything for the com- 
prehension, my teach- 
ing will give it to you. 

15. If you love my 
teaching, keep my com- 
mandments. 


16. And my teaching 
will be an_ intercessor 
before the Father, and 
he will give you another 
protector, who will be 
with you in life, 

17. The spirit of truth, 
which the world cannot 
receive, because it does 
not see it and does not 
know it. But you know 
it, because it is with 
you and in you. 
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18. OvK ddjow duas 
éppavovs’ epxouat mpos 
vuds. 

19. "Exc puxpdv Kal 6 
Kdomos pe ovKéTe Oewpel, 
vuels dé Oewpetré wer bre 
eyo §@, Kal buels fyoe- 
ode. 

20. ’Ev éxelvy 77) Heé- 
p@ yrooetbe vets Sri 
éy@ évT@ tarp pov, kal 
tuets ev euol, Kaya év 
buy. 

21. ‘O éxwy ras év- 
Todds wou Kal Typwy av- 
Tas, €xetvds eoTi 6 aya- 
Tay me 0 Oe ayarayv ye 
ayarnOjoerar bd Tov 
maTpos pov: Kal eyed 
ayaryncw avrov, kal éu- 
gavlow air@ éuavrov. 


18. I will not leave you 
comfortless : I will come 
to you. 


19. Yet a little while, 
and the world seeth me 
no more; but ye see me: 
because I live, ye shall 
live also, 


20. At that day ye shall 
know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you, 


21. He that hath my 
commandments, and 
Keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and 
I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. 
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18, I will not leave you 
as orphans: I stay with 
you. 


19. A _ little while 
longer, and the world 
will not see me; but 
you will see me; for my 
teaching lives, and you 
will live. 


20. At that time you 
will know that I am in 
the Father, and you in 
me, and [ in you. 


21. He who keeps my 
commandments and ob- 
serves them, loves my 
teaching. And he who 
loves my teaching, is 
loved by the Father, 
and T love him, and will 
appear to him. 


(4) pos éwavtev is wanting in many texts. 
(6) «ai means here besides, above, in addition to. Jesus 


says from the very start, Fear nothing, believe in God and 
in my teaching. What will become of us, how we are 
going to live after our death, we cannot know. The life 
in God is very varied and incomprehensible to us. I can- 
not say, as the lawyers do, that I will go to Abraham and 
prepare a place for you there, for that would be a lie. 
This much I can say, that in my life I have shown you 
what to strive after. Thomas asks, What, then, is the 
way of life? 

(c) That 7 has to be translated by my teaching, is 
proved, not only by the demands of the context, but also 
by this, that in John viii. 25 Jesus says in reply to the 
question, Who art thou? I am what I say. 

(d) These words signify that Jesus now explains to 
them in the most intelligible manner possible what he 
calls the Father. 

(¢) Philip thus understood the words of Jesus, and 
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said, Yes, what will make us understand thy teaching 
will convince us that there is a Father. Let us see him. 

(f) It is impossible to see-the Father. The Father is 
visible only in the son. 

(g) Here the word mucrevm may be, indeed, rendered 
by the word believe, but better by the word grasp. 

() He will do in the world more than I, for he will 
live, while I am dead. 

(i) To do works like me, to liwe like me means to live 
Sreely, having everything which you wish. 

(j) cal éyo épwrncw tov tatépa, and I will ask the 
Father. This expression is translated as though it means 
that Jesus will ask the Father, and to this verb in the 
future tense is ascribed the whole quasi-Christian myth- 
ology. But it is impossible to understand these words in 
such a manner. 

This is what the church says (p. 479): 


I will pray the Father: An humble expression of the Lord’s 
relations to his Father, as the intercessor of the redeemed 
brethren in the flesh. Marvel not at his saying, I will pray the 
Wather, for he does not pray like a slave; but, in order to assure 
his disciples that the consoling Spirit will certainly come to 
them, he condescends to them, and says, I will pray the Father. 
I will pray, he says, that they may not regard him as an adver- 
sary of God, and as speaking for the sake of some other power. 


(k) Instead of me, the man, Jesus, my teaching, my 
spirit. 

(2) weévn, in the present ; oraz is in many texts also in 
the present. Only from the undefinable meaning which 
is given to 70 mvedpa Ths adnOeias, Holy Ghost, can we 
understand why these verbs are changed into and trans- 
lated as futures. This transformation shows why éyo 
€pwTjow in the previous verse is of importance. The 
meaning is that the Father will give you a comforter, 
the spirit of truth, which is already in you, 
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One would think that nothing could be simpler and 
clearer. Jesus, speaking of his death, of his going away, 
consoles his disciples. He says that besides the life in 
the flesh there is the life of the spirit in the Father, 
that the Father is living in every man who does his will, 
and so, going away from the world, Jesus will live in 
those who will observe his teaching about the life in the 
Father. And for those who will keep his teaching he, 
Jesus, will be the comforter, in the spirit. 

This is what the church says (p. 479): 


Shall give you another Comforter: Or intercessor, advocate, de- 
fender, —a word used only in this speech of the Lord and in the 
first epistle of John (ii. 1). Saying another (that is, besides me), 
the Lord evidently apples to himself the appellation of com- 
forter, and St. John actually calls him directly by this name; but 
by this word another the Lord distinguishes him from himself, as 
another person. “ Saying another, Christ points to the distinction 
of the hypostasis; and saying Comforter, to the unity of the 
essence” (Chrys.). This is the third person of the worshipful 
Trinity, the Holy Ghost who proceedeth from the Father. 





On the word dAXos, which it is impossible not to use 
when speaking of Christ as the comforter, but in another 
form, not in the carnal integument, but in the spirit, on 
this word they build up a dogma about Jesus and the 
spirit being one and the same, and yet not one and 


the same. 
This is what Reuss says (Vol. VIL, pp. 285 and 286): 


Le troisieme motif de consolation, c’est la promesse de l’assis- 
tance du saint esprit. Le saint esprit est désigné ici et dans quel- 
ques autres passages (Chap. xiv. 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7) par un nom 
qui ne se rencontre pas dans les autres livres du Nouveau 
Testament, mais qui est également appliqué a Jésus (ici méme, 
et 1 Jean ii. 1), et dont il importe de fixer le sens. Le verbe 
dont dérive le mot de Paraclet est fréquemment employé par les 
auteurs sacrés dans le sens de consoler, exhorter, instruire. Aussi 
bien ces diverses significations ont-elles été tour & tour proposées 
pour déterminer la valeur du substantif. Celle qui a prévalu 
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anciennement, c’est le consolateur, ce-~qui va assez bien avec le 
présent contexte; le docteur se recommande surtout au v. 26 de 
notre chapitre; on l’appliquerait aussi tres-facilement aux autres 
passages de notre livre qui viennent d’étre cités. Enfin le pas- 
sage de l’épitre a fait préférer a d’autres traducteurs le mot défen- 
seur, dans le sens juridique. L’étymelogie et la forme du terme 
grec nous feront rejeter les deux premieres interprétations, et 
adopter celle par le mot latin advocatus, c’est-a-dire quelqu’un qui 
est appelé pour assister un autre dans une action judiciaire. Hn 
examinant bien tous les passages ot. le mot se.trouve, cette der- 
niére expression frangaise paraitra sans doute la plus acceptable, 
puisquw’apreés tout il en faut une qui aille & tous les textes Celle 
de défenseur ne va nullement & ceux de l’évangile, ott les disciples, 
certes, ne sont pas représentés comme des accusés. L’assistant 
pourra tour a tour, et selon le besoin du moment, conseiller, con- 
soler, instruire ou défendre. i 

Cet assistant est le saint esprit ; qui est appelé ici l’esprit de 
vérité, parce que la vérité, qui est essentiellement en Dieu, 
ne peut arriver & homme que par cet intermédiaire; ce qui se 
comprendra surtout, si l’on veut se rappeler que la verité, dans la 
terminologie de notre livre, n’est pas seulement tout ce qui tient 
4 Villumination de lintelligence, mais encore tout ce qui se rap- 
porte a la sanctification de la volonté. En général, toutes les 
forces dont le chrétien a besoin, pour son propre avancement 
spirituel et pour celui de l’ceuvre de Dieu dans le monde, & la- 
quelle il est appelé 4 travailler, lui viennent de l’esprit saint. A 
cet égard, on ne saurait assez élargir le cercle de cette notion qui 
est ’une des plus fondamentales dans la théologie évangélique. 
Kn revanche, nous écartons explicitement deux éléments acces- 
soires de cette doctrine, qui ont eu le privilége de préoccuper la 
théologie officielle presque exclusivement: la thése de la person- 
nalité du saint esprit (que l’on trouvera traitée au long dans 
Histoire de la théologie apostolique, Livre VII., Chap. 12), et celle 
de linfaillibilité des apétres, qui est une conception absolument 
étrangére au Nouveau Testament et d’autant moins nécessaire ici 
que la promesse s’adresse & tous les chrétiens, 

La communication de Vesprit a pour prémisse et condition : 
1° qu’on voie et connaisse les choses de Dieu, 2° qu’on garde les 
commandements de Christ. L’une comme Vautre condition ne 
peut étre remplie que 14 ot l’on eroit, c’est-A-dire o& l’on est en 
communion avec le Verbe révélateur, ce qui a été dit maintes 
fois dans les textes précédents. La séparation du monde et des 
fidéles, existant déja pour d’autres causes, se constatera et se con- 
solidera donc encore dans ce nouveau rapport. 
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Why mvedpua Ths adnGevas means a Holy Ghost, when 
it says directly that this paraclete, that is, the advocate, 
is the spirit of truth and also the teaching of Jesus, in 
which there is one way, truth, and life, remains com- 
pletely incomprehensible. There are church interpreta- 
tions which it is possible to reject, because they are based 
on some false foundation ; but this is one of those inter- 
pretations which cannot be overthrown, as it is impos- 
sible to understand on what it is based. 


John xiv, 22. Judas 22. And Judas, not Is- 


22. Aéyer ait@ ’Tov- 


das, odx 6 “Ioxapierns, 
Kupee, th yéyovey 8re 
nyiv méedres eupavigerv 
geavTov, Kal odxl TO 
KO My ; 

23. ’Amexpl0n 6 “In- 
cots kal eimev att@, Edy 
Tis Gyama me, TOV Ovyor 
poouTnphce, Kal 0 waTip 
pou ayamrnce avrov, Kal 
mpos avrov édevodbueba. 
kal povyv map avT@ 
TOLNTOMEV. 

24. ‘O ph ayarGy pe 
Tovs Néyous pov ov T pet: 
kal 6 NOyos Ov dakoveTe 
ovK €oruv éuos, ANG TOU 
méuwavrTds we warpos. 


saitn unto him, not Is- 
cariot, Lord, how is it 
that thou wilt manifest 
thyself unto us, and not 
unto the world? 


23. Jesus answered 
and said unto him, If a 
man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, 
and we will come unto 
him, and make _ our 
abode with him.« 


24. He that loveth me 
not keepeth not my say- 
ings: and the word 
which ye hear is not 
mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me. 


cariot, said tohim, Why, 
sir, dost thou want to 
manifest thyself to us, 
and not)to all? 


23. And Jesus replied 
to him, He who loves 
me, fulfils my teaching; 
and my Father will love 
him, and we shall come 
to him, and shall abide 
in him. 


24, He who does not 
love me, does not keep 
my words. My word is 
not mine, but the Fa- 
ther’s who has sent me. 


(a) poviy Tap avT@ Tonooper, will make owr abode in 


ham. 


There are different abodes in the Father’s house: 


the abode in the human life, and in God. Jesus, upon 
going to the Father, says that he will come outside his 
carnal integument to be a comforter and to live in the 
soul of him who will fulfil his teaching. 


In reply to Judas’s question why he wiil not appear to 
all, Jesus says that he can appear only to those who love 
him and, loving him, fulfil his teaching. 

In this place Jesus rejects outright, as in many other 
places, the crude conception of the resurrection. He says 
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of his spirit that it will appear to him who will love it 
and will keep the commandments. 


will Jesus not die, and make his appearance. 


Only in this sense 


And he 


will not appear alone, but with his Father, and will take 
up his abode in the soul of him who will love him. 


25. Taira XedadnKa 
duiv map vpiy pévav 


26. ‘O dé rapakdynTOos, 
7d Ilvedua 7d "“Aywov 8 
méuyer 0 maThp ev TP 
évduart wou, éxetvos Vuas 
dvddée mavra, Kal vro- 


pvhce was mavTa & 
elrov vty. 
27. Elpnyny adinuc 


bpiv, elpnynv thy éunv 
bldwue Yutv: od Kabas 6 
Kkoopos Oldwow, éya di- 
dwur vuly. wh Tapac- 
céoOw vuadv h kapdla, 
bende OetiaTw. 

28. ’Hrovcare dri eyed 
elrov bytv, ‘Trdyw kal 
épxouat mpds vuas. el 
wyamwaré we, Exdpnre av 
8rcelrov, Iopevowar pos 
Tov matépa’ Ort 0 TaTHp 
pov pelfwy ov él. 


(a) In many texts Holy Ghost is wauting. 


John «xiv. 25. These 
things have I spoken 
unto you, being yet pres- 
ent with you. 

26. But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy 
Ghost,e whom the Fa- 
ther will send in my 
name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all 
things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you. 


27. Peace? I leave with 
you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I 
unto you, Let not your 
heart be troubled, nei- 
ther let it be afraid. 


28. Ye have heard how 
I said unto you, I go 
away, and come again 
unto you. If ye loved 
me, ye would rejoice, be- 
cause I said, I go unto 
the Father: for my Fa- 
ther is greater than I. 


25. This did I say, 
while I was still with 
you. 


26. And the interces- 
sor, whom the Father 
will send in my place, 
will teach you every- 
thing, and will remind 
you of everything which 
I told you. 


27. I will leave you 
restfulness; not such as 
men give do I give you: 
let not your heart be 
troubled, and do not 
lose courage. 


28. You have heard me 
say to you: I go away, 
and cometo you. Jf you 
love me, you must re- 
joice, for I told you, I 
unite with the Father, 
for the Father is greater 
than I. 


Jesus says, 


I, being a man, like you, cannot say everything, but the 
spirit of truth, which is from the Father, will be in you: 


it will tell. 


(b) e¢pjvn must not be translated by peace, as in Luke, 
Did not bring peace on earth, but by restfulness, which 


the knowledge of the truth gives. 


Why Reuss translates 


and the church explains it as, I bid you farewell, would 
be unintelligible, if everything which precedes were in- 


telligible. 
ficulty. 


The translation is only a way out of a dif- 
It is necessary in one way or other to translate 
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the words which make no definite sense, and they are 
translated as though the whole discourse were a useless 
jumble of words. 


The discourse began with this, that they ought not to 
be troubled by his death. In the middle of the discourse 
we get an explanation why it is said that he will unite 
with the Father, and that the Father lives in those who 
love him and therefore do the will of his Father: for he, 
Jesus, though not living carnally, will live with ‘his 
Father in the soul of him who will fulfil his teaching 
about the filial relation to God. At the end of the 
discourse he says, And so you must not only refrain from 
being grieved by my death, but must also be completely 
at rest, for, if you will fulfil my teaching, you will be, not 
with me alone, but with me and the Father, who will be 
in you. 


John xiv. 29. And now 


29. Kal viv eipnxa 
vutv mply yevérbar iva, 


ray yévnrat, murTev- 
onTe 

30. OvK é@re modu 
Aadjow pb’ tpyadr- 


épxeTar Yap 6 Tov Kéd- 
cpmov TovTou dpywy, Kat 
év éuol ovK éxer ovdév: 
31. “AAX iva yr@e 6 
kéopos Ore ayar® Tov 
marépa, kal KaOds éve- 
TeihaTd por 6 Tarn, 
otrw mow. éyelpecbe, 
dywuev évredvdev. 


I have told you before it 
come to pass,e that, 
when it is come to pass, 
ye might believe. 


30. Hereafter I will not 
talk much with you: for 
the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath noth- 
ing in me. 


31. But that the world 
may know that I iove 
the Father; and as the 
Father gave me com- 
mandment, even so I do. 
Arise, let us go hence, 


(2) That is, my death. 


(6) Death. 


(c) Nothing subservient to it. 


29. I have told you be- 
fore it has happened, 
and I tell you now, that 
you may believe when it 
happens. 


30. I have but a little 
while to talk with you, 
for the power of this 
world is near; but in me 
it has nothing. 


31. But that the world 
may know that I love 
the Father; and as the 
Father commanded me, 
so I do. Awaken, and 
let us go out of this 
world. 


The last profound words, which so clearly flow from 
what precedes and weld with what follows, are not 
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understood at all. What they refer to is that some one 
is coming, and Jesus tells his disciples to go away from 
the place where they are. Jesus says that life is in the 
comprehension, and not in the flesh, and so he cannot 
die. And, concluding his speech, he says, Death is com- 
ing, but in me there is nothing left which comes under 
its dominion. And that the world may know that the 
true life is the life in the comprehension, in the doing of 
the will of the Father, awaken all from the carnal life 
and come out of it, out cf the care for the life of the 
world.. These words conclude the first part of the dis- 
course, and form the introduction to the second, in which 
Jesus answers Philip’s question, Show us the Father. 
This first part of the discourse, the whole fourteenth 
chapter, is an exposition of what is the visible, carnal 
death. Jesus says that with God (in the house of the 
Father) there are many different manifestations of life, 
and that he, dying carnally, unites with the Father, and 
will return to them as their consoler,—the spirit of 
truth. And so, if they live in the Father, they must not, 
grieve, nor fear, but only rejoice at his uniting with the 
Father, for he unites with them. Even now he feels 
himself liberated from death, and he admonishes them to 
awaken likewise and liberate themselves from death. 


John xv. 1. I¢ am the 1. The comprehension 


1. "Eye elu 4 durre- 


Nos H aAnOuv}, Kal 6 ma- 
Tip wou 6 yewpyds éoTt. 

2. Ildv cvAjua év éuol 
uh pépov Kaprov, atpe 
avré: Kal adv TO Kaprov 
pépov, kabaipe avdro, iva 
thelova kapmrov pépn. 

3. "Hin tyels xabapol 
éore, Oia rév Abyov dv 
AeAGANKA Yury. 

4. Melvare év éyol, 
Kaye év tyuiv. Kabos 7d 
KAjjua od dUvaTar Kapmov 
pépav ad éayrod, édy 


true vine, and my Father 
is the husbandman. 


2. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit, 
he taketh away: and 
every branch that bear- 
eth fruit, he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth 
more fruit. 

3. Now ye are clean 
through the word which 
Ihave spoken unto you. 


4, Abide in me, and I 
in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of it- 
self, except it abide in 
the vine: no more can 


is the true root, and my 
Father is my gardener. 


2. Every shoot in the 
comprehension, which 
bears no fruit, is cut 


off; and every shoot 
which bears fruit is 
cleaned, that it may 


bring forth more fruit. 

3. You are already 
cleaned by the teaching 
which I have taught 
you. 

4. Abide in the com- 
prehension, and the 
comprehension in you. 
And as a shoot cannot 
bring forth fruit of it- 
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uy welvyn ev 7H durédd@: 
oTws ovde duets, Edy uh 
év éuol welvyre. 

5. “Eyo elue  dure- 
dos, vuets Ta KANuaTA. 
0 pévwy év éeuol, Kaya 
év atT@, otros éper 
Kaptov modvv: b7e xwpls 
éuov ov OvUvacbe rovety 
ovdév. 

6. ’Eav uh ris pelvy 
év éuol, €BAHOn Ew ws 
TO KAHMA, Kal eEnpdvOn, 
kal guvdyouo.y a’ra Kal 
els mip Bdddovor, Kal 
kalerat. 

7. "Kav pelvnre év 
éuol, kal Ta phuatd pou 
év duty pelvn, d édv Oé- 
Ayre airnoerbe, Kai ye- 
pngeTar viv. 

8. "Ev rovTw edoédaOn 
Oo TaTHp pou, iva Kapmrov 
modvy pépynre Kal “yevn- 
gece éuol padnral. 


ye, except ye abide in 
me. 


5. I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same 
bringeth torth much 
fruit: for without me 
ye can do nothing, 


6. If a man abide not 
in me, he is cast forth 
as a branch, and is 
withered; and men 
gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and 
they are burned.> 


7. If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. 


8. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples, 
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self, if it is not on the 
root, so are you, if you 
do not abide in the com- 
prehension. 

5. Lhe comprehension 
is the root, you are the 
shoots. He who is in 
the comprehension, and 
the comprehension in 
him, bears much fruit, 
so that nothing can be 
done without the com- 
prehension. 


6. He who does not 
live in the comprehen- 
sion is cut off like a 
shoot, and withers; and 
men gather them into 
heaps, and burn them. 


7. If you will abide in 
the comprehension, and 
my words will abide in 
you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done 
to you, 


8. For in this is the 
decision of my Father, 
that you should bear 
fruit; and then you are 
my disciples. 


(a) I has to be translated here by comprehension, in 
order that what follows may be clear. 

(6) The same idea in the parable of the tares, of the 
husbandman who cleans his threshing-floor. 


The Father decided that only in the comprehension 


can men bear fruit, that is, live fruitfully, that is, eter- 
nally, and receive everything they desire, that is, be 
satisfied. The one true life is the life in the comprehen- 
sion: it alone bears fruit and is not destroyed. As a 
branch can live only on the root, so only on the compre- 
hension can there be life. The root of the life of men is 
the comprehension, as expressed by Jesus. Outside of it 
there is no life. He who does not live on the root is cut 
off and perishes. Only when you will be one with me 
and will fulfil my commandments, will you live, and 
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only then, in the name of the true life, will everything 
you ask for be given to you, for God the Father has 
determined that only the wishes which are based on the 
comprehension of men can be fulfilled. Only by living 
in the spirit is man free and always satisfied. Only he is 


my disciple. 


9. Kades aydrnoé ue 
6 waThp, Kayo Hyanrynca 
tas: pelvare ev TH 
aydryn TH evn. 

10. "Eav ras évrodds 
pov TnPHoNTE, meverre Ev 
Th aydry pour Kaduws 
éy® Tas évrodds TOU 
marpos pov TETIPHKA, 
kal pévw atrod év TH 
ayary. 

11. Tatra AedadnKa 
bpiv, va ) Kapa Hh éuy 
év buiv pelvn, Kal) Xapa 
buav wrnpwO7. 

12. Atrn éoriy 7 év- 
TOAH 7 Eun, Wa ayanare 


John xv. 9. As the 
Father hath loved me, 
so have I loved you: 
continue ye in my love.¢ 


10. If ye keep my com- 
mandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even 
as I have kept my 
Father’s command- 
ments, and abide in his 
love.? 


11. These things have 
I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy 
might be full. 

12. This is my com- 
mandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have 


9. As the Father has 
loved me, so I loved you. 
Live by my love. 


10. If you keep my 
commandments, you 
live by my love. Even 
so I have kept my 
Father’s command- 
ments, and live by his 
love. 


11. This I have told 
you that my blessedness 
might remain in you, 
and that your blessed- 
ness might be fulfilled. 


12. My commandment 
is that you should love 


one another, as I have 


adAjdous, Kabws Hyd- loved you. 


US loved you.¢e 
AnTa vas. 

(a) The following seven verses are nothing but an 
elucidation of the parable of the root. Verse 16, which 
says that you will bear fruit, points to this. Verses 9 
and 10, where the same expressions peivate év are re- 
peated, are only an explanation of Verses 4—6, where it 
says that only that shoot will bring forth fruit, which 
petvn év TH apTédrAw. Jesus says, The Father, the gar- 
dener, has loved me, the root, and I have loved you, the 
shoots on me, and you live by this love, and act with 
the same love toward all the shoots on you. 

(6) The present life consists only in love. 
from love and is continued through love. 

(c) Jesus said before that his commandment is the love 
for one another; but now, making use of the comparison 


It proceeds 
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of the vine, he explains why it is so. He says that the 
begiuning of life is the love of the Father. The Father 
loving the world, gave his son, the comprehension, to it. 
Jesus calls himself the comprehension, and says that the 


comprehension is love. 


13. Melfova ravrns 
dydarny ovdels Exe, iva 
Tis Thy Yuxhy abrod O7 
Umép TOY dirwy avTov. 

14. ‘Yuets Pidor mov 
éoré, é€dv mowmte boa 
éyw évré\dopar vucv. 

1d. Ovdkére tyds heya 
dovAous, Ere 6 Soddos ovK 
olde Ti Trowel atrod 6 Kv- 
pis’ vuas dé elpnka 
glirous, 8re madvra & 
xovoa mapa Tov ma- 
Tpbs wou éyvwpica vpiv. 

16. Ovx tpets pe e&e- 
rAdEacbe, ANN eye éEede- 
Edunv buds, Kal €0nKa. 
buds, wa byels vraynre 
kal kaprov pépnre, Kal 
6 kapros budy wévyn: iva 
6 Te dv airjonre rov 
matépa é€v T@ dvouarl 
pov, O@ duty. 

17. Tatra évréX\Xopar 
vutv, tva ayamrare addH- 
ous. 


John xv. 13. Greater 
love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay 
down his life for his 
friends.¢ 

14. Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I 
command you. 


15. Henceforth I call 
you not servants; for 
the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: 
but. I have called you 
friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my 
Father I have made 
known unto you.® 


16. Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should 
remain: that whatso- 
ever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he 
may give it you. 


17. These things I 
command you, that ye 
love one another. 


13. The truest love is 
to lay down one’s life 
for those one loves. 


14. You are loved b 
me, if you do what 
command you. 


y 
I 


15. I do not regard you 
as slaves, for the slave 
does not know what the 
master does; but I re- 
gard you as friends, for I 
have explained to you 
everything which I 
know from my Father. 


16. You (the shoots) 
have not chosen me, but 
I have sent you forth 
and placed you in such 
a way that you can grow 
and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit may 
remain, that whatever 
you may ask of the 
Father, living by me, he 
may give you. 


17. This I command 
you, Love one another. 


(a) As Jesus did in respect to Judas. 
(b) Jesus says that he does not command, but that he 


explains everything which he knows, that life is the work 
of the Father’s love, and so life is love. 


In this chapter, Verses 1-17, we really find the an- 
swer to Philip’s request, Show us the Father, and that 
awakening from the carnal life, to which Jesus calls men 
at the end of the previous chapter. Jesus says that the 
Father is that invisible gardener who cleans the root and 
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the shoots which bear fruit. But the life of the shoots 
is the comprehension. It is the same thought as in the 
parables of the sower and the talents. But here Jesus 
says also what was said in the discourse with Nicodemus. 
He says that the source of this hfe is love. The Father 
loves those shoots, or does good to those shoots, which 
bring forth fruit. Even so the root does good, feeding the 
shoots which bring forth fruit. But to bear fruit means 
to keep the commandments, the will of the Father. And 
the will of the Father is that the root should love, foster, 
feed the shoots. Consequently, to bring forth fruit means 
to do good, to love. And so the commandment of both 
the Father and Jesus is to love one another, to do one 
another good. Here we find expressed in the name of 
Jesus what was said in the introduction, in the first 
chapter of John: No man knows God. God gave in the 
beginning his son, the comprehension, to the world, and 
everything living, life, is only the comprehension. If it 
were not for this action of God, there would be no life. 
Everything we love is life; everything we do not love, 
which we fear, is death. Consequently, the gift of life is 
the gift of good. The gift of good we understand as a 
fruit of love. If the cause of life is love, then by return- 
ing to the cause we return to the one, true life. 

In order that we may the more clearly understand this 
conception of life by Jesus, we must oppose to it the cus- - 
tomary comprehension of life. The customary compre- 
hension is like this: Ever since I know myself I live, and 
I know nothing but my earthly life with all its joys 
and sorrows. Life and joys are good, and death and 
sufferings are bad. I will make use of the joys and of 
life, and will avoid suffergs and death.. Life is good; 
death is not only bad, but even senseless. I live and 
know no other good than life. Wherefore, then, is death ? 
Life there must be,— it is mine, I have a right to it 
Death is something foreign to me, some violence from 
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without. I live according to my right, lawfully, ration- 
ally, well; and what is illegal, stupid, cruel, is that some- 
one is taking this hfe from me. It would have been 
better if it had not been given to me, since it is taken 
from me so cruelly. 

Such is the customary comprehension of life, in the 
place of which Christ furnishes another. He does not 
justify death, does not do what the false religions do, 
does not try to assure people that after the carnal death 
something particular will take place. He says, You must 
direct your thought to this, that your life is not only not 
a natural phenomenon, but the most remarkable miracle 
that can exist and one that must have some explanation. 
Your false view and your terror before death are due to 
this, that you take the most remarkable miracle, the 
consequence of something, for a natural, fundamental 
phenomenon. You speak that remarkable absurdity that 
the most miraculous thing on earth, your momentary life 
after an eternity of death and before just such an eternity, 
is a most simple, lawful, comprehensible phenomenon. 
Naturally death will after this appear incomprehensible 
to you. He says, On the contrary, it is not death, the 
absence of life, in which you were, not eternity, which is 
incomprehensible to you, but life, and we must under- 
stand it in some manner. Or else you are like labourers 
in somebody else’s garden, and like children of the 
labourers, born in somebody else’s garden, who for some 
reason imagine that the garden with the apple-trees and 
wells and houses came of itself and belongs to you. 
Naturally you will be surprised, when the master comes 
and demands an account of you or drives you away. 

Jesus says, You, men, remember first of all that you 
did not exist before and would not exist if it were not for 
something. But you imagine thav you have been living 
eternally, appeared of your own will. You imagined this, 
and thus imagined an untruth, and so it seems so cruel and 
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stupid to you, when you are driven out; but this seems 
so cruel to you only because you have not considered 
what your life is and whence it comes. Remember that 
you were not before, that you did not live, that is, there 
was with you what you are most afraid of, what you call 
evil, — you were in death. Something brought you out 
of this condition, something gave you the highest good. 
So understand this something, and turn to it, and ask 
yourselves what this something is which gave you the 
highest good. Judging by yourselves, you know that 
the good is given only through love, or else you do not 
understand the good. Now who loves you and gave 
you this good? Something or somebody did it. _What- 
ever it may be that did it, what did it is stronger than 
you, and in it is all your life. So can we not in some 
way unite with this principle? And here Jesus teaches 
that this principle gave the good, and sois love. And this 
principle is in us, as love, and, by giving ourselves over 
to this principle, we live and do not die. 


Ep. of John wv. 7. Beloved, let us love one another; for love 
is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and know- 
eth God. 

8. He that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for God is love. 

11. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another. 

12. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

20. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar : for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen ? 


18. Bi é Koo pos buas John av. 18. If the 18. If the world hates 


pucel, yuvokere Sre eue 
TpATov vudv pweuionkev. 

19. El ék rod xécpou 
hre, 6 Kdopmos dy 76 dior 
éptrer: Ste Se ex Tod 
kéouov ovKk éoré, AXN 
éyo étedetdunv buds éx 


world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before 
it hated you. 


19. If ye were of the 
world, the world would 
love his own; but be- 
cause ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, 


you, know that it hated 
me before, and still 
hates me. 


19. If you were of the 
world, the world would 
love its own; but you 
are not of the world, for 
I have separated you 
from the world, and so 
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700 Kéopov, &a TodTo 
poet VUES O Kodo pos, 

20. Mvnpovevere rod 
Nébyou ob eye elroy byir, 
Ov« ~rre dSodros pelfwv 
TOU kuplou avrov. el éue 
Edlwéav, kal Yuds disEov- 
ow: ef Tov NOYor mou 
érhpyncay, kal Tov buére- 
pov Tnphooverv. 

21. “AN\Aa ~~ Taira 
TAVYTA Torjcovow vty 
Oia TO dvoud pov, OTe ovK 
oldacr Tov méuavTd me. 


Jesus says that 
ple. 


therefore the world 
hateth you. 
20. Remember the 


word that I said unto 
you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord. 
If they have persecuted 
me, they will also perse- 
cute you; if they have 
kept my saying, they 
will keep yours also. 


21. But all these things 
will they do unto you 
for my name’s sake, be- 
cause they know not 
him that sent me, 
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the whole world hates 
you. 


20. Remember the 
words which I told you, 
The slave is not greater 
than his master. If they 
have persecuted me, 
they will persecute you 


also. If you keep my 
word, they will keep 
yours also. 


21. But all this they 
will do to you for my 
comprehension, for they 
do not know him that 
sent me. 


we must marvel at the malice of peo- 


This malice is directed against the good. 


If people 


do not love the good, how can they love the servants of 


the good ? 
22. Ei py FdOov xal 


é\ddXnoa avbrots, auap- 
tlav ovk elyov: viv dé 
mpipaci ovK €xovor 


wepl THs auapTlas abt Ov. 

23. ‘O éue miody cal 
TOV TATEpa LOoV Micrel. 

24. Hi ra épya pn 
éroinoa év avrots, a ov- 
dels &Xos_ tretrolnkev, 
apaptiav obK eixov: viv 
dé kal Ewpdkac., Kal pme- 
purnKkace kal éué kal Tov 
warépa |v. 

25. "ANN tya md1- 
pwn 6 wise 6 , yerpapi 
pévos év T@ vouw abt dv, 
“Ore éulonacdy pe dw- 
pedv.” 


John xv. 22. If I had 
not come and spoken 
unto them, they had not 
had sin; but now they 
haye no cloak for their 
sin. 


23. He that hateth me 
hateth my Father also. 


24. If I had not done 
among them the works 
which none other man 
did, they had not had 
sin: but now have they 
both seen and hated both 
me and my Father. 


25. But this cometh to 
pass, that the word 
might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law, 
They hated me without 
a cause. 


22. If I had not come 
and spoken to them, 
their errors would not 
be apparent to them; 
but now they have no 
excuse for their error. 


23. He who does not 
love my teaching does 
not love my Father also. 

24. If I had not lived 
among them as no other 
man lived before, their 
error would not be ap- 
parent tothem; but now 
they have seen, “and hate 
both me and the Father. 


25. Thus the word has 
come to pass, that is 
written in their law, 
They hated me without 
a cause, 


Jesus explains that the men of darkness must hate 
the men of light, even because the light will show the 


errors of the men of darkness. 
In their law; 


words, 


Remarkable are here the 
if we need any confirmation of 


the fact that Jesus rejected the law of Moses, these 
words certainly prove it. 
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26. Orav 6€ €dOy 
® mapdkdnTos, Ov éyw 
méuyw vuly mapa Tod 
matpos, TO Ilvetua THs 
ddnbelas 6 mapa Tod ma- 


Tpos éxmopeverar, ékel- 
yos apTupyoe. mepl 
€uov- 


27. Kal ters 6é uap- 
Tupeire, Ore am dapxis 
per’ éuod éore. 

1. Tatra dedddAnka 
vulv, iva py oKavda- 
Aro OATE. 

2.” Aroovvaydryous 
Toujoovo.v wads: aN 
EpxeTat wpa, iva mas 6 
amoxrelvas buds  ddéq 
Aarpelav mpoogéepev. TH 
Oe@. 

3. Kal ratra rojoov- 
ow byiv, bre otk eyvw- 


gav Tov marépa ovde 
épeé. 

4. “AAG Tatra Nedd- 
Anka duly, twa, bray 


Ey 7 Spa, uvnuovednre 
airav, bru éyc elroy 
vuiy: radra dé duty e 
apx 7s ov elroy, dTt ued’ 
DuOY Hun. 


John xv. 26. But when 
the Comforter is come; 
whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall 
testify of me: 


27. And ye also shall 
bear witness, because ye 
have been with me from 
the beginning. 

John avi. 1, These 
things have I spoken 
unto you, that ye should 
not be offended, 

2. They shall put you 
out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, 
that whosoever killeth 
you witli think that he 
doeth God service. 


3. And these things 
will they do unto you, 
because they have not 
known the Father, nor 
me. 


4. But these things 
have I told you, that 
when the time shall 
come, ye nay remember 
that I told you of them. 
And these things I said 
not unto you at the be- 
ginning, because I was 
with you. 
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26. When the inter- 
cessor comes, whoin [ 
will send you from the 
Father, the spirit of 
truth, he will confirm 
my teaching. 


27. And you will con- 
firm that you are by 
principle with me. 


1. This I have told you 
that you should not be 
offended. 


2. They will put you 
out of the assemblies. 
Nay, the time comes 
when every one who kills 
you wil] think that he is 
working for God. 


3. All this will they 
do, because they have 
known neither the Fa- 
ther, nor my teaching. 


4. But I told you this, 
that when the time 
comes you may remem- 
ber what [told you. In 
the beginning I did not 
tell you this, because I 
was with you. 


(a) The words, Which proceedeth from the Father, are 
interpolated and are not found in many texts. 


Men must hate the light, but the spirit of truth will 
show the justice of the teaching of Jesus, and you, the 
disciples, will also show that this teaching is natural to men. 

Remember, he says, that men hate the good, because 
they do not know the Father and the comprehension, and 
so they cannot help hating you. Their hating you is one 


of the signs that you have remained true to me. 


You are 


blessed when they drive you in my name. Men are not 
to blame,-—it must be so, and you must remember it. 
As long as I was with you, I could explain it to you; 
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but soon I will not be with you, and then you must not 
be offended. You will be put out from worshipping and 
they will beat you, assuring people that they are doing it 
for God’s sake; but do not be troubled, and remember 


that I told you so. 


5. Nov 6é brayw pds 
Tov wéuparvTd pe, Kal 
ovdels €& Yudy épwrd pe, 
Ilotv brdyes ; 

6. "ANN bre radra 
AeAdAnKa vulvy, 7) UI 
TemAnpwKey VUaY THY 
Kapdlav. 

7. "ANN eye thy adh- 
Oevav Néyw viv, cuudeé- 
pet vutv iva éya drédOw. 
édy yap mh arédw, 6 
mapakAnros ovK é)ev- 
oeTat mpos buds: éav dé 
Tmopevde, méupw avrov 
mpos vmas: 

8. Kat eddy éxetvos 
éhéyEer Tov Kdopov rept 
auaprlas kal rept duxaco- 
cvvns kal mepi Kpicews. 

9. Ilepl duaprias per, 
Ort ov micTevouvo. eis 
ue: 

10. Tlegt duxarocvvns 
dé, dre pds Tov marépa 
pov vmrdyw, Kal ovK ETL 
Oewpeiré pe: 

11. Tlept dé kploews, 
Br 6 dpxwy Tot Kbopov 
TovTOU KEKpIT aL. 

12. “Erc moddkd exw 
Aéyeev Hiv, ANN od ddva- 
oe Baotrdafvey dpri 

13. “Orav 6€ dO 
éxetvos, TO IIvetiua THs 
adnOelas, ddnyjoe buds 
els Tacayv THY adjnOEav: 
ov yap Nadhoe ad éav- 
Tov, GAN doa dv axovon 
Aadyjoer, kal TA épxdpueva 
Gvayyeret piv. 


John «vi. 5. But now 
I go my way to him that 
sent me; and none of 
you asketh me, Whither 
goest thou?a 


6. But because I have 
said these things unto 
you, sorrow hath filled 
your heart. 


7. Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth; It is ex- 
pedient for you that I 
go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but 
if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. 


8. And when he is 
come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of 
judgment: 


9. Of sin, because they 
believe not on me; 


16. Of righteousness, 
because I go to my Fa- 
ther, and ye see me no 
more; * 


11. Of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this 
world? is judged. 


12. I have yet many 
things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them 
now. 

13. Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you 
into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of him- 
self; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew 
you things to come,¢ 


5. Now I go away to 
him who sent me, and 
nobody asks me, Whither 
dost thou go? 


6. But when I have 
said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your 
heart. 


7. But I tell you the 
truth: it is useful for 
you that I goaway. If I 
do not go away, the in- 
tercessor will not come 
to you: but if I go away, 
he will come to you. 


8. He will come, and 
there will appear for 
men error, and right- 
eoushess, and condem- 
nation. 

9. The error is, that 
they have not believed 
in my teaching. 


10. The righteousness 
is in this, that I lead to 
the Father, and that 
they have not under- 
stood my teaching. 


11, And the condemna- 
tion is in this, that 
death is condemned, 


12. Though I should 
like to tell you many 
things now, you cannot 
understand them. 

13. But when the spirit 
of truth comes, he will 
show you the path to all 
truth; for he will not 
speak of himself; but 
whatever he will hear, 
that he will speak, and 
announce to you in any 
case, 
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14, ’Exetvos éuée doéd- 
cet, bre €k TOU Euod AH- 
erat, Kal dvayycrer 
bucv. 

15. Idvra boa exer 6 
mathp, ¢ud €or did 
trovro elmov, btu ék TOU 
éuod AjnWerat, Kal avay- 


14. He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you. 


15. All things that the 
Father hath¢ are mine: 
therefore said 1, that he 
shall take of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you. 
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14. He will judge just 
as I do, for he will take 
of mine, and will an- 
nounce it. 


15. All that the Father 
is,is mine; therefore I 
said that he will take of 
mine, and will announce 
it to you. 


yenre? vucv. 


(a) Before this (John xiv. 5) Thomas said that we 
cannot know the way. Jesus showed him the way of 
suffering, and now no one asks about the path. 

(b) The prince of the world means death. 

(c) épyeueva, the going, the subsequent events. 

(d) éyo I translate by to be, to mean. 


Verses 48 of Chapter XV. to 16 of Chapter XVI. of 
John form the third part of the discourse. ; 

In the first Jesus says what death means to him. He 
says that he will not die, but will live as the comprehen- 
sion in those who fulfil his teaching. In the second part 
he speaks of what the Father and what the comprehension 
are, and that the commandment of the Father and the 
comprehension is to love one another. Now, in the third 
part, Jesus says that this comprehension is not accepted 
by the world and will not at once be accepted by the 
world, and that he will be persecuted, and that it cannot 
be otherwise. And so he shows them the way to the 
Father, and they are grieved; but he tells them the truth, 
—— there is no other comforter than truth, — that he him- 
self, Jesus, as the spirit of truth, will live in those who 
are chosen. It is better for you that I should die, and 
that the spirit of truth should come. This spirit of truth 
will convince the world that the truth is only in the filial 
relation to the Father, that the flesh is powerless. Even 
though I have something to say, I cannot do go, but the 
spirit of truth (I myself in the spirit) will reveal every- 
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thing to you, and will reveal to you in all circumstances 


of life. 


He will not tell you anything new, but the same 


as I tell you, — of your filial relation to God. 


16. Muxpdv kal ov 
Oewpetré pe, Kai made 
puxpov kat bperGE we, STL 
éya Urayw mpos TOV Ta- 


Tépa. 
17. Eiroy ody ék rap 
pabytr av avrov mpos 


adAndous, Th ors TodTo 
6 Neyer Nuty, Mexpdv Kal 
ov Oewpetré je, Kal waduy 
puuxpov Kal dWerbe we; 
kal, “Ore ey trdyw 
pos Tov warépa; 

18. "Edeyor ody, Tod- 
To Th éotiv 6 Eyer, TO 
puxpdv; ovK oldamev rh 
Aade?. 

19. "Eyre ody 6 "In- 
gots dre HOedov avrov 
épwrdy, kai eirev abrois, 
Tlepi rovrou fnretre wer’ 
adAjwy, STe elrov, Mi- 
Kpov kal od Oewperré pe, 
kal mddiy puKxpov Kal 
bperbE pe; 

20. “Aphy duny Néyw 
tucty, Ore KdNavoere Kal 
Opnvjcere wpets, 6 5€ 
Kéopos xapyoerar vpels 
dé AuTNOhcerbe, ANN F 
Urn vay els xapav 
YVEVHTET AL. 

21. ‘H- yur) brapv 
TUTYH, AUIny exe, STL 
HrOev Spa abrjs: brav 
6é yevynon To matdlov, 
ovK €TL puynuoveder THS 
Orbpews, dia THY Xapar, 
Sri éyevvnOn advOpwros 
eis TOV KOc MoV. 

22. Kal wuets ody dv- 
wy wey vov hee wad 
dé bYouas buds, Kal xa- 


John xvi, 16. A little 
while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a 
little while, and ye shall 
see me, because I go to 
the Father. 


17. Then said some of 
his disciples among 
themselves, What is 
this that he saith unto 
us, A little while, and 
ye shall not see me: and 
again, a little while, and 
ye shall see me: and, 
Because I go to the 
Father? 


18. They said there- 
fore, What is this that 
he saith, A little while? 
we cannot tell what he 
saith. 


19. Now Jesus knew 
that they were desirous 
to ask him, and said un- 
to them, Do ye inquire 
among yourselves of 
that I said, A little 
while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a 
little while, and ye shall 
see me? 


20. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, That ye shall 
weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice; 
and ye shall be sorrow- 


ful, but your sorrow 
shall be turned into 
joy. 


21. A woman when she 
is in travail hath sor- 
row, because her hour 
is come: but as soon as 
she is delivered of the 
child, she remembereth 
no more the anguish, for 
joy that a man is born 
into the world. 


22. And ye now there- 
fore have sorrow: but I 
will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, 


16. At times you will 
not see me for a little 
while; and again you 
will see me for a little 
while, because I shall go 
to the Father. 


17. And the disciples 
said among themselves, 
What does this mean 
which he says, You will 
not see me, and again 
you will see me, because 
I go to the Father? 


18. And they said, 
What does this mean, It 
will be, it will not be? 
We do not know what 
he says. 


19. Jesus saw that they 
wanted to ask him, and 
said to them, You are 
trying to make out what 
T said, You will not see 
me, and again you will 
see me. 


20. You know _ your- 
selves that you will weep 
and lament, but the 
world will rejoice; you 
will be sorrowful, but 
your sorrow will be 
turned into joy. 


21, A woman when she 
is in child labour is sor- 
rowful, when her hour 
has come; but as soon 
as the child is born, she 
does not remember the 
pains for joy that a man 
is born into the world. 


22, And so you. will 
have sorrow; but I will 
see you again, and your 
heart will rejoice, and 
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phoeTar ud H Kapdla, 
kal THY xXapav tap 
ovdels alpe ag’ vuay- 
23. Kal év éxelvy 77 
Heepae €ue odK EpwryoeTe 
ovdév. ’Apmipy auhv éyw 
buiv, Ore boa ay alry- 
ante Tov Tmatépa év TH 


dvouarl pov, dwoer duty. 


24. “Ews dpte ovK 
jrhoare ovdev ev TH 
dvouarl pou alretre, Kal 
Ajwerbe, va ) Xap 
budv n mwemdnpwuevy. 

25, Tatra év mapo.- 
plas AeAdAnKa vty 
GXN Epyxerar dpa Ore ovK 
ere év rapoumiars Naknow 
duty, ada woppnola me- 
pi To marpds avayyeh@ 
Upty. 

26. ’Ep éxelyy 7H Hue 
pa év T@ dvduarl pou 
airnoerbe: kat od éyw 
buiv bre eyo é€pwrjow 
Tov marépa mepl var 

27. Adrés yap 6 ma- 
Thp pirel duds, Ore vpets 
éue mepirnkare, kal me- 
micrevKate ST. €yo Tapa 
00 Oeot ¢&HdOov. 

28. “EéAnOov mapa 
Tov marpos, kal é\ndvda 
els roy Kdcpovy mad 
adlnu tov Kbopor, Kal 
Tmropevouat mpds TOV Tra- 
Tépa. 
© 29. Aéyouow abr@ ot 
pabnrat avrod, “Ide viv 
mappnola Nanels, Kal a- 
potutay ovdeulav Evers. 

30. Nov of6apev 8re 
oldas mdvra, kal od xpel- 
av éxes tva tls we epw- 
Ta. év ToUTw misTevo- 
pev bri awd Oeod é&Hes. 

31. ’AmexplOn adrots 
4 "Incods, “Apre murrev- 
ere; 


and your joy no man 
taketh from you. 


23. And in that day ye 
shall ask me nothing. 
Verily, verily, l say unto 
you, W hatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it 
you. 


24. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my 
name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy 
may be full.? 


25. These things have 


I spoken unto you in 
proverbs: but the time 
cometh, when I shall no 
more speak unto you in 
proverbs, but I shall 
shew you plainly of the 
Father.¢ 


26. At that day ye shall 
ask in my name: and I 
say not unto you, that I 
will pray the Father for 
you: 


27. For the Father 
himself loveth you, be- 
cause ye have loved me, 
and have believed that I 
came out from God. 


28. I came forth from 
the Father, and am come 
into the world: again, I 
leave the world, and go 
to the Father. 


29. His disciples said 
unto him, Lo, now speak- 
est thou plainly, and 
speakest no proverb. 


30. Now are we sure 
that thou knowest all 
things, and needest not 
that any man should 
ask thee: by this we be- 
lieve that thou camest 
forth from God. 

31. Jesus answered 
them, Do ye now be- 
lieve? 
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no man will take your 
joy from you. 


23. And in that day you 
will ask me nothing. 
You know yourselves 
that everything which 
you will ask of the 
Father for the spirit’s 
sake, will be given to 
ou, 

24. Hitherto you have 
not asked anything for 
the sake of the spirit. 
Ask, and you will re- 
ceive, so that your joy 
will be full. 


25. I tell you this in 
ambiguous words; but 
the time will come 
when I will not speak 
to you in ambiguous 
words, but will directly 
announce to you about 
the Father. 


26. On that day you 
will ask according to my 
teaching; and I do not 
say that I will ask my 
Father for you. 


27. The Father him- 
self loves you, because 
you have loved me, and 
have believed that the 
comprehension is God; 


28. That I am thecom- 
prehension, come into 
the world from the 
Father, and that I again 
leave the world, and go 
to the Father. 


29. The disciples said 
to him, Now thou speak- 
est plainly, and not am- 
biguously. 


30. Now we understand 
that thou knowest every- 
thing, and that we need 
not ask thee any more. 
Now we believe that the 
comprehension is from 
Goad. 

31. Jesus replied to 
them, Now you believe: 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


52, "160d, epxerac 
@pa Kal viv édprvdev, 
iva oxopricOATe ExaoTos 
els Ta Uta, Kal éuée pd- 
vov apyre: Kat ovK elul 
Hovos, Ort 6 waThp wer 
€uod éore. 

33. Tatra edddAnKa 
dutv, va év éuol elphyny 
éxnte. €v TO Kbopy 
Ort eEere- aA Oap- 
aetre, €ym veviknka Tov 
Koo ov. 


23. Behold, the hour 
cometh, yea, is nowd 
come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to 
his own, and shall leave 
me alone: and yet I am 
not alone, because the 
Father is with me.¢ 


33: These things I haye 
spoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be 
of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. 
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32, But the time wilt 
come and is coming, 
when you will be scat- 
tered, every man in his 
own, and will leave me 
alone. But I am not 
alone, for the Father is 
with me. 


33. All this I have tola 
you that you might have 
restfulness through my 
teaching. In the world 
there will be calamities; 
but have no fear: I have 
overcome the world, 


e 


(4) In reply to the question as to what is meant 
by, Now you will not see, and now you will see, 
Jesus says, You will weep and rejoice. When you 
rejoice, you see; when you weep, you do not see. 

(6) This verse shows clearly what is meant by asking 
the Father in my name. 

(c) That is, The time will come when you will with 
your heart understand your sonhood and the essence 
of the Father. £ 

(d) viv is wanting in many texts. 

(ec) This verse repeats the former idea that at times 
they will be with him, and at times will abandon him, | 
but never entirely, for they are one with the Father, and 
will return to the Father. 


This is the fourth part of the discourse. Jesus here 
defines what kind of a comprehension the spirit of truth 
will give. He says, The consolation will not be con- 
tinuous. You will not all the time see me, that is, 
the consolation in the spirit of truth; there will be 
_ minutes of decline, weakness, and sorrow. You will not 
see me all the time, but, as it is in life, now you 
will lament, and you will not see me, and now you 
will rejoice, and you will see me. And as a woman, 
when she is in labour, is in pain and then rejoices, so 
you will be pained and will rejoice: But your joy, when 
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you see me, will be complete, and no man will take it 
from you, for then everything which you wish for the 
spirit will be given to you; you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free. Now, as a man, I can 
speak to you only in words, which do not express every- 
thing, but then I will announce to you about the Father 
within you. And then you will feel yourselves com- 
pletely satisfied, and all your wishes will be fulfilled. 
The Father himself will be in you, because he loves 
you for loving me and believing in me. And to this 
the disciples say that now they understand wherein 
the consolation consists. Now he speaks simply and 
plainly, and they do not need to ask him again. We 
understand, and we believe. Jesus says, Now you 
believe, but you will be scattered again, and will for- 


get me. 


I told you so, that you might know in time of 
sorrow and of insults where to find peace. 


I have dis- 


covered this peace of men, in spite of all carnal misfor- 


tunes. 


1. Tatra édddAnoev 


. 6’ Inoods, kal érfpe Tovs 


é6pOarpovs a’rod eis Tov 
ovpavor, kal eime, Idrep, 
ndubev 4H pa: ddbéa- 
adv gov Tov vidv, iva Kal 
0 vids cov dosdoy ce: 

2. Kadas Zéwxas abr @ 
éLovolay madans capkos, 
Wa wav 8 débwxas ade, 
darn adrots twhyv ald- 
viov. 

3. Atrn 6€ éorw F 
aldvos wh, iva yuvd- 
oKwol oe Tov pdvoy ady- 
Oivdv Oedv, kal dv dé 
oTeras Inootv Xpucrdv. 

4. "Bydé oe édbtaca 
éml TAS ys: 7d epyov 
éredelwaa 6 dé5wKds foe 
iva moujow: 


I am stronger than the flesh. 


John 1. These 
words spake Jesus, and 
lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, Fa- 
ther, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son also may glorify 
thee: 


rvii. 


2. As thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eter- 
nal life to as many as 
thou hast given him. 


3. And this is life eter- 
nal, that they might 
know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent. 


4. Thave glorified thee 
on the earth: I have fin- 
ished the work which 
thou gavest me to do. 


1. Having said this, 
Jesus lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour has 
come: recognize thy 
son, that thy son may 
recognize thee: 


2. As thou hast given 
him power over all fiesh, 
that he may give the 
true life to everything 
thou hast given him. 


3. The true life con- 
sists in knowing the 
only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 


4,I have recognized 
thee on earth; I have 
done the work which 
thou commandedst me 
to do. 
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5. Kal viv ddgacdy 
pe od, TATEp, Tapa ceav- 
TQ, TT O6Ey 7H elxov mpd 
Tou Tov kbopov elvac 
Tapa col. 

6. “Edavépwod cov 7d 
Bvoma Tots avOpwrrois obs 
Oédwkds pow €k TOU Ké- 
opuov: gol Faoav, Kal éuolt 
avrovs 6édwkas: kal Tov 
Abyov cou TeTNpHKacL. 

7. Niv €yrwxay 8ri 
mavra boa dédwKds por, 
Tapa cov éoriv: 

8. “Ore Ta phuara & 
dédwxds wor, dédwka av- 
Tots: kal av’rol €daBov, 
Kal éyywoav adnOds dre 
mapa god é€HdOov, Kal 
érlatrevoay 8Tt ob pe 
améoredas. 

9. "Eye wept aitdv 
épwT®. ob mepl Tod Ké- 
ouov épwrG, adda rept 
Gv dédwxds po, Sri col 
élat. 

10. Kal ra éua ravra 
od éoTt, Kal Ta od eud: 
kal dedbEac par év avrots. 


11. Kat ovx« ére eiul 
év T@ Kboum, Kal oboe 
év T@ xboum eicl, kal 
éy® mpos cé epxoma. 
mwarep dye, THPNTOV av- 
rods évy T@ dvduarl cov, 
obs bédwxds pot, tva Gow 
év, KaOws Hers. 

12. "Ore Hunv per 
altar éy T@ Kbouw, eyw 
érhpovy avrovs éy T@ 
évéuarl cov: obs bédwxKds 
po. éptd\aka, Kal ovdels 
é& a’r&v amrwnrero, el wu} 
6 ulds THs dmwielas, iva 
H Ypaph mrnpwO7. 

13. Noiv dé mpds ce 
Zpxouat, Kal Tadra hard 
év TO Kbouw, iva Exwor 


5. And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the 
glory which I had with 
thee before the world 
was. 


6. I have manifested 
thy name unto the men 
which thou gavest me 
out of the world: thine 
they were, and thou 
gavest them me; and 


they have kept thy 
word. 
7. Now they have 


known that all things 
whatsoever thou hast 
given me are of thee. 

8. For I have given 
unto them the words 
which thou gavest me; 
and they have received 
them, and have known 
surely that I came out 
from thee, and they 
have believed that thou 
didst send me. 


9. I pray for them: I 
pray not for the world, 
but for them which 
thou hast given me; for 
they are thine. 


10. And all mine are 
thine, and thine are 
mine; andl am glorified 
in them. 


11. And now I am no 
more in the world, but 
these are in the world, 
and I come to thee. 
Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name 
those whom thou hast 

‘iven me, that they may 

e one, as we are. 


12. While I was with 
them in the world, I 
kept them in thy name: 
those that thou gavest 
mine [have kept, and none 
of them is lost, but the 
son of perdition; that 
the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. 


13. And now come I to 
thee; and these things 
I speak in the world, 
that they might have 
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5. And now, O Father, 
recognize me as I was 
before the world was. 


6. I have showed thy 
comprehension to the 
men out of the world, 
whom thou gavest me. 
They were thine, but 
thou gavest them to me; 
and they have kept thy 
comprehension, 

7. Now they have 
learned that all things 
which thou hast eet 
me are from thee. 

8. What thou hast 
taught me, I have taught 
them. And they have 
understood and know 
well that I come from 
thee, and have believed 
that thou hast sent me. 


9. I pray thee for 
them: not forthe world, 
but for those whom 
thou hast given me, for 
they are thine. 


10, And everything of 
mine is thine, and thine 
is mine, and thou hast 
recognized my teaching 
in them. 

11. For they are in the 
world, and 1 go to thee. 
Holy Father, keep them 
in thee, those that thou 
gavest me, that they 
may be one with us, 


12. When I was with 
them in the world, I 
kept them in thee. I 
kept those whom thou 
gavest me, and none of 
them perished, except 
the son of perdition, as 
it is said in the Scrip- 
ture. 


13. Now I go to thee; 
and I speak this in 
the world, that they 


may have my joy, that 
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Thy Xxapav Thy éunv re- 
TAnpwuevny év avrots. 

14. "Eye dédwka ad- 
Tots Tov NOyor gov, Kal 
6 kbopos éulonoerv avrovs, 
Srt ovK elaly ex Tod Ké- 
oMov, KaOws eye ovK elul 
ék ToD Kbcpmov. 

16. OvK épwrd ta 
A&pns avrovs ék rod Ké- 
guov, adN va ryphons 
avrovs ék Tov movnpod. 

16. "Ex rod xédcpou 
ovx elol, Kabws eye éx 
Tov Kdcpuou ovK ell. 

17. ‘Ayiacoy atrovs 
év TH adnbela sou: 6 db- 
vos 6 ads ddnOed éore. 

18. Kadds éué dé- 
oreihas els TOv Kbopor, 
Kayw amréoreha avrovs 
els Tov Kbopov: 

19. Kal trép at’radp 
éyh ayidgtw éeuavrov, 
twa kal adrol dow 7y.a- 
opmévor év adnbela. 

20. OU mepl rotrwy 
6€ épwrG pudvov, adda 
Kal wept T@v muorevody- 
Twy dia ToD dyou av- 
Tay els éué: 

21. “Iva mdvres ey 
Gow Kadws ov, mwarep, 
év éuol, Kaya év gol, 
tva kai avrot év nuty év 
Bow: va 6 Kbomos Ti- 
oreton bri Gl we amréeoTel- 
Aas. 

22. Kai éya rhv 66- 
fav Av dédwxds wow, dé- 
dwxa avrots, iva dary év, 
Kadas nuets ev éopev: 

23. "Ey év adrots, 
kal ad év éuol, tva Bou 
Terehewuévor els ey, Kal 
Wa yuooKkn 6 Kédcpos 
Sri ot we daréoredas, 
kal Hydmrnoas avrous, 
Kadas éue ydrnoas. 

24. IIdrep, obs dé 


my joy fulfilled in them- 
selves. 


14. 1 have given them 
thy word; and the world 
hath hated them, be- 
cause they are not of the 
world, even as I am not 
of the world. 


15. I pray not that 
thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil. 


16. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not 
of the world. 


17. Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy 
word is truth. 


i8. As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them 
into the world, 


19. And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanc- 
tified through the truth. 


20. Neither pray I for 
these alone, but forthem 
also which shall believe 
on me through their 
word; 


21. That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be 
one in us: that the 
world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. 


22. And the glory 
which thou gavest me I 
have given them; that 
they may be one, even as 
we are one: 


23. Lin them, and thou 
in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; 
and that the world may 
know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved 
me. 


24. Father, I will that 
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it may be fulfilled 
them. 


14. I have taught them 
the comprehension of 
thee, and the world 
hates them, because 
they are not of the 
world, even as I am not 
of the world. 


in 


15. I do not ask thee to 
take them out of the 
world of the flesh, but to 
keep them from the evil. 


16. They are not of the 
world of flesh, even as I 
am not of the world of 
flesh. 

17. Holy Father, keep 
them in truth. aay com- 
prehension is truth. 


18. As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even 
so I send them into the 
world. 


19. And for them I 
purify myself, that they 
also may be purified in 
the truth. 


20. I do not prey for 
them alone, ut for 
those also who believe 
in me according to their 
comprehension, 


21, That they all may 
be one; even as thou, O 
Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they all may 
be one in us: that the 
world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. 


22. And I have taught 
them the recognition 
which thou hast taught 
me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one: 


23. Tin them, and thou 
in me, that we may be 
united in one, and that 
the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, 
and lovest them, as thou 
lovest me. 


24. Father, 1 wish that 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


dwxds wl, O€Xw iva dou 
elul @y@, Kdxelvo. Sar 
per? €uov- tva OewpGor 
Thy Odgav Thy euhy, Hy 
Edwkds por, 6re nyamrn- 
ods we mpd KaTuBodFs 
kbc ov. 

25. Idrep dixace, cat 
6 Kbdomos ce ovK %yvw, 
éyo 6€ ce eywwy, Kai 
otra éyvwoay bri ov we 
améoreudas: 

26. Kal éyvdpica av- 
Tots TO dvoud cov, Kal 
yrwplow: iva 7 ayarn, 
hy ayarnods pe, év ad- 
Tots 7, Kaye év avrois. 


THE 


The personal life is a deception of the flesh. 


they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that 
they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou 
lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 


25. O righteous Father, 
the world hath not 
known thee: but I have 
known thee, and these 
have known that thou 
hast sent me. 


26. And I have de- 
clared unto them thy 
name, and will declare 
it; that the love where- 
with thou hast loved me 
may be in them, and I 
in them. 
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those whom thou hast 
given me should be with 
me where I am, that 
they may know that 
thou hast sent me, for 
thou lovedst me before 
the beginning of the 
world. 


25. O righteous Father, 
the world did not know 
thee; but I have known 
thee, and these have 
known that thou hast 
sent me. 


26. And I havé ex- 
plained thee to them, 
and am explaining thee, 
that the love with which 
thou lovest me may be 
in them, and I in them, 


FAREWELL DISCOURSE 


The true 


life is the life which is common to all men. 
When Jesus, feeling himself prepared for death, went 


out, in order to deliver himself, Peter stopped him and 
asked him whither he was going. Jesus replied, I go 
whither thou canst not follow me. I am prepared for 
death, but thou art not yet prepared for it. Peter said, 
Nay, I am even now prepared to give my life for thee. 
Jesus replied, A man can make no promises. And he 
said to all the disciples, I know that death awaits me, but 
I believe in the life of the Father, and so am not afraid of 
it. Let not my death agitate you, but believe in the true 
God and in the Father of life, and then my death will 
not appear terrible to you. If I am united with the 
Father of life, I cannot be deprived of life. It is true, I 
do not teli you what and when and where my life after 
death will be, but I point out to you the way to the true 
life. My teaching does not say what kind of a life it is 
going to be, but it reveals the only true way of life. It 
consists in this, that we should unite with the Father, for 
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the Father is the principle of life. My teaching is this, 
that we should live in the will of the Father and do his 
will for the life and good of all men. Your teacher after 
me will be your recognition of the truth. 

By keeping my teaching, you will always feel that you 
have the truth, that the Father is in you and you are in 
the Father. And by recognizing the Father of life in you, 
you will experience that peace which nothing will take 
away from you. And so, if you know the truth and live 
in it, neither my death, nor yours can trouble you. Men 
imagine themselves as separate beings, each with his own 
will of life, but that is only a deception. The only true 
life is the one which recognizes the will of the Father as 
the principle of life. My teaching reveals this unity of 
life and represents life not as separate shoots, but as one 
tree, on which all the shoots grow. Only he lives who 
lives in the will of the Father, as a shoot on a tree; but 
he who wants to live by his own will, like a shoot broken 
off, dies. If you will live in the will of the Father, you 
will have everything you wish, for life is given to man for - 
the good. The Father has given me life for the good, and 
I have taught you to live for the good. If you will fulfil 
my commandments you will be blessed. The command- 
ment which expresses my whole teaching is only this, 
that we should love one another. But love consists in 
sacrificing our carnal life for another. There is no other 
definition of love. By keeping my commandment of 
love, you will not fulfil it as slaves, who do their master’s 
will without understanding it, but you will live like free 
men, even as I, for I have explained to you the meaning 
of life which flows from the recognition of the Father 
of life. You have accepted my teaching, not because 
you have chosen it by chance, but because it is the 
only true one, and the one with which alone men are 
free. 


The teaching of the world consists in doing evil to 
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men; but my teaching consists in loving one another, and 
so the world hates you, even as it has hated me. 

The world does not understand my teaching, and so it 
will persecute you and cause you harm, imagining that 
it thus serves God; so do not marvel at it, and under- 
stand that it must be so. The world, which does not 
comprehend the true God, must persecute you, and you 
must affirm the truth. You will be grieved, because 
they will kill me; but I shall be killed for establishing 
the truth. Thus my death is necessary in order that 
truth may be established. My death, when I will not 
recede from the truth, will confirm you, and you will 
know wherein the lie is, and wherein the truth, and 
what comes from the knowledge of the lie and of the 
truth. 

You will understand that the lie is this, that men 
believe in the carnal life, and do not believe in the life of 
the spirit ; that the truth is in the union with the Father ; 
and that this results in the victory of the spirit over the © 
flesh. When I shall no longer be in the carnal life, my 
spirit will be with you. But, like all men, you will not 
always feel in yourselves the power of the spirit. At 
times you will weaken and lose the power of the spirit: 
you will fall into temptation; at other times you will 
awaken to the true life. You will be overcome by the 
enslavement of the flesh, but that will be only temporary ; 
you will suffer for awhile, and then you will again be 
regenerated in spirit, even as a woman who suffers in 
labour and then feels joy, because she has brought a man 
into the world. The same you will feel when, after the 
enslavement of the flesh, you will rise in spirit: you will 
then feel such bliss that there will be nothing for you to 
wish for. 

Know in advance, and know this, in spite of persecu- 
tions, and inner struggles, and dejection of spirit, that the 
spirit is alive in you, and that the one true God is 
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the comprehension of the will of the Father, as I have 
revealed it. And turning to the Father, the spirit, Jesus 
said, I have done what thou commandedst me: I revealed 
to people that thou art the beginning of everything, and 
they comprehended me; I taught them. this, that they all 
have come from the one principle of endless life, and that, 
therefore, they are one and, as the Father is in me, and [ 
in the Father, so they are one with me and with the 
Father. I revealed this to them, that, as thou, loving 
them, hast sent. them into the world, they also must live 
in the world by love. 


And Peter said to Jesus, Whither dost thou go ? 

Jesus replied, Thou wilt not be able to go whither I am 
going; but later thou wilt go thither thyself. 

And Peter said, Why dost thou think that I am not 
able to follow thee; I will give my life for thee. 

And Jesus said, Thou sayest that thou wilt give thy 
‘ life for me, but thou wilt deny me thrice before cock- 
crow. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, Let not your spirit be 
troubled and lose courage, but believe in the true God of 
life and in my teaching. The life of the Father is not 
only the one which is on earth; there is also another life. 
If there were only the life which is here, I should have 
told you that, when I die, I shall go to the bosom of 
Abraham and prepare there a place for you, and will 
come and take you, and we will be in bliss together in 
the bosom of Abraham. But I show you only the way 
to life. 

Thomas said, But we do not know whither thou goest, 
and so we cannot know the path. We must know what 
will be there after death. 

Jesus said, [ cannot show you what will be there; my 
teaching is the way, the truth, and life, and it is impos- 
sible to unite with the Father of life, except through my 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 319 


teaching. If you will fulfil my teaching, you will know 
the Father. 

Philip said, But who is thy Father ? 

And Jesus said, The Father is that which gives life. 
I do the will of the Father, and so thou canst understand 
from my life wherein the will of the Father is. I live 
through the Father, and the Father lives in me, and 
everything I do and say, I do by the will of the Father. 
This is my teaching, that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me. If you do not understand the teaching 
itself, you see me and my works, and so you can under- 
stand what the Father is. And you know that he who 
will follow my teaching can do the same as I do, and 
even more, for I shall die, and he will still live. He who 
will live according to my teaching will have everything 
he wishes, for then the son will be the same as the 
Father. 

Whatever you may wish according to my teaching you 
will have; but you must love my teaching for that. My 
teaching will give you an intercessor and comforter in 
my place. This comforter will be the recognition of the 
truth, which the men of the world do not understand, but 
you will know it in yourselves. You will never be alone, 
if the spirit of my teaching is with you. I sha!) die, and 
the men of the world shall not see me; but you will see 
me, because my teaching lives, and you will live by it. 
And if my teaching will be in you, you will understand 
that I am in the Father, and the Father in me. He who 
will fulfil my teaching will feel the Father in himself, 
and my spirit will live in him. 

And Judas, not Iscariot, said to him, But why cannot 
all live by the spirit of truth ? 

And Jesus replied to him, Only him who fulfils my 
teaching does the Father love, and only in him can 
my spirit take up his abode. He who does not fulfil my 
teaching is not loved by my Father, because this teach- 
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ing is not mine, but the Father’s. This is all I can tell 
you now. But my spirit, the spirit of truth, who will take 
up his abode in you after me, will reveal everything to 
you, and you will recall and understand much of what I 
have told you. 

Thus you may always be calm in spirit, not with that 
worldly peace which men of the world seek, but with 
the peace of the spirit, with which you will no longer 
have any fear. And so, if you will fulfil my teaching, 
you will have no cause for grieving at my death. I will 
come to you as the spirit of truth, and together with the 
recognition of the Father will take up my abode in your 
heart. If you fulfil my teaching, you must rejoice, for 
instead of me the Father will be in your heart, and that 
is better for you. 

My teaching is the tree of life. The Father is he who 
tends the tree. He cleans and watches the branches on 
which there is any fruit, so that they may bring forth more. 

Keep my teaching of life, and life will be in you. And 
as a shoot does not live of itself, but of the tree, even so 
you must live by my teaching. My teaching is the 
tree, and you are the shoots. He who lives by my teach- 
ing of life brings forth much fruit, and outside of my 
teaching there is no life. He who does not live by 
teaching withers and perishes, and the dry branches are 
cut off and burned. If you live by my teaching and fulfil 
it, you will have everything you wish: for the will of the 
Father is that you should live the true life and have what 
you wish. As the Father has given me the good, even 
so I give you the good. Keep this good. I live, because 
my Father loves me, and I love the Father, and you 
must live by the same love. If you live by it, you will 
be blessed. My commandment is that you should love 
one another as I love you. There is no other love than 
that we should sacrifice our life for the love of others, 
even as I have done. 
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Let us love one another, for love is from God. And 
he who loves was born of God and knows God. And he 
who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. God’s love for us has shown itself in this, that he 
has sent his son, such as he himself is, that we might 
live through him. 

His love for us is seen in this, that it is not we who 
have come to love God, but God loves us, and we must 
love one another. God can never be seen. If we love 
one another, God remains in us, and his love is accom- 
plished in us. We recognize one another only because 
we remain in him, and he in us, because he has given us 
his spirit. 

Love is accomplished in us, when we are sure and calm 
on the day of death, for such as God is, we are in this 
world. Love does not know fear; on the contrary, com- 
plete love destroys fear, for fear causes resistance, struggle. 
And he who fears is not perfect in love. 

We love God only because he has loved us first. (Con- 
sequently we first know love toward men.) And so, if 
one says, I love God, but will not love my brother, he 
lies, for he who does not love his brother, whom he sees, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen and cannot see, 
The commandment is for one who loves God to love his 
brother. 

You are equal to me if you do what I have taught you. 
I do not regard you as slaves, who are commanded, but 
as equals, for I have explained to you everything which 
I know about the Father. You do not choose my teach- 
ing of your own will, but because I have pointed out to 
you this only truth, by which, if you live in it, you will 
have everything you wish. The whole teaching is in 
this, that we should love one another. If the world 
shall hate you, you must not wonder, for it hates my 
teaching. If you were one with the world, the world 
would love you; but J have separated you from the 
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world, and for this it will hate you. If they have perse- 
cuted me, they will persecute you also. 

They will do all this, because they do not know the 
true God. I have explained to them, but they would 
not even listen to me. They have not understood the 
Father. They have seen my life, and my life has shown 
them their error, and for this they have hated me even 
more. The spirit of truth, which will come to you, will 
confirm the same. And you will confirm it. I tell you 
this in advance, that you may not be deceived, when they 
shall persecute you. They will make you apostates. All 
will think that killing you they do something pleasing to 
God. They cannot help doing it, for they do not under- 
stand my teaching, nor the true God. All this I tell you 
in advance, that you may not marvel, when all this shall 
happen. 

And so I now go to this spirit who has sent me, and 
now you understand that you must not ask whither I 
go. Before this you were grieved, because I did not tell 
you whither, to what place, I go. But I tell you truly 
that it is good for you that I am going away. If I do 
not die, the spirit of truth will not appear to you; and if 
I die, it will take the abode in you. He wil! take his 
abode in you, and it will be clear to you wherein the 
truth is, wherein the solution is. The lie is this, .that 
men do not believe in the life of the spirit. The truth 
is this, that I am one with the Father. The solution is 
this, that the power of the carnal life is destroyed. 

I could tell you many things more, but it is hard for 
you to understand them. But when the spirit of truth 
shall take his abode in you, he will show you the whole 
truth, for he will not tell you anything new, that which 
is his, but that which is from God, and he will in all con- 
ditions of life show you the way. He will also be of 
the Father, as I am of the Father. for he will speak 
the same as 1 speak. But when 1, the spirit of truth, 
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shall be in you, you will not always see me. At 
times you will hear me, and at other times you will 
not. 

And the disciples said among themselves, What does 
this mean which he says, At times you will see me, and 
at other times you will not see me? What does this 
mean: at times you will, and others you will not? What 
does he say ? 

Jesus said to them, ‘Do you not understand what is 
meant by, At times you will see me, and at other times 
you will not see me? You know how it always is in the 
world, that some are sorrowful and lamenting, while 
others rejoice. You will be sorrowful, and your sorrow 
will pass into joy. When a woman bears a child, she is 
sorrowful in her labour, but when the labour is over she 
does not remember her pain for joy, because a man is 
born into the world. 

Even so you will grieve, and suddenly you will see 
me: the spirit of truth will enter into you, and your 
sorrow will be changed into joy. Then you will no 
longer ask anything of me, for then you will have every- 
thing you wish. Then a man will have from his Father 
everything he wishes in his spirit. Before this you asked 
nothing for the spirit, but then you will ask what you 
want for the spirit, and everything will be given you, so 
that your blessedness will be complete. Now I, a man, 
cannot explain all this in words; but when I shall live 
in you as the spirit of truth, I will clearly announce 
to you about the Father. Then everything you will 
ask of the Father in the name of the spirit will be 
given you not by me, but by your Father, for he loves 
you, because you have received my teaching. You 
have understood that the comprehension proceeds in the 
world from the Father and returns from the world to 
the Father. 

Then the disciples said to Jesus, Now we understand, 
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and we have nothing more to ask. We believe that thou 
art from God. 

And Jesus said, I told you all this that you may have 
assurance and rest in my teaching. No matter what 
calamities may befall you in the world, fear nothing, for 
my teaching has conquered the world. 

After this Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
My Father, thou hast given thy son the freedom of life, 
that he may know the true life. Life is the knowledge 
of the true God, of the comprehension discovered by me. 
I have revealed you to men on earth. I have done the 
work which thou commandedst me. I have declared thy 
essence to men on earth. They were thine even before 
this: they have understood that everything they have, 
that their life, is only from thee; and that I have taught 
them not of me, but that I and they have proceeded 
from thee. I pray thee for those who recognize thee. 
They understand that all mine is thine, and thine mine. 
IT am no longer in the world, but return to thee; but 
they are in the world, and so I pray thee, Father, keep 
thy comprehension in them. Ido not ask thee that thou 
shouldst take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldst deliver them from evil. Confirm them in thy 
truth. Thy comprehension is truth. 

My Father, I wish that they should be such as I am, 
that they should understand, even as I do, that the true 
life began before the beginning of the world; that they 
should all be one, as thou, O Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, — that they should be one in us; that I in them 
and thou in me should unite into one; and that men 
should understand that they were not born of them- 
selves, but that thou, loving, hast sent them into the 
world, as thou hast sent me. 

Righteous Father! The world has not known thee, 
but I have known thee, and they know thee through me. 
I have explained to them what thou art. Thou art this, 
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that love, with which thou lovest me, should be in them. 
Thou hast. given them life, consequently thou lovest 
them. I have taught them to know this and to love thee 
in such a way that thy love for them should return from 
them to thee. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


VICTORY OF THE SPIRIT 


Matt. xxvi. 46. Rise, 
let us be going: behold, 
he is at band that doth 
betray me.¢ 

47. And while he yet 
spake, lo, Judas, one of 
the twelve, came, and 
with him a great multi- 
tude with swords and 
staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the 
people. 


48. Now he that be- 
trayed him gave thema 
sign, saying, Whomso- 


ever I shall kiss, that 
same is he; hold him 
fast. 


49. And forthwith he 
came to Jesus, and said, 
Hail, Master; and kissed 
him. 


50. And Jesus said un- 
to him, Friend, where- 
fore art thou come? 
Then came they, and 
laid hands on Jesus; 
and took him, 


John xviii. 10. Then 
Simon Peter having a 
sword drew it, and 
smote the high priest’s 
servant, and cut off bis 
right ear, 


Luke weit. 51, And 
Jesus answered and 
said, Suffer ye thus far. 


Matt. xxvi. Then 
said Jesus unto him 
Put up again thy sword 
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52. 


46. Awaken, let us be 
going: he who will be- 
tray me is already here. 


47. And as he had said 
this, Judas, one of the 
twelve, came, and with 
him a great multitude 
with knives and clubs, 
sent by the chief priests 
and elders. 


48, He who betrayed 
him had had_an under- 
standing with them be- 
forehand; he said to 
them, He whom [I shall 
kiss, as I go up to him, 
is he: seize him. 

49. And goiug up at 
once to Jesus, he said, 
Hail, teacher, and kissed 
him, 


50. And Jesus said to 
him, Didst thou come 
for this? Then they 
came up, and took him. 


10. Then Peter drew 
his sword and struck 
the high priest’s serv- 
ant, and cut off his 
ear. 


51. And Jesus said, 
Stop it. 
52. And he said to 


Peter, Put up the sword 
into its place, for those 
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into his place: for all 
they that take the sword 
shall perish with the 
sword. 


55. In that same hour 
said Jesus to the multi- 
tudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with 
swords and staves for to 
take me? I sat daily 
with you teaching in 
the temple, and ye laid 
no hold on me, 


_ Luke xxii. 53. But this 
is your hour, and the 
power of darkness. 


Matt. xxvi. 56. Then 
all the disciples forsook 
him, and fled. 


John xviii. 12. Then 
the band and the cap- 
tain and officers of the 
Jews took Jesus, and 
bound him, 


13. And led him away 
to Annas first; for he 
was father in law to 
Caiaphas, which was 
the high priest that 
same year. 


14. Now Caiaphas was 
he, which gave counsel 
to the Jews, that it 
was expedient that one 
man should die for the 
people, 


Mark «xiv. 53. And 
they led Jesus away to 
the high priest: and 


with him were assem- 
bled all the chief priests 
and the elders and the 
scribes. 


Matt, rrvi. 58: But 
Peter followed him afar 
off unto the high priest’s 
palace, and went in. and 
sat with the servants, to 
see the end. 


“69. And a damsel came 
unto him, saying, Thou 
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whoetake up the sword 
will perish by the power 
of the sword. 


55. Then Jesus said to 
the people, Why have 
you come out with 
knives and clubs, to take 
meas a thief? Isat daily 
with you in the temple, 
teaching you, and you 
did not take me. 


53. Now is your hour 
and power of darkness. 


56. Then all the dis- 
ciples ran away. 


12. Then the soldiers, 
and the captain, and the 
servants took Jesus, and 
bound him, 


13. And first led him 
away to Annas, who was 
Caiaphas’s _father-in- 
law, for Caiaphas was 
the high priest that 
year. 


14. Caiaphas was he 
who counselled the Jews 
that it was useful to 
destroy one man for the 
nation, 


53. And they led Jesus 
into the house of the 
high priest, and all the 
chief priests and elders 
and scribes were gath- 
ered there. 


58. And Peter followed 
Jesus afar off to the 
high priest’s yard, and 
went in, and sat down 
with the high priest’s 
servants, to see how it 
would end. 


69. Anda girl came up 
«o Peter, and said, Art 
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also wast with Jesus of 
Galilee. 


70. But he denied be- 
fore them all, saying, I 
know not what thou 
sayest. 

71. And when he was 
gone out into the porch, 
another maid saw him, 
and said unto them that 
were there, This fellow 
was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


72. And again he 
denied with an oath, I 
do not know the man. 


73. And after a while 
came unto him they 
that stood by, and said 
to Peter, Surely thou 
also art one of them; 
for thy speech bewray- 
eth thee. 


74. Then began he to 
curse and to swear, say- 
ing, I know not the man. 
And immediately the 
cock crew. 


75. And Peter remem- 
bered the word of Jesus, 
which said unto him, 
Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And he went 
out, and wept bitterly. 


John xviii, 19. The 
high priest then asked 
Jesus of his disciples, 
and of his doctrine, 


20. Jesus answered 
him, I spake? openly to 
the world; I ever taught 
in the synagogue, and in 
the temple, whither the 
Jews always resort; and 
in secret have I said 
nothing. 


21. Why askest thou 
me? ask them which 
heard me, what I have 
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thou with Jesus of 


Galilee? 


70. And Peter denied 
before them all, and 
said, I do not know 
what thou sayest. 

71. And when he went 
into the vestibule, a 
woman saw him, and 
said to those who were 
there, This man was 
with Jesus of Nazareth. 


72, And again he de- 
nied with an oath, say- 
ing that he did not know 
this man. 

73. A little while 
passed, and men came 
up to Peter, and said, 
No doubt thou art one 
of these, for we can tell 
thee by thy speech. 


74. Then Peter began 
to swear and curse, that 
he did not know that 
man. And immediately 
the cock crew. 


75. And Peter thought 
of the words which Je- 
sus had told him, Before 
cockcrow thou wilt deny 
me thrice. And he went 
out, and wept bitterly. 


19, The high priest 
then asked Jesus about 
his disciples and his 
teaching. 


20. Jesus answered 
him, I have spoken 
openly to the world; I 
have always taught in 
the assemblies, in the 
temple where all gather, 
and have said nothing 
in secret. 


21. Why askest thou 
me? Ask those who 
have heard what I have 





Denial of Peter. 
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said unto them: behold, 
they know what | said. 


22. And when he had 
thus spoken, one of the 
officers which stood by 
struck Jesus with the 
palm of his hand, say- 
ing, Answerest thou the 
high priest so? 


23. Jesus answered 
him, If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the 
evil: but if well, why 
smitest thou me? 


Matt. zxevi. 59, Now 
the chief priests, and 
elders, and all the coun- 
cil, sought false witness 
against Jesus, to put 
him to death; 


60. But found none: 
yea, though many false 
witnesses came, yet 
found they none. At 
the last came two false 
witnesses, 


61, And said, This fel- 
low said, I am able to 
destroy the temple of 
God, and to build it in 
three days. 


62. And the high priest 
arose, and said unto 
him, Answerest thou 
nothing? what is it 
which these witness 
against thee ? 

63. But Jesus held his 
peace. And the high 
priest answered and 
said unto him, I adjure 
thee by the livin od, 
that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the 
Son of God. 


64. Jesus saith unto 
him, Thou hast said: 
nevertheless I say unto 
you, Hereafter shall ye 
see the Son of man sit- 
ting on the right hande 
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said to them; they know 
what I have told them. 


22, One of the high 
priest’s servants was 
standing near wh When 
Jesus said this, he boxed 
Jesus’ ears, and said, 
Dost thou answer the 
high priest so? 


23. Jesus said to him, 
If I have spoken evil, 
show what is evil; and 
if I have spoken well, 
why dost thou strike 
me? : 


59, But the chief 
priests and the whole 
council sought accusa- 
tions against Jesus, so 
as to put him to death. 


60. But they did not 
find any, because many 
accused him falsely, and 
the accusations did not 
agree. Then there came 
two false witnesses. 


61, They said, We have 
heard this man say, I will 
destroy this hand-made 
temple, and in three 
days I will build another, 
which is not made by 
hands. 

62. The high priest 
arose, and said to Jesus, 
Why dost thou not an- 
swer to what they show 
against thee? 


63. Jesus was silent 
and made no reply. And 
the high priest said to 
him again, In the nathe 
of the living God I ad- 
jure thee, Tell us, art 
thou the Christ, the Son 
of God? 


64, And Jesus said tu 
him, That I am. And 
I will tell you also that 
from now on you will 
all understand the son 
of man, who is equa) 
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dé amoxpibévtes elrrov, 
"Evoxos Oavdrov éorl. 

67. Tore évérruvoav 
eis TO mpdowroyv avrod. 

63. Kal of d&vdpes oi 
auvéxovres Tov “Inooby 
évératvov avT@, dépovres: 

64. Kal  mepixanv- 
Wavres avrov, érumtov 
avTov To mpbowroy, kal 
érnowrwy avrov, héyov- 
tes, Wpop7revoov, tls 
éoTi 6 taloas ce; 

65. Kal érepa moa 
Bracgpnuodvres €deyov 
els avrév. 

1. Ilp@as dé ~yevo- 
pévns, ocuuBodd\uov @da- 
Bov mavres of dpxuepets 
kal ol mperBirepor Tob 
Aaod Kata Tod Inood, 
Bore Oavardcar adrdv: 

2. Kal djoavres abrov 
darnyayov, Kal mapédw- 
kav avrov Tlovriw Te- 
AdTH TH Wyeud. . 

28. “Avyovow oby Trop 
"Inoody dard rod Kaidda 
els TO mpairdpiov. Fv dé 
mowta: Kal avrol ovk 
elo AOov els TO mpaurd- 
plov, iva wh pwavOdscry, 
GX twa gpdywor 7d 
TaoXa, 

29. “EEANOev odv 6 
Ilidros mpds atrovs, 
kal ele, Tiva Kxarnyo- 
play pépere kara Tov 
avipwmov tovrov; 


of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven. 


65. Then the high 
priest rent his clothes, 
apes He hath spoken 
blasphemy; what fur- 
ther need have we of 
witnesses? behold, now 
ye have heard his blas- 
phemy. 


66. What think ye? 
They answered and said, 
He is guilty of death. 


67. Then did they spit 
in his face. 


Luke xiii. 63. And 
the men that held Jesus 
mocked him, and smote 
him. 

64. And when they had 
blindfolded him, they 
struck him on the face, 
and asked him, saying, 
Prophesy, who is it that 
smote thee? as 


65. And many other 
things blasphemously 
spake they against him, 


Matt. xxvii. 1. When 
the morning was come 
all the chief priests an 
elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus to 
put him to death: 


2. And when they had 
bound him, they led him 
away, and delivered him 
to Pontius Pilate the 
governor. 


John xviti. 28, Then 
led they Jesus from 
Caiaphas unto the hall 
of judgment: and it was 
early; and they them- 
selves went not into the 
judgment hall, lest they 
should be defiled; but 
that they might eat the 
passover. 


29. Pilate then went 
out unto them, and said, 
What accusation bring 
ye against thig man? 
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in power with God in 
heaven. 


65. Then. the high 
priest tore his clothes, 
and said, Thou art blas- 
pheming. What need 
have we of witnesses? 
You have heard him 
blaspheme. 


66. What shall you de- 
cide about him? And 
all decided that he was 
guilty of death. 

67. Then they began 
to spit into his face. 


63. And the men that 
held him, struck and 
scratched him. 


64. And covering his 
eyes, they struck him in 
the face, saying, Now 
guess who has struck 
thee. 


65. And many other 
curses did they pro- 
nounce against him. 


1. When the morning 
came, all the elders of 
the people, the chief 
priest, and the learned 
took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to 
death. 


2, And having bound 
him, they took him to 
Pontius Pilate the gov- 
ernor. 


28, And they led Jesus 
from Caiaphas to the 
court; but they them- 
selves did not enter the 
court, lest they should 
be defiled:and could not 
eat the passover. 


29. Pilate came out to 
them, and said, Of what 
do you accuse this man? 
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30. ’AmexplOnoay Kai 
elrov air@, Ei uh fv 
otros KaKomrows, ovK dy 
oo wapedwxapev abrov. 


31. Elev ofy avrots 
6 Iludros, AdBere av- 
Tov buets, Kal kara Tov 
vouov tudv kplvare av- 
Tov. elrov ody alT@ oi 
"Tovdator, ‘Huty ovx ee- 
oT dmroKTetvar ovdéva: 

32. “Iva 6 Adbyos Tod 
"Inood mrAnpw7, ov ele 
onualywy oly OavaTry 
Huedrev arodvhaKey. 

2. "Hpéavro dé xarn- 
yopety avrov, éyorres, 
Tovrov evpouev diacrpé- 
gpovra Td €Ovos, Kal Kw- 
Nvovta Katloaps pdpous 
bddvar, NéyorTa éavTov 
Xpicrov Baowdéa eivac. 

34. ’Amexpl0n atr@ 
4 "Inoots, “Ad éavrod 
ov TovTO éyers, 7) AAXor 
got elroy Tepl éuod ; 

35. “AmexplOn 6 Tl 
dros, Myre eye "Iov- 
Oatds eluc; TO €Ovos 76 
cov Kai ot adpxtepels 
mapédwkdv ae éuol> rk 
érolnaas ; 

36. ”Asexpidn 6 “In- 
cots, ‘H Bacirela h éunh 
ovk ati éx Tod Kbopov 
rovrou: ef é€k Tov Kd- 
oyov TovTov Hv H Baci- 
ela 7) Euh, of varnpérar 
av of enol Hywvrlforro, 
iva wn mapado0& rots 
*Tovdalows: vov dé % Ba- 
oirela 7 éuh ovK ear 
évrevbev. 

33. ElofdGev oby els 
TO Tpaitapiov maddy 6 
TliAdros, Kal épwynoe 
Tov “Inoodv. Kal etrev 
atr@, ZV ef 6 Bacireds 
Tav Tovdalwy ; 


30. They answered and 
said unto him, If he were 
not a malefactor, we 
would not have deliv- 
ered him up unto thee. 


31. Then said Pilate 
unto them, Take ye him, 
and judge. him accord- 
ing to your law. The 
Jews therefore said unto 
him, It is not lawful for 
us to put any man to 
death : 


32. That the saying of 
Jesus might be fulfilled, 
which he spake, signify- 
as what death he should 

ie, 


Luke xeiti. 2. And 
they began to accuse 
him, saying, We found 
this fellow perverting 
the nation, and forbid- 
ding to give tribute to 
Cesar, saying that he 


himself is Christ a 
king.e 
John xviti. 34. Jesus 


answered him, Sayest 
thou this thing of thy- 
self, or did others tell it 
thee of me? 


35. Pilate answered, 
Am IaJew? Thine own 
nation- and the chief 
priests have delivered 
thee unto me: what hast 
thou done? 


36. Jesus answered, 
My kingdom is not of 
this world: if my king- 
dom were of this world, 
then would my servants 
fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews: 
but nows is my kingdom 
not from hence. 


33. Then Pilate entered 
into the judgment hall 
again,g and called Jesus, 
and said unto him, Art 
thou the King of the 
Jews? 


331 


30, And they said to 
him in reply, If he were 
not a mialefactor, and 
had not done any evil, 
we should not have 
brought him before thee. 

31. Then Pilate said to 
them, Take him, and 
judge him according io 
repr law. And they said, 

t is not lawful for us to 
put any one to death. 


32. Thus was the say- 
ing of Jesus fulfified 
which showed by what 
death he would die. 


2. And all began to 
accuse him, We think 
that this man is pervert- 
ing the nation, and for- 
bidding men to give 
tribute to Cesar, call- 
ing himself king and 
Christ. 


34, Jesus replied to 
them, Thou thyself con- 
siderest me a king, or 
thou sayest only what 
others have said of me. 


35. Pilate answered, 
lam not a Jew; thyown 
nation and thy chief 
priests have delivered 
thee to me. And I ask 
what thou hast done. 


36. Jesus answered, 
My kingdom is not of 
the earth. If my king- 
dom were of the earth, 
my servants would fight 
for me, that I should not 
be delivered to the chief 
priests : but you see that 
my kingdom is not such. 


38. And Pilate entered 
the court, and called 
Jesus, and said to him, 
Thou art the King of 
the Jews. 
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37. Eimev ody atr@ 6 
TliAdros, Ovxovv Bact- 
eds ef ot; aexplOn 6 
"Inoods, Ld Aéyers, Ore 
Baowreds clus ey. eyw 
els Tovro yeyevunuat, Kal 
els tovro éAnAvda els 
Tov Kocuov, iva pap- 
Tuphow TH adybela. was 
6 oy é€k THs 
dxover wou THS Pwvis. 

38. Adéyer air@ 6 
TliAdros, Ti éoruv ad7- 
Gea; Kal rovro elrwy, 
mdduy €&fAOe mpds Tovs 


*Tovdalouvs, Kal déyer 
avrots, "Ey ovdeulav 


aitlay edploxw év atrT@. 


andnoelas . 


37. therefore 
said unto him, Art thou 
aking then? Jesus an- 
swered, Thou sayest that 
Ilamaking. To this end 
was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice. 


Pilate 


38. Pilate saith unto 
him, What is truth? 
And when he had said 
this, he went out again 
unto the Jews, and saith 
unto them, I find in him 
no fault at all. 
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37. Pilate said to him, 
Dost thou consider thy- 
self a king? Jesus said 
to him, Thou callest me 
king. I came into the 
world to confirm the 
truth; every man who 
lives by the truth under- 
stands my voice. 


38. Pilate said to him, 
What is the truth? And 
when he had said this, 
he went out again to the 
Jews, and said to them, 
I find no guilt in him. 


(a) When the disciples fell asleep for a little while, 
Jesus said to them, Wake up. 
(>) In many texts AeAaANKa. 


(c) The right means equal. 


Jesus says that the son of 


man is equal to the power of God, and so he is the very 
Christ whom the Jews are expecting. 

(d) What death he would die has to be understood 
to mean that Jesus guessed that he would not be put to 


death by the Jews, but by the Romans. 


The saying 


to which this verse refers is that about the cross, Take 


thy cross and follow me. 


If Jesus had been afraid of 


death at the hands of the Jews, he would not have spoken 
of the cross: it was only the Romans who executed 
people by crucifying them. 
(ce) The first accusation: he takes the Jewish nation 
away from the customary path. 
The second: he forbids the paying of tribute, calling 


himself king. 


He preaches the kingdom of the sons of 


God and calls himself Christ, who has brought the an- 
nouncement about this kingdom. 

The accusation is quite correct; all that Jesus did, and 
so he does not deny the accusations. 


It would have been 
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useless to explain the meaning to those who did not wish 
to understand him. 

(f) viv in the sense of behold. 

(g) In many texts the word mrd\wv, which confuses the 
sense, is wanting. 


In questioning Jesus, Pilate asks what he means by 
calling himself the King of the Jews. Jesus says to him, 
I call myself king in the sense of having established the 
truth among men: that was my vocation; that I did, and 
in this sense I was and am king, and thou recognizest me 
as aking. I have explained the truth, and every living 
man understands the truth. Pilate says that he does not 
understand what the truth is; but he goes to the Jews, 
and tells them that he does not see any guilt in the man. 
When the people say that the chief guilt of Jesus is that 
he calls himself the son of God, Pilate is troubled even 
more. The words of Jesus that he is a king in that he 
announces the truth, and now, that he announces the 
truth as the son of God, present to him Jesus as a man 
of unusual elevation of soul. He calls him to himself, 
and asks him whence he comes, that is, how he under- 
stands his origin. But Jesus makes no reply, for he is 
stopped by the consciousness that explanations are un- 
necessary. 


3. Kal xarnydpouv av- 
Tov of dpx.epets moda: 

5. Oi dé érloxvov dé- 
yovres, Ore dvaceler Tdv 
Aadv, diddoKwy Kad’ 
8dns Tis Iovdalas, dpéd- 
pevos dd THs T'adiA\alas 
fws Ob. 

4. ‘O dé IliAa ros 1a- 
Aww érnpdrncev avbror, 
Aéywv, OvK daroxplyy ov- 
6év; Oe wboa cou KaTa- 
Haprupodety. 


Mark xv. 3. And the 
chief priests accused 
him of many things; 

Luke «xxiii. 5. And 
they were the more 
fierce, saying, He stir- 
reth up the _ people, 
teaching throughout all 
Jewry, beginning from 
Galilee to this place. 


Mark xv. 4, And Pi- 
late asked him again, 
saying, Answerest thou 
nothing? behold how 
many things they wit- 
ness against thee. 


3. But the chief priests 
accused him of many 
things. 

5. And the chief priests 
were persistent, and 
said, He has with his 
teaching stirred up the 
nation throughout Ju- 
dea, beginning with 
Galilee. 


4. And Pilate began 
once more to ask him, 
saying, Why dost thou 
not answer? Thou seest 
how they accuse thee, 
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5. ‘0 8¢ “Inoods ov- 
xére ov0ey darexplOn, 
bore Oavydfew Tov Ii- 
AaTov. 

6. WWiddros dé, adKov- 
cas Tadtialav, émnpw- 
rnoev el 6 AvOpwmos Ta- 
MaAats EoTe 

7. Kal émrvyvovs ort éx 
rhs ekovolas “Hpwdov 
éoriv, dvéreupev avrov 
mpos ‘Hpwdnv, dvta Kal 
adrov év ‘Tepocohiuors év 
Tavrais Tals Nuepass. 

8. ‘O de ‘Hpwins day 
Tov Incobdv éxdpy dav: 
hv yap Oédwv €& ikavot 
ldetv abrov, da Td GKov- 
ev mo\Aa mept avrov: 
kal HAmigé Te onmetov 
Serv br’ adrod y.vduevor. 

9, ’Emnpdra 6é ad- 
Tov év Nbyos tkavots. 
avros dé ovdév drexpl- 
vaTo avT@. 

11. "HfovOevijoas de 
avtov 6 “Hpwdns adv 
Tots oTparevuaciy avrod, 
Kal éumaléas, mepiBarwv 
abrov éc07Ta ammpay, 
dvéreuwev avrov Tw 
lidarw. 

12. ’Eyévovro dé trou 
& re ILiNdros kal 6 ‘Hpw- 
dns év abry TH huépa 
weT GAAHAWY* TpoUTHp- 
xov yap év €xOpa bvres 
mpos éauTous. 


5. But Jesus yet an- 
swered nothing; so that 
Pilate marvelled. 


Luke xxiii. 6. When 
Pilate heard of Galilee, 
he asked whether the 
man were a Galilean. 


7. And as soon as he 
knew tnat he belonged 
unto Herod’s jurisdic- 
tion, he sent him to 
Herod, who himself also 
was at Jerusalem at that 
time. 


8. And when Herod 
saw Jesus, he was ex- 
ceeding glad: for he 
was desirous to see him 
of along season, because 
he had heard many 
things of him; and he 
hoped to have seen some 
miracle done by him. 


9. Then he questioned 
with him in many 
words; but he answered 
him nothing. 


11, And Herod with 
his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked 
him, and arrayed him in 
a gorgeous robe, and 
sent him again to Pilate. 


12. And the same day 
Pilate and Herod were 
made friends together; 
for before they were at 
enmity between them- 
selves. 
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5. But Jesus did not 
answer with a single 
word, 80 that Pilate mar- 
velled very much. 


6. When Pilate heard 
of Galilee, he asked 
whether the man was a 
Galilean. 


7. When he heard that 
he belonged to Herod’s 
jurisdiction, hesent him 
to Herod, who was at 
that time at Jerusalem. 


8. And when Herod 
saw Jesus, he was very 
glac, for Herod had 
heard much of him and 
had for a long time 
wanted to see him. 
Herod thought that he 
would see him do some’ 
miracle. 


9, And he questioned 
him a great deal; but he 
did not answer him. 


11. And Herod with 
his soldiers, thinkin 
little of him, dresse 
him in a red robe, and 
sent him back to Pilate. 


12. And from that day 
Pilate and Herod be- 
came friends, for before 
they were at enmity. 


Pilate, troubled and fearing to take the matter into his 
hands, used a pretext for sending Jesus to Herod, in order 
to throw the responsibility on him, but Herod regarded 


the whole affair as of little consequence. 


He had heard 


of Jesus before, and thought he would find something 
interesting in him, and so sent for him and questioned 
him; but he saw only a man who did not speak, a kind 


r 
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of a fool, and so mocked him by dressing him up and 
sending him back to Pilate. 


13. Ilidros 5é, ovy- 
Kahecdmevos Tos apxue- 
pets kal rots dpxovras 
kal Tov adr, 

14. Eire mpds atrovs, 
TlpoonvéyKaré pour Tov 
&vOpwrov TovTov, ws 
dmootpéporvra Tov Nady: 
kal iOod, éyw évwrrupy 
tudy davaxplvas ovdev 
elpov év T@ dvOpwrw@ 
TOUTW aiTLoV, @Y KaTn- 
yopetre kat atrod: 

15. ’AXN 0bde ‘Hpd- 
Ons: avéreuwa yap vuds 
mpos avTov, Kal ldov, ov- 
dev dkwov Oavarov éarl 
mempaymevoy avT@. 

16. Iladetcas ot av- 
Tov atrohlow. 


13. Ol dé waduv Expa- 
Eav, Vravpwoor avrov. 

15. Kara 6€ éopriy 
elibber 6 NYEuUav aTrohvery 
éva TO by Aw Séopmoy, dv 
jGEdov. 

16. Etyov 5é rére dé- 
opuov érlonuov, heyoue- 
vov BapaBPav. 

19." Oars Fv Oia oTd- 
giv Tid yevouevny ev TH 
moder Kal povov BEeBAn- 
pévos els pudakyy. 

17. Duvrnypévwv odv 
ait@py, elrev avrots 6 
Iliddros, Thva Oédere 
drodicw bulv; Bapap- 
Bay, 9’ Incoby rov dey6- 
pevov Xpio ry ; 

18. "Hidec yap bre dua 
pbbvov rapédwKay airy. 

11. Oi dé dpxuepers 
dvécecay Tov Sx ov, iva 
BadNov Tov BapaBBav 
drontoy avrots. 


Luke xaviti. 13. And 
Pilate, when he had 
called together the chief 
priests and the rulers 
and the people, 


14. Said unto them, Ye 
have brought this man 
unto me, as one that 
perverteth the people; 
and, behold, I, having 
examined him before 
you, have found no fault 
in this man touching 
those things whereof ye 
accuse him: 


15. No, nor yet Herod: 
for I sent you to him; 
and, lo, nothing worthy 
of death is done unto 
him. 


16. I will therefore 
chastise him, and re- 
lease him. 


Mark xv. 13. And they 
cried out again, Crucify 
him. 

Matt. xvii. 15. Now at 
that feast the governor 
was wont to release unto 
the people a prisoner, 
whom they would. 


16. And they had then 
a notable prisoner, 
called Barabbas. 


Luke xxiii. 19. (Who 
for a certain sedition 
made in the city, and 
for murder, was cast in- 
to prison.) 

Mait. cxvit. 17. There- 
fore when they were 
gathered together, Pi- 
Jate said unto them, 
Whom will ye that I re- 
lease unto you? Barab- 
bas, or Jesus waich is 
called Christ? 

18. For he knew that 
for envy they had deliv- 
ered him. 

Mark xv. 11. But the 
chief priests moved the 
people, that he should 
rather release Barabbas 
unto them. 


13. But Pilate, when 
he had called together 
the chief priests and the 
rulers and the people, 


14. Said to them, You 
have brought this man 
to me, because he per- 
verts the people; and 
here I have examined 
him in your presence, 
and have found no fault 
in him, of which you 
accuse him; 


15. Nor has Herod 
found any, for I sent 
you to him; and you see 
that nothing has been 
found for which he 
should be worthy of 
death. 

16. And so punish him, 
and set him free. 


13. But they cried, 
Crucify him. 


15. At the feast the 
governor was in the 
habit of releasing one 
of the prisoners, whom 
they wanted, 


16. And they had then 
a prisoner, called Barab- 
bas. 


19. Barabbas had 
caused sedition and 
murder in the city, and 
was sitting in prison, 


17. And Pilate said to 
them, Whom do you 
want me to release to 
you, Barabbas or Jesus, 
who is called Christ? 


18. For he saw that 
the chief priests had de- 
livered him out of envy. 

11. But the chief 
priests incited the 
people to cry, that he 
should rather release 
Barabbas to them, 
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12. ‘O 6é Tludros 
dmoxpiOels maduy elev 
avrots, Ti ody @é)ere 
moinow bv éyere Bact- 
Néa tv ’Tovdalwy ; 

18. Ot 5€ radu expa- 
fav, Zravpwoor avrov. 

20. Iladcuy ody 6 I- 
Adros mpocepurnoe, Oé- 
Awy dmroddca Tov ’In- 
coup. 

21. Ob 6é émepwvovy 
Aéyorres,  LDravpwaor, 
oTavpwoov avrdr. 

22. ‘O 6é rplroy etre 
mpos avrovs, Th yap ka- 
kov érolnaev oTos; ov- 
dev atriov Bavadrov edpov 
év alr@: maidevoas ody 
avroy dmovow. 

4. "Ide, dyw dptv ari 
Tov iw, Wa yvOre sre 
év air@ ovdeulav airlay 
evplokw. 

6. "Ore oby eldoy ad- 


tov of apxuepets Kal of 
vmnpérat,  éxpavyacay 
Aéyorres,  Dravpwoor, 


oravpwoov. héyer avrots 
6 IiuNdros, AdBere av- 
Tov wvpeis Kal oravpd- 
cate: éyw yap obx cvdpl- 
okw év adr@ airlayv. 

7.’ AmekplOnoay abre 
oi ’Tovdaiou, ‘Hels vduov 
éxouev, kal kara Tov 
vouov nudyv dpelder drro- 
Oavety, bre éavroy vidy 
Tov Gc0d érolncev. 

8. “Ore ofv Hkovcer 6 
Tltkdros =rodrov = roy 
byov, uaddov EpoBHOn, 

9. Kal elo Oev els 7d 
Mpatrw@piov mau, Kab 
Aéyee T@ "Inood, IdGev 
el ob; 6 5é’Inoods dré6- 
Kptow ovK @dwkev adr@. 

10. Aéye of aird 6 
ThAdros, *"Euol od da- 


12. And Pilate an- 
swered and said again 
unto them, What will ye 
then that I shall do un- 
to him whom ye call the 
King of the Jews? 


13. And they cried out 
again, Crucify him. 


Luke xxiti. 20. Pilate 
therefore, willing to re- 
lease Jesus, spake again 
to them. 


21. But they cried, say- 
ing, Crucify him, cru- 
cify 


him. 

22. And he said unto 
them the third time, 
Why, what evil hath he 
done? I have found no 
cause of death in him: 
I will therefore chastise 
him, and let him go, 


John xix. 4. Behold, I 
bring him forth to you, 
that ye may know that I 
find no fault in him. 


6. When the chief 
priests therefore and 
officers saw him, they 
eried out, saying, Cru- 
cify him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, 
Take ye him, and crucify 
him: for I find no fault 
in him. 


7. The Jews answered 
him, We have a law, and 
by our law he ought to 
die, because he made 
himself the Son of God. 


8. When Pilate there. 
fore heard that saying, 
he was the more afraid; 


9. And went again in- 
to the judgment hall, 
and saith unto Jesus, 
Whence art thou? But 
Jesus gave him no an- 
swer. 


10. Then saith Pilate 
unto him, Speakest thou 
not unto me? knowest 
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12. And Pilate replied 
to them, What, then, do— 
you want me to do with 
him whom you call the 
King of the Jews? 


13. And they cried 
again, Crucify him. 


20. And Pilate again 
tried to persuade them 
that they should release 
Jesus. 


21. But they cried 
again, Crucify him. 


22. And he said to 
them for the third time, 
What wrong has he 
done you? I have found 
no cause for which he 
should be put to death; 
Punish him, and let him 

0. 
2 4. I will let him out of 
the court, for I find no 
fault in him. 


6. When the chief 
priests and their ser- 
vants saw him, they 
eried, Crucify him. 
And Pilate said, Take 
him and crucify him, 
for I find no fault in 
him. 


7. The Jews answered 
him, We have a law, and 
by our law he ought to 
die who makes _ himself 
a son of God, 


8. When Pilate heard 
this, that Jesus was the 
son of God, he was dis- 
turbed even more. 

9. And he returned to 
the court, and said to 
Jesus, Who art thou? 
But Jesus made no an- 
Swer. 


10. Pilate said to him, 
Dost thou not answer 
me? Dost thou not 
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Reis; ovK oldas re é€ou- 
olav €xw oravpdcal ce, 
kal éfouvclav éxw dro- 
Ntoal ce; 

11. ’ArexplOn 6 “In- 
cots, Ovk eixes eEovolay 
ovdeulay Kar éuod, ef wh 
hv co. dedouévoy dvwhev: 
dua TovTO 6 mapad.dovs 
bé oor pelfova apmaprlav 
exe. 


thou not that I have 
power to crucify thee, 
and have power to re- 
lease thee? 


11. Jesus answered, 
Thou. couldest have no 
power at all against me, 
except it were given 
thee from above: there- 
fore he that delivered 
me unto thee hath the 
greater sin. 
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know that I can crucify 
or release thee? 


11. And Jesus an- 
Swered, Thou hast no 
power over me, if thou 
art not taught by God. 


The last words are a useless, incoherent interpolation. 


Pilate says, I have the power to kill thee or not. 


If thou 


seest the light, thou walkest toward the light ; if thou dost 
not see it, thou wilt inevitably do the work of darkness. 
And immediately that which Jesus has said takes place. 
He, that is, Pilate, wants to save him, but cannot do so. He 
who betrayed me had the power not to do so; but thou 
hast not the power to release me, and thou wilt not 
release me; if thou wert taught the light, thou wouldst 
be able to do so, but now thou canst not do so. 


12. ’Ex rovrou é¢jrer 
6 Tlikdros darodtoa av- 
tov. Ob 6é “Tovdator 
éxpagov déyovres, * Edy 
ToiTov amonvans, ovK et 
plros Tod Kaloapos. mas 
6 Baoiwtéa avroy movwy 
dvTureye. T@ Kaicoap. 

24, ’Lddv dé 6 Ilecda- 
Tos, Ort ovdev weet, 


GNA padArov ObpuBos 
yiverat, aBav Vdwp, 
admeviyato Tas XEélpas 


dmévavtt Tob bx dou, dé- 
, AL ? - o 

yuv, A@&6s elus ard TOU 

aiuaros Tod dixalov Tov~ 
t a 

Tou’ tyuels bebe. 

25. Kal  dzaroxpiels 
mas 6 dads ele, TO alua, 
avrov éf huds Kal él 
Ta TEKVA Hay. 

23. Ol 6é éméxevTo 
puwvais weyddas, airov- 


John «ix. 12. And 
from thenceforth Pilate 
sought to release him: 
but the Jews cried out, 
saying, If thou let this 
man go, thou art not 
Cesar’s friend: whoso- 
ever maketh himself a 
king speaketh against 
Cesar.¢ 


Matt. xxvii. 24. When 
Pilate saw that he could 
prevail nothing, but 
that rather a tumult was 
made, he took water, 
and washed his hands 
before the multitude, 
saying, I am innocent of 
the blood of this just 
person: see ye to it. 


25. Then answered all 
the people, and said, His 
blood be on us, and on 
our children. 


Luke wxiti. 23. And 
they were instant with 


12. Pilate was anxious 
to release him; but the 
Jews said, If thou let- 
test him go, thou art not 
Cesar’s faithful serv- 
ant; whoever makes 
himself a king is Czsar’s 
adversary. 


24. When Pilate saw 
that he could do noth- 
ing, but that the cry was 
growing louder, he took 
water, washed his hands 
before the multitude, 
and said, I am innocent. 
of the blood of this just 
man. You see your- 
selves. 


25. And all the people 
cried, His blood is on tis 
and on our children. 


23. And they cried 
louder still, that he be 
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pevo. avTov oTaUpwOAVaL: 
kal katloxvov ai pwval 
avTav Kal TaY apxue- 
péwy. 

13. ‘O of Ilidros 
dxovoas TovTov Tov \é- 
you, Hyaryev Ew Tov In- 
covv, Kal é€xdOucev érl 
Tov BHuaTos. 

1. Tére of €daBev 6 
Ilidros roy’ Ijoody, Kal 
éuacrliywoe. 

2. Kai of orparidrac 
mréEavtes otépavoy €& 
akav0ay, éréOnkav av- 
To0 TH Kepady, Kal iud- 
Tiov moppupody mepié- 
Bandov avroy, 

29. Kal xddapov ert 
Thy Sekiav avrod: Kat 
yovuTeTngavTes €umpo- 
obev avrov, évérafov 
avr@, Néyovres, Xaipe, 
6 Bacrded’s rT Sv Iovdatwy. 

30. Kal éuarricavres 
els adrov, €daBov roy 
Kddapmov, kal eérumrov 
els THY Keay adrod. 

14, “Hy 6é rapackevy 
Tov maoxa, wpa de woel 
extn: kal Néyer Tots ’Iov- 
datos, “Ide 6 Bacrdeds 
DUO. 

_ 15. Ob 6é éxpatyacay, 
“Apov, apov, sratpwaov 
avrév. éyer avrois 6 


TliAdros, Tov Bacrdhéa 


vay oTavpwow; drre- 
KplOnoav of dpxuepets, 


Ovx exouer Baciréa ef 
uh Kalcapa. 


loud voices, requiring 
that he might be cruci- 
fied: and the voices of 
them and of the chief 
priests prevailed. 

John xix, 13. When 
Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he brought 
Jesus forth, and sat 
down in the judgment 
seat. 


1. Then Pilate there- 
fore took Jesus, and 
scourged him. 


2. And the soldiers 
platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it on his 
head, and they put on 
him a purple robe, 


Matt. xavii. 29. And 
a reed in his right hand: 
and they bowed the knee 
before him, and mocked 
him, saying, Hail, King 
of the Jews! 


30. And they spit upon 
him, and took the reed, 
and smote him on the 
head. 


John xix, 14. And it 
was the preparation of 
the passover, and about 
the sixth hour: and he 
saith unto the Jews, Be- 
hold your King! 


15. But they cried out, 
Away with him, away 
with him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests 
answered, We have no 
king but Cesar. 
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crucified, and the voices 
of the chief priests pre- 
vailed. 


13. When Pilate under- 
stood that saying, he 
brought out Jesus, and 
sat down in his judg- 
nent seat. 


1. Then Pilate took 
Jesus, and had him 
flogged. 


2. And the soldiers who 
flogged him put a crown 
on his head, and a red 
robe on him. 


29. And gave him a 
stick in his hand, and 
bowed before him, mock- 
ing him. 


30. And they boxed his 
ears and beat him on the 
head, and spit on him, 
and said, Hail, King of 
the Jews. 

14. It was the sixth 
hour, and Pilate said, 
This is your King. 


15. They cried, Take 
him and crucify him. 
Pilate said, You want 
me to crucify your king. 
The chief priests replied, 
We have no king but 
Ceesar. 


(2) Jesus had been saying all the time that the king- 
dom of God, which is in all men, must take the place of 
the kingdom of Cesar, and he was right. 


Pilate wants to save Jesus ; but he lives by the Hero- 
dian leaven, that is, for him the considerations of state are 
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higher than anything, and the chief priests know this, and 
lead him with these considerations of state, as by a leash, 


whither they want. 


5. ’EE@NGev ody 6 "I n- 
gots et&w, gpop@y Tov 
akdvOivoy orépavorv, Kai 
70 woppupody ipdriov. 
kal Néye avrocs, “Ide 6 


vin. 6. ‘Then 
came Jesus forth, wear- 
ing the crown of thorns, 
and the purple robe. 
And Pilate saith unto 
them, Behold the man! 


John 


5. Jesus came out in 
his crown and red robe, 
and said to them, Behold 
the man! 


dvOpwros. 


Q 


From the context it is Jesus who says, Behold the 
man, and not Pilate. In the mouth of Jesus these words 
can have a deep significance, but in Pilate’s mouth none 
whatever. As a doubtful place, which is of no conse- 
quence to the teaching, it may be omitted. But in the 
mouth of Jesus these words have the following meaning: 
I am a man, remember this, and everything which you 
ought to do concerning me will be clear to all, and 
your disputes and dissensions will be ended. I am a 
man, and remembering this it will be clear to you that 
you can do nothing to me. 

The verse may even be left where it stands, but it is 
also in place here, since it corresponds to Pilate’s words, 
Behold your king. 

Pilate says, Behold your king. Jesus says, Behold the 
man. And as before Jesus in a short speech replied to 
the false accusations of the Jews, expressing his whole 
teaching, even so he now with one word answers all their 
doubts and expresses all his teaching. 

In the last verses certain transpositions in the harmo- 
nization of the four gospels were inevitable. What guided 
me in these transpositions was this, that Jesus was judged 
by his chief priests, then by Pilate, then was sent to 
Herod, and then back again to Pilate, who three times 
came out to the people, trying to free Jesus, and then was 
compelled to turn him over to be put to death, because 
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the chief priests said to him that the release of Jesus 
would be unfriendly to Cesar. 


16. Tére ofy rapédw- 
kev avrov avrots, iva 
oTavpw67. 

31. ’E&ééducav adbrov 
Thy xramtda, Kal évé- 
dvoay atroy Ta ivaria 
avtod: kal amnyaryov 
avroy els TO oTavpaoa.. 

17. Kal Baordgwy 
Tov oTaupoy abTrod é&f)- 
Oev els Tov eyduevov 
Kpaviov rémov, ds déye- 
Tat EBpaiorl Toryoda: 

18."Orov atrov éorav- 
pwoav, xal per avrod 
dddXous dvo éevretOerv kal 
évrevbev, péoov dé Tov 
“Tnoobv. 

34. ‘O dé “Inoods 
€reye, Ildrep, apes av- 
Tols* ov yap oldace rh 
Towvot,  drameprfduevor 
6é Ta iudria adrot, €Ba- 
ov Kdjpov. 

29. Kal oi maparo- 
pevouevot €Bacgdimovy 
avrov, Kivotvres Tas 
kepadas avra@v, Kal dé- 
ryovres, OUa, 6 KaTaNUwr 
Tov vaov, Kal év TpLoly 
Nuepats olkodonar, 

30. Zécov ceavrdv, 


kal kardBa ard rod 
oTavpov. 
31. ‘Omolws dé Kat 


ot dpxvepets éuralvovres 
mpos &NAHAous peTa TOV 
Ypappatéwv €heyov,” AX- 
Rous owoev, éauTdv ov 
OvvaTrat cdoat. 

32. ‘O Xpucrds 6 
Bacieds Tod "Iapayd 
kataBadtw viv dard Tod 
oTaupov, iva tOwuer Kat 
ToT evo wer. 


John xix. 16. Then 
delivered he him there- 
fore unto them to be 
crucified. 

Matt. xxvii. 31. They 
took the robe off from 
him, and put his own 
raiment on him, and led 
him away to crucify 
him. 


John xix. 17. And he 
bearing his cross went 
torth into a place called 
the place of a_ skull, 
which is called in the 
Hebrew Golgotha: 


18. Where they cruci- 
fied him, and two others 
with him, on either side 
one, and Jesus in the 
midst, 


Luke xxiii. 34. Then 
said Jesus, Father, for- 
give them; for ethey 
know not what they do. 
And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. 


Mark «xv. 29, And 
they that passed by 
railed on him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, 
Ah, thou that destroyest 
the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, 


30. Save thyself, and 
come down from the 
cross. 


31. Likewise also the 
chief priests mocking 
said among themselves 
with the scribes, He 
saved others; himself he 
cannot save. 


32. Let Christ the King 
of Israel descend now 
from the cross, that we 
may see and believe. 


16. Then Pilate deliv- 
ered him to them to be 
crucified. 


31, And they took off 
his red robe, and put on 
his own garment, and 
led him away to crucify 
him, 


17. And he carried his 
cross to the place called 
Golgotha. 


18. And there they 
crucified him, and two 
others with him, on 
either side one, and 
Jesus in the middle. 


34 Jesus said, Father, 
forgive them, for they 
do not know what they 
do. 


29. And the people 
mocked him: they came 
up, and shook their 
heads, saying, And thou 
wouldst destroy the 
temple, and build it up 
again in three days; 


30. Save thyself, and 
come down from the 
cross. 


31. And the chief 
priests and learned men 
laughed among then- 
selves, saying, He has 
saved others, but cannot 
save himself. 


32. Let Christ, the 
King of the Jews, come 
down from the cross and 
we will believe him, 
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. 43. Tlémrouev émi rov 
Gedv: pucdcOw viv adror, 
ef Oé\ec avrév. eire yap, 
"Ore Gcod ele vids. 


36. ’Evéracfov dé av- 
T®@ kal of orpariOrar, 

44. Td 5’ avré Kal of 
Anoral of ocuvoTavpw- 
Oévres atT@ wveldifov 
avr@. 

39. Els dé trav xpe- 
pacbévrwy Kakovpywv 
€Bracpyue. avrov, dé- 
ywr, Hi od ef 6 Xpioros, 
o@oov ceauvrov kal nuas. 

40. ’Aroxpifels dé 6 
érepos émeriua avT@, Né- 
yur, OV5E PoBH od Tov 


iq > Lp , bo) 
Gedy, bru év TH avTw 


Kpluate el; 
4l. Kal mets perv 
Otxaiws: dia yap Gy 


érpdéapev dmodapBdvo- 
bev: ovtos dé ovdév dro- 
mov émpace. 

42. Kal éreye T@ 
"Inood, Mvycnri pou, 
KUpie, Otay EdOgns ev TH 
Bacirela cov. 

43. Kat eirev air@ 
6 ‘Inaots, "Auhv dAéyw 
got, ohuepov per euod 
gon év TG Tapadelow. 

46. Ilepi dé rhv évvd- 
Tnv wpav dveBdnoev oO 
"Inoots pwn peyadn, 
Aéyev, "HAI, HAL, Naw 
caBaxOavi; Totr’ gore, 
‘Geé wou, Geé pov, ivart 
we €yKarédures ;’ 

47. Tuves dé trav exe? 
éorwrwy axovoarTes €de- 
you, “Ore Hav pwvet 
ovTos. 

49, Oi dé dourol €de- 
yov, “Ades, ldwyev ef 
Zpxerar “HXlas owowy 
‘aurév. 


Matt. xxvii. 43. He 
trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now, if he 
will have him: for he 
said, I am the Son of 
God. 


Luke xxiii. 36. And 
the soldiers also mocked 
him. 

Matt. xxvii. 44. The 


thieves also, which were 
crucified with him, cast 
the same in his teeth. 


Luke xxiii. 39. And 
one of the malefactors 
which were hanged 
railed on him, saying, 
If thou be Christ, save 
thyself and us. 


40. But the other an- 
swering rebuked him, 
saying, Dost not thou 


fear God, seeing thou 


art in the same con- 
demnation? 
41. And we _ indeed 


justly; for we receive 
the due reward of our 


deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing 
amiss. 


42. And he said unto 
Jesus, Lord, remember 
me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom. 


43. And Jesus said 
unto him, Verily 1 say 
unto thee, To-day shalt 
thou be with me in para- 
dise.® 


‘Matt. xavii. 46. And 
about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani? that 
is to say, My God, my 
God, whye hast thou for- 
saken? me? 


47. Some of them that 
stood there, when they 
heard that, said, This 
man calleth for Elias. 


49. The rest said, Let 
be, let us see whether 
Elias will come to save 
him. 
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43. He trusted all the 
time in God; let him 
save himself now, for he 
says that he is the son 
of God. 


36. And the soldiers 
also mocked him. 


44. And the robbers, 
who were crucified with 
him, mocked him. 


39. And one of the rob- 
bers who were hanged 
with him, scoided him, 
saying, If thou art 
Christ, save thyself and 
us. 


40. But the other 
stopped him, saying, 
Dost thou not fear God? 
Thou art punished 
enough. 


41. We deserve it, but 
he has done no wrong. 


‘42. And he said to 
Jesus, Remember me, 
Lord, in thy kingdom. 


43. And Jesus said to 
him, Thou_ speakest 
truly: now thou art in 
paradise with me. 


46. About the ninth 
hour, Jesus said in a 
loud voice, Eli, Eli, la- 
ma sabachthani? which 
means, My God, my God, 
in what hast thou left 
me? 


47. Some of those who 
stood near heard it, and 


said, He is calling 
Elijah. 
49. And others said, 
Let be, let us _ see 
whether Elijah will 
come. 
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28. Mera rotro eldus 
6 'Inoots, bre ravTa Hon 
rerédeoTat, iva TehewO7 
H yeapnh, Neyer, Awa. 


48. Kal ed0éws dpaywv 
els €& atrOv, kal NaBwv 
oméyyov, mAnoas TE 
b&ous, Kal mepilels Ka- 
dpm, émrdrigey avrov. 

30. “Ore ofy 2dkaBe 7d 
df0s 6 Inaods, 

46. Kal gwvrjoas 
puvy peyaryn 6 “Ingots 
ele, Ildrep, els xetpas 
gov mapabjoopa. TO 
mvevud [ov. 

30. TeréXeorau Kal 
KAlvas THY Kepadiy, 
mapédwKke TO mvedua. 


John wiz. 28. After 
this, Jesus knowing that 
all things were now ac- 
complished, that the 
Scripture might be ful- 
filled, saith, I. thirst. 

Matt. vavii. 48. And 
straightway one of them 
ran, and took a sponge, 
and filled it with vine- 
gar, and put itonareed, 
and gave hii to drink. 


John «xix. 30. When 
Jesus therefore had re- 
ceived the vinegar, 

Luke xxiii. 46. And 
when Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he 
said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my 
spirit. 

John xix. 30. It is 
finished: and he bowed 


his head, and gave up 
the ghost. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


28. Then Jesus called 
out, I want to drink. 


48. And a man took a 
sponge, and filled it with 
vinegar, and put itona 
reed, and gave him this 
vinegar to drink. 


30. And when Jesus 
had partaken of the 
vinegar, 

46. He said in a loud 
voice, Father, into thy 
hands I give my spirit. 


30. It is finished: and 
he bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost. 


(a) In many texts this is wanting. The robber has 
heard about a King Jesus, and says, Remember me in 
thy kingdom, that is, can I not in some way be with 


thee ? 


(b) The robber took pity on Jesus, and this feeling of 
pity was a manifestation of life, and so Jesus says to him, 


Thou livest. 


(c) Jesus is barely alive, and calls out, My God, in 
what, in what weary body, hast thou left my spirit. 
(d) éyxatarelrw, to leave in something. 


THE VICTORY OF THE 


SPIRIT OVER THE FLESH 


Having said this, Jesus went with his disciples into 


the garden of Gethsemane. 


And when he came into the 


garden, he said, Let us stay here, I want to pray. 
And he went up to Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 


and was sorrowful and grieved. And he said to them, 
My heart is heavy, I shall be sorrowful before my death. 
Stay here, and be not dispirited, as I am. 
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And he went a little distance away, and lay down on 
the ground on his face, and began to pray, and said, 
My Father, spirit, let it not be as I wish it, that I should 
not die, but do as thou wishest: let me die, but to thee, 
as a spirit, everything is possible, and so let me not be 
afraid of death and have the temptation of the flesh. 

Then he got up, and went up to his disciples, and saw 
that they were dispirited, and said to them, Can you not 
for one hour be strong in spirit, so as not to fall into the 
temptation of the flesh? The spirit is strong, but the flesh 
is weak. 

And again Jesus went away from them, and began to 
pray, and said, Father, if I must die, let me die, let thy 
will be done. 

And having said this, he again walked over to his dis- 
ciples, and he saw that they were even more dispirited 
than before, and were ready to weep. And he went 
away from them again, and said for the third time, 
Father, thy will be done. 

Then he returned to the disciples, and said to them, 
Sleep awhile and rest yourselves, for now the son of 
man will soon be delivered into the hands of the men 
of the world. Then wake up, for he who will betray me 
is coming already. 

And when he had said this, Judas, one of the twelve 
disciples, suddenly appeared, and with him there was a 
large crowd of people with clubs and knives. 

Judas knew that Jesus and his disciples frequently 
came to this garden, and so he brought there the guards 
and the servants of the chief priests. He said to them, I 
will bring you where he is with the disciples, and that 
you may be able to recognize him, watch whom I shall 
kiss first, for it is he. 

And he went up to Jesus, and said, Hail, teacher, and 
kissed him. 

And Jesus said to him, Didst thou come for this ? 
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Then the guards surrounded Jesus, and wanted to take 
him. And Peter took a knife away from one of the serv- 
ants of the chief priests, and cut off his ear. 

Jesus said, We must not resist evil; let this be. And 
he said to Peter, Give the sword back to him from whom 
thou tookest it; he who takes up the sword will perish 
by the sword. 

After this Jesus turned to the whole crowd, and said, . 
Why did you come against me with weapons, as against a 
robber? Have I not been every day amidst ‘you in the 
temple, teaching you? Why did you not take me then? 
You could do nothing to me in the light of the day, for 
your power is only in the darkness. 

When his disciples saw that he was taken, they fled. 
Then the chief commanded the soldiers to take Jesus 
and bind him, and to take him first to Annas, who was 
Caiaphas’s father-in-law, for Caiaphas was the high priest 
in that year, and was living with his father-in-law. It 
was the same Caiaphas who had been planning to destroy 
Jesus. He considered it useful for the nation to des- 
troy Jesus, for if he did not destroy Jesus, it would 
have been worse for the whole nation. 

And Jesus was brought into the yard of the house, 
where the high priest was living. 

While they were leading Jesus there, one of the dis- 
ciples, Peter, walked behind, to see where they were going 
to take him. When they took him into the courtyard of 
the high priest, Peter went there himself to see how it 
would all end. And a girl in the yard saw Peter, and 
said to him, Art thou also with Jesus of Galilee ? 

Peter was frightened, lest he should be also accused, 
and said in a loud voice before all the people, I do not 
know what thou sayest. 

Then, when Jesus was taken into the house, and Peter 
entered the vestibule with the people, and a woman was 
warming herself at the fire, and Peter went up to her, the 
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woman looked at him, and said to the people, Behold, 
this man looks as though he belonged to Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

Peter was frightened even more than before, and swore 
that he had never been with Jesus, and did not know 
what kind of a man Jesus was. 

A little while later some men walked over to Peter, 
and said, It looks, though, as if thou wert one of these 
seditious people ; we can tell by thy speech that thou art 
from Galilee. 

Then Peter began to curse and swear that he had never 
seen or known Jesus. And the moment he had said this, 
a cock crew. And Peter recalled the words which Jesus 
had spoken, when Peter swore that though all might 
deny him, he would not deny him. Jesus had said, To- 
night thou wilt deny me thrice before cockcrow. And 
Peter went away from the yard, and wept bitterly. 

And the pastors, chief priests, scribes, and rulers as- 
sembled at the house of the high priest. And when all 
were assembled, they brought Jesus, and the chief priests 
asked him what his doctrine consisted in, and who his 
disciples were. 

And Jesus replied, I have always spoken before’ all, 
and have never concealed anything from men. What 
askest thou me about? Ask those who have heard and 
understood my teaching, and they will tell thee. 

When Jesus said this, one of the chief priests’ servants 
struck Jesus in the face, and said, With whom art thou 
speaking? Is this the way to answer a chief priest ? 

Jesus said, If I spoke badly, say so; but if I did not 
speak badly, why do you beat me? 

The pastors, the chief priests, tried to accuse Jesus, and 
at first did not find any good cause for which he might be 
sentenced. Then they found two false witnesses. These 
false witnesses said of Jesus, We ourselves heard this 
man say, I will destroy this hand-made temple of yours, 
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and in three days will build you up another temple of 
God, one which is not made by hand. 

But even this was not sufficient cause for an accusation. 
And so the chief priest called out Jesus, and said, Why 
dost thou not reply to their testimony ? 

Jesus was silent, and said nothing. 

Then the chief priest said to him, Tell me, then, art 
thou the Christ, the son of God ? 

Jesus answered him, and said, Yes, I am Christ, the 
son of God. And you will soon see for yourselves that 
the son of God is equal to God. 

Then the chief priest called out, Thou blasphemest 
God, and now we need no further proofs: we have all 
heard thee blaspheme God. 

And the chief priest turned to the assembly, and said, 
You have heard yourselves that he blasphemes God, so 
what do you sentence him to? 

And all said, We condemn him to death. 

And then all the people and the guards pressed forward 
toward Jesus, and began to spit into his face, and strike 
him, and scratch him. They covered his eyes, and boxed 
his ears, and asked, Well, prophet, canst thou guess who 
has struck thee ? 

And Jesus was silent. | 

After they had mocked him, they bound him and took 
him before Pontius Pilate. 

And he was brought to the court. Pilate, the governor, 
came out to them, and asked, Of what do you accuse this 
man ? 

They said, This man is doing evil, and so we have 
brought him before thee. 

Pilate said to them, If he does evil, judge him your- 
selves according to your law. 

And they said, We have brought him to thee that thou 
shouldst put him to death, for we may not kill. 

And so that which Jesus had wished was fulfilled: he 
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had said that he must be prepared to die on the cross at 
the hands of the Romans, and not by his own death, or 
at the hands of the Jews. 

When Pilate asked him of what they accused him, - 
they said that he was guilty in that he created sedition 
among the people, forbidding them to pay taxes to Cesar, 
and calling himself Christ and king. 

Pilate listened to them, and commanded that Jesus be 
brought to the court. When Jesus came in to him, 
Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews ? 

Jesus said, Why dost thou ask? Dost thou ask in 
thy own name whether I am the King of the Jews, 
or dost thou ask whether what they say of me is true? 

Pilate said, I am not a Jew, and it makes no difference 
to me what thou callest thyself, but I ask thee only what 
thou hast done? Didst thou call thyself king ? 

Jesus replied, I taught the kingdom which is not of 
earth. 

To this Pilate replied, Still thou considerest thyself 
a king. 

Jesus said, Not only I, but even thou canst not help 
considering me a king. All I teach is to reveal the 
truth to you. And every man who lives by the truth 
will understand me. 

Pilate did not wish to listen to Jesus, and said, 
Thou speakest of truth; what is truth? and having 
said this, he turned around and went again to the chief 
priests, and said to them, In my opinion this man has 
done no wrong. 

And the chief priests were persistent, and said that he 
had done much wrong and was creating sedition in all of 
Judea as far as Galilee. 

Then Pilate began to question Jesus once more in the 
presence of the chief priests, but Jesus made no reply. 

Thou seest how they accuse thee, so why dost thou not 
justify thyself ? 
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But Jesus kept silence, and did not say another word, 
so that Pilate marvelled at him. 

Pilate happened to think that Galilee was under 
Herod’s jurisdiction, and so he asked, Is he from Galilee ? 

He was told, Yes. 

Then he said, If he is from Galilee, he is under Herod’s 
jurisdiction, and I will send him to Herod. 

Herod was at thac time in Jerusalem, and Pilate sent 
Jesus to Jerusalem to Herod, that he might get rid of him. 
When Jesus was brought to Herod, Herod was very glad 
‘to see him. He had heard a great deal about Jesus, and 
wanted to know what kind of a man he was. Herod 
called him up, and began to question him concerning 
everything he wanted to know, but Jesus did not answer 
him. But the chief priests and teachers accused him 
fiercely, as before Pilate, saying that he was a rioter. 
And Herod regarded Jesus as a worthless man, and, to 
rail at him, ordered his servants to put a red robe on him, 
and sent him back to Pilate. 

Herod was satisfied that Pilate had respected him 
by sending Jesus to his court, and so they made peace, 
for they had been at odds before. When Jesus was 
brought back to Pilate, Pilate once more called the chief 
priests and rulers of the Jews, and said to them, You 
brought this man to me, saying that he created sedition 
among the people, and I questioned him in your presence, 
and do not see that he is a rioter. I sent him with you 
to Herod, and you see that nothing harmful was found 
there against him, and so it 1s my opinion that there is no 
cause for putting him to death, and that it would be 
better to set him free. 

When the chief priests heard this, they cried out, No, 
put him to death, put him to death in Roman fashion. 
Crucify him. 

Pilate heard what they said, and replied to the chief 
priests, Very well; but it is your habit to pardon a 
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criminal at your feast. There is a murderer and rioter, 
Barabbas by name, who is sitting in my prison. One of 
the two you must release: whom will you pardon, Jesus 
or Barabbas ? 

Pilate wanted to save Jesus, but the chief priests 
instructed the people to ery, Barabbas, Barabbas ! 

And so Pilate said, And what will you do with Jesus ? 
And they cried again, In Roman fashion, on the cross, 
crucify him ! 

And Pilate tried to persuade them, saying, Why do you 
urge me so? He has not done anything for which he 
should be put to death, and he has done you no wrong. 
I will release him, for I see no guilt in him. 

The chief priests and their servants cried, Crucify him, 
crucify him! 

And Pilate said to them, If so, take him and crucify 
hin, for I see no fault in him. 

The chief priests replied, We demand that which comes 
to him for calling himself the son of God. 

When Pilate heard these words, he was troubled, for he 
did not know what was meant by the words, Son of God. 
And he went back to the court, and called Jesus, and 
asked him, Who art thou, and whence dost thou come ? 

But Jesus made no reply to him. 

Then Pilate said, Why dost thou not answer? Dost 
thou not see that thou art in my power, and that I can 
crucify or release thee ? 

Jesus answered him, The evil is that thou hast the 
power; if thou wert not entrusted with power, the He- 
rodians would not have enticed thee and led thee into 
offence, both thee, and themselves and the teachers with 
thee. 

Pilate wished to release Jesus, but the Jews said to 
him, If thou lettest Jesus go, thou wilt prove that thou 
art not a faithful servant of Czesar, for he who makes 
himself a king is Ceesar’s enemy. 
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When Pilate heard these words, he understood that he 
could not help but put Jesus to death. 

Then Pilate went out to the Jews, took some water, 
washed his hands before the people, and said, 1 am 
not guilty of the blood of this righteous: man. 

And the whole people cried out, Let the blood be on us 
and on our children. . 

Thus the chief priests prevailed. Pilate sat down in 
his judgment seat, and ordered Jesus to be flogged. 
When he was flogged, the soldiers who flogged him put a 
crown on his head, and gave him a stick into his hands, 
and threw a red robe over his shoulders, and began to 
mock him. They bowed before him in mockery, and 
said, Rejoice, King of the Jews; and they struck his 
face and head, and spit into his face. 

Pilate said to them, How can you have your king 
crucified ? 

But the chief priests cried out, Crucify him; our king 
is Cesar, — crucify him. 

Jesus came out in the crown and the red robe, and said, 
Behold, here is a man. 

Then Pilate ordered that he be crucified. 

The red robe was taken off Jesus and his own was 
put on him, and he was told to carry his own cross 
to the place called Golgotha, in order that they might 
crucify him there. And he carried his cross and came 
to Golgotha. And there they stretched Jesus out on the 
cross, and two men with him, one at each side of him, and 
Jesus in the middle. 

As they were crucifying Christ, he said, Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing. 

And when Jesus was already hanging on the cross, the 
people surrounded him, and mocked him. 

They came up, and shook their heads, and said, Well, 
thou wouldst destroy the temple of Jerusalem and build 
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it up again in three days, so save thyself and come down 
from the cross. ; 

And the chief priests and pastors stood there, and 
mocked him, and said, Thou hast saved others, but thou 
canst no save thyself. Show us that thou art Christ, 
come down from the cross, and then we will believe thee. 
He has been saying that he is the son of God, and that 
God would not leave him, so why has God left him now ? 

And the people and chief priests and soldiers mocked 
him, and so did one of the robbers who were crucified 
with him. 

One of the robbers, mocking him, said, If thou art 
Christ, save thyself and us. 

But the other robber heard this, and said, Dost thou 
not fear God? Thou art thyself on the cross, and yet 
railest at an innocent man. Thou and I are being pun- 
ished for what we have done, but this man has done no 
wrong. 

And turning to Jesus, this robber said to him, Sir, 
remember me in thy kingdom. 

And Jesus said to him, Thou art blessed with me 
at once. 

In the ninth hour Jesus, being worn out, cried out in a 
loud voice, Eli, El, lama sabachthani, which means, My 
God, my God, in what hast thou left me ? 

And when they heard this among the people, they 
began to speak and laugh, He is calling Elijah the 
prophet; let us see how Elijah will come. 

Then Jesus said, I want to drink, and a man took 
a sponge, dipped it in vinegar, for a vat of it was stand- 
ing near by, and raised it up to Jesus on a reed. 

Jesus sucked the sponge, and said in a loud voice, It is 
finished. Father, into thy hands I give up my spirit. 

And inclining his head, he gave up the ghost. 


CONCLUSION TO THE INVESTIGATION OF 
THE GOSPEL 


Witx the words, It is finished, the Gospel is ended. 
To those who saw the divinity of Jesus in this, that he 
was not like other men, the resurrection may have been 
convincing, that is, may have proved to them that he was 
not like other men, and only that he was not lke other 
men, and nothing else; but only to those who saw Jesus 
die, and were convinced that he was dead, and then saw 
him alive, and were convinced that he was alive. But, 
according to the description of the evangelists, except 
Luke, who suddenly mentions his ascension in the pres- 
ence of five hundred men, there were no such people, for 
according to their description he came as a dream, as 
a vision. 

Let us even assume that he came in the flesh, and that 
Thomas put his fingers into his wounds, what did this 
prove to Thomas? That he was not like other men. 
But what follows from his not being like other men ? 
Only this, that other people, such as all are, would find it 
very hard or impossible to do what a special being did. 
But if even it were necessary to convince people that he 
was not like other men, his appearance to Thomas and 
ten other men and later to five hundred men could not 
have conyinced others, who had not seen this resurrection ; 
it was only the disciples who told of the resurrection, but 
one can tell anything one wishes; to believe the stories 
of the disciples, one must have the assurance that these 
stories are true. And to confirm the truth of their stories 
the disciples tell that tongues of fire descended upon them, 

362 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 853 


and that they themselves wrought miracles, healed, and 
raised from the dead. Again, that the tongues came 
down and that the disciples raised from the dead and 
healed, the disciples of the disciples prove by new 
miracles, and so until the present relics and saints heal 
and raise from the dead; and it turns out that the divin- 
ity of Christ is based on the story of unusual events. But 
the stories of unusual events are based on stories of other 
unusual events, and the last unusual events have not been 
seen by men in their sound senses. 

Very well, Christ was raised from the dead, made his 
appearance, and flew to heaven: has this explained any- 
thing? has it added anything to his teaching? Nothing, 
absolutely nothing, except the necessity of inventing new, 
unnecessary miracles, in order to confirm this invented, 
unnecessary miracle. We have seen and read the teach- 
ing about Christ’s life previous to the resurrection, and in 
the most corrupt parts of this teaching there shines always 
the light of the truth which he announced to the world. 
No matter how crudely the recording evangelists compre- 
hended the teaching, they rendered the words and actions 
of the man Jesus, and the light startles us. Now what 
is added to the teaching after the resurrection by what 
Christ did and said after the resurrection ? 

He appears for some reason to Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom he had cast seven devils, and tells her not to touch 
him, for he has not yet entered to his Father. 

Then he appears to the women, and tells them that he 
will come to his brothers. 

Then he appears to his disciples, and explains some- 
thing to them of Moses in the whole Scripture. 

And now they see him, and now they do not see him. 
Then he appears to his disciples, rebukes them for not 
believing, shows them his side, and breathes on them, and 
this causes the sins to be remitted to those to whom they 
remit them. Then he appears to Thomas, and says noth- 
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ing. Then he catches fish, a large amount of them, with 
his disciples, and says three times to Peter, Feed my 
sheep, and predicts Peter’s death. 

Then he appears to a crowd of five hundred at once, 
‘and again he says nothing. Then he says that to him 
is given power in heaven and on earth, and that therefore 
they must bathe people in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and that he who is bathed will 
be saved, and that those to whom they wil transmit this 
spirit will take up snakes and drink poison without harm, 
and speak in all languages, which they naturally have 
never done. Then he flies to heaven. He said nothing 
more. What sense was there in his resurrection, since 
he did and said only these foolish things ? 

And so: 

1. The resurrection, like any story about something 
incomprehensible, cannot prove anything. 

2. The resurrection, like any miracle, if a man has seen 
it, can prove only that something contrary to the laws of 
reason has happened, and that a man who has been sub-- 
ject to a miracle has been subject to something unusual, 
and nothing else. But if on the basis of a miracle the 
conclusion is drawn that a man who is not subject to 
the laws of reason is an unusual man, such a conclusion 
is correct only for those who contemplate the miracle, 
and only as long as they contemplate it. A story about 
a miracle cannot convince any one, so that the truth has 
to be confirmed by a miracle which has taken place with 
the one who tells about it. The confirmation of the truth 
of a miracle by another miracle inevitably leads to the 
fabrication of new miracles, up to our own time, in order 
to confirm the truth of the narrator, though in our time 
we see clearly that there are no miracles, and that, as 
miracles are invented for the present time, they must 
have been invented for the past. The story about the 
miracle of Christ’s resurrection betrays its untruth in that 
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it sharply differs in its primitiveness, insignificance, and, 
simply, stupidity from all previous descriptions of Christ’s 
life, and shows clearly that the story of Christ’s real life 
had for its foundation actual life, full of depth and holi- 
ness; but the story of the resurrection and the supposed 
actions and speeches after it no longer had life for its 
basis, and is altogether a fabrication. No matter how crude 
and primitive the description of Christ’s life is, the holi- 
ness of his life and the elevation of his personality shines 
through the crudeness and primitiveness of the writers ; 
but when there is no longer anything real at the basis of 
the description, but only mere inventions, this primitive- 
ness and crudeness appear in all their nakedness. They 
have evidently managed to raise him from the dead, but 
they cannot make him say or do anything worthy of 
him. 

3. The miracle of the resurrection is directly opposed 
to the teaching of Christ, consequently it was hard to 
make Christ say anything characteristic of him after the 
resurrection, since the very idea that he could rise from 
the dead is contrary to the whole meaning of his teaching. 
We must fail to comprehend his whole teaching, in order 
that we may conceive of the possibility of his resurrection 
in the body. He even directly denied the resurrection, ex- 
plaining how we were to understand the resurrection of 
which the Jews spoke. 

How the dead are raised, he said, Moses showed in 
the bush, when he called God the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; God is 
not a God of the dead, but of the living; for to God all 
are living. He said, The spirit brings to life, and the 
flesh is of little avail. He said, I am the living bread, 
which has come down from heaven. He said, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. He said, I am the resur- 
rection and the life. And him who taught that he was 
‘that which was sent from God into the world, to give 
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life to men; that which gave life; that which is the 
spirit; that which does not die; that which will return 
to men as the spirit of truth, — him they understood to 
say that he was to rise from the dead in the flesh. Indeed, 
what could that Jesus do, who was glad to return to the 
Father, that Jesus who, dying, said, Into thy hands I 
give up my spirit? . What could he do and say, when he 
was imagined to have risen from the dead in the flesh, 
except what was contrary to his teaching? And so it 
was. 

This legend of the resurrection, which is expressed in 
the last chapters of the gospels, which did not have 
Christ’s life and words for its basis, and which wholly 
belongs to the views held by the recorders of the gos- 
pels on the life and teaching of Jesus, is remarkable and 
instructive in that these chapters clearly show the depth 
of the layer of misunderstanding, with which the whole 
description of Jesus’ life and teaching is. covered. It is 
as though a precious painting were covered with a thick 
layer of paint, and those spots, where the paint got on 
the bare wall, showed clearly the depth of the layer 
which covered the picture itself. The story of the resur- 
rection gives the key for the comprehension and explana- 
tion of all miracles, of which the Gospel is tull, and of 
those contradictory words and conceptions by which the 
meaning of the best passages of the teaching is frequently 
destroyed. 

It is not known who wrote the fourth gospel, and the 
history of criticism has come to the conclusion that we 
shall never find that out. There may be more or less 
probable suppositions as to time, place, persons; supposi- 
tions as to what gospel, or what part of what gospel, 
is copied from another, but their origin is unknown. We 
cannot judge of the historical trustworthiness of the Gos- 
pel, but we are able to judge of the quality of the books 
shemselves, We can judge as to what formed the foun- 
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dation of the Christian beliefs of men, and what did not 
have any influence on the beliefs. 

From this side we see in the gospels two sharply dis- 
tinguished parts of the expositions: one the exposition 
of the teaching; the other, an attempt at proving the 
truth of the teaching, or, more correctly, the importance 
of the teaching, such as are the miracles, prophecies, and 
predictions. The teaching has passed the centuries unim- 
paired, — all agree on this. The proofs, which, no doubt, 
were proofs, now form the chief stumbling-block in the 
- acceptance of the teaching. 

To this part belong all the miracles and the chief 
miracle, the resurrection. In the description of the 
resurrection, aS in an event fabricated without any 
foundation, it is easiest of all to follow out the methods 
of the formation of such legends, and the causes of 
their acceptance, and the methods of their exposition, 
and their significance, and their consequences. The 
origin of the legend of the resurrection was a confir- 
mation of the veracity of the writers (except Luke), and 
it is written down in the gospels so clearly that every 
unbiassed man cannot help but see the most natural 
germ of the legend, such as around us spring up every 
day in the stories of miraculous relics, saints, magicians. 
The stories and articles of spiritualism, of the girl who 
materialized and danced, are told more definitely and 
more circumstantially than the story of the resurrection. 
Nothing could be clearer than the history of the growth 
of this legend. On the Sabbath they went to see the 
grave. The body was not there. Evangelist John tells 
that they said that the disciples had taken out the body. 
Women come to the grave, one of them Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom seven devils have been cast, and she is the 
first to say that she saw something at the grave, some- 
thing like a gardener, or an angel, or him himself. The 
utory passes from gossips to gossips, and then to the dis- 
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ciples. Eighty years later they tell that such and such 
a man saw him there and then, but all the accounts are’ 
contradictory and indefinite. The disciples do not invent 
them, — so much is evident, — but none of: the men who 
revere his memory dare contradict what, in their opinion, 
tends to add to his glory, and, above all, to convince 
others that he is from God, and that God produced a 
miracle in his honour. It seems to them that this is 
the best proof, and the legend grows and spreads. 

The legend aids in the dissemination of the teaching, 
but the legend is a lie, while the teaching is truth. And - 
so the teaching is no longer transmitted in all the purity 
of the truth, but intermingled with the lie. One he pro- 
vokes another for its confirmation. New false legends 
of miracles are told in confirmation of the first false 
legend. There appear legends of miracles wrought by 
the followers of Christ and of miracles which preceded 
him, —of his procreation, his birth, his whole life, — 
and the whole teaching is mixed with hes. The whole 
exposition of his life and teaching is covered up by a 
thick layer of paint of the miraculous, which dims the 
teaching. New believers join Christ’s faith, not so much 
in consequence of his teaching, as of the faith in the 
miraculousness of his life and actions. And there comes 
that terrible time, when there appears the conception of 
faith, not of wéotws, of which Christ speaks (the inward 
inevitableness of conviction, which becomes the basis of 
life), but as a consequence of an effort of will, when one 
ean say, I command you to believe, I want to believe, 
you must believe. There comes the time, when all the 
false legends take the place of the teaching, all are gath- 
ered into one, are formulated, and are expressed as dogma, 
that is, as decrees. The crowd, the rude crowd, takes 
possession of the teaching, and smearing it over with the 
false legends, obscures it. 

But, in spite of all the efforts of the crowd, the chosen 
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people see the truth through all the mire of lies and carry 
it in all its purity through the ages, by the side of the 
les, and in this form the teaching reaches us. He who 
in our day, be he Catholic, Peotestai: Orthodox, Milker, 
Stundist, Khlyst, Eunuch, Rationalist, or of any other 
creed, reads the Gospel, finds himself in a strange posi- 
tion. He who does not purposely shut his eyes cannot 
help but see that, if there is not everything in it which 
we know and live by, there is at least something very 
wise and significant. But this wisdom and signifidance 
is expressed in such a monstrously bad way, as Gothe 
says, that one cannot find a worse written book than the 
Gospel, and is buried in such a lumber of monstrous, 
stupid, even unpoetical legends that one does not know 
what to do with this book. There is no other interpreta- 
tion in this book than what the different churches give 
to it. These interpretations are all filled with absurdities 
and contradictions, so that in the beginning one is con- 
fronted with an alternative: either, as the Russian prov- 
erb has it, to get furious at the lice and chuck the fur 
coat into the stove, that is, to reject the whole as absurd, 
as ninety-nine of every hundred men actually do, or to 
subvert reason, as the church commands us to do, and 
accept everything stupid and unimportant with what is 
wise and important, which is actually done by the remain- 
ing hundredth of men, who either have no vision, or know 
how to squint in such a way that they do not see what 
they do not wish to see. But this alternative is not firmly 
grounded. It is enough to show these people what they 
did not wish to see, and they involuntarily reject with 
the lie the truth which was mixed in with it. What is 
terrible in this case is this, that the lie, which is smeared 
in with the truth, is not smeared in by the enemies of 
truth, but by its first friends: that this lie was considered 
of importance and served as the first instrument for the 
dissemination and propagation of truth is proved by this, 
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that the lie about Christ’s resurrection was, during the 
times of the apostles and the martyrs of the first centu- 
ries, the chief proof of the truth of Christ’s teaching. It 
is true, this same fable of the resurrection was also the 
chief cause of unbelief in the teaching. The pagans in 
all the lives of the first Christian martyrs call them men 
who believe in this, that their crucified one rose from the 
dead, and quite legitimately rail at them for this. 

But the Christians did not see this, just as the popes 
in Kiev do not see that their straw-stuffed relics are on 
the one hand an incitement to faith, and on the other an 
obstacle to it. Then, during the first times of Christian- 
ity, it cannot be denied that they were necessary; I am 
even willing to admit that they codperated in the dis- 
semination and confirmation of faith. I can imagine 
how, thanks to faith in the miracle, men came to see 
the importance of the teaching and turned to it. The 
miracle was not a proof of the truth, but of the im- 
portance of the matter. The miracle attracted attention, 
—the miracle was an advertisement. Everything which 
happened was foretold; a voice speaks from heaven, the 
sick are healed, the dead rise,— how, then, can one help 
directing his attention to the teaching, and trying to 
grasp it? Its truth enters the soul, but the miracles are 
only an advertisement. Thus the lie was useful. But it 
could be useful only in the first time, and only because 
it attracted men to the truth. If there had been no lie, 
the teaching might have been disseminated more quickly 
still. But there is no need of considering what might 
have happened. The life of that time concerning the 
miracles may be compared with this, as if a man sowed a 
forest, and in the sowing put up a sign saying that God 
sowed this forest, and that he who does not believe that 
there is a forest here will be eaten up by monsters. Men 
are to believe it, and must beware of tramping down the 
forest. This might have been useful and necessary in its 
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time, when there was not any forest there, but when the 
forest grows up, it is evident that that which was useful 
became unnecessary and harmful, as a lie. The same is 
true of the belief in miracles, which is connected with the 
teaching: the belief in them aided in the propagation of 
the faith, — they may have been useful; but the teaching 
has been disseminated and confirmed, and the belief in 
miracles has become useless and harmful. So long as 
they believed in miracles and in the lie, it happened that 
the teaching itself took such firm root that its stability 
and dissemination became an essential proof of its truth. 
The teaching has passed unimpaired through the ages, — 
all agree to this, — and the external, miraculous proofs of 
its truths now form the chief stumbling-block in accept- 
ing the teaching. To us now the proofs of the truth and 
importance of Christ’s teaching are only an obstacle which 
prevents our seeing the significance of Christ. 

Its existence of eighteen hundred years among billions 
of people sufficiently attests its importance. Maybe it 
was necessary to say that the forest was planted by God 
and that. a monster guarded it and God defended it; 
maybe it was necessary to say so as long as there was no 
forest ; but now I live in this forest of eighteen hundred 
years of existence, when it has all grown up and sur- 
rounds me on all sides. I need no proofs that it exists: 
it does exist. So let us leave out what was necessary at 
some past period, in order to make the forest grow, — to 
form the teaching of Christ. 

Many things were necessary, but the question is not the 
investigation of how the teaching was formed; the ques- 
tion is as to the significance of the teaching. It is the 
business of history to investigate how the teaching was 
formed ; but for the comprehension of the meaning of the 
teaching we do not need any reflections on the methods 
used for the confirmation ot the truth, of the teaching. 
These two parts are sharply separated in all the gospels; 
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as I have said, the four gospels are like a wonderful 
painting which for temporary purposes is all covered up 
with a deep layer of paint. This paint is continued 
to both sides of the painting: the layer over the bare 
wall, — previous to the birth of Christ, — all the legends 
about John the Baptist, about the procreation, and about 
the birth; then follows the layer over the painting, — 
miracles, prophecies, and predictions; and then the layer 
over the bare wall again, —the legends of the resurrec- 
tion and the acts of the apostles, etc. Knowing the 
thickness of the layer and its composition, we must 
scratch it off where it runs over the bare wall and is 
particularly evident in the legend of the resurrection, 
and carefully scrape it off from the whole painting, and 
then only shall we understand the painting in all its 
significance, and it is this that I have been trying to do. 
My idea is as follows: The Gospel consists of two dis- 
tinct parts so far as purposes are concerned. One is the 
exposition of Christ’s teaching; the other is the proof of 
the importance and divinity of this teaching. All the 
churches agree on this. The proofs of the importance 
and divinity of Christ’s teaching are based on the con- 
sciousness of the truth of Christ’s teaching (on which all 
the churches also agree) and on external historical proofs 
of the significance, importance, and divinity of the teach- 
ing, such as were collected in the gospels in the first time 
of the teaching and such as, by their essence, could have 
been convincing only to the eye-witnesses, but in our 
time attain the opposite result, by repelling from the com- 
prehension of and belief in the teaching of the church, 
not the enemies of Christ, but the men who are sincerely 
devoted to the teaching. Nor can the churches help 
admitting that the aim of these proofs of the importance 
is the conviction of the truth of the teaching, and if there 
presents itself another, not an internal, but an external, 
historical proof of the importance of the teaching, which 
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is complete, incontrovertible, and clear, then we must 
reject those proofs which call forth incredulity and which 
serve as an obstacle in the propagation of the teaching, 
and hold on to the incontrovertible and clear external 
proof of the importance. Such a proof, which did not 
exist in the first times, is the dissemination of the teach- 
ing itself, which penetrates all human knowledge, serves as 
a foundation of human life, and is constantly expanding. 
Thus, in order that we may understand the teaching, we 
not only can, but must inevitably put aside from the 
teaching all those proofs of its truth, which give way to 
other indubitable proofs, and which give nothing for the 
comprehension of the teaching and serve as a chief ob- 
stacle to its acceptance. Even if these proofs were not 
harmful, they are no longer necessary, since they have an 
entirely different purpose and can add nothing to the 
teaching. 
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PREFACE 


TuIs Short Exposition of the Gospel is an extract from 
a large work which is lying in manuscript and cannot be 
printed i in Russia. 

This work consists of roar parts : 

- 1. An exposition of that course of my private life and 
of my thoughts which have led me to the conviction that 
the truth is to be found in the Christian teaching. 

2. An exposition of the Christian teaching according 
to the interpretations of the church in general, — the 
apostles, the councils, and the so-called fathers of the 
church, and proofs of the falseness of these interpreta- 
tions. 

3. An investigation of the Christian teaching, not 
according to these interpretations, but according to what 
has reached us from the teaching of Christ, as ascribed to 
him and recorded in the gospels, and a translation and 
harmonization of the gospels. 

4, An exposition of the real meaning of the Christian 
teaching, of the causes why it was distorted, and of the 
consequences which its preaching was to have. 


This Short Exposition of the Gospel is an abbreviation 
367 
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of the third part. The harmonization of the four gospels 
is made in accordance with the meaning of the teaching. 
In this harmonization I had hardly to depart from the 
order in which the gospels are expounced, so that in my 
harmonization there are rather fewer transpositions of the 
verses of the Gospel than in the majority of concordances 
known to me, and fewer than in the harmonization of the 
four gospels by Grechulévich. 

In the Gospel of John there are no transpositions in my 
harmonization: it is expounded in the same order as in 
the original. 

The division of the Gospel into twelve chapters, or six 
(if each two be united), resulted naturally from the mean- 
ing of the teaching. 

Here is the meaning of these words: 

1. Man is the son of the infinite principle, the son of 
this Father, not in the flesh, but in the spirit. 

2. Therefore man must serve this principle in the 
spirit. 

3. The life of all men has a divine beginning. It alone 
is holy. 

4. Therefore man must serve this principle in the life 
of all men. Such is the will of the Father. 

5. Only the ministering to the will of the Father of 
life gives the true, that is, the rational, life. 

6. Therefore the gratification of one’s will is not neces- 
sary for the true life. 

7. The temporal, carnal life is a food for the true life, 
—a material for the rational life. 

8. Therefore the true life is outside of time, —it is 
only in the present. 

9. The deception of the life of time, of the life of the 
past and of the future, conceals from men the true life, — 
of the present. 

. 10. Therefore man must strive to destroy the decep- 
~ tion of the temporal life of the past and of the future, 


SHORT EXPOSITION OF THK GOSPEL 369 


11. The true life is not only outside of time, —a life 
of the present, but it is also outside of personality, — it is 
the common life of men. 

12. Therefore he who lives in the present the common 
life of all men unites with the Father, the beginning and 
foundation of life. 

Each two chapters have between them the connection 
of cause and effect. In addition to the twelve chapters 
there are added to the exposition: the introduction from 
the first chapter of John, in which the writer speaks in 
his own name about the meaning of the whole teaching, 
and a conclusion ‘from the epistle of the same writer 
(written, no doubt, before the gospels), which contains a 
general deduction from everything which precedes. The 
introduction and conclusion do not form any essential 
part of the teaching. They are only general views of the 
whole teaching. Although the introduction and the con- 
clusion may be omitted without any loss to the meaning 
of the teaching (the more so since these two parts were 
written in the name of John, and not of Jesus), I have 
retained them, because in a simple and rational under- 
standing of Christ’s teaching these parts, confirming one 
another and the whole teaching, in contradistinction to 
the queer interpretations of the church, furnish the sim- 
plest indication of the meaning which ought to be ascribed 
to the teaching. 

In the beginning of each chapter J have placed, besides 
a short definition of the contents, the words of the prayer, 
which Jesus taught his disciples to recite, and which befit. 
the particular chapters. 

When I finished my work, I discovered to my surprise 
and joy that the so-called Lord’s prayer is nothing but a 
briefly expressed exposition of the teaching of Jesus in 
the very order in which the chapters were arranged by 
me, and that each expression of the prayer corresponded 
to the meaning and order of the words. 
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. Our Father 
. Which art in heaven, 


| OT ae 


3. Hallowed be thy name. 
4. Thy kingdom come. 


5. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, 

6. So in earth. 

7. Give us our daily bread 


8. To-day. 


9. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 


10. And 
temptation, 

11. But deliver us from evil: 

12. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory. 


lead us not into 
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Man is the son of God. 

God is the infinite spiritual 
principle of life. 

Let this principle of life be 
holy. ; 

May his power be realized in 
all men. 

May the will of this infinite 
principle be done in himself, 

So also in the flesh. 

The temporal life is the food 
for the true life. 

The true life is in the pres- 
ent. : 

And let not our transgressions 
and errors conceal the true life 
from us. 

Let them not lead us into 
deception, 

And so there will be no evil. 

And let there be thy domin- 
ion, and power, and reason. 


In the extensive exposition of the third part, which 
is in manuscript, the Gospel, according to the four evan- 
gelists, is translated and explained in full, without the 
least omissions; but in the present exposition the follow- 
ing verses are left out: The procreation and birth of John 
the Baptist, his imprisonment and death, the birth of 
Jesus, his genealogy, his flight with his mother to Egypt, 
the miracles of Jesus in Cana and Capernaum, the cast- 
ing out of the devils, the walking on the waters, the 
drying up of the fig-tree, the healing of the sick, the 
resurrection of Christ himself, and the indications of 
the prophecies which took place in Christ’s lie. 

These verses are omitted in the present short exposition 
because, not containing any teaching, but only describing 
events which took place before, during, and after the 
preaching of Jesus, they add nothing, and complicate and 
surcharge the exposition. No matter how these verses 
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may be understood, they contain neither contradictions 
to the teaching, nor confirmations of it. The only sig- 
nificance of these verses for Christianity was this, that 
they proved the divinity of Christ to him who did not 
believe in it. But for a man who does not see the con- 
vincingness of the stcry of the miracles, and who besides 
does not doubt the divinity of Jesus, according to his 
teaching, these verses fall off, of their own accord, as being 
unnecessary. In the large exposition every deviation 
from the usual translation, every added explanation, every 
omission is explained and proved by the collation of the 
different variants of the gospels, by contexts, and by 
philological and other considerations. In this Short Ex- 
position all such proofs, and the rejections of the false 
comprehension of the church, as also the detailed notes 
with the quotations, are omitted on the ground that the 
reflections on each separate passage, which at times are 
very long, are not the chief proofs of the true under- 
standing of the teaching. The main proof of the truth of 
the understanding is the unity, clearness, simplicity, ful- 
ness of the teaching and its correspondence with the 
inner feeling of every man who is seeking the truth. 

In respect to all the departures in my exposition from 
the text as accepted by the churches, the reader must not 
forget that the customary conception that all four gospels, 
with all their verses and letters, are sacred books, is, on 
the one hand, a very gross error, and on the other, a 
very gross deception. 

The reader must remember that Jesus never wrote any 
book himself, as did Plato, Philo, or Marcus Aurelius; 
nor did he ever, like Socrates, transmit his teaching to 
educated people; he spoke to those uneducated men 
whom he met in life, and only much later, long after his 
death, did people come to realize that what he had said 
was very important, and that it would not be bad if they 
jotted down a few of the things which he said and did, 


872 SHORT EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL 


and it was nearly a hundred years later that they began 
to write down what they had heard about him. 

The reader must remember that there was a large, a 
very large number of such notes; that many have dis- 
appeared ; that many were very bad, and that the Chris- 
tians made use of all of them, and by degrees picked out 
what to them seemed to be better and more sensible ; 
that, in selecting these best gospels, out of the enormous 
literature about Christ, the churches, according to the 
proverb which says, “You can’t cut a stick without 
knots,” could not help but take in some knots also; that 
there are many places in the canonical gospels which are 
as bad as in the rejected apocrypha, and that in the 
apocryphal literature there is some good. 

The reader must remember that what can be sacred is 
Christ’s teaching, but by no means a certain number of 
verses and letters, and that certain books cannot become 
sacred from the first to the last line for the very reason 
that men say that they are sacred. Only our Russian 
readers of the educated class can, thanks to the censor- 
ship, ignore the labours of the historical criticism of the 
last hundred years, and say naively that the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, as they are, were written by 
the evangelists, each separately and in full. 

The reader must remember that to say this in the year 
1880, ignoring everything which science has worked out 
in this matter, is the same as when in the past cen- 
tury they spoke of the sun as turning around the earth. 

The reader must remember that the synoptical gospels, 
as they have reached us, are the fruit of slow accretion 
by means of copying and interpolation, and reflections of 
thousands of different minds and hands, and by no means 
the productions of the Holy Ghost who spoke to the 
evangelists. 

The reader must remember that the ascribing of the 
gospels in their present form to the apostles is a fable, 
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which not only cannot stand any criticism, but has even 
no foundation but the desire of pious people, who want it 
to be so. The gospels were selected, complemented, and 
expounded through the ages. All the gospels of the 
fourth century that have reached us are written in a con- 
tinuous script, without signs of punctuation, and so were 
_ after the fourth and fifth centuries subject to most varied 
readings ; that they count as many as fifty thousand such 
different evangelical books. ' 

All this the reader must remember, in order that we 
may not be driven to that customary view that the gos- 
pels, as they are now understood, have come to us in that 
form from the Holy Ghost. 

The reader must remember that there is nothing preju- 
dicial in rejecting from the gospels the useless passages 
and in illuminating some of them by others, that, on the 
contrary, it is prejudicial and godless not to do so, but 
to consider a given number of verses and letters holy. 

On the other hand, I beg the reader of my exposition 
of the Gospel to remember that, if I do not look upon 
the gospels as upon sacred books, I at the same time do 
not look upon them as upon mere documents of the his- 
tory of religious literature. J understand both the theo- 
logical and the historical view of the gospels, but I look 
differently at them, and so I beg the reader, in reading 
my exposition, not to be switched off on the church view, 
nor on the historical view of the gospels, which of late 
has become the fashion with cultivated people, a view 
which I did not hold and which I find equally incom- 
plete. 

I look on Christianity not as on an exclusive divine 
revelation, nor as on a historical phenomenon, but as on 
a teaching which gives us the meaning of life. I was lea 
to Christianity, not by theological or historical investiga- 
tions, but by this, that when, being fifty years old, I 
asked myself and the wiseacres of my surroundings what 
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I am, and wherein lies the meaning of my life, and re- 
ceived the answer, “Thou art an accidental concatenation 
of particles, — there is no meaning in life, and life itself 
is evil,”’—-I was brought to the point of despair and 
wanted to commit suicide; but, recalling that formerly, 
in my childhood, when I believed, there had been for me 
a meaning in life, and that the believing men around me, 
the majority of men, who are not corrupted by wealth, 
believed and lived an actual life, ] doubted the correct- 
ness of the answer given me by the wisdom of men of 
my class, and I tried to understand the answer which 
Christianity gave to those who live a real life. 

But, while I studied Christianity, I found, together with 
this source of the pure water of life, mud and ooze, which 
is illegitimately connected with it, and which alone con- 
cealed its purity from me; by the side of the profound 
Christian teaching I found connected with it the foreign, 
monstrous teaching of the Jews and of the church. I 
was in the position of a man who has received a bag of 
stinking mud, and who only after prolonged struggle and 
labour discovers that in this dirty bag there lie costly 
pearls; he understands that he is not to blame for his 
aversion to the stinking mud, and that the men who 
have collected and preserved these pearls together with 
the mud are not to blame, but deserve love and respect, 
and yet he does not know what to do with the pearls 
which he has found mixed with the mud. I was in an 
agonized state, until I discovered that the pearls were not 
grown over with the mud, but could be cleared of it. 

I did not know the light, and thought that there was 
no truth in life, but, having convinced myself that men 
live by that light alone, I began to look for its source, 
and found it in the gospels, in spite of the false interpre- 
tations of the churches. And when I reached this source, 
I was blinded by the light, and received full answers to 
my questions as to the meaning of my life and of the life 
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of other men, answers which fully agreed with those I 
knew of the other nations, and which, in my opinion, 
surpassed them all. 

I was looking for an answer to the question of life, 
and not to the theological and historical questions, and so | 
it did not make any difference to me whether Jesus 
Christ was a God, or not, or from whom the Holy Ghost 
descended, and so forth; and equally unimportant and 
unnecessary it was for me to know when and by whom 
the gospel or this or that parable was written, ‘and 
whether it may be ascribed to Christ, or not. What was 
important to me was the light, which for eighteen hun- 
dred years has been illuminating humanity, and which 
has illuminated me; but what I should call this source 
_ of light, and what its materials are, and by whom it was 
lighted, were a matter of indifference to me. 

And I began to look closely at this light and to dis- 
cover everything that was opposed to it, and the farther I 
proceeded on this path, the more indubitable did the 
difference between truth and untruth become to me. In 
the beginning of my labour I had doubts and attempts at 
artificial explanations, but the farther I proceeded, the 
clearer and more undoubted did the matter become to 
me, and the more unquestionable the truth. I was in 
the position of a man who is picking up a statue that 
is broken in pieces. In the beginning there can be 
some doubt whether this or that piece is a part of the leg 
or the arm, but when the legs are put together, and the 
piece certainly does not belong to the leg, and when, 
besides, it fits in with another side piece and with its 
curves coincides with a lower part, there can be no doubt 
as to where it belongs. This I felt in proportion as my 
work proceeded, and if I am not insane, the same feeling 
will overcome the reader of the longer exposition of the- 
Gospel, where each proposition is at the same time con- 
firmed by philological considerations, and by variants, 
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and by contexts, and by agreement with the fundamental 
idea. 

The preface would have ended here, if the gospels 
were books that were revealed at the present time, if 
- Christ’s teaching had not been subject to the false inter- 
pretations of eighteen hundred years. But now, that we 
may understand the true teaching of Christ, as he himself 
must have comprehended it, it is necessary to recognize 
the chief causes of the false interpretations, which have 
distorted the teaching, and the chief methods employed 
by the false interpretations. The chief cause of those 
false interpretations, which have so distorted Christ’s 
teaching that it is difficult to see under their thick crust, 
consists in this, that Paul, who did not properly under- 
stand Christ’s teaching and did not know it as it was , 
later expressed in the Gospel of Matthew, connected it 
with the teaching of the Pharisaic tradition and so with 
all the teachings of the Old Testament. Paul is generally 
regarded as an apostle of the Gentiles, as a protestant 
apostle. Such he was indeed externally in respect to 
the circumcision, and so forth. But the doctrine of the 
tradition, of the connection of the Old Testament with 
the New, was introduced into Christianity by Paul, and 
this doctrine of the tradition, this principle of the tradi- 
tion, was the chief cause of the distortion of the Christian 
teaching and of its misunderstanding. 

From the time of Paul begins the Christian Talmud, 
which is called the doctrine of the church, and Christ’s 
teaching becomes, not the one, divine, and full teaching, 
but one of the links of the chain of revelation, which 
begins with the beginning of the world and which lasts 
in the church up to the present time. 

These false interpreters call Jesus a God; but the fact 
that they recognize him as a God does not cause them to 
ascribe a greater significance to the words and teachings, 
which are ascribed to God, than to the Pentateuch, the 
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Psalms, the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, the Revela- 
tion, and even the (cumenical Decrees and the writings 
of the Holy Fathers of the church. 

These false interpreters do not admit any other under- 
standing of the teaching of Jesus Christ than such as are 
in agreement with the preceding and the subsequent 
revelation, so that it 1s not their aim to explain the sig- 
nificance of Christ’s preaching, but only to find the least 
contradictory meaning in the most diversified writings, the 
Pentateuch, the Psalms, the Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles, 
and everything which is regarded as Holy Scripture. 

It is evident that with such a view of Christ’s teaching 
the understanding of it is unthinkable. From this same 
false view results an endless diversity in the understand- 
ing of the Gospel. 

Naturally there can be an endless number of such 
explanations, which have for their aim, not the truth, 
but the harmonization of what cannot be harmonized, 
that is, of the writings of the Old and the New Testa- 
ments, and there is a large number of them. And so, 
all that is necessary in order to acknowledge a certain 
harmonization as true, is to have recourse to external 
means, to miracles, to the descent of the Holy Ghost, and 
such like. 

Different men have harmonized in their own way; but 
each in his harmonization affirms that his harmonization 
is the continued revelation of the Holy Ghost. Such are 
the epistles of Paul, the decrees of the councils, which 
begin with the phrase, “It pleased us and the Holy 
Ghost ;” such are the decrees of the Popes, the synods, 
the Arians, the Paulicians, and all the false interpreters, 
who affirm that the Holy Ghost speaks through their 
mouths. All of them use the same crude method of 
confirming the truth of their harmonization by saying 
that their harmonization is not the fruit of their thoughts 
but a confirmation by the Holy Ghost. 
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Without entering into the analysis of the creeds them- 
selves, each of which calls itself the true one, we cannot 
help but see that in their common method of recognizing 
the enormous quantity of the so-called Scriptures of the 
Old and the New Testaments as equally sacred hes 
the insurmountable, self-set obstacle to the comprehen- 
sion of Christ’s teaching, and, also, that from this error 
results the possibility, and even the necessity, of endlessly 
diversified hostile sects. 

Only the harmonization of an immense number of 
revelations can be endlessly diversified; but the inter- 
pretation of one person, considered as God, cannot lead 
to the evolution of sects. The teaching of God descended 
upon earth cannot be understood differently. If God 
descended upon earth to reveal the truth to men, then 
the least which he could do was to reveal it in such 
a way that all might understand it; and if he did not 
do so, he was not God; but if the divine truths are such 
that even God could not make them comprehensible to 
men, men certainly will not be able to do so. 

If Jesus is not God, but a great man, his teaching can 
to a still lesser degree be the cause of sects. The teach- 
ing of a great man is great even because it is compre- 
hensible and clearly enunciates what others have not 
enunciated clearly and intelligibly. What is not com- 
prehensible in the teaching of a great man is not great, 
and so the teaching of a great man cannot bring forth 
sects. The teaching of a great man is great in that it 
unites all in the one truth. 

Only the interpretation which affirms that it is the 
revelation of the Holy Ghost, that it is the only, true 
revelation, and that all the rest are false, produces hatred 
and the so-called sects. Let the sectarians of all the 
creeds say as much as they please that they do not 
condemn another creed, that they are praying for their 
union with the others, and that they do not hate them, 
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they are not telling the truth. Never has any assertion 
of any dogma, beginning with Arius, resulted from any- 
thing but an accusation of falsehood against a contrary 
dogma. But the proclamation that the expression of a 
given dogma is divine, of the Holy Spirit, is the highest 
degree of pride and stupidity: of the highest pride, for 
nothing more haughty can be said than that the words 
which I utter God himself spoke through me, and of the 
highest stupidity, because nothing more stupid can be 
said than to reply to the assertion of a man that God is 
speaking through his mouth, “No, God is not speaking 
through your mouth, but through mine, and he says the 
very opposite of what your God has said.” And yet it 
is precisely this that all the councils, all the symbols 
of faith, all the churches say, and from this has resulted 
all the evil which has been committed in the world 
in the name of religion. But, besides this external evil of 
the sects, there is also another important, internal defect, 
which is inherent in all the sects, and which invests 
them with an indistinct, indefinite, and unscrupulous 
character. 

This defect consists in this, that, having recognized 
as the last revelation the Holy Ghost, who came down 
on the apostles and has passed over a specially chosen 
people, the false interpreters nowhere show directly, defi- 
nitely, and conclusively wherein this revelation of the 
Holy Ghost consists, and yet continue to base their faith 
on this supposed revelation, and call it Christ’s. 

All the sectarians who acknowledge the revelation of 
the Holy Ghost, like the Mohammedans, assume three 
revelations: the Mohammedans have Moses, Jesus, and 
Mohammed ; the church men have Moses, Jesus, and the 
Holy Ghost. But according to the Mohammedan religion 
Mohammed is the last prophet, the one who explained 
the meaning of the revelations of Moses and of Jesus, 
and he is the last revelation, which explains everything 
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which precedes, and every righteous believer has this 
revelation before him. It is not so with the faith of 
the church: like the “Mohammedan, it accepts three 
revelations, — that of Moses, of Jesus, and of the Holy 
Gthost ; but it does not call itself the Holy Ghost religion, 
from the name of the last revelation, but affirms that the 
basis of itsreligion is Christ’s teaching. Thus they con- 
fess one doctrifge, and ascribe the authority of this doctrine 
to Christ. Vir ae, 

The Holy Ghost sectair’ans, who recognize as the last 
revelation, — which explains*.everything which precedes, 
— some Paul, others these or thosé>.councils, or the Popes, 
or the epistles of the patriarchs, or the'y»rivate revelations 
of the Holy Ghost, ought to say so and call" their faith by 
the name of him who had the last revelation, u2ud if the 
last revelation is the fathers, or the epistle of thee East- 
ern patriarchs, or the decrees of the Popes, or the sylla.bus, 
or Luther's or Filarét’s catechism, they ought to say bso 
and call their faith accordingly, for the last revelation,? 
which: explains everything which precedes, will always 
be the chief revelation. 

But they do not do so and, instead,.preach doctrines 
which are foreign to Christ, affirming that Christ preached 
these doctrines. Thus it turns out from their doctrine that 
Christ announced that he redeemed with his blood the 
human race which fell through Adam; that God is a 
Trinity ; that the Holy Ghost descended on the apostles 
and passed through the laying on of hands to the clergy ; 
that seven sacraments are needed for salvation, ete. It 
turns out that all this is the teaching of Christ, whereas 
there is not as much as a hint of all this in the teaching 
of Jesus. These false teachers ought to call their teach- 
ing and their faith the teaching and the faith of the Holy 
Ghost, and not of Christ, for we can call Christ’s faith 
only the faith which recognizes Christ’s revelation, which 
has come down to us in the gospels, as the last revelation, 
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even as they must recognize it according to Christ’s words, 
Call no one teacher but Christ. 

One would think that this is so simple that no mention 
ought to be made of it; but, strange to say, up to the 
present men have not come to see this. Instead of direct- 
ing all their attention to separating Christ’s teaching from 
all the artificial, unjustifiable harmonization with the Old 
Testament, and with those arbitrary additions to his teach- 
ing, which have been made in the name of the Holy 
Ghost, all the efforts are directed toward finding the 
greatest possible meaning in this harmonization. And, 
strange to say, in this error two extreme camps meet: 
the camp of the churchmen and of the freethinking his- 
torians of Christianity. The first, by calling Jesus the 
second person of the Trinity, understand his teaching 
only in connection with the supposed revelations of the 
third person, which they find in the Old Testament, in the 
epistles of the councils, in the decrees of the fathers, and 
preach the strangest fanus, asserting that they are Christ’s. 

The second, who do not regard Jesus as God, under- 
stand the teaching in the same way, not as it may have 
been preached by him, but as it is understood by Paul 
and the other interpreters. While regarding Jesus as a 
man, and not as God, these interpreters deprive Jesus of 
the most legitimate human right of being responsible for 
his own words, and not for those of his false interpreters. 
While trying to explain the teaching of Jesus, these 
learned misinterpreters foist on Jesus what he never had . 
in his mind to say. The representatives of this school 
of interpreters, beginning with the most popular among 
them, Renan, have not troubled themselves about sifting 
out of Christ’s teaching that which Christ himself taught, 
and not that which his interpreters have hed about him ; 
they have not tried to understand the teaching more pro- 
foundly than the churchmen, but attempt to understand 
the meaning of the appearance of Jesus and of the dis- 
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semination of his teaching from the events of his life and 
the conditions of his time. 

One would, however, think that the historians ought 
not to make this mistake. The problem which they 
ought to solve is like this: eighteen hundred years ago 
there appeared a poor man who said so and so. He was 
flogged and hanged, and all forgot about him, as millions 
of similar incidents have been forgotten, and for two hun- 
dred years the world did not hear anything about him. 
But it turns out that some one had made a note of what 
he had said, and_had told it to a second and a third per- 
son. And so it went on, until billions of wise and foolish 
men, of the learned and the unlearned, cannot get rid of 
the idea that this man, and no other, was God. How is 
such a remarkable phenomenon to be explained? The 
churchmen say that that was due to the fact that Jesus 
was really God. If so, everything is intelligible. But if 
he was not God, how are we to explain that this simple 
man was acknowledged by all to be God ? 

The learned men of this school carefully investigate all 
the details of the conditions of this man’s life, without 
noticing that no matter how many details they may 
discover (in reality they have discovered nothing but 
what is given in Josephus Flavius and in the gospels), 
no matter how they may reconstruct Jesus’ life down 
to the minutest details, and may find out what he ate 
and where he slept, the question as to why he and no 
one else had such an influence on people still remains 
without an answer. The answer is not this, in what 
circle Jesus lived, who educated him, and so forth, 
and still less, what was going on in Rome, and that 
the people were predisposed to superstitions, and so forth, 
but only in this, what this man preached that was so 
peculiar as to cause people to separate him from all 
the others and to recognize him as God at that time 
and even now. 
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One would think that if we want to understand this, 
the first thing which we must do is to try to understand 
the teaching of this man, to understand, of course, his 
own teaching, and not those coarse interpretations of his 
teachings which have been disseminated since his day. 
But this they do not do. These learned historians of 
Christianity were so glad to find that Jesus was not God, 
and they are so anxious to show that his teaching is not 
divine, and so not obligatory, that they forget that the 
more they prove this, that he was a simple man and ‘his 
teaching not divine, the farther will they be from the 
comprehension of the question which interests them. 
They strain all their powers to prove that he was a 
simple man and that, therefore, his teaching was not 
divine. If we wish clearly to see this remarkable aberra- 
tion, we need only think of Renan. MHavet naively 
affirms that Jésus Christ navait rien de chrétien. And 
Souris proves with enthusiasm that Christ was a coarse 
and stupid fellow. 

The question is not to prove that Jesus was not God, 
and that, therefore, his teaching is not divine, and not 
that he was not a Catholic, but to understand wherein 
the teaching consisted, which has been so elevated and so 
dear to men that men have recognized the preacher of 
this teaching to be God. It is this that I have tried 
- to do, and have done, at least so far as I am concerned. 
And this I offer now to my brethren. 

If the reader belongs to tuc immense majority of 
cultured men, educated in the faith of the church, who 
have rejected it on account of its incompatibility with 
sound reason and with conscience (whether he has still 
left love and respect for the spirit of the Christian teach- 
ing, or, according to the proverb, being furious at the fleas 
has chucked the fur coat into the stove, that is, considers 
all Christianity a dangerous superstition), I beg such a 
reader to remember that what repels him and presents 


584 SHORT EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL 


itself as a superstition is not Christ’s teaching; that 
Christ cannot be blamed for that monstrous tradition © 
which has been foisted on his teaching and has been 
given out as Christianity. We must study only Christ’s 
teaching, as it has reached us, that is, those words and 
actions which are ascribed to Jesus, and which have a 
didactic significance. 

Such a reader, in perusing my exposition, will find that 
Christianity is not a mixture of what is profound with 
what is base, not a superstition, but, on the contrary, 
a very strict, pure, and complete metaphysical and 
esthetical teaching, above which human reason has not 
yet risen, and in whose circle, though not conscious of it, 
all human activity is moving, whether political, scientific, 
poetical, or philosophic. 

If the reader belongs to that insignificant minority 
of cultured men who keep the church faith, confessing it, 
not for external reasons, but for the sake of inward peace, 
I beg such a reader, before reading this, to decide in his 
soul the question as to what is dearer to him, spiritual 
peace, or truth. If it is peace, I ask him not to read this, 
but if it is truth, I beg him to remember that Christ’s 
teaching, as expounded here, in spite of the sameness 
of name, is an entirely different teaching, and that, 
therefore, the relation of him who confesses the church 
faith to this exposition is the same as the relation of 
a Mohammedan to the preaching of Christianity; that 
the question for him is not whether the proposed teaching 
is in accord with his faith, or not, but only what teach- 
ing 1s more in accord with his reason and his heart, his 
church teaching, or the one teaching of Christ. The ques- 
tion for him is whether he wants to accept the new 
teaching, or prefers to remain in his faith. 

But if the reader belongs to those men who externally 
profess the church faith and who value it, not because 
they believe in its truth, but from external considerations, 
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because they consider this profession and the preaching of 
it profitable for themselves, let him remember that, no 
matter how many brethren of the faith they may have, 
no matter how strong they may be, on what thrones they 
may seat themselves, by what high names they may call 
themselves, they are not the accusers, but the accused, 
and not through me, but through Christ. Such readers 
must remember that there is no need for them to prove 
anything ; that they have long ago said what they had to 
say; that if even they proved what they want to prove, 
they prove only what all the hundreds of mutually 
excluding church creeds have proved long ago; that 
they must not prove, but justify themselves. They 
must justify themselves for their blasphemy, by which 
they have assimilated the teaching of Jesus the God 
to the teachings of Ezdra, of the councils, of a Theophi- 
lactes, and have allowed themselves to interpret God’s 
words wrongly and to change them on the basis of men’s 
words ; to justify themselves for slandering God, by bur- 
dening Jesus the God with all the superstition in their 
hearts and giving it out as the teaching of Jesus; to 
justify themselves for their rascality, with which they 
concealed the teaching of God, who came to give the 
good to the world and substituted for it their own Holy 
Ghost faith, and by this substitution have deprived billions 
of people of the good which Christ brought to men, and, in- 
stead of the peace and love, brought to them, have intro- 
duced into the world sects, condemnations, and rascalities 
of every kind, covering them up with the name of Christ. 

For these readers there are only two ways out: humble 
repentance and renunciation of their lie, or prosecution of 
those who accuse them for what they have been doing. 

If they do not renounce the lie, there is but one thing 
left for them to do: to persecute me, for which I, finish- 
ing this writing, am prepared with joy and with fear for 
my weakness. 
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CONCLUSION 


THE COMPREHENSION OF LIFE IS THE DOING 
OF GOOD 


r) 


FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN 


THE announcement of good by Jesus Christ is the 
announcement of the comprehension of life. 

The comprehension of life is this, that the principle of 
life is the perfect good. And so the life of man is just 
such perfect good. In order that we may attain this 
principle, we must understand that the spirit of life in 
man came from this principle. Man, who did not exist 
before, was called to life by this principle. This princi- 
ple has given the good to man, and so the quality of this 
principle is the good. 

Not to deviate from the principle of his life, a man 
must keep the only, comprehensible quality of this prin- 
ciple, — the beneficence of love. And so man’s life must 
consist in the good, that is, in domg good, in love, but 
good can be done to men only. 

All the personal lusts do not correspond to the princ:- 
ple of the good, and so man must sacrifice them and all 
his carnal life for the principle of beneficent love for his 
neighbours. 

From the comprehension of life, as revealed by Jesus 
Christ, results the love cf our neighbours. There are two 
proofs of the truth of this comprehension: one is this, 
that if we do not recognize it, the principle of life 


presents itself as a deceiver that gave to men an unsatis- 
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factory striving toward life and the good; the other is 
this, that man in his heart feels that love and doing 
good to his neighbour is the one true, free, and eternal 
life. 


Chap. I. 1, 2, 3. This is the announcement about the 
comprehension of life, wherein men have communion 
with the Father of life, and so eternal life. 

4, This is the announcement of good. 

5. The comprehension of life consists in this, that God 
is life and the good, and that in life and in the good there 
is no death or evil. 

- 6. If we should say that we have united with God and 
live in evil and death, we should either be deceived, or 
not be doing what we ought to. 

7. Only if we live the life which he lives, do we unite 
with him. . 

Chap. II. 1. We have a teacher in this life in Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 

2, He has delivered us and the whole world from 
untruth. 

3. Hereby do we know the teaching of Jesus Christ, if 
we keep his commandments. 

4. He who says that he knows the teaching of Jesus 
Christ, and does not keep his commandments, is a cheat, 
and the truth is not in him. 

5. But he who keeps his commandments has the love 
of God. Through the love alone do we know that w 
are united with God. ; 

6. He who says that he is united with Jesus Christ 
must live as Jesus lived. 

9, 10, 11. He who says that he is in the life and the 
good, and hates his living brother, is not in the life and 
the good, but in death and evil, and does not know him- 
self what he is doing; and blind is he who hates the life 
which is in him. 
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15. In order that one may not be blind, one must 
remember that everything of the world is a lust af 
the flesh or vanity, and all this is not of God; 

16. That it passes away and dies; 

17. But that he who does the will of God, love, abides 
for ever. 

23. Only he who recognizes his spirit as the son 
of God unites with the Father. 

24. And so keep that comprehension that according to 
the spirit you are the sons of God the Father, and then 
you will have eternal life. 

Chap. III. 1. God has given you the possibility of being 
his sons, and such as he is. ; 

2. Thus we u. this life become the sons of God. 
Though we do not know what we shall be, we know that 
we are like him, and that we unite with him. 

3. The hope in this eternal life frees man from error 
and makes him pure, even as the Father is. 

4. Whoever commits a sin acts contrary to the will of 
God. 

5. Jesus Christ appeared to teach us the liberation 
from sin and the union with God. 

6. And so he who has united with him can no longer 
sin. Only he who does not know him commits sin. 

7. And h2 who lives in God does righteousness. 

8. He who has not united with God does not do right- 
eousness. 

9. Whoever acknowledges his birth from God cannot 
he. 

10. And so men are divided into those who are of God 
and those who are not: into those who know the truth 
and love their brothers, and into those who do not know 
the truth and do not love their brothers. 

11. For according to the announcement of Jesus Christ 
we cannot help but love our brothers. 

14. From the announcement of Jesus Christ we know 
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that we pass from death to life, for we love our brothers, 
and that he who does not love a brother is in death. 

15. We know that he who does not love his brother 
does not love life. And he who does not love life cannot 
have life. 

16. From his announcement we know love to be this, 
that life is given to us, and so we know that we must lay 
down our life for a brother. 

17. So that if a man who has life and sees that his 
brother is in need, and does not lay down his life for 
his brother, the love of God is not in him. 

19. And he who loves thus has a peaceful heart, for he 
is united with God. 

20. If his heart struggles he subdues his heart to God. 

21. For God is more important than the desires of the 
heart. But if the heart does not struggle, he is blessed. 

22. For he does everything he can, the very best he 
can, and he does what he is dacinabhded to do. 

23. But he is commanded to believe that he is the son 
of God, and to love his brother. 

Chap. IV. 4. Those who act so unite with God and be- 
come higher than the world, for what is in them is greater 
and more important than the whole world. 

7. And so we shall love one another. Love is of God, 
and every one who loves is a son of God, and knows 
God. 

6. And he who does not love, does not know God, for 
God is love. 

9. That God is ee we know from this, that he sent 
his spirit, such as he himself is, into the world, and gave 
us life through it. 

10. We were not, and God did not need us, but he 
gave us life, the good, consequently he loves us. 

12. No one can know God. What we can know of him 
is that he loves us and through this love gave us life. 

11. And so, to be in communion with God, we must 
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be the saine as he, and do the same that he is doing, that 
is, love men. 

12. If we love one another, God is in us, and we in 
him. 

16. Understanding God’s love to us, we believe that 
God is love and that he who loves is united with God. 

17. And understanding this, we are not afraid of death, 
for we have become in this world like God. 

18. Our life has become love and is freed from fear 
and from all sufferings. j 

19. We love, because he loves. 

20. And we must love, not God, whom we cannot love, 
because no man sees him, but the brother, whom we can 
love. He who says that he loves God, and hates his 
brother, is deceiving, for if he does not love his brother, 
whom he sees, how can he love God, whom he does not 
see ? 

21. For we have the commandment to love God in our 
brother. 

Chap. V. 3, 4. The love of God is, that we keep his 
commandments. His commandments are not hard for 
him who, recognizing his birth from God, becomes above 
the world. Our faith rises above the world. Our true 
faith is that which Jesus, the son of God, has taught 
us. 

8. And the spirit is in us and confirms us in the truth 
ot his teaching. 

9. If we shall believe in what men affirm, how, then, 
can we fail to believe in the spirit which is in us? 

10. He who believes that the spirit of life in him is a 
spirit that has come down from above, has satisfaction in 
himself. But he who does not believe that life is a spirit 
+hat has come down from above, from the Father, makes 
God a deceiver. 

11. The spirit confirms that the life in us is the eternal 
life. 
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12. He who believes that this spirit is the son of the 
eternal spirit and like him, has eternal life. 

14. He who believes in this has no obstacles in life 
and everything he wishes according to the will of God is 
accomplished for him. 

18. And so, he who believes that he is the son of God 
does not live in the lie and is pure from evil. 

19. For he knows that the world is a deception. 

20. That in himself (in man) there is understanding, 
so that he may find out that truth exists. But the truth 
is that only the spirit, the son of the Father, exists. 


THE END. 
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